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•)f placing in book form biographical history of representative citizens-

),,,tJt for· it., immeJiate worth and for its value to coming generations-is admitted by

all t hinkin~: r•eopl~ ; nnJ within the past decade there has been a growing interest in
t'.1s comrnenJaLlt: llt·~ans of perpetuating biography and family genealogy.
That the p•thlic is NJtitlt·d to the privileges afforded by a work of this nature needs no
a ,.o;t' r ti\lll at our han.!!!; for one of our greatest men has said that the history of any country res·,h ·(''l itsdf into tht•

hio~raphi es

of its stout, earnest and representative citizens. This medium,.
tht•n, 1\l'rW!I more than a single purpose; while it perpetuates biography and family genealogy,

it

r ecord~

In

llistory, wwh of whieh Wt.>Ul•l be preserved in no other '\Vay.
the COM:\II':lH'IR.\T J\'E DtOGRAPIIICAL RECORD to its patrons, the publishers

pN''i•' ntin~

hl\\'1" to n rkfll) \\l e·l~·'. with grntitmlf' , tht: encouragement and support their enterprise has re- .

<'eiwd, arltl th ~ wi llin~ nssistance rentlt:red in enabling them to surmount the many unforeseen
(,b~tnd,·s t •.>

~ta w:e

he mf't with in the proJuction of a work of this character.

In nearly every in-

the rllnt.·ri:d c·ompo,.in!! the ~;ht c hf's was gathered from those immediately interested,

ar:•l th~'o s u hmitt·~ l i11 typcwritt('n form for correction and revision.

The volume, which is

t•n'"' n! ""'wron~ nll•folitude, i:t plact·u in the hands of the public with the belief that it will be
(CJun•l a n lnnb l~ a•IJitiun to the lihrnry, as well as an invaluable contribution to the historical
l itrrRture of th~ P rovince of Ontario.
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BIOGRAPHICAL
HAR L ESROl3ERT
HORNE, Judge of -the
County Court of the
County of Essex, was
born on the island of
St. Vincent, West Indies,. January 22, 1835,
eldest son of Charles
Douglas and Isabella
Horne. The father was a barrister of Lincoln's Inn, although . he never followed that
vocation. He was a planter.
When a boy he was sent to England, and
was educated at a private school. I n 1856 he
came to Canada and studied law in Toronto
with Stephen Richards, Q.C., and Seeker
Brough, Esq., Q.C. He was admitted as an
attorney in Hilary term, 1862, and was called ·
to the Bar in Michaelmas term of the same
year. Shortly afterward he commenced practicing in County Essex, and went into partnership with the late Alexander Cameron,
Esq., at Amherstburg. In 1864 he removed to
Windsor, and in April, 1866, dissolved partnership with M:r. Cameron, and continued
practice by himself. In 1877 he was elected
· to the office of mayor of 'Windsor, and remained in office for three years. He was a
member of the board of education for twenty-.
one years, and was chairman thereof for several years. On the death of the late Judge
Leggatt, in 1883, he was appointed Judge of
the County Court of the County of Essex.
In October, 1864, Judge Horne married
. Caroline, widow of Rev. E. II. Dewar, and
daughter of the late Major Elliott, collector of
customs at Windsor. · In August, 1902, he
married his second wife, Laura Eliza Scott,
daughter of the late James Scott, of Tyrconnell, Ont., who was a vessel owner of considerable prominence.

MICHAEL ANDREW McHUGH Junior
Judge of the County Cowt of the County of
Essex, and Local Judge of the High Court, is a
representative citizen of Windsor, whose record
on the Bench has reflected credit on his native
·
county.
The McHugh family is of Irish extraction.
Patrick McHugh, the father of Judge McHugh,
was the only one of a numerous family to emigrate to Canada. He was born in County Cavan,
Ireland, where he grew to manhood and married. In 1840, with his young wife and three
children, he embarked for Canada in a sailingvessel, and arrived at Quebec after a voyage of
seven weeks. He . proceeded westward accompanied by two families ·whom he had known in
Ireland, and eventually settled in 1841 on what
.
'
'
IS now known as the McHugh homestead consisting of the north half of Lot 11, North Middle
Road, Maidstone. Several Irish families had
settled on a line through Maidstone and the adjoining townships, forming what was afterward
called the I rish settlement. Maidstone, which is
now one of the most highly cultivated and productive townships of the county, was at the time
referred to almost an unbroken wilderness, inhabited chiefly by wild beasts and bands
of roaming Indians. It is difficult to
realize at the present day the hardships
and privations which the first settlers had to endure. The Middle Road was a mere cart-road
cut through the woods. It required two days
with an ox-team going to Sandwich for provisions and two more to return. The land was
low and level, slightly diversified by small
ridges, between which water remained standing
the greater part of the year. The township was
very heavily timbered with oak, elm, ash and
sycamore.
It required heroic courage on the
part of men unaccustomed to the severity of
Canadian winters, and ignorant of the methods
of clearing land, to seek homes in such a wilder -
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ness. But it is a pleasure to record that not one
of these early Irish settlers failed to secure a
comfortable livelihood for his family. }{rs. McHugh, whose maiden name was Catherine Curneyn, was a woman of strong character. A resolute will and indomitable courage, combined
with a kind and generous disposition, were her
chief characteristics. She bore her full share of
the hardships incident to pioneer life, assisting
her husband in all his laborious efforts to clear
and till the soil. It is related that she frequently
journeyed oo Sandwich-a distance of eighteen
miles--on foot to procure provisions for her family. Her chief nmbit:on, however, was to secure
for hC'r children a liberal education, and to accomplish this object she labored unceasingly.
Such were the uninviting conditions under which
this family settled in 1\faidc;tone. Willing hands
and couragt'ons liCarts were their only capital.
Dy slow degrees the farm was cleared, fenced
and drainC'd; the log cabin was replaced by a
substantial house, and other lands were acquired
and brought under cult!vation.
Patrick ~fciiugh never aspired to any public office. li e was a man of studious habits, and
took a J eep interest in educational matters. lie
and his wife were devoted members of the Roman Catholic Church, and assisted to found the
first log structure set apart for divine worship
at l\fa!dstone Cross. This was afterwards replaced by a substantial brick edifice. :Mr. McHugh died universally respected on the 2nd of
April, 1872, at the age of sixty-six, and the
earthly career of his admirable wife, who survived him twenty-six years, closed on the 9th
of Ft'bruary, 1898, at the advanced age of
eighty-three years. They died on the homestead
which during their occupation had undergone
such a marvellous transformation, and their remains rest in the parish churchyard with those
of their kindred and fellow pioneers. They left
a family of seven sons and four daughters: (1)
Bridget, born in Ireland in 1835, married James
Ward, and after his decease James McLean.
She resides in the township of Sandwich South.
(2) J ames, born in Ireland in 1837, never married and resided with his parents till their decea<>e, and has since lived on the homestead with
the youngest son, Frank. Being the eldest son of
the family, the heaviest sl1are of the onerous
labors of clearing the land fell upon ]:lis shoulders. He has proved a devoted son and a generous brother. . lie is possessed of several parcels of land adjacent to the homestead, and is

held in high esteem by his neighbors. (3) John,
born in Ireland in 1839, followed farming in the
neighborhood. H e married ~fargaret Riley, and
on her decease J ane .l\IePharlin, who survives
him. lie died in 1805. He possessed a good education and enjoyed more than a local reputation
as an eloquent and convincing speaker. ( 4)
Patrick, born in Maidstone in 1841, received a
fair education and taught school for several
years in the township of Rochester. Abandoning the teaching profess:on he took a classical
course at St. Mary's College, Chicago, and obtained admission to the Bar of the State of Illinois. H e has since practiced his profession with
marked success and is at the present time a leading attorney in Chicago. ( 5) Peter, born in
1843, received a liberal education and followed
the profession of teacher in his native townsl1ip
for several years. In J869, accompanied by a
younger brother, Thoma!>, who had also embraced
the same profession, he went to California,
where he took up journalism, and is now engaged as an editorial writer in that State. (6)
Thomas was born in 1851. After spending a num.
ber of years in California, where he engaged in
mercantile pursuits, he returned to Maidstone in
failing health, and died in 1874. (7) Ann, born
in 1846, married Thomas Ferry, and now r esides
in Colorado, where her husband is engaged in
agricu.ltnra! pursuits. (8) Catherine, born in
184.8, marri~d Stephen Fallon, of Detroit, where
they now reside. (9) l\fichael Andrew is mentioned below. (10) Frank, the youngest son,
born in 1856, is an intelligent and progressive
farmer, residing on the homestead. He married Mary McGuire. (11) Mary, the youngest
of the family, is unmarried.
:Michael Andrew McHugh was born Feb. Ht,
1853, on the h<>mestead, and received his education in the public schools of his native township and at St. Michael's College, Toronto. At
the age of seventeen he began teAching school in
the section where be had received his primary
education, and continued in that pursuH for
four years, when he resigned to enter upon the
study of law. H e passed the preliminary examinat:ons as a student at law in 1876, and enterec
the offices of 0 'Donohoe & Meek, Toronto, where
he pursued his legal studies until called t o the
Bar in 1879. I n the fall of that year he entered
into partnership with the lion. J. C. P atterson,
at Windsor, and the new firm speedily acquired
a large practice. Mr. Patterson having been actively engaged in politics during the term of
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partnership, the junior member gave his undivided attention to his professional d uties until
his elevation to the Bench, in 1891. I n the discharge of h is judicial duties Judge McHugh enjoys the reputation of being painstaking, expeditious and impartial. He possesses the confid ence and esteem of the members of the Bar and
of the public generally in his native county. He
h as taken a deep interest in educational affairs,
and has served as chairman of the public school
board for several years. Before J udge McH ugh's appointment to the Bench he was identified with the Conservative party, but declined
to enter public life, although tendered the nomination as a cand!date for the House of Commons for the North Riding of the County of
Essex.
In 1884 J udge McHugh married :\Iary Louise
Cotter, daughter of J ames Cotter, of Windsor,
and seven children have been born to this union :
·william James, Thomas Gerald, Marie Mathilde
(who died in infancy), Laurence Cotter, Catherine Constance, Lewis Alfred and Mary 1\{adeline.
HON. CHARLES EUSEBE CASGRAI N,
C.M., M.D., is a distinguished! resident of Windsor, County of E ssex. His paternal ancestors belonged to an ancient family at Ervault, Poitou,
France. The first to come to Canada was Jean
Ba ptiste Casgrain, an officer in the French army,
who landed about 1750. His son, Pierre, was
Lord of the Seigniories of Riviere, Ouelle and
L 'Islet.
Maternally be is descended from
Jacques Baby, an officer of the Regiment of Carignan, who landed in Quebec in 1665, and
whose descendants of that name have occupied
high and responsible positions in the country.
Peter (or P ierre) Casgrain, grandfather of
the lion. Charles E ., was born in France, and
later became a merchant in Quebec. He married
Mary Margaret Bonenfant, who bore him thirteen children, only six of whom reached. maturity: P ierre Thomas; Charles Eusebe, Sr.; Oliver
Eugene; Sophie, who married Francois Letellier de St. Just, father of the late L ieutenantGovernor of the Province of Quebec ; Luce, wife
of the Ron. Justice Philippe Panet; and Justine, who married (first) Dr. Charles Butler
Macguire, and (second ) Dr. P ierre Beaubien, of
Montreal.
Hon. Charles Eusebe Casgrain, Sr., was born
Dec. 25, 1800, and died in February, 1847. He
was a lieutenant-colonel, unattached, and s_at for
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Cornwallis in the Lower Canada Assembly from
1830 to 1834; was a member of the Special Council of Lower Canada from 1838 to 1840, and at
his death held the office of assistant commissioner
of public works for the Dominion. He married
Anne Elizabeth, daughter of the late lion. J ames
Baby, at one time speaker of the L.C. of U.P.C.,
at Quebec. Their children wel·e: Charles Eusebe, C.U., 1\I.D., Philippe, l\farie Elizabeth, Auguste Eugene, Henri Raymond, Snsanne Ar change, Julie, ·william, Rene E., Joseph Alfred,
IIermenegilde, l\Iar:e Ann, Marie and Marie
Amelie.
Charles Eusebe Casgrain, C.M., l\f.D., was
born in Quebec, Aug. 3, 1825. H e was educated
in the classics at the College of St. Anne, Quebec, and in medicine at :McGill University at
Montreal. In 1851 he began the practice of
medicine in Detroit, but in 1856 he removed to
Sandwich, County of E ssex:. Possessing much
natural ability, he soon rose in his chosen profession, and was, before his appointment to the
Senate, coroner and jail surgeon, having r esigned in favor of h!s son, Dr. H. R. Casgrain.
The Doctor is very public spirited and all his
life has played a conspicuous part in the affairs
of his county and province. He was captain of
the Sandwich Company, V.l.I., and subsequently,
during the Fenian Raid in 1861, was surgeon of
the troops stationed at ·windsor. For two years
be was a member of the municipal council of
Windsor, and has been a member of the board of
education for eighteen years. In 1864 he was
elected first president of the St. J ean Baptiste
Society of Essex:, in 1883 general president of all the French societies of E ssex,
and as such presided at the FrenchCanadian Convention held in 1883, at ,
Windsor. In 1884 he was created a Knight of
the Order of the IToly Sepulchre. On Jan. 12,
1887, he was called to the Senate. This was a
fitting tribute to an honored and r espected man ,
whose love of Canada and its institutions bad
always been of the truest and tenderest kind.
His a ppointment to this honorable office was favorably regarded not only by h is Conservative
friends, but by Reformers as well, if complimentary and · congratulatory expressions from
prominent members of both political parties can
be taken as a criterion. In politics, as is well
known, Dr. Casgrain is a strong Conservative,
. although liberal minded and tolerant of the
opinions of others. He has occupied the position of president· of the North E ssex Conserva.
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ti,·e ..:\s.<;ociation, nnu has been urged several
to be the party candit.late for parliamentary honors, but always decl!ned, though his election would have lJecn certain.
In 1851 s~nator Casgrain married Charlotte
:.\Iary, daughter of Thomas Chase, of Detroit,
:.\Iichigan, formerly of Quebec; she died March
16, 1866. Four children blessed this union:
Thomas Chas~, Henry Raymond, Charles \Villiam nuu Joseph l'hilip. For h~s second wife
Senator Ca!'lgrain married, in \ Vindsor, l\Irs.
J ohn Dougall, who died Oct. 21, 1904. The family arc all conunw1icants of the Roman Catholic
.Chur<:h.
TliOlJ.\S Cu.\SE CASGR.HN, ICC., LL.D., son of
S<>nator Chal'lcs F.. Casgrain, wns born July 28,
18.>2, in Detroit, and was educated in the Seminary of Queht•c, and at Laval University, from
the latt('t' institution gt·aduating in 18i7 as Master of Laws, uud as winner of the DuO'erin
:.\{('dal. In .April, 18i7, he was appointed
Q.C., and on Oct. 13, 1883, he was ~ranted the
(ll'gt·ec of Doctor of Laws by his Alma Mater.
H e is professor of criminal law at Laval Univer.>ity. lie hM rt'presented the Crown during
several terms at the Court of Queen's B ench,
Crown Side, and was junior counsel for the
Crown at the trial of Lou!s Riel and other rebels
at Rt>gina, in July, 1885. He sat in the Lcgislath·c Assembly of Quebec from 1886 until 1\Iay,
18!)6, when he resigned, and was elected to the
H ouse of C(lmmons. On Dec. 20, 1891, he was
appointed a mrmbcr of the Executive Council,
and became attorney-general in the D cBoucherville administr·at:on, and was subsequently reappointed to the snme position in the Taillon administration. H e is a strong Conservative. On
)fay 15, 18i8, in Quebec, he married :Marie
Louise, dau)!hter of Alexander Lc:.\loine, Esq.
IJE:\RY H.\ nro:-o:D CASCRAtN, son o£ Senator
Charles E. Casgrain, was born July 7, 1857, in
Sandwic.h. His education was pursued at th~.
Toronto Univt>rsity, and in the best schools of
Europe, and he is to-day one of the best physicians and surgeons in ·windsor. lie married
Alice Frazer of Detroit, :Michigan.
CilARLES WtLLI.Ul CASGR,\l!'f, son of Senator
Charles E. Casgrain, was born May 24, 1859, and
is a prominent lawyer in Detroit. llis marriage
was to a 1\Iiss H ammond, and his children are
Charlotte, Adelaide, Hnmmond and Wilfred.
JosEPH PUILIP CASORAIN, son of Senator
Charles E. Casgrain, married Alice Marcon, and
they reside in Windsor, Ontario.
tim ~s
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JOHN COATSWORTH ILER, Sheriff of
the County of Essex, and one of its most
highly regarded citizens, claims German
ancestry. Jacob Iler, his grandfather, was
born in the State of Pennsylvania, in 1768,
and settled in Canada ·w hile still a young man.
lie married Elizabeth Snider and they r eared
children as follows: Susan (who lived to the
age of ninety-nine and one-half years), Davi1l,
Solomon, Ann, Samuel, :Mary, Jolm, J acob,
and Elizabeth.
Solomon Iler, son of Jacob and father of
Sheriff Iler, was born in 1802, on Grosse Ile,
and in 1806 came with his parents to the
County of Essex, where later he married Hannah Coatsworth. 'rhey reared these children:
Ann (deceased), John .C., Elizabeth (deceased), Joseph (deceased), Esther (deceased),
George (a farmer of County Essex), Hannah,
Solomon, Susan (deceased), Thomas, Leonard
(a Baptist minister of County Kent) , and Burr ett (connected with the Inland Revenue service in Toronto) .
John Coatsworth Iler \Vas born in 1828, in
Colchester to·wnship, County Essex, where he
grew to manhood, and where he passed many
years as a farmer, still retaining his property
in his native township. Mr. Iler is a man of
unusual physical and mental vigor, and has
been identified with both r eligious and p olitical interests in his locality for a very long
period. For over forty years he has been a
local preacher of the Methodist Church, being
even now active as such, and his voice has been
heard in the discussion of religious topics in
almost every ·district in Kent and Essex, and
also many times in the City of Detroit. He is
gifted with great eloquence, and has always
been in demand as a speaker. His popularity
and reliability have also made him a favorite
and successful candidate for almost all the
township offices, and in 1875 he came \Vithin
thirty-five votes of being elected to a seat in
Parliament. For ten years he served as township clerk, and nine years as reeve, and in
1879 he was elected warden of the county.
1\fr. Iler has always been conscientious in his
political stand, and has taken an active part in
the various campaigns, as an effective speaker
for those principles which he has believed to
be the best for the country. In 1883 1\:Ir. Iler
was made sheriff of the County of E ssex, and
since that date he has devoted his attention
closely to the duties of the office, with the same
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efficiency which has marked all of his public
career.
In 1850 Mr. Iler was married to Adalin e
Buchanan, who '~as born in the County of
Essex, a _daughter of J ohn Buchanan, one of
the early settlers, and three daughters were
born to this union, as follows: Margaret, who
married Eli Wright, of the County of Essex,
has one daughter, Bertha Grace; Josephine,
who married Atkinson Wigle, of Essex, has
children- Roland, Adaline, J ohn C., Allen
and Lewis ; Mira, who married Albert Rumball, deputy sheriff of the County of Essex,
has children- Maude, Lulu, l\Iargaret, Adaline, Kinney and Albert. ·
The Sheriff and his wife are leading members of the Methodist Cihurch at Windsor, and
they are numbered among the most substantial residents of the County of Essex. M:r.
Tier claims to owe, very largely, any success or
honor to which he has attained in life to his
beloved wife, who has always been a faithful
and wise counsellor and. companion. One feature of Mr. Iler 's family life that might almost
be called unique is the fact that although he has
been married for over fifty-four years, and has
raised three children and twelve grandchildren,
there has not been a single death in the family
during that long period.
JUDGE ALEXANDER CHEWE'l''l' (deceasE>d), who for many years was a prominent
figure in the life of Sandwich, County of Essex,
as well as in the Count!es of Kent and Lambton, was a roan of high standing in the legal profession, and had the distinction of being the
second jud ge of the Western Judicial Dist1·ict,
which comprised the Count:es of Essex, K ent
and Lambton. J udge Elliott was the first· judge
of that district. After it was divided into Essex,
Kent arid Lambton J udge Chewett was judge of
the County of Essex for several terms, and his
successor was Judge Leggett, who was succeeded
by Judge C. R. Horne, the present incumbent of
that office.
Judge Chewett was born in Canada in 1800.
During the war of 1812, while only a lad of
twelve years, he · carried powder to the troops,
thus serving his country in the struggle. He
read law with Chief J ustice Sir John Beverley
Robinson. Prior to his election to the Bench he
practiced law in H amilton', ind upon the reti:~:e
ment of Judge Ell:ott from the Bench of the
Western District, was appointed to that incum-
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bency, and ably discharged. the duties pertaining
to the accepted position until the territory was
divided into three distinct judicial districts,
when he l:>ecame· judge of the County of E ssex.
However, he was obliged by failing health to res'gn his j udgeship, but his wise decisions and
just conduct of. the office under his administration will long be remembered by those who knew
and admired him.
Judge Chewett married Janet Findlay, who
was born in Scotland in 1810, and to this union
were born three children : I sabelle M., who
· died young ; Richard, deceased ; and Sarah A.
F ., still a resident of Sandwich. The Judge
passed away in 1872, and his widow in 1887,
and both were buried in St. John's cemetery,
Sandwich.
CoL. \:VrLLIAM CHEWETT, the Judge 's father,
was born in London, England, Dec. · 21, 1753,
and was educated for the_ position of hydrographical engineer. He received an appointment as such toward the close of the year 1770
in the service of the East India Company, but
shortly before sailing time he was stricken
down with smallpox, and his place was supplied by another. On his recovery, rather than
wait for another ship, he sailed on a small vessel bound for Quebec, where he arrived in 1771,
and at once began the practice of his profession. On l\fay 20, 1774, when only a little over
twenty, he was taken into the office of the Surveyor General of the Province of Quebec, and
afterward served in the Quebec militia, from
the latter part of September, 1775, to May 6,
1776, d uring which time the place was besieged
by the rebellious Americans. The siege was
ended on the latter date by the arrival
of his l\Iajesty 's ship-of-war "Isis,'; and.
the ''Surprise,'' a frigate under the com-'
mand of Lord ·Petersham.
During the
siege Mr. Chewett was employed by order
of his . E xcellency, Capt. Gen. Carleton,
governor of Quebec, under the direction of the ·.
Deputy Surveyor General, the lion. John Collins, in surveying the fortificat!ons surrounding
the city and in determining the distance of the
rebel batteries. After the defeat of the Americans :Mr. Chewett was appointed ·acting paymaster of works for the ports of St. John, Isle
Aux Noix, and the:r dependencies on Lake
Champlain; was appointed to the Engineer's,
Quartermaster General's and Naval Departments,
by Lieut.-Gov. Hamilton, Quebec ; and' afterwards r eturned to Quebec, and 'vas again placed
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in the surveyor general's department. In 1786
he was sent by the Surveyor General, ~Iajor
H elland, t o take charge of the d istrict of
Lup.enburg, formerly the eastern townships of
Upper Canada, and now comprising the easternmost count ies of Ontario. H ere he was employed for several years, surveying and laying
out lands for the disbanded troops and loyalists.
)[r. Chcw<'tt was married in 1791 to Isabella
:McDonell, a J aughter of ){ajor Archibald McDonell, of the Long Sault.
The following letter, written by Mr. Chewett
to his fril'nu, the lion. J ohn Corlis, relative to
the pt·ocuring of his marriage license, was reC<'ntly found in the office of the Crown Lands
D<>partment in Toronto, where it still remains:

I

I

\

.

CoRNWAll., 22d Apr., 1791.
Dear S ir:- Having found out a . girl whom I mean
to make a partner for life, nnd without which it is
impos~iblc to exist in this settlement , having no sett led pluce t o rt>tire to after the fatigues of a survey or
take care of the little property I have (this I hope
you will not think unreasonable at the time of life I
nm come to. ns it does not proceed from moth·es of
folly, but of a mature and deliberate consideration),
I tlu:rl'fure must pray you as my friend to obtain a license
for me ann ] gnbl!lla ~reDoneII (she is of the family
of ~lajor Archibald McDonell, of Long Sault), to be
*ent by the fi rst opportunity; and in doing so you will
oblige an old servant who is, with the greatest respect,
Dear Sir,
Your most obedient humble sen •nnt,

w.
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A. II. CLARKE, LL.D., K.C., of Windsor,
senior member of the prominent legal firm of
Clarke, Cowan, Bartlet & Dartlet, is one of the
leading citizens of Windsor, as well as a distingui.<;hed mt>rnber of the Ontario Bar. He was
born Oct. 25, 1860, at .Manilla, County of Victoria, Ont., a son of John Clarke and grandson
of H ugh Clarke.
IIugh Clarke was born in 1784, in Devonshire, England, and with his wife and children
emigrated to Canada, locating in the County of
.Durham, where he lived through a long useful
life, working at his trade of mechanic. He died
in 1874. The children of Hugh Clarke and his
wife were as follows : Thomas, a mechanic of
Hampton; J ohn; James, who is engaged in t he
real-estate b·usiness at Cobourg; William, who
died from a wound received in the Crimean
war; Hugh, who died in Ontario; Ann, the
widow of J ohn Dix, who died in 1901, at the
age of e!ghty-six years; 1\Iary F ., who married
George H ill, of Port H ope; and Elizabeth,
who married Edward Glass, of Little Britain.

John Clarke, son of Hugh, was born Feb.
12, 182G, in Devonshire, England, nnd accompanied his parents in their emigration to Canada. H e settled in Manilla, where he was engaged as a mechanic, being a skilled blacksmith.
lie is now living retired in Toronto. H is wife,
Ann Werry, daughter of Peter \ Verry, a native
of Cornwall, E ngland, died in 1871, leaving
seven children: Samuel, a blacksmith in 1\fanilla; Miss Emma, of Toronto; Sarah, 1\Irs. W.
II. Son ley, of :Manitoba; William '1' ., a manufacturer of Rodney, County of Elgin; A. H.;
J ames H., of Cincinnati, Ohio; and E sther, who
has since died. The second marriage of John
Clarke was to Mrs. Price, of Port Hope, and to
this union one daughter was -born, Renie, Mrs.
J. II. Gundy, of Toronto.
A. H. Clarke acquired an excellent common
school education at l\fanilla, and passed with
credit through the high school at Oakwood,
entering then the law office of Ivlclntyre &
Whiteside, with whom he studied about three
years. H e spent a fourth year under the instruction of H enderson & Small, of Toronto,
and a succeeding year with the well-known firm
of Blake, Lash & Cassels, of the same city, being
called to the Bar in 1882. In 1886 h e received
from the University of Toronto the degree of
LL.B. In 1882 Mr. Clarke entered upon his
practice, displaying an ability which soon
claimed attention. Locating ·in Essex Centre, he
remain ed there until Sept. 1, 1890, when he
located at Windsor. I n January, 1891, he received the appointment of County Attorney for
the County of Essex, and this responsible and
honorable office he ably filled until October,
1904, when he r esigned to become a candidate
in the Liberal interest for the House of Commons in South Essex. In 1892 was formed the
legal firm of Clarke, Bartlet & Bartlet, M. K.
Cowan, M.P., being admitted to partnership in
1896. This firm handles a vast amount of business. The members are all men thoroughly
qualified. in every point of law, and probably
are interested in more cases than any otber firm
in the county.
On Aug. 8, 1888, Mr. Clarke was united in
marriage with Miss l\Iargaret Gibson, daughter
of David Gibson, of Drantford, Ont., and their
four children are: Vida, Constance, J ohn and
Margaret. Both Mr. Clarke and his wife are
members of the Methodist Church of this city.
Politically l\1r. Clarke is a L iberal, and prior to
his appointment as Crown Attorney was active
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in party work, as becomes an intelligent citizen.
He was appointed Q. C. in 1892. He has been
very active in the Masonic fraternity, during
1889 and 1890 being District Deputy Grand
:Master for the Erie District, and during 189899 ·was Provincial Prior in the Knight Templar Order. The family is prominent socially,
and widely known individually as liberal and
interested contributors to various charitable
enterprises, and they number a wide circle of
warm personal friends.
LIEUT.-COL. JOHN RICHARDSON WILone of the most highly respected
citizens of the town of Leamington, a son of
John W. and Jane (Richardson) Wilkinson,
was born in Mersea township, County of Essex,
Ont., Sept. 21, 1837. His grandfather was born
in P ennsylvania, and emigrated to Canada
previous to the war of 1812, being a U.E. Loyalist. He settled at a place called Belle Point, in
Mersea township, County of Essex, where he
engaged in agricultural pursuits during the remainder of his well-spent life. He was a conscientious member of the Methodist Church,
and a man of upright, honest principles.
Though a staunch Conservative in political
views, he did not take any active part in politics, and was in no sense an office-seeker. He
married Mary Kidd, who was oif Scotch
ancestry, and to their union were born the following named children : William K. ; John W. ;
Rachel, who married Henry Fulmer; Francis,
who_ died unmarried; Mary, who married
Thomas Wiper; and Alexander, who married
Mary Wiper.
John W. Wilkinson, father of Col. Wilkinson, was born in Ohio, and came to Mersea
township in early boyhood, being reared to
maturity on the homestead farm. After attaining manhood he purchased a farm on Talbot
street, in Mersea township; and there followed
farming successfully for the greater part of his
life, subsequently removing to Leamington,
where for five years prior to his death he lived
a retired life. . He was a man of quiet, unassuming manner, noted for his geniality and
hospitality. He served as sergeant in the
militia, and was in active service during the
Rebellion of 1837-38. He did not take any
active part in political affairs, although a
staunch Conservative, and was ever ready to
lend his aid in all matters pertaining to the
welfare of the country.
IUNSO~,
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John W. Wilkinson was married in Mersea
township in 1834, and the children born to himself and wife were as follows: (1) :Mary Ann
wa.c; twice married, first to George Freeland, by
whom she had three children, Clarence, Lillian
and Herbert; her second husband was John F.
Sherwood, and they had three children, :Mary,
John and Margaret. :Mrs. Sherwood resides in
L eamington. (2) John Richardson is mentioned below. (3) Ilenry K. was drowned in
Lake Michigan Nov. 6, 1865. (4) Mathew llall
is unmarried. He saw service as first lieutenant in the Leamington infantry in the raid
of 1866. (5) Arthur, who never married,
served as corporal, and afterward as sergeant
in the L eamington infantry in the raid of
1866-70. (6) Maria married James LeMarsh,. of
Wheatley, and they have three living children,
Norman, Roland and Violet; three others are
deceased.
·
·
The maternal ancestors, the Richardsons,
were of English ancestry. Jane Richardson was
born in England, and came to America when
about two years of age. She was a daughter of
John and Jane (Hall) Richardson, who were
among the pioneer settlers of this county, taking up land on which they built a home. After
clearing the ground, they engaged in the cultivation of the soil, and the raising of produce
for the remainder of their lives. After the
death of her first husband, Mrs. Richardson
married Robert Collison. She had three children by her first marriage: Hannah, who married John Jackson ; Jane, :M:rs. Wilkinson ; and
Mary, who married John Foster. By her
second marriage to Robert Collison she had five
children, Maria, Ann, Seth, Ruth and Eliza.
John Richardson Wilkinson, whose name
introduces this biography, acquired a good common school education, but, not contented with
that, has never lost an opportunity ~o add to his
store of knowledge. He remained upon the
homestead farm until he was eighteen years of
age, and then learned the carpentry and
cabinetmaking business, becoming very proficient. For many years he was extensively
engaged in contracting and building, and many
of the most prominent public and private buildings bear testimony of his skill as an artisan,
among which may be mentioned: the high
school, the Presbyterian Church, ''Hotel
Ryall," and other buildings equally well constructed.·
Col. Wilkinson is an author of no mean
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ability, and is the author and publisher of a War Office medals, one given him for general
book of poems entitled ''Canadian Battle service in 1866-70, the other for long service,
Fields and Other Poems,'' which has had a twenty-seven years. IIe also received the offilarge sale, and been received very favorably. cer's decoration and a medal f or general serlie has also been a contributor to many of the vice. He was on the executive committee of the
most popular magazines of the day in Canada Canadian Military Rifle League .for three years
and the United States, as well as to Canadian for the Dominion.
Col. Wilkinson was married at Detroit
newspapers.
In 1862 John R. Wilkinson was appointed Michigan, Aug. 7, 1859, to Mary Jane Stock~
rolor-sergeant in the Leamington Independent well, daughter of Alexander and IIannah (WilInfantry Company, and, with an inherited liams) Stockwell, who was born in Gosfield
m!litary spirit, took special pains to perfect township, County o£ Essex, Aug. 15, 1840, and
himself in military tactics. After duly qualify- they have had the following children: Florence,
ing himself, and passing a rigid examination, born May 17, 1860, married George Sutheringhe was granted both first and second class certi- ton, and has one daughter, Grace 1\fabel, born
ficates of competency to command a company at Leam.i ngton March 28, 1886. IIcnry Hall,
and regiment, and was appointed second lieut- born Jan. 21, 1863, was a sergeant in the 21st
enant while serving in the Fenian Raid in 1866. Essex Fusiliers. Orval Arthur, born June 3,
Soon after he was commissioned first lieutenant, 1865, married Maria Collison, and they have
and subsequently captain, and served on the three children, Maude, Pearl and Lew. Laura
frontier in the second Fenian Raid in the latter Adell, born Dec. 25, 1867, married Louis Smith,
capacity in 18i0. \Vben the regular military and has one child, Fred. Clarabell, born June
instructor was removed from Leamington he 18, 1870, married Clement Beech, and has one
was appointed drill instructor, which position child, Bernice.
The father of 1\frs. Wilkinson was born in
he efficiently filled for sixteen years to the company, and se·ven years as instructor to the r egi- Gosfield
t ownship, his family being amona
the
•
b
ment. While serving as captain of his company p10neers of that township. l-Ie held the office
he was commissioned major, and upon the of justice of the peace, and served as notary
breaking out of the Northwest rebellion, he public. During the Rebellion of 1837-38 he was
organized the 21st Essex Fusiliers, the crack a member of the militia. The mother of Mrs.
YOlunteer regiment of No. 1 Military District, Wilkinson was also born in Gosfield township,
whirh he commanded for seven consecutive daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth (Wilkinson)
years. Col. \Vilkinson was one of the first to Williams. The children born to Mr. and Mrs.
enter the Military Rifle League, and teams from Stockwell were: Peter, deceased; Margaret,
his regiment always successfully competed in Mrs. John Dudgon; .John J., deceased; Mrs.
all rifle tournaments, carrying off many of the Wilkinson; Isaac; and Solomon, deceased.
Mrs. Wilkinson is a consistent member oi
most important prizes. The Colonel himself
won many rifle prizes while in command of the. the Methodist Church, and also a member of
Leamington Company, winning then a steel the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, takbarrel breech-loading r ifle, which he carried off ing an active part in both r eligious and temperin Toronto at the O.RA. matches. lie also won ance work. She is a devoted wife and mother,
the Ontario silver medal, and many other prizes a conscientious, Christian woman, beloved by
her family and many friends throughout the
in competition.
The Colonel is an enthusiastic musician, County of Essex.
and has led the various church choirs in h is
PETER AUGUSTUS AIInfAN, M.D., of
Yicinity for many years. He is a staunch Conservative in his political views, and has served Windsor, is numbered among the older medical
several terms as prcs:dent of the Conservative practitioners ot the County of Essex. He comes
League. In 18!32 he r etired from active mili- from· good old German and Scotch ancestry,
tary duty, retaining the rank of lieutenant- and, notwithstanding the fact that he has been
colonel. He is still president of the Veterans in active practice for a third of a century, he is.
Association of the Korth Ridge Rifles and the as energetic to-day as a man of hal£ his years.
J ohn Aikman, grandfather of P eter AugusJ,eamington I nd<>prndent Infantry Company.
Among other valued possessions he has two tus, settled in IIamilton, Ont., in the eighteenth
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century, and at one time owned about one-third
of the land upon which that city is now located.
He married a Miss Showers, and to their union
were born the following children :-Alex, father
of Peter .A. ; John; Michael, formerly a member
of the Provincial Parliament; Hannah, who
married Rev. Dr. Egerton Ryerson, of Toronto;
Nancy, married to Justice Williams, of Oakville; and M.ary, married to 1'homas H ammill,
of Ancaster. .
.Alex. •<\.ikman, the Doctor's father, was born
in Hamilton, Ont., Jan. 26, 1790, and served in
the war of 1812. On April 14, 1813, he married,
for his :first wife, Mary Springer, who was born
.April 18, 1793, and to them were born nine
children, namely: John, Richard Springer,
Daniel Showers, David Springer, Oliver Tiffany, Mary Margaret, Hanna:h Ryerson, Catharine Elizabeth and Sarah.
Mrs. Mary
(Springer) Aikman died March 6, 1836, and on
J an. 13, 1837, Mr. Aikman was united in marriage with Mary Elizabeth Clement, daughter
of John Clement, of Niagara. Peter .Augustus
was the only child of this marriage. After his
first marriage Mr. Aikman moved from Hamilton to Ancaster, Ont., thence to Paris, Ont. In
1861 he moved to Colchester, County of Essex,
where he died Sept. 11, 1876, at the age of
eighty-six. His wife died January 13, 1892,
at the age of ninety-five years. By occupation
they were farming people, and 'in religion they
were members of the Methodist Church. Politically Mr. Aikman was a Conservative.
Peter Augustus Aikman, the subject proper of these lines, was born near Ancaster, Ont.,
April 28, 1838. His literary education was obtained in the local schools at Ancaster and
Paris. From 1863 to 1866 be taught in the
County of Essex, during which time he was
reading medicine. In 1866 he entered the
·Homeopathic College. at St. Louis, Missouri,
from which institution lie was graduated in
1869, with the degree of M.D. In the sanl.e y~ar
the Doctor passed the examination before the
Board of 1\fcdical Examiners at Toronto, which
entitled him to practice in Ontario. On J an. 26,
1870, Dr. Aikman settled at Windsor, where he
has built up a large practice. He is not only a
medical practitioner according -to the tests of the
medical schools, but. he is an originator of remedies himself. In 1893 he compounded a very
popular remedy . of to-day, known as ,''OrangeiDe," and in 1898 a company was formed in
Chicago, with a capital of $350,000, for the manu-

facture and advertising of this remedy. In
this company the Doctor is a stockholder, while
he of course views the balance of the ·world, except the United States, as an undeveloped territory for this medicine. Dr. Aikman seems to·
be of an inventive turn of mind, and in 1880 he·
invented the Aikman Automatic Car Coupler.
On August 7, 1864, Dr. Aikman and Miss Lucinda Baldwin, daughter of the late :Morgan··
Baldwin, of Colchester, Ont., were united in.
marriage, and to this union were born two children: (1) Mary Ellen married Oswell B. Down,.
son of the late Thomas Down, of "Windsor, by
whom she bas three children, Clement Birnuu,
Robert St. Clair and Alexander Aikman. (2)
Harry married Alice Park, of .Amherstburg,
County of Essex, by whom he has one son,
Charles R. They reside in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where Mr. Aikman is an accountant.
Dr. Aikman has always taken much interest
in the progress of his city, and has served in the
city council for three years. He was largely instrumental in inaugurating the movement for
the paving of the streets and establishment of'
the sewage system, and in that capacity in 1884
he was chairman of the board of public works.
H e has also been a member of the board of education of the city for four years. Politically
he is a Oonservative, and socially a member of'
the Ancient Order of United Workmen. ·
JOHN WILKINSON was born in County
Derry; Ireland, and his wife iri. County Tyrone.
They came to America about the time of theRevolution, settling in Virginia, and in 1801
John Wilkinson came to Canada, locating in
Malden township, County of Essex. H e died'
the fall of 1865. He and his Wife bad children
as .follows: John; Fran\!; Alexander, who. mar- .
i-ied May ·Wiper; Nancy; Polly ; Elizabeth;
William; James; Thomas; Isabella. Alexander
and James served in the war of 1812, and the
Rebellion of 1837-8.
Alexander Wilkinson settled on Lot 5, 1st
Concession, Malden township, and 'vas burned
out during the war of 1812. He and James
served in the British army, and were at the
battle of Lundy's Lane and the taking of Detroit. · While driving cattle to the army
Alexander was taken prisoner by the .Americans, and made his escape while his guards
slept, walking over them with his shoes in his
hands. He was pursued, b~t hid himself in
the woods. After his escape he made his way
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home, but as it was not safe for him to be seen
there, the Americans being in possession of the
county, he secreted himself in the stable until
night, and then went to the house in order to
see his family. Not feeling safe in his own
home in the day time, he continued to hide in
the woods. A comrade of his, named Dell, came
to the house and told his wife that he was dead,
when at that very time he was hidden under
the floor, a trap-door under her bed being his
means of entering and leaving the house. F or
safety he left his home, and took refuge with
Malott, who was out in the bush making sugar,
and from there he made his way back to the
army. In the m:!anwh!le his home was burned,
and his wife and children, left homeless, walked
280 miles to where they had friends, an old man
named Toffielmeyer, and 1\:Irs. Wilkinson's sister,
J udith Hazel, accompanying them on the fearful journey. After peace was declared they all
returned in boats which Alexander "Wilkinson
h:mself made. Alexander Wilkinson also served
in the Rebellion of 1837-1838. H e married Ann
Hazel, and their children were: John and
Elizabeth, twins, and Alexander, who died in
Leamington in 1868.
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A. PHILIPPE E. PANET, L.B., one of
the leading barristers and solicitors of "Windsor,
Ont., is a public-spirited and useful citizen, .and
comes of distinguished ancestry. The origin of
the family is lost in the by-gone history of
France, but J ean Pierre Panet was born in that
country some time in the seventeenth century,
married Margaret Autreau, reared two children, Jean Nicholas and Marie Louise, and died
in Paris.
·
Jean Nicholas Panet was born in France in
1691, and died in 1745. On Oct. 30, 1710, he
married Marie Madeleine Foucher, who died
July 30, 1760, leaving the following children:
J ean Claude ; Pierre Panet de 1\:feru ; Nicholas
Gabriel; Marie Francoise; Anne Madeleine;
Louise Therese; Claude Francois de Carier ;
Louis Francois. J ean Claude, of this family, is
the direct a~cestor of A. Philippe E. Panet, of
Windsor.
Jean Claude Panet was born in 1720, in
France, came to Canada in 1740, and seven
years later, in Quebec, married 1\farie Louise
Barolet. He was a Notary Royal, and was appo:nted chief clerk of the council of the colony.
He was a man of letters and prominence. At
the time of his death, Feb. 28, 1778, he was

judge of Common Pleas, at Quebec, and h e left
among his papers a very precious manuscript
record of the siege of Quebec, in 1759. His
fourteen children bore the names of : 1\Iarie
Louise, Rose, Jean Antoine, Bernard Claude,
Jacques, Joseph, Marie Anne, Genevieve Victoire, Jean Baptiste, Jean Charles Frederick,
Marie Anne Archange, Thomas, Francois Louis
and Marie Francoise.
Jean Antoine Panet, son of Jean Claude,
was born June 8, 1751, in Quebec, and on Oct.
7, 1779, married Louise Philippe Badelart.
They had the following children born to them:
Bernard Antoine, l\Iarie Louise, Philippe,
Louis, Charles, Susanne, and five others who
died young. Jean Antoine Panet was a Notary,
a man of affairs, and became prominent in Canada as a great statesman, being a member of the
first Canadian Parliament and the first Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly of Canada, a position he filled with dignity and honor for
twenty-two years. His death took place May
17, 1815, at Quebec.
Philippe Panet1 son of Jean AntoineJ wa~J
born Feb. 22, 1791, and died in Quebec J an. 15,
1855. Ilis wife was Miss Marie Luce Casgrain,
(an aunt of Senator C. E. Casgrain), whom he
married July 13, 1819, and his children were:
Cecile; Charles Eugene; Rosalie; Marie Alphonsine Philomene; and Rosalie (2) . With his
other honors, for he, too, was prominent in the
Dominion, Philippe Panet was judge of the
Court of Queen's Bench for the Province of
Quebec, and was a man distinguished for his
learning and ability.
Charles Eugene Panet, son of Philippe, and
father of A. Philippe E. Panet, of Windsor,
was born Nov. 27, 1829, and was known
throughout his public career as Colonel Panet.
From 1854 to 1860 he practiced law in his
native city of Quebec, and was afterward
coroner of the District of Quebec for fourteen
years. For twenty-three years· he was deputy
minister of militia for Canada, having been appointed in F ebruary, 1875, after having been
for one year a member of the Senate. His first
marriage was to Clara Esther Lussier, and the
children of this union were: Antoine Philippe
Eugene, Joseph Felix Lussier, and three others
who died in infancy. His second marriage was
to H enriette Harwood, and nine children were
born to this union, namely : 11farie Louise, Antoine de Lotbiniere, Eugenic, Alphonse Eugene,
Henri Alexandre, Charles Louis, Arthur Bade-
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lart, Alice and Arthur Hubert. H is third mar- est and most r eliable railroad men of Western
riage was to Caroline de Bellefeuille, and the Ontario.
:Mr. Whittaker owns a good old English
three children born to this union were: Marie
Louise Caroline, Edouard de Bellefeuille and name, and his forefathers long made it a
respected one in England. His grandfather
1\farie Louise.
was
John Whittaker, who passed his whole life
Antoine Philippe Eugene Panet, of Windin
his
native country, and was the father of two
sor, the eldest of Colonel Panet's family, born
children,
Rosa and John. The latter, the father
Nov. 2, 1856, in Quebec, was educated in Quebec
Seminary and Laval University, graduating from of l\fr. Whittaker of Windsor, was born in
the latter in 1882, with the degree of L.B. He 1772, in England, and there married Ann Gilstudied law and served h!s time in the law office lespy, who was born in E ngland in 1778,
of 0 'Connor & IIogg, of Ottawa, and later was daughter of William Gillespy. John Whittaker
called to the Bar. First he began practicing his died in h!s native land at the age of seventyprofession in that city, and in 1887 came to nine years, his wife surviving him unt il she was
Windsor, where his ability has been very gen- eighty-four. By occupation he was a land
erally recognized and he has easily taken a drainer, and was r egarded as an expert. The
leading position in the legal fraternity. Al- cllildren born to himself and wife were: William,
though devoted to the practice and study of the who died at the age of eighty years, in 1900, in
law he is a man of high literary taste in all lines. England, was a brick-maker and land drainer;
He has been chairman of the W indsor P ublic .rohn, who was also a brick-maker, died in
Library board and is still member of this 1904, at the age of eighty-two years in his
board, and as chairman of its building com- native land; Mary Ann, who became well
mittee he has been most useful. It is a source known and much esteemed in her locality, died
of pleasure to him as to other prominent citi- in England; Thomas, who came to Ontario, in
zens that this city was able to take advantage of 1854, died at Niagara Falls, after many years
t he gift of Andrew Carnegie of $27,000, and in of service with the Great Western Railroad;
1903 1\Ir. Panet was justly proud to have the Archibald died young; Archibald (2); James is
new Public Library building, in which he had a merchant in E ngland ; Nancy is deceased;
. and Jane resides in England.
taken such an interest, formally opened.
Archibald ·whittaker was born March 30,
In 1885 M:r. Panet was un!ted in marriage
1834, in England, and learned his trade of
with Miss Josephine Baby, daughter of the late
master mechanic at Newcastle, with Sir WilCharles T. Baby of Sandwich, Ont., a descenliam Armstrong. In 1857 he came to Ontario,
dant of one o£ the oldest French families in
Canada. Both Mr. and Mrs. Panet are mem- locating at Hamilton, where he at" once engaged
with the Great Western Railway, remaining in
bers of the Roman Catholic Church. Socially
the shops there for nine years. He then came
he is identified with the C.M.B.A., of which he
to Windsor, and took charge of the car departis past president; he has also been president of
ment, in which capacity he served the • road
the St. Jean Baptiste Society. He is progressive
most e$ciently for thirteen years, so well that
and public-spirited, and one of the social as
he was given an excellent position at Niagara
well as legal factors of the life of Windsor. In
Falls. There, however, he remained but a short
1889 he re-organized the Essex Law Association
time, going thence to London as master
and has ever since been its secretary. In poli·
mechanic for all outside work-a position he
tics Mr. Panet is a staunch Liberal and he has
ably filled for six years, and then came to
always taken a very prominent part in political
Windsor as master mechanic for the Grand
contests.
Trunk, and this very important post he still
holds.
ARCHIBALD WHITTAKER. , In the selec1\fr. Whittaker has had a very busy life, but
tion of its responsible men the Grand Trunk he has never failed to take an interest in the
Railroad has found no more efficient and ex- communities in which he has lived, has contrip er ienced employe than Archibald Whittaker, buted to their charities and assisted in their
who now holds the position o£ master mechanic public movements, and since coming to Windsor
for the Western Division of this great highway, has been sixteen years a. member of the board of
has his offices in Windsor, an~ is one of the old- education, accepting the duties of chairman for
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two terms. In the Masonic lodge he is past to Toronto, where he died in 1857, his widow surReligim!!sly he was a
master, is a Knight Templar, and he also be- viving him until 1884.
longs to the A.O.U.W. He it was who organized member of the Roman Catholic Church. The
the first fire brigade of this city, and when the other children born to him and his wife were
water works was established he reorganized the as follows: Samuel died in 1896, at St. Louis,
brigade into companies, and was chief of the l\Io. ; Mary Ann, widow of Patrick Higgins, now
Brigade for some years. In his younger days resides at Toronto; H ugh died in 1883.
he was regarded as something of an athlete,
Francis Cleary was born Nov. 9, 1840, near
and for several years held the medal for high the town of Enniskillen, County Fermanagh,
leaping and running, and he was also a very Ireland, and is therefore one year older than
clever \vrestler. On the maternal side, Mr. .His Majesty, King Edward VII. lie was but
Whittaker's relatives were early settlers at one year old when he was brought to Canada
Hamilton, Thomas and Archibald Gillespy by his parents. II!s ecli.ucation was secured in
being at a very early day connected with the the pubLic schools of Toronto, and also under
development of the Great \Vestern Railway, private tutors, and he also attended the Chrisand were prominent men of the time.
tian Brothers' School in the same city. After
Mr. Whittaker has been twice married, first fitting himself for the legal profession he was
to Ann Hetherington, a native of England, and admitted to practice in 1867, and in the same
her three children were: J ohn, of \Vindsor, a year formed a partnership with the late Alexbaggageman on the Grand T runk line, who ander Cameron, of Toronto, under the name of
married Lilly Gay, and has one daughter, Cameron & Cleary,' at 'Windsor, Ont. 'rhis con· Irene; 1faggie, who married Daniel Dodd, and genial and profitable partnership continued for
has five children, and \Villiam, who married in about twenty-six years. In 1886 Mr. R. F . Suththe United States, and has one ch~ld. Mrs. erland was taken into partnership, and the firm
Whittaker died in 1886. The second marriage became Cameron, Cleary & Sutherland, continuof :Mr, ·whittaker was to Susie Hart Potter, a ing thus until the death of :Mr. Cameron on
native of England, who came to Ontario in ' llfay 15, 1893. 'rhe firm style was then changed
1876. · She died Nov, 16, 1903, in the faith of to Cleary & Sutherland, which form was rethe Church of England, and waS' buried in tained until it was dissolved in December, 1901,
Windsor Grove cemetery. Mr. Whittaker is a on the appointment of our subject to the office
member of the Church of England. His home . of deputy clerk of the Crown, clerk of the
is the oldest house in Windsor, and was built County Court and Surrogate Registrar of the
about 1768 and stands staunch and strong yet, County of Essex, to succeed Frank E. l\Iarcon,
its construction being unique: 'It is of French deceased.
architecture, and the studding_· is ten inches
Mr, Cleary was identified with the Reform
square, between which the wall is brick built over party, and has taken a deep interest in public
the regular house siding. It was erected by a affairs·. . !<,or four years he ·was a member of the
native' of' Detroit, and stands on the river front, "Windsor council, during three of whieh, from
oil what was once the 1\farranette farm.
Mr: 1883 to 1885, he occup;ed the mayor's chair, suc"Whittaker is one of t he most substantial as well ceeding the late Dr. Coventry. In 1887.he was
as highly regarded residents of Windsor, and he the candidate of his party for Parliamentary
honors, the opposing candidate being :Ur. J. C.
enjoys a wide acquaintance and many friends.
The Whittaker family crest is a "White Patterson, the former member. Although Ur.
Horse. " Motto: "Robur atque fides."
Cleary was defeated, his popularity was shown
by the fact that he reduced :Mr. Patterson's preFRANCIS CLEARY, of Windsor, Local vious majority from nearly 700 to 136 votes.
Registrar, H, C. J., Essex, Registrar Surrogate
On Sept. 21, 1871, Ur, Cleary was united ln
Court, Essex, and Clerk of the County Court, marriage with Rose C. Anderson, daughter of
Essex, is a native of the Emerald Isle, as was his · the late Edmund and Eugen!e (~Iorin) Anderfather before him. The latter, Hugh Cleary, son, the former of whom was for many years
was born about 1817, and married Jane Scales, collector of customs at Amherstburg. A family
daughter of Samuel Scales: In 1841 1\fr. Cleary of six children have been born to ·Mr, and Mrs.
came to Canada with his wife and child, and lo- Cleary, as follows: (1) Eugenie E. (2) Norah
cated first· in :Montreal, removing at a late·r date holds the dPgree
B.A. from the Toronto Uni-
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versity, ha.-ing graduated from that institution
in 1899, is also a graduate of the Ontario Normal College, at Ilamilton. (3) Edmund A. graduated from the Toronto University in the class
of 1899, with the degree of B.A., and in 1902 received from his Alma l\fater the fu rther degr<:>c
of LI.J.D. lie is a member of the law class of
1902 of Osgoode H all. ( 4) Francis S. and ( 5 ~
Helen L. at·e still attending school. (6) Charl es
L. is at home. Religiously the family belt•n~s
to the Roman Catholic Church. Fraternally ~I···
Cleary is a member of the C.M.D.A. He has always taken an active interest in anything tending to the material advancement of WinJsnr,
and was during his long legal practice regarrl<.>u
as a careful and able solicitor, his present r~·
sponsible position attesting his abil ity.
ROBER'r SDIPSON, of the well-known
lumber firm of Robert Simpson & Son, of Mersea township, County of Essex, has for the last
thirty-three years been identified with the
growth and development of that township. He
is of Scotch descent on his father's side, but is
a native Canadian, having been born in Saltfleet township, County of Wentworth, Ontar io.
Grandfather Edward Simpson was a
native of Aberdeenshire, Scotland, where
he lived, and was a miller by occupation. His
son Robert, father of Robert, whose name
introduces this sketch, was also born in
Aberdeenshire, and lived there until he
grew to manhood. In 1830 he left home, and
came t.o Canada in a sailing-vessel, landing at
·Quebec after a voyage of six weeks. H e went
first to :h'I ontreal, and from there to Toronto,
after a short stay there going to Oswego, New
York, where he was employed on railroad work.
Before long he returned to Ontario, and located
in Ilamilton, being engaged at first in gardening, and later settling down as a farmer in Saltfleet tQwnship, County of Wentworth. After
seventeen years on that farm he moved to Barton township and rented a farm which he carr:ed on for seven years. He then moved to the
vicinity of Hamilton, where he carried on a
f arm for six years, and then sold out, and,
coming to l\fersea township, there passed the
remainder of his life, dying Sept. 3, 1892, at the
r esidence of his daughter. He was interred in
t he Lake View cemetery at Leamington. He
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and
a Conservative in politics. During the Rebellion of 1837-38 he served as a private in the
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British army. He married l\fiss Margaret E nglish, daughter of Thomas English, of the
County of Wentworth. She was also a member
of the Presbyterian Church. She died in April,
1859, and is buried in the Barton cemetery.
Their children were as follows: 1\Iargaret,
deceased, who married William Campbell;
John, who died at the age of twenty; Mary,
who married J ohn E. Snyder, of Leamington;
Robert, who is mentioned below; Alexander,
who lives in Ancaster, Ont.; and Isabella, who
married Arthur Scratch.
Robert Simpson was born in Saltfieet township, County of Wentworth, May 12, 1845, and
attended t he district school in his native place,
remaining on the home farm until he was
seventeen years old. H e then began to make
his own way in the world, doing farm work for
$10 a month. He continued to work for others
until 1865, when he married and moved :nto
.l\fichigan, locating near Bay City, where for a
year he was employed as a millwright, and at
lumbering. Returning to Canada, he settled at
Hamilton, and for a year followed the trade of
carpenter. H e then engaged his services to L.
D. Sawyer & Co., with whom he remained two
years and a half, after which he came to the
County of Essex and located on Concession A,
l\Iersea townsl~ip, going into the lumber business with his brother-in-law, John E. Snyder.
This partnership was one of the first in that
part of the township, in the lumber manufacturing business, and lasted for two years. For
a short time after the dissolution of this partnersh ip Mr. Simpson was engaged in carpenter
work, and then formed another partnership
\\ith his wife's brother, Jacob A. Burkholder.
This firm, 'b:nown as Simpson & Burkholder,
continued eight years, engaged in the manufacture of lumber. On March 28, 1876, during the
existence of this firm, fire destroyed their place, · .
but it was rebuilt later. Mr. Simpson then
bought out 1\Ir. Burkholder, and continued the
business himself. In 1886 he established a mill
in Romney township, County of Kent, where
for several years the business was carried on
by himself, when his son Robert became his
partner. For some time the bus!n ess has been
carried on on an extensive scale in l\fersea
township, where the firm owns 325 acres of
land. A part of their land is under cultivation,
and 1\Ir. Simpson engages in farming in addit :on to looking after his mill interests. In 1902
the company met with a severe loss in the de-
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struction of one of their mills by fire, but they
are successfully carrying on a large mill near
the site of the old one.
On May 30, 1864, Robert Simpson married
Elizabeth Cather ine Burkholder, who was
born in Barton township, County of Wentworth, July 15, 1843, daughter of Elijah Burkholder. 'fo this union have been born the following children : Robert Wallace, who is mentioned below; Emma Lorena, who married
Charles Moore, and lives near Atlanta, Michigan (they have five children, Roena, Ella,
Arthur, Katie and Robert B.) ; Elizabeth Catherine, who married l\Iilton Loveless, of l\Iersen
township (they have six children, Roy,
Blanche, Aletha, Delos, Mary and Seth) ; Norman .Alexander, who married Rose Lane, and
lives in Leamington (they have two children,
Iva and McRae); Cynthia Helena, who married
Gowan 1\Ialott, of Mersea (they have three children, Alto, Mildred and Arthur); John Bruce,
who lives at home; and Pearl May, who marr !ed l\IcDonald J effery (they have one child,
I na G., and live in Walkerville, Ont.). All the
family attend the Methodist Church. In poli·
tics Mr. Simpson is a Conservative, and has
served as one of the school trustees. H e is a
man of temperate habits, and domestic in h!s
tastes, devoted to his home and family. lie has
achieved a great reputation as a ploughman,
and has carried off the first or second prize in
many contests, his first success of this sort being
when he was seventeen years of age, when he
took the second prize. Out of five Provincial contests he won the r ed ribbon three times,
and in local contests has taken the first prize a
number of times, and won over thirty red r ibbons. He is an enterprisin~ and progr essive
cit!zen, and possesses the friendship and r espect
of all his neighbors.

this experience he returned to Mersea, and soon
after became manager of his father's mill in
Romney township, County of Kent, being taken
into partnership with his father in 1900. .This
partnership continues to the present time, and
1\Ir. Simpson is also manager of the business.
Mr. Simpson married first, in Leamington,
Lucilla Brown, daughter of l\Iontgomery
Brown, of that place, who died in 1887, and is
buried in Lake View cemetery. F or his second
wife he married, in Walkerville, Annie
(daughter of Henry) Tomlinson, by whom he
has one child, Robert. After the death of his
second wife, in 1893, he married (third) her
sister Mary, and they have a family of six
childern, as follows: J ohn, Lester, Russel
Alger, Leland Harold, George, At·thur Clair
and William. Mr. Simpson is a member of the
A.F. & A.M., at Windsor, and of Palestine
Lodge, of Windsor ; he is also one of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 1\fasons.
In politics he is a Conservative, and his
religious belief is that of the Uethodlist Church.

BURKHOLDER. Th e Burkholder f amily,
of which Mrs. Elizabeth Catherine (Burkholder) Simpson is a member, is one of the oldest settled families in Upper Canada. The family is of Swiss origin, J acob Burkholder, the
American ancestor, having been born in Switzerland in 1747. His boyhood was spent in
Mannheim, Baden, Germany, and in 1765, while
still in his teens, he came to Pennsylvania.
There he married Sophia Reche, and they resided in that State until 1793, when, pref erring
to live under the British flag, they moved into
Canada, and were among the first white settlers.
in Barton township, County of Wentworth
There 1\fr. Burkholder passed the r emainder of
his life, making a home for his family, and putting under cultivation a large tract of land,
ROBERT WALLACE SIMPSON, eldest which was mere wilderness when he settled there.
son and partner of :Robert Simpson, was born He died in 1812 and was buried in the family
near Bay City, Michigan, Oct. 18, 1865, but his burying ground, where have been laid away
parents returned to Canada while he was still . many of his descendants. Members of this faman infant, and he grew up and attended .school ily are settled in many parts of Canada and the
in Mersea township. From the t ime ·he was United States. The children of J acob and Sophia
eleven years old he worked in the mill with his (Reche) Burkholder were as follows : Christian ;
father, and became familiar with all branches David; Magdalen, who · married (:first) J ohn
of the business. When he was twenty-one he Nelf, and (second ) J ohn Keagy, and was tlie
went to Walkerville, where for a time he was mother of nine children; .Tacob; Peter; and Baremployed on the farm of Hiram Walker, and bara, who married Peter Thomas.
later by the Grand Trunk Railway Co., for
Christian Burkholder, eldest son of J acob,
whom.he worked during 1891 and 1892. After was born in Pennsylvania, Dec. 14, 1772, and
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came with his parents to Canada. IIe engaged
in farming and stock raising, and spent the remainder of his life in what is now Barton township, County of "Wentworth, dying there Sept.
17, 1843, when nearly seventy-one years of age..
He is buried in the old family burying-ground,
the gray headstone that marks his grave bearing
this inscription: ''Christian Burkholder, born
Dec. 14, 1772, died Sept. 17, 1843, aged 70 years,
9 months ~d 3 days.
"Remember, man, as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I.
As I am now so you will be,
Prepare for death and follow me.''
Christian Burkholder married 1\Iary Hess,
and was the father of ten children, as follows :
Susan, who married William Munn; Jacob
Hess; Daniel; Anne, who married Alexander·
McCann; John; Sophia; Henry, .who lives in
Michigan; Enoch B. ; Elijah; and David.
Elijah Burkholder, next to the youngest of
the children of Christian, was born on the homestead farm, Nov. 18, 1820, and was educated in
the schools · of his native place. His entire life
has been passed in the same place, where he has
engaged in general farming. As a young man
he was noted for his prowess with the axe, and
made a record by chopping and piling four cords
of wood in one day, in addition to other work.
He has now retired f rom active pursuits, having reached the ripe age .of eighty-four, and
leaves the management of the farm to his son,
Lewis. In politics he has always adhered to the
Liberal party. He was one of the volunteers
ready to bear arms and help put down the rebellion, at the time of Mackenzie's Raid in 1837-38.
Elijah Burkholder married, in the forties, Cynthia Smith, of Glanford, Ont., and they had a
family of eight children, who reflect great credit
upon the careful Christian rearing given them
by their parents. Mrs. Burkholder was a careful and loving mother, and a true Christian.
She died at her home in 1901, and is buried in
the Burkholder family burying-ground.
The
children of this union were as follows: Jacob,
who settled in New 1\'i[exico; Elizabeth Catherine, who married Robert Simpson (see above);
Christina, who married "William McKay, of Barton township, County of Wentworth; Cyrus W.,
who lives in Binbrook; Lewis, who has charge of
the home farm; Euphemia, wh<? married Albert
Long, and lives near Rymal Station; Emma, who
married George Barrett, and lives at Rymal Sta-
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tion, County of Wentworth ; and Lena, who marJ
ried Frederick Magill, who works for the Canadian Express Company, at Hamilton, Ontario.
GEORGE S'l'EPIIENS, ex-)I.P., a prominent citizen of Chatham, and a leading politician of the· County of Kent, belongs to one of
the old established families of the county, whose
ancestors date from England.
.The earliest member of the family to lt!ave
the mother country was Daniel Stephens, the
great-grandfather of George Stephens, who
settled in the western colonies,· now the Unit~d
States, some time prior to the RevolutioHary
War. Daniel Stephens served in that struggle,
in .the Colonial army, and on one occasion was
wounded most seriously by a musket ball, and
wh!le lying helpless was scalped by a prowling
Indian. Friends came to his rescue, and he was
nursed back to health, settled in the State G£
New York, and reared a family of five sons,
namely: H enry, Chauncy, 1\firon, Alva and
Richard.
Richard Stephens, grandfather of George,
and the youngest of the five sons, removed to ·ontario. He served in the British army during
the war of 1812, holding a commiss!on as captain. He married Eleanor Lillie, and they had
seven children: Alva, Ezra, "William Henry,
Calvin, Daniel, James and Ellen Jane, of whom
Calvin, an honored resident of Chatham, born
Feb. 22, 1825, is the only survivor.
William Henry Stephens, son o£ Richard,
was born in 1820, in the County of Northumberland, Ont., and married 1\fary Ann Thorn, who
was of English birth. I n early life he followed
the profession of teaching, but in 1851 he settled
in Harwich township, County of Kent, and there
engaged in farming until h is death, in 1872,
The children of William H. and Mary Ann
(Thorn) Stephens were: Emily, who married J.
Carpenter, of Chatham township; William
Henry, ·a prominent and wealthy citizen of Chatham; George ; Victoria, who married C. Campbell; James L.; Annie and Nellie, deceased;
Hattie, of the city of Chatham, and Albert, of
Harwich township.
.·
George Stephens was born Oct. 2, 1846, in
the County of Northumberland, Ont., and was
ten years of age when. his parents located in the
County of Kent. Here he grew to manhood, in
H arwich township, attended school and assisted,
on the farm, remaining there ·until he was twenty-six years of age. For some six years he was
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in partnership with his older brother, William
H enry Stephens, of Chatham. In 1872 he established his present general hardware business in
Chatham, carrying in addition to the usual stock
a large line of carriages, bicycles and also farm
machinery. His extensive business in these lines
has brought him into personal contact with almost all the farmers of the County of Kent, and
the honorable nature of his business dealings has
won for him universal esteem.
In 18!:19, nnd again in 1900, ~Ir. Stephens
was elected a member of the city council of Chatham, and on Nov. 7, 1000, was honored by election to Parliament from the County of Kent, his
opponent being '1'. A. Smith, a very popular citizen of Chatham. In his public career, as well as
in his prh·ate life, ) [ r. Stephens has shown himself a man of integrity, and both political and
personal honor.
)[r. Stephens has been twice married. In
1874 he was united to ~Iiss Katie Lyell Stringer,
who passed out of this life July 1, 1879. To this
union were born no children. 'l'he second marriage of )[r. Stephens was to Miss J ean llfather
Strin~er, a sister of his former wife. One son,
Will!am Lyell, was born to this marriage July 6,
18S4. This promising youth was removed by
death Aug. 16, 1899, at the age of fifteen years,
one month and ten days.
)fr. Stephens has long been a leading member of the Liberal party and exerts a wide influence. His religious preference is for the Presbyterian Church. He is a man of high character,
n.nd a most useful, public-spirited citizen of
·Chatham.
:\L\..IILON K. COWAN, K.C., :M.P., a m1:mber of the legal profession of Windsor, and :t
member of the House of Commons of the Dominion Parliament, is a native of the County .... f
Essex, and a son of ·walter Cowan, one of the
early settl('rs.
The grandfather of :\[r. Cowan was u nati"e
of the North of Ireland, whither his f ather had
removed from Scotland. He married Jane H ewett, and they reared a family of six children,
namely: William, who was a farmer in the
County of Essex; Robert, also a farmer, in Mersea, County of Essex; Hampden, deceased, a
farmer in Tilbury East ; Walter; Lucinda,
widow of William Hutchinson, of Mersea township; and 1\farthn, wife of Samuel Sloan, of
K~nt County.

Walter Cowan was born in 1823, in the
North of Ireland, and at the age of nineteen
came to Canada, settling in Ontario. He located
on Lot 5, Concession 8, in Mersea township,
County of Essex, where he purchased the south
half of Lot 5, for $300. After succeeding in
clearing this property he purchased the other
half of the lot, and thus acquired a farm of
200 acres, where he lived and prospered until
1891, in which year he retired from activity.
Removing to Leamington, he died there in July,
1902, after several years' enjoyment of a wellearned competency. Mr. Cowan was not only
a successful agriculturist, but was also an intelligent man of affairs and occupied a position
among the leading men of h!s locality. For
many years he was reeve of his township, and
h was mainly through his endeavors that the
drainage question became a. public issue. In his
early life educational advantages had been
denied him, but he rectified this by putting
himself under instruction, devoting his evenings to study after the close of the day's work.
Such ambition brought its own reward, resulting in the well informed and intelligent gen·tleman l\Ir. Cowan became. Politically he was
always of the Liberal party. Doth he and his
wife belonged to the Methodist Church. In
1850 Walter Cowan married Mary Ann Kitchen, daughter of Ziba Kitchen, and to this
union were born children as follows: ·walter,
deceased; Jennie, wife of Rev. Dr. McDonald,
of Grafton, North Dakota; Susan, Mrs. William
!meson, of Mersea township; l\:lartha, deceased;
Calvin, on the old homestead; and Mahlon K.,
the subject of this biography.
Mahlon K. Cowan was born May 10, 1863,
on the old homestead in Mersea township. lie
acquired a liberal education in the Brantford
and Collingwood collegiate institutes, and then
turned his attention to the study of law, in May,
1885, becoming a pupil of Ron. A. S. Hardy, of
Drantford. He was called to the Bar in 1890.
In August of the same year he settled at Windsor, and formed a partnership with J. W.
Hanna which continued until 1896, when the
legal firm of Clarke, Cowan, Bartlet & Bartlet
came into existence.
Mr. Cowan has always taken an active interest in politics, and every campaign for many
years has found him an earnest worker for the
principles of the Liberal party. In 1896 his
popularity was recognized by his election as a
member of the Dominion Parliament for South
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Essex, and his course met with such approbation that in 1900 he was re-elected. He has
been a conspicuous member of the House, and
has advocated many of the most strenuous reforms of the sessions. Ile had the honor of being the father of the first Alien Labor Bill that
ever passed the Canadian Parliament (1897).
On different occasions this important matter
had been brought before the Parliament, but
. nothing had been accomplished of a practical
nature. Mr. Cowan's bill met with approval,
and, as stated, became a law. He is also the
author of other important measures and has
made a record on the floor of the House. His
notable speech, made in 1900, on the ''\Vest
Huron Election Frauds," was w!dely quoted
and aroused approving comment from the publie. At the opening of the ~ession of 1902 1\Ir.
Cowan '''as elected chairman of the committee
on Private Bills, which is considered the second
most important committee of the House of
Commons, being composed of over e!ghty memhers, which position he still holds, having been
unanimously re-elected in 1903, and again in
1904.
During the past quarter of a century the
farmers· residing in seetions · of the country
where the land is level, and especially the western counties, have been seriously hampered in
tbe cultiV'ation of the soU by reason of their inability to drain their lands, wherever it was
necessary to carry the drains across the roadbeds of railroad companies. This arose from
the fact that the right to enact drainage laws
lies exclusively within the Provincial Parliament, while railways are within the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Dominion Parliament, and
as the Provinces had no authority over rail. ways ,it therefore followed, as a natural sequence, that the different municipalities or
farmers had no right to enter upon their lands,
or to compel them to open drains under their
road-bed to admit of the proper drainage of the
land. The matter had been brought up in Parliament every session for the past fifteen years,
by both senators and members of the House of
Commons, but as less than twenty:five constitu· encies were affected by it, and four~fifths of
these in the Province of Ontario, they met with
little or no success, as the railways bad some
influence in nearly every constituency in Canada, and those constituencies, which were not
affected by drainage laws, naturally favored
the railways. Thus the matter stood until Mr.
2
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Cowan took it up, in the session of 1902,
failed, the bill being defeated in a sub-conimittee to which it was referred. Undaunted,
however, by this failure, and w!th the same persistency with which he succeeded in passing the
Alien Labor Bill, after others had failed, he reintroduced his measure this session, and although it was fought most strenuously by the
large railway corporations he succeeded in getting the Commons to adopt it in the face of the
opposition of the Minister of Railways, a member of the Government of which 1\Ir. Cowan was
a supporter. The scene of battle was then removed to the Senate, and the Senate adjourned
to one of the committee rooms for the purpose
of listening to the arguments against the railway bill. 1\fr, Cowan was the only member of
the House of Commons to appear before the
Senate committee, and so strongly did he put
his case that it was adopted by the Senate. Of
such vital importance was this measure considered by the Farmers' Associations throughout the Province of Ontario, that; at their general meeting held in the city of Toronto, a vote
of thanks was tendered him by the General Association. The public press of all shades of
politics, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, spoke
in most glowing terms of the efforts 1\fr. (Jowan
had put forth. His opinions on all· public. questions are listened to with interest and respect,
and he is regarded as one of the lead:ng members of his party. This position, which he attained in the early days of his Parliamentary
career, he established beyond question by his
speech on the Grand Trunk Pacific railway contract. In h!s defence of the contract Mr. Cowan
revealed
power of argument and a lucidity
of expression that gave this speech prominent
rank among the great speeches that were made
on the Grand Transcontinental railway issue.
It was this speech, perhaps, more than any
other incident, that showed Mr. Charles M.
H ays the pronounced capability of 1\fr. Cowan
and opened up the negotiations that led to the
appo~ntment of the member from South Essex
to the high position of counsel for the Grand!
Trunk Pacific Railway Company. The ability
which Charles 1\L Hays saw in Mr. Cowan the
latter's friends had long recognized, and there
was no surprise over the appointment, which
closed eight years of brilliant parliamentary
service.
On Sept. 5, 1892, Ur. Cowan was married to
Miss Qlara. L. Pilkey, of Brantford. She is a.

a

'
18

CO::\C\IE::\IOR.ATIVE BIOGRAPITICAL RECORD.

member of the PresbytE-rian Church, which Mr.
Cowan also ath•nds. Socially, as well as politically, )[r. Cowan is a representative citizen of
W inU.'Ior.

\
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HICIIARD C,\RXEY, :\LB., :M.D., J\I.C.,
P. & S., of Windsor, is a native of Ontario,
born in BarriE>, in 1 84~ .
The first of the Doctor 's progenitors of whom
h(• has accurate knowlE>tlgc, is his grandfather,
Richard Carney, clucst son in a family, originally one of the I rish gcntry of County Tipperary, which was scattered by the religious f euds
of the p<'riotl. The name is found in County
Waterford ns that of one of the main thoroughfar•·~. and in County Sligo as Castle Carney.
This grand-sire married Charlotte Chubb, a
mcmi>cr of n prominent family in " Tiltshire,
Engluuu, by whom he bad ten children, among
whnm were Gl'orgc, a captain in the navy;
Thomas, a captain in the merchant marine;
John, in the army; Richard (2), mentioned below; an<! Edward, in the Government Survey
on our Pacific Coast. Going with his regiment
to llcli~olnnu, where the father of the subject
of our sketch, was born, he participated in the
stirring events connected with that strategic
outpost. He returned to England where he died.
The Doctor's father, Rich.ard (2), entered the
navy as an assistant to a Surgeon on a man-ofwar, under orders to bombard Algiers, then the
rcnueZ\"0\IS of the ~Iediterran ca n-sea pirates.
On being invalided home from the Bermudas,
he became a clerk in the Commissariat DepartmE'nt, in whit11 he remained until leaving for
Canada in 18:32. He bad married l\lary, daughter of Willium Johnston, who was then warden
in the fortifications at Portsmouth, England.
He located in Barrie, then a way-station on the
)filitflry rond from Toronto to Pcnetanguishene
where fortifications had been constructed. H e
remained there until 1846, when he was sent to
Owl'n Sound SIS Customs officer to that port.
".hile a resident of Barrie, the Rebellion of
1837-38 broke out, and he led the Simcoe conting<>nt of loyali~ts to Toronto. lie became very
active in public affairs at Owen Sound, being
elected reeve, warden, and mayor in succession.
H is loyalty to the Crown made him a supporter
of what, afterward, became the Conservative
party although he had been a Whig in the old
country. H e was a strenuous advocate of civil
and reli~ious liberty; and, although an Episcopalian, he supported the movement for the

secularization of the Clergy Reserves, and the
establishment of Separate Schools. In 1859 he
went to Algoma as stipendiary magistrate, and
when that district was erected into a Provisional
Judicial one, under the late J udge (Col.) Prince,
he was appointed sheriff, which office he filled
until 1882. He died in 1885, leaving a widow
and eight children.
· Doctor Carney wa.':l educated in the public
schools of Owen Sound, at Upper Canada College, and at the Toronto University. He begau
to study medicine in 1865, at the Toronto J\fedical School, but desiring a wider field and greater
opportunities for practical work, he went to New
York, where he spent two winter sessions at
Bellevue Hospital l\fedical College, graduating
therefrom as l\I.D. in 1869. Returning to Toronto he took the M.B. degree, with honors, at
the University. He was, for seven years, a mem·
her of the 11 Queen's Own'' Rifles, and was
granted a Fenian Raid Medal, and a gran~ of
land for services rendered. When the Riel r ebellion broke out in 1885, he superintended the
re-organizing of the E ssex Battalion, becoming
its first surgeon. For this work he was thanked
by the Militia Department, and by Lieut.-Col.
J . R. Wilkinson, of Leamington. The Doctor
has been a consistent Conservative, with broad
liberal views. He was elected deputy reev~,
with increasing majorities, over the late D. 1\fcGregor, the late Geo. Shipley, and W. J. :McKee,
ex-M.P.P. He has also served the public as
chairman of the local Board of Health. lle
organized the Medical Society of Windsor; set
on foot the movement which culminated in the
establishing, by the late Dean Wagner, of the
Hotel Dieu Hospital,-serving as Vice-President
of its staff until appointed City Physician in
1893 ; and bas been an all-round active citizen.
Coming to Windsor, in 1869, to mannge the
Essex Record,-then a Conservative weekly,-be
decided to locate as a medical practitioner , and
has continued in active practice up to the present.
;In 1891, Dr. Carney married Georgiana,
daughter of the late Gavin Burns, of Oshawa,
by whom he had three children-all of whom
are dead. The D octor and Urs. Carney have
been active in social and philanthropic circles,
and enjoy the resp ect and confidence of the
community.
During his career at Upper Canada College
Dr. Carney was a\varded a prize for an English
· poem on the Marriage of the Prince of Wales-
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now King Edward VII.,-one for Latin verse,
two for English p rose, and one for sword exercise. He also had the honor of representing his
class at the annual commencement, in 1869, of
13ellevue Medical College, New York,-reading
an appropriate address.
DANIEL B. ODET'l'E. Probably Windsor
has no better known citizen than he whose name
opens this biography, and the old li'rench family
from which he has descended has been identified
with Canadian affairs for generations. It was
founded in County Essex by Pierre Odette, a
native of Quebec, who there marrieJ Marie Gaud et, who accompanied him to County Essex in
1805. They became farming people on the river
front in the township of Sandwich West, lived
there in peace and industry, reared four children, and were there gathered to their ancestors.
The children were: Pascal, who settled in the
State of Michigan; Genevieve, who married
Joseph Warrow, and settled in Anderdon township, where she died; Bridget, who married
Raphael Girard and settled in Trenton, State of
Michigan, where both died; and Laurent, the
father of Daniel B.
Laurent Odette was born June 24, 1818, in
Sandwich, and followed farming in Anderdon
township until his death, in 1897. In 1838 he
married Louise ·Fortier, daughter of Capt. Fortier, who was with Capt. Brock at the taking
of Detroit by the British. Mrs. Odette was born
in 1819, being one year younger than her husband, and their happy married life continued
for fifty-seven years, death separating t,hem by
but one year, both reaching the age of seventynine. Their children were: George, born in
1839, is a resiqent of Detroit; he married first
a Miss Fortier, by whom he had two children,
Fred and Charles; his second marriage was to
Minnie Corlett, the .one son of this union being
named Daniel. P'eter, born in 1841, died in
1870; he married Josephine Meloche, and they
had three children, James, Josephine and Annie.
Cecilia married Cyril Pasquette, and they have
fourteen children. Christiana married Clement
Gignac, of Colchester township, and they have
eight children. Daniel B. is mentioned belo\v.
Henry married Georgiana Burns, of Anderdon
township, and they have eight children; in 1902
he was elected treasurer of his township.
Helen married Henry Reaume, of Sandwich
West, and they have five children. Alice (deceased) was the 'vife of Richard T. Gignac, of
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the firm of Gignac Bros. Sebra marrie Raphael Bincette, a jeweler of Windsor.
Daniel B. Odette was born Feb. 29, 1848, on
the old homestead in Anderdon township, and
hence his birthday anniversary occurs but once
in four years, which doubtless would be the
choice of the majority if thus old Father Time
could be cheated of his due. 1\Ir. Odette received
his education in the public schools of his township and at the high school at Windsor, applying
himself to such good advantage that at the age
of seventeen years he was qualified for teaching.
After two years of teaching in Sandwich West,
he entered Bryant & Stratton's Business College, at Detroit, and was there graduated in
1867. The succeeding eight years he passed as
bookkeeper at the Anderdon Stone Quarries,
and duri]lg a portion of this time officiated as
superintendent of the schools of the township.
In 1875 he located at Windsor, taking chargE' of
the bookkeeping department of the mercantile
house of G. W. Girdelstone, of Windsor, with
whom he remained for two years. In 1877, in
association with another practical man of business, l\fr. Wherry, :Mr. Odette embarked in the
business of commission merchant, the r eliable
firm of Odette & Wherry, commission merchants
and steamboat agents, being then formed. This
stanch old firm did much to advance the commercial reputation of ·windsor. It was dissolved in the fall of 1903, Mr. Odette continuing the commission business. Particularly interested in the advancement of the educational
interests of the city, l\fr. Odette has willingty
served on the board of education for ten years,
and his thorough knowledge of the needs of the
growing youth of to-day has been of great use
to his co-laborers.
Had the lines of Mr. Odette's ambition run in
the direction of political preferment in his young.
manhood, it is probable that Windsor would
never have had her exce.l lent business citizen.
He is a forcible speaker, and as he uses both the
French and the English languages fluently he is
much in demand during .the campaigns, not alone
because of his eloquence, but also because he is
regarded as better posted on the political questions of t.he day than any other citizen of western
Ontario. From 1879 to 1886 he declined Parliamentary honor s, but in 1896 he was induced to
accept the nomination for the House of Commons
on the Conservative ticket. This was the year
when the R eform party, by superhuman efforts,
swept the country, and Mr. Odette was defeated,
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although his vote wos very tlotteriug, and a personal victory for h im, ns a thit·u man was placed
in the field ; this latter t u rn of offairs was the
sole cause of his defl'nt.
On Oct. 24, 18 -1, :\[r. Odette was united in
marriage with :\Iiss Annie, daughter of Capt.
G eorge~ lt-vin:r, and the tht·cc sons horn· to this
union bt•ar t he namt•s of E tlmund, Louis and
Thomas. 'l'hc rt>ligious connection of the family
is with the Homan Catholic Church. Fraternally :\I r. Odette IHHI the honor of being the first
pt·csitll•nt of the C. :\L B. A. in Canada; an order
f tm mhl F eb. 11, 1878. H e is also one of t he
ohl\·!'t nwmbt•t-s o f the St. J ohn the Dttptist
Su<>il'ty. In all public mo,·cmcnts, whet her of
bc•nc\·olt>nc<' or ('rtterpris(', )[r. Odette is generous
niHl sinc(•rl'lr int <'n•st.<'tl. Ilis community esteems
him hig-hly nnd considl't'S him one of i~ rcpresent ntin• men.

surgeons of world-wide reputation, I n 1902
he made a third trip to EUI·ope, spending six
months in the hospitals of London and Paris.
Dr. Cusgrain is surgeon for the Twcnty-fi r'St
Battalion, for the Canadian Pacific railroad,
and for the City hospital. In politics he is an
uncompromising Conservative, but hns felt t hat
he had but little time to devote to municipal affairs. H e served on the Water· board of the
city for two years. H e has declined nomination for mayor and Parliamentary honors. Religiously he is a member of the Roman Catholic
Church.
In 1892 Dr. Casgrain was united in marriage with :\!iss Alice ) feade Fraser, daughter
of the late Alexander Fraser, of Cobourg. Dr.
and l\Irs. Casgrain have a beautiful home at the
corner of Dougall avenue and Pitt street, where
their many f riends are made welcome.

IIE:\HY RAY:\IO~D CASORA I ~, 1\I.D.,
who is numht•t'l'U mnong the leading physicians
nnd surg('(ms of m ·stcrn Ontario, is a son of
C. E. Casgrain, .:\LD., of \Vindsor.
Dr. Cas)!rnin was born in Sandwich , Ont.,
in lti5i . ll is literat·y education was obtained
in the schools of Windsor, and Assumption Collt>gf.', Sandwich , he being graduated from the lattf.'r institution in 1876. Immediately thereafter
he <•nt<'rt'd t he Detroit Colle-ge of :Medicine,
from which he was ~;rraduated in 1879, with the
df.'grl'e of )LD. In 1880 Dr. Cas grain had the
d<>gr('e of ~LD. conferred upon him by Trinity
College, Toronto, and that same year went to
Europe, and took a special course in surgery in
the hospitals of London and Paris, returning to
Windsor in December of that year. lie then
ontcr<>d into active practice with his father,
nnd thus remained until 1890. In 1885, in the
Rebellion of the Northwest, Dr. Casgrain had
charge of field hospital No. 2, which was located in the Korthwest Territory. H owever, in
18$9, he paid a s('cond trip to Europe, and in
the hospitals of P a ris he gave special attent:on
to surgical diseas<'s of women. I n 1890, having r eturned to \\·indsor, he opened an office
for h imself. and lias since continued in active
practice. F ully r<'nlizing that n ew d :scoveries
are constantly being made in medical and sur gical science, Dr. Casgrain frequently spends
several weeks in the best hof>pitals of the country, and is constantly reading and studying.
During 1892, Dr. Casgrain s pent some time in
Chicago with Drs. Senn and Ochsner, and other

WILSOX 'l'he immigrant ancestors of the
Wilson family of Kent were 'Villiam and Matthew, who died in Morpeth, and Robert and
David, who died in Harwich, suburbs of Chatham. 'l'hese four were brothers, sons of George
Wilson, of Bettyvillc, Dublin, who owned also
the estate of Oberstown, near Tara, Ireland.
Both of those estates are now held by George
Wilson, a grandson and namesake of the above
named.
A lineal ancestor of this family was Sir William Wilson, of Eastbourne, County of Sussex,
England, an officer of Anglo-Saxon origin, in
the King's army during the struggle prior to
the Commonwealth. When Charles II. came to
the throne this officer was, on 1\Iarch 4, 1661,
made a Baronet and granted an Irish estate as
a reward for distinguished services during the
civil war. A branch of his family settled in the
southeast of Ireland and became owners of
''Seven Churches,'' which the descendants still
own. In 1722 a scion (Thomas) from t his
branch went north f rom "Seven Chu rches" and
purchased Oberstown, above mentioned. Then
followed in a few years his brother James to
Parsonstown, and J ohn to Roosk. These estates,
with others added, are still in the Wilson family.
George \Vilson, son of Thomas of ''Seven
Churches, •' added to Oberstown Bettyville, and ·
at the present time these two estates belong to
his great-grandson, George Wilson, whose
father, George, was the eldest brother of the
men who came to Canada.
The father of the four immigrants having d ied
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intestate and while his children were infants,
the estates fell to the eldest son, George, and the
early education of all was neglected. The
younger brothers, William, Robert, David and
Matthew, upon reaching manhood Left I reland,
and adopted the County of Kent, Ont., as their
future home. They came up the river from
Detroit, arriving in 1834, and for some years
kept a general store in Chatham in the days
when wagons were unknown and large f orest
trees grew in what are now the main streets of
the city. After some years of experience as a
bachelor William married. Robert and David
then took up farming, or rather they began living in the woods upon what afterward became
their beautiful farms in the suburbs of the city
of Chatham.
A few years later William and :Matthew,
thinking that Morpeth, then a shipping port on
Lake Erie, would soon surpass Chatham, opened
general stores there, and for many years combined mercantile business with dealings in grain,
wool, timber and all sorts of produce, and also
carried on a general shipping trade. In a few
years they accumulated a competency which enabled Matthew to retire from business. William
died some time afterward, and his family disposed of the property and moved to the city of
London for the sake of better educational advantages; "William 's son, Dr. John D. "Wilson, was
for several years a member of the London school
board and was elected three successive terms
mayor of the city of London, after which he
withdre\v from public life and confined himself
to the practice of his profession; two other sons
of "William, James and George, are prominent
physicians in the same city. Matthew Wilson, of
1\Iorpeth, with his wife and only child, Sarah,
all died within a couple of years, in consequence
of which his line.became extinct. This left Robert's and David's families only in Kent.
Until his death David Wilson remained upon
his farm, which was one of the finest in that
beautiful district. He was one of the most enthusiastic and progressive agriculturists of his
day. Farming was to him a science, and as a
result was most profitable to him and instructive
to those who sought to follow his example. He
was the pioneer of Kent in the exporting of
cattle to the mother country, and although he
did not long continue these trans-Atlantic shipments he set the example which others in the
county have since profitably followed. David
Wilson did not confine his energies to the accum-

ulation of property, in which, however, he ,Jas
very successful, but devoted much of his time :to
the public good. For over twenty years he was
a member of the municipal council of HarwiJh,
and during a great portion of that time he ,Jas
reeve, all of which testifies to his ability and
popularity in the community in which he lived.
In later years he was nominated by the Conservatives to represent East Kent in Parliament,
but he declined to enter the contest.
David Wilson left a large estate, which he
divided among his three sons, David, 1\fichael
Joseph and Francis ·william, who have continued
and improved upon the work begun by their
father. 'l'hese three young men are now among
the wealthy and successful farmers of the
county, David residing on the lakeshore in Howard, Francis on the old homestead, and Michael
on a beautiful farm adjoining. Michael J oseph
Wilson has on several occasions been elected to
the municipal council, the last time to the reeveship, and he is now managing director of the
1\f. J. Wilson Cordage Company. David Wilson
is now serving as a member of the council for the
township of Howard, where he resides. The
mother of these sons and widow of David Wilson, Sr., still surv:ives; her maiden name was
Susan UcGarvin.
Robert Wilson passed away before his brother
David. He was of a more quiet and retiring disposition, and had taken very little part in the
councils of the country, although at one time he
was elected, against his '"ill, to the municipal
council of the township in which he resided, and
at another time he was offered the Conservative
nomination to the Parliament of Ontario. Robert
Wilson was not only a student himself, but he
used every means by practice and by precept
to further the education of his family. There
were, perhaps, few men in the Western District
of Ontario possessed of wider learning or sounder judgment, and his friends and neighbors frequently resorted to him for information and
advice. His kindness and charity were a blessing to the poor and he was beloved by all with
whom he came in contact. He was a member
and liberal supporter of the Church of England.
Robert Wilson married Isabella Waugh,
daughter of Christopher Waugh, of the County
of Middlesex, Ont., of Scotch descent. Of their
children, four sons and two daughters survive:
George; Matthew; Francis William; Robert
Albert; Annie, now the widow of Dr. J ohn !vL
Fraser, Dean of the Faculty of :Medicine in the
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W<'stcrn Uniwrsity at London; and Delle, who,
with the young~st sou, ll.obcrt Albert, resides on
the homest<'ad with the widowed mother. Mr.
\\"ilson gaYc to ~ach m~mber of his family a
,·ery liberal Nlncatinn, and en dy taught his sons
the responsibility of managing their own affairs.
He did not wait until his death to bestow upon
them their respccth·e portions of his large estate;
George was st>ttled upon a fine farm at Charing
Cross; Francis wns given auothcr ncar Chatham;
and :'IJ:ttthe\\", Hftl.'r remaining at home until near
manhnotl, W('llt hy his fathet·'s urgent request
to eollPge, preparatot·y to studying law. George
has shown the fruit of his father's teaching,
anJ is tcHlay ouc of the most advanced and intclli~\'llt fat'llll.'l'S iu the county, htH'ing added
greatly to his inheritance, and he reftects in his
daily I i fe the Christian sympathy and broad
charity of his father. lie married Agnes Young,
anJ thei r family now fills their commodious
home. They have the respect of all who know
tht'm. Francis William Wilson still lives upon
the farm which was given him by his £ather,
but he hns convertc..>u it into an immense nursery,
and hns built thereon the splendid residence
known as "Orcharu Home." He married M:atilJa ?~Iattiec, and their union has been blessed
by three sons, two of whom · assist their father
in his extcnsi\'e business, and the youngest is
still in school.
?I[ATTHEW WILSO~, K. C. Success and
prominent position haYe so come to this member
of his father's fnmily thnt it is but just and fitting that to him should be given especial attention. H e was born in Harwich, Aug. 28, 1854.
.Aft<'r completing his studentship in law at
Toronto he again submitted to his father 's desire
and returneu to Chatham to practice his profession. lie served his apprenticeship with
:Messrs. Harrison, Osler & Moss, perhaps the
most illustrious law firm that Canada has ever
known. From it, Harrison, the great municipal
lawyer, was made Chief Justice of the Queen's
Bench; Thomas :\loss was elevated to the Chief
Justiceship of the Court of Appeal for Ontario;
Osler and Charles :Moss are now both Judges in
Appeal; and Falcon bridge, who was also a. partner, is Chief Justice of the High Court of Justice. Matthew Wilson soon showed himself to
be a worthy student of his great masters. In his
la\v school course he stood at thP. head of his
class at each examination, and finally won the
highest honors that could then be conferred,
being a r<'<lnctinn of eighteen months in the

period of service. He passed his final examination in 1879; but his habits of study, his love for
his profession and his inherited thirst for knowledge made him continue, what he still is, a
student, although apparently a mast er of law.
His success in practice was even more marked
than that in study, and he was soon recognized
not only as a learned lawyer, but as a skilled
counsel in the management of trials. His searching cross-examinations and the ready manner in
which he could lay bare the weak spots in his
adversary's case, together with his brilliant, incisive rhetoric, make him a terror to untruthful
witnesses and wrong doers. It is said that Mr.
W ilson always appears to best advantage in an
"uphill" fight or a losing forensic battle. '!'his
is illustrated in the report of a case in which
he was engaged for the plaintiff on the unpopular and supposed-to-be hopeless side. The report in the daily press states: "l\Ir. Wilson's
argument lasted for over three hours and many
of his admirers declare it the ablest effort of his
life. Not a point of apparently the most trifling
nature escaped his attention. Assuredly the case
never looked brighter for the plaintiff than
when he closed his argument. His lordship reserved judgment, remarldng that while he would
like to decide against the plaintiff, he considered
:Mr. \Vilson 's argument a very powerful one."
(Banner, March 27, 1895.) Decision was afterward given for Mr. Wilson's client.
Although rather a. rapid speaker and questioner, the accuracy of his language and the
appropriateness of his words and the completeness of his sentences make r eporting a pleasure
to the stenographer, who is relieved from the
frequent necessity of correcting grammar or
completing the questions. F ew counsel combine
in so high a degree the ability to make the close,
skilled, argumentative address to be presented
to a. Dench of learned Judges, with at the same
time an equal ability to "size up" the inclinations and dispositions of a jury or audience and
to play upon their prejudices and sympathies,
whether to move them to tears or to jolly them
to ridicule. Dy those capable of judging it has
been r emarked that in either case the great influence of what he says follows chiefly from his
masterly marshaling of his facts and leaving at
the proper point his hearers to draw the conclusion as if founded upon their own reasonings. Conclusions so formed are hard to remove.
It is not to be wondered at that Mr. Wilson's
practice rapidly increased and that he became
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well known throughout Canada. When comparatively very young and only ten years at
the Bar he was created a Queen's Counsel
(1889), and in 1893 was sent to England to
argue (as he did successfully) a case before
Her Majesty's Privy Council. In 1900 the
Canada Law J oumal, of Toronto, published his
portrait, and in the course of a complimentary
editorial said that: "Mr. Wilson, following the
-example of the senior member of the firm under
which he studied, gave special attention to municipal law and has for some years been recognized
as an authority in that branch, and to-day must
have very nearly, if not quite, the largest client ele of municipal corporations in the Province.''
Such success cannot be obtained without
struggles and rivalry, and these often beget unpopularity, but not so with "Matt." Wilson,
as he is affectionately called. Soon after he began practice he was honored by the students who
formed an association with the first presidency
of the same; and in later years his brothers in
the Law made him President of the Law Association for the County. of Kent, while a much
larger constituency of his professional brethren
chose him as President of theWestern Bar Association for the Province of Ontario. He is also
a Bencher of the Law Society in Toronto. More
than once Mr. Wilson has been urged by his
friends to accept nomination for Parliamentary
honors, but while ready to advocate for his party
the election of others he has no ambition himself to become the candidate.
Notwithstanding the business calls upon his
time Mr. Wilson has given some thought to the
improvement of the laws of his country, and he
has upon this subject addressed meetings and
written articles which have been copied and commented upon, not only throughout Canada, but
also in the United States. He studies law as a
science, and r egards the practice of it as a noble
profession, designed to protect and enforce
rights, to prevent wrongs, and to safely keep
and guide the human race, for the encouragement of the righteous and the punishment of
the transgressor, and for the dispensation of
stern justice to all.
It has been thought that some of the metropolitan dailies have occasional t'leaders from his
pen, but the by-paths in which Matthew Wilson
most frequently w~tndcrs are those in educational
and religious fields. He has for years been a
Senator of the Western University at London,
and a member of the Council of Huron Divinity
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College there. Generally both in his services
and his financial contributions he has been a
liberal supporter of educational and chu~ch institutions at home and a"broad. Since boyhood
he has been a member and is now a foremost
advocate in the Church of England and its various councils. ITe has been a member of the
General Synod for all Canada ever since that
Synod was established, and for many years bas
been a member of the Diocesan Synod of Huron
and the Provincial Synod of Canada, as well as
of the Domestic and Foreign Mission Board. In
1896, when a Supreme Court of Appeal for the
Church of England in Canada was created, :Mr.
'Wilson was, on the nomination of the House of
Bishops, made an assessor apd member of that
court ; and no !1ayman in that great body in
Canada now has or is entitled to more influence
or r espect tf1an Matthew Wilson.
Mr. Wilson is a director of the Northern Life
Assurance Company of Canada and of the
Union Trust Company of Ontario. ·
Matthew Wilson is now the head of the law
firm of Wilson, P ike & Gundy, and has for over
fifteen years been City Solicitor for Chatham.
In 1882 he married Anna Marsden, daughter of
C. R. Atkinson, K. C., and by her has three
children, Meta Evelyn, Jessie Kathleen and
Matthew Maurice. Mr. Wilson is essentially a
''home mim, '' fond of children and beloved by
them; and notwithstanding his strong individuality, his courteous manner and sincerity make
him admired by even those who are opposed to
him.
The Detroit Tribune, in describing the appearance of counsel in a great trial in which Mr.
Blake, Q. C., was on one side, and Mr. Matthe'v
Wilson, Q. C., on the other, said the latter was
a. ''tall, young-looking man, very neat in his
dress and scholarly in his appearance.'' The
Detroit Sun said : ' ' ITe is thin and white looking,
takes a big run of work and is very successful.
He is active in church and educational affairs,
and has on many occasions been taken for a
clergyman.'' The Canada Law J ou1·nal says:
"As a lawyer and a citizen, ~fr. ·wilson enjoys
the confidence and esteem of the profession and
the public."
In the sporting world, Mr. Wilson was induced to speak in Toronto for the Wheelmen 's
meet, and the Mail-Empire headed its r eport
with "Matthew Wilson's Speech, How the eminent Q. C. jollied the crowd," while the Toronfo
World gave it "Matt. Wilson talked and won,"
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mHI the Chatham 1)/anct callc<.l his speech a
''gt )m.',

The \Yinnipcg Trib1,11r, in describing a numuf ll•adiug Canauians, snys of him: "Then
tlll'r-c is ~ rattlww Wilson, Q. C., than whom no
IIIII' lwmn; lwtll•l' how to turn <ll'fl·at into vict n1·y, mHI who. aft~·r having been b:urc<.l out of
the cit adl'l by land antl by s••n, proceeds to take
it <>nhuly by <lmppinl-{ fr·om the clouus."
Till' ~I imll'a pol is T imcs, n• fcning to the great
\.lllll'<'h of En ~ IIIIHI in Convention there in 1896,
s:litl : " l t \\'111'1 1111 ohjert l <·~son fot· those who
l 'llllll' nnd fo r· those who sec a nd hcur the visitors.
)h•u lik,• ~ f n tthcw \\'ilson, Q. C., nre samples of
what th,• lh·st lnyn1en a t·<·. H e hns hnd n m cmor ablt• l';tl't't' l', antl wh<•n ml'n like him nrc r ead y to
lo·an• hnsillPss 1111(1 htke time to ~o ont of his
lllltiY.l' cnHutry to spn·c the Cbnrch it is an object
lo•s.,nn to ni l who lll•hold. Tic is not a 'party
1nan' iu <:hnl'(·h af1'air·s-bclicYing that our
<"'r·<',·tl is broad l'llOugh to ntlmit all who have
th,• saving knowletlge of Christ, no matter what
d •·,•ss or \'t•sillll'llts th<'Y may we-ar, or what
pa r·t it•ula r ritual the-y prefer. )lr. Wilson can
gn honw knowing thnt he hns l"pok('n a manly
\\'tll'<i f M hi-; Church, not alone in sp eech but in
\'t•ry dt•~•(l. 1 I
.\ t that nH·c·tin~ were r rpr·<.'s cntativcs from
ull qun rtt•rs of the wol'ld, incluc.ling seventy
hishops; ancl 11mon~ the .American laymen were
Rud1 ns ,J. ,J. Hill , .T. Pierpont Mor~ran, 1\fr. FostA.•r ( <·x-~ l inistl• r of the Unitt•u States) nn<.l other
l cndl'l'~ in every walk of life.
\\'illd nson 's H istor y of the United States
Con n •1t tion says: '• ::lft.ttthcw ' Vilson, Q. C., is an
E\'ang-diea\ Chur<:hmml, but not a narrow one,
und a brig-ht lil!ht in the legal wodd. H e is an
nd\'O<'Ilt<• nml liberal ~upport.<•r of higher cducatil)n, both sN:ttlar and rd igions, and he has long
ur·~nl a nror·e active co-operation of the laymen
in the spiritual work of the Church."
Th1• Ifnlifax Clturch W ork says:" In his [Mr.
\\'i\s()n 's) <·hosc•n profcssion in the law he has
bt•t•n pn•-t•rnin<·ntly suc<'cssful. , As a writer and
!'pcnkcr he stands in the ve r·y front r a nk of Ont a rio P ublicist<;. As a ready and graceful speak<'r nrHl k~·<·n dl'balt•r he h:ts f ew equals in any
spht•r·e or dc-part m<.'nt of public life. A str ong
Comwr\'ative in politi<·s, he has frequently been
snl icitl•d to ofl't•r himsdf for P arliamentar y
hrmors, hut so far has prcfcrrcc.l to devote his
unrc•nmwn powcr·s to Church affairs."
TIH' Chatham Banner, a R<'form ncw~papcr
opposl•d to ~lr. \\'ilson in politics, sn i<.l of a
h~·r

speech by him: "Mr. 'Vilson 's addr ess was one
of the most finished and brilliant oratorical efforts which have been heard in this city for some
t ime. It was a masterpiece of eloquence and
held his h earers simply entranced."
'J'hc 'l'oronto Globe, the leading Reform paper
in Canada, says: ")fr. \Vi lson has the art of
putting a great deal of matter into a few
worc.ls.''
The Blenheim !I'ews, another paper of political
views opposed to his, speaks o.f him as ''an exceedingly able young man whose high abilities
and s tudious ch aracter have secur ed for him a
WCll deSCl'VCd prominence in his native COUntry. N
The F1·ee Pr·ess said : " H aving originality and
fearlessness of thought combined with h igh
char·acter, honesty of purpose and marked ability, together with a r elentless determination to
accomplish his object, l\Ir. W ilson is just the man
who ough t to be sent to the Parliament of h is
country."
JO liN CURRY, a prominent financier and
leading busines.c; man of Windsor, worth ily r epresents one of the old settled families of this
city.
:\fatthew Curry, his grandfather, was born
in t he North of Ireland, where he married Isabella Harshaw, and reared a family, his sons
being James, William, Matthew and J ohn. In
1818 he settled in the County of Prince Edward, and purchased 200 acres of land, engaging in farming. While cr ossing Lake Ontario
on his way to visit one of his sons, the boat was
w r ecked and he was drowned. H is widow survived him some years, and died on the old
h omestead.
John Curry, son of Matthew and father of
J ohn, was born in 1812, in I re'land, and accomp a nied his parents to Canada. In 1838 he left
the old homestead and settled in Windsor,
where he purchased property on t he corner of
Ouellette avenue and Pitt street, on wh !ch now
stands the Curry block. Here l\Ir. Curry bought
t he stage route between Sandwich, Amherstburg and Chatham. 'l'his was before the railways were built, the stage lines doing the work
of the railways. The stage line proved very
profitable, and this business 1\Ir. Curry ably cond ucted until his death, in 1861.
I n 1848 h e
married :Emma Hudson, and to this union the
f ollowing childr en wet<e born: James Richie,
d eceased, who married Annje II. / Maycock
(their children being Ada J enn ie and Corn I sa-
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bella, both deceased); J ohn and William
George, prominent citizens of Windsor; and Isabella, deceased.
J ohn Curry (2), son of John and grandson
of Matthew ·curry, was born Sept. 4, 1854:, in
Windsor, and obtained his educat ion in the
schools of this city. llis first position was with
the hardware house of Will!am Rolff, in Windsor. In partnership with his brother James, he
then purchased a bankrupt stock of general
merchandise, and for one and a half years engaged in its disposal, selling out the business in
1874. In this year the two brothers founded
the Curry Brothers' Bank of "Windsor, which
they jointly conducted until the death of James
·R. Curry, in 1877. At this time William George
Curry took the place of his brother James in
the business, and the firm remained the same
until l\fay 1, 1879, when he withdrew to take
charge of the extensive lumber and charcoal
business of the firm, in wh!ch were employed
about 125 teams and many men. This business
consumed about 10,000 cords of wood per
month, in the charcoal kiln. William G. remained at the head of this great enterprise
until 1887, and soon after embarked in his present business.
I n 1879, upon the withdrawal of his brothe\·
William from the bank, John Curry, in partnership with Alexander Cameron, formed the
· F.s.<;ex County Bank, with l\'Ir. Curry as cashier.
I n 1893 Mr. Cameron died. 1\Ir. Curry still
continues in the operation of his bank, under
the name of John Curry & Co., his son, Charles
F. Curry, having been made a member of the
firm.
1\fr. Curry is prominently identified with
the leading industries of Windsor and vicinity.
In addition to the immense amount of work included in the settlement of the vast estate of
his late partner, who when he died was the richest man in western Canada, 1\fr. Curry
manages the affairs of the bank H e is also
· president of the Essex County Savings & I.~oan
· Company; secretary and treasurer of the Walkerville Wagon Works; the Windsor Building &
Loan Company; the Essex Land, Loan & Improvement Company; and the Windsor & Walkerville Land Company. His holdings of land
are numerous and valuable. H e has erected a
·summer r esidence on the banks of the Detroit
River, in ·Sandwich East, where his family
spend the summer months. In 1883 Mr. Curry
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built his present :fine residence on Ouellette
avenue.
On Oct. 16, 1877, .Mr. Curry married :\Iiss
Frances Arabella Stone, sister of the wife of
William George Curry, and to this union have
been born these children: Charles Francis,
Chester Richie (deceased), Verena May and
Gladys Alma. In poEtics he is a pronounced
Liberal. lle was chairman of the :first water
commission, and of the first free libr ary board
of the City of Windsor.
'¥ILLIA111 GBORGE CuRRY was born April 1,
1856, in Windsor, and married Alma Ann
(Stone), by whom he had three children:
Emma, deceased; Plorence E., and Clyde W.
:Mr. Curry is a prominent brici{ manufacturer
of Windsor.
CHARLES N . .ANDERSON, 1\f. D., C. l\I.,
Leamington, one of the best known medical practitioners in this section of the County of Essex,
and a member of the .College of Physicians and
Surgeons, has earned his right to high standing
in his profession by strict devotion to its interests. He has been a devoted student from boyhood, and since entering upon active practice
has spared himself neither mentally nor physically in his efforts to make his work thorough and
efficient.
'l'he Doctor comes of a family which has been
long established in the Dominion, being a son of
James .Anderson, and a brother of Samuel
Thomas .Anderson, the popular clerk of Tilbury
West township. He was born Jan. 14, 1858,
in a little log cabin in Stephen township, County
of H uron, Ontario, and, being one of a family
of :fiiteen children, had meagre advantages of
any kind in his youth. But he asked only for
opportunities, and his position at the present
time is sufficient proof that he recognized and
made the most of them when they occurred. H e
commenced attending school in his nat ive township, in a rude building of logs, under teachers
none too well-fitted for the work from a modern .
point of view. However, he grew up on a farm
in a pioneer region, where everything was put
to the most practical use, and the same applied
to what little learning he acquired. When he
was fifteen years old the family removed to the·
County of Essex, locating on a ''bush ' ' farm in
Mersea township, and he spent a year. assisting
his father in the work of clearing. His ambition for a higher and broader ·education having
become fixed, and. having a professional life in
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view, he went to Leamington, where he attended
the public school for two years, and his hours
not given to study were spent in caring for a
doctor's horse and doing other chores. By this
time he had gained sufficient knowledge to en~
able him to obtain a third-grade teacher's certi~
ficate, and he commenced teaching, following
that profession for three and a half years in
Tilbury "\Vest township. Uis vacations were
spent on the farm and in study, and in order
to further improve himself he attended the
Windsor high school. In time he obtained a
second-grade certificate, at the Normal school,
and, returning to, the school room, taught for
three years more. He had satisfied his early
ambition, and now he was ready to go higher.
By strict economy and prudence he had managed to save enough to pay the expenses of a
college course, and accordingly, in 1884, he ent ered Trinity Medical College, Toronto, \Vhere
he remained four years, taking a full medical
course, and graduating in 1888 with the degrees
of )[. D. and C. M.
Immediately after his graduation Dr. Anderson located in Comber, and there he remained
f or sixteen years, having enjoyed a gratifying
patronage from the beginning. In 1903 he removed to Leamington, where he is now practicing his profession. His genial manners and
sympathetic disposition have u,ndoubtedly been
as :important factors in his career as his medical
skill itself, for he has ever taken advantage of
the numerous opportunities his calling affords
for the assistance and relief of the poor and
needy, being noted for his charity. However,
his benefactions are unostentatious, and are
made known only by the recipients, all of
whom testify to his willingness to aid wherever
he can be of use. Dr. Anderson has kept himself
abreast of the times by reading and constant
study, and besides being a good general practitioner has considerable reputation as a surgeon. He is a physician first, last and always,
sacrificing all other interests, and his personal
comfort as well, where the welfare of his patients
is concerned. I n other words, he is a typical
family doctor, and as such enjoys a popularity
which none begrudge him. Dr . Anderson compounds his own medicines.
As a man who goes about much in the community, . the Doctor has marked many of the
needs of his section, and as a public-spirited
citizen he has done his share toward relieving
them, especially in the line of his own work. H e

served as Medical Health Officer of his town and
township for many years. Educational interests have always appealed to him with particular
force, and he has decided views on the public~
school question. With a liberality of thought
beyond the average, he advocates going farther
than the mere literary tuition, and believes that
the schools are the place for a child to gain his
loftiest ideas of patriotism aud love of country,
-the only hope of a united people and commonwealth. For two years he served as chairman
of the school board of Comber. In political
faith the Doctor is a stanch Conservative, and he
was president of the Conservative Association of
Tilbury West t ownship for fifteen years, prior
to removing to Leamington. Fraternally he bas
many connections, affiliating with the A. F. &
A. M., the R. A. 1\:L , and the I. 0. 0. F., A. 0.
U. W., I. 0. F., C. 0. F., K. 0. T. M., Woodmen
of the World and R. T. of T. ; he is medical
examiner in all of these. His religious connec~
tion is with the Methodist Church of Learning~
ton, in the work of which he has been active,
having served as recording steward and trustee.
The Doctor's ·genial disposition has attracted
many friends to him, and he is well known and
llked all over the country, his profession taking
him over a wide r ange of territory.
On Sept. 17, 1890, Dr. Anderson was married,
in Comber, to Miss Libbie Smith, a lady of culture and refined tastes, who has contributed
much toward making their home the abode of"
cheer and hospitality that it is. She is a daughter of the late Reuben and Amanda (Buchanan)
Smith. Five children have been born to the
Doctor and his wife : Clarence, Merle, Helen
(who died young), Howard and Edith. Mrs.
Anderson is, like her husband, a member of the
Methodist Church at Leamington. The family
home is at that place, and the Doctor has, also,
real estate interests elsewhere.
ALEXANDER BLACK, Secretacy~Treas
urer of the Board of Education and Assessment
Commissioner of the City of Windsor, is one of
the most widely-known men in the County of
Essex.
His descent is traced on the paternal side
through Scotch and English, and on the maternal side through Scotch and Irish ancestors.
Alexander Black, the grandfather of our sub~
je~t. was born at E ilkerslaugh, Scotland, April
2, 1775, and died at St. J ean Chrysostome,
County of Beauharnois, Quebec, in December,
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1855. Early in life he t ook up his residence in
the city of Glasgow, Scotland, where he established a wholesale dry goods business, and later
branched off in the manufacture of cotton goods,
making a specialty of calico prints. On Tuesday, J an. 13, 1801, he was united in marriage
with Agnes Donald, a granddaughter of Edward
Sumers, an Englishman residing at Carmyle,
Scotland. The children born to them were as
follo\\·s : .Tobn, horn l\f11rch 1, 1R02, died at the
City of ~Iontreal, Quebec, in 1843, unmarried;
1\Iargaret, born Dec. 25, 1803, married J ohn
Severs, and died at St. J ean Chrysostome, Quebec, in November, 1892; Betty, born April 26,
1806, died Sept. 27, 1809; Robert, born June 16,
1808, d ied April 21, 1827; J ames, born at Greenvale, Glasgow, Scotland, Aug. 8, 1810, died at
Blytheswood, E ssex County, Ont., April 5,
1885; David, born Sept. 5, 1812, died at Mask inonge, Quebec, Dec. 26, 1896; Josiah, born
Feb. 10, 1815, died at St. J can Chrysostome,
Quebec, in April, 1895; Betty (2), born May 9,
1817, died Sept. 21, 1820.
In 1828 l\Ir. Black wound up his business in
Glasgow and emigrated to Canada, accompanied
by his wife and the surviving members of their
family, consisting of John, :Margaret, J ames,
David and Josiah. They settled on a farm at
St. Jean Chrysostome, County of Beauharnois,
Quebec. J ohn, their eldest son, embarked in the
wholesale grocery business in Montreal, the firm
name being "\Yatson, Black & Co. J ames and
David established a general store at St. Martin,
County of Glengarry, which they conducted for
a number of years, mainly for the accommodation of the lumber men.
\Vhen the Rebellion of 1837 broke out, J ames
Black joined the volunteers and served with the
Glengarry men until peace was restored. He
was noted for h is splendid marksmanship. About
the year 1843 h e retired from business and settled
on a farm near the English River, County of
Beauharnois, Quebec, where be resided till the
year 1855, when be came west with his family
and settled at Blytheswood, on the east half of
Lot 9, 8th Concession of the township of Mersea,
Essex County.
On F eb. 21, 1844, James Black was united
in marriage with :Maria Ainslie, who was born
at Beech Ridge, County of Beauharnois, Quebec, Aug. 15, 1825, and died at the City of Detroit, Michigan, June 12, 1904.
H er remains
were taken to Blytheswood, Essex County, and
interred in the family lot· beside her late bus-
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band. l\1rs. Black was the eldest daughter of
the late Capt. J ohn Ainslie, of Beech Ridge, Quebec. Capt. Ainslie rendered good service to his
country during the Rebellion of 1837. The children born to James and :i\laria Dlack, during
their residence at the English River, County of
Beaullarnois, Quebec, are as follows: (1) J ohn,
born lllay 23, 1845, now r esides on a farm near
Howard City, Michigan; he is married and bas
five children, namely: Lena, l\fary Ellen, Margaret Ethel, Alice l\Iay and Wilfred Alexander.
(2) Alexander, our subject, was born May 26,
1847. (.3) Mary, born June 16, 1849, is the wife
of William Pletcher , of Detroit, Michigan; they
have no children. (4) David, born July 5, 1851,
married and has one daughter. David Black is
now residing at Edwardsville, Illinois, and is a
machinist by t rade. ( 5) J osiab, born J an. 8,
1854, is a physician and surgeon, residing at
H oward City, Michigan; he has two daughters,
Ella and Beatrice. 'fhe following children were
born to l\fr. and :Mrs. Black after they settled
at Blytbeswood, namely: (6) Norman James,
born Dec. 3, 1856, remained on the homestead
until August, 1899, when he went to Manitoba,
where he died March 3, 1900. His remains were
interred at Morden, Manitoba. He was unmarried. (7) George, bo!n Nov. 14, 1857, is a physician and surgeon, residing at Elyria, Ohio; h e
has one son, F orest. ( 8) Martin J ohnston, born
Dec. 1, 1858, died July 8, 1859. (9) Agnes,
born l\fay 25, 1860, died Oct. 21, 1865. (10)
I sabelle Margar et, born May 6, 1866, is the wife
of Derius Dresser, and r esides at Olinda, township of Gosfield; they have eight children,
namely : Georgia, Florence, Beatrice, Nelson,
Earl, Pearl, Alexander and' Baby.
Alexander Black, the subject of this article,
left the farm at Blytheswood in November, 1862,
to accept a position wi th Cameron & Thorburn,
general merchants of Windsor. H e entered the
employ of this firm as an apprentice to the dry
goods business. By close attP-ntion to business
he rose rapidly in the estimation of his employers, who advanced his salary from time to
time until be attained $1,000 per annum. After
eleven years' service with this firm Mr. Black r esigned his position, and in 1873 he assisted in
forming the firm of Black & Cheyne, dry goods
and millinery merchants.
On Aug. 28, 1871, Mr. Black was united in
marriage with Miss H elen McDonald Cheyne,
youngest daughter of the late J ohn Cheyne,
a sister of Capt. George Cheyne, and
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a nie-ce of the late Rev. George Cheyne, the first
pastor of St. Andrew's Church, Amherstburg.
On the maternal side Mrs. Black is related to the
Rev. George McDonald, the well-known Scottish
author. There came t<> ::\Ir. and l\Irs. Black one
child, Helen ::\IcDonald, born :i~Iarch 1, 1874, who
died l\Iay 15, 1874. Later they adopted a daughter, Jean. II. :Monroe, who was born at Port
Hope, Ont., April 13, 1876, and was united in
marria~e with ".illiam Henry Brown, of Detroit, ::'.Iichigan, June 20, 1901; she died April
18, 1903, leaving an infant daughter, Jean Henrietta, born l\Iarch 29, 1903.
Owin~ to poor healtll Mr. Black retired from
the <.11-y goods and millinery business in 1883,
and formed a partnership with his brother
GcoJ·g(.', under the firm name of Black & Co.,
whoksalc produce commission merchants, George
retiring one year later to study medicine. In
18!J~ .:\lr. Black wound up the produce business
to ac<'f>pt an appointment as assessment commissionl'r for the city of Windsor. On February
5. 189:3, he was appointed secretary-treasurer of
tlte board of education, and has filled both positions continuously till the presl'nt time. The
<luti1's pN·taining to these offices make Mr.
Black a ver·y busy man, and were it not for his
methodical habits, coupl('d with his ability to accomplish an enormous amount of work, it would
be well nigh impossible to give the general satisfaction which he has had the good fortune to do.
~f r. Black has a military record covering a
number of years. I n 1:867 he joined the Windsor Garrison .Artillery Company, and after it
was disbanded in 1869 he joined No. 1 Independent Infantry Company, and did active service
during the threatened Fenian Raid of 1870. For
this service he received a medal and a grant of
160 acres of land, located in the Rainy River
district. In 1885 he assisted in the ori!anization
of the 21st Regiment Essex Fusiliers, and for
three years was 2nd lieutenant in No. 5 Company. For the past eight years 1\fr. Black has
been captain of St. Andrew's 2nd Windsor
Company, Boys' Brigade, of which both he and
the citizens of Windsor are justly proud.
:!\Ir. and :\Irs. Black are both members of St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, of which !he has
been an elder for the past twenty years.
Mr. Black has been a member of the Masonic
order for over thirty years, Great ·western
Lodge, No. 47, being his mother lodge, but for
the past ten years he has been affiliated with
Windsor Lodge, No. 403. In politics he has al-

ways been a Liberal-Reformer, but since his appointment as assessment commissioner he has
ceased to take an active part in political contests.
l\fr. Black has several family souvenirs of
which he is justly proud. One of these is a Bible
which was owned by his grandmother's grandfather, Edward Sumers, in 1742. Another is his
grandfather's clock, which has been in the Black
family for ninety-five years, and is still an elegant piece of furniture, as well as a good timekeeper.
WILLIAl\I l\IcGREGOR, president of the
·walkerville ·wagon works, Collector of Customs at ·windsor, ex-member of Parliament, departed this life l\Iay 14, 1903. He represented
one of the old Scottish families of reputaLon
and character, whose members have become respected and esteemed in all the localities in
which the fortunes of life have placed them.
John McGregor, his grandfather, was born
in Scotland, and died there in 1815. Five of
his ch:Idren came westward, and died in strange
lands, four in the United States and one in Ontario.
John l\IcGregor(2), son of John and father
of William, was born April 27, 1810, in Scotland, and in 1830 emigrated to Canada, stopping at Quebec, :Montreal and Toronto.
In
1838 he located at Amherstburg, in the County
of Essex, Ont., and there engaged in farming,
in connection with general merchandising, so
continuing until his death, in 1864. He was: a
man of most exemplary character, and enjoyed
the universal esteem of all who knew him. In
religious faith he was a Presbyterian. His political beJief made him a Liberal. In 1830 he
married Margaret Leishmann, daughter of
Robert and 1\larion Leishmann, born in 1810,
who died in · 1896. Children as follows were
born to this union : Robert L., now deceased;
David, deceased; William, deceased; Margaret,
Mrs. Menzies; Helen, wife of John Cousins;
and Agnes, the widow of Andrew Hackett.
William McGregor was born June 24, 1836,
in Ontario, and was but a child when his ·parents moved to Amherstburg, where he· grew to
manhood and began his successful business
career. As a general merchant and dealer in
real estate, Mr. McGregor cont!nned active
until his removal to Windsor in 1861. · During
the progress of the .Civil war in the States he
was engaged in supplying the Union army with

~~-----~==============~~~~~---------------

..

.

'

......... - .

-

..

.

.,~-..-...·

~--:' --~

:

-~~

1 .

""'<f

.

.

.

.
' .

.

'

CO~DIEl\:IORATIVE

.

.

.

.

..

BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

-.

.

.

.

.

29

horses. Upon the close · of the war he decided Dodds, and has one son, \Villiam, and one
to engage in banking, milling, and, later, gen- daughter, H arr!et ; Walter L., secretary and
eral dealing in produce. With ample means at treasurer of the McGregor, n anwell Fence Co.,
his command, he was able to carry on extensive agent for the Queen City Oil Co., and captain
enterprises which his business ability enal.Jled of the 21st Pusiliers, Windsor l\Iilitia; and
him to successfully direct.
Subsequently he Edith, l\Iabel J ean and William Donald, all at
made a tr!p to l\Ianitoba, where he remained home. The family has been reared in the faith
four years, and upon his return t o Windsor, of the Presbyterian Church.
re-entered husinl'sS, purchasing the street railFrank, public-spirited and genial, Mr. :Mcway, which he disposed of later to the elec.tric Gregor had many warm friends, and his family
company.
is prominent in the city's best social life. In
Mr. l\lcGregor dealt largely in real est at e his death Windsor lost one of her most pubEcup to the time of his death, and was financially spirited citizens and prominent business men,
interested in many of the leading industries of the County of Essex one of her leading repret his vicinity. H e was president and general sentatives in public life. 'l'he words of the
manager of the Walkerville Wagon \-Yorks; was American poet Longfellow are fittingly applied
one of the chief stockholders of the 1\IcGregor, to 1\ir. McGregor:
B an well & Co. Fence Works of \-Vindsor,
If a star were quenched on Jtigh,
founded in 18n6; and was also a member of the
For ages would its li"ht
firm of ~IcG regor & Son, real estate and -insurShine on our mor tal sight,
ance agents for the Queen City Oil Co. It wJl
Still t ending downward from the sky.
thus be seen that l\Ir. l\IcGregor was for many
f:o when a good man dies,
y ears one of the important factors in WindFor years beyond our ken
The light he leaves behind l1im
sor's business life. lie was also well known on
Shines on the po.ths of men.
account of his prominence in public affairs.
From 1868 to 1870 he was warden of the
ALEXANDER DOLSEN, who has resided
County of Essex, and for eight years was one
on
his present farm, located one mile west of
of the reeves of Windsor.
In 1874 he was
Chatham, for a period covering eighty-five years,
elected to Parliament, was re-elected in 1876,
and again in 1890, and still again was he re- is one of the oldest as well as most highly returned, in 1896. His long service was of the spected citizens of the County of Kent.
The Dolsens are of English, Scotch and Gergreatest benefit to his constituency, and he ably
man
extract ion, and it is not too much to say
held his place among his brother statesmen. Mr.
McGregor was a Liberal and zealous for his that Alexander Dolsen inherits not only the
robustness of these hardy races, but very many
party.
·
of
their best characteristics. Isaac Dolsen, his
In 1866 l\!r. McGregor was married to Miss
grandfather,
was of German birth, and at a very
J essie L . Peden, a member of one of the early
families of Amherstburg. Her grandfather, early day settled in Sandwich, County of Essex,
J ohn P eden, was a carriagemaker in Scotland. Ont., later moving into the County of Kent,
H er father, Rev. Robert Peden, was born in where he died about the middle of the EightScotland, and ma rried :Miss 111. A. Johnson, a eenth century. Of his children we have mennat ive of Burlington, Vt. In 1840 the Rev. Mr. tion of Isaac, Jacob, Matthew, Peter, Daniel,
P eden came to Amherstburg, and in 1853 re- Hannah and Betsey. Of these, Jacob was the
moved to Hamilton, wher e he died in 1858. The father of Alexander.
Jacob Dolsen was born in Sandwich in 1785,"
children born to Mr. and Mrs. McGregor are as
follows: l\fargaret A., who married E. N. Bart- and on June 21, 1809, married J ennette Laird.
lett, and has children, Gordon and Dorothy; They became prosperous farming people of the
Malcolm P eden, barrister and secretary of the township of Raleigh, in Kent, where both died,
Detroit College of Law, Detroit, who married she on Jan. 17, 1849, and he on Dec. 31, 1856.
Eva R. Bart lett, daughter of Alexander Bart- They were the parents of a large family of
lett, and has children, Uargaret B. and Jessie children, who became well-known and respected
Redford; Gordon "Morton, who is now manager residents of the various communities in which
of the Walkerville Wagon Works and F ord they settled. They were as f ollows: Eliza, born
Motor Co., of Canada, and who married Harriet l\Iay 16, 1810; Oscar, May 10, 1812; George,
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July 21, 1814 (died in the same year); l\Iary,
F eb. 16, 1816; Alexander, May 27, 1818; John
Laird, April 12, 1820; Sarah A., 1\Iay 4, 1822
(died March 20, 1900) ; Agnes, Oct. 1, 1824;
Jane, March 16, 1827 (died in the same year) ;
Catherine Ellen, July 27, 1828 (died July 19,
1829); Isaac, Aug. 27, 1831 (died Sept. 7, 1842).
Of this large family aU have passed av<ay except
Agnes and Alexander.
Alexander Dolsen was born on the farm
where he now resides, on l\1ay 27, J 818, und
lacked three days only of being one year older
than Her late beloved l\Iajesty, Queen Victoria.
The changes which have tra~sfot·med the County
of Kent into its present state, making it among
the most desirable farming country on the American continent, have been under the eye of Mr.
Dolsen, to a great extent, for it is during his
lifetime that machinery has been invented and
transportation facilities introduced which have so
wonderfully assisted farmers in their struggles
with wild Nature. 'Vben 1\fr. Dolsen settled at his
present location there was not a cleared spot of
land large enough upon which to build a barn.
This beautiful home, which is now known as the
model farm of Canada, has, in large measure,
been rescued from the forest by Mr. Dolsen himself. It is located in a most beautiful section of
the country, about one mile from Chatham, and
its appearance shows tho taste as well as the energy and industry which has been put into it by
its venerable owner, who has occupied it for almost a century. When the Dolsen family first
settled there a bushel of wheat was given in exchange for a pound of shingle nails, and l\lr.
Dolsen can remember· that in 1828 his father
gave Duncan 1\IcGregor, a merchant of Chatham,
four bushels of wheat for four pounds of shingle
nails.· '!'hose were days that are recalled to the
present generation by pictures of the pioneer
huts with tiny paths leading into the forests, a
time when there was use for none of the superfluous things of life, only its necessities, and still
more vividly are those days brought to notice
when an actual participant recalls them. Mr.
Dolsen is a fine conversationalist, and despite advancing years retains his memory of the early
days to a very r emarkable degree. His reminiscences are both interesting and instructive.
Mr. Dolsen has been twice married, his first
union, in 1853, being to l\lary Ann Dobbyn, who,
was born in 1829. To this union came children
. as follows: Maria Arletta, born March 22, 1854,
is the wife of Rev. Dr. J. S. Ross; Francis J acob,

born April 1, 1855, graduated from the medical
d<'partment of l\IcGill University, practiced in
Michigan and Oregon, and died Jan. 19, 1885,
leaving no family;, Richard Perry, born April
23, 1856, who is a farmer of Raleigh township,
mnrricd J anet Robinson, and they have three
children, Irene, Marjory and Franklin Alexander; W al tema, born March 15, 1858, died the following June; Alexander, born l\Iay 18, 1859,
died the following January; Robert Bruce, born
1\farch 13, 1861, died the .fol lowing June; and
William James, born l\lay 6, 1863, is a fanner
in Dover township. The mother of these children died July 9, 1863, and on Oct. 17, 1879, l\fr.
Dolsen married Ann . Jane Jackson, who was
born June 15, 1836, fifth daughter of Col.
Thomas and Elizabeth (Crofts) Jackson, of
Romney township, County of Kent. Both l\fr.
and l\Irs. Dolscn are valued members of the
l\Iethodist Church. Politically he is· a Reformer,
and keeps well posted in all the leading topics
of the day. H e· is widely known and universally
r espected.
LAl\fARSII. The well-known family in Mersea township, County of Essex, bearing the name
Lamarsh is of l<'rench stock. The name was originally spelled La Marshe, but after the emigration to Canada it gradually came to be writ.
ten generally Lamarsh.
'l'he first to come to America was Samuel La
l\{arshe, a native of France, who, on reaching
manhood, located in the Province of Quebec,
Canada. Later he removed to Kingston, Ont.,
and still later to Amherstburg. His last location
was in Gosfield township, County of Essex,
where he died. During the war of 1812 he
served in the British army. Of his eight children, several settled in the United States. Among
them were: Samuel, who died in Ohio; John,
who· died in Mersea township; Joseph, who attained the age of ninety-four years, and passed
away in Gosfield township; Elizabeth, who married Peter Malott, of Gosfield township; and
Rachel.
J ohn Lamarsh, son of Samuel, the emigrant,
'~as born in Kingston, Ont., and was brought to
the County of Essex by his - parents in 1801.
They located at Fort Malden, now Amherstburg,
and later removed to Gosfield township. He, too,
played a soldier's part in the war of 1812, and
after its close settled in 1\fersea. township, where
he drew a tract of 200 acres of the Col. Talbot
grant, on Talbot street. This tract was then an
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unbroken wilderness, but his pioneer spirit was
undaunted by the thought of the mighty task of
preparing a home and clearing a farm there. He
built a log house, and resolutely bent his energies to the cultivation of his land, in which he
was eminently successful, in t ime becoming one
of the large landholders of the county. Besides
his home fann, he also owned a tract of 200 acres
where the town of Wheatley now is, half of
which is owned by his grandsons. He attained
the ripe age of seventy-eight years, and was
buried in the Roache cemetery on Talbot street.
His education for the day and locality was fair,
and he was looked upon as one of the leading
men in his township, having been appointed commissioner of the township by the government,
and holding other town offices. Politically he
was one of the first Liberals in the township,
and he was always 'vell posted on current topics.
He belonged to the Methodist Church. His wife,
Mary Ann Burke, was born in Quebec, a daught er of James Burke, of Ireland, whose wife was
a Frenchwoman. Mrs. Lamarsh lived to the age
of eighty-one and was buried by the side of her
husband. Originally she belonged to the Roman
Catholic Church, but she afterward joined the
Methodist f aith Vl'.ith her husband and children,
and she was ever a noble Christian woman,
cheerfully bearing the privations of life in the
wilderness that she might do her share toward
winning a home for her children. To John and
M:ary Ann Lamarsh were born eleven children,
as follows: Ann, deceased, who married Morris
Roache, of 1\fersea township; Elizabeth, deceased, who married Benjamin Quick, of Mersca
township; J ohn (2); James, deceased; Mary
Jane, who married Matthew Howard, and diecl
in Michigan; Robert, a well-known fanner of
Mersea township; Nancy, who married William
Roache (now deceased), and makes her home in
Mersea township; William, a farmer on part of
the homestead; Peter, who also farms on the
homestead; Margaret, widow of Alexander
Gunn, of Mersea township; and Joseph, dtl-·
ceased.
J ohn Lamarsh (2), son of John, was born n.t
the old home on Talbot street in 1821. As schools
were few and teachers incompetent, his educational advantages were hardly worth mentioning, but as he had a studious and acquisitive disposition, he improved his opportunities, and by
reading and observation became well-informed.
He r emained with his father until early manhood, when he settled on ninety-four acres of the
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fa1·m which now adjoins the town of Wheatley,
and building a log house proceeded to c1ear his
land. Later, as he prospered, he so improved
the place, with a brick house, substantial barns
and outbuildings, that he had one of the best
farms in the township. He devoted his time to
general farming and stock raising.
!;ike his
father he was a staunch Liberal, and for many
years he was a justice of the peace. He was a
lieutenant in the 'militia; and was a volunteer in
the Rebellion of 1837-38, being stationed at
Sandwich and Amherstburg. He was a communicant of the Church of England. John· Lamarsh married Jane Gibson, a native of Northumberlandshire, England, who is still living
on the homestead, and to this union were bl)rn
fourteen children : J oshua, of Detroit, M:ichigan; Robert, who died in infancy; Mary Ann;
James, of Romney township, County ·of Kent:;
Elizabeth, who died in infancy; Edward, a resident of Romney township; John, a prominent
man of Romney township; Oliver and Arthur,
both also of Romney township; Peter; Lucy, who
married J ohn J. White, a manufacturer of
'Wheatley; Helene, widow of Oliver Hillman; a
daughter that died in infancy unnamed; and
Joseph, residing on the homestead. J ohn Lamarsh (2) died in September, 1899, aged seventy-eight years, and was buried in the cemetery
at Wheatley.
PETER LAMARSH was born on his (ath·!r'<>
farm near Wheatley, Nov. 25, 1859, and remained at home with his parents, attendin~ the
public schools. When his father retir~d frMrl
farming he gave to P eter the north hal£ of the
farm, a tract of forty-seven acres, on which the
latter built a house and good barns. There he
has made his home, engaging most successfully
in ~eneral farming and stock raising. He was
the first importer of Dur oc J ersey swine, which .
he bought at Philadelphia in 1889, and exhibited
at the Toronto fair in 1891. Since then he has
raised them in large numbers, shipping them all
over the Dominion, as far east as Novel Scor.ia,
and in the States to. Rhode I sland and elsewhere·
in New England. All his stock is thoroughbred,
and he has made a careful study of all things
pertaining to their successful and scientific care.
Like all his family Peter Lamarsh has ahyays
been a staunch Liberal, and he has been, since
casting his first vote, an earnest worker in his
party. He was appointed by the Government
inspector of fisheries for the district comprising
the Counties of Kent, Essex, Lambton and El-
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gin, an office he has filled to the credit of himself and the very great satisfaction of the public. I n 1901 he was elected to the county council for Mersea township and L eamington district
No. 4, and he was re-elected in 1903, a fact which
attests well to his faithful care of the interests
of his constituents. He is domestic in his tastes,
and is devoted to his home and family. His
character is upright, and he receives the merited
esteem of all classes of people.
In Mersea township, in September, 1884,
Peter Lamarsh wedded Adelaid Lounsbury,
daughter of Ephraim and Emma J. (Cooper)
Lounsbury, of Romney tol\vnship, County of
Kent. She is an active worker in the Methodist
Church, and, while he is not a member of any denomination, Mr. Lamarsh ably and liberally
seconds his good wife in all her church work.
Six children have come to them, namely: Edgar,
Herbert, Wiona, John, Evaline and Hume.
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DR. JOSEPH OCTAVE REAUME, M.P.P.,
a leading physician of Windsor, is a descendant
of one of the first families of tJle County of
Essex.
Francois Reaume, his grandfather, who was
born late in the eighteenth century, near Elliot
.Point, on the shore of Lake Erie, married Catherine Ladore, of about the same age, and they
both lived to the age of eighty-six years. They
followed an agricultural life, and were moral
and industrious people. They reared five children, namely: Oliver; Antoine, a farmer in the
County of Essex until h!s death in 1899; Eli,
a· farmer, now deceased; Archange, who died
from the bite of a rattlesnake; and Julia, who
married Henry J anisse, of Sandwich East.
Oliver Reaume, father of Dr. Reaume, was
born in 1811, in the County of Essex, and grew
to manhood on his father's farm. He married
J esette Dumont, who was born in 1819, in
Lower Canada, and who still· resides in Anderdon township, on the farm on which her hnsbancl settled in 1839, immediately after their
marriage. A point of local history of general
interest, is that Oliver Reaume and wife weN
the first family to settle in Anderdon town~hip.
There a fine farm was cleared, improvements of
a substantial character made, and there Oliver
Reaume died in 1874. The following children
were born to this pion·eer settler: Josephine,
wife of Antoine Pare, of Anderdon township;
Marion, deceased wife of Clement Beaudette,
and mother of the Government engineer in the

Yukon; Agnes, who married Rudolph Berthiaume, of l\Iarine City, Michigan; Oliver, on the
old homestead, reeve of Anderdon townshiJ?,
and a member of the county council; Matilda,
who married Alexander Vigneux, of Detroit;
Archange, who died unmarried; Gilbert, who
married .i\Iary Beneteau, and is well known in
the county, bearing the reputation of being a
great wit; .Judith, who married Fred Langlois,
of Anderdon township; Joseph 0.; Adelphin\•,
deceased wife of Joseph Beneteau; and Samuel,
deceased.
Dr. Joseph Octave Reaume was born Aug.
13, 1856, in Anderdon township, County of
Essex.
During his early boyhood he was
trained to habits of industry, and he assisted
in the hard labor necessary in the clearing of
the ·land. When only fifteen years of age he so
strained his back that his further uselessness in
this direction became apparent, and he began
to turn his thoughts toward a profession. H ~
became interested in the noble science in which
be has been so eminently successful. Through
the interest shown in him by Magistrate Bartlet, of Windsor, he was enabled to enter the
public schools, and through close application,
in 1873, at the age of seventeen, he successfully
passed the examination for a teacher's certificate. Armed with this important paper, he returned to his native locality, and was engaged
as teacher of the winter sessions of school during 1874-5 and in 1876, with his earnings, wAs
able to attend the Normal school at Toronto.
The years 1877-8 were spent in teaching, and in
1879 he entered Assumption College at Sandwich. Trouble with his eyes again stood in the
way of his ambition, and he resumed teaching,
and in 1880 was made head master of the school
at Amherstburg. It was not until 1881 that he
began the real study of medicine. · In 1885 he
graduated from the Detroit College of Medicine, and in 1886 from Trinity College, Toronto.
In the same year he settled at Windsor, and
. since then he has built up a practice second to
none in this section. Being fluent in the French
language, he has a large clientage from French
residents, while his skill makes him equally
prominent with English-speaking citizens.
In 1887 Dr. Reaume was married to Miss
Catherine 'l'urner, daughter of the late John
Turner, of Lockport, New York, and the four
children born to this union are: Florence, Norman, Lord Stanley and Charlotte. Both the
Doctor and wife are consistent members· of the
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Roman Catholic Church. He is a leader in the
ranks of the Conservative party. Fraternally
he belongs to the C.O.F., the C.M.B.A., the
A.O.U.W., the Knights of St. J ohn · and the
Knights of Columbus, being medical examiner
for the first four organizations. On May 29,
1902, the Doctor was elected member of the
Legislative Assembly of Ontario for the North
Riding of Essex, defeating the Liberal candidate by 350 majority. As the Liberal member had been previously elected by a majority
of 616, the Doctor thus covered this by nearly
1,000 votes.
Dr. Reaume and family occupy a handsome
brick residence on Victoria avenue where hospitality is considered a leading virtue. He is a
man of culture and education as well as professional ability, and is a representative of
Windsor's best class of citizens.
SCRATCH. The ancestor of all of this name
in the County of Essex was Leonard Scratch
or Kratz, as it was originally spelled, and th~
record of his life forms an important chapter in
the early history of that region. The Scratches
have become related by marriage to the Malotts
the Wigles, and! other well-known families of th~
county, and all these names have been prominent
in its annals from the earliest days. They were
among the first pioneers, and as they have aided
in the clearing of the land and the development
of the country in its physical sense, so they have
prominent in the social structure tak.also abeen
'
· mg
conspicuous part in the religious educa.
'
t1onal and political life of the community they
were most instrumental in founding. Its advancement in every sense has always been their
care, and as a consequence they have been regarded as substantial, intelligent citizens, looked
up to as public-spirited on every question, and
possessing excellent judgment in the management of public affairs as well as in the conduct
of their own interests. Their coming to Canada
was one of the incidents of life on the frontier.
Leonard Scratch was born Feb. 14, 1756, at
Teutenhoofer, near the city of Frankfort, Germany, and was a son of Peter Kratz. At the
age of twenty years he was drafted into the
army, and he formed one of that company which
was sent to the colonies to aid Great Britain
during the Revolutionary war, serving under
Gen. Burgoyne. He took part in a ·number of
battles, until the surrender of the entire army,
in October, 1777, after which 'the soldiers were
3

given their choice between returning home a~d
receiving a share of free lands. This offer ,as
made in 1779, when Leonard Scratch was away
on a furlough, and upon his return he fmilid
his regiment disbanded and gone. '!'his cauded
him to decide to remain in America, and being
familiar with the woods he was hired by a
number of pioneers to go as their guide into
Kentucky. With the party was a family named
Munger, the eldest daughter in which family,
Mary by name, soon attracted the attention of
the guide.
He proposed marriage, and after
some objection from the young woman's parents
was accepted, and they were married soon afterward. A favorable location for a settlement
having been found, a number of families united
in building a stockade for protection from Indian attacks, this fort or station being called
Ruddell's, in honor of the oldest settler. In
June, 1780, this small gathering of pioneers was
surprised by an army of six hundred Canadians
and Indians, the latter commanded by Simon
Girty, and the whole party headed by Col. Byrd,
an officer of the British army. They were obliged to surrender, and several of the party were
taken prisoners by the Indians, among them being Leonard Scratch and his· young wife. He
was started northward with one party· and in
time reached Detroit, where an America~ officer,
Gen. McCoombs, was then in command. He purchase~ the prisoners, as was his habit, paying for
them m blankets. Leonard Scratch had no more
knowledge of the whereabouts of his wife than
she of him, but he kept a sharp watch of all
boats that arrived from the south, in the hope
that he would find her among the prisoners
brought in almost daily by the Indians. He
was at length rewarded, and husband and wife
were reunited. Mrs. Scratch was nearly dead
from exposure and hardships when she reached
Detroit. In 1781, after they had in a measure
recovered from these frightful experiences,
Leonard and Mary Scratch took up their residence on Hog Island, now Belle Isle, and there
a son, Peter, was born to them. In the winter
of 1782 Leonard Scratch started on a trip to his
native land in order t o obtain an honorable. discharge from the army. With many other soldiers of the Hessian army who had remained
in America, he had never been formally discharged, and as a consequence there were insinuations that all such should be ranked as
deserters. Always priding himself on his good
name, this story affected Leonard Scratch so
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deeply that he determined to clear up any uncertainty on the point, and he succeeded in doing
so. lie returned to his home in Canada after
an absence of eighteen months, t o find that his
son Peter had died during his absence. The
family remained on Hog Island until 1785, and
then for about a year and a half lived in Trenton, ~ficbigan. On March 25, 1787, Leonard
Scratch and his family, with several others,
moved to Gl'osse Ile, which was then owned by
Gen. McCoombs.
In recognition of his military service ::\h·.
Scratch was enrolled with the United Empire
Loynlist.c;, and ns such was entitled to a free
grant of land, besides other privileges. He received Lot 9, in the western division of the
t ownship of Gosfield, as his U. E. right, and
moved to that place in 1792. lie afterward
exchanged with an old German for Lot 2, but
the German soon tired of his lot and it again
passed to the original owner, Leonard Scratch
thus coming into possession of 400 acres ou the
banks of Lake Erie. On the front of Lot 2 he
put up a log house, and at once began the work
of clearing the land. In time he prospered, and
'~as able to buy more land, his holdings eventually amounting to considerably over a thousand
acres. H e gave a farm to each of his relatives
of the name of Leonard. Tie was not only prominent as a well-to-do man, but was looked up to
by his neighbors of all classes, and in his day
was by far the most important man in the township. His judgment was songht in all matters
of moment, and he was highly respected, for he
lived an upright, useful life, devoted as much
to the interests of his fellowmen as to the furtherance of his own projects. He and his family
occupied the log house until1823, when he erected the large brick house in which he passed the
remainder of his days. Bred in the Umbrian
Church, be never united with any other, but his
house was open to ministers of all denominations,
and he gave liberally to all worthy causes, whether of a religious nature or otherwise. lie was a
large man physically as well as mentally, and
many interests rounded out a life full of the
best that the world offers. Though always looking out f or the good of others, he was ready to
defend his own rights when . necessary, as is
shown by an incident of the war of 1812. A
company of American soldiers had been quartered in his loombouse, and when they left they
carried off his plow chains. He did not hesitate
to follow and demand their return from the

officer, who returned them with many apologies
and evidently admired the pluck of the owner.
Another incident in the same line will not be
out of place. In those days it was ,customary
to keep liquor in the bouse. The Indians had
told Leonard Scratch that he must do so, and
that if be refused to furnish them with it, they
would kill him. The next morning after making this threat five Indians appeared, and demanded liquor. Mr. Scratch, not one whit dismayed, walked out of the house armed with
sword and rifle, and the Indians, being armed
only with tomahawks, promptly stopped their
threats, saying he was too brave.
Leonard Scratch passed away Aug. 12, 1829,
and his widow survived until 1840. They were
the parents of eleven children, the two eldest
dying in infancy. Susanna, born July 23, 1785,
on Hog Island, married John Wigle, and they
had a family of fifteen children. Peter, born
Nov. 29, 1786, at Trenton, ~ichigan, was married in Colchester, this county, )lay 3, 1808, to
::\Iary Wigle; he became the first postmaster
of Gosfield, in 1831. Isabella, born in Oosfield
Uay 18, 1788, married \Vendle Wigle, and was
the mother of fifteen children. Katie, born in
1789, became the first wife of George Friend
of Virginia, and later settled in Indiana. Mary;
born July 26, 1791, became the second wife of
George Friend. Elizabeth, born July 25 1793
married Charles Friend. Leonard Scratch mar~
ried a Miss Sellers, and went to Ohio, where he
died, leaving one daughter. Henry, born April
5, 1797, was the father of Edgerton R., and is .
ment~oned below. John, born July 24, 1795, is
mentioned below.
Henry Scratch was born April 5, 1797, on the
old homestead on Lot 2, in the east division of
the township of Gosfield, and 'vas there reared to
manhood. His youth was filled with hard work
and he received little opportunity for education'
attending school in all only three months, but
by application he gained considerable knowledge
and became a fairly well educated man. On
attaining his majority he received from his father the south part of Lots 8 and 9, west division
comprising 360 acres, and on the lake shor~
built a log house which stood until 1845. However, he had in 1834 erected a large brick mansion, 40x55 feet in dimensions, using in its construction 96,000 brick; this was one of the first .
brick buildings in the county. In recent years
it has been torn down, and part of the brick
was used in building the Howard Scratch home,
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in Kingsville. Henry Scratch devoted his time
principally to farming, but he also followed the
mason's trade in connection therewith, having
learned same when a young man. During the
Rebellion of 1837-38 soldiers were billeted at his
home, and with them a surgeon, Dr. McKenzie,
under whom, during those two years, Mr. Scratch
gave his attention largely to the study of medicine. When the Doctor returned east he left
large quantities of medicine, and as there was no
doctor in the neighborhood at the time :Mr.
Scratch took up practice, with much success. All
his life he was an active worker in religious
affairs, being a Methodist in belief, and he became a 'local preacher of that church in 1818,
continuing in the good work until his death.
One room in his large house was given over to
church purposes. Politically a stanch Reforn1er,
he served as reeve and county councillor with
marked efficiency. Thus it will be seen that in
spite of his lack of early advantages he gained
and maintained a position of prominence in the
county, being identified with its most important
interests, and in his death, which occurred Jan.
23, 1861, the community lost one of its best
citizens.
Henry Scratch was married in Colchester, in
1817, to Isabella Wilkinson, who was born iu
Ohio May 25, 1798, and died Nov. 29, 1854.
They became the parents of seven children, of
whom we have the following record: Peter,
born :May 6, 1818, married Mary Little, who died
Nov. 29, 1854. Mary .Ann, born April 3, 1820,
married Thomas Goverean. John, bo:rn l\Iarch 2,
1822, lived in Tilbury township, County of
Kent; he married (first) Harriet Randall and
(second) Sarah Fox. William, born March 20,
1824, married Charlotte l\lcDonald, and their
descendants live in Detroit. Alexander, born
July 20, 1826, married Ann Adams; he is now
a superannuated minister, a:Q.d resides at Leamington. Melissa -died when six years old. Edgerton R. is mentioned below,
EDGERTON R. SCRATCH was born July
31, 1834, in the log house near the lake which
his father erected on his removal to the homestead. During his boyhood he attended school
under Col. King, receiving good advantages, and
he was trained thoroughly in the work of the
farm. When he struck out on his own account
he engaged in that calling, receiving 120 acres
on the north part of the homestead property.
After a time he disposed of forty acres of this
tract, but he still retains the balance, which he
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keeps under an excellent state of cnlti\"ation.
As becomes a member of the family, he has taken
his place among the intelligent citizens of the
county, and no member of his cQmmunity is more
highly despected. In .1\Jay, 1854, he located on
his land, building a log house for his first dwelling, and by untiring labor he succeeded in clearing his land, which is now one of the most desirabel farms in the township. It is well improved in every respect, and in 1872 Mr. Scratch
erected a comfortable residence.
Prom early manhood 1\Ir. Scratch has taken
an active part in the work of the :Methodist
Church, of which he has been a local preacher
for the past quarter of a century. He is classleader and one of the trustees of the Kingsville
Church, in which he has been prominent for
many years. In public affairs he was equally active, and for a long time was township collector
and magistrate. On May 20, 1854, Mr. Scratch
was united in marriage with Jane Cowan,
daughter of William and Mary (Stevens) Cowan.
'l'hey have had no children of their own, but
have reared an adopted daughter, Lavena Adeline. The family occupies a high place in the
social and religious life of the locality.
JuosoN ScRATCH, a successful farmer of
the township of Gosfield South, is a son of Theodore Scratch and a grandson of John Scratch,
and a great-grandson of Leonard and
Mary (Munger) Scratch. John Scratch was
born July 24, 1795, in the township of Gosfield,
where he grew to manhood. He was reared to
agricultural pursuits, and in time inherited the
old homestead. He was quite a prominent man
in his day, and served as magistrate from 1834
until the time of his death. In November, 1818,
he married Sarah :Malott, who was born May 10,
1799, and died Feb. 21, 1849. To this union
came children as follows: Leonard, born March
25, 1820, was married Nov. 14, 1837, to l\Iary
McNamara, who was born in Ireland in December, 1822. Theodore, born June 20, 1822, became the father of Judson Scratch. l\Ierian,
born Oct. 28, 182-, was first married to John
Nutson, and subsequently became the wife of
Alexander Wilkinson. l\Iary, born l\Iarch 10,
1827, wa.s married April 29, 1847, to Capt. William J. l\Ialott; who is mentioned elsewhere.
Esther, born April 19, 1829, was married April
29, 1845, to Samuel Black, who was born in Ireland Oct. 1, 1823, and is now one of the most
respected residents of Kings,•ille. Peter diecl
when fifteen years old. Albert was born Dec. 5,
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1831. The mother of these <lying, John Scratch
married Sarah LaFleur, who was born June 11,
1833, and to this union were born: \Yallncc, June
2, 1853; Rieharu, Ko,·. 14, 1855, (residing in
Kingsville); Pnrmelia (who died aged twelve
years); Almer, .iiinrch 12, 1857, (who married,
and died in Hamilton) ; George, July 13, 1863
(of ,Kingsville); Alberta, .April 29, 1869 (wife
of Mr. Sawyer, of :\Iersca township ).
Theodore Scratch wus born on the homestead
June 20, 1822, and when twenty-two years old
came into possession of 100 acres of that place,
lying in Lot 2, e-ast division. Later he sold that
place to Daniel Wigle and bought a farm west
of Ruthven, but after a f ew yeat·s he bought a
fifty-acre tract in Lot L, 2d Concession, to
which he removed. That land is nO\\' almost
within the village of Kingsville, but when he
first moved to it it was swampy and heavily timbered, and he built his house upon the highest
spot. There his family was reared, and there
Mr. Scratch pns.">ed the r emainder of hili days,
r eaching the advanced age of eighty-two years,
and living to see the place all cleared and highly
improved. Mr. Scratch was prominent in the
various interests of his community, for forty
years serving as .deacon of the Baptist Church,
in which he held membership most of his life.
H e also took an active part in municipal affairs,
as a stanch member of the Reform p arty, and
was tax collector for several years when Gosfield North and South ''"ere one. Theodore
Scratch was but sixteen years of age when he
served in the rebellion and he received the distinction of appointment as o~-derly for Col.
Prince.
On April 29, 1844, Theodore Scratch was married to Sarah Loop, by whom he had three children: Alfred, now a prosperous busint>ss man
of Fitzgerald, Georgia; Sydney, who died of
fever while serving in the American rebellion,
in 1863, at the age of seventeen years, and was
buried in Virginia; and J osiah, who died when
f our years old. For his second \vife Theodore
Scratch married Elizabeth Tofflemire, on Sept.
24, 1854, and they became the parents of four
children: Sarah, who is the wife of Darwin
.Jones, of Gosfield North; Caroline, who died
when twelve years old; Theodosia, who died
when 'five years old; and Judson. The mother
of these dying Jan. 27, 1899, Mr. Scratch married Mrs. :Mary Glady, by whom he had no
f.hildren.
Judson Scratch was born July 4, 1861, on

the place he now owns, and was reared there
H e enjoyed such advantages as the village
schools afforded, and meantime was trained to
hard work on the farm , when twenty years old
coming into possession of the farm, which he has
carried on ever since. His holdings comprise
100 acres, he having acquired the fifty-acre tract
adjoining his original place, and nll of his land
is cleared and under a fine state of cultivation,
most of this improvement representing the work
of Mr. Scratch himself. lie has done well in
his agricultural work, and his place gives evidence of the prosperity and thrift of the owner,
who is painstaking in all his work. He carries
on general farming, and also raises some tobacco.
In 1883 he built his present cozy brick house,
and he bas also put up all the other buildings
which adorn the place.
Mr. Scratch bas given proper attention to his
private affairs, but he also finds time for local
public matters, and has been quite prominent
in municipal politics, serving six consecutive
terms as councillor. In 1902 he was candidate
f or r eeve. His political faith is that of the Reform party. For nine years 1\Ir. Scratch has
been a member of the board of education of
Kingsville, and in 1902 was chairman of that
body. Socially he affiliates with the I. 0. 0. F.
and A. 0. U. W. at Kingsville, having held membership in the latter order for fourteen years,
and being at present a past master.
On Jan. 9, 1881, Mr. Scratch was united in
marriage wit h Miss Zilla Wigle, and to this
union have come two children: Roy Howell,
born June 24, 1884, and Theodore Michael, born
Jan. 17, 1892.
Michael J. Wigle, f ather of 1\Irs. Scratch,
was born in the township of Gosfield March 15,
1831, and was the fifteenth child born to John
and Susanna (Scratch) Wigle. He is now a
r esident of Kingsville. lie married Jane Crow,
and their family consisted of four children,
namely: Cornelia, born July 7, 1854, is the wife
of J ohn Ulch. Rosenia, born Sept. 16, 1856, is
the wife of Charles Quick, a merchant of Kingsville. Byron, born Sept. 6, 1858, married 1\Iaud
Broadwell. Zilla, born Dec. 17, 1860, is the
wife of Judson Scratch.
NAPOLEON
ALEXAl\'DER
COSTE.
Among those who for years have been prominently identified \vith the affa.irs of the County
of Essex is Napoleon Alexander Coste, who was
born at 1\Iarscilles, France.
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Louis Coste, his grandfather, was born in
1780, at Marseilles, Prance, and was an exten-

s:ve and successful cattle dealer in his own locality, where he died in 1851.
He left two
children, l\Iarius, who is mentioned below; and
Marguerittc, who became the witfe of William
Michel, and had one son, Louis, whose son Louis
is a physician at Marseilles. The estate of Louis
Coste is now included within the limits of the
City of ~Marseilles, a portion of it being a very
valuable possession, and until recently belonging to our subject, who sold it to his brother.
Marius Coste was born in 1809, near Marseilles, where he was reared and educated. He
entered into the business of provision, meat and
ship furnishing, and held the position of fnrnisher for the English Admiralty for a numb~!'
of years. I n 1827 he married Josephine :M.
Pecoul, and to this union the following children were born: Louise, who died unmarrie1l;
Mathilda, who married J. Gregoire; Napoleon
A., of this sketch; Adele, a resident of l\Iarseilles; Jules F., consul-general of France at
Glasgow for twenty years; Therese, deceased;
Lucien, who died leaving a son and a daughter
in New Orleans; and P ierre, who married, and
has three daughters, Lily, Gabrielle and .Margueritte.
Napoleon Alexander Coste was born Dec. 3,
1835, and was educated in the Lyceum College
of his native city, becoming an accomplishc•l
French scholar. He was later fitted for entrance into the navy, and subsequently, with
this branch of his country's service, he visited
South America. On his return, at the suggestion of his father, who was connected with the
English navy as a furnisher, and much admired it, he shipped on an English vessel, induced thereto, somewhat, that he might learn
the English language. This English vessel was
bound for Canada, where he was landed, and
remained, as the vessel never returned to
French ports. In 181')6, at the age of twentyone years, the young foreign sailor was made a
Canadian citizen, at Sandwich, County of
Essex, and so rapidly did he gain the confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens that
three years later he was made reeve of Malden
township, and thereby a member of the county
council. In 1860, when the then Prince of
Wales, now King Edward VII., visited Ontario,
1\Ir. Coste r ead an address in French, in behalf
of the county council, at the arrival of the
Prince at Windsor. At the same time J ohn
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0 'Connor read an address in English.
:Mr.
Coste had been appointed to this honorable position on account of his education, manner and
general responsibility as a citizen.
I n 1863 l\fr. Coste r eturned t o his native
land and took a prominent part in the completion of the Suez canal, being connected activf'1y
with this great undertaking. lie remained
eleven years in th:s worii', and before the canal
was formally opened, he was given the honor
of piloting the first English vessel, the
"Psyche," into its waters.
So prominent a
part did he take in these ceremonies that before the opening of the canal he was presented
to the Prince of \Vales, who, with the P;·mcess, was visiting Port Said and the canal, and
by him was introduced to Her Gracious l\Iaj esty, the present Queen Alexandra. During
this time of rejoicing :Mr. Coste was honored
by the Khedive of Egypt with the order of the
Uejidie. Afterwnd Mr. Coste was made the
manager of the Suez canal coal depot, with nn
office in London, England, which position he
ably filled for eight years.
Failing health
warned him to discontinue his business activities in London, and the physic:an prescribed
the clear, bracing air of Canada, to which country he was glad to return.
In 1883 :Mr. Coste was warmly welcomt•rl
back to Ontario. Ire located near his present
beautiful house, just outs:de the corporate
limits of Amherstburg, on the bank of the Detroit river. In addition to his fine residence
property, l\fr. Coste owns a fine farm in Anderdon township, which makes him a man of com·
fortable competence. He had scarcely settled,
in 1883, when he was again made reeve of :Malden township and member of 'the county council, and, with the exception of the year 1890.
was a member of that body ever after until
1903, being the oldest member in the county
council of Essex, in which he served twenty-two
years altogether.
During 1886 and 1897 he
served as warden of the county. I n any public
event Mr. Coste is called upon to officiate as the
representative of his fellow citizens. Thus, in
October, 1901, upon the occasion of the visit of
the Duke and Duchess of York to Canada, he
presented a memorial address to them, at the
city hall at Toronto, in behalf of the coJJnty
council of County Essex. In 1886 he was the
Conservative candidate for Parliamentary
honors, but was defeated by no less a statesman
than Mr. Balfour, of the Liberal party.

. I

)

i

.,Q

..

~
Q

I.

.~

D·.,

.a

l
-

I

..,=;.:I.

.I

!

.

1• .

:

'

Ii .'

;

..••.

.:

,. ~ r: .

:

'

~

·. ~ · :

~"
• A

; .. z! I'

1 . ';'l .'
!. ··;.!
~I i :p. .

t:

,.

,:

.

i.

t:.

'/

l

;' i.:!'' :

- ~ !1 :.
J

..i

ft:
l'·;

nt'

.

·il.· ,~:: ;

': i•~

I

!: ; :

Ill

I \j

:·

.I

fli:! .
. !.I '
!I I
~.

·II

l

•.. 'If
l :
· ~

. .

-.:..,.....~

u

('O~L\fE) lO R.\TIYE

TIIOC::R.\Plll C.ATJ RECORD.

)f r. C<lstc h:ts b\'t'll p:ut i<·Hlarly h~ppy in
his J oml•stic lik On ~~)\'. lH, l 34-, he mnrrirJ Matilda Robidoux:, uaul;htcr of Jean Baptiste Robidoux, a m<>miJ<>r of one of the leading
and oldest fnm ili,·s ()( :\lalut•n township. The
following chilJrc•n have bc<>n born to this marriage: .Anna diNl in England; Louis, ex-chief
enginet'r of l'ulll :c Works for Canada, married
) fury .:\lliH' Il <>st<>r, of !\cw Orlt•nns; Ellgene,
prcsiucnt of t he :\Iiniug Institute, and living in
Toronto, mnrricd Louisa Tims, nncl they have
four <>h!lur<>n, D illon, Gabrielle, Frank and
)far!<'; Dt•nis ~\ l<>:tnnch•r, the manager of the
:\nturnl Gus Company of County Weiland,
''"ith offie\>s at Butfalo, XY., married Harriet
Tims, 1111d thP)' have two daughters, Ida and
Tsalx•lla; n111l )lauric<', who married ::\Iuriele
1 laynt•s, has one son Louis, and r esides in Uu~
Stat<'s. The second son of ~Ir. Coste had the
distinction of first discovering natural gas in
Cnnnda iu paying quantities in the counties of
Essex anu Wt'lland, and it ''"as under his direction that : ur. Coste began gas operations in Gosfh•IJ township, County of Essex, and struck
Coste W('Jl ~o. 1. The fine mansion in which the
fnmily reside is fitted with furnishings purchas(•d by )fr. Coste in foreign lands, and
shipped from London to Fraser's wharf, on the
Detroit river, opposite his house.
Religiously :\Ir. and :\I rs. Coste are prominent members of the Roman Catholic Church.
Fraternally he is a member of the C.:\I.D.A.
Probably no man in the county is better known,
and surely no one enjoys the general esteem in a
higher degr ee.
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G. J. LEGGATT, one of the leading barr isters of Windsor, and also one of the most
prominent business citizens, is a most worthy
·representative of distinguished English ancestors, being a son of the late J udge Leggatt of the
County of E ssex, and a grandson of John Leggatt, who came to Canada as assistant commissary-gener al on the staff of General Brock.
J ohn Leggatt was located for a considerable
period at Quebec, but later was stationed at Fort
.Malden, now Amherstburg, and there he died.
He was the father of the following . children:
Thomas J., who at one time was manager of the
Bank of Upper Canada; H. P., deceased, formerly manager of a large lumber company at
Quebec; Gordon Watts; and Annie, who married
Rev. Gore E lliott.
Of this family, the third

member, better known ns Judge Leggatt, became
the fa ther of our subject.
Judge Leggatt was born in Sorel, near Quebec, and accompanied his father to Amher stburg. H ere he passed his minority. After completing his law studies, he located there, where
his successful practice of his profession made
him the chosen successor of Judge Chewett, to
the Bench of the County of E ssex, and the second incumbent. Judge Chewett was the last
judge of the Western District, including the present Counties of Essex, Kent and Lambton, and
the first judge of the County of Essex after the
division. J udge Leggatt was a man of great
ability, and his long term of service on the
Deneb made him widely and most favorably
known. lie was an able expounder of law, which
combined with rare judgment, fitted him f or the
r esponsible position he held from 1860 to Sept.
19, 1883, the date of his death. ·J udge Leggatt was
twice married, first to L. A. Liberte, a native of
Amherstburg, and to this union two children
were born, viz. : J. II. C., clerk of the D ivision
Court at Amherstburg; and Amy, deceased.
After the death of the mother of these children,
Judge Leggatt married, second, Mary A. H.
Cary, born in 1832, in Quebec, daughter of
J oseph Cary. She died in J anuary, 1901, in
Windsor. The children of this union were : G.
J ., of this sketch; Alberta E . A., M:ary G., and
H elena A., of Windsor; and Elizabeth, deceased.
G. J. Leggatt was born in the family home
at Windsor, and his early education was secured
in the public schools of his native city, in preparation f or a collegiate course at Trinity and
at Port Hope. H is legal education began under
Judge McHugh, of Windsor, and in 1887 he was
called to the Bar. His first legal partnership
was with his preceptor, the firm style being Pa tterson, McHugh & Leggatt, and his second partnership caused the firm style to change to Leggatt, Murphy & Sales. . In 1~98 Mr. L eggatt
established an office of his own, and since that
date has conducted an individual practice which
has been large and r emunerative. F or eleven
years he was secretary and counsel for the Lake
Erie & Detroit River Railroad.
In addition to his professional duties, Mr.
Leggatt is identified very prominently with a
number of important business enterprises. He
is president of the Port Stanley Elevator Company; director and secretary of the Windsor Gas
Company, and was for some time secretary of ·
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the Natural Gas & Oil Company of Ontario, now
known as the United Gas Company.
Frater nally "Mr. Leggatt is a member of the
Great Western Lodge of the F . & A.)[. Politically he adheres to the principles of the Conservative party. H e was elected a councilman of
Windsor, in 1898, 1902 and 1903. His religious
connection is with the Church ·Of England.
Professionally he posses~s t hat even balance
of judgment so necessary to success. lie is well
versed in the law, and from the beginning of
his career, attracted attention by his earnest and
intelligent methods. He is honorable and trustworthy in business, and enjoys the fullest confidence of those with whom he is associated.
REV. 'l'IIOl\:IAS NA'r TRESS, B.A., pastor
of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, at Amherstburg, is a. son of English-Scotch parentage
a:nd of Canadian birth.
'rhe late Thomas Nattress, his grandfather,
was born in Durham, England, in September,
1805. Coming to Canada from Yorkshire in boyhood, his whole business life '\vas spent in this
country. About 1837 he settled at Weston, Ont.,
where he conducted a farm, the land he farmed
being part of the well-known Holly property, in
that locality. Later he removed to the County
of P eel, Toronto Gore township, and continued
farming on what is known as the 'Vest Branch
farm, the Nattress homestead. To t)lis property
. he afterwards added the Gore Road farm, on
which he died at the age of seventy-three years.
In 1837 he married Anne Watson, of Yorkshire,
England, ·who died in Brampton in 1887, at the
age of seventy-three years. Although they belonged to the Church of England, and were married in St. J ames Cathedral, in 'roronto, they
supported and attended the Methodist Church
during-the greater part of their n:tarricd life, on
account of its proximity and the absence of a
church of their own denomination. Eight sons
and two daughters were born to them, as follows: Jonathan, John, Isaac, Thomas, Lieut.-Col.
Dr. William, P.M.O. of Toronto d istrict, J oseph,
the Rev. George (rector of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Wellesley, Massachusetts), Leonard Wat;$on, Elizabeth (Mrs. John Scarlett), and
Sarah (Mrs. Joseph Lawson).
Of this family, J ohn Nattrcss was the fath er
of Rev. Thomas Nattress. He was born in 1841,
at Weston. At the age of eigh t years he had the
misfortune to lose his right h and, an accident
that' caused him to turn his attention the more

3D

closely to books. By the time he had reached his
seventeenth year he had qualified as a teacher
in the public schools, and followed that profession for twenty-four years. He acquired a fine
piece of land in Vaughan township, County of
York, and conducted fa.rming operations the
greater part of this time. lie is now clerk of the
Sc,·cnth Division Court of York County, at
W oodbridge, where he r esides. Politically he is
a Reformer. Both he and his wife are members
of the Presbyterian chu rch.
I n 1863 1\Ir. Nattress was united in marriage
with 1\tiss l\fary Ann Lawrie, who was born in
Vaughan township, York County, of Scot ch
ancestry, a daughter of John and Isabella Reid
Lawrie, early settlers in that part of Ontario.
Eight children were born to them : Thomas, the
subject of this sketch; I sabella A., wife of James
\Vatson, of Vaughan township ; John Lawr ie,
who married Edith Allan ; 1\Iargaret E., deceased, wife of William Alfred Brown, whose
one son is William Allan Nattress Brown; Ma ry
L aura; William Reid ; J ennie Evangeline, and
Ethra Vaughan Frederica.
Rev. Thomas Nattress was born :N'ov. 6, 1864,
in Vaughan township, County of York, Ont. H is
earlier education was secured in the schools of
sections numbered 13 and 15, Vaughan, and
largely under the able t uition of his father. In
the fall of 1879 he attended the Brampton high
school for three months, under the principalship of Mr. F essenden, a fine instructor. During 1880 he gave himself up to the lighter duties
of the home farm, in pursuit of health. I n 1881
he entered the high school at Weston, and came
u nder the instruction of George 'VaDace, B.A.,
a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, bere successfully passing the examination for a secondclass teacher's certificate, non-professional, and
senior matriculation at Toronto University.
Entering University College in the fall of 1885,
Mr. Nattress took the honor course of mental and
moral science and· civil polity, now a double
honor course, sui)plementing this with honors
in English. In 1887 he graduated from Toronto
University, receiving the degree of B.A. During the third and fourth years at the University
Mr. Nattress took the first year of the course in
Theology at Knox College, and was granted a
diploma by the Senate of that college in the
spring of 1889. I n the final year of his University course he was the local editor of Varsity, the
college paper, and was associate editor of tlie
Knox College Monthly during 1888-89. In the
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spring o.f 1889 he was licensed by 'l'or()nto Presbytery to preach the gospel, and in 1890 came
to Amherstburg as pastor of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. This church, established in
1828, celebrated her seventy-fifth anniversary in
• the fifteenth year of ~I r. Nattress's pastorate. In
the long interval she has had the followin g pastors : Alexander Gale, 1828-1831 ; George Cheyne,
1831-184:3; Robert P eden, 18-:1:4-1852; William
:McLaren, now a professor in Knox College, Toronto, 1852-1857: Archibald McDermid, 18671870; Frederick Smith, 18i-:l-1883; J. ll. Paradis, 1884-1889; Thomas Nattress, ordained and
inducted, Feb. 6, 1890. During the intervals between pastorates, the church was sen·ed by students, some of whom have become eminent.
On Apr il 17, 1890, 1\fr. Nattress was united
in marriage with )Iiss :Margaret Emeline Corbet, daughter of the late George Corbet and Isabella Lee Corbet, of Owen Sound. George Cor- ·
bet was one of the found ers of the town of Owen
Sound, and lived at Guelph when the first tree
was cut for the site of that city. I n association
with the late Capt. Simpson, he established the
first dry dock on the Georgian Bay, at Owen
Sound.
They together were extensive shipbuilders and promoters of shipping interests.
Mr. Nattress and his wife have a family of
six children, all born in the manse a t Amherstburg, viz.: Jonathan Leonard, born Oct. 18,
1892 ; George Corbet, 1\'Iarch 4, 1894 ; Marianne
Isobel, Aug. 17, 1895; William Watson, Sept.
3, 1899; Julia Margaret van Nateris, Sept. 27,
1900, and Frances Alida, April 23, 1904.
Rev. Mr. Nattress combines with deep scholarship the practical qualities indispensable to a
successful minister. He has a warm place in the
affections of his congregation, and is esteemed
most highly by all branches of the church in Amherstburg.
'

•I
I

'·

•••

'

\

'I

i

i

I

i

I
I
I

CO)Il\IEMORATI VE BIOGRAPliiCAL RECORD.

.

'•

i:
;j

l;
I'

I : : ...

!.

L·

.'
! I
1

i

'

: .

t '

~ l f

1' r
~

.1·'; ;.
·I : ~
I

•.

.J. OLIVER PECK, one of Windsor •s prominent business men, is descended from one of the
oldest families in the County of Kent.
His
great-grandfather, J ohn Peek, was born in Sussex, England, coming to Canada, as bandmaster,
with the British forces to capture Quebec, in
the year 1759. During the taking of the Frcr.<'h
citadel John P eck was wounded, and while in
the hospital became acquainted with Mademoiselle Brau, whom he married in 1760. He then
abandoned military service, and concluding to
r emain in Canada started westward, remaining
a few years on the H amilton Heights, the pre-

sent site of the ")fountain View Hotel." H owever, he did not make a permanent home until
he went still further west in 1763, and located
on the river 'l'hamcs, County of Kent, about
seven miles W<'St of Chatham, Ont., he being one
of the first settlers in that county, where he
passed the rrmaindrr of his life and died in
1806, leaving a family of two sons and two
daughters, viz. : J ohn, Robert, Elizabeth. <:~nd
l\fargaret.
J ohn P eck, J·r., was married at Sandwich,
Ont., to ::\Iat·y Drake, sister of Col. F rancis
Drake. lie served in the war of 1812, and gallantly fought at the battle of Queenstown
H eights. Settling on the old homestead of his
father, he re~tred a large family, namely : ·william, J ohn, J oseph, Alexander, Angus, Nelson,
Cathel'ine and Jane.
Nelson P eck, the father of J. Oliver P eck,
was born in the County of Kent in the year
1814, and died in 1900. He was closely associated with the history of his native locality, was
active in the suppression of the Rebellion of
1837-38, and except when engaged in the service of the country resided at the old homest ead,
in R.aleigh township, County of Kent. Politically he was a Reformer. H e married Phyllis
Dauphin, who was born in 1825 in the Cour.ty
of Kent, daughter of John Noel Dauphin, and a
member of one of the oldest French families in
the county. 'l'he following children were born
to Nelson Peck and his wife : Louise, Emily
(Mrs. Pike), J?rank, J . Oliver, Richard, Theresa, Arthur, Walter, Maggie (Mrs. Watson),
Alice and Raymond.
J. Oliver P eck was born Sept. 17, 1850, on
the old homestead in the County of Kent, and
remained there until he was sixteen years of age,
in the J?leant!me acquiring a practical education.
He then engaged in ·the general store of H. F .
Cummings, of Chatham, Ont., and r emained
with that business house for a period of eleven
years~· In 1878 he opened a dry-goods business
in \oVallaceburg, the following year removing to
Essex Centre, building there the finest general
store building in the country, and for twelve
years carried on a general mercantile business
there with eminent success. Deciding to move
to Windsor, Ont., in 1889, he sold out his interests in Essex Centre. After locating in Windsor Mr. P eck engaged in the clothing business in
the White block, and afterward removed to the
site of the present Bank of Commerce, where he
did a very large business, but in July, 1897, his
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stock was destroyed by fire. He then turned his
attention to general insurance, and has been very
successful in that line, r epresenting many of the
leading Canadian and British companies.
l\1r. Peck has been twice married. In 1874
he was united in mar:dage with Adria S. Smith,
of Chatham, daughter of the late John Smith.
She became the mother <>f eight ch!ldren,
namely: Mabel, now wife of Dr. F. T. I;eys, of
Detroit, :Michigan; Charlotte, wife of John A.
Stewart, of Detroit; Harry, an employe of the Algoma Central & Hudson Bay Company; Wendell, billing clerk for the Lake Erie & Detroit
River Road at Walkerville, Ont.; Milton, 1\:Iarion and John at home; and Adria, deceased. The
mother of these childt·en died l\farch 27, 1895.
On Dec. 5, 1898, Mr. Peck married (second),
Miss Florence, daughter of Capt. Jarmin, of
Amherstburg, Ont. 1\Ir. Peck belongs to the
Roman Catholic Church. He is secretary and
ex-chancellor of the C.M.B.A. He served on the
board of education for two years, being county
representative of the high school, and for two
years was license commissioner. He also held
other important offices. He is secretary of the
Windsor Club, Limited. In politics he is a Reformer- He is well and widely known in his
vicinity, and enjoys a high measure of esteem.
· JOHN MOONEY, one of the leading merchants and most highly esteemed residents of
Windsor, comes of a family which originated
and for generations flourished in Ireland. Richard Mooney, his grandfather, married Margaret
Mooney, of the same name but belonging to another family, and they reared these children:
Patrick, who became a resident of Baltimore, in
the State of Maryland; Lawr.ence, who came first
to Quebec, but later moved to the State of Wisconsin, where he engaged in farming and died;
:Michael, who was the father of John Mooney;
J ohn, who first settled in Canada, but later
joined his older brother in Baltimore ; and Elizabeth, 1\bry, Bridget and Ellen.
Michael Mooney was born in 1803, in Ireland, and in 1821 came to Canada, locating in
'Valcartier, near Q~ebec, where he married Catherine Sweeney, daughter of Edward Sweeney.
In 1836 he removed to the County of Essex,
Ont., and settled in what is n<>w known as Sandwich South, where he engaged in farming. There
he died in 1891, his wife also passing away at the
same home. In politics he was a Liberal. H is
religious connection was with the Roman Cath-

41

olic Church. The children born to l\Iichael ~nd
Catherine l\Iooney were as follows: Philip, ldeceased, who ·was a farmer in Sandwich Sot th;
Richard, a farmer in l\Iaidstone township ; Edward, a resident of Windsor; l\Iichael, who died
at the age of five years; Ellen and 1\fary, both
deceased; Catherine, deceased, wife of Emory
l\IcKay; Rose, wife of Thomas Tierrien; Elizabeth, deceased; and John, who ·was the second
member of the family.
John Mooney was born at Valcartier, Quebec, in October, 1834, and was but two years old
when his parents came to the County of Essex_
In Sandwich South he grew to manhood, and
until 1866 followed farming in l\Iaidstone township,, in that year selling his farm to his brother.
He then moved to ·windsor and engaged in a
grocery business which he has continued and expanded, being now the oldest merchant, doing
business continuously, in the city. 1\fr. Mooney
has been a useful citizen of Windsor in many
ways, serving acceptably as assessor for twelve
years, was census enumerator from 1881 to 1901,
and has taken a leading part in all public movements which have been of benefit to the city.
Among his many admirable attributes, M:r_
Mooney possesses the gifts of a natural and educated musical sense, which was shown in boyhood
and was of such strength that it made him willing to ride the distance of fourteen miles from
his home, in Sandwich South, to Sandwich, in
order to profit by lessons from the well-known
teacher, Dean Wagoer. His gifts developed
rapidly, and he was the first organist of the
church at Maidstone Cross. His father encouraged him to the extent of contributing largely
On coming .to
to the purchase of an organ.
Windsor Mr. Mooney organized the first band in
the city, and has always been foremost in all
musical matters, serving as a member of the
church choir for thirty-six years.
On Jan. 15, 1863, Mr. Mooney was married
to Mis Sarah 0 'Connor, a native of Northfield,
State of Michigan, where .her father, :Martin~
O'Connor, was an early settler. The paternal
grandparents of :Mrs. Mooney were John and
Ann (Johnsmi) O'Connor, and her parents were
1\fartin and Margaret (Cavanagh) 0 'Connor, the
latter a daughter of J ames Cavanagh, an early
settler in lVIaidstone township. Martin 0 'Connor was born in 1785 in Ireland, and died in
1878 in Northfield, 111ichigan, where his wife
died in 1896, at the age of eighty-three years.
Five children have been born to 1\Ir. and
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line at \Vindsor. They continued in business
until 1R66, when our subject w~nt to Armada,
Michigan, as manager of a general store for T.
II. Henderson, and at the end of three years was
transferred as manager of the business house at
Detroit. For twenty-one years he continued
there, and then severed his connection and returned to Windsor. In February, 1893, he was
appointed treasurer of the city of Windsor, and
has most satisfactorily served in that capacity
COL. JAMES C. GUILLOT, colonel of th~ ever since.
21st Regiment of County Essex Fusilicrs, and
Col. Guillot has always taken an active intertreasurer of the city of \Vindsor, is a well-known est in military matters, and he has a fine military
record. I n 1862 he joined an independent comresident of this locality.
Col. Guillot is of mixed ancestry, being of pany in Sandwich, as a private, under Captain,
French extraction on the paternal side, and of now Senator, Charles E. Casgrain. In April,
Scotch on the maternal, a combination resulting 1865, he graduated from the military school at
in a sturdy line of descendants: The Guillot Hamilton, Ont., under Col. Lowry, and was then
family was founded in the County of Essex by appointed sergeant-major of \Vindsor artillery,
Hillaire Guillot, the grandfather of Col. Guil- under Capt. \Vorthington. Later he was made
lot, who located at Sandwich early in the 19th adjutant of the 23rd Light Infantry. In June,
century. There his son, II. C. Guillot, the father 1885, when the 21st Regiment of Essex: Fusiliers
of Col. Guillot, was born March 3, 1818. On was organized, he was appointed major, .and in
reaching his majority, II. C. Guillot engaged in a August, 1897, was advanced to the rank of colmercantile business at Sandwich, and also be- · onel, a position he still holds.
came a manufacturer of potash. Later in life he
On Dec. 23, 1866, Col. Guillot married Ellen,
transferred his mercantile business to \Vindsor, eldest daughter of John \Veaver, Esq., who was
and continued there as he had been in Sand- born Jan. 7, 1811, and who died at his home in
wich, a leader in his line. For many years he Sandwich in August, 1867. Mrs. Weaver was
served on the board of education of Sandwich, born June 4, 1821, and died Nov. 16, 1900. Four
and was always a public-spirited citizen. He children have been born to Col. Guillot and wife,
married Barbara Erskine Pollock, daughter of namely: Henry C., is not only a popular pracJames P ollock, of Easton, Pennsylvania. The ticing physician of Pontiac, 1\.fichigan, but has
Pollocks were of Scotch extraction, and for some served as mayor; he married Annie Treble, of
time prior to locating at Easton, Pennsylvania, Windsor; and they have one son, James C. Bes·11rr. Pollock was engaged in business at Trenton, sie Erskine is married and lives at Toledo, Ohio;
New Jersey, where his daughter was born June she has one daughter, Elizabeth. Ida Stuart
28, 1820. She died in Sandwich, Sept. 25, 1862. is the wife of W endle Van Hook, of Pittsburg,
Mr. Guillot died ~fay 28, 1870. In early life he Pennsylvania. Nellie is at home, in Windsor.
was a member of the Roman Catholic Church, Mrs. Guillot is a member of the Church of Engbut previous to his death connected himself with land, while the Colonel belongs to the Methodist
the 1fethodist Church. In his political views he faith. Politically he is a Reformer. Fraternally
affiliated with the Reform party. To II. C. Guil- he is an Odd Fellow, and is past master of Windlot and wife were .born these children: Helen sor Lodge, No. 403, A.F. & A.M.
Ann, married to Edward Adams, of Michigan;
James C., our subject; John P., manager of a
OSCAR E. FIJEMING, a leader in the ranks
general store at Tilbury, County of Essex; Alice of the Conservative party and a prominent lawJ. ; Barbara Erskine, born Oct. 15, 1850, died yer of "Windsor, is descended from Scotch anAug. 7, 1851; and Barbara Erskine (2), born in cestry, and is a worthy representative of the
1853, died Sept. 21, 1856.
· sturdy · characteristics of that race. He is a son
Colonel James C. Guillot was born Oct. 26, of Samuel and Sophia (Harwood) Fleming,
1845, at Sandwich, and was educated in his na- whose other children were: Arthur H., forinerly
tive town. He engaged in merchandising at Sand- a lawyer of Detroit, later a large lumber dealer
wich, and in 1863 joined his father in the same in :Michigan, and now a retired resident of Pasa1\frs. Mooney: Ella, :Margaret, Effie, Dr. Edward
W. (a successful medical practitioner in the city
of Detroit), and John, the last-named deceased.
The children have, in a great measure, inherited their father's musical talent, and l\Iisses
Ella and Effie are members of the choir of St.
Alphonson 's Church, to which the family belong.
Fraternally Mr. l\Iooney is connected with the
C.M.B.A.
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dena, California; Harwood 0 ., engaged in the
drug business at Windsor; Clarence S., assistant
cashier of the Dime Savings Bank of Detroit,
formerly with the Canadian Bank of Commerce;
Donald \V., an accountant in Cameron & Curry 's
Bank, who died in 1881 ; Lilla, deceased, wife of
Dr. Palmer, of Salem, Michigan; Bertha, married to A. C. Stelw.agen, an attorney at Detroit;
Florence V., married to William E. Scotten,
president of th e Scotten Tobacco Company of
Detroit; Felicia, who married R. II. H olmes, a
barrister of Toronto ; and Evelyn, who married
Albert Montreuil, sub-collector of customs at
Walkerville, Ontario.
Oscar E. F leming was born 1\farch 17, 18G2,
on the old Fleming homestead, and was six years
old when his parents removed to Windsor. He
was educated in the public schools of Windsor,
and was under the t utorship of M:r. Cheney, inspector of schools. In 1881 he began reading
law, first with the firm of Cameron & Cleary,
and later with Doctor John lloskin of Toronto.
Mr. Fleming was also a student at Osgoode Hall,
Toronto, and in addition was under instruction
with the firm of McCarthy, Osler, H askins &
Creelman, of Toronto. In 1886, after most thorough instruction, he was called to the Bar, and
in the same year opened an office in Windsor.
H er e he practiced alone until 1888, when E. S.
Wigle was taken into partnership, the firm style
being Fleming & Wigle, and in 1893 the partnership was further strengthened by the admission of John H. Rodd, the name then b<.>coming
Fleming, Wigle & Rodd. It is a strong combinat ion and covers every line of practice, engaging
'in the grellter part of the litigation in this part
of the county. ·
Mr. Fleming has always taken a prominent
part in both political affairs and <.>ducational
movements. For several years he has been a
member of the school board, and for a Ion~ tjme
has been chairman of the Conservative campaign
committee. For three years h e served on the
Windsor town council, and in 1891 was elected
mayor of the town of Windsor, and in 1892 was
re-elected, and during that year the town was incorporated into a city. In 1893 1\Ir. Fleming
was again honored by being elected mayor, and
has, therefore, the record of being the last mayor
of the town, and the first mayor of the city of
Windsor. For three years he was a m<'mbcr of
the Conservative Union, of Ontario, at Toronto.
In addition to his professional duties and political inter<.>sts, he is engaged in large business
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cnt(•rprises which engage much of his attention.
He is vice-president of the ::\Ic.Alpin Consumers
'l'obncco Company, J1imited, at Toronto: a director in the Standard Paint & Yarnish Works
Company, Ltd., at Windsor; and a dirc<·tor in
the Windsor Turned Goods Compnuy, IJtd., at
Windsor, and in several other industrial concerns. In 1892, in company with his brothers,
he built the Fleming building, at the corner of
Ouellette and Chatham streets, Windsor, a fine
office building in which is also located the dn1g
store of JI. 0. F'leming.
In 1890 l.Ir. Fleming married Caroline ~1.
Drake, daughter of Dr. Drake, of Kingsville, and
a family of nine children has been born to this
union, namely: Augusta C. ; Donald ~L. a student in St. Andrew 's College, at Toronto;
Frances :M.; Thelma C.; Oscar S.; Canmor e D.;
Kennett E.; Hugh E.; and Caroline B. ~Ir. and
::\Irs. F'lE'm ing belong to the Presbyterian Church.
Fraternally he is a p rominent Mason and Odd
Fello,v.
RUFUS STEPIIEKSO)I', one of Kent
County's most revered pioneers, had a most remarkable career. He held almost every office
within the gift of the people of this district and
enjoyed the unique distinction of never having
suffered d efE'at upon any occasion. He was universally esteemed and was without an enemy.
Rufus St<.> phenson was born in Springfield,
1\fassachnsctts, on Jan. 13, 1835. H e was a descendant of D eacon Samuel Chapin, a Puritan
who came to Roxbury, )lassaehusetts, prior to
1640. ~Ir. Stephenson's grandfather was from
Lancashire, England, and was of that branch of
the Stephenson family from which sprang
George and Robert Stephenson, so famon!l as
railwny cn~ineers. In 1850 ::'lfr. Stephenson
came to Chatham as manager and associate editor of the Kent Advertiser and became proprietor of The Planrt in 1857. He conductC'd this
journal until 18i8, when he disposed of it to his
sons, Sydn<'y, the present proprietor, and B.
Frederick, now commissioner of Cro\m Lands,
Winnipeg.
In Chathnm ~fr. St<'pl•enson h<'lu many imporumt offices. H e was chairman of the public
srhool hoard, chi<'f and chief mginef'r of the fire
d<'partment, memb<"r of the count~· board of instruction, m<.>mber of the city counC'il, m('mbcr of
the county council and mayor thrE'c yE'ars in succrssion, bein~ elC'ctcd twice by aeclamation. He
was commission<.'d as captain of Ko. 2 Company,
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l E\Gli. In l SGi )fr. St ephenson was the suc<·rssful candidate of the Lilwral Conscrvntin•s of
Kent f or tlw fir-st l>omi11ion l'arliamcnt and was
r c-dcctcd at the gr•wral (')ret ions hd <.l in 1872,
187-! aud 1878, r rspt·t·linly. .A nhlJJl! the lr gisla tin! mr:tsm·t·s initiall'tl I"· h im WC're the action
o f t lw ( ion-rlllllt'lll in rl'~Hrtl tu the status of
naturalizt•J fort·i::m•rs i11 British l·olonial posS<'Ssions ami th(' c•oasti11g rl'lations with the
l,;nitPd :-;tah·s lllHl the navi::ation of inland
watl'rs, twsich>s a numbt.> r of ~t-H c rnl nnd local
impronomt•nt..; (,f s ubstautial ,·altw to \\'cstcm
Ontario. ln 1882 )fr. S!t'phe11son r t•tired from
P arlianH•nt Htlll acc:t•pt<•u an appoi ntment ns inspt•<:tor of 1hi! eolunizn tion <'Otmtry. n11<l afterwa rd was a ppuint<•d rollt:ctor of Ctlstoms, which
position hl' lll'ld until his drath, Oll r 'eb. 15,
1!l0l.
On Oct. 11 , 1854. )lr. StephPnson ma rried
Gco r~iann Emma, eldest daugbtcl' of Thomas
.Andrt'\1', bar1·i~t cr, of Londoil, Ehgland, who
predcceas~.?d him. There were nine c hildren , five
sons and four daughters: Sydnry Stephenson,
publisher of The Pumet, Chatham; E . P. Stephenson, commis.c;;ioner Cro\\·n Lands, \ Vinnipeg,
.Man. ; ::\[rs. William Good eve, of Ottawa ; Rufus
Stephen~on , of \Yest Superior, \ Visconsin ; Andrew C. Stt>ph(.'nson , of Winnipeg, ~fa n.; Mrs. J.
A. ~IcWhinney, of Toronto, Ont.; J ohn A.
Stephenson, of Duluth, "Minnesota; Mrs. Walter
0 'Hara, of Ottawa, Ont.; and )Irs. J ames Fleming, of Chatham.
J. W. HAN~A, who enjoys the distinction of
being one of the best known, as well as one of
the oldest, members of the Bar at Windsor, Ont.,
is d escended from Irish ancestors. His greatgrandfather was a native of Irela nd, and a
farmer of t hat country. Among his children
was a son, Robert, the grandfather of our subj ect.
Robert Hanna was born in Ireland in 1793,
and there ma rried Marjorie Milligan, also a native of Ireland, and in 1820 the two emigrat ed
to Canada, locating in the County of Lanark,
Ont. La t er they removed to the County of
Leeds, where he engaged in ·farming, and where
he died in 1861, his widow surviving until 1883.
Robert H anna took pa rt in the R ebellion of
1837, and also had a hand in the "Windmill
Affair" at Prescott. The following family was
born to h im and his wife: Jane, deceased; Ann,
who married a. l\fr. 1\Iilligan, of Sarnia; Lucy,
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t.lrct•as-<.•d, who marl'i<.'d Al<.'xander Porter; J ohn.
(h'Cl'ased; and James, deeeased.
James linnun, son of Robert, was born in
L anark in 18:!3. When only a boy his parents
mo\·cd to the County of Leeds, where he (J ames)
followl!d f arming until h is d eath in 1901. J ames
H anna took r ons itle rablc intrrest in ed ucational
matters, a nd ~;ave each of his children a thorougn
literary and p rofrssional training. H e was married to J nne Gallagher, who was born in 1831,
da ughter of \Yilliam Gallagher. The following
family was bom to them : Agnes, educated in
Stanstead, married H iram Lockwood of W est
Port; Dr. Frank, a graduate of the l\IcGill University, is n ow a physician of B rantford, Ont.;
and J. W .
J. W . H anna was born in the County of
Lerds in 1860. 1l is literary education was acquired at Athens, Ont., and at Cobourg. Aft~r
completing h :s studies along classical lines, he
took up t eaching in the public schools for two
years, and then began the study of law with the
well-known firm of Cameron, l\'lcl\l a rshall & Hoskins, of 'l'oronto, and in 1884 was graduated in
law from Osgood H all of that city.
For two
years Mr. H anna was clerk for t he above-mentioned law firm of Toronto. I n 1884 Mr. H anna
came to ·windsor, becoming a member of the law
firm of Cameron, Cleary & Hanna, which cont inued until 1885, when Mr. H anna withdrew
and continued alone f or several y ears, but in 1891
the partnership of Cowan & Hanna was f ormed,
and continued until 1896, when Mr. M. K.
Cowan was elect ed to Parliament, and Mr.
lianna has since then been•without a partner.
'W hile Mr. Hanna practices general law, he
makes a specialty of criminal cases, and has been
very successful, his eloquen ce and f or ceful utterances having great weight with the jury.
In 1891 Mr. Hanna and .1\fiss J ennie Doth·
well w er e united in marriage, she being a daughter of R. C. Bothwell, then of Toronto, now of
Oaklan d, California. 'rwo children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Hanna: Elwood and D elmer. The family adhere to the faith of the
Church of England. Politically Mr. Hanna is
a Conservative, and has been a m ember of the
council of Windsor a number of times. Frater·
nally h e is a 1\fason. 1\fr. Hanna is one of the
most popular men in W indsor, and his prospects
are very bright, bOth in his profession and in a
political way, and he is justly r egarded as a
leading exponent of the b est inter ests of the
County of E ssex.
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ROBERT S1'UART WOODS, Q.C., revising
officer of the electoral district of Kent, late junior judge of Kent, local judge of the high court
of justice, surrogate judge of the maritime court
of Ontario, and for fifty years a ·prominent figure in the \Vestern District, is, with his more
than fourscore years, one of the grand old men
of Kent. His eye is as bright, his mind as clear,
his step as elastic, as when in the flush of early
manhood he was called to the Bar.
In both paternal and maternal lines Judge
Woods is of Scottish descent. H is grandfather
Woods was a Scotchman engaged in mercantile
pursuits in St. John's, Lower Canada. His maternal grandfather, Hon. Alexander Grant, familiarly known as Commodore Grant, was a
member of the ancient family of that name at
Glenmoriston, Inverness, Scotland, and came to
Canada as a midshipman under Lord Amherst,
in 1759 being appointed to the command of a
sloop of war, and taking an active and honorable part in the exciting events of those early
d ays. L ater he became commander or commodore of the western lakes, and at the time of his
death had been an officer in His Majesty's service for nearly fifty-seven years. Commodore
Grant. was one of the seven men called by Gov.
Simcoe to the first legislative council, and was
the third member of the first executive c9uncil of
Upper Canada; and in 1805-06 he was lieutenant-governor of that province. Although both
J udge ·woods's grandfathers were reared in the
strict faith of the Scotch Presbyterians, both of
them wedded French-Canadian wives, of the Roman Catholic Church.
James Woods, father of Judge Woods, was
a barrister-at-law at the Montreal Bar. In 1800
he came to the \Vestern District, and took an active part in public matters. At his death he left
a large landed estate. He married Elizabeth,
seventh daughter of the late Alexander Grant.
Robert Stuart Woods was the fourth son of
his parents, and was born at Sandwich, Essex,
Ont., in 1819. He was educated in the district
grammar schools under Rev. David Robertson,
and the late Rev. ·william Johnson, until he was
seventeen years of age, and subsequently under
the Rev. Alexander Gale, of Hamilton. The
course of study in those days was somewhat limited as compared with the curricula of modern
schools, but what \Vas lacking in extent was amply compensated for by thoroughness. In 1837
came the Rebellion, and the young student went
to the relief of Toronto under Col. MacNab, as
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one of the famous fifty-six men of ''Gore,'' in
the steamer ''Gore,'' by means of whom, on the
first day of the Rebellion, the city was saved
from MacKenzie's forces. lie continued with
Col. l\lacNab throughout the campaign, and of
one of the exploits of that force, the cutting out
of the '' Caroline,'' Judge vVoods has written an
interesting account.
Judge Woods pursued his legal studies under
Judge 0 'Reilly, of Hamilton, was called to the
Bar in 1842, and was made a Q.C. by the Earl of
Dufferin in 1872. Up to the time of his appointment as junior judge, in 1885, he was actively engaged in the practice of law, and he won
for himself a high place through his lofty con- ,
ception of the duties and the dignity attendant
upon members of his profession. From 1846 to
1849 he was solicitor of the county council of the
Western District, and is the oldest municipal officer in Kent. In 1843 he acted as judge of the
division court, at a time when the circuit was
150 miles in length, and two weeks were required
for the work. In 1850 he came to Kent, and at
once took his place among those interested in the
advancement and development of this section.
H is means and his energies have been given
freely to the securing of railways, good roads,
canals, and other enterprises. To him is due the
forcing of H amilton citizens into the construction of the Great Western Railway, which, with
the opening of the Michigan Central to Chicago
( 1849), became the link between the roads of the
East and the West.
Judge Woods has never belonged to any
secret society. While a faithful member of the
Church of England, he has a broad sympathy
for all other denominations, and is liberal in his
aid to further any of them in good work. He
belongs to the Church of England Synod, and is
an earnest advocate of temperance, and of all
legislation to promote it. For some time he was
president of the Kent branch of the Dominion
Alliance, and has belonged to other organizations having similar intent. In his politics he is'
a Conservative, first and last, and is proud of
the fact that his allegiance to his party has never
wavered, even while his personal relations with
the leaders of the Opposition have ever been most
cordial. In 1854 he contested Kent against Larwill; McKellar and Waddell, when Larwill was
returned, and Mr. Woods was defeated on the
secularization of the Clergy Reserves, on which
question he was in advance of his party.
I n 1849 Judge Woods was united in marriage ·
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\Yood, Valence & Co.), wholesale hardware dealers. H e represented this firm on the road
for seven years, then r esigned, a nd embarked in
business for himself, purchasing a hardware
stock at Kincardine, where he carried on a successful business for about ten years. Mr. Greenhill then sold his business, and returned to Hamilton, where for two years he looked about him
for a profitable investment. In December, 1889,
through advertisements, he heard of.a hardware
business at Leamington for sale, which,appear ed
to meet his r equirements, and after inspecting
it he p urchased the property, and operated it
alone very successfully until 1899, when he took
into pa rtnership J. H. Conover , the firm name
being changed to Greenhill & Conover.
In 1870 Mr. Greenhill married Miss Anna M.
Campbell, daughter of William Campbell, a
manufacturer and member of the firm of Campbell Bros., of H amilton, now deceased. One child
was born of t his marriage, Susan I ., who is at
home. 1\frs. Greenhill died April 1, 1899, in Detroit IIospital, after an operation.
In politics Mr. Greenhill is a Conservative,
but is not radical in his views. Although he
served one t erm as reeve of the town, he is not
in any sense an office seeker, only accepting nomination at the earnest solicitation of the best men
of his party. Fraternally Mr. Greenhill is a
member of Leamington Lodge, No. 290, A.F. &
A.M.; King Cyrus Chapter, No. 119, R.A.M., of
which he is treasurer; and a member of the 1.0.
O.F. He is treasurer and member of the bowling club of Leamington, and secretary and treasurer of the Veter ans' Association of South Essex
County. In religious matters he is a Presbyterian, and a member of the board of management,
and an elder in the church with which he unites.
In all lines he is very prominent, and he is one
of the most highly esteemed men of L eamington.

JAMES S. OREENITILL, one of the prominent and representative men of Leamington,
County of Esesx, was born in Scotland in J une,
1841, a son of David and I sabella (Seath)
Greenhill.
The father and mother were born in Fifeshire, Scotland, and he was a millwright by
trade. During the forties be r emoved to Dundee, Scotland, where they r esided until1855, and
then emigrated to Canada, locating in Hamilton,
Ont. There they made their home until Mr.
Greenhill's death, which occurred about 1876,
when h e was sixty-three years of age. He was a
consistent member of the Presbyterian Church.
In politics he was a Conservative. In manner he
was quiet and unassuming, and never sought
office. He and his wife had a family of seven
children, five of whom survive: · Andrew, of
Smith's Falls, Out.; Agnes, who married J ames
Traill, of Toronto; Johanna, widow of William
Traill, of llamilton; J essie, who married George
Valence, a member of Wood, Valence & Co., of
Hamilton ; and J ames S.
JOHN MELLOW, one of Comber's grand
Until he was seventeen years of age J ames S. old men, who for over twenty-five years was a
Greenhill remained at home attending the Cen- farmer of Tilbury West township, and is one of
tral school. At that time he was apprenticed the largest land owners of Essex County, and
to the book and stationery business, but after who is now living a retired life, enjoying the
two years he accepted a position in the wholesale . fruits of his hard labor, was born in Toronto
hardware house of Buchanan, Harris & Co., and township, County of Peel, on the 6th Concession,
remained in this connection t en or twelve years, Lot 3, East Centre Road, Aug. 12, 1825.
being promoted from time to time until, when
Samuel Mellow, his father, was a native of
he r esigned his position, he was representing the Cornwall, England, born near the Three Castles
firm on the road. He left this concern to accept in 1792, a son of John and Elizabeth Mellow, the
a better position with Wood & Leggett (now former a silver miner by occupation, who spent .
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with Emma Elizabeth Schwarz, eldest daughter
of the Hon. J ohn E. Schwarz, adjutant-general
of the State of Michigan. Since the advent of
the year 1904 Judge \Yoods has retired from the
junior judgeship, followed by the good wishes of
all his legal brethren, whose admiration for ·his
honorable career and reverence for his high
charact er were unbounded. H is public career
has cover ed an important and historic period in
the Province, and his reminiscences of the conditions and of people a lifetime ago are of great
interest. H is volume, ''Harrison Hall and I ts
Associations," gives the history of the District
of H esse and the \\estern District from their
earliest organi.r.ation, with that of their municipal, judicial, political and educational interests.
H e is a fine conversationalist and is by nature
most social, and time spent in his society is never
devoid of pleasure.
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his life in his native home, and died there. The
family were members of the Church of England. Politically J ohn Mellow was a Conservative. Samuel Mellow grew to manhood in his native home, and in 1815 he left for the New
World with the hope of bettering his condition.
He crossed the sea on a sailing vessel to Canada,
making the trip in nine weeks, and landing at
Quebec, where he remained some time. Later
he removed to New York State, where he lived
for several months. In 1818 he came to Ontario,
Canada, locating in Toronto township, County of
Peel, where he bought a clergy reserve, a tract
of 100 acres, on which he built a log hut on the
6th Concession, Lot 3, east of the Centre Road,
awl there began the life of a pioneer. The county
was ne,v, and he was among the first settlers. By
hard \Vork he succeeded in clearing up the farm,
making extensive improvements, and the remainder of his life was passed in agricultural pursuits. He lived to a ripe old age, dying on his
farm Aug. 20, 1866, aged seventy-four years. lie
was buried in Lambton, County of York, Ont.
In his political belief he was a stanch Conservative, and in r eligious belief was a member of the
Church of England. Samuel Mellow was married in Little York, now Toronto, to Hannah
Garbutt, a native of Yorkshire, England, daughter of George Garbutt, who with his family came
to Canada in 1817, locating in Toronto township, County P eel, where he lived and died.
Nine children were born to Samuel :Mellow and
wife, namely: John; William, who resides in
County Cardwell; Elizabeth, deceased; Susanna,
who married John Elliott, and resides in County
Bruce; Anna, deceased wife of William Garbutt; 1\'liss Eliza, who resides in Rochester township, County Essex ; Rebecca, widow of Richard
Truman and residing in Toronto, Ontario; Samuel, a farmer in Rochester township, County
Essex; and Elizabeth, who married John Graham, and died in Toronto. The mother of these
children 'died in Rochester township, County Essex, Aug. 21, 1886, having attained to the ripe
old age of ninety-three. Her remains rest in
Cottam, Gosfield township, County Essex. She
'vas a member of the Church of England, and a
good Christian woman, devoted to her family
and her home.
John Mellow was the oldest of the family.
He was born in a log house, and the schools he
attended were constructed of the same material.
He went to school in Toronto township three
months in the year, having to go six miles to
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what was then known as a subscription school.
Ile also attended a private school, near home,
kept by an old lady whose zeal made up for
what she might otherwise lack in ability. He
worked on his father's farm from early youth
until of age, when he started for himself, buying in 1846 a 100-acre bush farm for $800, borrowing $300 from his father to make the first
payment. He thus started in life with a debt
of $800. He built n. frame bouse and cleared
up the farm, planted an orchard, and made extensive improvements, paid off his indebtedness
to his father and the other debt on his farm.
For thirty years he was engaged in general
farming. In 1875 he came to County Essex, and
locating in Tilbury West township, he bought
a tract of 200 acres of bush land on Concession
9, l;ot 13, where he built a log house, and in
1880 moved his family to the farm. He set to
work and succeeded in clearing up the farm,
later building a fine brick dwelling bouse, barns,
etc., making extensive improvem_ents. He bought
150 acres on the same Conces.;;ion, Lot 12, which
be improved with new buildings, and later he
bought a 200-acre lot, and on Concession 10,
Lots 13 and 14, he purchased 200 acres partly
cleared, which he also improved. I n all he O\rned
in Tilbury w·est township over 650 acres of
well cultivated land, which his children ~re now
operating. He disposed of his farm in County
Peel, and bought in the North-West, at Alberta,
near High river, 600 acres of land which is now
under cnlth·ation, and where he spent two years,
owning altogether 1,2•10 acr<>s of highly productive land.
In 1898 ::'lfr. :Mellow retired from active work,
and now makes his home in Comber, where he
is enjoying the fruits of his hard labor. Although seventy-nine years old he is still quite
active and in possession of all his faculties. Ile
attributes his good health and activity to a wellspent life, being temperate io his habits, and
using no tobacco or tea. His life has been a
domestic one, and he has attended strictly to
his own business. A shrewd man in business
affairs, he has been careful of his investments,
and his accumulation of wealth has been the result of his own hard work, economy, good inYestments and attention to business.
In politics Mr. l\fellow is a stanch Conserntive, but is not a politician. He was a member
of the township council in County Peel, and in
County Es.o;ex he fllled the office of school trustee
of No. 12 S. S. for sixteen years, taking a deep
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home, and with his entire family he moved to
Canada, and settled on Lot 8, of the Gore, in the·
township of Colchester, at a time when there
were but one or two families anywhere in the region. In those days the I ndians were troublesome and the family were obliged to protect their
log cabin by a stockade of logs, set endwise in
the ground.
Tradition says that three of the
daughters and one son of Alexander Quick were
carried away captive by the I ndians, and only
two of the daughters were regained even by the
payment of a ransom, though the son, Joseph,
was released. Mr. Quick was well advanced in
life when he went to Canada, and only surv.ived
a few years after the change. His sons were :
J oseph, father of Cornelius R.; Cornelius, who
moved to Mersea; Elijah, who settled in Colchester South, and lived there until 1879, when
he removed to the State of Michigan, and there
remained; John, who located in Trenton, Michigan; Alexander, who resided in the township of
Colchester South; and David, who removed to
Illinois in 1865.
Joseph Quick was born in Kentucky, about
one mile from Cincinnati, Ohio. He was the eldest of the family, and, with his sisters, was captured by the Indians. While two of his sisters
were brought back, he was kept thirteen years
before released through the agency of Col.
Elliott, of Amherstburg. lie followed his parents to Canada, and after his father's death he
carried on the clearing of the farm and homestead, a tract of 200 acres in Lot 8, given his
father by the Government as a reward for his
loyalty. Ilis brother, Alexander, was a farmer
and a' blacksmith, and had a shop near the house,
where he made axes, hoes-in fact, all the metal
tools. required by the pioneers. Joseph Quick
died of typhoid fever, at a ripe old age, passing
away Aug. 29, 1845, aged seventy-six. In GosQUICK. The Quick family, prominent for field South, County of · Essex, he married Susseveral generations in Canada, has had able re- anna Munger.
She bore her husband twelve
presentatives in the township of Colchester children, all but one of whom were living at the
South, County of Essex, in the late Cornelius R. time of their mother's death, Jan. 16, 1849.
Quick, and now in his capable daughter, Mrs. . Mary, born May 21, 1811, was twice married,
Annie A. (Quick) Brush, · widow · of the late first to Stephen Brush and second to Philip
Arthur B. Brush.
Wright. J ohn, born Dec. 18, 1813, died in this
The first of the f amily here was Alexander county. David, born Nov. 26, 1815, married
Quick, grandfather of Cornelius R., who was ~rargaret Loop, and moved to Flint, Michigan,
undoubtedly one of the large family of Quicks where both died. William F., born July 24,
who were natives of Cornwall, E ngland, though 1817, married Miss Angeline Pelon, and lived in
settled in the State of Kentucky, near Cincin- Colchester North. Cornelius R. is mentioned b enati, Ohio. Being unwilling to take up arms low. Alexander, born Dec. 7, 1821, married
against England, he was obliged to leave his Ilenrietta Lipps. Leonard, born May 25, 1825,

interest in school matters, He is a member of
the Church' of England, and was warden of the
church at Strinefield.
:Mr Mellow was married first, June 22, 1848,
County Peel, to 1\fartha Rhodehouse, who was
born in Albion, County P eel, Ontario, a daughter of Joseph and Margaret Rhodehouse. Twelve
children were born to them: H annah, who married James Lynn, of Toronto; Keziah, who married Francis Burst, of Tilbury West township;
Elizabeth, who married George Colyer, and resides at Victoria, British Columbia·; Sarah, who
married William Brown, and resides near London Ont.; 1\Iary, who married David Strong, of
Tilbury West township ; Rachel, who married
Allen Perrin, and r esides in Marine City, Michigan; Emma, who married Russell Humphrey,
and resides at Toronto; Harriet, who married
Amos Smith, and resides in Alberta, Nort.hW est Territory ; John, a farmer on the homestead; William llenry, a farmer in Tilbury West
township; Lila, who resides in Toronto, Ont.;
and J oseph Samuel, a fanner in Tilbury West
township, who married Mary Lattimore. The
wife and mother died on the farm Dec. 28, 1893,
and was buried in St. George's Cemetery. She
was a member of the Church of England. For
his second wife Mr. Mellow married, March 11,
1903, in Detroit, Jennette Grindlay, who wa::;
born in Hamilton, Scotland, daughter of John
and Catharine (Bucannan) Grindlay, and widow
of Arthur ]\fcGie. By her first marriage 1ive
children 'tvere born: ·william, who resides in
Belleville, Ont. ; John, who resides in the West;
Arthur, of Belleville; Isabella, who married William Wilson, arid lives in Toronto; and Walter,
of Salt Lake City. Mrs. Mellow is a woman of
refined taste, devoted to her home.
She is a
member of the Presbyterian Church.
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died young. Sarah Ann, born Feb. 26, 1827,
was the wife of Domineque Pelon, who was
drowned in the Detroit river. Elizabeth, born
Dec. 28, 1828, married first Joseph Kline, and
second Thomas Nesbett, who resided at Flint,
Michigan. Hannah, born Oct. 7, 1830, married
Thomas Leslie. Philip, born Sept. 24, 1832, married l\1iss Amelia Pastorious, and at Harrow
operates a hotel. Lucinda, born Aug. 31, 1834,
is Mrs. Albert Lidwell.
CouNELIUS R. QurcK was born on the homestead, Feb. 18, 1820, and in time came into possession of a part of the farm, which was divided
between him a.nd his brother, Alexander. Later
he disposed of his portion, and, instead, bought
125 acres on the lake front, Lots 78 and
79, where he carried on farming very extensively and with much success, being a pain::;taking and energetic wo1:ker. Many, if not all, of
the imp rovements were the results of his own efforts, and the property is now considered one of
the very best along the lake front- a section
noted for its exceptionally fine farms. 1\fr.
Quick took a prominent part in public affairs,
and se·rved as reeve of the township for ten
years, durin-g which t ime he was also a member
of the county council. His d eath occurred Dec.
30, 1896. Fraternally he was a fifth degree
Mason.
·
Mr. Quick married Miss Abigail Wright, the
daughter of Henry Wright. Henry Wright was
t he son of Henry, the original settler in Canada,
and was born in Rutland, Pa. lie was twice
married, first to a Miss Hitchcook, by whom. he
had a daughter, Deborah, born March 1, 1803,
and second, Hannah Lipps. The children of the
second marriage were: John, born March 11,
1809, who married· (first) Miss Anna Bell, and
(second) Mrs. Rebecca Wilson; ~1ary Ann, born
Dec. 15, 1810, who married John Buchanan ;
'l'homas II., June 19, 1815, who married Miss
Euphemia Bell; Francis, 1\Iarch 7, 1818, who
married Miss Jane Wilcox; Eliza, Feb. 15, 1821,
who married Matthew Ferriss; Abigail, Aug. 25,
1823, who became :Mrs. Cornelius R. Quick; and
Amelia, Sept. 15, 1825, who never married.
Mrs. Cornelius R. Quick died about three
years b efore her husband, Dec. 12, 1893. She
was the mother of the following children:
Ann!t> Amelia, Gordon Wright (who moved to
the Northwt>st some twenty years ago, where he
has since been engaged in ranching, and who
married ~'liss Carrie Noice), and Francis Gore
. (born April 18, 1862, who married :Miss Matilda
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Rae, and was killed by the explosion of a ~oiler
at William Craig's, June 25, 1890).
Annie Amelia Quick married Arthur B.
Brush, and ten years after her marriage returned to live at home, as her husband tbeh assumed charge of the old farm. She was left a
widow l\farch 23, 1903, with one daughter, Cornelia, who lives at home with her mother, a most
accomplished young lady.
The late ARTHUR B. BRUSH, born Dec. 2,
1850, was a descendant of the John Brush, who
came to Canada about 1799, with a company of
United Empire Loyalists, and who was followed
a few years later, in 1806, by his brother Stephen, from whom many residents of Colchester
and Malden townships are descended.
John
Brush, in the assignment of government land
drew Lot 89, Concession 1, and resided there till
the day of his death. He married l\1iss Betsy
Wright, who bore him the following thret! sons:
Charles; John, who married Miss Ann Grubb;
and Thomas, who mar1·!ed Miss Lucinda Fox.
'l'here were also several daughters.
Charles Brush married : Hiss Anna Hartley,
by whom he had two children: Arthur B. ; and
Ellen Melinda, born Sept. 29, 1852, the wife of
Darius Wigle, of Kingsville.
•
Arthur B. Brush inherited his father's llOmestead, and by him it was willed to h!s beloved
daughter, as will also be the old Quick home,
which Mrs. Brush inherited from her father. Mr.
Brush was a.n able business man, and a most
honorable, upright gentleman, who had many
ft·iends. · He belonged to the Odd Fellows and
the Workmen, and ·was very popular in both organ!zations.
Mrs. Brush is a gracious woman, of marked
business ability and artistic tastes. H er home
is beautifully located on the lake, and its charm
and order delight all who see it.
J

REV. CHENEY BURDETT, for many years
one of the highly esteemed residents of Ridgetown, County of Kent, Ont., was born at Naseby,
Northamptonshire, England, May 1, 1826, and
passed away at his home in Ridgetown, May
5, 1904.
ITaving lost his parents when still a ·c hild,
Mr. Burdett was thrown upon his own resources
not only to obtain a living, but also to seeure the
education his active mind craved. Notwithstanding all the drawbacks he labored agai11st. he
gradually overcame 'every obstacle, and ach ieved
remarkable success, gaining an intimate knowl-
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edge of the val'imas ba·uuclu!~ of scit!nce, theology and t'cclcsiastical history, ami b<'coming an
eloquent and useful clcr~yman, ns well ns a welleducated man. During the thirty-three years of
his ministry he wus stat innt'd on ei~htel"n different cit·cuits, nrHl, hf'ing a vet·y forcible and
eonvincing speakt'r, he was invaluable at revivals
and camp me<>tings during the early <lays in
the history <'f W<'stern Cnuatla.
Cht>m'y fiurdl"tt came to Canada when a
young- mnn, and found employment in Sombra
township, County of Lambton. While there he
was convt"rtctl and soon br~an prl'acbin~. HI! is
first r<>corded us prl•aching in 1852, when twentysix years olJ, aml in that and the following
year he promoted and held two camp meetings.
In 1854 he was appointed to his first circuit,
the :\Iaitland circuit, ncar Goderich, and his
next charge wns thl! Southwold circuit, thirty
miles in ext<>nt and consisting of nine appointments. Following this, from 1858 to 1860, he
was on the Dover circuit, adjacent to 'Vallaceburg, and he was then successivl"ly on the Enniskillt•n, London, Xcwbury and JJeamington circuits. From 1867 to 1869 he was on the
Yarmouth circuit, and from 1869 to 1871 he traveled the W alsin~ham circuit; from 1871 to
1873 wm; in Hartford; 1873 to 1880, Harwich;
1880 to 1882, Essex Centre; 1882 to 1883, Ili::rhgate; 1883 to 1885, Wallaceburg ; 1885 to 1887,
Oil Springs. From this circuit he was superanmlated, taking up his residence in Ridgetown,
where he lived in the enjoyment of his books
and the companionship of a devoted wife, a~
well as the fricnd!\hip of all who knew him.
Thereafter he readily gave himself to church
work whenever it was pos.<>ible, assisting neighboring ministers, etc., thus passing many useful
years before his death. During the active period
of his ministry, to quote from his own writing.
he had the following record: "Total number of
camp meetings held, fifty; field meetings, four;
four days' meetings, six; number of persons received into the church ns the result of my humblP
ministry, five hundred."
Politically :Mr. Burdett was nlways identified
with the Conservative party. His fraternal relations were with the Masonic order, he being
a member of Glencoe Lodge, No. 292, and at his
funeral were present, besides the members of
the Howa.rd Lodge, delegations from 13lenheim
and Ilighgate. Several pastors took p art in th·.!
services, and many beautiful tributes· of reverence and r espect were paid to the life and char-

actcr of :\[r. Burdett, and his long and effective
services in the church.
On !\lay 2, 1852, Mr. Burdett married M:iss
N<tncy Rouse, who was born in December, 1832,
in the County of Lambton, and was reared thertl.
She was a good Christian woman, and shat·~J
faithfully the toils and privations of the earlier
years of the itinerancy, passing away at their
home in the town of Essex in 1881, leaving four
children: Adaline, wife of Dr. J ames Brien,
of the town of Essex, was born in 1856,
in Ontario; Reuben, born in March, 1858,· now
a farmer of Manitoba, married Miss Louise
Brown, of Manitoba, and they have five children,
Louise, Annie, Olive, Albert and Dqritby; Rev.
James Burdett, bom in 1861, a minister of the
Free Methodist Church in Michigan, married
1\fiss Emma Vancuren, of Michigan, and has a
daughter, Ethel; Frederick, born in the County
of Essex in 1866 resides in the State of Washington; he married Miss Cora J ohnston, and hr.s
one son, H arland. In November, 1882, :Mr. Bn!'·
dett married Mrs. Emily McTavish, the estimable daughter of Joseph and Bethany Cornwall,
both natives of Canada. 1\frs. Mc1'avish was
born at Clearville, County of Kent, in 1851, and
in 1869 married Daniel 1\fcTavish, who was bnrn
Nov. 15, 1841, at Duart, Ont., of Scotch parentage. VV"ben a young man he learned the trade
of carpenter and pursued it successfully during
his active life. In 1869 he located near Hamilton, Missouri, where he carried on an extensive
building and contracting business. While t·~
siding near that town he died, Oct. 30, 1873,
leaving a wife and two children. The daughter,
Rosa, received an exeellent high school educatio:1
in the County of Kent, Ont., and was given a
first-class certificate from the Ridgetown Collegiate Institute; for six years she was a teacher
in Alma Ladies' College of St. Thomas, for two
years taught in the Ridgetown public school, and
was subsequently a teacher in the school at Indian Head, in the N. W. T., being an accomplished young lady; on April12, 1904, at I ndian
Read, she became the wife of Alexander Ross,
barrister, of Regina, N. W. T. 'l'he son, Malcolm J., received his early education in the
schools of the County of Kent, and graduated
from the Detroit College of Medicine April 30,
1903.
Mrs. Burdett is a leading temperance worker
in Ridgetown, and is now president of the
W.C.T.U. of that town, in which capacity she
accomplishes a wonderful amount of good. Like
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her husband, she is kind-hearted and charitable
and their Christian influence for good in the
community can scarcely be overestimated.
JOHN BUCKLAND, a retired farmer of
Gosfield North, belongs to a family long prominent among the settlers of the County of Stanstead, Quebec, and was born there Feb. 13, 1829,
son of William and Clarissa (Heath) Buckland.
Walter Buckland, the paternal grandfather,
a cabinetmaker by trade, originally lived in
Connecticut, moving thence. to the Province of
Quebec, then called Lower Canada, while his
son, William, was a child. He died in that Province in 1832, the father of a large family; E. P.,
the eldest son, never came to Canada, but settled
and died in Massachusetts. Anna, the eldest
daughter, married and remained in Connecticut,
where she died. Leverett, Walter, Henry, William and Alexander, all born in Connecticut,
and Erastus, John, Polly, Mary and Sarah, who
were born in Canada, all settled and died in
the County of Stanstead, Quebec, where they
were wealthy and prominent people. John, one
of the sons, returned to .Massachusetts, where
he was manager of a cotton mill for many years,
came back to Canada for a few years, and again
went to Massachusetts, passing his last years in
retirement, in Lowell, that State.
William . Buckland, married, in 1828, l\Iis3
Clarissa Heath. They were united in the town
of Hatley, by an English minister, and theirs
was one of the first marriages in that region to
be solemnized by a clergyman, most of the previous ones having been performed by civil
authorities. Miss Heath, who was born in 1808,
was the daughter of John Heath, an Englishman, who came first to the United States, and
from there to Canada. :Mr. Buckland and his
wife settled on a farm in Barnston and began
life in a small way, but later he added by purchase until he finally owned a large farm. In
1850 he joined the gold-seekers in California,
and was succffisful in his mining v.entures.
Returning to Canada after eleven months, h?
resumed the occupation of farming, and was
counted among the prosperous agriculturists or
that sect ion. Politically he was a stanch L iberal,
and a very influential man; for twenty-five
years he was judge of the commissioners' court,
and also for a long time was county councillor.
Religiously he and his wife were Methodists.
Mr. Buckland passed away, honored and lamented, in February, 1886, and his wife followed him
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to the grave five years later. They were th
parents of seven children: (1) John, our subject, was the eldest. (2) Erastus, born in the
Province of Quebec, in 1831, is a r etired farm~J
of the town of Coaticook, Quebec. lie marriej
l\Iiss Carrie Wilcox, of Quebec, and has fou't
children, namely-Pardon B.; Clara B., the .
wife of J. Buckland; 1\Iaria, wife of a ~Ir. Baldwin; and Mary, unmarried. (3) Jane, died when
just entering wom~nhood. ( 4) P ersis is the wife
of J ohn Converse, one of the wealthy retired
men of the Provjnce of Quebec, and they have
four children- Charles E., of Grand Rapids,
Michigan; Burton, living on the old homestead ;
John, of Quebec; Katie, the wife of J. Remick,
of Barnston, Quebec. (5) Norman, born at
Barnston, ·married Miss H elen Bayton, of Canada, and they' settled on a farm in Barford,
where he died in 1871, leaving t 'vo daughters;
J ennie, " ·ho married Rev. Frank Gordon, ot:
New J ersey; and Annette, a successful teacher
in a college in New J ersey. (6) Elvester is the
deceased wife of Elias Batchelor, who lived near
Quebec. (7) Hiram Osmand, born in 1849,
married and settled at the old homestead, where
he still resides with his three children. ·
John Buckland grew up at the old home in
Quebec, was sent first to the public schools near
his home, aften~ard the high school at Stanstead, and finally be<mme a teacher for some few
years. In 1852, he, too, caught the gold fever
and went to Calif ornia, by way of the Sao Juan
river, through Lake Nicaragua. After several
years in the mining rE'gions, during which time
he had been quite successful in his prospecting,
he returned to Canada by way of the Isthmus,
afterward settling on a farm of 150 acres. H~
also embarked in business as a merchant, in
Coaticook, Quebec. I n 1880 he sold out and
moved to the County o.f Essex, Ont., buying
land from George Stephens, now of England,
his present home on the Talbot road. The property had not been cleared then, but Mr. Buckland now has over 100 acres under cultivation,
and has made his farm one of the best in th~
locality. In 1881 he built a large brick house,
and five years later put up good barns and other
necessary buildings.
In 1861 John Buckland was married to Miss
Elvira Baldwin, born in t he Province of Quebec,
in 1843. Her parents, L evi and Lydin. (Converse) Baldwin, came originally from Connecticut, and were among the prominent pioneer
families of the Province of Quebec. Mrs. Buck-
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land wns a highly educated and cultured woman,
for a number of years was a succcs.c;ful teacher
in Quebec, and 'was known as a fine French
scholar. H er beautiful life was cut off by an
untimely death, ~ov. 4, 18!:19. ::\Ir. and ~Irs.
Buckla nd had fonr children : (1) Alice G., born
in QnE>b<'c, :\[arch 12, 18G3, was educated in the
high school of Barnston, Que., where she alsl)
taught for some years. She is uow the wife of
William 1'. Abercrombil.', a rnnchman of 1\Iontana, but is still a t<.>ach<>r. She has one daughter, ~raud E., born in )liehigan, .April 2, 1885.
(2} Clara .A., born in Quebec in .August, 1864, is
the willow of Hobert Abercrombie, of Red Lodge,
)fontnna, who died in East llclena, in J anuary,
1900. Mrs. Abercrombie owns a }.fontana ranch
in her own right. (3} William L., born in 1871,
in the Province of Quebec, was graduatt>d from
the E ssex high school, where he r eceived a
teacher's c<>rtificate. He married Miss ) l aud
D<.>nniA, of Walkerville, and they settl~d on a
part of his father 's homestead, but in 1900, he
moved to Pontiac, Michigan, where he is engaged in business. lie bas one daughter, Eva,
born in Essex, in 1900. (4) Norman B., thP.
young<.>st, born in the Province of Quebec, in
October, 1873, was educated in the district and
high schools of Essex, where he r eceived a fine
education. I n 1894 he married Miss Louisa
Ash, the estimable daughter of William Ash,
· one of the prominent farmers of Gosfield North;
they reside at the Buckland homestead, where
he is manager of the farm. Three children have
been born to them-Clara S., in 1898; John R.,
in .August, 1899; and Norman P., F eb. 8, 1904.
Politically, J ohn Buckland has always supp orted the old Liberal party; while he lived iu
the P rovince of Quebec, he was for a number
of years one of the commissioners, and likewise
served as clerk of the commissioners' court, from
the time of his father's retirement, in 1864, until he removed from the township, in 1871. He
was commissioner until 1880, when be came to
the County of Essex. Since his residence in
·Gosfield he has filled the office of township
clerk for four years. In 1886 he was appointed
justice of the peace, in this county, and has
In religious belief
filled the office ever since.
he is, as was also his wife, a member of the
Methodist Church, and was one of the trustees
and stewards of that congregation at Cottam.
All his life he has been an enthusiastic church
worker, and in Quebec was as pr ominent in religious affairs as he has been since in Gosiil!:.i.

Well along in years, Mr. Buckland can rest from
an active life with the consciousness that his work
lies behind him, work well done and meriting
the universal esteem paid to the doer.
.A~TO J~E ST. LOUIS, a retired farmer of
Sandwich E ast, is a descendant of one of the
first families that settled in Detroit and Sandwich, the St. Louis family belonging to a small
colony of French pioneers who were the first to
take up land in that section, where they endured
all the hardships of the early days. They were
all men of sterling worth, and the members of
the family to-day inherit the honest integrity
and many of the manly qualitiEla of their ancestors. Several participated in the wars of
1812 and 1837-38.
The first of the St. Louis fam ily in this section was Louis Villicr di St. Louis, who was born
in France in 1706, the son of J ean and Marguerite Gatineau, of Toul, Lorraine. He had
been educated for the priesthood, but feeling
that it was not his vocation determined to seek
his fortune in the wilds of Canada, which offered
so tempting a field to the adventurous. From
Quebec he came to Detroit, where Cadillac had
laid the foundation of a future city. H e married there, Apr il 26, 1746, Marguerite Morin,
daughter of Pierre a nd Josette Dronet.
Through her mother, Marguerite was r elated to
Drouet, Sieur de Richarville, a French officer;
to the Creviers and L eNeuf du Ilerrison, one of
the oldest and mo~t remarkable families of Canada. Louis was called St. Louis on · account of
his great piety. After his marriage in 1746 he
came to the County of Essex and took up Government land. IIe died in 1765, leaving the
following children: Louis, born in 1747, married
in 1770; Christopher married in 1785 J osette
Suzor; Marianne married in 1766 Francois
Drouillard; l\Iarie Louise married in 1767
Joseph Thomas Dajot; J eanne was born in
1754.
Louis St. Louis, grandfather of Antoine, was
born in P etite Cote, County of E ssex, Ont. He
and three of his sons, Baptist, Robert and Louis.
were in the war of 1812 under the command of
Gen. Brock. In about 1780 he purchased 300
acres from the Indians, the land extend ing from
the Detroit river back to the 3rd Concession, in
Sandwich East. It was deeded to Mr. St. Louis
by the chief, Francis Macouse, who marked the
com ers by notched sticks. Some years later 1\Ir.
St. Louis received a deed from tho English Gov-
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ernment. All of his family were born in the
place where the fourth generation of the name
is now living. lie cleared the first land on the
river, and is known to have been the first settler
in Sandwich, where he and his wife lived in a
log fort, erected by himself as a protection from
the Indians. Louis St. Louis died in 1826, and
his wife in 1827, both when past eighty years of
age. They left four sons and five daughters:
(1) Louis, the eldest, settled and died in Sandwich East, leaving one son, Louis,· who died in
1902, at the age of eighty years. (2) John Baptist married and settled in Sandwich, where he
died, leaving eight children. (3) &bert married and settled on Lake St. Clair, where he
died, leaving two sons, also deceased. ( 4) Francis was the father of our subject. (5) Josie
married Lawrence Reaume, and had a large
family. (6) Victoria, 1\Irs. Leazey, had a large
family. (7) J eanette married Thomas Louis.
(8) Charlotte married Francis
(9)
Ferazine married Antoine Reaume.
Francis St. Louis, born in 1794, was the
youngest son, and grew up at the old homestead,
which descended to him from his father Louis.
There he spent his life, having many adventures
witli the Indians during the early days on the
farm. At one time the lndians accused him of
1dlling one of their ponies imd threatened his
life, which he saved only by bargaining to give
them six gallons of whiskey and some flour and
meat, a proposition which not only served its immediate purpose, but also made him friends
among the tribe. The. Indians found, however,
that he was not guilty. Mr. St. Louis erected a
small brick house on the river front, where he
lived until his death, in 1850. lie and his father
were among the founders and builders of the
first Catholic Church in Sandwich, where they
worshipped for many years, until the chapel was
built at Tecumseh, in Sandwich East. They
were devout churchmen.
Francis St. Louis married Theodore Lauzon,
who was born in :Michigan, the only child of
L ouis Lauzon, who was killed by the Ind~ans at
Saginaw. She was raised by her grandmother
)forass, after her father was killed, and died at
Windsor in September, 1879, leaving two sons
·and four daughters: (1) Antoine and two sisters
are still living. (2) Alexander settled and died
in Windsor, Ont., after retiring from active life;
he has four children living. (3) 1\Iary is the
wife of Alexander Langlois, of Windsor. (4)
.Charlotte (deceased) was the wife of Francis

I

Drouillard, of Walkerville. (5) Annie is the
widow of Patrick Pageau, and with her family
lives in Windsor. (6) Eliza died when a young
lady.
Antoine St. Louis was born Nov. 19, 1823,
and received a limited education in the subscription schools of Sandwich; later he attended for nine months a college on the Detroit
side, near Belle Isle, where he learned the English language, and still later he went to the
Sandwich and Windsor schools. His first experience as a business man was keeping the
books for his father during the years that the
latter manufactured sawed lumber; afterward,
having by that time attained a. fair understanding of business, he was hired by the township to
make an assessment.
In 1850 1\Ir. St. Louis married Miss Annie
Baby, who was born in the County of Kent, Ont.,
on the river Thames, in 1825, and was the
worthy daughter of Edmond and Fanny Baby,
Scotch people, who 'vere among the wealthy and
prosperous residents of the · County of Kent.
When Francis St. Louis died he left the old
homestead to Antoine, where he had the care of
his mother. 'l'he son became one of the successful and prosperous men of his section, and purchased 400 acres of land in Sandwich East, giving to each of his sons a farm. In 1880 he
erected the present brick house, and has also put
up barns and good outbuildings on the old home-.
stead. Mrs. St. I;ouis died at this farm in 1880.
She was a lady of many virtues and of true
Christian character. Nine children were born
to Antoine and Annie St. Louis, namely: (1)
Francis, the eldest, born at the old homestead in
1851, is one of the custom house officers of Walkerville. H e is married, and has two liVing children, Rainey and Mary, Arthur being deceased.
(2) IIenry m·a rried Miss Clara Marentette, and
they settled on one of his father's farms, where
he died, leaving three children, Frank,
Blanche and Edna. · (3) J oseph, born in 1855,
married Miss &se Mailloux, of Sand·wich, and
they reside on the Tecumseh Road, in Sandwich,
with their family of twelve children, Oscar, Eva,
Armand, Gaspard, Columbus, Lorette, Denice,
Albenie, Ida, Violy, Dora and Rufus. (4) August married and settled on one. of his father's
farms in Sandwich East; he holds the office of
councilman. Ile and his wife have had a large
family: Charlotte (deceased), Fannie, Locadie,
Clara, Alfred, Corinne, Blaze, Lawrence, Edna
and Normand. (5) Adolphus married Miss Rose
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Stamour, of Sandwich, and they reside on one
of his father's farms on the base line in Sandwich South; they have a family of nine children: \Voodwill, Ernest, Josephine, Eugene,
1\Iaria, Cecile, Beulah, Frank and Lawrence. (6)
Charlotte is the wife of Jerome J anisse, a buslness man of Detroit, and has three childt·en, J erome, Harvey and Ella. (7) Fannie (deceased)
was the wife of Dennis ::\Iahoney, also deceased,
who lived near 'recumseb, Sandwich.East. (8)
Annie died when a young lady.
(9) WILLLU1 ST. Lours, the youngest of the
family, was born at the old homestead, May 24,
1867. His early education was obtained in the
district schools, and in 1881 he entered the business college of Detroit, graduating from that institution in 1883. He then engaged with his
uncle in the grocery business in Detroit one
year, and worked for other parties in that city
for two years more, finally returning to the
farm, where he worked for his father until his
marriage. In January, 1891, he married Miss
Mary W. Seidler, who was . born in Kiel, Germany, in 1866, daughter of Frederick Seidler,
and was educated in her native country. Her
mother came from Germany to. Detroit in 1885,
after the death of the father. Since his marriage William St. Louis has managed the old
homestead farm, and is still living there. To
him and his wife have come five children: Alma,
born Nov. 3, 1891; Henry, Oct. 4, 1892; Lillian,
November, 1893; Frank, March 29, 1895 ;· and
Heman, September, 1898. William St. Louis
was elected councilman in 1893, and has held the
office three years, resigning in 1896; the same
year he was appointed township treasurer, which
·
office he still holds.
Politically, Antoine St. Louis has generally
been affiliated with the old Liberal party; he has
held the position of treasurer of Sandwich East
ten years, was assessor one year, and treasurer
of schools. Religiously, like his entire family,
he bas been a consistent member of the Catholic
Church, and has been one of the founders of
four different churches in Sandwich, Tecumseh,
Windsor and Walkerville. Mr. St. Louis is remarkably well preserved and active for one of
his years, enjoys good eyesight and an unusually good memory, and is a man welcomed and
respected wherever he goes.
McKEOUGH. The McKeoughs, who were
among the early settlers of Chatham, County of
Kent, trace their genealogy from the ancient

family of McKeoughs of Ballymackeough, Tipperary, Ireland, who were chieftains of that part
of Ireland in the thirteenth century. James
McKeough, an ancestor of the family, lived at
and owned Rathhealty Castle, County Tipperary,
in the latter part of the eighteenth century. His
wife was a sister of Rev. Francis Mahoney,
author of the musical poem, '"l'he Bells of
Shannon."
In 1829 Thomas l\IcKeough, son of James,
mentioned above, came to Paris, Ont., where lie
lived for a time, and ·then returned to Ireland,
leaving his sons, John and William, in Ontario.
Thomas McKeough was twice married, and by
his first wife, who bore the maiden name of
Honora Phelan, had three children, J obn, William and Mary, all of whom are deceased. Fot·
his second wife he married Johanna Shanahan,
by whom he had four children. John and Wil·
liam McKeough, sons of Thomas, settle.d in Chatham, County of Kent, in 1847, and for forty
years engaged in the hardware business under
the firm name of J. & W. McKeough. John McKeough passed away in 1899, aged seventy-five
years, at his beautiful residence, Summerlands,
where he had lived for many years. He was a
Presbyterian in religious belief, a prominent
Freemason, captain in the militia, and justice
of the peace. In August, 1854, he married Mary
Jane Dolsen, of Chatham, whose father was <t
U. E. Loyalist. Mr. McKeough left no children.
WILLIAM :McKEouGH, the other of the twain
who founded the family in Chatham, and from
whom the remaining members of that family are
descended, was born 1\Iay 1, 1824, at Thurles,
Tipperary, I reland. In 1854 he married Betsey
Ann Stone, daughter of John Stone, of Orford,
and to this marriage were born four children:
George Thomas, John Franklin, Willi~m Edwar<l
and Alice Maude.
William McKeough was not only a prominent
business man, but took an active part in everything pertaining to the welfare of his city. At
his death, which took place D ec. 7, 1888, the
Chatham Banner published the following in the
issue of Dec. 12 :
''In the death of William McKeough, Esq.,
which took place at his residence, Head street,
on Friday night, Chatham loses one of her best
known and most esteemed citizens.
"Deceased always took a lively interest in
public affairs, and his sterling qualities of head
and heart gave great weight to his judgme~t,
and won for him the lasting popularity he has
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always enjoyed. In January, 1871, he was honored with the mayoralty of the town of Chatham,
and his administration of municipal affairs justified the public confidence. He was one of the
promoters of the Erie & Huron Railway, and the
first president of the company. In educational
matters he has always taken a deep interest, and
for nearly thirty years has served on. the sch01ol
board, during the last twelve or fourteen years
of which term he has presided as its chairman.
So deep was his interest in its work, that on
Tuesday night of the last week he sent a brief
note of apology to the board for his enforced
absence, which note called out general expressions of regret and sympathy. In politics Mr.
lvicKeough was a pronounced and active Liberal, and on several occasions was urged by his
party to accept no~ination for the House of
Commons, but declined. Anything he did not
enjoy in the way of public honors was due solely
to his unwillingness to accept it. His views on
all public matters were marked by a latituoe
and liberality which gave him the respect of
all, and he was one o.f. the few whom increasing
years never blinded to the necessity of continual
progress in every sphere. In religion he was a
l!fethodist, and one of the trustees of the Park
Street Church. His public services, his sociability, and his large business acquaintance, had
endeared him to a wide circle of friends who
will deeply deplore his loss. Particularly in the
school board and church will he be missed from
among his fellow-workers."
GEORGE THOMAS McKEOUGH, born in Chatham in 1855, received his literary education in
the public and high schools of Chatham, and in
1873 began the study of medicine with his present partner, Dr. T. K. Holmes, of Chatham. In
1874 he entered Trinity College, Toronto, from
which institution he was graduated in 1877, with
the degree of M.D., being the gold medalist. The
same year he received the degree of M.B. from
Toronto University. He then spent one year in
the London Hospital, at London, England, r,e .
ceiving the qualification of M.R.C.S. of England,
and later received the L.R.C.P., of Edinburgh,
Scotland. The Doctor pursued his studies still
farther, in London and Paris, and for one year
was house surgeon in the Royal Free Hospital
of London, England. Thus well fitted for the
practice of his chosen profession, Dr. McKeough
returned to his native city, and in 1880 formed
the partnership with his former preceptor,
which has: continued to the p resent time.
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The Doctor was married, in 1881, to Catherine, fourth daughter of David Morris, Esq.,
Seigneur of Ste. Therese de Blainville, of Quebec, and by her has two daughters, Mary Leney
Franklin and Bessie Honora. The Doctor's residence is "Dover Lodge," H ead street, Chatham.
On the death of his father the Doctor succeeded
him as school trustee, which position he has filled
for sixteen years. He is · a member and trustee
of the Park Street Methodist Church. He is a
member of the Ontario Medical Association, of
which he has been vice-president; of the Canadian Medical Association, of which he has been
secretary; and is corresponding member of the
Detroit :Medical and Library Association. He
is the author of numerous papers on medical
and surgical subjects.

! .

JOHN FRANKLIN 11'!CKEOUGH was born in 1857
in Chatham, where he received his early literary
training. This was supplemented by study at
the Wesleyan College, Dundas, Ont. His business career was begun with his father, and in
1881 he formed a partnership with Samuel Trotter, under the firm name of McKeough & Trotter, manufacturers of steam boilers, engines and
foundry products. John F. McKeough is unmarried, and with his sister Alice (who is also
unmarried) and their mother resides at the old
homestead, Bushy Park, Chatham.
WILLIAM EDWARD McKEOUGH was born in
1860 at Chatham, was educated in the public
and high schools of that place, the Wesleyan
College, at Dundas, and the French-Canadian
Seminary at Ste. Therese de Blainville. In 1880
he entered the law office of Robinson & Wilson,
Chatham, completing his legal studies with th&
firm of Moss, Hoyles & Aylsworth, of Toronto.
After obtaining the degree of barrister and
solicitor he formed a partnership with Robinson, Wilson & Rankin, afterward Wilson, Rankin & McKeough, and later Wilson, Rankin, McKeough & Kerr, which latter partnership was
Since that time Mr. Me· ·
dissolved in 1887.
Keough has been without a partner in
the legal profession. I n 1899 Mr. McKeough was elected city alderman, and in 1900
he was chairman of the board of works. Mr.
McKeough was the candidate in 1901 for mayor
of Chatham, but was defeated by a small majority. In 1902 he was again elected at alderman at the head of the polls, and in 1903 he was
elected as mayor of Chatham, and by the largest
majority ever given a candidate for the mayor-
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nlty in Chatham. In 1!)04 h1! wns re-<'lected
mayor by aeclamntinn .
In 18!)2 :\Ir. :\fcKrough mnrrit•d ~(ubcl Annie
Stewart, of Toronto, S<'<'CIJll] clau)!htrr of the late
Charles Etlw:ml !-;h'''':lrt. of Hamilton, Ont.,
who was a t one tim<.' propril'tor of the Drantford
Expositor, the Ilnmilton Tim rs nnd the Ottawa
Post.
:\frs. ~IcKeough is a great-granddaughter of
lion. ~\Iennd<' r Grant, one of the five m<'muers
of the Exccuti\'e Council of Upper Canatla, appointt•tl in 1702, and who, as senior member
thereof, was Go\'ernor of the Pro,·ince and opened the Pro\'iucial Parliament in 1806. ~(r. and
~frs. :\lcKeough ha,·c two sons, ""illiam Stewart
and G1'0rgt• Grnnt. Tht·ir hnndsome Colonial
home, "Rnthhealty,'_' is charmingly situated on
the banks of the r i\'cr Thames in Chatham.
ALICE ~L\t:DE )(CKEOt:Gll. the only daughter
of William and Dets<'y Ann )[cKeough, was edueated at pri\'ate schools in Chatham and at )!iss
Xixon 's in Toronto. She r<'mains with her
mother.
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CAPT. ER:\EST S. \VIGLE, B.A., barristerat-law at Windsor, Ont., is descended from one
of the old and substantial families of the County
of E ssex. lie is the youngest son of Sololll<'ll
Wigle, a grandson of J obn Wigle, and a great~randson of John \\'". Wigle, a well known
United Empire Loyalist.
Capt. Wigle was born l\farch 5, 1859, on the
old Wigle homestead, Lot 3, Concession 1, Oosfield township, where he grew to manhood. At
the age of seventeen he entered Galt Collegiate
I nstitute, Galt, and in 1880 he matriculated with
honors in the Toronto University, where he continued his literary studies until 1884, when he
received the D.A. degree. F ollowing this Mr.
Wigle be~an the study of law with White &
Ellis, at ·windsor, and in 1887 he was called to
the Bar. That same year be formed a partnership with Oscar E. Fleming, and in 1895 Mr.
J. H. Rodd was admitted to the firm, the styl~
th<'n becoming Fleming, Wigle & ltodd. l\'lr.
Wigle has always taken a deep interest in politics, as a Conservative, and bas been a member
of the board of education of Windsor, being
chairman thereof in 1900. During campaigns he
is one of the most active workers, and is an eloquent speaker.
1\fr. Wigle owns landed property in Gosfield
township, County of E ssex, near the old homestead, and naturally takes an interest in the af-

fairs of that township, as well as those of the
whole county. He does not conduct his farm
personally, his time being absorbed by his law
practice, but he is much interested in agricul.
tural matters.
In 1885 Capt. Wigle was married to Miss
.Alice l\L llirons, daughter of the late W. B.
and Margaret (Clinton) Hirons, the former a
prominent business man of his day. Six children have been born to l\Ir. and 1\frs. Wigle:
Esther .Margaret, Gerald, l\Iary, Leila, Douglas
St. J ohn and Clinton Ernest. The family are
all members of the Church of England.
Fraternally Mr. Wigle is a Mason, being a
past master of Windsor Lodge, and past district
deputy grand master of the Erie District, No. 1,
and for su years has been member of Grand
Lodge. He is also a member of the A. 0 . U. W.,
and captain of No. 1 Company, Essex Fusiliers.
In addition to his other diversions Capt. Wigle
is very fond of all outdoor sports, and he lends
his influence toward advancing them in every
way. He is genial, enterprising, public-spirited,
an excellent lawyer, a good business man, and
a pleasant gentleman, and enjoys the friendship of many throughout the county.
PETER A. DEWAR, l\lD. The City of
Windsor has been favored in many ways, by
both nature and circumstances, and perhaps in
no direction more notably than in the location
there of men of high professional attainments.
One of these is found in Dr. Peter A. Dewar,
one of the leading physicians and surgeons of
western Ontario, who has descended from a long
line of intelligent and sturdy Scotch ancestry.
Dr. Dewar was born in the County of Lambton, Ont., Sept. 4, 1859, of Scottish parentage,
and was educated in the public schools of his
native place and at Sarnia. In 1881 he entered
upon the study of medicine, and in 1885 was
graduatRd from Trinity University with his degree. He entered upon practice at E ssex, in
partnership with Dr. Brien, ex-1\f.P., and remained there for eleven years, removing to
\Vindsor in 1896, since which time his name and
fame have continually become better known.
His skill is u nquestioned, and in everything
which goes to make a successful pract itioner Dr.
Dewar is fortunate. D is beautiful home, where
his well-appointed office is also located, is on
Ouellette avenue, and is one of the finest residences in Windsor. While in Essex the Doctor
served for two years as mayor of the place, and
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\vas for several years a member of the council.
lie is a man of public spirit and modern ideas,
and one of Windsor's first-class citizens.
In 1888 Dr. Dewat· was married to l\Iiss
Annie Nesbitt, daughter of N. K. Nesbitt, a lady
of accomplishments and many social graces. To
this union five daughters have been born: Grace,
Agnes, llelen, Florence and Catherine. The religious connect:on of the family is with the Presbyterian Church.
Dr. Dewar is well known in fraternal life and
is interested in the branches of the Masonic fraternity, the A.O.U.W., the I.O.O.F., the C.O.F.,
and St. Andrew 's Society, of which latter he is
president. Politically be is identified with the
Reform party, and takes pride in declaring himself a Scotchman, a Grit and a Presbyterian.
GEORGE CATHERWOD, councillor, and
one of the representative farmers of Colchester
South, was born in Albion township, County of
P eel, Ont., Feb. 17, 1862, son of Andrew and
Elizabeth (Bryant) Catherwod.
Andrew Catherwod was born in Ireland, and
was but eight years of age when brought by his
parents to Canada. They located first in Toronto township, County of York, Ont., where the
father took up land. There Andrew grew to
·maturity, and when he started out for himself,
he took a f arm in Albion t3wnship, County of
Peel. Later he moved to Chinguacousy township, where he became the owner of 100 acres
of wild land. This he cleared, and on it Ite made
his home for twenty-five years. He then removed to a farm near Hamilton, Ont., and there
lived until his death, in 1886, when be was aged
seventy-two years. His widow, Elizabeth
Bryant, also a native of Ireland, lives near Hagersville, Ont., at the age of seventy-six. She belongs to the English Church. To Andrew and
Elizabeth (Bryant) Catherwod were born the
following children: Thomas, a blacksmith at
Grand Forlts, North Dakota; Joseph, in the lumber business in Bay City, Michigan, where he is
married and has a family; George; James, a
farm~r in :Manitoba, where he has a family;
Andrew, John II. and Sheldon, unmarried, and
farming in l\Ianitoba; and Albert, unmarried,
a farmer in British Columbia.
George Catherwod was ten years of age when
he accompanied his parents on their removal
from Albion township to Chinguacousy, where
he remained until he was sixteen, receiving a
good common school education. At that age,
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however, he began his business career and, coming to the County of Essex, he worked for :Mr.
Watt at Essex Centre. for nine years. In 1887
he had accumulated suffici~nt of this world's
goods to enable him to purchase from John
Thomas his present excellent farm of 120 acres,
Lot 10, Concession 4. Only a portion of this was
cleared, but he went to work and soon developed
the property into one of the best farms in the
county, and erected all the buildings now
standing.
On April 15, 1883, in Colchester North, :Mr.
Catherwod married 1\Iargaret Bailey, and they
have the following family: Andrew, Bella, Lura
1\Iay, Rockwell, Harold, and H enry ~eil. In
polities ;M:r. Catherwod is a Conservative, and
for the past five years he has served his constituents in the township council, and bas displayed excellent judgment in deciding upon matters brought before that body. Industrious,
energetic and thrifty, Mr. Catherwod is one of
the most prosperous general farmers of the
township, and has a number of warm friends.
BURWELL W. WIGLE, a member of one of
the oldest and most prominent families of this
part of the County of Essex, is an enterprising
farmer here, and one of the leading men and
substantial citizens of Gosfield township, which
he is serving as councillor. The Wigle family
is a large and influential one.
Henry Wigle, father of Burwell W., was the
eighth child of Wendel Wigle, and was born
April 1, 1818, on the homestead farm which is
now the property of Zacharias Wigle. He was
about five years old when the family moved to
Cedar Creek, where he grew to manhood. When
he started out for himself, his father gave him
all of Lot 10, Concession 2, of which only about .
five acres had been cleared. H e took possession
of a small log house on the property, and lived
there during the hard work incident to the
clearing of this large body of land. In the
course of time as the family increased, more room ·
was needed, and he enlarged the bouse, but in
1854 he erected the large brick residence which
still stands on the place, although its builder has
long passed away. In 1858 he sold that farm,
at which time he bad succeeded in clearing about
100 acres. H e then bought the Gerty farm, located on Lot 256, in Concession 4, which be gave
to his son, Albert, a few years later, and r eturned to the old farm, which is no\v included in
the present village of Ruthven. He was a man

• I

)

~

=

..=

"

P.

u

-~

1) .:
~

i

I

:.

·~~,
I

I

~

,... .. !o ·
.I

jl

I
~.

•~

.'. =

..z
jj
)

~

iJ
...
l

..
H·

..
58

.

I

.
'

•

\

I

1

I
I

I.
I .

I

'

..

, ·....
~

CO~Dl.E~IOTL\ T IVE

BIOGR.\PIIJCAL RECORD.

of p ro~n~siw ilh•ns, nml much of the rapid
growth of the hnrul<'t. was imw<:tlinh·ly due to
his rnterprise. lie l'llcou n.•~··tl tlw l'slablishment
of the woolen mill. and laiu out villa~e lots, and
mllllc tlll'lll uttr:wti\'('. In assm:intion with h is
cltlt~st LrotiH·r, ,J ohn \\"iJ..dl', he stnrll•<l a sawmill, which was t hl' first busi nrs!'l entl'rprise at
Huthwn. l ie wn'l itlrntilird with all the cducationnl antl mornl mo,·emcnts in this localit y,
and was liberal with money antl tillle, while his
ad,·icc was alwAy:-~ to he rdi,•c.l u(Xln in practical
matt<·t-s. lie was ~ fa ithful m••mbcr of the
Ch ut·ch of E n;:.:lan1l, and did nnwh to found it
and support it h••n•. Aftt'r ll Jon):! nnd u seful
lif,• ~l r. \\'i~le tl icu April 12, 18i4.
.
llr nry \\'i~le was twire marrird (first) in
I>l'troit. Ort. 5, 1 -10, to Sarah, daughter of Matthew and Dcboruh ( Wright) ~IcCormick, of Colcht•ster, who d ied April 14, 1868. His second
marriaj::e occurrctl ut Wiudsor, ~lay 10,
18G!J, to Elizabeth ~[cCormick, daughter
of Alexander and Mary (Lidwell) l\lcCorShe still survives,
mirk. of Colchester.
anti rt•sideR with our subj E.'Ct. )fr. Wigle's
children W(•re all born to his first union, and
were as follows: Lucctta Deborah, born Oct. 24,
1841, is the widow of ~Iartin )loore, and resides
at H annibal, :\[issouri; ) [ary Ann, born Nov. 7,
1843, is the wife of James l\loore, of Odanah,
\\~isconsin; Francis Arthur, born June 2, 1845,
now the popular postmaster at Ruthven, marr ied J ane '\'balry ; Albert Henry, born May 15,
1848, is a farmer of Cosfield North, and married
Sarah Loundsbu ry, now deceased; Cordelia
SArah, born July 15, 1850, married William S.
Wilder , of Kansas City, ~Iissouri, and both died
in 1904, just six days apart; Cornelius Matthew,
born Aug. 19, 18:>2, is a farmer of Gosfield North,
and married to Mary Cook; and Burwell Wendel
was born l\'ov. 22, 1855. ·
Burwell W. Wigle is the youngest of his parents ' family. He was born on Lot 10, Concession 2, and was reared and educated in Gosfield ..
At the t ime of his father 's decease, he was eighteen y ears of age, and was engaged in farming
independently. H e later entered the employ
of William Fulmer, a merchant of Ruthven, and
after h e had learned the business he purchased
a mercantile stock for h imself, and for three
years he carried on merchandisin g for himself
in his native villAge. In April, 1886, he bought
fifty acres of land in Lots 11 and 12, Concession
2, and has continued to improve this property
ever since, devoting h is entire time to general

fal'lning nnd the ~rowing of tobacco and fruit,
making a spt>cialty of the latter industry. His
land is well adapted to horticulture, and he has
b<'t'll vrry successful.
On Aug. 2!>, 1878, 1\Ir. Wigle was united in
marriage with Ella D. McCormick, daughter of
Thomas L. and Jane (Rudes) McCormick, and
they have had the following children: Roy Adelbert, born June 10, 1879, died Jan. 20, 1881 ;
Erie Alberta; Vera Elficda; Cora May; and
Laura :\[argcry. Mr. Wigle and family belong
to the Episcopal Church, in which he is serving
as senior warden. P olitically he is a Conservative, and for the past four years he h as served
most efficiently as township councillor. Durin g
a period of nine years he served as school trustee, and he has been much interested in the cause
of public education. Fraternally he is prominent in the I. 0 . 0. F ., belonging to the Beaver
Lodge, of Ruthven. lie is a chai'ter member of
the Encampment and the Hebekahs, h as been
through all the chairs, and for the p ast twelve
years has been treasurer in the I.O.O.F. lie also
belongs to the Order of Woodmen. IIis father
was a Mason, a :Masonic Lodge started h ere being
the first secret organization in this part of
Ontario.
CAPT. JEREMI AH 0 'CONNOR was foi'
many years a prominent member of the legal
fraternity of Windsor, and in h is death, \vhich
occurred in 1883, that city lost one of her best
known citizens. He was mourned for his personal qu~lities as much as for h is worth to the
community, being a man of genial disposition,
who made and r etained friends wherever he
went, and nowhere was this characteristic good
nature more in eviden ce than in the home circle.
Capt. 0 'Connor was a native of the County
of Essex, born in Maidstone township, Aug. 1,
1838. After receiving his preparatory education
h e attended Assumption College, at Sandwich,
and St. Michael's College, Toronto, from which
latter be was graduated. Having decided upon
the law as his profession, he commenced special
preparation for his work with h is brother, J ohn
O 'Connor, who at one time was postmastergeneral of Canada. {Further mention of the
0 'Connor family will be found in the sketch of .
J . Edwat:d O 'Connor.]
After completing hisleg-al studies h e formed a partnership with Sol.
White which continued for many years, and in
the fire which destroyed their office Capt. 0 'Con-
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nor came near losing his life in an attempt to
save valuable papers. He became prominent as
a successful lawyer, and active as a leading
public man of his day, serving several years as
a member of the city council and also as a member of the board of education, and in 1873 he
was the candidate of his party-the Conservative- for Parliamentary honors, against William McGregor, the Liberal candidate.
The
latter was elected, but Capt. 0 'Connor's popu. larity was attested by the large number of votes
he polled in a district politically adverse to his
principles. He showed his loyalty to the government by going out in its service at the time of
the Fenian Raid, as captain of the Windsor company, and he rendered efficient service in that
capacity.
In 1869 Capt. O'Connor was united in marriage with Miss Eleanor M. Jacob, a descendant
of an old English family, founded in the County
of Essex by her great-grandfather, George
Jacob, a native of England, who settled in Sandwich at an early day and became a large land
owner in the Counties of Essex and Kent. He
died in Sandwich and was buried in St. J obn 's
cemetery. The maiden name of his wife is not
known, but it is known that they had the following children: George, John (who settled in
Kent), Phyllis, Monique and Isabella.
George Jacob, grandfather of :Mrs. O'Connor,
was born in the County of. Essex, and in time
settled in the township of Raleigh, County of
Kent, in which county he was one of the largest
land holders. He was prominent in public affairs, serving as magistrate of his township for
some time, and as a member of t he county council. He was a man of fine mind and literary
attainments, and possessed a library of choice
volumes. He married Eleanor Grant, daughter
of the Hon. Commodore Alexander Grant, who
in 1774 married 'l'hrese Barthe. George and
Eleanor (Grant) Jacob had two children,
George Alexander and 11Iary Archange.
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nor; Grant, deceased; Theresa; and l\Iary, of
Sarnia. '!'he mother of this family is still living,
and makes her home with .~Irs. 0 'Connor.
l\1rs. 0 'Connor was born in 1846, in Raleigh
township, County of Kent, and was educated in
the Ursuline Convent at Chatham, having the
honor of being the first graduate of the institution, ·where she completed her course in 1865.
Of the children born to her union with Capt.
O'Connor two grew to maturity, both of whom
are still unmarried. Arthur Barthe is by profession a lawyer, but is now in business in Detroit; Marie Aileen is living with her mother in
the family home at No. 156 Ouellette avenue,
Windsor. In 1880 l\Irs. 0 'Connor was appointed chief of the registry department of the Windsor post office, and she has ably filled that position ever since-a period of over twenty years.
She and her family hold membership in the
Catholic Church, to which faith the Captain also

adhered.

·

ADOLPHUS H. WOODBRIDGE, one of the
members of the county council of the Count y
of Essex, is one of Kingsville's most representative and highly esteemed citizens.
Adolphus Woodbridge, father o£ Adolphus
II., was born in Pennsylvania. He removed at
an early day to Ohio, residing at Wooster and
at Sandusky, at the latter city learning the
tailor's trade. In 1831 he married Julia Ray,
and they came to the County of Essex, settling
on an acre of land, a part of the Peter Scratch
property. l\Ir. woodbridge opened a country
store, and continued to work also at his trade.
His latter days were passed with his son William, in Colchester, at whose house he died in
September, 1881, aged seventy-six years, his
wife having passed away in November, 1867,
aged sixty-five years. To them were born these ·
children: Theodore, born at Sandusky, Ohio,
married Harriet Gilbert, and lived and died in
Michigan. William, born at Sandusky, engaged
George Alexander Jacob, father of Mrs. in farming and died in Colchester; he married
0 'Connor. was born in 1824, in Raleigh town(first) l\Irs. Charles Brush, and (second) Hanship, CoU:nty of Kent, where he at one time nah Aikman. Caroline married Thomas Marowned much landed property. During the Civil tin, of Colchester South, where she now resides.
War in the United States he joined the 1st l\lichi- . Elizabeth is the widow of Jeremiah Lockhart,
gan Cavalry, and he was killed in the battle of of Amherstburg. . Susan died unmarried.
the Wilderness. On June 29, 1844, he married Adolphus H. is the subject proper of this sketch.
Emilie Labadie, who .was born in what is now John died in Windsor.
Walkerville, in 1826, daughter of Charles and
Adolphus H. Woodbridge was born July 29,
Veronique (Bartheume) Labadie, and they had 1839, in Gosfield township, of which he is so
four children, namely: Eleanor 1\L, Mrs. 0 'Con- honored and esteemed a citizen. His education

,.
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- ---· ------ - ---~-------------------was comph:tt•tl in the• villa~e s!'!lllols by the time and a member of the Quarterly Board. As an
he wns sixtct•n p •ars oltl, when he w<'nt to Kings- usher of the church he is a very familiar figure
viii<', nntl tht•t'l' lt•anwJ the !;ho~making trade, to the ntt<'n<lants at this house of worship. H e
lat<•r following the sam(' at ,\lbt't't-rille-thcn a is a man who is held in universal esteem, and
stirring littlt• villagt'. Lall'r he rt·move<l to one who tak<'s a very prominent part in all that
concerns the material and spiritual welfare of
Kin~s\'ill t•, tlllll t•tmtintll•tl to fullow his trade
thE're. Pt·ior to this he had purchasc•J a tract his fellow-citizens.
of forty-fi\'t' at·rt•s o f land in J,ot 4, Conces.<>ion
IIIRAl\I A. WALKER, who now lives re1, and whilt! still workin~ nt his trade, bE'gan
tired
from active busines.<;, is one of the most
farming tht:rt•, l'rt•<·tin~ all t lte huildin~s now
shuttlill!!- In l ~~:l he huilt his fine brick resi- esteemed citizens of \\.alkerville. lie was the
dE'ncr, <mE' o£ the most attractive homes of this first mayor of that thriving town, and has been
prominently identified with the growth and d el<X'nlity.
Ewr siHCt' manhood .:\Ir. \Yondbritlge has velopment of this section of the County of Essex,
tak••n nn intdli:;ent iHt<>rcst in all matters of and of the town which bears the family name.
public iut~rcst. und has devoted close attention lie comes of a long line of honorable New Engto tht• wautll of his mm st•ction. In municipal land ancestors, Obadiah Walker, his great-greatmatlt'rs lw hllll Nhown so much good judgment grandfather, having been born in Massachusetts
and wist: discn•tirm that his official life has prior to the Revolution.. lie was succeeded by
bcc·n of considt•rable duration. For four years his son Benjamin, who farmed his home estate
he sl'rv<'d as ret•ve of the township, and he is and r eared a family in h!s native State. Ilis son
now ser•ing his S<'eond year as a Yalued member Willis, grandfather of lliram A., succeeded his
of the county council. Politically he is identi- father, married Ruth Buffum, also a member of
fi<'d with the Reform party. Socially and fra- an old family, reared a family, and died one of
ternally he is connected with the I. 0. 0. F., the most respected men of his community. llis
and the Foresters, and is a charter member of chlldren were as f ollows: Eunice; Chandler,
the Order of Workmen, all of Kingsville.
father of Hiram A.; Iliram, the founder of the
In 1861 ~[r. Woodbridge married, in Malden great firm of Hiram Walker & Sons, Limited;
township, )lis.q Amt>lia ::\lickle. They have had and Julia. All the members of this family died
th<'NC childr<>n: Theodore, born June 1, 1862, in Massachusetts except Hiram, who established
died at the age of fourteen years; Minnie, born the family in Ontarjo.
1\Iay 10, 1864, married Howard Scratch, of
Chandler Walker was born in 1814, in MassaKingsville, and they have five children, Ray, chusetts, led an agricultural life, and died there
Faith, Hattie, Edith and Ettie~ Angus, born in 1897. He married :Mary Southwick, who was
July 26, 18G6, is a trusted employe of a Detroit also born in the llay State, and died at the age
busines.~ house; Carrie, born July 2, 1868, marof eighty years. To Chandler Walker and his
ried Edward llaulslnugh, of Walkerville, and wife were born five children, as follows: Sarah,
they have one dau!_!hter, Florence Genett, born who married a Mr. Richardson, of Massachu)fay 26, 1898 ; William, born Aug. 8, 1871, is setts; Ruth, who married WHliam C. Bagley, of
the farmer on the home ·place ; John, born May Detroit; Hiram A., our subject; H enry A., a re26, 187-1, and now conducting a machine shop in sident of Walkerville; and C,M., of Walkerville.
Detroit, married Dora Granagher, and they have
Tiiram A. ·walker was born in Massachusetts,
two daughters, Ellan and Florence Amelia; but has spent the greater part of his life in
Walter and Arthur, (twins) born Jan. 24, 1876, Walkerville. Ilis birth occurred July 11, 1840.
the former is now in his second year at the De- In his native State he learned the machinist's
troit Dental College, and the latter is employed trade, and followed the same for a short time
in the Page Wire F ence Company, of Walker- prior to coming to Ontario, in 1864. He became
ville; Fred, born March 16, 1878, is a dentist in associated with his namesake uncle in the refinD etroit, Michigan; and Ernest, born July 12, ing department of his great distillery, and very
soon, because of his knowledge of mechanics,
1882, is employed at St. Louis, Missouri.
1\Ir. Woodbridge and family belong to the was promoted to the posit ion of superintendent
Methodist Church, and he has served many years of the machinery department, f or which no one
as superintendent of the Sunday-school, still could have been better qualified. Mr. Walker
acting as assistant. lie is one of the trustees continued as superintendent of this department
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until 1895, when he withdrew from the firm.
. During the three succeeding years he engaged
in a paint and wall-paper business in Detroit,
later selling the same and retiring from active
business interests, having spent a long and honorable life in business and gained the respect of ·
all who knew him. In 1892 he built his beautiful brick residence on Sandwich street, Walkerville, which is one of the finest homes in the
place.
Mr. Walker has been twice married. llis
first union, which was solemnized in 1862, in
h!s native State, was to Maria Ollis, daughter of
Luke Ollis, natives of Massachusetts. Three
children were born to this union, viz.: Emma,
wife of Henry J . Herber t, of Detroit, has one
daughter, Marion; Hiram Chandler married
Annie Reid, of Bothwell, and they have one son,
Chandler; Henry died in infancy. The mother
of these children died in 1875. 1\fr. Walker was
married in 1876 to Emelie M. Yates, who was
born in Massachusetts, daughter of Norris Yates,
and two children have . come to this marriage:
Jonnie, who died in infancy, and Fred, who is a
member of the class of 1904, at the Detroit Business College.
Mr. Walker has the honor of having served
as the first mayor of Walkerville~ taking the
chair in May, 1890, at the time of the forming
of the corporation. He has served on the town
council at various times, and is a valued and
public-spirited citizen. · He has made Walkerville his permanent home, having large business
and property interests here, and takes pleasure
in promoting its progress and advancement.
With his family he belongs to the Methodist
Church. F'raternally he belongs to the orders of
A.O.U.W. and the Royal Arcanum. Politically
he is identified with the Conservative party.
HIRAM WALKER, who passed away Jan.
12, 1899, was a native of East Douglass, Massachusetts, born J uly 4, 1816. In 1838.he went to
Detroit, and engaged in the grocery business,
and in 1858 he came to Walkerville, County of
Essex, Ont., where, in a smalL way, he commenced the distilling business. As time passed
he was joined in that business by his three sons,
and the partnership was known as Hiram Walker & Sons until 1890, when the concern was incorporated as Hiram Walker & Sons, Limited.
Hiram Walker, however, did not confine his
attention to the distilling business. He engaged
in numerous other enterprises in the neighbor-
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hood, notably the Lake Erie & Detroit River
Railway, and he was a large land owner in E~
sex and the adjoining county. Either persorlally, or in conjunction with his sons, he assisted
in starting several new industries in \Valkerville, including a brewery, a furniture factory,
a malleable iron works, an engine works, a
basket factory and a wagon works. He also did
much to encourage good farming and stockraising in this vicinity.
WIGLE. The prominent and numerous
family of this name in the County of Essex,
Ont., is descended from J ohn Wendel Wigle,
who was born in Germany in the year 1753.
Being left an orphan at an early age, he was
obliged to shift for himself, and was a mere
boy when he made his way to the seacoast, where,
having neither means nor friends, he hid himself
on board a sailing vessel 'vhich was about to
leave for America. He was discovered after the
ship sailed by the captain, who proved himself
a most cruel man, and immediately upon arrival
in America bound young Wigle out to service
for seven years, it is said, to pay for his passage.
To what trade he was apprenticed during this
time is not definitely known, but as his occupation in later life was weaving, it is most probable that his knowledge of the business was
acquired during that period.
At the age of twenty-one years John ·wendel
Wigle made his home at York, Pennsylvania,
where in 1776 he was married to Julianna Romer. He did not bear arms in the Revolution,
though he was undoubtedly a British sympathizer, as we find that he decided to leave soon after
the war closed. In 1786, along with a number
of other families, he and his family started for
Canada, making the journey to Detroit through
Ohio, with pack-horses, driving their cattle before them. 'l'hey spent several years near
Detroit, probably on Grosse Ile, as the government had not yet acquired the land from the
Indians, but about 1792, when government
grants were thrown open to settlers, John W.
Wigle and his family settled in Gosfield township, County of Essex, on Lot 6, Eastern Division. Here he passed the remainder of his life,
dying in the home he established there, and he
was buried in Lot 6, as is also his wife, who
passed away in Mar, 1824. In spite of the hardships and trials they had to contend with in
making a home in the wilderness, the~e good
people prospered, and John Wendel Wigle
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nr.quired possession of some 3,000 acres before
he tlied. Thus he was able to leave his children
in comfortable circUiustnnres, and as his family
was a large one he hnd ample use for his numerous acrl'S.
We ha\"C the followin~ r<>cord of the eleven
children horn to this piom•cr couple: John, born
in 1\•nnsyh·nnia, D<>c. ~1. li78, died in Gosfield
Jan. ~8, 1871; he married Susanna Scratch, and
they had a family of fifteen children. Wendel,
horn in Pennsyl\"anin, Dec. 17, 1781, married
Isabella Scratch, and died April 6, 1860. Kate,
born in Pt•nn!'iyh·ania, married Th('odore 1\Ialott,
who sctt!Pd on Lot 13, in Gosfield, East Division..
Eli1.11L<>th. bom in Pennsylvania, became _the
wift• of )[ichael Fox. Julianna, born in Colcht•st<>r April 4, 1789, married George Fox, and
died on Pclee Island J uly 3, 1879. Josrph, born
)[arch 22, 1792, died July 2:l, 186-l ; he married
Euphl•nia )Iillt>r, nnd they had eleven children
(lh<'Y w<·t·e the grn udpar('nts of \YB1iam R.
\\'i~l<'. who is mrntiont"d elsewhere.)
l\fary,
born in C:osfi<>ld June 29, 1793, married Peter
Scratch. Mtd died June 3, 1872. Sarah, born
in Gosfil•ld Aug. 26, 1798, married Solomon
Shepley, and had ei~ht chil<lren. ~faudlin married Jacob Fox, and had seven children. Christopher married :Mary Wilkinson. Michael married
Julianna Toffil•mirc, and, for his second wife,
Prudence Chapman.
Wendel \\'igle, second son of John W. Wigle,
was a boy when the family came to Gosfield,
grew np on the homestead, and was thoroughly
trained to the work of farming as it was in those
days. \Yheo he concluded to start for himself,
at the age of about twenty years, his father
gave him the 200-acre farm now owned by
Zncharias Wigle, lying in Lot 10, 3rd Concession, East Division in the township of Gosfield,
and he made the first clearing and erected the
first buildings on that tract. lie made his home
there for a period of seventeen years, at the end
of that time turning the place over to his son
. John W., and in ~[arch, 1823, moving to Cedar
Creek, \Vhere he purchased 200 acres in Lots 11
and 12. lie erected a dwelling on the front of
Lot 11, and again began at the beginning, clearing the land from its primitive condition into a
fine farm. By hard work and economy he wrested success from the wilderness, and added to his
original possessions until he owned some 2,200
acres, which at thE> present time would represent
a large fortune. Mr. Wigle died April 6, 1860,
at the home of his son Theodore, aged seventy-

nine years, and his wife, Isabella (Scratch),
passed away :May 21, 1848, at the age of sixty.
They were members and regular attendants of
the Methodist Church. To this couple came a
large family, viz.: John W., born July 12, 1806,
married Salome Fox. Elizabeth, born Nov. 8,
1807, marr ied Joseph Gilboe. Peter, born April
14, 1809, died Aug. 21, 1878; he married Mary
Jane Girty. Joseph, born J an. 19, 1811, died
April 26, 1835; he married Jane Davis, but
they had no children. Julianna, born Nov. 26,
1812, married John C. Fox. Leonard, born
Nov. 27, 1814, is mentioned below. Michael,
born June 14, 1816, married Demarius Girty.
Henry, born April 1, 1818, died Aprill2, 1874;
be married (first) Sarah McCormick, and (second) Elizabeth McCormick, and was the father
of Burwell W. Wigle, who is mentioned elsewhere. Susanna, born Sept. 13, 1819, married
Thomas Conklin (they were the parents of David
Conklin, who is mentioned elsewhere). Theodore, born June 19, 1821,· was the father of
Atkinson Wigle, who is mentioned elsewhere; he
was three times married, to Barbara McKenzie,
:Margaret Kennedy and 1\Irs. Rosamond Baker.
Jacob, born July 12, 1823,· is mentioned below.
Mary, born Oct. 24, 1825, married William McCain. Daniel, born Jan. 5, 1828, married for
his first wife Jane Augustin, and, for his second
wife, Emma Gillett. Simon, born April1, 1830,
was twice married, first, to J ane McCain, and
second, to Maggie Mains. David, born May 29,
1832, died in 1862, in San Francisco.
Leonard Wigle, son of Wen del, and father
of Philip Wigle, a well-known farmer of the
township of Gosfield South, was born Nov. 27,
1814, on the old homestead which is at present
known as the Horatio Wigle farm. He grew
to manhood on his father's farm at Cedar Creek,
and adopted his father's calling. When he began farming on his own account, he received Lot
II, in the 2nd Concession, from his mother, and
Grandfather Bruner gave him Lot 16 in the 1st
Concession. lie first came into possession of
Lot G from his father; he had 500 acres in one
block, these farms being separated only by a road
which was laid out after they came into his
hands. In addition he bought a tract of seventyfive acres in Lot 15. His land was perfectly
wild when it came into his ownership, and he
had to cut a road through to the lake shore. In
his active years he accomplished much in the
way of clearing, for he was an energetic, enterprising man, but a large part of the land was
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. brought under cultivation by his sons. His
first dwelling ~vas a log house which l1e built
on the east bank of Wigle cr eek, and he and his
family occupied that place until 1856, when he
put up a frame house across the creek, near the
house now owned by Geo1·ge Coghill. In later
years he built the brick house on the south side
()f the road, on t11e tract which he had purchased
in !.Jot 15, and there he was living at the time
of his death, ·which occurred Oct. 4, 1896. lie
attained the ripe age of nearly eighty-two years.
l\fr. Wigle was one of the most successiul men
of his day, and was regarded as an intelligent,
useful citizen in every way. lie took a leading
part in the work of the Methodist Church, in
which he held membership.
Leonard \Vigle was three times married, his
first wife being Ann Bnmer, by whom he had
the .following named children: Lovina, who is
the widow of Robert Allen, of Gosfield South;
P hilip, who is mentioned below; Jon as, a resident of Kingsville; l\Tary, wife of Jacob Eede,
a prosperous farmer of Colchester South (he is
mentioned elsewhere) ; Isabella, wife of John II.
Nelson, of Kingsville; and D. L., a hardware
merchant of ·windsor.
· For his second wife Leonard Wigle married
Nancy Fox, and to this union were born: Sarah,
wife of Thomas Floyde, of Colchester South ;
Julia, wife of Solon Nelson, a farmer of Gosfield township; Elizabeth, who died when three
years old; Sylvanus, who died wl1en one year
old; Delilah, wife of Charles Moore; JJucinda,
who died at the age of nine years; and Orlando,
a farmer of the township of Gosfield South,
who married l\1iss Georgina Wright. Leonard
Wigle's third wife was Mary Wright, by whom
he had four children: Alice, wife of George Cog.
hill; Edith, who died ·when nine years old;
Sidney, who died when one year old; anu Linnie,
wife of Norman Iler.
PJIJLIP WIGLE was born Feb. 14, 1838, in the
log house on Lot G, and the·re passed his youth
and early manhood. His chances for education
were somewhat limited, the nearest school being
some distance from his home, but what he lacked
in literary training he more than made up for
in experience of a practical nature, for he assisted with the work at home from an early age.
·when twenty-two years old he was given the
~ast half of Lot II, comprising 100 acres, and
at once located t1;.ere, building a log house at
first and later a: f rame one. He had had plenty
of experience in t he work of clearing while help-

ing his father, and he set diligently to work
clearing up his own land, which in time yielded
him a good income. As he prospered he added
to his acreage, buying 103 acres in Lots 9, 10
and 11, 1st Concession, directly south of his
other property. In 1890 he erected a fine brick
dwelling on this tract, and within the next three
years put up other buildings, his son, Orra C.,
taking the old home place, upon which he has
recently put up a commodious brick house. \Vith
the assistance of his brother Jonas, Philip Wigle
cut a mile of the 2nd Concession road. :Mr.
'Wigle is not only one of the most prosperous
farmers of the township, but likewise one of the
most respected, and in his long and useful life
he has worthily upheld the name of the honored
old family to which he belongs. l\1r. Wigle has
not been particularly active in ·public affairs,
though for a period of twelve years he was one
of the trustees of school section No. 10, and in
1S9-:l he served as townsh~p councillor. His political sympathies are with the Liberal party. He
has been quite prominent in the w_ork of the
l\Iethodist Church, having served as steward fqr
twenty-five years.
On l\Iarch 28, 1866, J\fr. Wigle was united in
marriage with Hannah Wright, daughter of
Peter Wright, and five children have blessed
this union, namely: J_;ambert P., a farmer of the
township of Gosfield South, married Miss Jennie
Granger. On·a C., who is on the old home place,
married Laura Bockwell, and they have h ad two
children, Garth and Artemus. Annie is the
wife of Robert Leeming, a farmer of Gosfield
South, ·who is: at present a member of the township council (he is mentioned elsewhere). Artemus was drowned at Cedar Creek when twentyfive years old.. Lucinda was engaged for several
years as a school teacher, but she is now at home.
N"o family in the township occupied a higher
place in the esteem of the citizens in general
than that of Philip Wigle.
Jacob Wigle, the eleventh child of Wendel
Wigle, was born July 12, 1823, at Cedar Creek,
at the home on Lot 11, where he grew to manhood. During his boyhood there were no government schools, and a teacher was hired only when
there were enough patrons to warrant the expense, each pupil being taxed a stated sum.
'l'hus it will be seen that his studies, such as they
were, were pursued with little or no regularity.
Dut it was not so with work. From early boyhood he was thoroughly trained to such work as
t here was to be done on a pioneer farm, where
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the tasks ·were heavy and modern appliances for
the lightening of labor were unknown. In 1844,
when twenty-one years old, he began for himself on the north end of Lot 13, this tract of
100 acres being partly cleared when it came
into his possession.
However, he cleared a
space for the log house which he erected a short
distance east of the brick dwelling, ·which now
adorns the place, and ·which was put up in 1859.
Jacob Wigle completed the work of clearing and
carried on fanning sncccssfully until his retire·
ment, at one time owning and conducting a:;:
much as 550 acres besides his home place. He
was an enterprising man, up-to-date and intelli·
gent in all he undertook, and was always ready
to embark in any venture that seemed likely to
help the farmers. However, these enterprises
did not always prove :financially successful, as,
for inst ance, the Farmers' \Voolen Company,
and the sailing vessel built by a company for
carrying farm produce. For several years he
was a member of the Kingsville Gas Company,
which was a paying investment. In politics Mr.
'Vigle is a Reformer, and for one year served
as township councillor. In religious matters he
has been prominently identified with the Methodist Church for the past sixty years, in fact it
was largely through his efforts that the church
was built in his neighborhood in 1877. He has
been steward and trustee for many years.
On April 13, 1886, Mr. Wigle left the home
place and moved to Kingsville, where he has
since lived in retirement, though, even now, at
the age of over eighty, he is fully equal to a
good day's work. l\fr. ·wigle has been twice
married, and by his first wife, Jane Chapman,
a native of Raleigh township, County of Kent,
he had childr~n as follows: Nellie, born Dec. 1,
1846, died when one month old. Theresa, born
in 1848, married (first) William Sanderson,
and (second) David Devitt, of Kingsville. Alfred, born in 1850, died when two months old.
Althea, born in 1852, is the wife of Lewis :Malott,
who is mentionE-d elsewhere. 1\:Iargaret Ellen,
born 1\farch 9, 1853, . is the wife of William
Vickars, who is mentioned elsewhere. Nelson,
born in 1855, is captain of a steamer and makes
his home at St. Catharines; he married Victoria
Toll. Mary Ann, born in 1857, is the wife of
Edward Cook, of Mersea township. Martha, born
in 1859, is the wife of Rev. William Godwin, of
Exeter, Ont.
Arthur Howard, bor n Dec. 29,
1861, married :Miss Ellen Nailor. Alvin, born
March 131 18631 resides on the homestead i he

married l\Iary IIindarsh, and they have two children: Gertrude, born Oct. 3, 1890, and Jacob,
born Oct. 22, 1893. ·
.Jacob Wigle married for his second wife Lucinda Iiickmott, of Prescott, Ont., and to this
union came four children: Gordon, born Aug. 2,
1865, married Eliza Askins. Addie, born March
4, 1867, married E. R. \Vigle, a hardware merchant of Ruthven, and they have two children.
Eliza Jane, born Aug, 26, 1870, is the wife of
David Lancaster, of Kingsville, and has one
child. Elva Edith, born l\Iay 19, 1872, is living
with her parents.
SOLO~IOi'-T WHITE, ex-member of the L egislature, and a prominent barr!ster of \Vindsor,
was born iri the County of Essex, where the family was founded prior to 1764. There John

White, the grandfather, was born. He grew to
manhood, and served with distinction as a loyal
subject of the King, in the war of the Revolution and that of 1812.
Joseph White, son of J ohn, the father of
Solomon, o£ Windsor, was born in the County of
Essex. He became a large land owner, and followed agri~ultural pursuits. His wife, Angelique Fortier, a daughter of Capt. Fortier, a
commandant in the war of 1812, and for some
t !me after, bore him six children, as follows:
Solomon; 'fhomas 13.; .Alexander, of Windsor;
Joseph, of Windsor; Christie, Mrs. P. Ramen,
and Eva, Mrs. E. J. Scully.
Solomon White, the eldest son of his parents,
gr ew to manhood and acquired. his primary education in his native township. He pursued
higher branches under private tuition in Amherstburg. In the meantime he studied law, and
in 1878 began practice, ever since following the·
profession at '\V'indsor, with eminent success. In
1878 he was brought prominently before the .people as a Parliamentary candidate, and was
elected to that dist!nguished body, in which he
served with signal distinction for a period of
fourteen years. In 1900, although again the
favored candidate of the Conservative party, he
was defeated by R. J . Sutherland, the Liberal
party being stronger. In 1890 he served efficiently as mayor of Windsor. l\Ir. White's offices are located on the second floor of the ·white
block, a substantial stone front structure, which
was built by l\Ir. White iu 1886.. The ground
floor is devoted to business purposes, the second
is used for offices, while the third offers most de-
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sirable quarters to the Business College of \rindsor.
Mr. vVhite takes great interest in a~riC'nltural matters, and has a fine farm of 500 a('r<"s.
beautifully located on the Detroit river about
three miles from \Vindsor. lie is ex-presidL•nt
of the agricultural society of his Riding. aud
also ex-president of the \Vindsor Driving Park
Assoeiation.
SEGER L. McKAY, proprietor of the leading hardware establishment of Kingsville, is onr
of the foremost men in business circks in this
town, and is now serving as its mayor. He was
born of the old family of that name in th<'
County of Oxford, son of John and ~fargaret
(Lakeman) McKay.
John McKay was born in Dornoch, Scotland,
in 1824, and as a boy of twelve years, came with
his parents to Canada, locating in the County of
Oxford, where he afterward made his hom~.
Settling at W oodstoek, he then enga~ecl in a
brokerage and express business, which he later
sold to the lion. James Sutherland. His d <'ath
occurred at Woodstock in 1875. In his politi('a}
views he was a Reformer, and in religious belief
a Baptist. His two children were Seger L.; anti
H . J., who resides at Windsor, and is the proprietor of the Monroe Improved Gold Cure.
Seger L. McKay was born at W ooJst()('k,
D ec. 26, 1866. At the age of fifteen he bl.'came
a clerk in the hardware store of JamC's l Iolrnf·s,
with whom he remained one year, and then took
a course in the Woodstock coll<'ge. Hr n~ain
took up clerking, and afterward attended the Detroit Business College for a period of six months.
At the age of nineteen years he beeaml.'
manager of the James Codville hard\\·are storr,
and continued in that capacity four years. In
1890, he came to Kingsville and pnrehaseJ the
. hardware business of D. L. Wigle & Co., since
which time he has conducted the l cad in~ hardware establishment of the town, carrying a <.'Om·
plete line of heavy and shelf hardware. He has
identified himself with other business int l.'~sts,
the most important being the Pelee Islan'l Oil
& Gas Company,·in which company he has serv<"d
as secretary and treasurer. In 1895, the banking
firm of McKay & J asperson was fonned, the
partnership continuing some two years, wh<"n
Mr. McKay disposed of his interests to hi51
partner. He was one of the organizers of the ·
Essex Oil & Gas Company, of Leamington, of
which he is secretary. He was the first presi5
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d··r1t uf th t~ 1\in:...-s,·illo? Bo;ml c•f Tracl•'. and wns
ser. ri"t ary and t ro•as ur(•t· ,,f tho' c\hl oq:an izntion.
In politi<·s lw is a ~taudt Coust·n·atiw. auol Jw~
sc·rn-•1 two Yl' [ll>s us mc·rnl"'r of thf' towu t•ntmeil
as wa ,·or, ;,ne Year as m•·Jalwr c,f the s1·hool
bnaJ·ol.'arhl two ):t•ars ns 1111<litor, whiJ,. h<• is now
lhf' mayor of 1\.ingsYillf', nn•l is ~iYin!.! tht• TH ~1pll!
a <"lo•an, horwst. husirH's.s :H.lministrat ion. ~oeially, :\TayM ::\feKay is n mC'mber of thf' ,\.O.U.\\·..
thp K. of T . ).[. an<l o f the Masonic onlrr, nnd
is past mast1•r of the lattrr loclg-P.
On .Juno! ~~. Hl!l:3, :\fr. :\TeKay marri(•d at
L<•amin.cton, Etlith E. \\'igle, a daughter-of lion.
Lt·wis Wigle, nnJ one child has bel'n born to
tlti~ union, :\[arjorie Ruth.

WILLL\:\[ H. JIELIJE:\[S, W(·ll known in
thl! newspaper aJH] printin~ world , and pr('SC'nt

propri(•tor of the King-s\'ille Reporter, of whieh
he is making a grnninr surrrss, is a native of the
villnge of Kdvin, County of ::'\orfolk, whC'rc he
was horn :\fay 15, 11-iiili, son of .Jol·l :\l. nnd
Elizab<'th ( H avl'ns) HPilt:>ms, of thl.' County of
Lincoln, and near Smith>i llt', Ont., r t'sprctil·l'ly,
both of good patriotic stock.
liC'nry Jicllems, his grandfathl'r, resided at
orw tinu~ in Pennsyl\'ttlli<l, but rame tn Canada.
and s..ttl•'•l in the County of \\·<·lland. J.at<'r
h<' \Wilt to 1\:C'l \'in, Ont., and finally to ·n uron
County, :\fiehi::an. lie was n surec'fo;sful farmer.
nc·ti\'<' all his lift', anJ liCl dit•tl nt nn acl\'allCI.'U
n~<'- li e wns n rnan of c•onsitkraule fon'P of
rhara<'tC'r, firm in his eorn-i<'t inns, :mel rl•solnte
in Mtion. For many yrars he Sl'l'\'t'li on the
county honr1lof l'illprrvisors, nJHl by his int<',:;rit~·
and J:!<>od juc.l~mt'nt ma<l() an i•lf'al public srnant.
,Joel IJ. ll<·llt•m~. son o f H enry, was n woot.l
turn<'r by tratlt'. Durin:; his youn~rr days h<'
was n sailor on the lakes, nnJ bcinj! in St'wrnl
wr•'tks had thrillin~ I'Xp C' ric~net•!!. 7\ature had
l'tHlowf'd him with uo little nwdll\nicnl skill,
and he was able to do almost any kind of work.
lie di<'ll on n small far·m in the tnwnship of
Burfoml, County of ::'\orfolk, in Oct. 1887, n~Pd
tifty-fh·e yc•nrs. H is wife, F.liznbt·lh Ilnwns,
dir cl in ,Jannnry, l S!lO, a grd fifty yt':lrs. ThC'y
w<•rt• goo!l Christian pC'oplr, C'llrtw>t mc·rnht•rs of
the :\ff'ssinh 's Chnn·h. Thl.'ir rhihlrc•n \H're:
:\fnry IT.; ,Jorl )L, ,John .A.: Dorothy E., dt'Cf'ase<l ; nohrrt E.; F.ll<'n .r.; \rnllace It; Grorg-e
I. D.; and 'William H.
Willinm II. li<'ll<"ms r<"mnin<'ll with his parenL'l until he was si:tt<'t'D yeaMJ of ll!!l'. H e nttcudcd sehool until he was t<'n y(•ars oltl. tlH•n
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filllling <'lllploymt•nt in the shingle mills ncar his
home. \\'hem he l<'ft home he eull'rctl a printing oflicc in ~lH'wich, Ont., where he scn·ed an
apprenticeship of th·~ years. Ha\'ing thoroughly
mastcn•u the trn(h', he wot·kctl ns a journ~yman
for two years, uuJ th<'n sp<'nt six months on the
llrantfonl Eipu~ilur. In 1878 he became foreman of the W ~llntu.l Pt·i ntin~ & Publishing Company, a position he hdJ for fi\'c years. The next
f our years he pass<'d as foreman for the Ridgetown (Ont.) l'lailldl'aifr, and th<'n for five years
he work~tl on the Es.cwx L iberal in the same capacity. In 189:3. from S. T. Copus, Mr. Ilellems
purchased the Kingsville J:cportcr. 'l'his is an .
old cstablish<'tl paper, founded in 1876 by Mr.
II ughcs, now insp<'ctor of weights and measures,
\VirHlsor·, Hntl it hns for some years been re~arded ns n hi~h-class sheet. It has a circulation of 500 weekly. The job printing department has an · excdlent reputation for first-class
work, and ){r. Ildlcms exercises personal care
that e\·erything turned out from his establishment shall rncl't the highest r equirements of his
patrons.
In his politics )lr. IIellcms is independent,
but he can always be found on the side of progress and public improYement. Tie is a firm believer in good schools, and the weight of his influence in th~ir behalf has been felt wherever be
has lived. Both in Essex and Kingsville he has
served as school trustee. Fraternally he belongs
to the K.O.T.~L. and religiously to the Methodist
Church.
On April 30, 1880, in the town of Welland,
Mr. Hellems was married to Victoria Buchner,
dau~hter of Ilenry and Susan H. (Oliphant)
Buchner, the former a contractor and builder, of
German extraction. Three children have been
born of this union : Lulu Mayne, Alice Florence
and Bertha, all at home.
ELLIS IIILL:\lAN, SR., the grand old man
of Mersea township, popularly known as Father
IIillman, has for over sixty-five years led an
earnest Christian life, and for over thirty years
has been an active worker in the Lord's vineyard. He was born in the parish of Wiston,
· ·County of Sussex, England, F eb. 4, 1817.
Thomas Hillman, his father, was a native of
the parish of Styning, County of Sussex, and
was a farmer by occupation. In his you'tlg manhood he located in Wiston. Tie married Mary
Simmons, whose father, Daniel Simmons, was a
merchant in \Viston, and seven children were
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born to them: James, a minister in LondoQ,
England; Elizabeth, deceased; Thomas, who was
a member of the second battalion of the Grenadier Guards for twenty-one years; Daniel, a captain of the Staffordshire militia, and a member
of the Grenadier Guards for twenty-one years,
afterwards being promoted to captain adjutant;
Frances, who died young; Ellis; and Stephen,
who died in England.
Ellis Hillman attended a private school for
ten years, and at the age of seventeen, in 1834,
determined to better his condition, he left home~
with several other boys.
They embarked at
Portsmouth on the brig "British Star" f or the
unknown land over the sea, and after a passage
lasting seven or eight weeks landed at Montrealr
thence journeying by canal boat to Kingston,
where they boarded the steamer "King William,'' f or Toronto. There young Ellis calle<l
on a friend he had known in Wiston, who offered
him employment at $12 per month and the opportunity of learning the mason's trade. He
did not accept the offer, and with his friend embarked on a sailing vessel owned by Fields & Gahoon, sailed down Lake Erie, and made their
way to Sandwich. Parting company with his.
friend, young Hillman made his way to Colchester township, where he found employment 'vith
Thomas Parks. lie began work on July 15, and
stayed there until the end of the month. Going
then to Gosfield township, he found work withPeter G. Malott, who proved a stanch friend to
the lonely boy, and treated him as one of his own
children. He r emained in this place until his
marriage. In 1836 he sailed on Lake Erie, on the
"Adelaide," commanded by Capt. John Me·
Cormick, and the next fall he sailed on LakeMichigan, wintering in Chicago, then a settlement consisting of but a few houses on each side·
of the river, a few stores and three taverns.
Nearly aU of the population was French. In
the spring of 1837 he sailed as seaman on Lake
Michigan. WhE'n the Rebellion broke out in
Canada he volunteered, and served under Capt.
Ratclift. lie was \vith the young Englishman
who fired the shot killing the man in charge oi
the jib sheet of the schooner "Ann," in the De-·
troit river. Returning to his old place with M:r.
Malott, he continued there until 1841.
That year marked the turning point in Mr.
Hillman 's life. Until then he was not unlikeothers in his position; he could drink; use profanity with case, was not afraid to use force to·
convince others to his way of thinking-a typical
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product of the primitive conditions oi the times. cnm£>, :'\Ir. Hillman built 11 frame clw£>1lin~. Ill'
.A r eligious revival was held in the vicinity of nlRo bougl.t 100 more acr<·s whirh he clcarr cl, and
Gosfield by Revs. Miles and Flummcrfelt. I n thrn purchased an aduitionnl :100 a r rrs south of
listening to the earnest exhortations of these the hom£>stcad, now ownc<.l nncl rnlti\·atrJ l•y his
worthy Christian men, Mr. Hillman saw things sous. H e has witnessed the transformntic)n of
in a new light, and determined to live a life tend- :\Jcrsca township from the primc\·al fol'est and
ing to higher and better things.
He united impenetrable wilderness to waving lidcls of
with the W esleyan Church, in the old log chapel ~rnin dotted with comfortable home.-;, <·hnrclH'S
near Kingsville, known as Uncle Peter Scratch's nncl schools, and improved with ~ood roacls and
chapel. He was sincere in his efforts, and be- nrcessary bridges. \\hen 1\fr. Ilillm:m built his
came one of the active religious workers in the log house there were only ;~. ft>w <·lum·lws becommunity. The great change for the better in tween St. Thomas and \\.indsor. As he looks
his o·wn life was a sermon in itself to those who upon all these changes, Father llil1man enn well
knew him. In 1873 be felt himself call£><.1 to ns did .~Eneas of ol<.l, exelaim: ''A ~reat pn1-t of
preach. He began in his own household, preach- which I was." His life has not been Jh·eJ in
ing the word of God, and converting first h is o~ \'ain. Like Paul, he bas fought a goocl fi gllt for
own family. Then he went out into the high- the faith.
ways, and in the homes of his friends and neighOn Kov. 16, 1841, Ellis Hillman was united
bors he continued his ministrations. His call in marriage with }.!iss Elizabeth Abbott, clanghwas heard, and he had the pleasure of witnessing t l'r of William Abbott, who pro\·ecl n d eYoted
the conversion of nearly all the people of the helpmeet aud faithful rompanion in all his
community. He preached bis first public ser- work. In :\oYember, 18!)1, surrounded by their
mon in Gore Hill Church, and in 1877 he was JoYed on<>s, th<>y celebrateu their golden wed~
licensed to preach. From that time he has given ding anniversary, and a year latt>r, Dec. 28,
his time to the work, holding services in the 1892, the good wife was called to her long home.
Counties of Kent and Essex. Father Hillman H er remains were buried in the Lakeview cemepreaches like one inspired, and thousands have tery. F ourteen children c11me t o bless their
been led to repent by his simple eloquence. In home, namely: Thomas, a farmer, died at the
hundreds of homes his nnm€ is reverenced for age of forty, leaving eight children; Esther marthe good he has done, and for the man that be ried George S£>therington, of :Mcrsea township,
i s. His home bas become a house of r efuge for an<.l had Sf.'Yen children; .Tonas, a farmer, of
the weary and unfortunate. K eenly alive to the T;<>amhtgton, Ont., married Sarah Hutchinson,
t emptations of the world and to the wcaknessrs and has two children; David, who r esides in
of human nature, Father Hillman believes in a.nd )forpHh, County of Kent, married Charlotte
t eaches the charity that forgives all, and he is Patterson, and has four children; Mary married
unfailing in finding excuses for the frailties of J ohn Upcott, of 1\Iersea township, and they have
others, and in lending a helping band, not onct>, f our children; Peter, a carpenter and joiner of
but many times, if n ecessary. In spite of his Leamington, Ont., married ::\fary Davison, and
eighty-eight years, he is still active, and is in the has two children; William, a farmer of Mersea
possession of all of his faculties, cxct>pt that his to\mship, married Roxie Hyatt, and has three
eyesight is growing dim. Since his conversion children; Abigail died young; Oliver died Dec.
he has lived a t emperate life, and bas been a 28, 1893, leaving a wife and five children; Lustanch advocate of t emperance. In the Goou cinda first married l\Iichael Wiper, by whom she
'l'emplars be held the office of W orthy Patriarch. had three children, and subsequently became the
In 1841 :M:r. Hillman bought a tract of land wife of John McKay, of 1\fersea township, and
in Mersea. township, from the widow of John C.
died Oct. 24, 1904; Ellis, Jr., a fanner of MerF ox. This tract consisted of 100 acres, on which
sea township, married Clarissa H eward, and has ·
he built a log house. Thither he took his young
f our children; Ezra, also a farmer of Mersea
bride, and together they shared the trials and
township, married Ella Vail, and has four chil~
dangers that attend the making of a home in the
dren;
Robert, a painter of Leamington, married
wilderness. . The nearest neighbor was three
Agnes
Holliham, and has two children; George,
miles away, there were no roads or bridges, and
a
f
anner
in 1\fersea, married Jane H yatt, and
the woods were infested with wolves, bears, d eer
and turkeys. . As the years passed by and success has three cl1ildren. Father Hillman has over
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grandchildt·en, and thirty-one great-grandchildren.
Father Hillman takes a great interest in public affairs, and has always been a stanch Liberal,
casting his vote for the Reform party. He was
once honored by the office of justice of the peace,
but never performed its duties. In every walk
of life he has endeavored to do his duty, and
whether on the farm, or in the pulpit, or in his
home, he has been ever the same kindly, courteous Christian· man, beloved and respected by
all. Now crowned by more than four score honorable years, he is passing the evening of his life
comforted by the knowledge of duty done, and
serene in the confidence that when life's cares
are ended he will receive the 1\fastcr 's commendation, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joys of thy reward.''
JoN.\S HILLMAN, who has recently taken up
his residence in Leamington, County of Essex,
and is now living retired, is the second eldest
son of one of the most successful and most
highly respected farmers of the county, and bas
had a successful career himself. His home has
been in l\Iersea township for 'over half a century,
and he has been intimately identified with the
improvement Jind development of this, the garden spot of the County of Essex.
1\fr. Hillman was born March 28, 1845, in the
township of Gosfield, County of E ssex, son of
Ellis Hillman, and was quite young when he
moved with his parents to l\fersea township.
There were. but few homes in that section at the
time the Ilillmans settled there, the land was not
yet cleared of the heavy growth of timber.
Youn"
Hillman assisted in clearing the land and
I:>
preparing it for cultivation, sharing in all the
hardships of farm life in those early days, when
the farmer . had none of the thousand aids he
may now command to ease the heavier parts of
the work. lie r emained at home until he commenced farming for himself, on a tract of 100
acres, which he purchased from James Staner,
of Toronto, and on which he built a frame house
and commenced to make improvements. He continued to follow general agriculture on this place
for a number of years, transforming it into a
most productive and profitable farm. For ten
years he and his family r esided in Leamington,
but he still retained the place. In 1901 he purchased a 300-acre tract of land, on which he
erected a fine frame dwelling bouse, and barns
and other buildings, and where he resided until
his retirement in the fall of 1903, doing much
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during his short stay there to improve the propel'ty. He has sold 125 acres of this tract, but
r etains the r emainder, which is being cultivated
in his interest, he himself giving up the active
work of farming. On his r etirement, in the fall
of 1903, he bought a home in L eamington, where
he is now enjoying his leisure so well earned.
l\fr. Hillman has always taken a deep interest in
questions affecting the welfare of his locality,
and he was active in the work of draining Point
Pelee, and is at present overseer of 5,000 acres
of Point P clee land. Other enterprises of a similar nature have also received his hearty support, and he is deservedly known as a publicspirited citizen.
1\Ir. H illman was married in 1873 at Kingsville, to Sarah Hutchinson, who was born in Colchester, County of Essex, and died in 1883; she
was interred in Lakeview cemetery. Mrs. Hillman left two daughters, Edith and Gertrude,
who make their home with their father, and are
much devoted to their home and its interests.
They have received g.ood advantages for education, and are intelligent young ladies, active
members of the Baptist Church, in whose work
they take effective part. Their mother was a
member of the Methodist Church. She was a
devoted wife, zealous for everything which contributed to the happiness and comfort of her
home, and proved a helpful companion to her
husband. l\Ir. Hillman holds membership in the
Baptist Church, and attends the church of that
denomination in Leamington. Fraternally he
unites with the I .O.F. lodge at that place, and
his political support is given to the Liberal
party.
J. WALLACE ASKIN, Registrar of Deeds
for the County of Essex, enjoys the distinction
of having no superior in his special line in Ontario, being well equipped with an excellent education, which was supplemented by special instruction in French, his fluency in the latter
language enabling him satisfactorily to transact
business with many citizens of the county who
speak no other language. 1\fr. Askin is the
third generation of his family to occupy this
position, both his father and grandfather havlie was born l\lay 25,
ing been incumbents.
1848, in Sandwich, a son of John Alexander
Askin.
1\!r. Askin was educated liberally, .passing
through the common schools and the grammar
school, and then attending Assumption College,
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at Santiwich. Ile next entered St. Hyacinthe
· College, in t he Province of Quebec, where he
made a special study of the French language.
Upon his return to Sandwich he enter ed the military service as a volunteer, and was soon advanced to the rank of captain of a company. In
1866 and in 1870 he was a medalist and in 1868
he entered the military school at London, from
which he was graduated with a first and second
class certificate. Again r eturning to Sandwich,
this young man of var!ed acquirements began
the study of law, entering the office of David
Shiel, a t Windsor.
In 1869 he was made a
deputy registrar, under his father, and u pon
the latter's r etirement, in 1872, he received the
appointment to the office.
Thus, in every way
qualified, the County of Essex finds in l\'Ir. Askin
an admirable official, who is not only faithful in
the discharge of his duties, but is also thoroughly
competent.
:Mr. Askin married Eliza :Mary Baby, daughter of the late Charles Baby, and the following
named children have been born to this union :
Adelaide l\[ary, l\Iarie-Louise Navarre, Elise
Mary (who wedded Arthur H enry Fauqu!er and
has two children, Beresford and Dorothy),
Rosalie Archange, Charlotte (who died in infancy), ,Josephine and Fanchette. Religiously
Mr. Aslkin is a Roman Catholic. Fraternally he
is a member of the C.l\LB.A. Socially he is one
of the most genial of gentlemen, and can count
. h !s friends by many score. H is hospitable home
is situated on Bruce avenue, and he and his wife
are generous entertainers.
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where he established a gener al store, acting as.
agent for the Hudson Bay Company, and for the
Bank of Montreal. While in business in Windsor his partner was his brother, and the nrml was
known as J. & J. Dougall, the branch estatilishment at l\Iontreal being in charge of John. In
1834, at W indsor, James Dougall and Miss Susan
Baby wer e united in marriage, she being a
daughter of Francis Baby, and the following
children were born to t heir union: John, deceased; Prancis, deceased; Victoria, who married Edward Taylor, of :Montreal, and is now deceased; Duncan; James A lfred, deceased;
Charles B., of Windsor; and :Frances E lizabeth,
deceased.
In 1840 James Dougall opened a business in
Rose Bank, still continuing his interests in.
Windsor, but in 1854 he returned and r esumed
charge of affairs. Ten years l ater he turned his
interests over to his sons and practically retired.
For a number of years he was honor ed by election
as mayor of Windsor, and during the Rebellion
o£ 1837 he contributed largely toward the support of the tt·oops. lie always took_an active
part in local affairs. In religi-on he was a stanch
Presbyterian, and reared his family in t he same
faith.
Duncan Dougall was born in 1841, and r eceived his education in the public schools and at
1\lcGill College, from which latter institution he
was graduated in 1860, with the degree of A.B.
During the prosecution of his literary studies,
Ur. Dougall also took up t he profession of law,
and in 1863 was called to the Bar of Toronto,
and t here carried on a successful practice until
DUNCAN DOUGALL. Among the distin- 1868. At that time he settled in Windsor, and
guished! members of the Bar of the County of has since then made that city his home. Mr.
Essex, Duncan Dougall occupies a prominent Dougall owns the business block which bears his
position. He is not only a native of the county, · name, built by his father in 1875, as well as other
but is a member of one of the oldest families of very valuable real estate throughout the city,
which he manages himself. He is also a stockthis locality.
The first of the family of whom there is au- holder in tl1e Windsor Building & Loan Comthentic r ecord was Duncan Dougall, great- pany of Windsor, and has been for several years.
In 1883 Mr. Dougall was united in marriage
grandfather of our subject, who was born in
Scotland, and there passed his entire life. In with Edith Bloomer of Baltimore, Maryland, and
his family was a son John, who was also born in both he and his wife are consistent members of
Scotland; and who married and became the t he Chur ch of England. They are numbered
father of two sons : John, born in 1808 ; and among the leading people of 'Windsor, and they
are well and favorably known to a wide circle
J ames, born in 1810.
I n 1828, James Doug~ll emigrated to Can- of friends through t his section of country.
ada, locating at 1\fontreal, but later he settled in
l\IICIIAEL McCARTHY, postmaster and
P erth, and still later in Toronto, embarking in
the wholesale dry goods trade. However, he was farmer of Sandwich South, is located on Lot 302,
burned out, and in 1830 he moved to Windsor, Talbot Road. He was born Nov. 27, 1835, in
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Sandwich South, County of Essex, a son of
Michael and Catherine (Finn) ~IcCarthy. This
is an old pioneer family of prominence, the
father being a native of the County of Cork,
I reland, where he was born in 1790, and where
his wife was born nine years later. They married and in 1836 started for America, crossing
the Atlantic ocean in a sailing vessel. The journey required eleven weeks on the water, and it
may easily be asserted that they were weary indeed when they reached New York.
In that great metropolis of the States, :\lr.
:\lcCarthy worked at the shoemaking trade for
three years, accumulating enough capital by that
time to make the j ourney to Canada in order to
secure a home in the opened-up lands in Sandwich township, Talbot Road. The first home
of the family was but a log cabin in the wilderness, but later it gave way to a comfortable
house of hewed logs in which the pioneer lived
the remainder of his life, dying in 1868. His
wife had passed away ten years before, and she
was always tenderly rem.embered, for she had
shared all his trials and hardships. Both were
consistent members of the Catholic Church, and
it was mainly through the father's efforts, joined
with a few other early settlers and Christian
men, that the church was established at Sandwich. Both he and his wife lie buried in the
Sandwich cemetery.
Mr. McCarthy had three brothers who also
came to Canada, namely: Richard, now deceased,
settled in Sandwich South on the Talbot Road,
and reared a family; Jeremiah settled and died
in Sandwich South, and he also left a family;
Cornelius settled and died on Lot 299, in Sandwich South, and left a family which now resides
at Buffalo. Michael was the eldest of the brothers.
The children of Michael McCarthy and wife
were as follows: ( 1) Jeremiah, born in Ireland,
died in 1893; he married Susan 1\fcMahon, of
Sandwich South, and they settled there and lived
in the same place until within a few years of his
death, when he removed to Buffalo to the home
of a son. He left these children: Michael H.,
who is a mail carrier at Windsor; Catherine, deceased, wife of Israel Cloutier, of County Essex;
Ellen, a sister in a London convent; Mary, also
a sister , as is Susan; Miss :Maggie; Alice, deceased; John, living in Sandwich South; Thomas,
living on the old homestead; and Francis and
Louis., who live in Buffalo. (2) Ellen was born
in Ireland and married J ohn Dennison, who was

a custom house officer at ·windsor. Doth are now
deceased, and they left these children: Walter
Dennison, of Windsor; H enry, of Detroit; Mary,
of Windsor; Catherine, Mrs. Logan, of Chicago;
and Fannie, wife of James Bassett, of Milwaukee. (3) Fannie, born in Sandwich, married
Thomas Dorsey, of Cold Water, Michigan, and
they have three children: Thomas, Louis and
Catherine, who is the wife of a physician. ( 4)
Catherine, born in Sandwich South, married
Joseph J ohnson, and they removed to California,
where both died, leaving no children. ( 5) Julia
was born in Sandwich South and now resides at
Windsor. (6) J ames, born in Sandwich South,
in 1839, married (first) Annie Kilroy, of Sandwich South, who died, leaving three children:
Edward, who is now a member of Sandwich
South town council; Sarah, who is the wife of
J ohn Batersby, of Sandwich; and Aggie, wife
of P. O'Neil.
Michael McCarthy, the fifth member of the
above family in order of birth, grew to manhood
on the old homestead and received ~ district
school education. He remained at home until
his marriage, 1\lay 28, 1861, to Miss Mary Downing, who '\Vas born in Sandwich in 1835, daughter of Dennis and Nora Downing, a prominent
1\Ir. McCarthy
pioneer family of Sandwich.
then bought the James Meehan homestead, and
here the family has resided ever since. Mr. McCarthy bas taken a great pride in the improvement of his farm. He has erected substantial
and commodious buildings and has made many
other improvements. For thirty-two years he
conducted a hotel on this place and was also
the proprietor of the "Crown Inn" at Walkerville for two years. Both enterprises were carried on successfully and many a weary traveler
had reason to remember ~is genial host gratefully.
1\Irs. McCarthy died at this home, Nov. 2,
1899, passing away as she had lived, a beautiful
Christian character. The six children of this
union were as follows: Josephine, who resides
at home; Frank J., residing at Walkerville; Arthur, remaining at home; Nora C., one of the
clerks in the post office at Windsor; Victoria,
a trained nurse of Sagina.w, Michigan; and
F rederick H., railroad agent for the Michigan
Ct>ntral and Pere l\1arquette roads at Pelton
Junction.
·
Politically Mr. McCarthy is identified with
the old Conservative party, and has held a number of responsible offices, having been assessor
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of Sandwich East and South for sixteen years,
and in 1881 he was appointed enumerator for
the latter. Since 1878 he has served as postmaster at Oldcastle, having been instrumental in
getting this office established there. Religiously
the family are all members of the Catholic
Church. 1\fr. :McCarthy is one of the most prominent as well as most substantial men of his locality.

at Amherstburg. Six children were born to this
union, namely: Ellen, J ohn. R., Olive, H erbert,
Eliza and E.G.
Theodore J ones Park, one of the three brothers who came to Ontario, was born July 6,
1811, at Framingham, Massachusetts. In J833 ·
he came to Amherstburg and engaged with his
brothers in business, but in 1835 be removed his
business from the settlement to Amherstburg,
and there conducted a general store and engaged
T. JAlVJ:ES PARK, M.D., of Amherstburg, also in a wood business, supplying boats with
represents one of the old and prominent families . fuel. In connection with his brother Thomas he
of County Essex, and is the oldest physician and owned almost the whole of the dockage at this
surgffin, in point of continuous practice, in Am- place. The partnership continued until 1860,
herstburg.
when Theodore Jones Park took in as a partner
Dr. Park's grandfather, John Park, was a J. Richardson Park, his nephew. This partnernative of the State of Massachusetts, born Nov. ship continued until 1864, when the docks were·
16, 1759. He died in his native State, March 6, rented to a 1\fr. Mullen as coal docks. In 1877
1829. There he married Lucy Richardson, who 1\ir. Park built the "Lakeview Hotel," which
was born Dec. 20, 1769, and died March 2, 1849, was opened in 1878, and which be owned until
and they reared the following children: Lucy, 1884, when it was sold. On 1\Iarch 23rd of the
born July 13, 1792, died in 1852 ; Joseph, born same y_e ar.Mr. Park died at the age of seventyJ an. 6, 1794, died Nov. 28, 1820; Gideon, born three. In 1854 he married Caroline Francis
Nov. 6. 1795, died Jan. 1, 1802 ; Susan H., born Kevill, only daughter of James Kevill, post masSept. 29, 1797, died Jan. 20, 1831; Thomas, May ter, and granddaughter of Col. William Cald17, 1799, died in 1864; John R., born March 26, well, a prominent soldier in the war of 1812,
1801, died Oct. 2, 1880; Gideon (2), born March and her grandmother was Susan Reaume Baby.
14, 1803; died in August, 1807; Samuel, born Six children were born to this marriage, the eldD ec. 31, 1804, died Feb. 19, 1846; Hannah A., est being Dr. T. James Park, and the others:
was born June 13, 1807; Sarah K., born July 6, Della Theresa, Carrie F., Elizabeth Lucy, Frank
1809, died in 1889; Theodore J ones, born July H. (deceased), and Thomas (deceased). The
6, 1811, died March 23, 1884; Elizabeth D., born home of the late Theodore Jones Park is one of
Dec. 3, 1813, died July 22, 1847. Of this fam- the :first buildings built in Amherstburg, erected
ily, all of whom were born in Massachusetts, in 1810, on the bank of the. river, with a beauJohn R., Theodore Jones and Thomas were the tiful extended view reaching for many miles.
Dr. T. James Park was born in Amherstburg
only ones to come to Ontario.
Thomas Park migrated in 1820 to Essex April 19, 1856. His literary education was obCounty, Upper Canada, and very soon there- tained in the separate schools of his native town
after erected on the town line between the town- and was supplemented by a course in the Upper
ships of Colchester and Gosfield a log store, Canada College, at Toronto, from which he gradwhere he carried on a general mercantile and uated in 1876. He at once entered the medical
grain business for a number of years. Later he department of the University of Toronto, from
r emoved to Amherstburg and there expanded his which he was graduated in 1880 with his degree
business to include steamboat and general vessel of Doctor of Medicine, and he was also gradubusiness. Here he passed the remainder of his ated from Trinity 1\fedical College. He then
days and died in 1864, a man of wealth and spent one year as assistant resident surgeon in
prominence. He never married. In 1822 John the Toronto General Hospital, and in 1881 be-.
R. Park, then aged twenty-one years, followed gan the practice of his chosen profession in his
the pioneer of the family to Ontario, and he was native town. Here he has continued for almost
for a time employed as a clerk at Amberstburg. a quarter of a century, yearly gaining more thorHe then established himself elsewhere, until1864, oughly the confidence and esteem of all who
when he returned to Amherstburg, and there he know him, and attaining to greater eminence in
died in 1880. He married Amelia Ginkle, who the profession. He is a member of the Ontario
was born in 1806 in Michigan, and died in 1875 Medical Society, and is local surgeon for the
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Michi(Yan Central Railroad, and is also examiner for the leading life insurance companies.
Fraternally he belongs to the C.l\f.B.A. and C.O.
C.F . With his mother and three sisters he resides at the beautiful old family homestead on
Dalhousie street, a residence which is an object
of interest to every stranger, and a charming,
well-appointed home for its residents.

bv all classes, his various interests bringing him
Besides
being president of the Uccox·d Jlrinting Com.
pany, he is connected with other industries in
Windsor. F or a few years he was president of
the W indsor Board of Trade. Fraternally Mr.
l\fc~ee unites with Windsor L odge, No. 43, A.F.
&.A.M.

ARCHIBALD ~lc:XEE, of Windsor, Ont.,
was born in P erth, County of Lanark, in the year
1845. His parents were natives of· Perthsbire,
Scotland, and came to Canada in 1821.
lie
received his education at the public school, and
at the Perth high school. IIis early life was
spent on a. farm, and with a view of going into
stock farming, he took a course in agriculture
at the 'l'oronto University, and was among the
first who obtained the diploma of the Ontario
Veterinary College, Toronto.
In 1867 :Mr. ~IcXee married Miss Isabella
Campbell, of the . County of Lanark, 'vhose
parents came from Argyllshire, Scotland. In
1874 he removed to Winnipeg, and for a number
of years was a license inspector for the Province
of :\Ianitoba. Having a strong inclination for
newspaper work, he joined the staff of the Winnipeg Free P1·ess and for a period of years
r epresented that paper in the Parliamentary
Press Gallery at Ottawa. He was president of
the Gallery in 1885. H e was member of
the 'Winnipeg council for a number of years,
and also for several years a member of the public school board. During the boom in Winnipeg
he operated in real estate, in which line he was
fairly successful. F or some time be was managing editor of the F'1·ee Press. In the year 1888
he severed his connection with that paper, and
purchased the W eekly R eco1·d, in Windsor, Ont.,
where he has since remained, and in 1890 he
commenced the publication of the Evening
Rec01·d. In politics l\Ir. McXee is a Liberal.
although not a partisan.
He is a thorough
In religion he is a Baptist, and
Canadian.
holds the office of deacon in the Church of
which he is a member, and for several years he
was superintendent of the Baptist Sunday
School in 'Vindsor. For one year he was president of the Baptist Convention of Ontario
and Quebec, and he served several years as president of the Windsor Y.l\I.C.A. . He is interested in all matters pertaining to the moral and
r eligious welfare of the community, being a
public-spirited citizen, .and is highly respected

JOJI~ ALE.XA1'IDER McKAY was born
at Woodstock, Ont., on Christmas Day, 1866.
His pat·ents, the late Alexander and Christina
(~IcKay) l\IcKay, of Woodstock, although of
Scottish descent, were both Canadians, born in
Nova Scotia. Their mother is now living in Berlin, Ont. 'rheir famiJ.y consisted of four children:
Samuel G., who is a barrister of Woodstock,
Ont. ; Angus W., now of Chicago, Illinois;
Catherine S., married to .Major W . :Mahlon
Davis, civil engineer of Berlin, Ont. ; and J ohn
Alexander.
John Alexander McKay attended the public
school and Collegiate Institute in his native
town, and obtained his journalistic education
under the direction of Messrs. G. R. and Andrew
Pattullo, of the Woodstock SentineL Review. He
came to Windsor in November, 1890, having
purchased a half interest in the Record Printing Company, Limited, publishers of The Evening Record and The lVeelcly Record.
H e ha:i
been the busine~ manager of this concern ever
since. 1\Ir. 1\fcKay is quartermaster of the 21st
Regiment, Essex Fusiliers, with the rank of
captain.
In 1890 Mr. 1\fcKay was married to Miss
Margaret Brotchie, of Woodstock, and they hav11
had a family of four children: Kenneth D., Margaret Brotchie, Douglas A. and · Catherine
Scobie.
THE WJNDSOR RECORD.-'l'he Windsor Record
was established in 1860 by P. G. Laurie.
In
1869 he d!sposed of the plant to Stephen Lusted,
the present city clerk of Windsor, who conducted
it up t o 1882. In 1877 Mr. Lusted started a
daily, which, after two months' experience,
finding the undertaking unprofitable, he abandoned, and put his whole energies in the
weekly, which was then the leading paper in the
county.
)!r. Robert Barr, Sr., of 'Vindsor, purchased
the business from :Mr. Lusted, and it was run
by his sons William, John and James, who after
a few years were succeeded by Mr. Gr aham.
Archibald l\IcNee came do'vn from Winnipeg

i~ close contact with many people.

'"')

1-

'

!

'

, I

;I
I

I

'
'

.
l

ll

.
r

.. ., .

( 1.

I .' !i
I :

II '

.tj

, >

fI

'

i :

I

II
I'

:' i

,r r

!

' t::
. I ' •
l .:

.

i .
. !''·
·.

..
'

·. ;1,,
,6
l- ··~' :.· '...I ,
i:

~

.

COuE\lEl\IORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Michigan Central Railroad, and is also examiner for the lending life insurance companies.
Fraternally he belongs to the C.)LB.A. and C.O.
C.F. With his mother anu three sisters he resides at the beautiful old family homestead on
Dalhousie street, a residence which is an object
of interest to every strangt>r, and a charming,
well-appointed home for its residents.

by all classes, his various interests bringing him
in close contact with many people.
Besides
being president of the Record Printing Company, he is connected with other industries in
Windsor. For a few years he was president of
the Windsor Board of Trade. Fraternally Mr.
McKee unites with Windsor Lodge, No. 43, A.F.
& A.l\1.

ARCIII13ALD .:\lc~EE, of Windsor, Ont.,
was born in Perth, County of Lanark, in the year
1845. His parents were natives of Perthshire,
Scotland, and came to Canada in 1821.
lie
received his education at the public school, and
at the P erth high school. Ilis early life was
spent on a farm, and with a view of going into
stock farming, he took a course in agriculture
at the Toronto University, and was among the
first who obtained the diploma of the Ontario
Veterinary College, Toronto.
In 1867 ~[r. l\IcXee married ){iss Isabella
Campbell, of the . County of Lanark, whose
parents came from Argyllshire, Scotland. In
1874 he removed to Winnipeg, and for a number
of years was a license inspector for the Pr ovince
of Manitoba. Having a strong inclination for
newspaper work, he joined the staff of the WinnipPg F1·ee P1·ess and for a period of years
r epresented that paper in the P arliamentary
Press Gallery at Ottawa. He 'Nas president of
the Gallery in 1885. He was member of
the Winnipeg council for a number of years,
and also for several years a member of the public school board. During the boom in Winnipeg
he operated in real estate, in which line he was
fairly successful. For some time he was managing editor of the "P'ree Press. In the year 1888
he severed his connection with that paper, and
purchased the lVeekly Recm·d, in Windsor, Ont.,
where he has since remained, and in 1890 he
commenced the publication of the Evening
Reco1·d. In politics Mr. Me. 'ee is a Lib~?t·nl,
although not a partisan.
lie is a thorough
In religion he is a Baptist, and
Canadian.
holds the office of deacon in the Church of
which he is a member, and for several years he
was superintendent of the Baptist Sunday
School in Windsor. For one year he was president of the Baptist Convention of Ontario
and Quebec, and he served several years as president of the Windsor Y.:M.C.A. . lie is interested in all matters pertaining to the moral and
religious welfare of the community, being a
public-spirited citizen, and is highly respected

JOIIX ALEX.A.J.~DER McKAY was born
at Woodstock, Ont., on Christmas Day, 1866.
His parents, the late Alexander and Christina
(McKay) ~IcKay, of Woodstock, although of
Scottish descent, were both Canadians, born in
Nova Scotia. Their mother is now living in Berlin, Ont. 'rheir famil.Y consisted of four children:
Samuel G., who is a barrister of ·woodstock,
Ont.; Angus W., now of Chicago, Illinois;
Catherine S., married to :Major W. Mahlon
Davis, civil engineer of Berlin, Ont.; and J ohn
Alexander.
J olm Alexander :McKay attended the public
school and Collegiate Institute in his native
town, and obtained his journalistic education
under the direction of Messrs. G. R. and Andrew
Pattullo, of the Woodstock Sentinel Review. He
came to Windsor in November, 1890, having
purchased a half interest in the Record Printing Company, Limited, publishers of The Evening Record and The Weekly Reco1·d. He hn:i
been the business manager of this concern ever
since. Mr. McKay is quartermaster of the 21st
Regiment, Essex Fusiliers, with the rank of
captain.
In 1890 :Mr. McKay was married to Miss
Margaret Brotchie, of Woodstock, and Lhey have
bad a :family of four children: Kenneth D., Margaret Brotchie, Douglas A. and · Catherine
Scobie.
THE WINDSOR RECORD.-'rhe Windsor Record
was established in 1860 by P. G. Laurie. In
1869 be disposed of the plant to Stephen Lusted,
the present city clerk of Windsor, who conducted
it up to 1882. I n 1877 :M:r. Lusted started a
daily, which, after two months' experience,
finding the undertaking unprofitable, he abandoned, and put his whole energies in the
weekly, which was then the leading paper in the
county.
:Mr. Robert Barr, Sr., of Windsor, purchased
the business from Mr. Lusted, and it was run
by his sons William, John and J ames, who after
a few years were succeeded by l\Ir. Graham.
Archibald McNee came down from, Winnipeg
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in '1888, and purchased the plant and business
from Mr. Graham, and he established the Evening Reco1·d in 1890. In the fall of the same
year he took into partnership John A. ·McKay,
formerly of the \<V~odstock Sentinel R eview.
These two gentlemen have successfully conducted
the Daily and W eekly Record ever since.
GORDON II. GAUTHIER, barrister, of
Windsor, Ont., has been engaged in the practice
of his profession in that city since 1900, and has
met with such encouraging success that he may
be considered one of the promising young members of the legal fraternity there.
M:r. Gauthier comes of a family of French
extraction which has been settled in the Dominion for several generations, his great-grandfather, Jean B. Gauthier, of Quebec, removing
from that city to Sandwich, County of Essex,
Ont., when a young man. He made his permanent home in Sandwich, and was engaged as a
general merchant, trader and packer. His son,
J ean B. Gauthier, the ·grandfather of Gordon
H., was born in Sandwich, and became one of
the important men of the place, doing an extensive business as a general merchant, packer and
fisherman. He married Mary Collins, a native
of Detroit, Michigan.
Charles W. Gauthier, father of Gordon H.,
was born in Sandwich in 1844, and married Miss
Emma E. Reeves, who was born there in 1846.
They continued to make their home in that place
until 1885. ·when they removed to Windsor,
nfr. Gauthier engaged in the fishing industry on
a large scale, his interests extending over various
parts of the United States and Canada. He retired in the year 1890, and has continued to
make his home in "Windsor ever since. He and
his wife have reared a family of four children,
viz.: Edith M., wiho married Berton F . l\lison,
of Clevela'n d, Ohio; Gordon H. ; C. Harold; and
l\fiss Lillian, who is at home. l\Ir. and 1\frs.
Gauthier are members of the Church of England, with which their family has also been
identified.
Gordon II. Gauthier was born March 17,
1876, in Sandwich, and r eceived his early education in the public schools of his native place.
After the family removed to Windsor he attended school there lmtil he was seventeen, following which he was a student at Toronto University for two years. Then he took up the study
of law at .Osgoode. Ilall, Toronto, and in 1.900 rE)-

;

ceived his call to the Bar. lie settled down Ito
practice in "Windsor, residing with his parents.
l\1r. Gauthier is a firm believer in the duties
of citizenship, and has taken an active inter~st
in public affairs from an early age, politically
being identified with the Conservative party; ~e
has been secretary of the Conservative AssoCiation of North Essex for the past two years. At
the age of eighteen he entered the local regiment
of militia known as the Essex Fusiliers, and,
beginning as a private, received ·rapid promotion until, by 1900, he was in command of No.
5 Company; after two years in that incumbency
he was made adjutant of the regiment, and he
still holds that appointment. Mr. Gauthier is
a member of the Church of England.
JOSEPH DUROCHER, a prominent citizen
and a representative of a family which has
passed generations in this locality, is permanently located on Lot 21, Concession 1, Sandwich ·west. lie was born in that township,
March 27, 1847, son of Antoine and Francoise
(Pajot) Durocher.
Antoine Durocher was born in 1805 in Concession 1, Sandwich "vVest. He married Francoise Pajot, who was born in the same township,
daughter of A!ltoine Pajot, who came to Canada
at a very early day from his native France. Antoine Durocher and his bride settled on Lot 24:,
in Sandwich "vVest, and there he cleared up a
large and valuable farm, upori which he lived
until his death, in 1874. His widow survived
until 1881. They were quiet, Christian people,
who led sober, industrious lives, and paid close
attention to their religious duties, assisting in
the organization of the First Roman Catholic
Church in the town of Sandwich, now the capital
of the County of Essex. They left a family of
eight children, seven of whom still survive: ( 1)
Alfred, died in young manhood. {2) l\Iarcil is
the wife of Thomas Gignac, of \<Vindsor. (3)
Zoe is the wife of Alexander Laferty, of ·wayne
County, Michigan. (4) Israel, bom in Sandwich· .
West, is a resident of the old homestead, where
he has a wife and family. ( 5) Elizabeth is the
wife of Thomas Bondy, of Sandwich West. (6)
Henriette is the wife of Noah Reaume, of Sandwich West. (7) Emily is the wife of Jacob Gignac, of Sandwich West. (8) Joseph is the subject of this sketch.
Charles Durocher, grandfather of Joseph,
came from Quebec to Detroit, and was the first
merchant of that then frontier city_ He b~cam.~ .
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a great traJ,•r with the Indians, and his first wife
was the dau~htcr of one of the chiefs; she died
a year afterward. lie attained to very high r egard among the Indians, aud accwnulated great
wealth. H e was unit<'tl in his second marriage
to G<'nevi<'uve n caume, who was the mother of
seven childr<>n, of whom Antoine was the youngest.
Josl'ph Dur()(·hrr was <'ducntcd in the common s<·hools of Sandwich, and was reared to
practical work on his father's farm. In 1872 he
was united in marriage with Margaret Dupuy,
only child of Dr. Dupuy, who came from France
and sNtl('u in Sm1dwich "~est, where he became
a vr:ry prorninwt physician. Dr. Dupuy was a
graduate of a Philadelphia medical school. 1\Irs.
Dur(l(:ht•r was born in 1854, in Michigan, but
wa.'i rcnrt>d in Canada, where she was carefully
<'ducaktl, bcin~ a graduate of the Windsor Convt>nt. She died in 1886 at the present home, the
mothl'r of ei~ht children, as follows: (1) Dr.
Francis, horn in 1873, graduated from the Detroit ~{eJical College, in which city he is now a
successful physician; he married Belle Montie,
of D<>troit. (2) Albert was drowned in childhood. (:3) .Alfred, born in 1876, was educated
in the Sandwich College. He married Amanda
~Tnillioux, a member of an old and prominent
family located near Amberstburg, and they r eside in Sandwich West. (4) Ulysses, born in
1878, after being educated in the common
schools and in As.'mmption College, at Sand·
wich, taught in tbe County of Essex, and is now
n student of languages at the Windsor Collegiate
ITigh School, his linguistic ability making him
the master of three languages, in addition to his
own. (5) Eugene, born in 1880, received an excellent education. studied pharmacy, and graduated from the Ontario School of Pharmacy at
Toronto in :i\[ay, 1904, and is now a druggist at
Windsor. (6) Edmund, born in 1883, was a student in the Windsor high school, and is now a
successful teacher in the County of Essex. (7)
Emma, born in 1885, is Si~er Marguerite in a
convent at Montreal. (8) :Avila, born in 1885,
is a student in a Michigan school.
In 1887 l\lr. Durocher married (second)
Sophia· Langlois, daughter of Peter Langlois,
one of the prominent old pioneer settlers of the
county. To this union bas come one son, Albert,
born in 1889, who is a student in the Windsor
schools.
In 1894 Mr. Durocher embarked in a mercantile business at Windsor, where he continued
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for five years, selling out at that time in order to
rt>snmc farming. Upon his return to the country he took charge of his own estate, and, in addition, purchased the Joseph H amlin farm,
which adjoined his former property, and also
ad.Ucd 100 acres of Concession 2. 'This makes
him one of the largest owners of real estate in
the township.
Mr. Durocher has long been very prominent
in public affairs in the county, serving in the
county council for sixteen years, when he re.
signed the office. He also served a year as assessor; for sixteen years as r eeve and county councillor; for nine years he was the collector for his
township; and he was the second warden of the
County of Essex:, when the new law came into
effect. His services of a public character have
always been satisfactorily rendered, as his long
rett>ntion in office testifies. His political preference is for the principles of the Conservative
party, and on more than one occasion his influence has been a material factor in the election
of Conservative candidates. He is social by nature, and is fraternally connected with the C.M.
B.A. order, Branch No. 122, of Sandwich. In
reli~ious belief he and his family are associated
with the Roman Catholic Church.
Mr. Durocher is well and favorably known all over the .
County of Essex, and he is bound by ties of
friendship and esteem to its best and leading
citizens.
HORATIO WIGLE, a member of one of the
oldest and most prominent families of his section
of County Essex, is a successful farmer and progressive citizen of Gosfield township, in addition
to being identified with large business enterprises. Full records of this family will be found
in another portion of this work.
Wendel Wigle, grandfather of Horatio, began farming on Lot 10, Concession 3, Gosfield
township, in a log house which he erected in
1805, the year of his marriage, and which he
occupied until 1823, when he removed tO Cedar
Creek. The log house was a commodious one,
larger than was usually constructed, stood some
eight rods west of the present Cyrus Wigle
house, and remained intact until 1876. When
Jolhn W. Wigle, son of Wendel and father of
Horatio, began to farm he moved into this large
hewed log bouse, and about the same time acquired Government Lot 11, making him the
owner of 400 acres of land in one block. From
time to time he added to this until he owned over
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1,000 acres. He cleared much of the homestead
place and was considered a man of ~arge capital
and a successful farmer. Many are the thrilling
and interesting stories told of the experiences
he had with wolves and other wild animals,
especially at the time when his father first settled on Lot 10. It is said that at one time, when
he was away from the house, a bear grew bold
and attacked and killed three pigs belonging to
his father. In thooe days the women of the family were taught the use of firearms, and his
mother tried to shoot the marauder, but failed
to injure the animal, and whe·n her husband returned he followed Bruin's trail to near t he location of Gordon Fox's house.
There the remains of the pigs were found, but the crafty old
bear had disappeared. Upon another occasion our
subject's father, with his wife and daughter
Mary, then a babe, started in a cutter over the
ice to visit friends on Pelee Island. When about
five miles from the island a heavy snowstorm
overtook them, resulting in their losing their
way. The horse broke through thin ice~ and
all went into the icy waters of the lake.
As
may be supposed, the rescue was one of difficulty,
probably only possible with people hardened by
much constant exposure and the calm demeanor
and courage produced by the many dangers
with which they were always surrounded. Mr.
Wigle secured the safety of his wife and child,
and for two hours made every effort to rescue
his horse, but without avail. Hurriedly wrapping his wife and child, he and them almost
frozen, in the buffalo robes, he removed the strap
irons from the cutter, fastened them to his own
feet and started for the island. After r eaching
the land he was still obliged to go two miles before a house could be reached, and when l1e finally did reach it, after the most heroic endeavors, his friends were not slow in going to the
succor of Mrs. Wigle and the child. When found
they were almost frozen, but care and sound
constitutions finally restored them to health.
Such was the fibre of which the direct ancestors
of Mr. Wigle were formed; no wonder that they
reared a sturdy posterity noted for physical
vigor and mental strength.
John W. Wigle was born July 12, 1806, ·and
was the oldest child of his parents. In 1850 he
removed from the above-mentioned log cabin to
the hill, on r..ot 11, the location of our subject's
house. Here he erected a large frame house, 40
x 50 feet, which was destroyed by fire in 1877.
The present handsome brick residence took its

75

place. John \Vigle was an enterprising and
progrcssi ve man, and he became the owner of
largo tracts of land, aggregating 1,288 acres,
farmed on a large scale, and did much building.
In company with Hugh Ruthven he built a sawmill at Ruthven, this being the first business
venture started in the village, and he was also
one of the incorporators of the Ruthven Woolen
l\Iills. His mental faculties remained unimpaired until within a very short time of his
death, which occurred Oct. 28, 1894. In him the
Methodist Church had an active, liberal and influential member.
John W. Wigle married Salonia Fox, daughter of Philip Fox, and she died · M'ay 3, 18i8.
They had children as follows: I sabella and
Sarah were twins; Is~bella (deceased), married
J ohu Cascadden, lived on the west half of Lot
259, Talbot street, Gosfield North, and had children: Sarah (wife of J. F. Jeffery), Wilson E.,
.John W. and Thoma!'l T.; Sarah (deceas~d),
married J ames Neville, who is mentioned els~
where. ·wendel J. (deceased), married Susanna
Cascadden, and they had L eonora (wife of John
Nolblr.), Sylvanus (of Kingsville), Alzora, (wife
of Albert Pulford, 1\foretta (wife of Peter
Peterson), o.ncl Mary (wife of William Bray of
Michigan). Mary (deceased), married \Villiam
McQueen and lived on the east half of Lot 259,
and t.hey had children- A. Burnes, ltosilla (wife
of John McKinney), Capt. John S. (of Amhet·stburg), Salonia (wife of James Scratch) ,
Elizabeth (wife of Charles \Vhittle), and James
W., D.D.S. Elizabeth, the only one of the daughters now living, is the wife of R. vV. Shanks, extended mention of whom will be found elsewhere.
Cyrus married Louise McCormick, and is further mentioned elsewhere. Horatio is the subject proper of this sketch.
Horatio \Vigle, the younge!?t member of th~
John W. Wigle family was born April 7, 1848,
on r..ot 10, the old home place. The family soon
removed to the hill farm on Lot 11, and there our
subject was reared, growing up a farmer and obtaining his education in the local schools. For
a number of years prior to his father's death he
was at the head of affairs, operating this place,
which he later acquired. The barns and outbuildings here were originally built by his father,
but he has r<'modeled and enlarged them and
has made many substantial improvements. Mr.
Wigle is one of the largest farmers in South Essex and is also a large fruit-grower. Latterly
he h as become much interested in the breeding
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of linl' ,tl•t·k iu addition to hi!! other rulcrpr ises.
At t)ll'' ti1111' \1 r. \\'i!.!l1• IIWTII'tl l.Oll\) ncT't's of Janel
in this lm•ality, nut! at tlw pn·st·ut time owns
!;otiW ';Oil.
II is t•a rt·ful 1111'1 hnds HiltI ~mlll lllllllnJ.:t'lllt'llt h:l\·,~ nw•lc hilll a \'I'I'Y sut·t·t•ssful man
of husill•·s:\ nrul uut• uf tht• mud··l n~ricultur·ists

!.

ctf thf' township.
\ l r·. \\'i ;,dc• has 111a11y ntht•r intet't'sts, one of
tht·s•! h··ill].! tilt' ~< lt·t'l whifllt•-tn•c pluut lucntcc.l at
Y pl>ilauti, 'li<·hi,.:nn, <•f whi<:h he is prcsic.lcnt, the
IJHsiiii'S" of wlii•·h ii\ the nwuufa<·tHre of a pat('lll••tl slt•c•l wlritllt•-tn•t•, ami nls•t (If a varit•ty of
prt·ss•••l st<'d :,:e)t)(\!1. Tht• waua~··t·, Sl'<'l'l'tnry and
t n•;tsu rc:r of this lar·~~· couc•t·ru is )lr. Wigle's
yuH II !.!t'St SOil.
On "•H<'h ~. l Su!l, :\Jr. Wigle was married,
11t \\'iudsur, tn ))plori1ms S. :\Iuugcr, and to this
un iou ha\'l! c·omo <·hiltlt•t•n fl!{ fol!O\\'S: Ora, born
,\pril 1, l Si O, widnw of Dr. F. A \\'i~Jc, has one
dau~htt.• r, Ora J,eal; :\[rs. Wig-le is a medical
J!rutluall• nnd now hvl<ls a t•rsponsible position
in a ln rg~ hospital in Brooklyn. Lewis ·wilson,
horu SPpt. ::!:>. l Si 1. is a prosperous dental surr.:rou at Dt•troit, )!ichigan; he married Vera Pearl
Hil'hat·'l"'>ll, aucl they haw a dan~hter, Heona.
L<·na .At·clen, IJorn Dec. 8, 1873, manied Oct. 29,
190:1, Arthur H. Clinton, of Detroit. Elmira
Grace wns !torn St.•pt. 3, 1815. Hinaldo Mervin,
born July 2-1, 1887, is engag('d at Ypsilanti,
)lichig"an, as pa·c\'iously mentioned.
)Jrs. llon1tio Wigle is a member of one of the
p ioneer f111nilit!s of the county. Its founder, as
f ar l>nck as traced, lo<'ated iu K entucky and was
there cnptun•d by I ndians and brought to Detroit
a t tlr(• same time as was Leonard Scrntch, who
marrit.•d )Jnry ~lunger. Joseph 1\Iungcr, grandfather of :\[ rs. ""igle, was IJorn before the family came to Colchester to,ynship, County Essex.
There he enga:;cc.l in farming, owning I,ot 18, the
Oor<', which wns later owned by the late Thomas
Clark. \\l1en ::\Ir. ::\Iungcr sold his farm in Col<'hcstcr, he removed t o Dlack Hawk County,
I owa, taking up a homestead near Janesville,
where he developed a bC'autiful property and
where he died. His wife, whose maiden name
was Sarah Girty, survived him . for several
years. His family was as follows: Charles is a
resident of Rockford, Illinois; Elizabeth manied
a l\Ir. Colstack, of Amhcrstburg, and died in
Windsor; Sarah married and moved to California, where she died i .Alexander owns and occu.
pies a farm in Black H awk County, I owa, adj oining the old 1\'fnnger homestead; Thomas Turner was the flit her of :\Irs. Wigle; John resides

n ca r Detroit, ~Iichigan; Theodore lives in Uichigan.
Thomas 'l'uruer ~[ungcr was born in 1828 in
Col<:ht.'StC'r and was a young man when the family mowd to Iowa, whet·c he resided for some
time, later removing to his present home at Toledtl, Ohio. I u Colchester he married Almira
::'.IcCormick, a c.laughtcr of :\Iatthew McCormick,
and to this union were born: Delorious S., wife
of llor·atio Wigle; William, who was accident.ally killed in Gosfield at the age of twenty-one
years; Charlotte, who mart•ied (first) Frank
IInntley and (second) Samuel Cook, and resides
at East 'l'oledo, Ohio; Arizona l\I., wife of Peter
Lovelace, of Toledo, Ohio ; Sophronia, who died
at the age of six years; Bertha, who married
George Agneau, and died at the age of twenty;
Wilhelmina, who died aged three years; Althea,
who died aged .five y ears; and l\Iark, a resident of
Toledo.
1\Ir. Wigle and family are all members of the
Hethodist Church. Fraternally he is a Mason,
identified with the lodge at L eamington.

IION. JOHN ALLAN AULD, member of
t h e Provincial Parliament, and editor and pro.
prietor of the Amherstburg Echo, is of Scotch
extraction in both paternal and maternal l ines.
William Auld, his grandfather, was born in
Scotland, and there married a l\Iiss Allan. In
1838 they came to Ontario, locating at Warwick,
County of Lambton, where he engaged in milling and farming.
There h!s wife died, and be
then retired from business activity, removing to
Hamilton, where his death occurred.
Tho
ch ildren born to them were the following:
R obert, a farmer in the County of L ambton;
William and J ohn, both deceased; 1\Iargaret,
deceased wife of William D ixon, of Hamilton;
anu Janet, who married Charles J anes, and both
are deceased.
J ohn Auld ~ <Son of William, was born in
1830, in Scotland. He carried on an extensive
milling business, in' lumber and flour, and also
operated a woolen mill, being one of the leading and progressive citizens, his usefulness being
curtailed by his death at the early age of thirtysix years, of a cold contracted on one of his
dams.
H e married Euphemia Hay, who was
born in Edinburgh, Scotland, daughter of
Thomas Hay, a • prominent member o£ the
Liberal party of the County of Lambton, having
settled there in the early thirties.
H is children were: Isabella, deceased wife of J ames
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Wilson; Janet, wife of Clark Smith; Thomas
of Kansas City, l\Iissouri; and Euphemia, wh~
married John Auld.
The children born to
John Auld and ,wife were: J .osephine, 1\frs.
Harry Bentley; 1\Iary A., Mrs. Dr. Crouter;
John A.; and William II., editor of the Essex
Ft·ee Pt·ess.
John Allan Auld was born J une 22, 1853, at
Warwick, County of Lambton. His literary education was commenced in the old grammar
school at Strathroy, and has been continued,
until the present day, in the school of human
life and experience. At the age .of thirteen
years he began to learn the printing trade in
the office of the Strathroy D·ispatch, and was
with lion. C. H. Mackintosh, at one time governor of the Northwest Territory.
There he
remained until eighteen years old, when he went
to Toronto for a short time, after which he
spent three years at St. Catharines, and on Oct.
30, 1874, he came to Amherstburg. In partnership with W. D. Balfour, he established the
Amherstburg Echo, which was later organized
i.!lto a stock company, On Aug. 23, 1896, Mr.
Balfour died, and since that time 1vir. Auld has
managed the paper.
He succeeded him in
Parliament in 1896 and was re-elected in 1898,
and again in 1902. He was for several years
Chairman of the Printing Committee of the
Ontario Assembly.
Since coming to Amherstburg Mr. Auld has
taken a very active part in politics, and has
championed the views of the Liberal party. He
was a member of •the public school boar$i eight
years, and of the town council thirteen years,
druing twelve years of the period being reeve
of the town. For twelve years he was a member of the Essex county council, and for the
year 1890 he was warden of the county.
In 1878 1\fr. Auld was united in marriage to
Anna Hamilton, daughter of the late James
Hamilton, of Her Majesty's Customs at Amherstburg, one of the old families of the locality.
Three children have been born to this union,
namely: Josephine, wife of Dr. French,
of Amherstburg, who has ·one son, Charles;
John Allan, Jr., of the Echo office; and IsaFraternally M:r. Auld is probella, at home.
minent in the A.F. & A.M. ; the A.O.U.W. ; the
K.O.T.l\f.; the I.O.O.F. ; and the Woodmen of
He is a man of influence in his
the World.
locality, a fearless advocate of what he believes
to be right, and a willing promoter of movements
which promise to be of substantial benefit to hi~

town and county. His record in Parliamen
is that of a judicious and able statesman, and
he is held in the highest esteem.
.
GORE ATKIN, one of the pioneers of the
County of Essex, and a much-esteemed citizerl
of ~mher~tburg, is of English extraction, hi~
fam1ly fteemg to Ireland during the administration of Oliver Cromwell.
The first member of this family of whom
there is authentic record was Gore Atkin, our
suJ;>ject 's grandfather, who was born in Ireland,
·where he died in 1786. He married Elizabeth
Green, who was born in Ireland in 1754, and
died in 1839. He was a man of prominence in
Ireland, serving as sheriff of County Wexford,
and became widely known. After his death his
widow married J ohn Atkin, of the same name,
but no relation. The children of the first marriage were: ·walter; Samuel, who located in the
County of Leeds, Ont., where he obtained government land, first following farming, later lumbering; 1\lary, who married Rev. William Douglas, and died in Ireland; and Eliza, who died
unmarried, in County \Vexford, where she owned
much property.
VIalter Atkin, son of Gore, was the father of
our subject. He was born in 1780, in County
Wexford, Ireland, and was educated in Dublin.
He owned a farm in Ireland upon which he resided with his family. His wife, who bore the
maiden name of Jane Osborn, was born in
County Dublin about 1784.
In 1817 Walter
Atkin and family came to Ontario, locating in
Elizabeth township, County Leeds, where they
lived for nineteen years. They then removed to
Chicago, which was then a city of about 7,000,
and settled on a claim in the western outskirts,
but a few years later they returned to Canada,
and located in Malden township, on Lot 88, Concession 8, our subject now being the owner of
that property. Here Walter Atkin died in 1863,
his wife having passed away in 1839. In politics he was a Conservative, and during his residence in County Leeds was a justice of the peace
and was tendered Parliamentary honors by his
party, but declined. In religious belief Mr. and
Mrs. Atkin were Methodists. Their children
were : Samuel, deceased, a farmer · in Malden ;
Walter and Richard, both deceased, also farmers; Gore; "William, deceased, a farmer; Eliza,
deceased, who married Rev. 'William B. Rowe, a
Baptist minister in Michigan; and Mary, de-
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who marri,•u the late Dt>nnis Lane, of

Gosfirld South.
Gore Atkin wns uorn O<.>t. H, 1821, in the
County oi Leeds. On his return, with his father,
!rom Illinois, he engaged in fa1·ming on the
homestead pla<.>e, and remained undet· the parental roof until twE>nty-four years of age, when
be settled a tract of wild land in the north part
of Lot 88, Concession 8, )!alden township. This
was a hca\'ily timbered tract, and with much
bard work he cleared it and turned it into valuable arable fanns. Later he added other tractS
until he now owns 191 acres, all of it situated
in :'\[alden township, and all valuable and desirable property. ~Ir. Atkin continued to farm
until .April, 1891, when he settled in Amherstburl!. In politics he is a Liberal, and has occupied a prominent position in county politics.
From 186-t to 1871 he was a reeve for :Malden,
aud in 18()8 was county warden. ne was tendered Parliamentary honors in 1875, but poor
ht>alth C<'lused him to decline, although eminently
fitted to fill the responsible position.
On Nov. 5, 1845, ~Ir. Atkin was married to
)[iss Hannah Lypps, who was born in Colchester
South, March 22, 1824, and to this union have
been born these children: (1) ){alvina is a resident of Detroit. (2) George, also of Detroit,
married Annie l\IcGee, and their children are
Charles, Francis Gore, Horace, Robert Cink
(who married Lillian Imerson) 1 1\fark, Ethel,
Grace and Hannah. (3) Adeline married Francis S. Beach, of the County of Middlesex, and·
has three children, Francis (who married Margar et Miller and has one daughter, Doris Madeline), Kate and Harry. .(4) Walter married
Sarah A. McCormick, and their children are
Mabel (who married Leonard Eede, and has
three children, Byron Edmund, Ruby and Madeline); Gore (who married Alice Hutchins),
Grace and Ellis. (5) Annie married Alexander
E. :McGee, and her children are Allan F., Arthur
W., John S. (who married Flossie Burdick),
Mary M., Margaret A. (who married Herbert
Parks, and has two daughters, Marjorie and
Helen), Lucy M. and Thomas Atkin. (6) Isabel, and (7) J ohn, are both deceased. (8) Emma
married Lawrence W. Shepley, a farmer in
Maidstone, and their children are Beulah, Joseph
Gore, Evelyn, Addie and Gladys. (9) Robert, a
farmer in 1\falden township, married Ellen I . McGee, and has children, Maurice, Frederick, \Valter, Kate, Ina and Annie. (10) Lucy lives with
her parents. (11) Wellington is unmarried and

lives in )[alden. (12) Gore Edgar married Althea Bratt, in Malden, and their children are
George D. and Ray and l\'Iay, twins. Doth Mr.
and 1\[rs. .Atkin are consistent members of the
Methodist Church, and are among the most
highly respected citizens of Amherstburg.
TECU~'ISEH K. HOLMES, M. D.
The
IIolmes family, of which the Doctor is a worthy
representative, has been identified with the
County of Kent for more than a century. The
first of the family of whom definite records are
available was Hugh Holmes, his grandfather,
who was born in Ireland, and became a resident
of Ontario in 1780. He was a roan of high literary attainments, and for several years was a
t eacher in an academy at Sandwich. About the
year 1795 he purchased Lot 23, 1st Concession,
in Harwich township, County of Kent, and con."
ducted the farm in conjunction with attending
to his duties as teacher. On the farm his seven
children were born, four sons and three daughters. John, Hands, Daniel and Abraham, were
the sons, and Daniel was in the war of 1812, and
was wounded at the battle of Lundy's Lane.
Abraham Holmes, the Doctor's father, was
born May 13, 1797. He was a farmer at Kent
Bridge, where he lived until 1872, when he left·
the farm and lived in Chatham with his son, the
Doctor, until his death, in F ebruary, 1890. In
1825 he married Jane Gibson, who was born in
1807, daughter of John Gibson, of Salem, Mass.;
her grandfather commanded the force wh-ich
capture,d Burgoyne 's army in 1777. To Abraham Holmes and his wife the following family
was born: Hands Irwin, Hugh Hamilton, James
Alexander, Thomas, Mary J ane, Sarah and Tecumseh Kingsley, the last named and James
Alexander being the only survivors.
Dr Holmes was born Jan. 17, 1839, in the
County of Lambton, Ont., but while he was still
very young his father settled on his fart:n at
Kent Bridge, and he received his education at
the public schools of Kent and taught in that
county for five years. In 1864 he entered the
medical department of the University of Michigan, but after one year entered the Long I sland
CoUege Hospital, at Brooklyn, N.Y., from which
he was graduated in 1865, with the degree of
M.D. lie then entered the College of Physiciansand Surgeons of New York City, and was graduated from that institution in 1866, with the degree of 1\LD. Dr. Holmes then returned to Canada and completed his medical studies in Victoria.

CO!.fME:MORATIVE DIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

79

yc~-r~-:-~-:t

University, Toronto, from which he secured thP
Juc.lge Bell passed his cady
degree of M.D. in 1867. Immediately after and attended the public school there, anti suigraduating at Toronto Dr. Holmes located in seqncntly the grammar school in the City f
Chatham, where for thirty-seven years he h~s London. For some years he engaged in t t>ac been in continuous practice. He has been con- ing, using his spare time to further perfect hls
n ected with many medical organizations, being own knowleuge. His legal studies were pursudd
ex-president of the Canadian Medical Assoeia- in the office of the late Judge John Wilson, ~f
tion, and ex-president of the Chatham :Jicdical London, Ont., and in 1866 he was called to tHe
and Surgical Society, and corresponding member Bar. He practiced successfully in Chatham and
of the Toronto Pathological Society. Dr. Holmes Strathroy. Judge Wells, at that time, was .Judge
is prominent in business circles as well, being of the County Court of Kent, and upon his rep resident of the T. H. Taylor Co., of Chatham; signation Judge Dell was, on Oct. 2, 1878, apdirector in the Chatham Loan & Savings Co.; pointed his successor. He was then the youngest
and director in the Traders Fire Insurance Co. Judge on the Ontario Bench. In 1887 he was
of Toronto.
appointed revising officer under the Dominion
The marriage of Dr. Holmes took place in Electoral Franchise Act, for Bothwell. In 1901
1873, to Miss l\Iary E. Taylor, of Chatham, h11 received the appointment of local master of
daughter of 'l'homas H. Taylor, of that city. the Supreme Court, to succeed the late C. J.
· Mrs. Holmes was born in 1849, and was educated 0 'Neill. Since its foundation, in 1881, he has
in the Chatham public schools and IIelmeeth been president of the Chatham Loan and Savings
College, London, Ont., from which latter institu- Company. ·From 1886 to 1900 he was chairman
tion she was graduated in 1871. Four children of the Chatham Collegiate Institute Board, when
have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Holmes, namely: he declined a further re-appointment.
Garnet Wolsley, M.D.; Kingsley, l\f.D.; Edith
In 1874 Judge Bell was united in marriage
:Melville and Shirley Morell.
Dr. Garnet W. ,,·ith Elizabeth Cameron, eld est daughter of 1\falH olmes secured the degree of M.D. from the To- colm Cameron, of Lobo. They are both adherronto University in 1898, after which he took a cnts of the Presbyterian Church, and are equally
special course of two years in Vienna, and Lon- interested in its good work.
don, England, and is now a specialist in diseases
of the eye, ear, nose and throat in Chatham, Ont.
JOHN ALEXANDER ASKIN, now living
Dr. Kingsley Holmes received the degree of M.B.
retired,
was for a period of fourteen y ears
from the Toronto University in 1903 and then
registrar
of deeds for the County of Essex, a
entered the Johns Hopkins Hospital, where he
pursued post-graduate work until 1904, when he position formerly filled by his father, and now
was appointed on the resident staff of the ::\ew by his son. 1\fr. Askin is descended from an old
Irish family, and the first of the family of whom
York City Hospital.
authentic data have been secured was John
Dr. Holmes is one of the oldest physicians
Askin, his grandfather.
of Chatham, and his success in both professional
· John Askin was born in Ireland about 1750,
and business lines is due to his own determined
and
in . early manhood came to Detroit, 1\Iichiefforts to win in whatever he undertakes.
gan, where he was engaged as a merchant, and
where he later became the owner of the "Brush
.ARCHIBALD BELL, Judge of the County Farm." This he exchanged for property in the
Court of K ent, was born at Toronto, Ont., Nov. County of Essex, about one mile from \Valker16, 1840, third son of the late Archibald Dell, ville. Iris death took place in 1826. To him
Sr., and his wife, Agnes Hood.
and wife, Archange (Bart) .Askin, were born
.Archibald Bell, Sr., and his wife were natives these· children: Alice, who married Joshua
of Paisley, Scotland. In 1832 he emigrated to Brush; Theresa, who married Col. .Alexander
Canada,· ultimately settling in Lobo, County of McKee, for many years at the head of Indian
Middlesex, where he engaged in farming. He affairs in Ontario; Archange, who married Mr.
was devoted to his family, and made every effort Meredith; IIelen, who married Richard Patterto prepare his children well for their various son, an early: merchant at Windsor and Sandcareers. He died in December, 1887, in his wich; John, Jr., who engaged in merchandising
seventy-ninth year.
at " Tindsor, Sandwich and at l\fackinaw;
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Charlt'S, who fot· some time fillt•d the position
known ns '' clt>t·k of the lll'll('e''; and James, fath('r of John ..\ . A~ki n.
,JiJmes Askin was born in Detroit, in 1i88,
nnd died in 18G:l. Ue wns n colouel of militia
in Sandwich for some )'l'ars, and for a protracted
period. until 1858, wns rrgistrnr of deeds, being
succeeded, a~ noted aboYe, by his son and grandson. James Askin marri<'d Franc<!s l\farrentette,
daught<'r of Dominick )[arrcntette, an early settler in the County of Es.c;cx. The following children were born to this mal'riagc: John Alexander; Archange :\fnry, who married H enry Ronaids, of Chatham, both deceased; Charles, killed
during the rclwllion of 1837; James,_who made
a home in Australia; )[iss Theresa, residing with
her sistet·, Alice, ou the old Askin homestead;
F.ll<'n, who uied unmarried i l\largaret Jane,
widow of Edward Skae; and )!iss Alice, living

at home.
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J ohn Alexander Askin was born ~larch 7,
1817, at Pike's Creek, County of Essex, and hi~
education was obtained in the schools of Windsor and Sandwich. "'hen fourteen years of age,
he began clerking for the general mercantile
firm of Vorhoeff & Jaspel'son, on Lot 87, at
Windsor. His salary was thirty dollars a year,
including b oard, this being increased to sixty
dollars for the second year, and one hundred
and twenty dollars the third year, he being enentrusted the last year with the firm's
busines.'> at Sandwich. In 1834 he went
to ~Mon roe, where he was engaged for a time in
a clerical position, but he then r eturned to Sandwich, and was appointed deputy registrar of
deeds, and in 1858 be was appointed r egistrar
of deeds for the County of Essex, and he filled
the office satisfactorily until succeeded by his
son in 1872.
Mr. Askin then engaged in the manufacture
of vinegar for a number of years, and built a
factory on his farm. This was destroyed by
fire in 1876. For some time after the burning of
his factory, be acted as a conveyancer, and in
1898 he retired from activity and settled at
Windsor.
l\Ir. Askin has been twice married. His first
wife· was Mary Navarre, of Monroe, Mich., by
whom be had two children, both of them deceased. In 1847 1\fr. Askin married Miss Melina
Matilda McCloskey, and these children have been
born to them : J. Wallace, registrar of deeds,
whose sketch appears elsewhere; Annie, widow

of J. C. Daby ; Henry, of Windsor ; John F., of
Hamilton; and Charles '1'., of Windsor. Mr.
Askin is widely known in the County of Essex
and has been identified with much of its growth
and development. He has had the satisfaction
of seeing a fine family grow up around him to
respected maturity and lives of usefulness, and
the evening of life is made pleasant by the

friendship and companionship of old acquaint·
ances, and the affectionate ministrations of
kind red.
:\I rs. Askin was born in D etroit, Feb. 12,
1827, daughter of Jam~s and Susan (Godfrey)
McCloskey, the latter a daughter of Col. Godfrey, a colonel in the militia in the War of 1812,
who died in Monroe, 1\Iich., in 1863, at the age
of seventy-five years. James McCloskey, who was
paymaster in the militia in the War of 1812, died
on his way home from \Vashington, District of
Columbia. lie bad the following children: Eliza.
beth, Susan, Caroline, ~'Irs. Askin, H enry and
James, all of whom except Mrs. Askin and James
are dead.

DR. JAMES BRIEN, physician and mayor
of E ssex, was born in H oward, County of Kent,
Feb. 4, 1848, son of Henry and Christina Brien,
who were born in County Fermanagh, Ireland,
and there married, coming to Canada in 1846.
'l'hey settled in Howard, north of Ridgetown,
where the father purchased wild land, clearing
up a home. 'l' here he lived until his death, in
1890, at the age of seventy-four, his wife passing away in 1898, aged seventy-two. Religiously
they were originally members of the Church of
England, later becoming Methodists. 'fhe following children were born to them: Frank, an
architect of W indsor, married Elizabeth Green,
now deceased, and had two children, William
and Arabella; William, a farmer of H oward,
County of Kent, married Alice Scane, and had
seven children, Pearl, Joseph, Charles, H arry, ·
Frederick, George and Lillie; Mary (deceased),
married Henry Scane, of Ridgetown, and had six
dau ghters: J ennie, Ellen, 'l'ena, Addie, Catherine and :May; Catherine, born in Howard, married John Marshall, deceased, of Ridgetown, and
had no children; Ann J., deceased, married
Thomas Sca.ne, of Ridgetown, and has one son,
Albert; Dr. James is our subj ect.
James Brien was educated in the London
grammar school, preparatory to his entering
upon his medical ~ourse in the 1\fedical College
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of Kingston in 1869, from which he was graduated in 1872. Immediately thereafter be located
in Victoria, County of Norfolk, Ont., where he
remained two years. In 1874 he went to Reed
City, Michigan, but after a few years of practice he settled in Essex, in 1876, and here enjoys
a fin.e patronage. He is a natural student, and
every minute he can find for himself is spent in
his large, well chosen and valuable library.
In 1881 Dr. Brien was 'llllited in marriage
with Addie Burdette, \vho was born Jan. 16,
1857, daughter of Rev. C. Burdette, a superannuated minister of Ridgetown, who died May 5,
1904, aged seventy-eight years and five days.
Dr. Brien purchased considerable real estate
in Essex, erected a fine house, and there he has
since made his home. In 1884 he was elected
reeve of Essex, and served three consecutive
terms; in 1886 he received the nomination of the
Liberal party and was elected M.P. (defeating
Lewis Wigle, who had represented South Essex
for twelve years), serving four years. In 1895
he was elected mayor of Essex, to which position
he was re-elected in 1902. In 1897 he was appointed collector of customs, and still holds that
important position, having proved himself a
man well fitted for his work. Both Dr. and Mrs.
Brien are members of the Methodist Church.
Politically he has always been identified with
the Liberal party, and he is a charter member
of the Odd Fellows and Foresters of Essex.
Throughout a long and very useful life Dr.
Brien has built up a good practice, firmly established himself in the confidence of the people and
proved himself an honorable and able public official, and numbers his friends by the hundreds.
RICHARD COLBECK, a general farmer
and stock raiser of Mersea township, has been
more or less identified with the farming interests
of Essex County for over thirty years. He came
to Canada from England when a young man, and
has helped to develop the resources of the fertile
Province of Ontario.
James Colbeck, father of Richard, was born
in Raithby, Lincolnshire, England, and, like his
father, John Colbeck, was a gamekeeper on thP
estate of Squire Chaplin. The name was originally spelled Coulbeck, but of late years the
"u" has been dropped. James Colbeck passed
his entire life in England, where he died at the
age of eighty. He and his wife were both members of the Church of England. He married
Elizabeth Gainsborough, who was born in Caw6
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thorp, daughter of J ohn and :Mildred (Pridgeon) Gainsborough, and descended from the famous Duke of Gainsborough. She lived to be
eighty years of age, and was the mother of
twelve children, as follows: Anne, who is the
widow of John Kitchen; Rebecca (deceased) ,
who married Benjamin Baumber; John, who
lives in Bradford, Ont.; James, who lives in
Gladwin, Michigan; Charlotte (deceased), who
married Joseph Burkett, and lived in England;
Joseph, who was a soldier in the Union army
during the Civil war; William, who lives in
Lambton County, Ont. ; Elizabeth, who married
Rob('rt Fletcher, and lives in England; Thomas,
who livt>s in Vancouver, B.C.; Richard, who is
mentioned below; and two children who died in
infancy.
Richard Colbeck was born Nov. 5, 1843, in
Tathwell, Lincolnshire, England, and there grew
up, attending the parish school, and working on
the farm of Squire Chaplin, where his father "ivas
gamekeeper. Later he was employed about the
horses in the hunting stables of the P.state, and
when he was sixteen became groom and driver
for a clergyman of the Church of England.
After five years in that place he returned to
his old home, where he served the widow· of
Squire Chaplin in the capacity of butler until
l B65, when he left England for Canada. He
sailed from Liverpool on the Allan Line steamship "Hibernian, " and landed at Quebec. He
came first to Brantford, Ont., and for five years
was employed on the Grand River, at a salary
o.f'$150 a year. In 1871 he came to Essex: County,
locating at Sturgeon Creek, in Mersea township,
where he rented 200 acres of the Jackson farm,
which he and his brother Thomas operated in
partnership for a year. At the end of that time
he bought his brother's interest, and carried on
t:he farm independently for four years. He then
bought his present farm of fifty acres, on the
Bevel line, on which he built a frame house,
cleared the land, and brought it· under cultivation. After a time he rented this farm, and returned for a while to the Jackson farm, later going to Detroit, Michigan, where he was employed
as a gardener by Ron. W. K. Anderson, on his .
place at Grosse Point. There he remained until
1892, when lle returned to Mersea township, and
bas since been engaged in farming and stockraising in partnership with his son-in-law, R.obert Burkett.
In 1871 Mr. Colbeck married, at Kingsville,
Ellen, daughter of John and Isabella (Robin-
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J ;tt·k,.,•n. Tim··· t·hiJ,J n ·n wrrt' born to this
uuiou, n.; f oll•lWS : ,Johu I lownnl. who died when
two Wt•t•ks <•hl; Anw!ia ~far:;:u·d, who married
Hoht·l·t Burkt·t t: m11l Frh lt·rit·k \\"illiam, who
•li••d in Juut>, l!H):!, in CuloraJo, from the effects
of Jun!! t1·uul.lt-. :'\Ire;. Colbe<.'k died Dec. 17,
1!Ill], antl is bn ri••tl in Lake Yj,.,,. remctery. Like
ht•r hu:-h:uttl nn• 1 da ug:hh·r, l'h•! wns a mrmber of
tho• Churc·h of En):lautl. :\(r. Colbeck is a man
of tlnrnt•st i<' hnuits. fon <l of his home and family.
In }lis busint·ss tlt•ulingi he is noted for his hont·sty nml upri;..:htn<·ss of character. In politics
lw is a Coust•rvntin•.
l: cJuEr:T HrHKt:-rT, who marricu .:\m(.>lia :\lar:;rnrrt, tlauJ,rhtt•r of Hi<'hard Colbeck, was born
in Con•rnhnrn. Linrolushin>, England, )lay 22,
l $G-~ , son of .Jo:wph aud Charlotte (Colbeck)
Burkt>tt. lie attended the parish school, and,
his fnthr r bt•in.~; a prMpl'rous land holder, remnin.~J at home until he reached his majority.
lie came to Am~ri<'n in 1385, sailing from Liverp()(ll and lnllllin~r in :!\cw York, whence he went
to )lit:hi~llll, wh('rc he h•arned the trade of
paintc•r, whi<·h he followed tht>rc until1898. He
thrn ('lllnc to )Jersca town&hip, where he has
since b."'l'n en~ngru in farming nnd stock-raising,
t('sillin~ on the Colbeck fann with his father-inlaw. I n pvlitics he iR independent. He is a
member of the :\fethodist Church, and fraternnlly belon1-os to. the I.O.F. He married Amelia
Marj!arct Colbeck in 1895, and they have one
child, Rosa Ella.

!'MI )

JOII~ JACKSO~.

in his lifetime one of the
land ownerR and best known ngriculturists
of l\Iersea township, was an early settler of Essex
County. He travelled over the ·entire section
when it was still in it'3 primitive state, and he
knew of his own personal knowledge the toil and
lllldnrnnce that were the price of the fertile and
impr·owd fields of to-day. His last home was
located on Concession 1, where he died.
On Mny 2-1, 1827, l\Ir. Jackson married, in
:::linnott township, Isabella Robinson. Their children were: Ann, born July 15, 1829, married
(first) William Wilkinson, and (second) Robert
Allison; .M ary (deceased), born Aug. 17, 1832,
was Mrs. Parsons; Jane, born March 10, 1834,
married John Campbell (deceased); l\Iargaret,
born May 22, 1835, married Thomas Newcomb,
and lives in San Jose, California; Hannah (deceased), born Oct. 3, 1837, married J ohn Newcomb; Isabella, born April 1, 1840, married
Benjamin Noble, of 11'I ersea township; John, born
lar~e

j
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Dec. 3, 1841, is deceased: Ephraim, born Aug.
20, I SH, resides in Walkerville; Ellen, born
Sept. 1, 1850, married Richard Colbeck, mentioned in the foregoing sketch.
Por several years l\Ir. Jackson kept a diary,
and a part of it, r elating to his.experiences in locating in this section, is here appended:
Account in substance of his travels in the
western district of Ontario: "I started in July,
1834, after having lived in the township of Smith
about fifteen years, with a vie'v to see the western country, intending to settle in it, if it should
answer my expectations. Reaching Coburg, myself and fellow-travellers were detained about
two weeks, and then started for Toronto, by
steamer, Capt. Lealand in charge. After remaining there eight or nine days, we went on
board of the Canadian steam packet bound for
Niagara, leaving alxmt 7 o'clock in the morning,
and arriving after noon, whereupon we engaged
a wagon for Chippawa, reaching there after
dark. The next day we went on board the
Thames steamer, under Capt. Van Allen, for
Port Stanley, which we made after two days,
touching at Buffalo and some other places on the
way. \Ve next took a wagon for St. Thomas, a
distance of nine miles.
"Thinking it was about time I should see a.
little of the country, I made a little inquiry for
land, and was informed that there was lots of
land about London, about twenty-eight miles
from St. Thomas, but when I got there it fell far
short of the description. Nevertheless I got a
view of the country, which is very fine, but appeared to me as frosty as the country 'I had left,
so I returned without finding anything to my
mind.
"SEPTEMBER.- I now started for the west,
and travelled up the lake side about sixty miles, as
far as the Rondeau, visiting a great many farms
without any satisfaction, as the country is very
badly watered, and I had good reason to conclude not healthy, there being much complaint
of bloody murrain amongst cattle, although
there is a great deal of good land. After going
a short way in the township of Raleigh, I went
north about eighteen miles to Chatham, a. small
village on the river Thames, Point Aux: Pines,
which is in a noble surrounding, six or eight
miles above the town, low and very fertile land
abounding with frnit. Here I met with Van
Allen, who informed me that he owned a farm
of 100 acres, with about thirty cleared, lying
on the river, which he would sell for $600; so
I
i

I

I
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - ------ --·---·--he sent a man to show it, but when we got there,
it also fell far short of the description. I then
traveled along up the river about twenty miles
to the :Moravian village, where I got onto a
track that brought me out at the Clear creek,
on Lake Erie, and I came down again to St.
Thomas.
"OCTOBER.-As we were in very uncomfortable lodgings, I tried all around for a houst',
but to no purpose. I was not very satisficu
with this part of the country. 1'aking into account the very low prices of produce, and the
many inconveniences, I was almost led to conclude that a man might do a great deal bt'tter
in the farming line about Toronto, say within
about thirty miles of it. Having learned something of the price of land about that distancP.
on my way up, having gone out to see ~Ir.
Craven, and having some conversation one day
with a Mr. Crystler, a merchant, I was expressing myself after this manner, when he told
me of several lots he had to sell in the neighborhood, but if I wished to go to that part of
the country, he had land down there also, he
would sell to me. It is 200 acres in the township of Albion, situated so and so, which I considered he offered at half its value, if the land
was worth anything. I determined to go to
see it. Accordingly I started for the river
'Thames, a boat being ready to start that day
for Chippawa, and we were soon at our destinat ion. I pursued my journey out to Albion to
have a view of my great bargain, but to my
astonishment when I beheld that part of the
township, I would not have lived in it for half
of the township. I again visited Craven, whom
I found very kind, and other neighbors, who
seemed very desirous to get me to settle among
them, but to no avail, and I returned home or
to my family, having no home. After I got back
again to the Chippawa, the boat that I expected
was gone up the lake, and no other being expected short of a week I decided to go up the
country on foot, a distance of not less than 200
miles, which I accordingly accomplished in about
a week, much tired and perplexed. On my way
I engaged with a Quaker, a house about eighteen
miles east of St. Thomas, where we stayed .about
two months, during which time I got acquainted
with a brother of his, who owned 400 acres of
land in the township of Chatham, which he had
never seen, and which he wanted to sell at one
dollar per acre. As the government price was
three dollars per acre, I thought this might be
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worth ntt<'nlion. .\ftrr a little n·st I started
off n::ain for Chatham, a11<.l ll<'fon! I got sati"ified
of thi~, it <'ONt tnc about fonrtC'rn duys and ri~ht
or h•n dull a t-s, so I came l>ack another road
tlu·ou~h the c:ountrr home a:;!ain without any
satisfaction. 'l'his is a very bntlly watered part
of thr countt·y, and very low.
":'\u\·E~IIIEP..-Aftt'r this I lx-camc a little
mor() wary, and confined my inquiries and obsc:>rnttions a little more to the Lake Shore, as
it is the only part of the Province that affords
climate fot· the fruits of the earth to come to
pt'rfection ; generally inland they ure all injured
by the fro.-;1. in the fall of the year. I visited
Yarmouth wl1ich .I think affords generally as
good land as I have seen in the West, but I did
uot think it worth the price, considering the
low price of produce, wheat being worth only
half a dollar a bushel. 'Vater is scarce here too.
I tht'n went down the lake to Port Dun~ell, on
the other creek, township of Houghton and
"'alsingham, and r<>turned again; but was not
fully satisfied, and a short. time after I paid
another visit to Walsin~ham, in front of which
is a spacious bay, which from information affords one of the fi nest harbors on Lake Erie.
'The land along the lake is excellent, and as
there is several lots for sale on the Jake I determined to make a st>ttlement in that township.
Several fine streams empty into the lake along
this shore, and a great deal of fish is caught in
the season. I look upon the place as possessing
as many privileges as any part of the western
country that I have seen.
"DECEMDER.-After making some inquiries I
found a bouse that we could have for the winter, or till we could suit ourselves with a lot. I
therefore got the family down to Walsingham
in December, all in good health and high spirits
through the good hand of our God upon us.
Praise IIis Holy Name I
"It is now ~arch 26th, and we still remain
at "·alsingham, having passed a very moderate
winter, without having been able to make a
settlt'ment. The winter had been quite open,
only about one wet'k sleighing, yet this, I am
led to believe, is not the ordinary weather for
the season. The wheat, on account of the
changes of weather, looked bad. In the latter
part of March I started again for the West with
a view of going as far as Sandwich, by Amherstburg, and if without success, to see the St.
Clair. I traveled up the lake to Port Burwell,
on the 'Otter,' and then to Port Stanley, on the
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little crN·k, past Col. Tnlhnt's to the township
of Hollllll'Y, to !\l't• a l•lt lu•lonf:ing to Col. Dur"'<•11, on the lnkt> !ihor·e, whieh did not please. I
wrut on to the next township, )fersea, in which
are n go,lJ many En~lishmeu. The Main street
of this township !!ave wry little encouragement,
but llC:\'t•r·thelt•!-;;; I mu:;t :-<((lp and have a little
t;\lk with tlu~ old countr~·men, whom I found
very kind, nntl wns rrl'ommrndrd to many a
!!nor! lot. S4llne of which I went to see, one in
parti<•ular, the owner living in Sandwich, I went
to S<'e, taking a view of the country, and making
eYrry inquiry by thr way. \Ye could not agree,
but he ((,!d me of n lot his brothrr owned in the
same township, about a mile from the lake,
whkh I thou~ht proprr to llavc a look at. I
truwl,·d bnek n~ain about thirty miles after a
look nt it. nr11l was informed of another l0t,
owned hy Joseph \Yood, Esq., which laid along~id·~ Clf it with n good stream of water running
through it. I thought these two lots an object,
containing altogethl·r 400 acres, which after
tran·linl! three or four times to Sandwich, I
snccecdcu in purchasing for $850. I went right
to work about the 16th day of :May, but could
(•ffcct but little, having as much as three miles
to trav<'l nif!ht and morning, the inconvenience
of which soon tired me, and I laid plans to move
my family. On making some inquiries, I found
a man that would bring them up for $16, about
one hundred and forty miles, so I wrote my
wife. Kot being acquainted with the steamboats
running, I desired her to investigate and send
me word which way she would prefer, also whether she preferred to wait for a boat or to hire
. a wagon herseLf, or for me to do it. As it was
very early in the season, the boats had not commenced regular trips, and as she could scarcely
~et a wagon at any price, she thought it best
for me to hire one and come down myself. Dut
I could not see the use of my going, and I engaged the man £or $16. lie started on a Friday,
and my expectations were that in the course of
a week I would have my family with me, but I
was greatly disappointed, as on Saturday thP
man returned, having met with discouragin·~
accounts of the roads after traveling about
thirty miles. I was now at a loss what to do,
as I had not written my wife any accounts of
this engagement. However, in the midst of my
perplexity, I was very agreeably surprised ou
the day following (Sabbath) when the family
arrived at the house where I stopped, all in
good health. They came by a boat to Amherst-
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burg, and tht·nce in a wagon. . After a little
tro·able we got our house raised, and thought
ourselves very comfortable after our little traveling. In the fall of the same year we had an
increase of family, a daughter. There was considerable fever and ague in the country about
this time. In the spring of 1836 I engaged
Josepli Iveson to work on shares for five years,
had a yoke of good oxen and four cows, and
raised a little tobacco, corn and potatoes. This
bargain did not stand long, as after working
about two years of his time, he got married, and
we were obliged to part after an arbitration.
Again we found ourselves alone, but managed
to get along quite comfortably. In the spring
of 1841, I engaged a chopper by the name or
Francis Ives."
PETER CONOVER, one of the oldest residents of Mersea township, County of Essex, and
a man most highly respected by a large circle of
friends, was born in Toronto township, County
of York, Dec. 22, 1822, son of Garrett and Sarah
(K enny) Conover. He was one of a family of
eight children born to his parents, four of whom
survive : Lucinda, widow of H. Truefoot, of Illinois ; Garrett, of Newaygo County, Michigan;
Samuel, of Erindale, Toronto; and Peter, John,
James and David are deceased.
The Conover family belonged to the United
Empire Loyalists. Garrett Conover, Sr., was
born in the State of Pennsylvania, and came on
the paternal side of the family from Irish ancestors ; the ancestral home of the Kenny family
was located at Dublin, though they came to Canada from Pennsylvania, Americans. Garrett and
Sarah (Kenny) Conover, the latter also born in
the United States, were married in Pennsylvania,
and soon thereafter came, with his father, Samuel, and his family, to Muddy York, Ont., now
Toronto. Garrett Conover was a veteran of the
\var of 1812, and left the States as a British subject. He bought land in Toronto from the Government. At this early day there were no railroads in Canada, and not until later were any of
the now numerous mines in operation, from
\vhich was to come the ore to make r ails. In
1850 the family migrated with teams to the
County of Essex, where the present Peter Conover homestead, now known as Sea Cliff and
Park Farm, was purchased. This beautiful property, overlooking the lake shore, comprised 170
acres, of which 20 acres were developed by :Mr.
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Conover into a park, to which many people
come during the summer. So popular has it become that the Michigan Central Railroad Company built a station at this point, calling it Sea
Cliff Park, and M:r. Conover tendered the park
to the City of Leamington, provided sufficient
money was appropriated for its maintenance.
The municipality failed to avail itself of this
most generous offer, and Mr. Conover was
obliged to close what might have been secured
as a public park to the people of the locality.
The natural and developed advantages of the
place combine to make it one of the most beautiful estates in the section. Mr. Conover had a
large p each orchard on the place, covering eight
acres, which was destroyed by the severe winter
of 1895.
Peter Conover was educated at Toronto, and
when he was twenty-two years of age embarked
in the study of medicine, under an excellent
physician, Mr. Ross, at Burford. Circumstances,
however, arose which forced him to change his
plans, and as he did not f eel that to be his calling he relinquished the profession and engaged
in agricultural pursuits. Later the father, Garrett Conover, when malting provision for his
children, gave Peter his share of the estate in Toronto real estate, but the latter never resided in
that city after leaving it, early in life. He had
learned the carpenter's irade, and in 1857 was
engaged to help build the Point Pelee lighthouse,
a piece of work which has received many high
commendations.
In politics 1\fr. Conover is a Conservative,
and he has served several t imes as a member
of the council, and has taken an active part in
the progress and development of the township.
For the past twenty years he has had charge of
the Point Pelee ordinance lands. I n religious
matters he is a consistent member of the Baptist
Church. Though now eighty-two years of age,
he is in excellent health, possessed of all his faculties, and able to hold his own with those
twenty years his junior.
Through a long and useful life, this venerable gentleman has upheld the highest principles of honest dealing, and has endeavored to
carry out his religious faith in his everyday life.
That he has succeeded, the many good deeds resulting from his efforts, his own kind, generous
nature, and the love and esteem in which he is
held, amply testify, and they are a great encouragement to others to emulate the many
virtues of Peter Conover of Leamington.

In October, 1848, l\'Ir. Conover was married
to 1\fatilda Kenny, of Toronto, who was born in
1826, daughter of the late Peter Kenny, and ho
died Oct. 251 1903 ; she is buried in Lake V~ew
cemetery, in Mersea township. Seven children
blessed this union, namely : Sarah L., born Sept.
15, 1849, died in 1863; Byron S., born 1\Iay 13,
1851, died the same year; Isabella A., born Jan.
31, 1853, died the same year; Forest H. C., born
Sept. 20, 1855, is mentioned below; Matilda C.,
born April ! , 1858, died in 1902; l\Ieritt D., born
Nov. 18, 1863, died in 1892; Annie B., born June
9, 1869, is the widow of William Ryall.
FoREST II. C. CoNOVER, son of Peter, was
born Sept. 20, 1855. He married Amelia R~bin
son, and they have three children : Gertrude V.,
Pearl L. and Loris C.
In May, 1881, under the Sir John A. Macdonald administration, Forest H. C. Conover was
appointed lightkeeper of the Leamington Light
Station, and he still occupies the same position,
faithful to his appointment, and diligent in hii!
duties. On Oct. 27, 1886, a terrific storm swept
Lake Erie, and the brig "W. Y. Emry" was
wrecked and the crew of seven men and two
women were clinging to the rigging at the mercy
of the storm. Mr. Conover and Thomas Robson
volunteered to go to their assistance, risking
their lives, in a fishing smack. They took off th<~
crew safely. Many other similar deeds of note
are recorded to the credit of the lightkeeper.
Mr. Conover is also a noted sportsman, and fo1•
many years devoted a large portion of his study
to nitro-compounds and other explosives, principally in the interests of the sportsman. In the
year 1894 the United States Smokeless Powder
Company, of San Francisco, engaged the influence of Mr. Conover in their interests, and he developed the trade for their brands of goods
throughout the Province, having devoted about
four years to that firm. In 1898 Mr. Conover
engaged with the E. I . Du Pont Powder Company of Wilmington, Delaware, and still remains
as the most popular trade representative in the
Dominion, visiting all the shooting tournaments
in Ontario, exemplifying the merits of the article
he advocates. He still holds the inanimate bird
championship of Ontario, won on a clean score
at Chatham, June tournament, 1902.
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REV. ALEXANDER SCRATCH (KRATZ),
a r etired minister of the Methodist Church, a
direct descendant of one of the pioneer families
of Essex County, and one of the most highly
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revered citizens of Leamington, was born in
Gosfield township, Essex, July 18, 1826, son of
H enry and Isabella (Wilkinson) Scratch.
The name of Scratch is a corruption of Kratz,
the change being of comparatively recent date.
In the old spelling it appears on historic records
as the cognomen of men who performed heroic
and humane deeds. The first of whom there is
r ecord is one Peter Kratz; who "lost his life in
the year 1759, while assisting in burying the dead ·
after a bnttle between the Romans and Protestants conceming religion.'' That is his record. Just where the battle wsts fought is not
known, but h is home was at a village some three
miles from l"rankfort-on-the-"Main, called Teutonhoofer. Of his wife nothing is known.
On Feb. 14, 1756, at Teutonhoofer, was born
Leonhard Kratz, son of the above ·mentioned
Peter. Of his early years there is no record,
but in 1776, at the age of twenty, he was a soldier in an army that came to America from Germany to help England quell the rebellion of her
Colonies. These German troops were raised by
conscription, and the regiment in which young
Leonhard served was well drilled at home, and
was commanded by Gen. Baron de Beidesel.
Bound for Q\lebcc, they landed at Portsmouth,
!{ew H ampshire, and by r einforcing Gen. Carleton were to drive back the invading Americans
from Canada. Under Gen. Burgoyne they participated in that General 's historic invasion,
which ended in his surrender of his whole army
at Saratoga, Oct. 11, 1777, to the American Gen.
Gates. The German (or H essian) contingent of
the· surrendered army was marched into the colony of Virginia, and there held prisoners 'of war
two years, one of the stipulations of the surrender being that they should take no further part
in the war. They were offered free passage
home, or the privilege of sharing with loyal
subjects of King George in grants of land. This
was in 1779, and when this offer was made public
Leonhard Kratz was absent on a furlough, visiting some friends but recently arrived from Germany. During his absence his company disbanded, some eagerly returning home. 'Whatever
· would l1ave been L eonhard's choice the time to
make it was past when he returned to headquarters and f ound that some of his comrades
had gone, and some had cast their lot with the
inhabitants of the New \\lorld. IIe, himself,
was by force of circumstances obliged to remain,
and, naturallyt he determined to avail himself of
the guaranteed land grants.

In 1779-80 many colonists left Virginia for
K entucky, and among the numerous bands was
one in which traveled the ]liunger and 'roffelmeycr families and Leonhard Kratz, the last
nam ~d being, from a previou_s knowledge of the
couutry, the guide. The I ndians were hostile
and the whites were in constant danger. In the
l\Iunger family was a daughter :Mary, between
· whom and the young guide sprang up a lasting
affection. They sought parental sanction, but
this was positively denied, as the young suitor
was a stranger-a soldier from a distant land.
The unhappy state of affairs r equired a desperate remedy, and Leonhard proved himself master
o.f the situation. Biding his time until they were
well advanced into the wilderness, he halted,
and declared he would no longer act as guide un·
less consent to h is marriage with 1\Iary ~[unger
was given. 'rhis was done, and as soon as a
properly authorized person was obtained the
marriage ceremony was performed, in the open
air, by the side of the wagons holding all their
earthly possessions. The party then proceeded
to the f ertile valley of the Licking in K entucky.
Ruddell's, a station for protection against the
Indians, was built, and the settlers made pre.
paration for the next spring 's planting. The
open enmity of the Redmen made this a most
difficult task, it being necessary to wield an axe
or a hoe with one hand while the other held a
gun. I n the spring of 1780, after t heir corn
was in, came the terrible raid of six: hundred
Indians and Canadians, the former under the
notorious Simon Girty, and the whole under
Col. Byrd. 'l' he settlers became the prey of the
Indians, the young wife of Leonhard Kratz giving birth to her first child during the excitement
of the parley at the station. H er husband, also
a prisoner, was loaded with a huge copper kettle
on his back, the marks of which he carried all
his l~fe, and, torn by his physical anguish and
his fears for his young ' vife, from whom he was
separated, his sufferings can be better imagined
than d escribed. A few hours' delay was made
owing to the mother's critical condition, and then
the women and cl1ildren were placed in boats
and carried down the river. A few even ings
later, as they unloaded to ca.inp for the night,
the young mother, her babe in her arms, staggered from weakness, and sank at the root of a
tree, and the poor baby's head struck the tree,
causing instant death. With her own hands Mrs.
Kratz hollowed out a grave, and buried her
first-born from sight. The men were marched
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across the country, and starvation almost closed
the sufferings of Leonhard Kratz, still bound to
his copper kettle. A squaw, Mona Du Quatte,
took pity on him, and slipped him food; and
years afterward he was able to repay her by
kindly care in her old age. The men prisoners
were taken to Detroit, and purchased from the
Indians by Gen. McCoombs, the price being paid
in blankets. Under kindly care of the authorities their strength returned. Mr. Kratz had nc
knowledge of his wife, but he kept constant
watch of the boats arriving with prisoners from
all over the country. At last she came, but so
bent, so emaciated, he did not recognize her
until she called him by name, and then he bore
h er in his arms like an infant to quarters where
she would be car ed for.
In 1781 Leonhard Kratz and his wife located
on Hog Island, and once again began life together, and in time a son, Peter, was born to
them. As Mr. Kratz had never been discharged
from the army, some unfriendly comments had
been made, calling him a deserter. This he de·
termined to have corrected, that his children
could bear a name untarnished. It necessitated
a. trip to Germany, which he made in 1782, se·
curing his honorable discharge, and thus forever
setting that question at rest. At the end of
eighteen months he returned to his home to find
his son, Peter, had died in his absence. Abou1
1785 they moved to Trenton, Michigan, and iv
1787 became tenants of Gen. McCoombs, on
Grosse Tie. In 1792, the Governor of Canada
h aving offered grants of land to the U. E.
Loyalists and others who had assisted Great Brit ain in the war, Leonhard Kratz and his family
again became subject to the British King. The
lot given him was No. 9, in Gosfield township,
County of Essex, Ont., containing 200 acres, and
this he exchanged with an old Gennan for Lot
:No. 2, later purchasing No. 9, thus becoming
the owner of 400 acres. The log house first
erected was replaced in 1823 by a spacious brick
home.
Leonhard Kratz was a prominent man. His
education had. been ·acquired in the Oltl World,
where he enjoyed advantages not to be obtained
in a new country. He was reared in the faith
of the Episcopal Church, and while he never
united with any other denomination he freely
gave to all, and his home was always open to
the clergy, regardless of creed. He was hospitable and generous, and the Indians often sought
favors of him, regarding him as a man of great

87

bravery and daring. Through the influence of the
first schoolmaster in Gosficld, Mc)[ut-rny by
name, who insisted that the name Kt·atz was in
reality, Scratch, and ought to be so spelled, the
change was made, Leonhard, himself, finally
submitting to it. He died at Gosfield Aug. 12,
1829. His wife died in 1840.
To Leonhard and Mary Oiunger) Kratz
were born the following children, eleven in all:
The first died as above stated; Peter died while
h is father was in Germany; Susanna, born on
H og Island, July 23, 1785, married, Feb. 9, 1802,
J ohn Wigle, and died J an. 29, 1860; Peter (2),
born at Trenton, Michigan, Nov. 29, 1786, marr ied in Colchester, May 3, 1808, Mary Wigle,
and died March 14, 1871; Isabella, born on
Grosse Ile, M:ay 18, 1788, married, at Mt. Pleas.
ant, Feb. 12, 1805, Wendel Wigle, and died May
21, 1881; Katie, born on Grosse Ile, in 1789,
married George ~'riend, and died in 1812; Mary,
born on Grosse Ile, July 26,· 1791, married
at Gosfield, Dec. 16, 1813, and died at
Jeffersonville,
Indiana, April 6, 1870;
Elizabeth, born at Gosfield, J uly 25, 1793, mar·
ried in Gosfield, l\fay 31, 1809, Charles Howard
Friend, and died in Lockland, Ohio, July 7,
1853 ; Leonard, born in Gosfield in 1795, married --Sellars, had one daughter, and died in
Ohio; Henry, born in Gosfield, April 5, 1797,
is mentioned below ; J ohn, born in Gosfield,
July 24, 1801, married in November, 1818,
Sarah M:alotte.
Henry Scratch (Kratz) was born in Gosfield
township, April 5, 1797, and his entire life was
passed in his native township. For some years
he was successfully engaged in the practice of
medicine.
In .1818 he joined the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, and in 1847 he was ordained
a Methodist minister. He was greatly beloved
in the community, and he died universally regretted, Jan. 23, 1861. In Colchester, in 1817,
he married Isabella Wilkinson, who was born
:\Iay 25, 1798, daughter of John Wilkinson, r
native of County Der ry, I reland, who came to
Malden township in 1801, and died that fall. To
Henry and Mrs. Scratch were born children as
follows: (1) Peter, born :May 6, 1818, married
Sept. 11, 1838, l\fary Lytle, who was born July
3, 1820, and died Nov. 29, 1854. Their five children were, Henry, Elizabeth, Nicholas, Thomas
and Theodore. (2) :Mary Ann, born April 3,
1820, in Gosfield, married there, Sept. 5, 1838,
Thomas Govereau, born in Amherstburg April
19, 1815. Their nine children were :Melissa,
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P eter, Hester (who died at the age of eight
years), Clarissa, Lewis, Alexander, Sylvester
(who died at the age of four years), 1\Iary and
.Arthur. (3) John, born :\larch 2, 1822, married
(first) Harriet Handnll, and (second) Sarah
\Vright, and had six children, Benjamin, Darius
Mary Ann, :\Iartha, Alexander and Sarah. (4)
William, born :\larch 20, 18~4, married Charlotte
1\IcDonald, and hnd seven children, Lucy, Viola,
!"loretta, .Almcron, Arnold, Estelle and Henry.
(5) Alexander is referred to farther on. (6)
Clarissa, born )[ay 10, 1 8~8, married June 4,
1848, Joshua .Adams, who is mentioned elsewherc, and hnd thrcc children, I sabella, Mary
and Hester. (i ) )felissa died at the age of six
years. (8) Edgerton, born July 31, 1834, marri('d )lay 12, 1854, Jane Cowan.
.Alexander Scratch (Kratz) was born July
18, 18:?6. The common schools afforded him a
substantial f oundation for his future attainmente:;, and llC enjoyed also a period of studY.
under Col. King, a noted educator of that time,
residing in what is now Kingsville. His school
days ended, he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. Reared in a Christian home, he
early gave himself to the services of his Master..
In 1871, after sixteen years as a local preacher,
he r egularly entered the ministry.
His first
charge was the Rondeau circuit in the County
of Kent, from wl1ich he was transferred to Fort
Erie, Ont., whence after two years he was sent
to Vienna, County of Elgin. Three years of
faithful labor there ended with his appointment
to Sweaburg, County of Oxford, where he remained a like period. One year more in Vienna.
and then his appointments, in order, were: Embro and Thamcsford, County of Oxford, three
years; Durham, two years; Salem, County of
Bruce, three years; Everton, County of vVellington, one year; and Mildmay, County of Bruce,
one year, thus completing forty years of faithful
and devoted work in the Lord's vineyardtwenty-four years of regularly ordained ministry, and sixteen in local preaching. Earnest
himself, he was gifted with the eloquence that
comes from true love and sincere faith, and from
an inborn knowledge of his subject. In his own
daily life he has followed, as best he knows, the
teachings of the Nazarene, and through his efforts and the force of his noble example and
self-sacrifice many have been brought to Christ.
In June, 1895, he was superannuated, and located in L eamington. There, with his beloved wife,
he is now passing the evening of his life in r est

and comfort, and although now in his seventyninth year he is still active, and ever ready when
called upon to labor in the cause he loves so
well.
In February, 1847, Rev. Alexander Scratch
was married to Ann L. Adams, who was born
in Colchester townshlp June 1, 1828. Five
children came to bless their home: ( 1) Salonis,
born Nov. 19, 1847, married Alice Jane Cowan,
who died Aug. 6, 1899. They had two children,
one now deceased, and Elmer, living. (2) !\fatthew l\f., born Aug. 8, 1849, married Eliza
French, and they have seven children, Alexander, Edmond, Lucy, Howard, Alvin, Florence
and Reneldo. (3) Edgerton, born March 17,
1851, married Jane J effries, and had nine children. ( 4) Joshua, born Aug. 29, 1853, died the
following November. (5) Priscilla Ann, borr
Aug. 3, 1856, married Joseph Craddock, and
has fourteen children living; several ar e
deceased.
:Mrs. Scratch proved hersel:f an ideal minis·
ter's wife, assisting her husband ably and energetically in his material and spiritual duties.
As a sound theologian, she was often able to
help him on difficult subjects. She has long been
an efficient Sunday-school teacher, and has often
served as superintendent of the Sunday-school.
JOSEPH DRUMMOND, the present clerk of
the township
Colchester South, is widely
known as a successful teacher, who began his
career along that line, and so continued it until
1888, a period of thirty-eight years. He was
born at Crieff, Perthshire, Scotland, May 15~
1827, son of J ames and Margaret (Forbes)
Drummond, who passed their lives in Scotland,
where tM former was a stage driver. Both parents died of typhus fever in February, 1848, the
father aged seventy-two and the mother sixtysix. Their children were: J ohn, who died in
Scotland, aged twenty-seven; Mary, who died in
Scotland at the age of eight; and Joseph. 'rhey
were all members of the Established Church of
Scotland.
J oseph Drummond was educated in the
schools of Dunkeld, but at the age of fourteen
years he went to Perth, and entered the office of
an attorney, remaining six years, four as a
writer 's clerk, and two as cashier's clerk. From
that time until 1849 he served as clerk in several
offices, chiefly in the Scottish Central Railroad.
In 1849 he sailed from Glasgow in the schooner
"Ailsa Craig," and in due time landed at New
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York, ·coming soon thereafter t o the County of
Essex, Ont. In 1850 he secured a school in Colchester South, and for the following thirtyeight years, except one year when he was ill, he
taught in this county, and the greater portion
of the time in Colchester South, and also in
Kingsville and 1\ialden. The las.t eight years
were spent in the turnpike school in the W(!hh
settlement, in Colchester North. Many men in
the township to-day, who are fathers, and even
grandfathers, went to school when 1\fr. Dnlmmond was teaching, and they often express the
wish that their children had as good instruction
as they received. Tp him, perhaps, more than to
any other one man, is due the high standard of
the township schools. He was to his pupils n
guide, not only in the paths of learning, but in
those of high morality and right living.
I n 1852 l\fr. Drummond married Lucy F er.
riss, a daughter of Isaac and Lucy (Wright)
Ferriss. Their children were: (1) Janet ma!'·
ried Alanson Scratch, of Kingsville, and had a
daughter, Linnie, now teaching in the Woodstock Collegiate Institute. (2) Melville, a farmer
of Colchester South, married (£rst) Adelaid~
Buchanan, and had a daughter, Josephine; he
married (second) Lucy Bailey, of Malden, anJ
they have four children: Josie, Carey, Izetta and
Hazel. (3) Maggie, widow of Claude Shepley,
lives at Leamington; she has two sons, Joseph
and Earl. ( 4) James, who is in the livery business at Harrow, married Bertha Best, and hM
four children : Lorain, Joseph, Madeline and
Douglas. (5) Wilhelmina married I. E. Webster, a commercial traveler of Harrow, and has
one daughter, Vida. (6) Carey Everard ownq
the Drummond House in Harrow; he married
Maggie II. Ranft, and has two children : Robina,
and Edwin. (7) Abner died in infancy.
In addition to teaching for so many years,
Mr. Drummond has probably held more municipal offices than any present official of the
county. In 1866 he became township clerk and
served continuously for fourteen years; then,
after a rest of nine years, was again elected, and
thus has served the township for over thirty
years.
Isaac Ferriss, father of Mrs. D~ummond, was
born in the State of Kentucky. As a U. E. Loyalist he came in boyhood w1th his parents to
Canada. Their other children were John,
Joseph, Mary (who died single), and Esther
(who married Abner Lidwell). They settled in
Colchester South, along the lake, and took up
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several hundred acres of wild land, which, after
clearing, proved remunerative for agricultural
purposes. At the age of sixteen Isaac Ferriss became a soldier, and was present at the capture
of Detroit, Michigan, in 1812. He married Lucy
Wright, who was born in Colchester South, and
who died in 1891, aged eighty-six. He died in
1888, at the same age. 'rheir children were :
Ann, who married Benjamin Knapp, and has
four children; Philip, a retired farmer of Colchester South, who married Eleanor Little, and
has four children; Hulda, who married Joseph
Snider, deceased, of Colchester South, and
has four children; Caroline, deceased, who married William Buchanan, and had three children;
Sarah, who married John Munger, of Utica,
Michigan, and has six children; Lucy, who became the wife of Joseph Drummond; Joseph, of
Amherstburg, who wedded Alma Baldwin, had
nine children, and died in 1901; Abner, men.
tioned elsewhere; Ebenezer, a farmer at Harrow, who married Margaret Brimmer; Thomas,
formerly a farmer, and now postmaster at Harrow, who married and has six children; and
Isaac, a farmer of Anderdon township, who married Mary Lonsberry, and has £our children.
MICHAEL HOUSTON, barrister and solicitor at law, and police magistrate of the city of
Chatham, County of Kent, is descended from
Scottish ancestry in both paternal and maternal
lines.
The oldest member of the family of whom we
have authentic record is Nathaniel Houston, the
grandfather of Michael, who was born in Dairy,
Scotland, about 1770, and there married Jane
Dixon, who was born in 1773. Their children
were: Alexander, J ennette, Jane, Robert and
John M:. O.f this family, Robert, the father of
Mr. Houston, was the £rst to come to Ontario,
emigrating thither in 1825, at the age of twentytwo years. In due time all the other members
of the family came also, and here the parents
died. When Robert Houston reached Canada he
settled first at Montreal, and later moved to
Aldborough, where in 1829 he married Nancy
Campbell, who was born in Argyllshire, Scotland, in 1806, three years later than her bus;
band, who was born April 6, 1803. After marriage Robert Houston and his wife settled on a
farm on what was known then as the Long
Woods road, where they remained about two
years. On April 10, 1832, they moved to a
farm in Harwich township, County of Kent,
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where he spent the remainder of a useful life,
dying April 10, 1897, just sixty-five years to a
day from the date of his settlement at that place.
His wife died in 1882. The following children
were born to them: (1) Annie, born Dec. 25,
1830, married E. P. Longford, of Harwich
township. (2) Duncan, born March 6, 1833,
married Catherine F erguson, and r_esides on a
part 0f the old farm in Harwich township. '£heir
children are John D., a farmer of Raleigh, who
married Effie Clark; Maggie, who married James
Smith, of Harwich; Annie, at home;.Michael F.,
who married Sarah McKinley and is a farmer
of Harwich; and Kittie, Tina and Walter, at
home. (3) Margaret is the widow of John
Richardson, of Chatham. (4) John married
Mary McKillop, of Harwich, and their children
are Bessie, the wife of George Smyth; Alexander, who married J ennie Smyth; Annie; Margaret; Robert; John, Jr.; Mary and Duncan.
(5) l\Iichael is mentioned below. (6) Bessie
married John R. Wood, of Appleton, Wisconsin,
and they have six daughters.
)Iichael Houston, of Chatham, so well and
favorably known throughout that locality, was
born February 28, 1842, in Harwich township,
County of Kent, on the old homestead, and there
!Few to manhood. His education was obtained
in the public schools of Harwich, and he finished
his course in the Chatham high school. In 1865
he creditably passed his primary examination
in the law, and spent the winter of 1867-68 in
the law school of the Upiversity of M:ichi~an;
later he became attached to the law office of
Patterson, Harrison & Patterson, of Toronto,
passing his final examination as barrister and
solicitor in November, 1870. That year he settled in Chatham, and for a time attended to
the business interests of E. W. Scane, but in
January, 1871, he opened an office of his · own,
and continued in active practice alone until 1\by
5, 1873, when he formed a partnership with
E. W. Scane, the association continuing until
Mr. Scane's death, in April, 1902.
On May 5, 1882, Judge Houston was appointed to his present responsible position, in connection with which he still continues in the practice
of his profession. lie is solicitor for the Chatham
Gas Co., of which he is a director, and he is
one of the trustees of the Public General
Hospital.
.
On Nov. 12, 1873, Mr. H ouston married Miss
Harriet Northwood, of Chatham, daughter of
the late William Northwood. She was born

July 28, 1852, and is a lady of education and
social position. Four children have been born
to this union, namely: Grace, who was educated
at McMaster University; Margaret; Jessie, B.A.,
of the University of Toronto, class of 1902;
and William, a student in the Collegiate Institute
at Chatham. The beautiful modern home of
Judge Houston and family is located on Victoria
avenue, in Chatham. Politically the Judge favors
the Reform party. The religious membership of
the family is in the Baptist Church.
Mr. Houston is an able lawyer, well equipped
in the ethics of his profession, a magistrate of
most excellent discrimination, a business man of
integrity, and a progressive, enterprising and
representative citizen.
MILES R. B. COW AN, who for forty-one
years was connected with · Her Majesty's Customs, is a native of Essex County, and a son of
John Cowan, an early settler of Sandwich.
Mr. Cowan was born in Sandwich March 5,
1833, and until he was sixteen years of age resided in his native town. The following five
years he acted as clerk in a dry-goods store in
Detroit, and later was engaged in the same
capacity in Cleveland, but at the expiration of
the five years he returned to Sandwich and in
1855 was appointed to the Customs at Windsor,
where he served faithfully and well for fortyone years, and was then placed upon the retired
list. Still, after so long a. period of activity,
it was almost impossible for him to be idle, and
he embarked in a general insurance and realestate business, in which he is now engaged,
and he is meeting with marked success.
In 1877 Mr. Cowan and Mrs. P. A. Nickles
were united in marriage, and to this union has
come one son, Miles Hall Cowan, who was born
at Windsor in 1881; he wa.c; graduated ·from the
Windsor Collegiate Institute in 1899, and was a.
member of the class of 1904, at the University
of Michigan. Mr. Cowan is one of the substantial and honored residents of Windsor, and is
known and highly respected over a wide area
as a man of uprightness of living, sterling honesty of action and purpose, and sincerity of
speech.
SIMEON M. STEWART is a representative
member of one of the historic families of County
Essex, and is now proprietor of the leading hotel
at Ruthven. The family, as the name indicates,
is of Scotch extraction .

CO~C\fE~TORATIVE BIOGIL\1'11 IC,\I, 11ECOHD.
'!" --

James Ste"·art, progenitor of the family in
County Essex, was born in Argylbhirc, Scot.
land, and always clung to the IIig_hland costume,
which, according to his clan, consisted of a kilted skirt, with sash and belt, a sword at his side.
short hose and sandals. When he was quite
young, the French war being then in progress
a press gang started on its rounds to gather up
young men by force, for increasing the army,
and a brother of James Stewart ·was capture<l,
·although he subsequently escaped. On account
of his youth James did not seek to avoid the
gang, but, to his dismay, he was also impressed
and placed in a company called the llighland Watch, in the 42d Regiment, this being thr
first company that was raised in Scotland. lie
served faithfully through the entire war, and,
after it closed, embarked for America. During
the American Revolution he served as a colonel
in the British army, and took part in the battle
of Bunker Hill. Safely passing through this
war also, he subsequently married, in Maryland,
a Scottish-born maiden, Margaret Brown, and
started with her across the Alleghany Mountains,
she being the second white woman who had ever
crossed voluntarily. They settled on a farm in
Dunkard to;.nship, Greene county, P ennsylvania, and in the course of time eight children
were born to them, four sons- James, J ohn, Dan·
iel and Charles-and four daughters-Sophia.
Mary, Jane and one whose name is not recorded.
The Indians were very troublesome at this
time, committing depredations of all kinds, and
becoming so threatening in their actions that it
became prudent for this family, with others in
the community, to enter the fort which had been
erected for this purpose, some two miles distant
from their farm. Occasionally they ventured tr
visit. the various farms to try to care for the
stock they had been obliged to abandon, and
one morning when all seemed peaceful, Col.
Stewart, with his two eldest sons, James and
J ohn, started for the farm. The party had
gone unarmed, believing the Indians away from
the neighborhood, but while they were feeding
their stock at the farm they were suddenly surprised and attacked by a band of savages. Although Col: Stewart made a brave fight to protect his sons and preserve his life, it was useless,
and the sons witnessed the terrible sight of the
scalping of their helpless father, while they
were carried into captivity. News was soon carried to the fort of this dreadful act of the band
of Shawnees, and a r escue party was immediately

startetl, !Jut too late to save the life uf t.ra\·c
Col. !:-itewal't. F ot· Se\·cn Yt'a rs ).It-s. StcJart
ancl the rest of her family li,·ed at the fo rt, at
the end of that time, the I mliaus h:n·iu~ hC't·n
brought under control, antl the eouutr·y b ·iu ~
mor·c closely settled, r eturning to the fnrm. A~
can be imagined, she had many hardship~ t.c
contend with. During all these year~ ha~·iug
no news of her lost sons, she had ah<>ut 1-!i'·<·n
up ever seeing them again, when n tra\'t'lrr
brought news of a youth resembling lwr <lc·scription. With this little thread of hope the lmn-e
mother set out alone, on horseback, the old grny
steed being one whose ears had been piC'rced with
an iron by one of the lost children. F ollowing
a wandering clue she r eached BatnYia, Ohio
where she l1ad been led to believe her son was
living, and as it was nightfall when she reacheJ
there she put up at a house by the wayside.
Early the following morning, despite her great
fatigue, she was abroad early, and soon espird
two young men carrying apples, one of whom
she immediately recognized , although the youth
had forgotten his mother. lie recalled the old
gray horse, however, whose cars he had pierced
as a youthful prank. Subsequently he related
how the Indians had taken the lads to ~Ialden
township, County of Esse~, Ont., where was located a reserve of the Wyandotte Indians. After
many hardships and indignities they were adopted into the tribe, but were ne-rer satisfied, and
finally John effected his escape.
With one son thus restored to her, this bran'
mother, in his company, started to the rescue of
the other son, James, this seemingly aesperate
journey taking them across the State of Pennsylvania and Ohio, through hundroos of miles of
dC'nse forest, until at last thPy reacheJ the Detroit river. A small boat took them to the Canadian side, the horses swimming, and they landed
at the present site of Amherstburg. Inquiry
developed the fact that James Stewart was DC
longer with the Indians, but occupied a farm of
several hundred aer<'S nC'ar Cedar Cre<-k. ll<>re
the re-union took place, a subject fit for the
brush of an artist. .About one year this dc,·oted
mother remained aud then, with J ohn, returned
to the rest of the family in Pennsylvania. In 1805
the mother, then sc\·cnty-four yC'ars old, accompanied by her sons and their fatuilies, came to
Canada, where she died in 1838, at the ndYanccd
age of 107 yC'ars.
J ohn and Charles Stewnrt SC'rvcJ undrr Gen.
Anthony " rayne in the Indian ''"ar in Ohio, and
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also assisted in the building of the stronghold, the old homestead in Metsea township, and wae
Fort Erie, the first one on Lake Erie. J ohn a boy when the family removed to the Lake
Stewart married in Canada a Miss Augustine, Shore in Gosfield. He obtained his education
and Charles married Jennie Findlay.
in the section school. His first independent
Charles Ste..vart, the gl'andfather of our venture was as a hog and cattle buyer for Bellsubject, was born in Pennsylvania, and when he nap & Drake, of Detroit, and he also did some
settled in Ontario drew a Government lot on buying for Hiram Walker. For nine month~
the 4th Concession, in 1\fersea. township. Later he worked at the carpenter trade in Lasalle
he acquired much land, enough to enable him to county, Illinois.
start each of his sons with a farm. For years
On March 1, 1877, Mr. Stewart rented the
he was an elder in the Baptist Church. His chil- "Lovelace Hotel" at Ruthven, which he con~
dren were : Charles, who lives at Olinda (he mar- dueted for five years, and then moved to Leamried Mary Whittle, whose youngest daughter ington. After one year there in the live·r y busimarried J. S. Bruner); John, who lived at Olin- ness he bought the "Lake View Hotel," which
da, and married Eliza Hamilton; Abel; and he operated for a time, and then sold it to beJames. Of the daughters, :Margaret married come proprietor of the "Ontario House, " and
1\Iichael Fox, locally known as "Big Mike"; later the "Erie Hotel," at Wheatley. For a
Tabitha married Rev. 1\Ir. Irving, a Baptist short time he engaged in the livery business at
preacher; Polly married Lorenzo Dow Vaughn; Leamington, but after an absence of five yearE
and Sally married Harrison Brown.
·returned to Ruthven. In May 1887, he purAbel Stewart was born J une 22, 1815, on the chased the hotel which be has since ably conhomestead farm in 1\fersea township, where he ducted, under the name of the ''Stewart !louse.'~
grew ·to manhood. lie began farming on 100 In addition he owns the home farm, and looks
acres of the homestead farm, selling that later after this property in connection with his other
and coming to Lot 12, on the Lake Shore in business.
Gosfield, where he purchased 100 acres of UD·
In polities Mr. Stewart is a Conservative,
improved land. On the front of this lot he built and he has always taken a lively interest in
a water mill, which he ran for many years, and local affairs, but has never consented to hold
then sold to a 1\Ir. Patton. He completed the political office, although eminently qualified t c
clearing of his land, and built a frame house do so. For the past seventeen years be has been
which still stands on the place, his first home fraternally connected with the Order of United
having been a log cabin. His death took place Workmen at Kingsville.
Sept. 21, 1884, when he was aged sixty-nine
On Feb. 14, 1877, Mr. Stewart was married
years, two months, twenty-nine days. He mar- to Minnie, ·daughter of John Nutson, and three
ried Lucy Blackman, who was born at Lockport, sons have been born to them, namely: Alfred,
New York, and who died in Gosfield Feb. 24, born 1\:t:ay 17, 1879, is a graduate of the Medical
1893; aged sixty-six years, nine months, twenty- Department of the Toronto University; George,
four days. Their children were : Rilla, widow born July 1, 1881, is a student in the Medical
of Leonard Fox, bas two children, George and Departmen~ of the Toronto University; Joseph,
Amelia; Tabitha is the wife of William J. Fox; born June 4, 1884, completed the course at the
Demaris is the widow of John Fox, of Windsor; Leamington high school in 1904, and is now takHo~atio, a farmer of Pelee Island, married Katie ing up dentistry in Toronto University.
Shoetie; Michael, a ·!;tonemason in Detroit, marJohn Nutson, the grandfather of Mrs. Stewried Delia Burke, and they have two children, art, was born in Christiansand, Norway, and
Amelia and Rexford; Simeon 1\1. is mentioned be-· came to Amherstburg at an early day. Mrs.
low; Elihu B., of Detroit, married Jane Hair- Stewart's father, John Nutson, married Maria
sine, and they have three children, Leonard, Ann Scratch, a daughter of John Scratch, Esq.,
Maitland and Eva, both sons being physicians; of Gosfield.
Nathaniel, of Leamington, married a Miss Fink;
Duncan resides at Cohoes, New York; William
ADAM FOX is a retired farmer and wealthy
lives at Ruthven; Wilday married Cornelius land owner of the township of Colchester South,
Neilson, of Sandusky, Ohio, and they have a County of Essex, and is one of the few still
daughter, Ethel.
surviving who were participants in the Rebellion
Simeon M. Stewart was born Nov. 13, 1850, on of 1837-38.
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The £rst Canadian ancestor of the Fox family was Philip, grandfather of Adam, who was
an inhabitant of Pennsylvania, of German descent. With his wife he removed to Canada
and settled near Ruthven, in the township of
Gosfield South, on a grant of government land.
He accumulated considerable property, at one
time owning three £arms, while he gave to each
of his sons a farm as they started out in life.
His children were ten in number, and were
named: Philip, Michael, George, Henry, Adam,
Jacob, John, Jon as, :Margaret (who married a
Fulmer), and Judith (who married Henry
Bruner) . All were located in Gosfield except
Adam, who lived in the township of Colchester.
Henry F'ox was born about the time that
the family came to Gosfield in 1794. He was
married in that township to Miss Catherine Ulch,
who was born in 1798, and who died Sept. 21,
1882, aged eighty-four years, six months and
fourteen days. They lived there on Lot 21,
Concession 4, till 1828, when :Mr. Fox moved to
Colchester township, and located in Lot 36,
trading his other farm for one of 250 acres owned by a brother. When he took the property
only about fifteen acres were cleared, but with
the help of his sons he cleared up the remainder
of it, and entered upon a long course of farming, which has proved eminently successful. In
his politics he was a Conservative. After a long
and prosperous career he finally passed to his
reward Jan. 16, 1861, at the age of seventy-four
years, seven months and thirteen days. The children of Henry Fox were as follows: Andrew,
who married Elizabeth Woodwise, and died in
Michigan; Mary Ann, who married David Iler,
and both are deceased; Henry, who died Aug 28,
1836, aged nineteen years, six: months and
twenty-eight days; George, deceased, who married Miss Ann Leighton, now living in Harrow;
Adam; Julia Ann, deceased wife of Jacob
Julien; Alexander, who died when a year and a
half old; Christine, who married Peter Iler;
Daniel, of Colchester South, who died at the age
{If sixty-two years, one month and twelve days;
Susan, the wife of Henry Armer, of Kings.
\'ille ; Jane and Martha, both deceased, who are
buried in Ruthven cemetery; Francis, a prosperous farmer of the township of Colchester
South.
. Adam Fox was born on the home pl-ace near
Ruthven, township of Gosfield South, Dec. 17,
1.821, and was seven years old when the family
removed to Colchester township. In that early

3

day on the frontier he had but few chan. es
to gain an education, and most of his time was
spent working on the farm. He remained th~re
until he was thirty-two years old, and tHen
bought ninety-six acres. of wild land on the s~c
tion road. After a year and a half he traded
this tract for 100 acres in the south half of :riot
4:3, where he lived until1880. Meantime he h ad
purchased 200 acres adjoining, and in that year
he moved his residence to the ne>v part, but oontinued to improve and farm the whole place
until 1900, when he sold it. He still retains 147
acres of his father's original farm, but rents it
and lives among his children, feeling that his
many long years of toil have earned him a right
to rest now. Although over eighty-three, he is
st ill hearty and equal to a good day's work.
Mr. Fox's prosperity is not only due to his
untiring efforts, but also to the never unfailing
help and encouragement of his wife. She was
Miss Amanda Deborah Thompson, who was
born in Colchester South, daughter of Lenox
Thompson, and her death in 1881, at the age
of forty-five, was an irreparable loss to her husband. They were the parents of a large family
of children, as follows: Lenox, who married Misr
Wilhelmina Patton, has five children, Ellis,
Fred, May, Norman and Florence, and lives at
Oxley; Ellen, who is the wife of Charles T.
Arner, of Colchester South township, is the
mother of two sons, Alfred and Herbert; Almira, now Mrs. W. H. DuBois, lives in Windsor, Ont., and had one son, Charles, born in
Dakota, and died aged five years; Ernest W.
and Alfred were twins, of whom Alfred died
young, and Ernest W. married Miss Elizabeth
l\fallott, has one child, Laura, and lives on the
home place; Edith died young; Fanny, wife of
Frank Rosebrook, is an undertaker of Harrow;
Maggie is the wife of Frederick Moore, of Sandwich; Jessie, who married Joseph Adams, of
Gosfield, has one child, Russell; and Charles, a
physician in Clarks, Merrick County, Nebraska,
married Anna Bedford, of Howard township,
Cass County, Michigan, and has one daughter,
Mary Amanda.
Like his father, Adam Fox: is a strong Conservative in his political vie,vs; he is quite influential in township affairs, and has served both
as assessor and member of the council. In religious matters he holds the doctrines of the
Baptists, and is a very strict observer of the
Sabbath.
Mr. Fox has many interesting reminiscences
1
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of his service in the Rebellion of 1837. Only
sixteen years of age when it broke out, he was
one who responded to the call for militiamen,
and was at Amherstburg during those stirring
times. H e .was one of the six who fired on the
schooner ''Ann'' as she came down the river.
The one man who was killed by their firing was
buried on Bois Blanc Island. The next day
the vessel was captured, and Mr. Fox was present on that occasion. During the following winter he had occasion to drive a team over the ice
to Pelee I sland, and upon arriving he found
the rebels in possession. and he was taken
prisoner. For five days he was kept in close
confinement, 'together with ten others, and during that time did all the cooking for the prisoners. On the fifth day, the rebels were driven
off, and l\Ir. Fox was released, but the team was
never recovered.
Mr. Fox's memory is still as good as ever,
and he delights in recalling the exciting experiences of those thrilling days.
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ARM:IT L. WILKINSON. The name of
Wilkinson was familiar to the early settlers of
western Ontario. The family originated in England but fled to Ireland during the early religious
persecutions, and in that country flourished and
became numerous and notable. Here John Wilkinson, the great-grandfather of Armit L. Wilkinson, became Commissary-General for Ireland,
honorably filled office, married Mary McDonald,
reared a family and passed away in that land.
John Alexander Wilkinson, son of the above
J ohn, was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1789,
served as an officer in the English army during
the Peninsular campaign, and was sent to Canada in the War of 1812, being the first of the
family to cross the Atlantic. On retiring from
the army on half pay he turned his attention
to civil engineering, at the same time ·holding
several responsible public offices, being for seventeen years a member of the Provincial Parliament for the Western District. lie married
Frances H ands, daughter of William Hands,
formerly sheriff of County Essex, and to this
union these children were born: l\fary Ann
(wife of Horatio Nelson), Frances, Alexander John Armit, William (of Australia), James
Hands (formerly a lawyer at Windsor), and
J essie, all deceased.
Alexander J. A. Wilkinson, of the above family, and the father of Armit L. Wilkinson, \vas
born in 1822. During the Rebellion in 1837 and

1838 he held a commission in a volunteer company raised by his father, Captain Wilkinson,
and took part in the clearing out of the rebels
from Fighting Island, also at the taking of the
schooner "Ann," off Elliot's Point, near Amherstburg. Later on he became a Provincial
land surveyor and civil and mining ·engineer,
and subsequently was engaged by tlie :Montreal
l\fining Company to lay out and inspect their
mining lands on the north shore of Lake Superior. While engaged by the company he met
with Sir William Logan, the Government Geologist, who was there examining the mineral
lands throughout the country. Sir William obtained his assistance for a time, and endeavored
to induce him to give up his employment with
the Montreal Mining Company and take the office of Assistant Geologist. But the inducement
was not considered adequate. At the end of his
engagement with the Mining Company he laid
out into townships a large proportion of the
Counties of Huron and Bruce, on Lake Huron.
About the year 1850 the California gold fever
was at its height, and with the Hon. T. B. Pardee,
late Commissioner of Crown Lands, Ontario, Mr.
Wilkinson started from Sandwich, going by
team overland to California, this journey occupying three months. 'l'he climate of California not agreeing with him he embarked on a
sailing-vessel for Australia to meet his brother,
who had sailed for that country from New York.
After an absence of about five years he returned
to his native place via England, thus making tho!
circuit of the globe. On his return he devoted
himself to the practice of his profession. For
some time he was connected with the militia anJ
during the second Fenian Raid was in command
of a company. Politically he was prominent in '
the ranks of the Conservative party. Religiously
he belonged to the Church of England. Ilis
death occurred in 1885.
In 1869 Alexander J. A. Wilkinson was united in marriage with Williamina Adelaide Lizars,
daughter of the late Daniel Lizars, of Goderich,
Ont. She was born in 1830 at Edinburgh, Scotland, and accompanied her parents to Canada
in 1833. The children born to Mr. and :Mrs
Wilkinson were: Armit L.; Ruby A. E., the wife
of Dr. Donald C. Graham, of Fort William,
Ont. ; and Jessie, an artist in Detroit, Michigan.
Armit L. Wilkinson was born in 1870, at
Goderich, Ont., and was educated in the public
schools at Windsor, as early as the age of fifteen
yea~s starting out in life for himself. For a long
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period· Mr. Wilkinson has been associated ia the
g as and electric industry in a number of cities
of the United States, with headquarters at
D etroit, Michigan.
The marriage of Armit L. Wilkinson anJ
Miss Grace Eliente Neveux, daughter of the latP
Edmond L. and Grace (Stokes) Neveux, took
place in 1893, and one daughter has been bl)rn
to this union, Aileen L. Fraternally Mr. Wi!kinson is a Mason, and in religious connection a
member of the Church of England. As a bu~i·
ness man he is highly regarded, and he is no
l ess esteemed in private life.
JOHN A. MAYCOCK, architect, of Leamington, County of Essex, Ont., and one of the leading and representative citizens of that locality
was born in Sandwich, Ont., Oct. 1, 1850, son
of Richard and Ann R. (Gasgyn) Maycock, and
their only living child.
.
The parents of Mr. Maycock were born in
Banbury, ·oxfordshire, England, where the father's people bad lived for many generations, engaged in brewing; the mother's ancestors were
linen drapers. ·when a young man Richard
Maycock learned the trade of builder, and some
time after his marriage he came to America, in
the fall of 1844, settling at Leamington, but
soon thereafter removed to Sandwich, where he
r esided twelve years. He then took a trip to
England, taking his son J ohn A. with him.
After about a year be returned t o Canada, leavjng his son in England to complete his education.
For a number of years Richard Maycock devoted
himself to his trade of builder and contractor,
:and had the honor of being superintendent of
the building operations when the Parliamentary
'hnildings were constructed in Ottawa, which occupied him over three years. lie was f or a number of years located in Owen Sound, where be
was engaged in mercantile pursuits.
Richard Maycock was three times married.
His first wife, mother of our subject, died in
1853 and he subsequently married l\[is.c; Ann
' of Sandwich, by whom he had one child
.
Teakle,
now surviving, Anna, wife of Frank H olden, ll
banker of "Windsor. The maiden name of his
third 'vife was Emily Jabens, and by this union
there were no children. About 1890 Richard
Maycock took up his residence with his son, with
whom he continued to live until his death, which
melancholy event took place in July, 1902, when
he was eighty-two years of age. In politics be
was a Liberal. · In religious views he was a
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member of the Church of England, and he was
a most worthy and public-spirited man.
J ohn A. 1\Iaycock was about twelve years of
age when he went to England with his father,
and for three years he attended a Jesuit college
in Danbury, taking a civil engineering and architectural course. Completing his studies there,
he returned to America, and after a six months'
stay in New York city came on to Ottawa, where
his father was then located. A year later the
family removPd to Goderich, where John A.
secured a position in the office of Thomas Weatherhold, a prominent 0 . L. S. and Civil Engineer,
and there remained some time; or until he went
into busines.~ for himself as an architect, in
partnership with a l\Ir. Snail!. Two years later
Mr. !\faycock opened an office alone, and among
the many buildings designed by him may be
mentioned that of the Goderich high school. In
1878 he came to County Essex, and opened an
office in Essex Centre, where he was architect
for the town h all. After a period of a year or
two he went to Kingsville, and was the architect
for the public school building, the English
church and the :Masonic Temple. From Kingsville he went to Windsor, opened an office and
was identified with the same profession until
1895 or 1896, winning man.y laurels f or himself
by the quality of his work. While at this place
he drew plans and superintended the construction of many of the city buildings, among them
being the Fleming building, the finest of its kind
in the city, costing $52,000. For three years
he was architect for the board of education. In
1896 he removed to L eamington, at the request of
1\Ir. Baird, with whom he has since been associated. In his present responsible connection
1\[r. 1\Iaycock ltas drawn the plans for the Presbyterian church and St. John's church, and has
been the architect for all the buildings of any
note put up since he bas settled here. During
his years of work, Mr. Maycock has gained and
maintained the rt>putation of being one of the
most skilled draughtsmen in Ontario. H is map
work for the Dominion of Canada is snid to be
the best done for the government.
In 1872 1\Ir. Maycock married l\Iiss Jane
Hardy, of Kincardine, County of Bruce, Ont.,
and three children were born of this union :
Dora, married ~Ion roe ·wigle. of Kings,•ille;
William is a resident of Leamington; Ann is a
rel\ident of Woodstock. In 18i7 ::'lfrs. Maycock
died, and in 1889 l\lr. )faycock m;~rried ::'lliss
Ella J effery, of L eamington; five children were
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born to them, but only one, Alexander, survives.
l\1rs. Maycock is a practical furrier, and bas a
fur store which is equal to any city emporium.
She is a member of the Church of England, and
is a lady highly cultured and much esteemed.
In politics ~Ir. Maycock is a Conservative,
and is the only member of his family voting
that ticket. Fraternally he is a member of the
A. F. & A. 1\I., the K. of P.J and the Canadian
Order of Odd Fellows.
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JAl\IES H. KENNI NG, I nspector of I nland
Revenue of the Windsor district, with headquarters at Windsor, is descended from ScotchIrish ancestry, his grandfather, Richard, having
been born about 1775, in the North of Ireland,
whither the family had located upon their emigration from Scotland.
Richard Kenning married Miss Nancy Ewen,
also a native of Ireland, and they came to Ontario in 1834, a son, James, having preceded
them in 1830. 'l'hey located :first in Hamilton:,
but soon after settled on a farm in the County
of Waterloo, where Richard Kenning died in
1850, his widow surviving him some time.
'l'hree sons were horn to this worthy couple,
Robert, James and Richard.
James Kenning wp.s born in Ireland in 1814,
and soon after locating in Ontario he married
Mary Hogan, . also a native of I reland. By
occupation he was a farmer, but during the Rebellion of 1837 he assisted in the defence of
Hamilton. Politically he was a Reformer, and
religiously a member and elder of the Presbyterian Church of Hamilton. The following children were born to James Kenning and his wife :
James H. ; Richard, a physician of Chicago;
Mrs. William Mackie, of the County of Waterloo; Mrs. Newcombe, of Manitoba; and Agnes
and Jan e. The father of this family died in
1870, and the mother passed away in 1885.
James H. Kenning 'vas born in Ontario in
1835, and was educated in the public schools
of Hamilton. After attaining to manhood's
estate he engaged in farming, and soon began
to branch out, writing up insurance and doing
collecting for several years. In 1867 . Mr. Kenning entered the public service, and for thirtyfour years he has been identified with it, proving himself a faithful official. His first r eport
for public duty was made at Guelph, to Mr. Gow
in 1867, and a little later he was transferred to
Elora, County of Wellington, where he remained· unti~ 1875. At that time he took an exam-

ination for the special class, and passing it
successfully, he was stationed at Prescott, in
connection with the distillery business. After
four years he was stationed at Kingston, Ont.,
as acting collector of revenue, and there remained two years, when he resumed his work
at Prescott, and in Aug., 1882, he was made
collector of Inland Revenue at Winnipeg. This
position he h eld until 1887, when he was appointed collector of inland revenue at Windsor,
where he has eighteen men under him. Under
his excellent management, and on account of
his executive ability, the affairs of the office
are in almost perfect condition, and few officials
give such universal satisfaction to government
and people alike, as he does. In March, 1902,
Mr. Kenning was made inspector of inland
revenue for the District of Windsor, and inspector of distilleries for the Dominion of
Canada.
In 1861 Mr. Kenning was married to Miss
. Marian Campbell, a lady of Scotch ancestry,
and a daughter of John Angus Campbell, a son
of the well-known Major Campbell, who served
under the Duke of York. Mr. and Mrs. Kenning have become the parents of the following
· children : Mary died at the age . of eighteen.
J ames Alexander married Catherine Gibb, of
Victoria, B. C., and has six sons and three
daughters; he is a manufacturer's agent of Vancouver, B. C., and is one of the most successful
business men of the place. Dr. Angus of British
Columbia, married Amy ?!filler, and has three
children. Eleanor lives at Windsor. Edward
Clark, a barrister of Windsor, is a member of
the firm of Sutherland, Kenning & Cleary.
Grace Marian is a trained nurse and resides ·at
Windsor, and Alice and Kathleen are unmarried. Mr. and Mrs. K enning are members of
the Presbyterian Church, in which faith they
have reared their children.
NATHAN H. STEVENS, president of the
Canada Flour Mills Company, Limited, of Chatham, County of Kent, is a representative of one
of the early families of Ontario, and is of United
Empire Loyalist stock.
Adam Stevens, his great-grandfather, was
born April 20, 1753, in England, and prior to
the Revolution settled in Virginia, where he
followed farming. Lated he moved into the
State of New York, but being unwilling to bear
arms against Great Britain he migrated to Ontario, settling in the County of Durham. The
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family was one of the :first to 's ettle in that
county, and their food a t first consisted largely
of fish and wild game. As soon as wheat could
be raised bread was added to their bill of fare,
though the grain had to be carried by boat to
Niagara to be ground. This trip required several days, so by the time the flour was r eceived
the whole neighborhood would be in need of the
''staff of life, '' and another t1·ip would soon have
to be made by another of the party. Adam
Stevens died in 1819. He m arried Polly Cros,man, of Dutchess county, New York.
David Stevens, son of Adam, and grandfather of Nathan II., was born Nov. 16, 1777,
and died Aug. 30, 1860. H e became very
wealthy, owning about 1,200 acres of land ncar
Dowma nville, Ont. On the main road between
Kingston and 'l'orouto he erected a large building, still standing, which in the war of 1812
was used by the soldiers. D avid Stevens purchased the first carriage ever owned in the township of D arlington, to which he drove a fine
span of cream-colored horses, and his turnout
attracted the attention of all he chanced t o p ass
along the road. David Stevens was thrice marr ied, his first wife being Polly Durk, daughter
of John Burlc. Their union occurred about
1803 and was blessed with two sons anu five
daughters, of wh om Enoch, f ather of Natban N.,
was the eldest, the others being Emma (wife of
Dr. ~rontgomery), Vienna (Mrs. Colton),
Sarah (~Irs. Drown), l\1ary (l\frs. Argy), Amelia (:\Irs. 'l'yler), and Elijah. The mother passed
away in 1813.
Enoch Stevens, son of David, was born
Sept. 12, 1806, in the township of Darlington,
where he grew to manhood. On Sept. 1~, 1830.
he married Clarissa Hall, who was born April
20, 1811, at Oshawa, Ont., daughter of 'Villiam
H all, of Oshawa. H er mother, whose maiden
name was Trull, was of German descent, and
her f ather was of English extraction. 'William
llall was a successful man, at one time owning
about 1,000 acres of land, known as "llall'r
Marsh," in the township of Darlington, and this
land is still in the p ossession of the family. 'l'o
Enoch and Clarissa Stevens were born t he following named children : (1) David, born Oct.
15, 1831, married Aug. 20, 185G, Prances
Thompson, and they reside at Courtright, where
he is ~ngaged in f arming. (2) Elizabeth , born
March 8, 1834, married Dr. Tozer, Nov. 8, 1854;
both are now· deceased. (3) William L ., born
Jan. ~. 1836, is deceased; he marriP.<l P uh. 17,
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1858, l\Ia ry Thompson, sister of Frances
son, previously mentioned. ( 4) Emma,
J an. 8, 1838, died in her seventh year.
Ezra, born April 28, 1840, is a very Ml~..:.~:c.:>:~~o
raisin grape growet' in California. H e ma
Martha l\Iaria R am;om, F eb. 24, 1862; she
:\[ay HI, 1869, and he m lliTicd for his
wife, ~Iarch 15, 18i1, Emma. J-:ll<'n DeHart. Dy
the first union there were two children, R <'uhen
Eugene, hom Oct. 13, 186:3, and Ednmnd Ll's!il.',
born D ec. 12, 1868, who diell XoY. 7, 18i5. The
su rviYing son was married ::\o\'. !), 1808, t o
Edith J. Fobb, and they l1ave one chjld, D l•u.zil
l\ndeau, born Xov. 20, 18!1!'1. (G) Xathan II. is
mcntionrd more fully below. (7) Ira , horn :\Iay
20, 1844, married Jan. 8, 1 Sil, !.Jottie Toolt>, and
resides in :\Iontrcal. (8) Clal'issa, born D ec. 13,
1845, died young. (9) Snrah, born ~Tarch 1, 1830,
died Peb. 8, 18il. (10) :'.ratilda J ane, bom
Uarch 1, 1852, died Dec. li, 186!:1. (11) ~Inry
F r ances, born :March 1, 1855, di<>d Apr il 4, 18i0.
'l'he mother of this f amily died Oct. 12, 1869.
nnd on April 20, 18i0, Enoch Stevens married
Alccia ) fc:\Iichael, dnughter of Squir e :\Ic~ fic:hael, of Dlcnhcim, and to this u nion came
the following chiMren : E dith, born F eb. 12,
1871, is n trained nurse in Gr11ce H ospital, D et•·oit; J ohn W .. born F eb. 1i, 1873, ma rried
April 16, 1!:101, ~fiss Ida Burritt; ~ina W ., born
April 23, 1878, married a :\Ir. !.Jabndie, express
messenger on the Canadia n Pacific raill·oatl in
British Columbia. The father died F eb. 26,
18!:14, aged <'ighty-seven years, five months and
fourtcPn days. His widow still snrvives.
Nathnn H. Stevens was born Sept. 1, 1841,
in Darlington township. In 1853 th e fnmily
moved to Malahide, where they r emaineJ one
y<'ar, and then settled in Harwich township.
n('nr Blenheim, where the father purcltased 80()
acr es of timber land. This was the only opening in the timber between Blenheim and Rondeau H arbor. H ere Nathan grew to manhood,
dcvdoping his muscle in clear ing the timber-,
which if it were now standing would make a
millionaire of the owner. I n 185·1, 150 acres
had been chopped. Some of the finest trees tha t
ever grew were burned in log heaps, white ash
six feet in diameter and se·venty f eet to the first
limb, and black wnlnut the like of which ca nnot now be found.
On Jan. 23, 1867, Nathan II. Stev<'ns marri('d Ada .Tane Durk, daughter of Erastus Burk,
a merchnnt of Dlenheim. who mov('U to California, and there, in 1869, become an extensive
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fruit grower. llis sou, P. 13. Burk, is a lcauiug
C'ducator, and at t!Je present time head instructor
of the San Francisco ?\ormal School. To ::\lr.
and l\Irs. Stevens has come quite a large family:
Holliu IIow;u·d, bom at 13lcnheim, Jan. 7, 1868;
Henry JosC'ph, born at Blenheim, Aug. 10, 1869 ·
Frede1·ick Blll'k, at l3lcnheim, April 16, 1871·
Joaquin :1\[okelumne, at Pilot Hill, California,
Xov. 26, 1873 ; Lloyd Hall, at Dlcnhcim, July 10
1876; Dong-las Kathan, at Blenheim, !\ov. 25
1878 ; William Arnot, at Chatham, Aug. 6, 1880;
Grace, at Chatham, Feb. 1, 1886; Stanley Starr,
at Chatham, Feb. 15, 18!)0. Two are deceased.
Lloyd H all, "·ho d ied at Chatham, Jan. 25, 1895
and Grace, who died at Chatham, June 13, 1899.
Rollin Jiowar·d Stevens, :M.D., married Mary
E. Thompson, of Lapeer, )lichigan, l\Iarch 16.
18!)2. He graduated from the Toronto School
of Medicine, and the Ann Arbor (:\Iichigan)
Schoo1 of l\Iedicine, also took a term at !Jelanu
Stanford University, California, and a special
course in Pathology at Ann Arbor after his return from California. His wife is a graduate
of .c'um Arbor University, having the degrees of
:\1. .A. and l\L D. Doth Dr. Stevens and his wife
stand very high in their profession in the city
of Detroit. They have one child, Frances Elea
nor, born Oct. 16, 1899.
Henry J. Stevens, who is a graduate of the
Chatham Business College, and nlso o.. the London l\Iilitary School, was married Sept. 2i, 18!)3.
to Ethyl Stripp, l\1. F . A., a graduate in Art~
at Alma College, St. Thomas, a daughter of
Thomas II. Stt·ipp, of Aylmer, Ont. Their family consists of two children: Howard Clayton,
born :\farch 7, 1896, and Grace Lenore, born
April 14, 1897.
Frederick B. Stevens, grain merchant at
Chatham, married l\!aud Wall, daughter of
John ·wall, late merchant of Chatham, on June
18, 1896; they have one daughter, :Mary Beatrice, born June 16, 1900.
Joaquin !II. Stevens, .B . A., graduate of Toronto University, and l\I. D. graduate at Ann
Arbor (:\1ichigan) School of Medicine, 1!)01.
married Edith Burgess, daughter of :Mr. Burgess, secretary of the Educational Department
at Omaha, Nebraska.
Douglas N. Stevens, a graduate at Canada
Business College, Chatham, is unmarried, and
is carrying on commission business at Winnipeg,
Manitoba.
William A. Stevens was purser'on thP. ~team
er "Cheboygan," running from Chicago. He

has just pas.<>ed his first yeat' as mining engineer
at the University of Toronto, and is now secretary-treasurer of the Canada Plour l\lills Company, !Jimited, at Chatham.
Stanley S. Stevens spent two years at a
French school, known as .Sabrevois College,
Montreal, and is now attending the McKeough
School in Chatham.
Soon after his marriage Kathan II. Stevens
purchased his father-in-law's business, and for
ten years was the leading merchant in Blenheim, and a prominent citizen; during seven
years of this time being a member of the school
board of the place and a member of the building
committee having charge of the erection of the
school building. lie also served as justice of the
peace to the great satisfaction of his constituents. In addition to all of this, 1\fr. Stevens
dealt in r eal-estate, both farm and town property, in all of which he was remarkably successful. On .April 30, 1880, he moved to Chatham, where for over twenty-four years he has
been one of the most successful business men of
the city. This is proven by the following article,
which appeared in a local paper 1\Iay 1, 1901:
Twenty-one years ago yesterday President
N. IL Stevens. of the Canada Flour Mills Co.,
became a resident of Chatham. It was a fortunate day for the :Maple City. For twenty-one
years this kindly, generous, enterprising and
public-spirited citizen has devoted his energiP.s
to the public weal, and the progress of the municipality. I t is such men as l\lr. Stevens who
form the basis for civic greatness and prosperity.
For years he has interested himself in every progr·essive and philanthropic movement and his
interest was whole-souled and inspiring. His
generosity has been phenomenal. There has
been no struggling and worthy cause that has
sought his aid in vain, and his earnest effort has
always been felt in church, business, humanitarian, moral and municipal development
throughout his long residence h ere.
This morning the Planet interviewed Mr.
Stevens upon his ext<lnded association with the
Maple City.
"Yes," he said, "I have been in Chatham
hventy-one years yesterday. · I moved h ere from
Blenheim on the 30th day of April, 1880. " ·
"You have been a very busy man here i n
the city since you came."
. "Yes, a very busy life during the years 1880
and 1881. I was part of the time in Manitoba.
In the spring of 1881 I joined in partnership
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with Arch. and John Campbell to build Kent
Mills with the Roller process, being about the
first r oller mills in Canada. I have been interested in the mills up to the present time and
have either built or helped to build all of the
buildings we now occupy in our milling business. We first put up the mill and elevator on
the block next to the river and south of Thames
street, and have kept on building until we have
covered all the ground from t he river to Dover
street, being across two blocks, also the iron
barn east of King street, and have the twc
double houses east of the iron barn and south
of Dover street. Thus, with the residence on
the north side of Dover street, 'vhich was purchased from the late Mrs. John Rice, you will
see we have quite a hamlet now of our own.
During the twenty years since the Kent Mills
were built by our firm, I feel safe in saying
we have paid out in cash to farmers and others
fully $10,000,000. "
"You have taken some interest in public matt ers, too, Mr. Stevens 1"
"Yes, I have given part of my time. I occupied a seat in the town council in 1884, filling
the position of chairman of Finance. In 1885
I was appointed high school trustee and held the
position until the year 1894. Was one of the
building committee to erect the present magnificent Collegiate Institute. I resigned the position
of school trustee to run ·for alderman in 1894.
Was elected and again held the position of
chairman of Finance. I was also a director of
the Erie & Huron railroad, from the time it was
built until the road was sold to the Lake Erie &
Detroit River Railroad. Was chairman of the
old Mechanics' Institute and assisted in turning
it over to the present Free Library. Served as
a trustee some f ew years on the General Hospital Board. Was president of a live board of
trade for five years. Took an active part in
and was chairman for three years of the Chatham City Band Association. For a number
of years director and three years president of
the Chatham Navigation Company. For several
years have been director of the Chatham Loan
& Savings Company and have been connected
with a good many other companies and somE>
societies in our town. A few years ago I associated myself with three other gentlemen and
pulled down the old unsightly malt house and
built the present handsome Ri-verside Terrace.
Yes, I bold the honorable position of one of His
Majesty's Justices of the Peace, but my dutiet
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in this line have been very light since I 1 ft
Blenheim.
I
"I have enjoyed the twenty-one years in
Chatham very much. Doth Mrs. Stevens and
myself have been blessed with good health. The
people of Chatham have always shown us the
greatest respect and friendship. I doubt if a
more social lot of people could be found an~·
where than we have in Chatham. Many familiar
faces that graced .the streets of Chatham when
we first moved here have gone to their lon~
home, but new ones have taken their places and
the change has been so gradual that the people
seem to be the same as ever."
"What do you think of Chatham's future 7"
~fr. Stevens was asked.
'' I am not a prophet, so it would be useless
for me to say what the future of Chatham might
be, but if I were to say anything it would be
that Chatham's future will be very much as its
past, a good, healthy, sociable, sound city to live
in, where industrious, law-abiding people can
live and enjoy themselves, and where they have
good schools, hospitals, free library, churches,
climate, and the benefit of a splendid market,
and surrounded by as rich a fruit and · agricult ural country as there is in America. "
Since the above was written they have purchased the four lots with the brick house known
as Senator Northwood's block, and the house
has been converted into magnificent office quarters, comprising seven rooms, finished in quartered oak, with metallic ceilings, and plate-glass
windows. The property now extends three
blocks. from the river.
On the same day the above interview was
printed the Planet published an editorial, which
was, in part, as follows:
1\fr. N. H. Stevens, president of the Canada
F lour Mills Co., has just turned the twenty-first
milestone of his residence in the Maple City.
1\fen of his calibre are too scarce to allow the
occasion to be passed over without a word of
eulogy and congratulation, of ~ommendation
upon his loyal citizenship, of public gratitude
for his whole-souled, valued and lasting services.
Chatham owes much to M:r. Stevens. With
the best interests of the community ever before
him he bas devoted time and energy to all
branches of public service. H is generosity to
every worthy object and institution has been
conspicuous and unlimited. His practical cooperation in· all the causes of ri~ht and progress
has been phe.nomenal. He bas been, in truth, a
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citizen of whom the municipality is proud and Wentworth, Out., .Tune 28, 1843, a son of Joseph and Ddilah (Stafford) Jolmson. He was
to whom she is profoundly gratefuL
'l'he Planet bespeaks lllr. Stevens the city's one of a family of ten children, six of whom
congratulations upon the twenty-first anniver- still survive: Alexander, manager of the Brantsary of his adoption of her citizenship, and con- ford Carriage Co., of Brantford; Amos, of Lake
veys the sincere hope that he may long be spared View, :Michigan; George, commercial master in
to stand amongst her most popular and deserv- the upper Canada College ; :Mary, married to
Brock Galbreath, of Stony Creek, Ont.; John E.;
edly distinguished sons.
Another issue shows the enterprising lmsi- and Joseph, of IIami,lton, Ontario.
_ Joseph Johnson, the father of this family,
ness spirt of Mr. Stevens, and we again quote:
On the twenty-eighth of August [1899}, was born in Qrimsby, Ont., in 1804, and his
through the courtesy of N. H. Stevens, the father, Benjamin Johnson, was a native of OsPlanet published an interview with that gentle- . wego county, New York. Sir J ohn Johnson, the
man on his return from a business trip through father of Benjamin, came to the Colonies from
New York State, in which he pointed Qut that England. Benjamin Johnson emigrated to Canthere was a strong likelihood of a scarcity of ada as a United Empire Loyalist, iu about 1776
beans and recommending the farmers to hold or 177'7, and located at Grimsby. He married
their beans for the prospective high prices. As a n i\liss ~Ierritt, and followed agricultural p~tr
result the farmers of the bean raising counties suits. Jn politics he was an old-line Tory.
Joseph Johnson, his son, and father of John
have realized at least $50,000 more than they
otherwise would have done by selling at that B., was reared at home, and when a young man
went to Brampton, where he followed the trade
time.
On the occasion of the · trip mentioned, Mr. of a carp<mter, which he had learned at Grimsby.
Stevens ascertained that in a short time an im- \Yhile residing at !hampton he married a na·
mense quantity of beans would be r equired by tive of that place. During the Rebellion he rethe Americans for Porto Rican shipment and turned to the County of Wentworth anu located
that it would be necessary to secure them from at Binbrook, maldng his home there until his
death, which took place in 1872. In politics he
Canadian farmers.
The New York houses counted on securing was a Liberal, but not a strong partisan. He
their tenders by hurriedly buying up the beans was a stanch friend of Mackenzie, and upon the
ere there was any scarcity; and hence 1\fr. Ste- departure of the latter had the pleasure of envens' advice through the columns of the Planet. t ertaining him for three or four days. Though
As a result the Kent Mills Co. received the a successful carpenter, J oseph J ohnson was entender for the Porto Rico beans and realized .gaged almost exclusively in farming during the
a very handsome profit, while the Canadian latter part of his life. After the death of the
bean raising farmers secured an advance of father the mother resided ~·itb her children,
from ten to fifteen cents per bushel on the r e- dying at H amilton in 1893, aged eighty-two
gular price. · It is conservatively estimated that years. Both parents were consistent members of
over $50,000 of American money was thus the Methodtst Church, and worthy, good people.
. Until he was twenty years of age J olm E.
realized by our Canadian farmers in this bean
growing part of the country. The profit is the Johnson remained at home, and at that age,
result of Mr. Stevens' enterprise and foresight having finished his course in the common schools
and his courtesy in making his advice public and the Hamilton grammar schools, he began
t eaching, and was thus engaged for two years
through the Planet.
· JI.Ir. Stevens is now getting ready for a trip in the Ancaster schools. For the fifteen months
to the old country, on a bowling tournament, following this experience he was a member of
for although be is in his sixty-third year h e is the Cleveland H e1·ald staff. This was during
as enthusiastic over bowling on the green as the Civil war in the United States, and be wit.
any other lovers of that sport, though they may n essed some very exciting events. After severing his connection with this paper, for the next
be many years his junior.
eight years Mr. Johnson taught in the County
JOHN E. JOHNSON, president and editor Essex schools, and for the last two years of
of the L eamington Post, and one of the leading that time was principal of the Leamington
- _men of Leamington, was born in the County of schools, in which position he won great .popu-
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larity. In 1874 he went to Wheatley, where
he was engaged in a mercantile busines.c; for t wo
years, but selling his business he returned to
Leamington, and was made manager of the
mercantile business of Wigle & Sons, occupying
that responsible position for ten years. In 1886,
however, he severed this connection and purchased the Leamington Post, which he sold after
a year, buying the E ssex Libe1·al. Two years lat·
er he sold the latter paper, and again became
the proprietor of the Post. In 1889 he incorporated the business, he being made president,
and J. F. McKay (now the manager of the
T01·onto Globe) business manager and secretary.
During the five years :Mr. McKay was a member
of the company they were also o\\·ners of the
Combe1· Herald a~1d lessees and p11blishers of the
](ingsville Repo1'ter. In 1894, however, l\fr.
.l\IeKay withdrew from the concern, and M:r.
Johnson was the sole proprietor until1898, when
he sold the paper and conducte-4 a party of prospectors ovet• th~ overland route to the Yukon.
Upon his return, the same year, he found that
the party to whom he had disposed of the Post
was unable to meet the payments, and again
became its proprietor. In 1899 R. E. Marcotte
entered the company, and is still one of its
officet·s. For the past twenty years l\fr. Johnson
has been connected with newspaper work, own·
ing and managing several of the leading papers
of his vicinity, and he has fully proven his ability in this direction. He is the proprietor of a
fine fruit farm just outside o·E Leamington,
which h as proved a good sou.rce of income to
him; he has 7,000 peach trees alone, and one
season (1898) sold ·$4,500 worth of peaches.
In 1864 Mr. Johnson married Jane Teeple,
of Ancaster, who died in 1869. · In 1872 he married :Miss l\felinda Scratch, of Kingsville, and
four children were born of this marriage:
George E., manager of the Traders B ank, of
Ripley; l\Iaud, who married 'Dr. W. A. Piper,
of London, and has had four children, Norma,
Harry J. (deceased), La;vrence S. and Richard;
Lewis, operator f or the P ere !l'farquette at Detroit, Michigan; and Harold, a clerk in the Merchants Bank.
In politics 1\fr. J ohnson is a Conservative.
l<'or three years he acted as president of the
Association for the county, and at present is
its secretary. H e has been tendered the nomination for both Houses on two different occasions, but has refused. For three years Mr.
Johnson was mayor of Leamington, proving
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specially fitted for that position.. The Post is
not a strong partisan paper, although it is run
in the interests of t he Conservative party, and
is an important factor in the literary world of
Leamington.
Fraternally l\fr. J ohnson is a member of
Leamington Lodge, · No. 290, A. F . & A. l\I.;
King Cyrus Chapter, No. 194, R. A. l\1.; Leamington Lodge, No. 29, A. 0. U. W.; Court Erie,
No. 47, I. 0. F . ; and of other social and fraternal associ"ations, in all of which be is extremely popular and prominent. The religious
affiliations of the family are with the Church of
England, and they are active in all the good
,,·ork of that body,
l\fr. Johnson gradnatea from the military
.school in London in 1894, with the r ank of capl tain, and in 1897 h~ resigned with the rank of
major. F ew men are as populat· in Leamington
as l\Ir. Johnson, who has been· most prominently
! identified · with its best interest$ ·:t:or l:!O many
:rears. Not only through the medium of his
paper, but also as a private individual, he has
always espoused all measures he believed would
tend toward the advancement of the city's best
interests and its future deYelopment.
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THO:JIAS ~fcKEE. "When the roll of the
pioneers of western Ontario is called the name
of Thomas l\IcKee ·will be found among those
who played a. most important part in the de·
velopment of the territory referred to. H e has
reached the seventy-eighth milestone on life's
journey, and almost forty years of this time
have been spent in the office of the county clerk
of County Essex, he having been appointed to
that position in 1865.
The ~fcKee family was ori:,rinally of Irish
nationality, the gran dfather of our subject,
Thomas McKee, Sr., emigrating .from the Emerald Isle to America. Being loyal to the English Crown, at t he outbreak of the Revolutionary
war he r emoved to Canada and was numbered
among the United Empire Loyalists. On coming to Canada he located in County Kent, and
later moved to County Essex, settling in Lot 59,
Concession 1. He was a man of means, and consequently was pleased with the life he was able
to lead in his new home. His two children were:
Alexander, father oi' our subject ; and Nancy,
who became the wi£e o£ John Jacobs.
Alexander M:cKe.e was born in Sandwich
in 1802, and died in 1837, when only thirty-five
years of age. His wife, Phillis JacobS", was
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born in 1800, and died in 1886. The greater
portion of his life wns spent in f arming, although for a short time he was captnin of militia.
The following children were born to Alexander
1\IcKee and his wife: )[ary, who married Col.
Rankin and is now decea sed; Thomas, mentioned
below; Alexander; James, deceased; Ellen; and
.Albella, who married :Prank E. Marcon.
Thomas l\IcKee was born in Sandwich in Lot
59, Conc€ssion 1, ~Iay 16, 1826, and his entire
business and public life has been spent in his
native county. For some time ?IIr. 1\lcKee and
his br9ther were engaged in the fishery business, but in 18G.) ltc wns appointed clet·k in
County Essex, which position he has ably filled
for nearly forty years. In 1880 Mr. l\[cKee
. was appointed customs officer at Sandwich, and
in 1870 he wns elected member of the county
board of auditors. lie has also been government
audito·r f or tw<>nty years, and in all these p ositions has proven himself a man deserving hi-gh
r esp ect for his probity and uprightness of
character. Fratem ally he is a stanch Conservative, and takes an active part in promoting
the inter ests of his party. Ilis religious belief
makes him a consis tent member of the Church
or England.
In 1848 ~Ir. ~IcKce married ?IIiss Isabella
Johnson, by whom he had tl1ree children: William Johnson, Thomas Alexander anLl Esther
(deceru;ed). The mother of these children died
in 1853, and in 1866 Mr. :McKee married 1\,I ary
J anc Colton, by whom he had one son, Henry
Colton, of Detroit. 'l'lte second l\Irs. 1\IcKec
died i n 1901.
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A., Antoine, Joseph and Catherine. All of this
f amily, except Antoine, settled .and died in
W ayne County, l\Iichigan. lie was born in Detroit in 1805, and was there married to Catherine
L aurie, who was born in Wayne County in 1815,
daughter of Francis Laurie, who came to \¥ayne
County from Scotland; her mother, Nancy l\1ill- ·
man, ·wM of English birth. Antoine Vermette
came to Canada in 1843, and worked at his trade
as a shoemaker in Sandwich town until1857. At
that time he was appoin ted turnll:ey of the public
j ail in Sandwich, continuing as such until 1878,
when he r etired from public life and with his
wife came to Squire Vermette 's home, where they
died soon after, she in 1880 an d he in 1881.
They were members of the Roman Catholi~
Church. In politics Mr. Vermet te was a Con<>ervative. The two eldest children of Antoine
and Catherine Ver mette, Damuse and Joseph,,
died in infancy. Philomine, born in Sandwich
\n November, 1845, is the wife of J oseph Rioux,
of D etroit, and ha:s five children, J oseph, Rose,
Wallace, I3lanche and Alice. · :Elizabeth, born
Jan. 21, 1851, is the wife of 1\foses l\Iaynard, of
H an cock, Michigan , and has two daughters, AdeUne and Blanche. Josephine, born April 19,
1853, married Charles Lauson, who lives in
Rolllge, \Vayne County, Michigan, and they h ave
four children, Leo, Arthur, Lillie and Catherine.
Harriet, born J une 17, 1858, is the wife of Cy?rien Renaud, who r esides in \Vindsor, and has
three children, Tancred, Constance and Ilomer.
·Ant oine Vermette, the only living son of his
parents, was educated in the schools of Windsor
and in the Sandwich high school, and when a
young man started in life as a t eacher in the
SQUIRE ANTOI NE VERME'l'1'E, for thir- public schools of Windsor and E ssex County.
ty-one years a teacher in Anderdon, and a pro-· He taught in Win.dsor four years, and in Anminent man in all public affairs, is one of the derdon for twenty-seven y ears, making thirtymost scholarly and able men in the County ·>f one years that he followed his prof ession in the
Essex, and has done much toward molding pub- county, before his t erm of public service ended,
lic opinion in his section. He was born in Sand- in 1902.
wich, Nov. 22, 1847, son of Antoine and Cather1\lr. Vermette was married, !lfay 9, 1870, to
ine (Laurie) Vermette, pioneers of the County 1\fiss Louise 1\Tiller, who was born in Ireland,
of Essex .
daughter of Edward and Annie (Moore) l\Iiller,
'£he first Vermette to come to Ontario was who both died in Sandwich when 1\frs. Vermette
Antoine Vermette: the Squire's grandfather, was a child. She grew up in Capt. Gauthier's
who was born in Montreal. He was killed at the home, where she was well educat ed in music and
battle of Monroe, on the Raisin river, in the war classical studies. After marriage Mr. and l\Irs.
of 1812, while fighting under Col. Proctor, and Vermette settled on what is known as the J ohnson
left two sons and five daughters, all quite young. farm, which he purchased in 1877, and on which
His widow settled at Ecorse, Wayne County, he has built a new house and barns and made
Michigan, with her children, who were named many improvements. To him and his wife have
J\S follows: Ageline, Victoria, M:adaline, Mary
been born seven children : (1) A daughter, bom
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::\Iarch 4, 1871, died at birth, unnamed. (2)
Minnie, born l\farch 15, 1873, is at home, unmarried. (3) Joseph A., born in April, 1875, married 1\fiss Rose Baubien of Detroit, and they have
one daughter, Leanora. They reside on a farm
in Anderdon belonging to Squire Vermette. (4)
l\Iay, born iin May, 1880, is the wife of Albert
Beneteau, who resides on the 7th Concession iu
Anderdon, and they have one daughter, Bentric·~.
(5) Laura, born in 1885, (6) Florence, born in
1890, and (7) Alvin E., born in June, 1898, a!"e
all at home.
Politically Squire Vermette has always been
identified with the Reform party, was clerk of
the township six years, and is at present a member of the school board.
Self-made in everv
sense of the word, he is not only a man of schoi.
arly attainments and widely-felt influence, but he
has also been successful in material ways, aml
owns not only his f arm in the 4th Concession,
Lots 13 and 11, but also bolUs real estate at Oakwood Station, in Wa)'lle County, Michigan. l\Ir,
Vermette is held in high esteem by the people of
the county, where he has many friends.
JAMES SRIGLEY, EsQ., a retired farmer o.f
Pdee Island and one of the most prominent
citizens of County Essex, has long been identified with the progress and development of that
locality. Coming there as a pioneer when the
fertile island was but an uncultivated wilderness, he has assisted in the transformation which
has matle it one of the most productive portions of the county.
Mr. Srigley was born May 25, 1829, at New
:Market, County York, Ont., of Welsh extraction.
Richard Srigley was born in \!{ales and came to
America early in the eighteenth century, locating in the State of Delaware, where he married
and reared-a family. At the time of the American R evolution his sympathies were with the
mother country, and this induced him to leave
his pleasant Delaware home and settle in Canada, where the remainder of his life was spent.
His widow lived to the unusual age of 101 years,
the mother of eight children, five of whom were
sons.
Robert Srigley, one of t he above named
sons, was born i'il the State of Delaware and
there learned the cooper trade. "With his parents be removed to the Niagara District and
later to Ontario, locating at New 1\farket, County
York. There he married Jane Haycock, a native
of Niagara District, and they settled on a tract

~

of 100 acres in County York, '\'hQre he followed
carpentering and coopering and spent the remainder of his life, his death occurring at the
age of sixty years; his widow survived to the
age of eighty-three. Both were interred in the
cemetery at New :Market. In religious faith
they were Quakers. In politics he was a stanc·h
Conservative. Of their twelve children, ten
grew to maturity.
Jesse Srigley, the eldest son,. was born in
1808, in New :1\Iarket, and there received the
best education afforded at the time and place.
lie worked at home with his father until he
reached his majority, and then started farming
for himself, settling in King township,
County of York, where he became po;;sessed of
a bush farm of 150 acres, fifty of which 'llas
cleared at the time, the remaind<:r being cleared
by his own industry. ~Ir. Srigley engaged in
general farming and stock-raising and spent all
his life on this property, dying in his eightieth
year. In his earlier days he was a Qnaker, but
became a member of the Church of England.
lie married Phebe Varney, doughter of James
and Hannah (Ray) Varney, both of whom were
natives of Vermont and also Quakers in rdigious belief, and 1\frs. Srigley lived to the age
of seventy years; both she and her husband were
interred in the cemetery at New Market.
Through life she retained her· membership ·w ith
the Society of Friends and regulated her life
according to the simplicity of her belief. Our
subject is the el dest of a family of ten childre11
born to these most estimable parents, the others
being: Enoch, a resident of Toronto; Robert and
Richard, twins, the former a resident of New
Market and the latter deceased; Nelson, who became a physieian and died in King township,
County of York ; Joel, who died in 1862 ; Amelia,
who married Edward Baker, of County York;
Caroline, who married George P egg, of County
York; Sarah Ann, who died at the age of fourteen years; and Arletta, who died ·unmarried.
James Srigley was educated in King township district schools, and attained his ambition
of entering the high school by close application.
After leaving school he taught for a period of·
twelve years, through County York, but his inclinations led him to look about for a desirable
place in which to settle in urder to engage in
farming. Finally he went as a pioneer ·into
County Huron, locating in Wawanosh township,
where he farmed some years and then went to
Wingham, where he remained until 1877,
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wo•·kin~ nt the c:~rpcr1tet· 's aud joiner's trade.
I n 187i ) l r. Srigll'Y cnme to Pelee Island, where
he bnnght a t ract of sixty acres of bush land. In
the dearing up of his farm he uecidcd to devote
a goodly portion of it to fruit culture, and he
put in thirteen acres in gt·apr!;, se,·en in peaches,
an1l sc,·en in p lums, ns an cxpc•·iment, being a
pioneer in the f r·uit business on the island. His
for~Sil!h t proved cxcrllrnt, the soil and cl imate
cor:trihuting to the succrssful pr·otluction of the
nH•:<t dl'licious fl'llits found in this section of the
Dnminion.
:\I t·. Sr·iglry, while interested in the advancenwut of his own projects, hns never lost sight of
tlu· fact that till' !orality nr<•ds the sen·ices o£
gooJ aml faithful citizrn!';. ~\sa stanch L iberal
Jw has s~n·t•d as a mr mbcr of the council, and has
nll'fl bern n most useful member of the school
board, filling the office of chairman for five years.
a•Hl has also been its treasurer and secretary. lie
hns tnkcn an active intcr·cst in ngl'icultural mntt r r.s 011 the island and belongs t o the Agricnlt:n·al Society. For C'ightcen yrars he bas administ •!r(•tl the lnw as justice of the peace, meeting
with the support of all good citizens. As one of
the orgnnizers of the )fcthodist Church iu his locality he has felt a s:mse of responsibility and
1ws accc>pted t he offices of steward and trustee.
In 1858, in King township, County York, Mr.
~l'iglry marr ied )fary Curd, who was born in t he
ProYince of New Drunswick, ncar the I3ay of
Fundr, dnughtet· of Capt. Silas Card. A family
of eight childr<'n wM; born to this marriage,
n:1mely : Asa, who is engaged in the growing of
ot·angcs on a plantation at San Dernadino, Calif,)rnin; E,·a, who died young; J('Sse Silas;
Lvdia. who is the wife of William Stewart,
t~wnship clerk of Pelcc Island; Jeremiah, who
resides on the bomcstcnd; .1\lary, married to Alber t C. Ross, and residing at 'Winnipeg, :Man.;
Phebe, who is t he wife of J oseph Robison, of
Houston, Texas; and James L., who is a resident
of Winnipeg, 1\fan. Although the members of
this family are widely separated, a strong bond
of affection unites them to each other and their
The vencrnt~d mother has
beloved par ents.
been an invalid for the past five years, and at
her bedside many beside her family have learned
lessons of patience and Christian resignation.
Althon~h bodily affiiction confines her to her
couch, it has not qnieted the busy bands which
through years haYe nlwqys bern so willin:z in
their work for oth<'rs. The tnstcf ul combinations
of materials into beautif ul quilts, and the dainty

fnnry w01·k f ashioned by her tireless fingers,
find r<'ntly sale among her f riends and give her
;m intct·t•st which she enjoys. At her bedside the
fnmily reunions take place, auu t he most loving,
temlcr and deYotcd nttendant is hPr hush:md,
who has resigned every business cn r·e that will
s<'pnrate him from h er. Since gil'lhood she hns
been n. coHsist<'nt member of the :\Ietbodist
Church.
J ESSI,; StL.\S Sn•CLEY was born Feb. 2, 1861,
in County Huron. H is education was obtained
in the district schools, and his life hns been devoted to farming, fr·uit culture nntl cnrpenter
work. lie accompllnied his parents to Pclee Islnnd and engaged for a short t ime in lhhing.
F or one year he followcu carpentering at Windsor, but since then has found plenty to employ
all his activity on the island. lie is one of the
leading carpenters aud derrick builders in t h is
section. In 1886 :\Ir. Srigley purchased twenty
ncr·es of land near his fnthcr's farm, which he
dcYoted to grapes and pcHches, which hHve commenced to reward him for l1is industry. H ere he
erected a comfortable home, a11d has made many
other improYements of a substantial nature.
Since a scientific examination has resulted in the
discovery of oil on his la nd, his pr·ospects look
very bright. I n addition to this fruit and oil
land, he owns some :fif ty-t\\'0 acres of marsh laml
which he advantageously farms. He also owns
a portable sawmill, cutting all kinds of building
timber, lumber and lath.
In 1886 Mr. Srigley married H enrietta Fl<'ming, daughter .of Robert Fleming, of Pelee Island, and n family of four children was born to
th<'m, namely: Russell, Everett, Silas (who dird
young), and .Alvin. Both 1\Ir. and Mrs. Sriglc>y
are consistent members of the ::\Icthodist Church,
in which b e has been (and now is) a steward and
t r ustee, and f or many years superintendent of
the Sunday School. In politics he is a L iberal,
but has never accepted any offices except those
of school trustee and township councillor . The
family is universally esteemed.
H OX H UGH C. 1\TORniS, B. A., LL.I3.,
was quite prominent in Windsor throughout the
period of his residence in t hat city, and from
the beginning of his consular service in th at
·city commanded the highest esteem of hotb public and social circles. H e is a native of the
State of l\Iichigan, and of English-Scottish ext raction.
Thomas l\Iorris, his grandfather, bearin~ a
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good old English name, was born in England, qualifications, and his residence in WindsJ r has
a type of the sturdy, self-respecting natives of brought about the most cordial relations between
that illustrious land. He and his wife both died the two countries. His dignified and cdpable
about 1872, in their own country, leaving a administration of the consular duties metJ' with
family. Joseph Morris, son of Thomas and the approval of the Government at W asbiAgton,
the father of Hugh C. J.\Iorris, was born in 1830 and was equally acceptable to the resideJts of
in Cambridge, England, and in 1857 became Windsor.
f
a resident of Canada, in 1859 marrying MarOn Jan. 31, 1885, Mr. Morris was married
garet, the estimable daughter of James Mc:M:ar- to Miss Mary Russell, daughter of the late A. J.
ron, a lady of Scottish extraction. In 1858 .Mr. Russell. lVIrs. Morris, a highly cultured lady,
and 1\frs. Morris removed to the State of 1\Iich- was also educated at Albion College, having been
igan, and there ilfr. J\Iorris engaged in a mer. a member of the class of 188 6. Two children
cantile business and also extensive farming, con- have come to this union: Russell, born Dec. 9,
tinuing in active work until 1893, since which 1888; and Ruth, born Dec. 11, 1892, who passed
time he has lived r etired.. The only child of away in 1892. I\{r. 1\Iorris has been active in
this marriage is Hugh C. l\1orris, who has occu- fraternal organizations for a long period, being
pied so eminent a position in his country's a member of the Masons, the Knights of P ythias
service.
and the Odd Fellows.
l\fr. Morris was born in 1860 in Tuscola
county, Michigan, and there gained his early
El\IANUEL MACKAY has for the past six
literary education, which was supplemented by years been the editor and proprietor of the
stu•Jy at Dryden, l\Iichigan, for three years, · Leamington News, the leading newspaper of
later at the Battle Creek (Michigan) College, .M:ersea and adjoining townships in the County
still later at the Polytechnic School, of Jefferson, of Essex. H e commenced his career as an eduOhio, and :finally at Albion (Michigan) College, cator, following the profession as high sch~·ol
where he was graduated in 1885, with the degree master successfully for many years, but for
of 13. A. During this long course of exhaustive about a quarter of a century he has devoted himstudy 1\fr. 1\Iorris engaged at various times in self to journalism, 'in which field he has won. high
teaching, and followed the profession for one rank in his section of the Dominion.
year after graduation. His ambition was not
l\fr. Mackay wa~ born May 22, 1839, in Aylsatisfied until he took a law course and was mer, County of Elgin, Orit., and is of Scottish
graduated, in 1888, from the University of and English extraction, his grandfather, Robert
Michigan, with a well-earned · degree of LL.D. l\Iackay, having been a native of Caithness,
Soon afterward l\Ir. l\Iorris settled for the prac- Scotland. In early manhood he enlisted in th11
tice of law at Marlette, 8anilac county, Mich- 42nd Highlanders, the famous Black \Yatch,
igan, where he has since made his home, with with which he served in all the continental wars
the exception of three years spent at North of the time, becoming a non-commissioned officer
Branch, Lapeer county, :Michigan- in partner· in this noted reg-iment. Aftrr receiving his disship with C. F . Gates, with whom he formed char~e from the army he settled in Lancashire,
the partnership Jan. 1, 1891. While serving England, where he passed the remainder of his
as consul he retained a large law practice in life.
Sanilac connty. :for a number of years he
George 1\fackay, father of Emanuel, was hom
was secretat·y of the board of education of t h at in 1795 in Lancashire, England. About 1820 he
county, until his increasing legal duties obliged emigrated to Canada, taking up land in the Col.
him to resign ; he "as also commissioner of Talbot tract, in 1\falahide township, County of
schools for the county in 1888-1890. On June Elgin, which was then a vast wilderness. Su~
25, 1899, the late President McKinley appointed seqnently he sold his property in Canada and
his friend and supporter, Hugh C. Morris, to remcwrd to what was then considered the far
fill the office of United States Consul, with head- \YC.<;tt>rn States, where he purchased land for two
quarters at Windsor, a most fitting reward to of his sons, but he returned to Canada anJ
an influential party worker as well as represen- bought a home near St. Thomas, Ont., ·where he
tative citizen and conrteous gentleman. Mr. spe~t the autumn of his life, dying in 1870. Mr.
Morris i:s well known throughout his native I\fackav was married to Elizabeth Wilcox, a naState as a fine campaign speAker, with other tive of Lancnshire, who proved a faithful help-
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meet through their long married life, and who when a young man and has since been identified
passed away in 1876, at the home of her son i:J with its every interest. Updght and publicWisconsin. Four children were born to them : spirited, positions of trust and r esponsibility
Robert, who is deceased; William, who lives in have been thrust upon him by his fellow-citi?.ew~,
Wisconsin; Mary, widow of Lawyer Ayers; auu and he has uniformly discharged the dntirs devolving upon him so ably as more than to jll:Stify
Emanuel.
Emanuel )fackay received excellent educa- their choice, becoming well known and prominer.t
tional advantages, which he eagerly improved. in Western Ontario.
His primary instruction ·was received in. the
!~Ir. Billing was born in Korthamptonshirr,
schools of Aylmer, and was supplemented by a. England, l\farch 1, 1816, son of John and Elizacourse in the high school of St. Thomas, Ont., a beth (Wilson) Billing, who were both nath:es or
course in Toronto University and collegiate the same county and lived and died there. 0 f
course in Trinity College, from which institu- the nine children born to these parents, W. II.,
tion he graduated in 1865, with the degree of the seventh, is the only one who left England.
A.B. lie then turned his attention to tcachinv,, · and the only one still living. He grew up in h i~
filling positions in the high scl1ools of Collin~ native land, spending most of his time with un
wood, Aylmer and Brampton, and it was in 1881, uncle in London, by whom he was educated and
while filling the position of head master of the with whom he remained until he was twenty.
Aylmer high school, that he concluded to devote About 1838 :Mr. Billing left England for Canhis time to journalism. He purchased the Ridge- ada and settled in Toronto, where he landed
town P.lain Dealet·, of Ridgctown, County or safely after seven weeks on the ocean. After
Kent, and continued to edit and publish that • spending two years in that city, in 18-10 he went
paper for eighteen years, in February, 1899, sell- to Cleveland, Ohio, where he worked as a clerk
ing same and buying the Leamington N etc.~, in the general store of Smith & Clary for two or
which he has ever since conducted. Under his able three years, and h e made his home there until
management the paper has maintained a high married, in 1845, :for some time sailing on the
Shortly
standing, both as a news organ and from an intel- lakes between Chicago and Buffalo.
lectual and literary standpoint. 1\fr. :Mackay's in- after his marriage 1\rr. Dilling gave up sailing
terest in educational mat ters did not cease 'vhen and accepted a position with Winslow & Joy, of
he abandoned teaching, and he has always givm Cleveland, in whose employ he remained for
his aid and influence in tho furtherance of move- some time, and settled down as a fnt·mer on land
ments calculated to increase or improve educa- which he purchased in Lorain County, Ohio.
tional facilities, especially in the high schools. Seven years later, in 1852, he r etnrned to Canlie served on the high school board of Ridge- ada, and has since made his home in the County
town, and is now chairman of the Leamington of Essex, Ont., on the homestead on the Talbot
high school board, and a member of the public Road, in Gosfield North, having bought originlibrary board, and county inspector of the county ally 300 acres in that township, on the advice of
house of refuge. His support, personally and Col. Prince. He and his wife began life there
through the columns of his paper, is given to all in a little log hut, and Mr. Billing at once beworthy movements, and he is regat·ded as one of gan clearing his land, which now has develcp!:'ll
the best citizens of Leamington in every respect. into a fine farm. lie has been very successful,
Mr. Mackay was married, in Yarmouth town- both as a farmer an·d in his business ventures, so
ship, County of Elgin, on Aug. G, 1863, to Uiss that while he started with practically nothing
:Mary Amelia :Michael, daughter of Robert and but his good education, he has become one of the
Catherine (Wright) Michael, of :Maple Grov·.J, wealthy men of the 1·cgion.
Yat•mouth, Ont., both of whom were from HelFrom his early r esidence in Essex, Mr. Billensburgh, Scotland. Two children have been ing bas been intima tely concerned in the manborn to Mr. and Mrs. Mackay, Wenonah and J es- agement of county affairs. His official life besie, both of whom reside at home. The famiiy gan in 1855, when, on the recommendation oi
attend the Episcopal Church.
Col. Prince, he was appointed magistrate of the
County of Essex, and his tenure of office has
SQUIRE W. H. DILLING, a Government offi- continued uninterruptedly to t he present time.
cial and volunteer militia officer of North Ridgr., He was also appointed clerk of the Divisivn
County of E ssex, came hither from E ngland Court, and held the position for some time. On
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Oct. 20, 1860, he became postmaster of North
Ridge, in Gosfield, serving seven or eight years.
From 1868 to the present he bas been commissioner for the county, having received his original appointment £rom Chief Justice William
II. Draper. For ma ny years, too, 1\Ir. Billing
was deput:r for the Crown lands, o. positi0n
which involved the writing of deeds and makiv.~
of settlements for the county. P olitically Squire
Billing has always been identified with the Liberal-Conservative party, and . during his kng
residence at North Ridge has eYer been a ze~J.
ous party man, but one who gained the respee~
of his opponents as well as of his followers.
In 1860 l\fr. Billing was appointed to raise a
company of soldiers, recruited the company
in the County of E ssex J...-nown as the North
Ridge Rifles, organized it in the following ye!'l.!',
received a captain's commission, and served eigH
years before being discharged. lie raised the
company at the request of Col Kash, district officer, Toronto. For his services as an officer during the Fenian raid he received a medal, and
still holds a commission from the Government as
brevet major. The following account of an experience the major l1ad during the Civil War is
in his own words, and appeared in an article
published by a local popcr a few years ago: "In
1861, during the American Civil War, Cnptain
Church and five men of the 8th :Michigan Regiment landed at Windsor and drove up to Nor! h
Ridge (putting their horses up at Windle
Wigle 's hostelry) for the purpose of arrestine:;
four deserters from the American army who hacl
sought an asylum on British territory, and wlw
were working at the Crawford Settlement. 1\Ir.
Wigle informed me of the captain's errand, an .l
asked if it were legal f or him to come to Canau'l
to arrest the men. I most emphatically answereJ
no, and that I would not shrink from debating
the point with the captain on his return with th!'
deserters. I immediately ordered my constable',
J ohn Noble, to warn the men out, who responded
promptly to the call of duty. In the evening
Capt. Church and his men came back with th•J
four deserters. I immediately ordered my men
to surround them, which they did with great
alacrity. I then demanded h is authority f c.r
arresting the men on British soil. lie presented
me with an order from his colonel, nuthorizing
him to arrest the men wherever he found them
-rather an omnipotent order. I relieved his
mind on one point, and that was that the order
was no good here. It might do very well on
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American soil, but after he left his own country
the order ceased to have effect. I asked the d\)·
serters if they were willing to return with their
late captain, and they with one accord answcre 1
no. I then asked them why they came with the
captain and if he had used any force to comp(-1
them to come? 'l'hey answered in the ne:;rntiYe,
stating they supposed they had to. I told
them they were at liberty to go where they chose
as they were now on British soil. I had great
difficulty in r estraining my men from annihilating the Americans for their impudence in corning over to effect an arrest. Lord 1\fonck, the
then Governor-General, wrote, thanking me f·"!.'
my services (after receiving a report of the Of!·
currcnce from Sheriff :\IcEwan). The GoYemor brought it before the home Government,
who immediately protested to the United States
Government at Washington. President Lincoln
apologized to the British Government, and thl!
matter ended.''
Still another department of the county li~•1
to which Mr. Billing contributed Yaluable services was the educational. \Vhen he first settled
in Gosficld N'orth there were no schools there,
and he was largely instrumental in establishin~
the first one in the district known as school section No. 8, organized some fifty years ago.
On Jan. 14, 1845, Squire Billing was married
to :Miss Elizabeth Glover, a native of Leicestershire, England, where her father, William Glover, of Thedonworth, Leicestershire, settled and
died. 1\Irs. BiJling came with her brother J onathan to .America. H e settled first ncar Cleveland and later moved to St. Thomas, Ont., whct'e
he died a few years Rgo. 1\Irs. Billing passe1
away ~Iay 6, 1903, a t the age of eighty. She ha·l
borne her husband seven children, two of whom
died before her, namely: Charles, the f ourth son,
who died in infancy; and Mary Elizabeth, the
second daughter and sixth child, who lived to the
age of twenty-one. William Henry Billing, thPeldcst son, was born while the family liYed in
Cleveland. First he married Amelia Henson, of
Lorain County, Ohio, and aftcrw·ard l\Iiss Sarah
McComb, of Essex Center, and they now re~id3
on a part of the old homestead, which includnl,
400 acres, and which Squire Billing dividf'cl
among his sons. John Samuel, also born in
Cleveland, married first Miss l\Ia~gie S. Hill, who
died leaving four children·, William R., Charlns
L., Arthur G. and Blanche S.; his present wife
was Miss :Maria Shepherd, of Gosfield North.
George Alfred, born in Ohio, chose f or his wife
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l\liss Louisa LonsbetTy, who died leaving five
chilclt·cu, :\laud h, F lorence, Harry S., George
A. and Joseph ; he resides on his farm in Gosfield North. :'.liss Dlanche, born at the homestead in E ssex, still lin's thc1·e. D orcas Anne
was married in Octoh<'r, 189-!, to J e t·cmy J oltnston , of the County of Essex, who settled in
Woodstock for two yeat·s. r emaining there until
1899, wl1co he sold out and went to .Essex.
I n 1840, while livin~ in Cleveland, Squire
Dilling joincll the Odd Fellows, and hns always
kept up his membership. Religiously he and his
family b<'lon.tt to the Church of England, and h~
was one of the fonudcrs of Trinity Church, of
North Ridgr. )ft·. Billing's chat·Mtcr more th,t:t
mnkrs J!OOd ltis p1·ofcs:.ions, fot· t here is no m·l' t
io till' c·mutt.'· who has more sm·cly won th<' hcnrt!'l
of nil h~· l1is sympath~·, uenc,·ol!'nce nml inte~
l'ity. . \ ctuatc{l in nil cases soh•ly by the most
honorAble moti vcs, 110 slil!hlcst aspcJ•sion was
e,·et· cast 11p011 him in his official capacities,
while nll admit that his busine~s success has been
gained only by the most honot·ablc m<>ans. Deloved alike in his home and abroatl, his life has
been a true blessing to himself and others. We
may fittingly close this sketch with anotl1cr extract from the nrticle previously mentioned. Th~
Squire is unusnnlly well prcMrved, and commenting on this fact the article says:
"To see him at his daily vocations would
put to blush some younger men. With true military benring, he can aptly be described as one of
the grand old men of Canada. In his eightyfirst year, he docs not appear to be more than
slightly over seventy. He has been a close student of political economy from a very early age.
lie docs not hastily arrive at conclusions; he believes in the old Latin proverb 1 est mod1ts in rebtts' (there is a medium in all things). lie is
a born l eader of men.
Firm, patient, high·
minded, he acts as a counterpoise to the petty
conspiracies to which men r esort to gain or r etain
power or popularity. llis political principles
have come to him from convictions, not by birth,
and through the same fountains from which his
fellow-Conservatives of British origin have
drawn their inspirations. H is car eer serves to
show that ther e is r espl!ct in Canada for men of
his stamp, even where in youth there have been
no specially favorable cir cumstances. It shows
something more : it indicat es that success comes
with integrity, no matter h ow keenly the crafty
or dishonest man may contend to the contrary.
Major Dilling, '.'·hen he passes to the great be-

yond, will leave behind an honored name, b ut
he will leave something more-a d eclaration to
young men to aspire to positions of honor and ·
po\\'er. Wherever the major is known his word
is ns good ns a boud.
. Major Dilling is
possessed of more than the average intelligence.
H e Iu1s remarkable practical common sense,
shrewdness and ready wit, with an original manner of expression; quick and sympathetic, he ha~
a wondE'rful power of influencing others, incr<•ns~<l by his loYe of helping others in an un·
ostentatious manner. He is a member of the
Church of E nglan·d, and, to judge by the charncter of the man, his is uot nn uninquiring
faith."
CrEO ROE A. l\f ORSE, . clerk of the l<'ifth
Division Court and one of the representative
l'C~idcnts of Leamington, County of Essex, was
born in J efferson county, New York, June 26,
183:3, a son of Alpheus and Electa (Priest)
:Morse.
Alplteus !lforsc was born in St. Lawrence
county, New York, while his ancestors for sevct·nl genemtions were natiYcs of Massachusetts.
'l'hr foumlct· of the family in t he New World
came from EDgland at a very early da.y and
wns ooc of the old l\fot·sc fami ly of Puritan
i\ew England stock. In young manhood .Alpheus l\Iorse engaged in farming, but later he
becnme connl.)cted with D. D Ualvin , who afterwart! became a member of Parliament, and a
1\'Ir. Drick in a timber business. In 1850 Alpheus
1\forsc came to Canada and was for a number
of years associated with 1\Iessrs. Calvin and
llrick in a timber business, 1\fr. ~Iorse being
located at Windsor, and later nt Sandwich,
where he died in 1854, aged for ty-four year s .
He and his wife had a family of seven children,
namely: George A. is mentioned below. Wesley
G. is mentioned elsewhere. Albert D . is a merchant at nutler, Indiana. E lccta A. is the wife
of John MeR. Selkirk, postmaster of Leamington. Lucian G. married Hulda A. Malott, and
both are deceased; their children were reared
by his brother George. Alpbeus, twin of Electa,
died in infx.u cy. Victoria died when two years
old.
George A. Morse remained at home, working
upon t he farm and attending the common schools
until he was eighteen, at which time, in 1851,
he followed his father to Canada, and was associated with him in t he lumber business. Soon
after his father's death Mr. Morse sevct·ed hie
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con:1cction with the lumber trade, and went into
t he stave business as a salaried man, and following this he was engaged in fishing in Lake Erie
for some time. About 1862 he came to Leamington, where he found employment as a clerk
in a mercantile establishment for tht·ee years
at the cod of which time he was taken into
partnership by his employer, John Setteringt on, and the year following Mr. l\Iorse and :Mr.
William Wigle purchased the interest of l\lr.
Setterington, and for another year car ried on
the business. )!r. l\Iorse then purchased the
interest of 1\Ir. Wigle, and for some ten years
conducted the business as sole proprietor. Then
he sold the business to his brother, Lucia.n G.,
now deceased, and retired to a farm about one
mile from town, where he resided eleven years.
Then he ·returned to Leamington, having been
made clerk of the Division Court some two years
. prior to this, and he held the office continuously
for twenty-one years. He has also been interested in :fire insurance, representing the leading
companies, arid he still conducts his :fine fam1
of 100 acres, some thirty acres of which are in
fruit. At one, time Mt·. 1\forse owned 200 acres,
hut he gave half of this farm to his son.
On May 1, 1854, l\Ir. :Morse married )fiss
Sarah J. Malott, daughter of Theodore Malott,
of 1\Iersea township, one of the prominent men
of that section, and ex:-\mrden and justice of the
. peace, no'>v deceased. And on her mother's
side she was of U. E . Loyalist descent. Six children have been born to l\lr. and l\Irs. )forse, four
of whom survive: Nelson D., a farmer of Mersea township, married l\Iary Simpson, and they
have two children, George, deceased, and Stafford. Edith L. married M. W. Meisner, of
· Leamington, and they have two children, George
and J;ila. Georgiana A. is the widow of T. H.
Simpson, of Chicago, 111. Adasa V. married
W. 0. Franklin, of Port Rowan, and they have
two daughters, Helen and 1\Iarion.
'Mr. Morse is a stanch supporter of the Grit
p arty. For a number of years he has been justice of the p eace, has also served as reeve of the
t ownship, and has been warden of the county.
In 1894 he was made commissioner of the County
of Essex, which honorable position he still holds.
Mr. Morse has been a member of the Methodist
Church for the past thirty-three years, and
while acting as recording steward of that body
was presented with a framed copy of thanks for
h is valuable services. I n 1859 1\Ir. Morse was
made a Mason in Kingsville, and he is one of

I
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the charter members of the l\lasonic lo:lge at
Leamington.
On May 1, 1904, Mr. and :Mrs. l\Iorse celebrated their Golden Wedding. For over fifty
years they have stood together, and though at
times they have been bowed with son·ow, and
sickness has sometimes visited them, yet have
they enjoyed an ample share of health and
prosperity. Hospitality, good cheel' and helpfulness to others have been generously dispensed in their home, and their infinence and assistance have been steadily extended to aid in
progressive movements of a material, social, or
religious nature f ot· the general public welfare.

J AJIBS GA RDil\E.l~. Among the most
highly esteemed r esiden.ts of the County of Kent
is the venerable James Gardiner, who, at thr.
eighty-ninth milestone in life's journey, is still
in good health, in possession of all of his faculties, and one of the most genial gentlemen of th(!
city of Chatham.
l\fr. Gardiner comes of North of Irelan(!
stock on his mother's side, and of Scotch blood
on the father's side of the family. Singleton
Gardiner, his grandfather, was born in IrclanJ
about the middle of the eighteenth centurr, anJ
there passed his whole life. H is immediate descendants were two sons and one daughter, viz.:
Thomas, Singleton, and Ann, deceased, who became Mrs. Henry Coyne.
Singleton Gardi.n er (2), son of Singleton, and
father of James, in 1805 settled on the line between Putnam and Westchester Counties, New
York, where he purchased thirty acres of land,
a part of which was situated in each county. His
brother and sister also came to the States anti
settled in the same locality. Singleton Gardiner
lived in the State of New York until 1816, when
he removed with his family to Port Talbot,
County of l\Iiddlesex, Ont., on the 'l'albot Road,
three miles from the residence of Col. Talbot,
and there purchased :fifty acres of land. In 1825
he sold this property and settled on the ThamdS
river, in the County of Middlesex, having purchased 240 acres of land at Andover, in LiWc
York (Toronto), for $425. Mr. Gardiner also
bought 200 acres on the opposite side of the
river from his other property, and on this 20()
acres be settled in 1825. There he died in 1834,
at the age of sixty years. I n 1803 he married
Ruth Hamilton, who was born in I reland in
1773, and died in CaDada, :March 19, 1858. · To
this worthy couple were born two sons and two
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daughters, available records giving these facts with good health and bears his weight of year!~
concerning them: (1) Mary, who was born in like a much younger man, his genial manner
1804, married John Gibb, and settled on the 240- smoothing away many rough places in his long
acre tract purchased at Andover. She died in path, both for himself and others.
1865, and was the mother of four sons and four
On Feb. 20, 1836, l\Ir. Gardiner was married
daughters, three of her children still surviving- to Rebecca li'leming, of Aldborough townshi!J,
1\frs. Thomas Farwell, of Wallaceburg; Mrs. J ohn County of Elgin, a daughter of James Fleming
Hyslop, of Grand F'orks, North Dakota; and and. an aunt of Dr. Fleming of Chatham. A
John Nelson Gibb, of Wallaccburg, Ont. (2) family of five children was born to this union,
· Deborah, born in 1806, married George Gibb, and namely: ( 1) William E., born Sept. 30, 1837,
became the mother of five children, three of marr ied Agnes Barr, daughter of the late Dr.
whom survive-Dr. George Gibb, of Blenheim, Barr, of Chatham. One son of this marriage,
Mrs. Thomas Neil and Helen. (3) William McGregor, married! Georgiana Moore, by whom
Gardiner died in 1860. He was the father of he had one daughter, Gladys, born in 1898. · (2)
these children : Adelia, deceased ; Thomas, de- Samuel Fleming, born Dec. 25, 1839, marrief.i
ceased; Mary, IIIrs. John Marcus, of the County Jennie Holmes, and they have <me son, SamuP.l
of Middlesex; Cecilia, Mrs. Irwin, of St. Thomas; Nobl e. Samuel F. Gardiner is the capable manMattie, :Urs. John Porter, of Thamesville; Wini- ager of the Chatham Loan & Savings Compan~.
fred, 1\Irs. Petch, a telegrapher at Tillsonburg; C3) Miss Barbara Ann resides in Chatham and
Sing-leton and William, who were drowned while cares for her father, a dutiful daughter and a·
bathing in the Thames; I sabella, a telegraph most estimable lady. (4) Jane married W. G.
<>perator at \Vardsville; and Howard, a farmer McGeorge, and died in 1901, leaving childrenEthel, Sybil, Flora and William. (5) Matilda
in the same locality.
,James Gardiner, the youngest member of his married Isaac Coyne, a merchant in Toronto, and
\)nrcnts' f amily, was born Aug. 31, 1814, in Put- they have three sons, DeWitt, Percy and Stannam County, New York, and with his father's ley. The mother of this family passed out of life
tamily lived in the different places above men- in 1891, leaving behind many who sincert'ly
tioned. At the age of twenty years, in 1834, h1' mourned the loss of so kind and loving a wife,
be:zan his individual career, operating a saw- mother and neighbor.
mill, a gristmill and also a farm in the County
of :Middlesex, the latter being located in Lot 28,
JOHN RODD, who is a retired lumberman
first range north of the river. This property all and farmer of North Colchester, County Essex,
finally came into his possession, and to its man- was born Oct. 30, 1824, in Cornwall, England,
agement and cultivation M:r. Gardiner gave his a son of William and Ann (Hockaday) Rodd.
~nergies until 1870, when, in December of that
William Rodd was born in 1799, in Cornwall,
year, he r emoved to Chatham, later disposing o~ and his wife in 1797, in Devonshire. ThE>y
t.he property. Mr. Gardiner is a man of soma passed their lives in England, where he died in
means and permits his capital to work for him. 1839 and she in 185,6. Of their family of seven
He is a stockholder in the Chatham Loan & Sav- childt·en, John and his sister )sabella, the la~
ings Company, of which his son Samuel is man- · widow of W'illiam Prouse, were the only ones
ager, and is the oldest member of the board. Mr. to come to Canada. M:t·s. Prouse died in 1904;
Gardiner has always taken a deep and intelli- she resided at Little Britain, Ont., and had one
gent interest in general affairs and in the poli- son, Dr. Edwin, of 'Windsor. Of the other memtical outlook, voting consistently with the Re- bers of the family, Jane and Betty are still livform party. For many years he has been a mem- ing ; and William and Thomas are deceased.
ber of the l\fethodist Church. Mr. Gardiner in
J ohn Rodd was the eldest of the family and
his interesting reminiscences of the life of his was educated in the English schools of Cornyouth takes his hearer back to a very primitive wall. Some years before coming to Canada., iu
style of living, and to him and others the present 1843, he lived on the farm of his uncle, John
generation. is indebted for the ease and comfort Hockaday, and thus gained some practical exof to-day. The pioneers blazed the way. Mr. perience. Mr. Rodd can easily recall his long
Gardiner has in every way been a useful citizen, voyage of five weeks on a sailing vessel and how
filling various local positions, and since 1847 has glad he was to again touch English soil at Quebeen a justice of the peace. He ·has been blessed bec. He located first at Darlington, County oZ
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Durham, and engaged in farming, soon after en- Xot·mal s<:hool of County Essex and is now one
tering into a partnership with J ohn Smith, oi of the suc<:essful tea<:hcrs of the couuty, very
Durham, in a lumbet·ing businer..'l, operating u highly esteemed. John II., born at Dul'lingtou,
sawmill also. Until 18il ~Ir. Rodd remained in completed the public school course in County
County D urham, nnd then came to Gesto, Col- Essex, studied law at Toronto Univct1iity an·l
chester .1\orth, here, in partnership with l\fr. O:;goodc Hall, and i:; now a successful lawyer at
Barrett, erecting n sawmill on the li.Ialden Roa:i. Windsor; he married a Miss Marks, of Toronto,
This partnership existed f or three years, at the and they have one daughter, Carrie Olivia.
end of which time :Mr. Rodd purchased the in- .Adelia married H. Pierce, a farmer, and th('y
terests of l\Ir. Barrett, continuing the business have three children, Edwin, Oli,-e and Estella.
alone until 1891, when he turned it over to his
)[r. Hodd has always been identified with th~
son. After disposing of his lumber entcrpri.;;•!, Reform party and has filled local offices in thl!
:Mr. Rodd turned his attention more to his farm- township, serving as councilman for ten year:3.
ing interests, and continues to keep a ~encral He has always been prominent in school matters
management of Rnmc, although he resides "in the and was one of the organizers and one of the
village of Gesto, in a very fine home he built, and trustees of the first school at Gesto. He has
from which he dri\·cs to his farm as suits his con- always shown great strength of character, whit•h
ycni<>nce.
l1as inspired such confidence and respect that h;s
After coming to Canada and getting well advice is frequently sought, and for the pa:>t
established, ::.\Ir. Rodd in 1849 rnarri<>d Annie twenty years he has been a justice of the peace,
Vanstone, who was born in England, and die 'i his decisions giving satisfaction in almost a;.!
in County Durham in 1853, leaving two daugh- cases. He has reared a most admirable family,
ters, one o£ whom died in childhood. 'fhe other, one which reflects credit upon the community
J ennie, the younger, was born in County Dur- and far more upon parents who have reared th~m
ham and married Marwood Barrett, at that time in the fear and admonition of the Lord. Mr.
of Colchestct·.
H er death left six childrrn Rodd has long been a leader in the Methodist
motherless, namely : Loveday, Russell, Everett, Church and was one of the f ounders of the
Jl;(arcus, Merwin and Jennie.
church at this point, to which he bas been a libIn 1855 l\Ir. ·nodd ·married (second), 1\Ii~s eral benefactor. For twenty-five years he servd
Clarissa Prouse, of County Durham, who was as superintendent of the Sabbath School, and the
born in England, where she was finely rducatctl. love and esteem in which he is held was delicately
Eight children were born of this marriag.?, shown in 1900 by the presentation to him of a
namely : Caroline became the wife of Rev. H. gold watch as a testimonial in appreciation of
1\loore, a l\Iethodist minister of County EssPA, · his faithful service. In fact, l\Ir. Rodd may he
stationed as Gesto, and she died near Toronto, called the leading spirit of the church at this
lE-aving five children: John, Henry, Clariss~, place, and his influence has been widespread. In
Walter and Nellie. Elizabeth A., born in Count.v the domestic circle he is the center of affection
Durham, marrit-d James Austin, a merchant of and veneration, and in all his dealings with his
Olmstead, Canada, nod they have three children : fellow-men he has shown such justice and upPriestley, Clara and Stella. William, born at rightness that th~y admire and value him as do
Darlington, County Durham, mnrri('d a :\fis..o; his kindred. It is a pleasant retrospect for 1\fr.
Gardner, of Colchester, and they have two son!':, Rodd, in the evening of life, to look back over
Roscoe and Roy. He is engaged in a lumbt•r so much accomplished, so many kind deeds done,
business on the Canadian side of the Sault Ste. so many h<>avy loads lifted from others.
l\larie. Ada, born in Darlington, married her
brother-in-law, Rev. H. Moore, and they have one
DOUGLAS JA:'IrES :\fACQUEEN, cashier of
child, Della. Dr. Edwin, born at Darlington, the l\lichigan C<>ntral Railroad, Windsor, Ont.,
was educated in 'the County Essex public schools descended from the ancient Highland family of
and the Chatham Business College, and then be- l\lacqueens of Corrybrough, his great-greatcame a medical student at Detroit, being grad- grandfather being Roderick Dur l\Iacqueen, th('
uated from the Detroit Medical College in 1893; hardy chieftain who with 500 men bid dcfian('e
he is now a practicing physician of that city; h .~ to King J ames.
In the next generation is ·found a bra"'e milimarried Anna Woodbridge, of Canada, in 18!l5.
Clara, born at Darlington, was educated in the tary leader in the British army, Capt. l\Iacquee~1
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of the 9th Lancers, "·ho died in 1852. H e mar- Quebec, J an. 12, 1840, son of Robert and Cathried J ane Nasmyth, daughter of Sir James Xa- el'ine (Robertson) Selkirk.
Robert Selkirk was born in Lanarkshire,
smyth, third Daronet of Posso, on whose estate
the well-known "Dlack Dwarf" built h is house. Scotland, near Glasgow, while his wife was born
Capt. Macctueen owned the largest sugar planta- in Perthshire, Scotland, and both were brought
tion in the West I ndies, called P otosie, having by their parents when young to what is now the
over 2,000 slaves, who were all set free by the County of Chateauguay, Quebec. Later the
English Government, which paid for them. The families removed, about 1865, to ) Iersea townchildren of Capt. ~Iacqueen were Arthur, who ship, County of Essex, Ont., where Robert Seldied in Australia; Charles, who died in En~ kirk spent the remainder of his life in what
land; · Jam<'s, of the Royal Navy, who W!lS is now known as Blytheswood. He was a radical
drowned off the battleship "Royal George"; in politics, sometimes voting for the ConservaJ ohn J ames; and Georgina, Eleanor and Agnes, tive candidates, ·and again casting his vote for
those of another party, being lar·gely influeoccu
deceased.
J ohn James ~Incqueen, the father of Dou·glas by the fitness of the man for the office in ques,James, wns born in 1815 in Scotland, and died tion. Being a man of intelligence and excellent
in 1872 in England. In early life he joined the judgment, he became very prominc11t, .and en3rd Dragoons, and later was appointed inspector j oyed the respect and esteem of a wide circle
general of customs. lie married the daughter o.f o.f friends. H e and his wife were the parents
Squire Oviatt, of Aylesbury, who was born in of eleven children, six of whom survive, namely:
1830, and died in 1886. The children born Lo J ohn 11IcR. ; 1\fargaret, who married Norman
them were: Alice Maud, married to J ohn McDonald, of Leamington; Charles; Janet, who
'l'ownes, Richmond, E ngland; Douglas J ames; married J ohn Ainslie, of :Manitoba; William;
and Donald Arthur John, '~ho located in India. and J ames. The deceased are James, Agnes
(who married William Reed, of Mersea), I saDouglas James l\facqueen was born ~Iarch 30,
bella, Robert and Catherine ()Irs. George
1848, in Edinburgh, Scotland, and in 1868 he
Black) .
joined the 3rd D ragoons. In 1871 he came to
John McRobie ·s elkirk was reared in his
Canada to visit his cousin, Col. Villiers, of Hamfather's home, and acquired a fair education
ilton, son of Capt. George Villiers, of the Royal
in the common schools, to which he has added
Life Guards "Dlue," and ~p:eat-gr~mdson of
considerably by extensive reading and close obGeorge Villiers, Dnke Of Buckingham. Mr. 1\facset·vation. H e was the eldest of his father's
queen came to Windsor, Ont., in 1872, and was
family, so naturally many of the burdens fell
united in marriage with Miss Ada Isabella·
upon his young shoulders, and he nobly did his
Whyte, who 'vas born in :\Iontreal; cxtendeJ
.share in helping at home. In 1864 he le ft home
mention of this prominent f amily will be found
and came to 1\fersea township, Connty of Essex,
elsewhere in the work. Blanche Minnie Chat·although it was his intention to go to British
lotte, Grace Rankin, :Murray Fitzherbert and
Columbia, via the overland route, but when he
Reginald Villiers are the children born to them.
reached this county ne \vas so impt;essed with
Mr. l\Iacqueen is also connected to the Duke of
the possibilities of the locality that he decided to
H amilton and Sir John Murray, of Philiphaugh,
remain. With an axe upon his sh oulder he went
Peeblt>s, Scotland. Jiis family is one which t:>
into
the bush and started to work. He spent
justly esteemed in the circles of Windsor.
the years 1864 and 1865 in getting out timber
and farm work, with a short interval spent in
JOHX McROBIE SELKIRK, for over the manufacture· of pearlash for J ohn ITope,
t wenty-nine years postmaster at Leamington, of Dlytheswood.
was fifteen years local manager of the Bell
On Oct. 24, 1865, Mr. Selkirk married :Miss
Telephone Company at that place, and h as EJecta A. Morse, of Mersea township, who at
been for the same length of time and still is the time of their marriage was a most popular
district superintendent under the Dominio~ young teacher in the public school at BlythesGovernment, of the Pelee I sland Telephone wood, and a most charming and highly educated
line; he is Police Magistrate for Leamington young lady. )Jine children have been born to
and one of its most prominent men. Mr. Sel- this union, five of whom survive: Edith V. markirk was born in the County of Beauharnois, ried W. E. Cascadden, of L apel, Indiana, and
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they have two sons, Neldo and Earle. Electa B.
is at p1·esen t assis tan t postmaster at Blind Ri vcr,
Ont. Robert M. is assistant postmaster at Leamington. Alpheus V. J. and Arvilla V. E. are
at home.
After his marriage Mr. Selkirk continued his
work of clearing, bearing his share in the development of the section, but in Dec., 1867, he
removed to Leamington, and has since made this
town his place of abode. For fifteen yeat·s :;\Ir.
Selkirk held the r esponsible position of local
manager of the Bell Telephone Company1 and
is also still district superintendent of the Pelee
Island Telephone System, dischar·ging these duties w;th the same conscientious exactness which
has always characterized all his actions.
In early years Mr. Selkil"k was a Reformer in
politics, but later became independent. Since
July, 1875, he bas held the responsible p osition of
postmaster at Leamington, an office fot· which
he is well fitted, r eceiving his appointment under ::\IcKenzie's administration. Other honors
have been conferred upon 1\k Selki1·k, for in
1875 he was made town clerk of Leamington,
and held the first elections in the village and
afterwanl in the town of Leamington . This
office he retained until 1891, and during the

greater port ion of the time has also discharged
the duties o:f town h·easurer, which office he still
holds to the satisfaction of his constituents and
the advantage of the town. Ile has been the
incumbent of this latter office, with the exception of three years, since 1876. For many years
Mr. Selkirk has been justice of tl1e p eace for
Essex, and for some t en or more ycal's he has
been police magistrate of the ·t own of
Leamington.
· In reugious matters 1\Ir. Selkirk is a Presbyterian, and is quite prominent in thnt church,
being the senior elder, and he was until I ately
also session clerk. He was one of the founders
.of the church in that place and has always been
one of its most liberal supporters. The family
is prominent socially a well as in othet· directions, and enjoys in the highest degree the full
confidence o,f neighbors and :friends generally.
FRANK 1\fO~FORTON, a wealthy farml!r
of the 4th Concession, L ot 10, in Anderdon township,· belongs to a family that is very prominent
in the County of E ssex, and is himself not only
influential in the p olitical affairs of his locality,
but also a leader among th~ churchmen, having
at one time studied for the priesthood. Tic iQ
8

one of the younger men of the

I I !3

comm~~-ity,lha;

ing been born in Sandwich West, July 27, 1860,
son of William and Angelic (Gignac) Monforton.
The first of the family to come to Canada
was Frank :i\Ionforton, the grandfather o£ our
1
snbjcct, who was an officer in the French army
and came on one of the war boats to Quebec aud
l>ctt·oit previous to the war of 1812. H e was
established with the French army at Amherstburg during the war of 1812, after which he settled on a farm in Sandwich West, and the1·c
died. Frank Uonforton left nve sons and fonr
daughters: (1} William·, the father of Fran\;,
was the eldest. ( 2) Francis Xavier (deceased},
was a farmer of Sand\1·ich \Yest. He had a family of six children-three boys and three girls.
(3) Gregory (deceased), " ·ho ·was a carpenter of
Sandwich town, had t11·o sons and one daughtrr.
( 4 ) H enry, now a wealthy retired f armer oi
Bozeman, l\Iont ana, has a family of five chi!dren. (5) Noah, born in Sandwich \Yest, whl'll
a young man entered the American Civil '\iar
as a harnessmalter ·for the United States government, and has never been heard of by his frieJ:!ds
in Canada from that timr. (6) Odile, born in
Sandwich \Vest, now deccnsed, '"as the wife d
E!-:trM Jauniss, of Scmdwich West, and left tw0
clnughters. (7) Catht>rine (deceased) , marrir•l
.\lexandcr Ouellette, of Sandwich South. (8)
)[clonic is the d eceased wife of .Alexander B cnit!'au, of Anuerdon to,,·nship. ( 9 ) Zoe is the
wife of Ephraim Charette, who Jives on the to1rn
liue of .Andcrdon. They have no family.
'Yilliam Monforton w11s born in Sandwich
W est in Augu~t, 1813, ancl in 1837 married an•l
S<'ltlccl on his father's old home~tead. His wift>,
..\ngelic Gignac, was a nntive of the same plal'?,
born in February, 1813. ~rank 1\Ionforton, S1·.,
died before his :family was grown, and upon the
(.>ldcst son, William, devolved the responsibilily
of bringing up the younger brothers and sister::;.
William Monforton became one of the wealth,,·
nnd in.fiuential citizens of Sandwich West. I [c
g1·adually increased his property holdings, unt1l
he owned 400 acres of land in Sandwich 'Ye.~t:
and Anderdon, and during his lifetime bo11ght
and gave each of his sons a fine farm. He wtiS
an enthusiastic 11dherent of the Catholic Church,
was one of the found<'rs of the church in San .lwich. and for twenty years a. trustee of the Amherstburg Church. Politically he was always a
Liber al. and be S('rved as a local m1l.gistrate in
Sandwich 'Vest for a full quarter of a century.
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He died in 1897, and his wife's death followed the County of Essex, for the entire family are
well-to-do and prominent farming people in
in 1901.
Willi::un Monforton and his wife were the Sand wich West and Anderdon.
parents of si:r children: (1) J ames was born in
1846, and (2) J oseph in 1848. (3) B athille,
REV. DUNCAN HENRY HIND, rector of
born in 1850, is the wife of Charles Gignac, of St. J ohn's Church, of Sandwich, is a native of
Andcrdon, and has a family of four children, the city of Toronto, and a son of Dr. Henry
Albert, Willie, Louise and H erbert. ( 4) Remi Youle Ilind. His grandfather, Thomas Hind, n
lives on the old homestead. (5) Peter, born in native of England, born about 1782, was by o~
1858, married and settled ncar the old home- cupation a manufacturer of lace, and died in his
stead, where he died in 1900, leaving a wife and native land in 1863. H is wife, who bore the
six children. (6) Frank is the youngest mem- maiden name of Sarah Youle, died in 1885, at
the advanced age of ninety-three years. Among
ber of this old family.
Frank Monforton received his early educa- their children was a son, Henry Youle Hind, who
tion in the public schools of Sandwich West. became very prominent in scientific circles in
Later he attended the Sandwich Assumption Col- Canada. He was born in Nottingham, England,
l<'ge, where he studied for the priesthood, and in 1823, and with his wife now resides in Windwas one of the scholarly young men of the insti- sor, N.S. On coming to Canada he located iu
tution. Preferring outdoor life, however, he fin- Toronto, where for some time he was professor
ally gave up thoughts of the clergy and engaged of chemistry and mathematics in the Normnl
· in farming at the old homestead. After he mar- School of the city, and he was later professor of
rit>d he s~ttlcd on his present farm, the larger chemistry and geology in Trinity College, Topart of which he has cleared. lie has put up a rontQ. In 1857 Dr. llind was sent out by the
house, barn and outbuildings, and made so many government as geologist of the Kative Exploring
improvements generally, that he now bas one of Expedition to the Northwest, and again in 1858
the best equipped and most highly cultivated he went out on a similar expedition. In 1861 h~
·was the geological explorer of the interior of
farms in Anderdon.
Mr. Uonforton has been married three times. Labr ador for the Canadian Government; in
His first \vife, who was l\Iiss J osephine O'Dette, 1866 he was on the geological survey of the Pro·
was born and reared in Anderdon, and died in vince of Nova Scotia, and later was geological
1891, lea,•ing three children: Edward, born D ec. consulting engineer for private companies. Io
12, 1887; Adolph, born Jan. 12, 1889; and Ar- 1876 he was employed by the government for sci.
thur, who died in childhood. 1\fr. MQnforto'l entific research in regard to the settlement of the
married for his second wife, in 1892, Miss J ennie fisheries at Halifax, N.S. Dr. Hind foundeJ
Bazaire, Qf Anderdon, who died at the home in the Church of England school for girls at Wind1898, leaving him five children: Clara, Theophile, sor, N.S., which has now attained a continental
Louis, Paul and Elizabeth. The present Mt·s. reputation.
Dr. Hind was married, in 184~, to Catherine
Monforton was Miss Ellen Bazaire, a sister of
the second wife, and to this union two children Sarah Cameron, who was born in 1820, in Enghave been born: John Baptist, in 1902, and Mary land, of Scottish parentage, and was a daughter
.Angelina, Oct. 20, 1904. The whole family ar3 of Duncan and Sarah (Baily) Cameron; Dunmembers of the patholic Church, in which Mr. can Cameron was colonel of the 79th High.
Monforton is very prominent. Politically he is a landers. To Dr. Hind and his wife have come
Liberal, but while he wields much influence he the following children: Thomas F. N., born i!l
has never aspired to office. He was the organizer .1851, died young; Duncan Henry, born June 24,
of the Patrons of Husbandry in Essex County, 1853, is mentioned below; Catherine Sarah, born
is a member of the order of Foresters at Ander- in 1855, resides in Nova Scotia; John YQuiP,
don, of which he is secretary, and has served as born in 1857, died at the age of twenty-two
delegate to Toronto, and is also a leading mem. years ; Kenneth C., born in 1861, resides in Haliber of Branch No. 62, C.M:.B.A. He has been fax, where he is chaplain to the Bishop of Nova
one of the school trustees, and acted as secretary Scotia ; James Archibald is deceased; Margaret,
and treasurer of the board for thirteen years. twin sister of Jam~s, was born in 1863, and reMr. Monforton and his wife stand high socially sides in Nova Scotia.
Rev. Duncan Henry H.i nd was born in Toin their community and are well known all over
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ronto, and was educated in the collegiate institute and at King's College, N()va Scotia. For
several terms after completing his college course
he was a civil engineer in Kova Scotia and the
1\orth-\Vest. In 1879 h e was ma<le deacon by
Bishop Binney, and in 1880 was ordained priest
at the same hands. The first charge of Rev. :\Ir.
Hind was in Prince Edward I sland, where he re-·
mained three years, and in 1882 he came to l3nrford, County of Brant, whet•e h e continued three
years, in 1885 going to Chesley, where he remained until 1887. lie was then stationed at
Sandwich, where for seventeen years he has been
rector of St. J ohn's Church. 'fhe congregation
known as St. John's was founded in 1792, and
its fit·st house of worship was a log edifice. In
1812 a brick building was begun, but t he war
of that period deferred its completion until1818.
During the forties the tower of the present edifice was erected, and in 1874 the walls of the first
church building were razed and the preRent houRe
of worship built. The list of the x·ectors who
have presided over the spiritual and material
welfare of St. John's Chmch from the b('ginning
is as follows: Rev. Richard Polland; Rev. Robert Short; Rev. William Jolmson; Rev. D. Welby
(who in 1840 presented the rectory to the .
church ); Rev. William Ritchie; Rev. 1\fr. Sewar;
Rev. J ohn Hurst; Rev. G. Elliot; Rev. Richard
J ohnson; and Rev. D. H. Hind.
The Re,·. Mr. llind was married, in 1876, to
l\Iiss Agnes ~Iarshall, daughter of William 1\Iarshall, a sea captain, and to their union have been
born the following named children : Agnes Catherine, Chal'les Daily Youle, Dnn~an Cameron,
Marian Clara and Henry R. Mr. IIlnd is of a
gentle and pleasing disposition, and is a very
pleasant and convincing conversatio011list. During his seventeen years' pastorate he has made
many f riends, and endeared his parishioners to
him not only on account of his learning and
ability, bnt also because of his grand traits of
character and because he carries out in his life
the doctrines he preaches.
PETER DUNCAN McKELLAR, one of the
prominent business citizens of Chatham, who for
years has ably filled the position of registrar of
the County of Kent, with a fidelity to the public
not exceeded by any other official, is of Scottish
descent, and comes from a pioneer family of the
county. The line is traced back to
J ohn and 1\fary (Clark) 1\fcKellar, who l1ad
one son, Dugall, born in 1673. Dugall l\IcKel-

.
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!at· married 1\Iary McNair, and they had wo
sons, Duncan and John, of whom the latter ~r
ried Isabella Campbell, and ·had two sons, 1eil
and Patrick. The former had one son (Dpncan) and one da ughter. Patrick was a colonel
in the British army, and was present at the taking of Gibraltar. He left a large estate, but no
children.
D uncan l\IcKellar, son of Dugal!, born in
1703, married Catherine l\IcLean, and they had
two sons, John and Archibald, and two daught ers, Mary and Catherine.
J ohn :McKellar, born in 1731, was the greatgreat-grandfather of Peter D.
Archibald l\IcKellar, the great-grandfather
of P eter Duncan, was born in Scotland, l\Iay 28,
1760. He was the father of t he following named
children: John, P eter, 1\eil, Archibald, Duncan,
David and Sarah .
P eter 1\IcKellar, of the family, was t he
grandfather of Peter D. 1\IcKellar, of Chatham.
On Aug. 1, 1811, he married Flora McNab, and
of their children only two grew to maturity :
l\fary, born Dec. 10, 1812, who married Duncan
1\Ic~ab, a merchant of Hamilton, Ont., and is
now deceased; and Archibald, born Feb. 3, 1816,
at Glenshiel, Scotland. In 1818 the latter was
brought by his parents to Canada, the family
settling in Aldborough township, County of Elgin, Ont., whet·e they lived until 1836. During
this period Peter l\IcKellar built the .first mill for
grinding grain in that section. Prior to the construction of this mill grinding had been done by
the primitive method of reducing the grain by
means of pulverizing it bet ween two stones, by
hand. In 1836 Peter McKellar removed his fam- ·
ily to l JOt 17, Raleigh township, County of Kent,
whl.'re he settled on the banks of the river
Thames, and there both he and his wife died,
the former Jan. 29, 1861, and the latter F eb. 9,
1877, at t he age of ninety-six years. They led
quiet, irreproachable lives, and are recorded as
most respected and useful pioneers of the
county.
On Aug. 11, 1836, the date of the arrival of
the family in the County of Kent, Archibald Me-.
Kellar, father of P eter D., married L ucy Me- ·
Nab, wbo was born in 1820. Aft-er their marriage they remained. on the old home, Archibald,
being the only son, continuing to assist in the
operation of the farm there until 1848, when he
removed to Chatham and formed a partnership
with J ohn Dolsen in the lumber business, an association which continued until 1863. Durin~
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these years of active business life in Chatham,
·Archibald McKellar had been a member of the
Western District council and also of the city
council of Chatham. His ability as a public man
was recognized still more fully when he was sent,
in 1857, to the Pat·liament of the United Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. In 1867 he
was elected to the Parliament of Ontario, which
position he ably held until 1874, and during a
part o.£ this time he was a very p'rominent :figure, being Provincial Secretary and a commissioner of public works. In 1874 he retired to
the shrievalty of Wentworth, residing in· Hamilton, Ont., and holding that position · until his
death, F eb. 11, 1894; his wife preceded him Feb.
13, 1857, at the age of. thirty-seven years. 'l'o
Arch ibald McKellar and his wife were born the
following named children: Peter Duncan is a
resident of Chatham. Mary Jane, born Aug. 13,
1841, married Rev. John Mcl\feehan, Sept. 18,
1861, and died June 19, 1870, leaving four sons.
F lora, born April 8, 1843, married William H.
Birrell in 1865. Sarah Ann, born March 13,
1845, married F eb. 19, 1868, George H. Sanborn,
. of Fargo, North Dakota, and they have one
daughter, Millicent. Janet, born Jan. 22, 1847,
married Jan. 20, 1869, John R. Gemmill (who is
t he present sheriff of the County of K ent ) and
died leaving three sons and three daughters.
· Donald, born Feb. 5, 1850, married Lemila Bobier, Oct. 17, 1876, and they have four living
children. Thomas, born Jan. 27, 1853, died
March 13, 1893, unmarried. Lucy Marion, born
March 2, 1855, married pavid G.. Fleming, Sept.
1, 1875, and died J u-ly 27,- 1879, leaving one
· daughter.

1883, with D. G. Fleming as president and S . T.
1\Iartin as manager and treasurer.
He is the
owner of 750 acres of :fine farming land in the
County of K ent, which is tenanted, and also
owns a fine home on Victoria avenue, in Chat ham, and is very justly regarded as one of the
solid and substanti1rl men of the county.
On Oct. 19, 1876, Mr. McKeJlar was married
to Miss Louise Ann Stegmann, of Toronto, who
died June 30, 1890. 1\fr. McKellar belongs to the
First Presbyterian Church of Chatham, of whicll
his wife was also a member, and he is prominent
in the city's social life. He views the political
field as a supporter of the Liberal pat·ty.

FATHER JOSEPH ED~IO)iD :MEUNI ER,
priest of St. Alphonsa 's Church, at Windsor,
County of Essex, is a native of l\Iontreal, born
in 1860, a son of John Baptist Meunier, a farmer n ear :Montreal.
Father Meunier took an eight-years' classical
course at St. Theresa College, Province of Quebec, and then entered upon a four-years' course
to fit him for the priesthood, at the seminary
at Montreal. On July 5, 1884, h e was ordained
priest in St. Mary's Church, that city, by Bishop
Fabre. Soon aft er his ordination Father 1\Ieunier was assigned to the parish known as St.
John East near Quebec, whe1·e he remained
for one year. H is next charge was on the
Magdalen Islands, Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
he there continued for four years, dUt·ing which
time he did much good, although during the
winter months the island was very dreary, 0''7ing to the fact that as soon as cold weather began
all communi'cation was cut off from the mainP eter Duncan 1\IciCellar was born Nov. 2, land until the return of spring. Upon his r eturn
1839, on the old homestead in Raleigh township, from this charge Father :Meunier officiated for
County of Kent, and was nine years of age when one year in Montreal, thence, in 1890, being
his father moved to Chatham. I n the public sent to Belle River, where h e t·emRined until
schools of that city he receh·ed his early educa- his appointment to his present parish, Jan. 17,
tion, which ·was supplemented by a cou1·se in the 1901. This parish is a large one, comprising
Upper Canada College, and a law course at Uni- about ·eight hundred families, and he has two
versity College, at Toronto. During these years assistants. The parish was organized in 1865
he had been applying himself to the study of law, with Father F . Wagner in charge, and he served
and in July, 1862, during his third year, he was until 1895, when he 'vas succeeded by Father
appointed to his present position, a t estimonial Bayard, and after two years Father Flannely
of worth, as Mr. McKellar was at that time but took charge, until Father Meunier '~as appointtwenty-three years of age. lie has mo~t effi- ed. On Dec. 6 1903, the Lord Bishop of Lonciently :filled the office for more than forty years. don appointed him Vicar-General of the Diocese
By his acceptance of this position his law course of London.
was cut short one year.
In addition to the work of the parish proper,
Mr. McKellar is a stockholder in 11nd secre- Father Meunier has charge of t h e spiritual weltary of the Chatham Dredging Co., formed in fare of the convent of the parish, establish ed in
1
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1867, and also of the hospital, established in
1887. In 1903 an addition was erected, abont
100 x 40 feet, and three stories in height, mal{·
ing the entire building 175 f eet long, besides the
chapel and hall. Twenty sisters are here engaged in teaching, with about 160 pupils in literary work, music, painting, etc. Father Meunier is a scholarly, genial gentleman, devoted to
his people, and one who wins friends without
nnmber outside the confines of his church.

When he was quite a small boy, Adolphe J.
E. Belleperche came with his mother to Windsor,
where he was reared and educated and has ever
since resided. His first employment was as railroad ticket agent in the city, and he continued
as such for about ten years. He then engaged iu
the produce business for a time, and his next
change was to newspaper work, in which he remained for five years. In 1899 he received his
appointment to his present position in the Inlau•l
Revenue service, and in connection with its duADOLPHE J. E. 13ELLEPER.CIIE, ll n::m ties he looks after the cultivation of the olJ
who has been identified with public life in \\'ind - homestead farm, to which he fell heir. His prPsor in various capacities for n numhc<· of ·''•'a ,.,~. sent incumbency was not the first of a public n:tand at present connected with the Inland Rev·t~ ture he had been called upon to fill. He serv·~<l
ntt<J service, is a descendant of one of the earl y two years, 1891-92, as a member of the city counFrench families of the County of Essex. lie was cil, and for six years was a member of the city
born Nov. 14, 1865, on the £arm five miles from board o£ education. His political support was
Windsor, purchased from the aborigines by his ·always given to. the Liberal party.
.ancestors four generations ago.
In 1886 l\fr. Belleperche married ~Iiss IsaPierre 13elleperche, the :first of this line of bella Aldred, daughter of Capt. William Aldred,
whom we have local record, was born in Quebr-t! and to the union have come four children,
in 1699, a.nd in 1727 came to Detroit, where h·~ namely: Mary Alma, Adolphe Roy, Paul Earnest
·subsequently married Marie Anne Campeau. A
(deceased) and William Aldred. The family arc
son, Jacques, the great-grandfather of the sui:'- Roman Catholics in religious faith, Mr. and 1\Irs.
ject of this sketch, was born in Detroit in 1740. 13elleperche holding membership in St. AlHe married Cecile Lauzon in 1783, and shortly phonsa 's Church, and the 13ellcperches have a,L.
afterward removed to the Canadian shore, set- hcr<.>d to that religion for many generations. Mr.
tling on what is now Lot 124, in the 1st Conces- Delleperche is a member of the C.M.13.A., and
sion of the township of Sandwich East, which lo- quite active in the local branch, of which he wM
cation he J>urchased from the Indians for twen- pr·csideot in 1891.
ty-five dollars cash and a cow. Mr. Belleperche
·spent the balance of his life on this place. H e
GEORGE 13EACOl\:I, a well-known contracmarried and had a family of six children, of five tor and build(!r of Mersea township, County of
·Of whom we have mention, viz.: Jacques, Pierre, Essex, where he is also engaged .in farming, was
born Dec. 28, 1849, in Beauharnois, Quebec.
Louis, Joseph and F'rancois.
Jacques I3elleperche, the grandfather of A.
James 13eacom, his father, was a native of
J. E., came into possession of the estate on th·~ Ireland, born in County Fermanagh, July 12,
death of his father. He was born on the place 1818. There he received a somewhat limited edApril 23, 1789, and there spent his life with thf: ucation, for he was principally self-taught, anrl
·exception of the time he was in the service of h1:~ he was trained to farm labor. In his native land
country during the war of 1812. He was ma.t·- he married l\label Gilchrist, who bore him four
ri~d late in life to a widow, Mrs. Rose Longiois.
children, namely: Jane, who married George D.
One son, Adolphus James, was the result of thr. Reid, and resides in Leamington; James, who
·union.
is an invalid; John, who is a resident of Albuna,
Adolphus James Belleper·che was born there Gosfield township; and Catherine, who married
in 1838, and is the father of the subject of th;s William D. Reid, and resides at lllytheswood,
·sketch. He took up the occupation of his an- 1\Iersea township. In 1841, at the age of twentycestors, following farming on the homestead un- three, 1\:Ir. Beacom left his family and emigrated
. til his death, in 1865, just about the time his son to Canada, making the voyage in a sailing-veswas born. H e married Miss Mary Mahoney, sel, and after a thirteen weeks • passage landerl
eldest daughter of James Mahoney, and one son at Quebec. Ile located in what is known as New
'blessed this union, Adolphe J . E. Mrs. Belle- Ireland, in County Huntingdon, and his wife
soon joined him in the new home, but only for a
. perche, who was born in 1~43, is still living.
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few years, as she di<'c.l in the County of Hunt.ingdon, when only a young woman, and was
buried there. In 1849 :\Jr. Beacom married Jane
Drock, who wns .horn in what is known as New
Ireland, County of Huntingdon, in 1829, daughter of George Brock, Sr. Two children were born
to this union prior to th<'ir n'movnl, in 1853, to
Ontario. The family, consisting of )fr. and l\Irs.
Beacom and six 1•hilurcn, located in ::\Iersea township, County of }:s.-;<'x, where the father bought
a trnct of 200 acres on Lot 8, Concession 8, a
bush farm, for which he paid $1.50 an acre. They
were among the pioneer settlers of that section,
which at that time was a wilderness, with no roads,
no schools, nnd eYcr:-•thing in a primitive state.
Here ::\[r. Bi.'acom settled down to the life of a
piom'<>r. and aftt>r building n log house he
stnrtl:'u in to clenr up his farm, in which work he
was· \'Cry sncc<'ssful. In time h e. et•t>cted a fine
frame dwelling, bnrn, C'te., and on that place
passed the rrmainder of his life. By his second
union there were born ten children, eight in 1\Iersra township, and nine of these survived him:
(1) George is mentioned below. (2) Elizabeth
married ~\thill Irwin, and they reside in the
State of ~Iaine. (3) Robert lives in Mersea
township. (4) William resides in ~fontana.
(5) Chenl:'y Berdett was killed by being thrown
from. a horse, while riding from the field to the
house. 'l'he horse fell, and the rider falling off,
wag crmhed by the horse rolling over him. (6)
)[ary died young. (7) Albert T. is a farmer in
~[erscn township.
(8) Arthur is a resident of
the State of Maine. (9) Maria married Oscar
Tuell, and resides in Tacoma, Washington. (10)
::\fcllic Priscilla· married Bert Tupper, and resides in P ortland, Maine.
ThouJ!h l\fr. Beacom was a successful man
and cared well for his family, be did not devote
all of his time to business. In fact, the welfare
of his f ellow-men was a far more vital question
to him, and he gave much of his time to soulsaving, being very active for forty years in
church work of all kinds. In 1843, while a resident of Huntingdon, Quebec, he became con- ·
verted to the cause of Christ and Christianity, at
the solicitation and under the exh ortation of a
Christian man and faithful friend, William W.
Mc:\1:ullin, during a prayer service. When he
came to l\lersea township his first inquiry was
"Any Methodist in this neighborhood t" Finding no church or preacher in t hat section, he
went to the Sandwich mission, then under the
charge of Rev. Elisha Draper, and the immediate

fruit of that meeting was the commencement of
a Saturday night service. Mr. Beacom entered
strongly into the spirit of the service, and from
that day to the day of his death, he was a faithful
follower of Christ and preached his gospel. Rev.
Mr. Draper licensed him as an exhorter, and in
due time he entered the ranks and became one of
the leading spirits of what is now the Chatham
District Local Prt>achers' Conference. In 1864
he was ordained deacon by the late Bishop Richardson, at the conference held at St. :Marys. On
Oct. 10, 1876, at the dedication of the Mt. Carmel Church, he was ordained elder by Dishop
Carman, and the laying on of the hands of Elders S. G. Stone, D.O. (editor of the C. C. .Advocate), W. G. Brown, )LA., P.E., N. Deckie, P.
in C., and A. J. Collins. He preached in many
parts of Essex and Kent Counties, in fact, there
'vas scarcely a church or parsonage in his section, regardless of denomination, to which he was
not known, because of his liberality, as well as his
activity. To quote from an article published at
the time of his taking away: ''He was the friend
of the 'preacher. IIe supported all the institutions of the church. His home for at least twenty-five years has been the home of the presiding
elder and the ministers, and will ever be. H e
was Se'!retary-treasurer of his school section, and
director of the Mersea Agricultural Society. H e
will be missed at the school board. There is a
vacancy in the directorship. We shall miss him
at the class meeting; for he moved his class. His
familiar form will nv longer be seen at our official meeting, for he never shirked responsibility,
but his 'Here I am, send me,' when P. E. of P.
in C. called for a volunteer to assume responsibility for God, ever greeted the ear. Yes, the
Church will miss him. May the God who granted
an Elisha to an Elijah, and allowed the mantle
of the master to fall upon the servant, be pleased
to let the mantle of the father fall at least upon
one of the boys, and let the church say 'Amen. ' ''
St. Paul's Methodist Church, of Chatham, was
an especial object of his care. In its work he
ever sa\V great possibilities for Christian work
and the advancement of his denomination, and
from the beginning, when he served as a member of the building committee, until his death,
he was ever a stanch friend of that congregation.
Mr. Beacom was foremost in every good cause,
and contributed largely to all charitable objects,
for he was broad-minded in his ideas, and was
thoroughly abreast of the progress of his day.
In political faith h'e was a stanch Liberal, but
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never sought or filled any public position for
money consideration. lie was school trustee and
held the oflice of secretary and treasurer of the
board. lie was a. strong supporter of the Mersea Township Agricultural Society, and served
as one of the directors of that organi1-ation.
On Saturday, F eb. 7, 1880, while returning
from the Chatham District Local P reachers' Conf erence (held in Chatham), ou the local tmin
going wrst on the Canadian Southern railway,
he was accidentally killed, being thrown from
the front platform, on the passenger coach, by
the jar of the f reight cars backing up to couple
to the coach. Honored in life, he was equally
honored in death. H is funeral was the largest
ever sern i n that section. Clergymen and laymen, of all denominations, friends and neighbors, young and old, all did their share in
showing reverence to the memory of one who
had earnestly and effectively tried to be a. friend
to all. 'fhe services, held in the ~ft. Carm<>l
Church, w~re at the request of the widow conducted by \V. G. llrown, ex-presiding elder,
assisted by a number of J:astors, and no more
imp ressive or beautiful fun er al ceremonies were
ever witnessed in this neighborhood. 'l'he widow
is living in Blytheswood, and is still quite active,
though in het• seventy-fourth year. She is a
true Chris tian woman, and was ever a .willing
helpmate to her husband in all his work. They
suffered together the hardships and drawbacks
of a pioneer life, and she was always a devoted
mother and ever-loving wife. She is a consistent
member of 1\It. Carmel Methodist Church, anu

has all her life been a devoted Christian worker,
active and helpful in any good cause, in or ou t
of the church.
George Beacom was but four years of age
when he came with his parents to l\fersca township; locating near Blytheswood, where he attended school in a little log school house. From
h is early years he rendered practical assistance
to his father on the home farm, and in 18i5
he started out f or himself, settling on fifty
acres of the home f arm, remaining there, however, but a short t ime, when he went to Stratllroy, Ont., and clerked in a store until 1879.
Being by that time f amiliar with the ways of
the commercial world, and feeling competen t
to carry on business for himself, he purchased
a stock of merchandise, and was meeting with
gratifying success when the death of his father ·
necessitated his return to the homestead. H e
managed the home farm until 1882, when he
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went to :\orth Dakota, and took up a homestead
of 160 acres in Walsh county. In connection
with the work of placing his land under cultivation, he followed the trade of carpenter anti
Jomer. When the township of Cleveland was
organized he was one of those most interested,
and he gave to the township its name, and he
was elected its first town clerk, an office he did
not fill, as he was obliged t o move elsewhere to
carry on his rapidly increasing contract work.
I n 1888 he returned to 1\fersea township, County
of· Essex, where his work as a builder has been
most important, as well as in adjoining townships. He has erected over fifty dwellings, brick
and frame, besides many barns, etc. Purchasing
land on Concession 8, near lllytheswood, he has
built a fine brick dwelling, comfortable barns
and convenient outbuildings, and he takes great
pride in the cultivation of his l and, combining
fl'Uit growing and farming with contracting.
H e is enterprising and p rogressive, and is a
substantial citizen, interested in the general welfare of his town. He is a stanch Liberal, and is
a trustee of the lllytheswood public school. F or
eleven years he has been a member of the Mersea
Agricultural S ociety, and for the past two years
has been its vice-president. Socially he belongs
to Lodge No. 140, I. 0. 0 . F., of which he is
past grand master.
On :May 24, 1875, l\Ir. Beacom m11rried Miss
Josephine Helen l\[eston, daughter of the late
Robert Mes ton, and they have h ad children as
f ollows : 2\ora, who married James Knox, lives
on Concession 9, l\fersea township, and has one
son, Harvey George i Edith Gertrude ; Myrtle
J.:. ; Ruby Luella; Grace Josephine; Louis Leroy,
who died young; and Laurence Raymond, who
also died young.
1\fESTON. The l\feston f amily, to which 1\Irs.
Deacom belongs, came from Aberdeenshire,
Scotland. H er grandfather, Arehibald Meston,
was born in t hat shire, and there followed farming. He married Helen (surname not known) ,
and in 1831, with his f amily, came to Canada,
locating for a short time in eastern Ontario,
thence removing to South Gosfield t ownship,
County of Essex, and fin ally to l\Iersea tow\1ship. I n the l atter township he owned 100 acres
on Concession 3, where he carried on f arming
f or many years. H is last days were spent in
Wardsville, County of 1\fiddlese.x, Ont., and he
was buried there. In r eligion he "·as a Presby. terian, and in politics a Liberal. His children
were : Archibnld, who resides in Elmer, Ont.;
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------·. ·-·Eng land, a large family, sc,·etal r epresentatives.
of which came to the New Wodd about the time
of the Revolution of the American colonies. '!'hey
locatcu in the State of Kentucky, not far from
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Col'llehus ami Elizabeth (Knapp) <iuick,
great-grandparents of Colin B.,. owned and operated a farm in the south-eastern })at·t of Leamington. 'l'he parents of Cornelius Quick lived in
Ohio. They were captured by the Indians and
kept in captivity six years, being released on the
advice of the Hudson Bay Company. They then
located in the to'wnship of Colchester South,
County of Essex, and took up land, there spending the remainder of their lives.
Cornelius Quick (2), son of Cornelius and
Eliza beth (Knapp) Quick, was one of the earliest settlers of Gosfield North, afterward r emoving to Mersea toWDship. He manied Catherine
:\lalott.
Cornelius M. Quick, son of Comelins (2),
was born in Gos.field North, J an. 26, 1833. H e
was a boy of t en years when his parents removed
to :M:ersea township, where he was reared and
educated. Here it was that he learned the trade
of a carpenter, and followed it all his life. After
his marriage he· purcnased a r esidence in Gosflcld, where he lived a few years and then bought
a portion of the homestead in :Mersea, which he
still owns, but for the past twenty years he has
made his home with his several children. He
married Catherine Wigle, who was born in Gosfield, of Scotch aneestry, and who died in 1868,
aged thirty-eight. They had six children : Colin
D.; D. Clifford, of Romney township, County
of Kent, who married Mary I\.farkle; Bird, who
died at the age of twenty-five; Minnie, who
wedded Alfred Killington, of Cottam; and Judson and M.ina, who both died young. In politics
1\fr. Quick is an ardent Reformer, and is a man
of strong character and upright principles,
closely identified with the Methodist Church, as
"·as also his wife.
Colin B. Quick was reared at home, and acquit·ed a fair education in the common schools.
lie was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade under his father, and worked at this trade for nine
COLI~ BIRCH QUICK. Among tltose who
years, when he went to Pelee I sland on a visit.
have made themselves felt in the material de- Being favorably impressed with the business opvelopment of County Essex is Colin Birch portunities offered there, he determined to make
Qnick, who was born in Gosflelu township, that it his borne. Accordingly he erected a business
county, Aug. 6, 1859, a son of Cornelius 'M. and block, and opened a first-class me·rcantile estabCatherine (Wigle) Quick. It is supposed that lishment. 'l'wo years later he sold his stock, and
he is descended from the Quicks of Cornwall, · boug ht the property in which he had conducted
\\'i!liatn, lil'l't•as,·ll: Hoh•·rt; Christina, \rho marr ied William .\ sh\1', o f ( ;nslio•ld; ll<·ll'n; Alexantler, {l•'<'l'llst•(l; ~lakrohn. of J.,,ntlnll; :!\fnrg-:u·et,
who rna rril•ol n ~ l r. l ';lrkl'll:;: nil< I ;\fnry Ann.
Thl! wi ft· <lllll muthl·t· dio·tl at the home of her
olan;.:h flor·. ::\1 rs. .\ skt·\1·, and \\'as btu·icJ in the
c)Jimla P•·tno•\l'ry.
Hoho•l'l ~1.·-;(lltl t':llll•' to ('an;ula with his
par.•nts nt th·· 11)..:\' of six ~·l'als. 1111<1 ~rew to
manho'l<>cl in o·:h(o•J·n 011\:l l'ill. .\fter lrarning
the tra·l·· of t':l l'!lt'll\i'r <l n ~l jniucr he located in
:'llf'I'Sea tn\l'll~h i p 1111 lnud .inst wd; t of J.,<mmin'gllm, ('ltn·yin;.: 1•11 farr n i11~ in ronncrtion with his
tt·a,h>, J le thc·n remc)\'(•{1 to Concession !3, Oosti•·lc.l t11wnship, nml rt•Jnain~··l t lwrc until 1873,
\\'h••u h•• lotlll!!:ht a t r ar·t of lUL) HCI'(•s. of land
in th.~ :'\:n1·th part of Conr.t•ssinu 8, to which he
lnt.•r n•ld···l 1n1.1 nC'rr s rnon'. Be passed the rewaitHlcr uf lti..; llayif in impt'OYing his f arm, and
at the tiwe of his ol•'ath had one 0f the neatest
anJ lw:-;t illlpro\···~1 trncts in th·~ towns hip. lie
~lieol .luh· 1, l !tu:L nnd wns hnri~·~l in Ruthven
N·nw!o!r,\': lu his politienl vieWS ht' \\'US a l,;ib('raJ, ancl in rdigiou :t Prrsbytl'rian.
Or1 n, ·~. li:i, 18:i:.?, in nosfil'ld township, 1\!r.
)[t.'shm wat•rit•d )fary )IcDunnhl, who was born
in Tilbm·y, County of Krnt, daughter of Hugh
llllll Eliznl>cth (\Yilliu) )f<:Donnld, n.ntivcs of
~e"t lund and pioneers of Canada. Mrs. Meston
still rcsiu(•s on the old homestead. Her children
''we: C~<· ilia. !.>om Oct. 10, 185:3, married John
Beacom, a blacksmith, of Albuna.
Kenneth,
born April :!:l. 18:J6. mnrricu )finnie Drake, and
hns two childt•~Jn, Hoy and Ettie.
Josephine
H elen, IJorn ,\ pril 19, 1838, married Geol'ge
Beacom. .Angns, born Xov. 15, 1860, married
Edith T ild<'u, and died .April 10, 1!>02; they h!ld
two chiltlrcn, \\"ilfrcd and Floyd. Colin, born
April 18, 1862, married i-1ettie J ones and they
had t wo chihlren, .Alice anu ::\fary. AlwiJa Ann,
born July 31, 1865, married Thomas H illier.
Al ice Jane, born Jnne 23, 1868, married W esley
n cid, of !\Iersen township. Robert,. born l\fnreh
2!, 1872, married Ida Cro,;ley, and has t·.m children , Bessie and Verner; he is engaged in
farming the old homest eatl.
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his business, together with 68 acres of lanu,
and he has since then been actively engaged in
farming, and in buying anu selling hogs and
grain, being very successful. Iu politics he is a
stanch Liberal, and for the past eight years has
served as postmaster. For tl1e last seven years
he has been customs officer of the port of 1\orth
Dock, of P elee Island. Mr. Quick has also had
the telephone office for the past six years, and
for the same lenith of time he hal'; been dock
master at Scudder Dock. In addition to his
other interests, Mr. Quick is the local repre·
sentative of the Deering :Machine Co., and for
the past four years has been agent for J. L.
Scott, of Chatham, buying grain, but recentlY.
he entered the employ of A. J. Green, of Windsor, in the same capacity. Por t\\'0 terms :Mr.
Quick has served as a member of the town council, and has in every way possible contributed
of his time and money to secure the advancement
of Pelee Island. Like other members of his family, he is very promment in the Methodist
Church, and in it, and throughout the entire
county, he is regarded as a man worthy of fullest confidence, for he has never betrayed a trust,
or failed to do what he considered his highest
duty.
On May 23, 188~, :Mr. Quick was manied to
Eliza l\1. l\fifflin, ot Kent, Ont., who was born
Aug. 30, 18-H, daughter of Solomon S. and Margaret A. (Derbyshire) Mifflin, natives of Devonshire, England,. and County of Essex, respectively. Three children have blessed this union:
Angus R., l\Iilton C. and Edna P. Solomon S.
l\fifflin was brought by his father to the County
of Kent, Ont., when but twelve years of age, and
there he remained engaged in fat·ming pursuits.
He died in June, 1899, aged sixty-five, and hii
wife in September, 1890, aged :fifty-five. They
were members of the Methodist Church. Their
-children were: 1\fary S., who married William ·
Illman, of the County of Kent; Eliza J\I., Mrs.
·Quick; :Margaret E., deceased wife of George
Dent; Darius C., a farmer in Kent; l\Iinnie L.,
·who married Clifford Quick, of Kent; Florence,
who married George Dent, of l\Ierlin, Ont. ;
Enoch, a farmer at Glenwood, Ont.; Brock and
George, farmers in Kent; and l\fiss Priscilla G.
U., of Merlin.
CAPT. W ILLIAM CALDWELL, of Amherstburg, is descended from a distinguished
line of military men of western Ontario. His
grandfather, Col. William Caldwell, served with
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gallantry in the British army during the Revolutionary war and was an officer in the tmlitia
regiment known as Butler's Hangers. A~ the
close of the Revolution Col. Caldwell carrle to
Amherstburg and received from the Enklish
government a large tract of land. At the Ioutbreak of the war of 1812 he was appointed quartermaster-general of the \Yestern frontier. I lie
was trusted by the Indians and was mainly instrumental in securing the aid of Tecumseh and
the l\Iichigan Wyandottes, who at that time
numbered about 1,200. He had six sons, William, James, Francis, Thomas, John and Billy,
four of whom were officers in the war of 1812.
At the outbreak o£ the war of 1812 Billy was
chief of the Pottowatomies, "with the Indian
name of Sagonosh. He espoused the British
cause and was the indirect cause of the massacre of the River Raisin. At the close of the
battle, when the Kentuckians were making a
desperate rally, he went forward and asked them
to surrender in order to prevent further bloodshed, but in his excitement he spoke the Indian
tongue, was misunderstood and a Kentucky sol<lier stabbed him in the neck with a knife, inflicting a serious wound. The Indians retaliated
by killing nearly all the Kentucky soldiers. At
the battle of the Thames, William Caldwell was
retreating in company with Tecttmseh, when the
latter received his fatal wound. The Captain
turned and spoke to the old chief, who replied,
"Don't mind me, save yourself. I am dead."
Capt. Caldwell obeyed ana escaped. He it 'vas
who broke the news of his father's death to
Tecumseh's son, and told hi.m wbere to find his
body with his silver mounted rifle. Col. William
Caldwell received from an Indian a pair of
pistols, \Yhich the latter took from Gen. Winchester at the battle of the Raisin, and these
are in the possession of our subject, who also
possesses the red coat worn by his father, Francis Caldwell, when the latter entered Detroit
after Hull's surrender.
Col. William Caldwell was born in Ireland,
and died at Amherst~urg. He married Susan
Baby. The sons have been mentioned, and the
daughters were: Susan, who :married Capt.
Hunt; Elizabeth, who married James Kevill,
postmaster of Amherstburg for many years;
Theresa, who died unmarried; and one t hat died
young.
Francis Caldwell was born in 1791, at Amherstburg. He was an ensign in the militia, and
served in the war of 1812 as aide-de-camp to
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Gen. Brock. He participated in the battles of
River Raisin, Lundy's Lane, Fort Erie, Chip- ·
pawa and at the burning of Buffalo. After the
close of the war he followed farming for some
time, and eventually became a prominent man
in politics, represen ting the Western District
in Parliament, as a Conservative. His last years
were spent in the position of collector of customs. lie died in 1831, in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church. l\Ir. Caldwell married
Frances Reaume, widow of Francis Baby, and
the only child of this marriage wns Capt. William Caldw~l l.
Capt. William Caldwell was born Oct. 29,
1832, in l\Ialden township, grew to manhood on
the old farm, nn.d remained there most of the
t ime until the death of his father, when he went
as a sailor on the lakes, beginning before the
mast on the schooner "Ellen Park." In 1853
he sailed on the "Florence"; in 1854, on the
bark "Fame"; in 1855 on the schooners "Ramsell" and "John D. Deshler," and in 1856 on
the schooner "Tom Dyer." In the fall of that
year he took charge of the schoon<>r "Charles
Reeve," remaining with the latter vessel until
1858, and then returning home. In 1867-68-69
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learning, who for many years practiced his pr.Jfession with dignity and success.
Dr. Lambert, a native of Canada, was born
on Lot 144, in the township of Niagara, County
of Lincoln, July 20, 1827.
H is ancestry was
English, the family having been founded oiJ
American soil in 1652, in the State of New J ersey. There was born Cornelius Lambert, the
Doctor 's grandfather, who became a member t•t
"Butler's Rangers," was a United Empire Loyalist, and later received a grant of 500 acres nr
land in Canada, including the lot above men- .
tioned. lie married Elizabeth :\Ill thews, an l
their children were: Ann, J ulia, Fanny, John,
Hobert, Arthur, Amelia and Cornelius. On the
land above mentioned the parents of this family
died prior to the birth of Dr. Lambert.
Robert Lambert, the fifth member of th~
above family, and the father of Dr. Lambert, wa<>
born in 1795, on the old home established by his
father, and although by occupation a farmer, hrvaliantly served as a private during the war of
1812, and as an officer in the Rebellion of 1837.
lie was also a captain of militia, and in every
way was a loyal, intelligent and r epresentative

citizen, respected and honored in his community.
Capt. Caldwell was master <>f the schooner" Sky- His marriage was to Caroline, daughter of
lark." lie then went to Central America for Francis Goring, and they became the parents of
nis heal th, and on his r eturn gave up the water, these children: Angeline; Hamilton; Anson V.,
and settled on his farm in Malden township. In an architect; Robert; Hiram; 'V'alter, for twei'1882 he was appointed prevention officer of the ty-fonr years a physician at Amherstburg; Julia
customs, which position he accepted and filled Ann; Alfred; and Amanda. The father of this
efficiently until 1897,' since which time he has family died in 1873, and the mother the previoll3
been retired from business. In politics he is a year. H er father, Francis Goring, was born i11
Conservative. For many years he has been a the parish of St. Martin's Lane, London, Engconsistent member of the Roman Catholic land, and was in business in Detroit before that
city was ceded to the United States. He marChurch.
In 1858 Capt. Caldwell was married to Ann ried a l\'Iiss Secord, a r elative of Sir Richanl
Charlotte .Cousins, a sister of Hugh T. Cousins. Cartwright, and Laura Secord of historic fame.
Dr. Robert Lambert grew to manhood on the
H er death occurred in 1892. The four children
·Old
homestead, and his literary training was re.of this marriage are: 1\Iary Ann; Francis; Hilda,
ceived in the local schools, at St. Catharine's
wife of Dr. Oscar Teeter, of Amherstburg;
Grammar School, and at the Toronto Univerand 1\Iiss Linda.
sity. Here he matriculated in 1853, in "the Arts
As will be seen, the Cald wells have been course,'' and continued one year. During the
closely identified with some of the most stirring winter season of 1854-55 he taught the local
events of Ontario history. The present repre- school, and in the following year he taught ;.1t
sentative member of the family is a most inter- Homer, Ont. In 1856 he entered, as a medical
esting conversationalist and r ecalls with vivid- student, Queen's College, Kingston, Ont., and
ness many historic occurrences.
was graduated from that institution a doctor of
medicine in 1859. In July of the same year be
ROBERT LAMBERT, M.D. In Dr. Lam- located at Amherstburg, and in association with
bert the city of Windsor found her oldest ami his brotlier Walter practiced medicine until
most experienced physician, a man of skill antl 1860, when he formed a partnership with Dr.
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Drake, of Kingsville, now of Windsor.
This
partnership was dissolved in 1862 by Dr. Lambert removing to Leamington, where he remained
until September, 1865. Dr. Lambert, enthusiastic in the practice of his profession, then went
to the city of New York and entered Bellevue
Hospital, where he remained until April, 1866.
With a vast fund of experience, and fully instructetl in all modern discoveries and methods
of treatment, Dr. Lambert then settled at Windsor, and for thirty-five years devoted his life to
the claims of his noble profession.
I n 1868 Dr. L ambert was united in marriage
with Mary J ane :Meddough, who lived but a few
months after marriage. In 1870 he married
(second), l\Iary J. Kennedy, daughter of
Alfred Kennedy, of Brighton, England,
and niece of Henry K ennedy, Esq., of
Windsor, . Ont. To this union four daughters were born, namely: Harriet Caroline,
who died at the age of eight years; 1\fary Rosalie, who married Charles D. Bro,vn; Eliza
l\Iaude, who married Charles Threapleton ; and
J essie _Brock, now located in Chicago, Illinois, a
graduate of the Nurse's Training School of St.
Luke's Hospital.
The family belong to the
Church of England. Politically Dr. Lambert
was always a stanch supporter of the Reform
party, before and after Confederation.
On J an. 21, 1904, Dr. Lambert died at his
home on London street, Windsor, after an illness
of sixteen months, which he bore with patience
and fortitude. He was buried in the churchyard
of that old historical town of Sandwich, being at
that time in his seventy-seventh year.
OUELLETTE. Much of the prosperity of
Canada to-day is· due to the perseverance, the
industry and indomitable will, characteristic of
the French settlers. A large per cent. of the
development of the wonderful resources of the
Dominion has been won by the French pioneers,
who through all the hardships of clearing forest
and bridging river and building road in an unbroken wilderness have retained their happy
dispositions, cheerful and uncomplaining at
labor, and light-hearted and joyous in the few
hours allotted to rest.
One of the old and well-known French families is that of Ouellette, which wsa planted in
Quebec in an early day in the seventeenth century. Among the first of the pioneers to migrate
from that province to western Ontario was John
B. ·o uellette, the grandfather of Theodore Ouel-
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lette, the well known and highly esteemed reeve
of North Tilbury.
J ohn B. Ouellette was born in Montreal Province of Quebec, where he grew to man'hood.
His educational facilities were limited, owing
to the scattered settlements of the day. He came
to Ontario, locating in what is now East Tilbury
township, County of Kent. H e made his home
in the wilderness on a tract of land on the river
Thames, where he built a log cabin. As the
years passed he cleared up his land and brou<>ht
it to a good state of cultivation. There he sp:nt
his life, and raised his family. His success
came through his own hard work and economy.
IIe was well known and highly respected. In
his religious belief he was a devout Catholic
being a member of St. Peter's Catholic Church:
Politically he was a stanch supporter of the
Conservative party, but was no4 a politician
and he did not and would not accept offices:
His tastes were purely domestic and he found
his chief happiness in his home ~vith his family.
He married first Reine Trudell, a native of
Quebec, who shared with her husband the hardships of pioneer life, and who died while her
children were still young. The seven childt·en
of this marriage were: Francis, a farmer in East
Tilbury township; Robert and Samuel, both deceased; James, who resides in the State of 1\Iontana; l\'Iary Ann, who became the wife of Peter
Labute, and both are now deceased; Artemise,
who married John Antio ; and Esther who died
single. The mother of these children ~as buried
in St. Peter's Church cemetery on the Thames.
For his second wife J ohn Ouellette married Julia
Primeau, wbQ bore him one son, Theophile,
who is a resident of Massachusetts. She died in
Korth Tilbury township, and is buried in St.
Francis Catholic Church cemetery, Tilbury.
Like her husband and his first wife she was a
devout member of the Catholic Church.
Samuel Ouellette, son of J ohn and father of
Theodore, was born on the farm in East Tilbury
township, and received his only schooling at his
mother's knee, there being no schools in that
section in those early days. He, however, acquired a business training from his father, and
at an early age he worked on the homestead,
clearing up the farm, and he remained at home
until young manhood, \vhen he started out for
himself. Moving to the County of Essex he
located in what is now Tilbury North township,
where he, in 1857, bought one hundred acres on
Concession 4, Lot 17, which was a wilderness,
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without roads or houses. He built a log house,
aml started a pioneer life by clearing off the
.timber and cleaning up the land. After many
years of toil he was able to see what was once
an almost impenetrable wilderness transformed
into a well-cultivated farm; the log cabin gave
way to a fine frame house in 1878, and he made
-Qther extensive improvements in buildings. He
was largely interested in cattle raising and lumbering. He '"as a man who worked hard and
was noted for his temperate habits, and domestic·
tastes. lie died on his farm June 13, 1897,
aged sixty-five years, and was buried in St.
Francis cemetery, Tilbury. He was a consistent
nwmbt:r of the Catholic Church, belonging to
St. Prancis parish, at Tilbury. In politics he
was a stanch Conservative, and filled the officE'
of councilor of Tilbury Xorth township for
-seventeen years, being one of the first councilol'l:l
of the township. lie was broad-minded and
liberal, and took a deep interest in the development of the locality, which he had found in its
primeval state, but which at his death was
covered with well tilled fields and comfortable
homes. :Mr. Ouellette married in Chatham, Ont.,
Feb. 11, 1861, 1\Iargaret Barnicr, who was born
in Dover township, County of Kent, Ont., April
10, 1836, daughter of Francis and Isabella (Burette) narnier, both of whom were residents of
Dover, where they died. Mrs. Ouellette shared
the pioneer life with her husband, raising a
family of nine children. She is a quiet and unassuming woman, devoted to her home and family; ~he is a member of the Catholic Church,
attending St. Francis at Tilbury. Her children
were: :Margaret, who married James Benoit, of
North Tilbury; Ellen, who married Francis
:Mailloux, and resides in the Province of Quebec;
Theodore; Louise, who married John J aninissc,
of North Tilbury to''''Ilship; Amy, who married
Narcisse 1\Iailloux, and resides in Tilbury North
township; Luke, a farmer of Tilbury North
township; Nancy, who married Theodore
Reaume, of Dover township, County of Kent;
Cepbor, who died young; and Samuel, who also
died young.
THEODORE OUELLETTE, eldest son of the late
Samuel Ouellette, .was born on the homestead
in Tilbury North township July 30, 1865. He
attended the public schools of the township and
worked from an early age on the farm with his
parents, s·o continuing until 1890. Having a
strong desire to see the W est, be left home, locating in Montana, where he spent three years

working in the copper mines owned by the wellknown copper kings, Senator Clarke and J . M.
Daily. He rctumecl again to the homestead iu
1893, and became engaged in farming. After
his father's death he aSS'Umed charge of the
homestead, adding fifty-nine aeres to it, and he
is now the owner and operator of 150 acres of
well-cultivated land. lie is also interested in
stock raising, and is, besides, engaged in threshing, having formed a partnership with his
neighbor, John Palmer, in 1885. 'fhcy bought
threshing machines, engines, corn shellers an<i
clover hullers, having invested in machinery
some four thousand dollars. They are the oldest firm doing business in that line in the county,
and during their long connection the business
has been conducted without any friction.
~fr. Ouellette is a thorough business man,
noted for. his honesty and honorable dealings,
and that he is popular with all classes is demonstratt>d by the fact that although he is a strong
Conservative he has filled the office of reeve of
the township of Tilbury North for the past six
years, in a strong Liberal municipality. The
duties of . this office he discharges with· ability
and credit, giving general satisfaction. While
he is a strong party man, he does not permit
politics to interefere with his business or social
obligations. He is broadminded and possesses
liberal ideas, and is interested in all progressiw
measures. Mr. Ouellette is well read and keeps
abreast of the times. He is fond of home, and
is devoted to his mother, for whom he is caring
in her old age. Like the rest of the family he
is a member of St. Francis Church at Tilbury.
On Oct. 4, 1903, Mr. Ouellette' was married,
in St. Francis Church, Tilbury North, to :Miss
Minnie Cartier, who was born May 24, 1868, iu
Chatham, Ont., daughter of Charles and 1\Iargaret (Walsh) Cartier, and they have one daughter, l\Iargaret. Mr. Cartier was born in the
County of Essex, Ont., and bas been a prominent business man for many years, carrying on
a lumber business, conducting a hotel, and engaging in other lines. Mrs. Cartier was born
in Ireland.
. ALFRED WIGLE, who for twenty-three
years has been postmaster at Windsor, belongs
to a family which was founded in the County of
Essex, one hundred and twenty-five years ago.
In 1776 the great-grandfather of Alfred Wigle
settled in this county, coming from Pennsylvania, where he had settled on his emigration
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from Germany. He settled in Gosfield township on Lot .3, Concession 1, and, clearing up
the property he purchased., made of it one of the
fine farms of that "klcality, and it is now owned
by the fourth generation of the Wigle family.
Among the children of the pioneer was one John
Wigle, the grandfather of Allred, who was born
in Pennsylvania in 1774, and was only two years
old when brought to the then wilderness of the
County of Essex. H e succeeded his father on
the farm, and in due time married Susan
Scratch, who was born in the County of Essex in
1789, and who died in 1862; he died in 1868. To
this wortliy couple were born: Caroline; Leonard; Windle; Judith; Ann; Jane; Peter; SoloJl!On ; Adam; Michael, the only survivor, a resident of Kingsville; Robert; Joseph; ~Iary Ann;
and John.
Solomon Wigle, the father of our subject, was
born on the old farm in 1822, and succeeded to
the property. While residing on his farm he was
reeve of his township for twelve years, and warden of the county for one term, and a member of
the Provincial Parliament :from 1866 to 1869,
one term. In 1886 he left his farm in the hands
of his sons, and moved to Kingsville, where he
died in 1898, and his wife passed away in 1876.
He was treasurer of Gosfield township for a good
many years and a Conservative in politics. lie
married Ann Tier, a sister of Sheriff Iler. She
was born in 1826. To this marriage came the
following children: Lewis, a resident of Leamington and ex-member of Parliament; Gordon, of
California; .Alfred; Esther, deceased; Elihu, deceased; Angus, on the farm in Gosfleld township;
Ernest, a lawyer of Windsor; Ella, deceased.
Alfred Wigle was born on the old Wigle
homestead,. J uly 28, 1848. Upon reaching manhood he clerked for his brother and father for
two years in Leamin~on, and in 1871 he started
in business on his own account as a general merchant at Ruthven, where be remained until
1879, when be sold l1is interests.
On Oct. 1,
1880, he entered upon his duties as postmaster
at Windsor, which position he has ably filled for
twenty,-three years.
:Mr. Wigle bas been thrice married. On August 6, 1873, he married Lucinda Russell, by
wltom he had one daughter, Annie, now the wiie
of E. J. Moore, of the County of Essex. In 1818
lte was married to Miss Allie Snyder, and three
children were born to them: Sidney, Nettie and
Solomon. In 1893 Mr. Wigle married Miss An-
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nie Danuwell, and they have two children:
Madge and I rene.
TIIO:\fAS MILLEN, a prominent farmer of
Oosfielu North, who has been conspicuous for
many years in the religious work of the section,
and also in its public life, was born in Westwell parish, County of Kent, England, Dec. 26,
1839. His parents were John and Jane (Foster)
~fillen, who came to Canada in 1849.
Thomas Millen was the second son and third
child in the family, and r eceived nearly all of
his education before leaving England. In Canada he was principally engaged in helping his
father on the farm until the death of his mother,
when he began working among the farmers until
his marriage, after which he and his wife settled for a couple of years at Binbrook, County
of Wentworth. Moving to the County of E ssex,
l\fr. :Millen there bought a place with some little
improvement already made on it, and lived
thet·e with his family· in a log cabin until 1877,
when he erected a large brick house. H e also
put up barns, cleared most of the land, and remained there until November, 1898, when he
moved to his present home, which is on a tract
purchased in 1885, near his homestead. The
present good buildings on this second farm have
been put up by Mr. Millen.
On )farch 31, 1863, Thomas l\Iillen married
:\Iiss l\fary II. Slater, who was born J an. 2, 1842,
in the t own of Dunnville, County of H aldimand.
Her parents, William and Elizabeth (Andrews)
Slater, died at Dunnville while she was a young
girl. She was educated in the County of Wentworth. :\Irs. Millen has borne Iter husband
four children, three of whom are married and
have families of their o>rn. (1) The eldest
child, Dr. William H. Millen, was born in the
County of Wentworth in 1865, was educated
in the schools of Essex and the Essex high
school, and, t hus prepared for his professional
work, studied at the Medical Colleges of Toronto and Detroit, also at the Harper Ilospital.
He completed his work and graduated from the
Trinity 1\fedical College, of Toronto, and is now
a practising physician at South Woodslee,
County of Essex. He married Miss Catherine
) fcKellar, of I ngersoll, and has two children,
:\ina L. and l\fary K. (2) Thomas 1\Iillen, born
in Gosfleld in 1867, mar ried Miss Lottie S.
James, daughter of Walter James, of Cottam,
and they live on his father 's old homestead.
'fht>y have two children, Florence 1\f. and Walter
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J. (3) Elizabeth E., born in 1869, married
Fletcher E. Awrey, of Cottam, and bas five
children, :May .A., Elton R., Wilbur S., Fern I.
and Thomas L. ( 4 ) Lottie J., born April 29,
1884, has been educated in the Cottam schools,
and is now living at home.
Thomas Millen has always adhered to the
principles of the old Reform party. While he
has never been eager for office he was elected
magistrate of Gosfield, and filled the position for
ten years.
lie was also school trustee for a
time. 1\fr. Millen's keenest interests, how·ever,
are in connection with his church work. He and
his wife have for over forty-five years been
members of the Methodist Church and were always foremost in its activities. They were really
among the founders of the Methodist Church in
their section. and were interested in the building of the Belle RiYer and Cottam churches,
both of which they snpporteu with ,:renerous
donations. l\Ir. l\Iillen has been one of the stewards, a class-leader and Sunday-school superintendent for a time, and has done much to advance the prosperity of the church.
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William Slater, father of Mrs. Thomas Millen, was born in Yorkshire, England, and
married Elizabeth Andrews, a native of the same
place. They came to Canada when young people. In his native land Ur. Slater was educated
for the profession of attorney, but after coming
to Canada he served an apprenticeship to the
mason's trade.
However, he was not strong
enough for such "·ork, so he took a clerical position in an attorney's office. He died in 1851,
his wife in 1850. She was a member of the
1\Iethodist Chnreh, but l\lr. Slater belonged to
the Chnrch of England. To them were born
children as follows: ~Iary Ann, who died young;
Elizabeth, who married J ames Bain, of Gosfield
North, and died at the age of fifty-two years;
Jane, who died in infancy; :M ary H., Mrs. Millen; Jane, who married John Neville, a farmer
of Gosfield Xorth; William, who died while
serving in the Civil war in the States; and
Henry, a tinsmith, now working at his trade in
Windsor, Ontario.
WILLIA~I R. WIGLE, who comes of one
of the old families of the township of Gosfield
South, County Essex, is of the fourth llr.neration
from the founder of the family in this locality,
who settled here one hundred and t en years
ago.

J oseph Wigle, the grandfather, son of Windle
and Julian Wigle, was born March 22, 1792,
about the time the family settled in Gosfield.
His boyhood days were passed on the homestead,
and in time he came into possession of a portion
of the home property, and turned his attention
to farming. H e accomplished much good as a
church worker, and having been brought up in
the Methodist faith he early became a local
preacher, and held services all over the country,
travelling to some settlements on foot. His longest trip was to Belle River, to which place he
made periodical visits. He would go to Cottam
with his horse and cart, and travel the remaining distance on foot, this being before roads had
been built in that section. The death of this
truly good man occurred July 23, 1864, and his
remains were interred in the cemetery on a part
of Lot 6, a short distance cast of the old house.
This house in which his life was passed was
built of hewed black walnut logs, and is still
standing in wonderfully good condition.
J oseph Wigle married Euphemia Miller, who
was born Sept. 8, 1789, and died Sept. 9, 1851,
and she lies beside her husband. To these two
were born the following children : Windle, married Margaret Cummiford; John, married Elizabeth Clingersmith; Sally, married James Hooper; James married first :Mary Ruth,ven, and second Alice Curtice; George married first Jane
Thornton, and second Catherine Wigle; Raymer, a successful blacksmith at I.Jeamington, the
only surviving son, married Mercy Godwin;
Solomon married Eliza Thornton; William,
a successful liveryman of Kingsville, who
died Oct. 30, 1904, married Winnifred Hart;
Joseph died at the age of ten years; Susa~ married Stephen Thomas; Abigail married Patrick
Hart; Euphemia married Thomas Fox.
Solomon Wigle, son of Joseph, and father of
William R., was born in the log house still
standing on the lake shore, before mentioned.
As a young man he learned the trade of blacksmithing, and for a time conducted a shop on the
bank near his house. He next built a sawmill
and gristmill, at the little settlement then called
Albertville, but a shott distance to the east of his
home. This mill was operated by steam and he
conducted it for ten years or lon:;rer, when he
moved it to Cottam, in Gosfield North. Later
the mill was burned, and he erected another
which he soon afterward sold to l\fr. Upcott. The
father and family then returned to his farm,
which he inherited, and he also purchased 156
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acres of Lot 6. Even in the time of Solomon
Wigle but a small part of the laud had been
cleared, and he began to work so as to bring
more of the land under cultivation, and during
his life he had the pleasure of seeing it all cleared. Needing another house, he moved a frame
store building from Albertville to its present
site, near the handsome brick structure of our
subject, and converted it into a comfortable
abode, using it for living purposes until the
present home was erected. The father died in
1896, and with his wife is buried in the old
cemetery at Kingsville. Politically he was a
Reformer, while in religious affiliations he was
a :Methodist.
Solomon Wigle married Eliza Thornton, who
was born on Sandwich Street, Gosfield North,
and to this union were born: Ricpard, of Essex,
married 1\fartha Wilson; Naomi, who died in
1885, married James Irwin, of Essex; Raymer,
a millman, married (first) Jane Upcott, and
(second) :\laggie Ilill, and he now resides at
Boyne City, l\Iichigan; Lemuel (deceased), whc
married Joanna Toffiemire, is mentioned later
on in this sketch; Esther married Thomas Ellis,
of Essex; William R. married Matilda E. 1\:lalott, of Tilbury; Mary married James R. Oliver,
of St. 1\:lary's, · Ont.; Abigail, who died in 1889,
married William White; Oliver J. married Marion Hill; Alzora died at the age of six years;
Martha (deceased) married William Malott.
The following very appropriate notice appeared after the death of Rev. Lemuel Wigle,
who passed away at Vanderbilt, Michigan, July
30, 1901, and was written by V. 0. Prichard. It
is but a fitting testimonial to this good man,
and does him but justice, for he accomplished
much good, and left many to mourn his loss:
"He was born at Kingsville, Ontario, February 22nd, 1843; converted at the age of fifteen
years at Wesleyan Methodist revival services;
ordained a local preacher when nineteen years
old. Received his schooling at Cobourg, Ontario.
Married Miss Joanna Toffiemire at the age of
twenty-nine. One year later they moved to
Illinois. While there school teaching was his
chief employment. From thence he moved to
London, Ontario. Here it was that he received
a call to the ministry in 1886, and was stationed
at Whittemore, Michigan. Five years were spent
here, the }ate L. P. Davis being his first presiding elder. Fifteen years were spent in earnest
work-not an idle week in all that time. lie bad
been in ill health for about two years, and a
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few weeks before his death he suddenly began
to grow worse, and his decline was very rapid.
.A close and thorough examination by his physician revealed the presence of a cancer, and no
hope of recovery could be held out by the
physician. Bro. Wigle was fully prepared in
mind for this unwelcome assurance and was
calmly resigned to the inevitable outcome. lie
died on Tuesday, July 30, 1901, at his home in
Vanderbilt. Services were held Wednesday,
Revs. Prichard, Underhill, Stevens, Wood and
F. S. Hurlburt were in attendance, extending aid
and sympathy. The remains were taken to
Kingsville, Ontario, where the funeral services
were held in the Epworth Methodist Church on
Thursday afternoon, Aug. 1. The Rev. B. Clement, pastor of the church, delivered a most impressive discourse, taking for his text Acts xiii,
36: 'For David, after he had served his own
generation by the will of God, fell on sleep.'
Interment took place at Greenhill cemetery.
"Dro. Wigle served the churches at Whittemore, Au Gres, Indian River, Riggsville and
Vanderbilt during his ministry. Notwithstanding many hard struggles, such as men in like
places are exposed to, he toiled bravely on, endeavoring to build up the church both spiritually and materially. Much of his time was spent
in visiting among the more neglected people of
his circuit, extending sympathy, love and sunshine. IIe was a peacemaker at all times; a
kind adviser where there had arisen hardness and
unk-ind sayings between families or friends. His
lips were always sealed to all unkind remarks.
The more trying the circumstances the more carefully did be weigh his utterances. He was very
self-sacrificing-never known to hint for other
than he received at Conference as his field of
work, always receiving his task as from God.
He was benevolent overmuch from a worldly
point of view. I think he was one of the most
careful and considerate men I ever met, very
unassuming and manly in his deportmenttruly a man of God."-V. 0. Prichard.
William R. Wigle, the subject proper of this
review, wM born in the township of Gosfield
South. Jan. 23, 1854. As a small boy he lived
at Cottam, being about ten years old when the
family returned to the township ; and he enjoyed the advantages 'offered by the public
schools, and at the same time assisted biB father
and brothers in clearing the land he now owns.
After he attained his majority he worked with
his father, and later came into possession of the

.
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This place he devotes to general ira, auu frout !Jillt u~sccn<.l those of the name in
farming, also raising frui t, tobacco, grain and • the County of Essex, Ontario.
(I ) Alexander McCormick was born in Counpotatoes in large quantities for the market. In
politics he is a Reformer, but he has never aspir- ty Down, Ireland, in 1728, of Scotch descent, and
ed toward pt1blic life. All the Il}embers of his ·as a young man he emigrated to the British
There he
family, including himself and wife, · are con- colonies, locating in Pennsylvania.
sistent and active members of the Methodist took up the active life of a tt·ader among the I ndians, following that business for a number of
Church, which owes so much to this-family.
In 1875 William R Wigle was united in mar- years. Upon one o.f his western trips he met a
riage with ) fatilda Elizabeth l\Ialott, ·daughter tribe of Shawnee Indians who had with them a
of Simon l\Ialott. The history of the l\Ialott captive white girl, who had beeu adopted into
the tribe. She was a native of Pennsylvania, and
f amily is as follows:
Simon ) falott was a son of Peter and grand- while out making maple sugar, in company with
son of Theodore, and was bor.n in Gosfield others, had been captured by Indians and forced
South. He married llfaria Dustin, and their to take up their wearing life. )lt·. )fcCormick
family consisted of children as follows: Matilda loved the unfortunate captive, but at first could
Elizabeth, born Oct. 8, 1853; P eter, Sept. 18, not gain her consent to a marriage, for he was
1857; Oliver, Nov. 2, 1859 (a farmer of Gosfield thirty years her senior, but when a young brave
South): William. Jan. 4, 1861 (a farmer); also decided that ne wanted to wed her, she
Ozias, F eb. 5, 1864 (lived in Tilbury East and planned to make her escape. I n this she was
was aecirlcntally killed in 1900); Eliza Jane, assisted by a squaw, who put her i11 a place of
:\fay 18, 18G7 (married Amos E. Wood, of l\Ial- concealment, and then communicated with 1\fr.
dE>u township): .Andrew, Jan. 21, 1870 (lives JfcCormick, who hastened to the git·l he loved,
nt Ccllgnr~·. Alberta.); ?\orman, )fay 2, 1873 (a and gained her consent to a maniage if he sucfarmet· of Tilbury East).
ceeded in effecting her escape. lie took her to
The children born t<l l\Ir. nnd )fl's. ·wigle are : his boat, and so arranged his load of hides and
Leila ::\fay, of :Essex, Ont.; William Gonion, of pelts that she was entirely hidden. Jjis intet·cst
Essex, who married Georgia Fulmer, and has in her escape was suspected by the Indians, who
one chilli, Leona Pearl; Lottie, who was educated came to him at his boat and accnseu him of knowfot· the profe.c;sion of teaching; Oliver )fowett, at ing of her whereabouts. This he denied, inviting
home; and Beulah, also at home.
a search of his craft. The Indinus bega.n to reIn theit· beautiful home, surrounded by all move the hides, but after taking off several laythe comforts of life, 'Mr. and :Mrs. Wigle dis- ers, and believing it impossible for a htunan
pense a most generous and gracious hospitality being to be concealed under the remainder, they
to thrir large circle of fri~cHls. J\Ir. Wigle is permit~ed him to go on his way. Upon reachingjustly regarded as one of the representative Detroit they were married, in 1783, at the home
agriculturists of County Essex. The various of Col. Abbott, and soon · returned to Pennsylmembers of his family have sustained the high vania. In a short time he moved to Ohio, and
standard set by the good grandfather, and made settled on a 600-acre tract of land, now a part
the family name an honored one, not only in of Toledo, where he established an Indian tradthis portion of Ontario, but wherever its repre- ing station. In 1795 he came to the County of
sentatives are found .
Essex, taking up a tract of Government land
consisting of I.ots 77 and 78, Concession 1, in the
McCOR~liCK. Our knowledge of the l\Ictownship of Colchester South. lie later came
Cormicks dates back to the reign of George II. to the 200-acre farm now owned and occupied
of England. Of the three brothers of whom we by the fath er of our subject, and upon that placeh.ave record, John was a surgeoQ. in the British he died, Oct. 20, 1803, aged seventy-five. years.
army, and served on Admiral Boyne's ship, but H is widow survived him until June 6, 1838, passresigned after the court-martial and death of ing away at the age of eighty years. At the time
that gallant officer. John McCormick died at of Alexander McCormick's death be owned in
Bath, England. Another brother, David, was a this township between 900 and 1,000 acres of
linen merchant, and conducted his business at a land. Both himself and wife are buried on the
place some twenty miles from Belfast, Ireland. Matthew McCormick farm.
Alexander, the third brother, came to 'AmerTo Alexander McCormick and his wife were
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born children as follows: (1) William, who lived
for many years in this township, and later on
Pelee Island, was a man widely known, and during the war of 1812 was a member of Parliament,
continuing to serve as such for eleven ·years.
(2) Nancy married a Mr. Stockwell, and lived on
Lot 71, Colchester South. (3) Elizabeth died
unmarried. (4) J ohn is mentioned below. (5)
Matthew lived in Colchester South, and has
grandsons there now ; his wife, Deborah
(Wright) McCormick, died April 20, 1874, aged
seventy-one years, one month and eleven days.
(6) Alexander made his home near Oxley, where
he had 400 acres of land; he married Mary Lidwell.
(II) John McCormick \vas born in October,
1790, on a 600-acre tract on the site of the present city of Toledo, Ohio. He was a child when
the family came to the County of Essex, and he
grew up here. His advantages for securing a
good education. were limited. He began his independent farming operations on Lot 44, Lake
Front, which he owned, and where he married.
After a few years he traded Lot 44 for land in
Lot 76, where he resided for some thirty years,
and made considerable improvements, this being
an 100-acre farm: 1'his property he traded for
Lot 7 in the Gore, a 200-acre farm now o'vned
by his son, Matthew W., and he resided on this
at the time of his death, which occurred Dec. 21,
1867, when he was seventy-seven years of age.
All -of his life was passed in farming pursuits,
and he made his work a suc0ess. He belonged to
the volunteers, and had a captain's commission,
while in the war of 1812 he was a lieutenant, and
participated in tne taking of Fort Detroit. During the Rebellion of 1837-38 he was captain of
his company, and was present at the ta'king of
the schooner ''Ann,'' at Amherstburg. When
he resigned he was succeeded by J ohn Brush. In
politics John McCormick was a Conservative,
but in such matters his brother William took the
leading part. 'rhe family were all members of
the Church of England, and were prominent in
the building of the first church of Sacksville, now
known as Colchester. Mr. McCormick married
Annie, only daughter of Philip Wright (her
mother was a Dowler), and she died April 18,
1865, aged sixty-eight years. and eighteen days.
Five children were born of' this union :· Sarah
Ann, who died aged two years; AlexaJ:!.der and
Elizabeth, who both died young; Matthew W.;
and John C., who died Dec. 8, 1858, aged twentyfour years, ten months and. eight days.
9
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(III) MATTHEW W. McCORMICK was born on
the Col. Brush place, Colchester South, O~t. 1,
1830, and was about sixteen years of age hen
the family moved to Lot 7, in the Gore. H enjoyed the advantages of the public school, and
remained on the farm, looking after his pa ents
as long as they lived. In t ime he came into possession of the 200 acres, of which he had cleared
more than half, and all the improvements on
which. are due to him and his untiring energy.
Being a very large man he ·was considered an excellent chopper, and during his busy, active life
he has acquired more than a competence.
On Jan. 29, 1854, l\Ir. l\IcCormick was married to Elizabeth Jane Taylor, who was born in
New Brunswick, ~!arch 8, 1836, daughter of
Steven and Jane 'l'aylor. Their children were :
(1 )Walter Herbert was born June 14, 1855. (2)
Sarah Ann, born July 12, 1856, married Walter
Atkin, son of Gore Atkin, of Malden township,
and they reside on a portion of the clergy reserve
property; their children are: Mabel (who married Leonard Eede, and has three children, Edmond B., Ruby and Madalin); Gore (who married Alice Hutchinson) , and Ellis and Grace at
home. (3) J ohn C., born Jan. 23, 1858, is on the
home place, and assists in carrying on the farm.
(4) Melbourne, born Feb. 28, 1860, died aged
twenty-eight years; he married Elizabeth Foster,
daughter of the late Robert Foster, of Colchester South. (5) Melinda Jane, born Feb. 16,
1862, married Arthur Wright, son of the late
Ebenezer Wright, of Colchester South, and has
five children, Ella, Florence, Bertha, Bell and
Edna. (6) Mary Ocena, born Nov. 19, 1863,
married Albert L. Fox, son of the late George
Fox, of Colchester South, a lumberman of Walkerville, and has three children, Bertha, Chloe
and Rena.
(7) Adelaide, born June 8, 1865,
married George Jason Fox, of Colchest~r, . son
of the late George Fox, above mentioned, and
their children are: Blanche, Clyde, Perry, Arnold, Nina and Vernon. (8) William A., born
Nov. 13, 1866, lives on a portion of the homestead; he married Annie R. Klie, Dec. 28, 1892,
daughter of the late Henry' Klie, of Colchester.
South, and has two children, William Klie and
. Marie. (9) 'fhomas Arnold was born Oct. 25,
1870. (10) Arthur Judson, born Feb. 20, 1875, ·
is a druggist of Walkerville, Ont., but prior to
taking up_ pharmacy he taught school for four
years; he married Edna Munger, daughter. of
Alfred Munger, of Colchester South.
(11)
Eliza; born March 5, 1878, married Rober.t Sni-
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der, of llarrow, son of J acob S nider, of Colchester South, and . they have had children, I rma,
Ilarold and Sat·ah B. (deceased ) .
In politics ~Iatthew W. McCormick is a strict
Conservative, and in years past has taken au active part in the afl'airs of the township, acting as
collector of taxes fot· three years, and assessor
three years, and he has refused many other offices, h is pt·i,·ate concerns r equiring too much of
his time to pet·mit of his acceptance of further
preferment. lie belongs to the Church of England, while his wife is a :\Icthodist. 'l'hey are
exceptionally fine people, and ut·e much beloved
in the conununity \\·here they arc known so
welL
Steven 'l'aylor, father of Mrs. McCormick,
was born in Xew Brunswick, where be followed
farming in connection with his trade of carpenter. Later he purchased a sailing-vessel, which
he operated in the Detroit l'ivcr, but he always
made his home on a farm. In September, 1836,
l1e came to the County of Es.c;cx, locating near
.\ mherstburg. H is death occurred on his farm
in Colchester Sout h in 18"4, when he was aged
seventy-two. H e married, in New Brunswick,
Jane J ohnson, who was born in England, and
who died in 1872, aged sixty-two. They were
members of the ::\Iethodist Church. 'l'heir union
was blessed with the following children: Clark
A. and Damfield, twins, the :former a. retired
farmer, who married Charlotte Lockard, and
the latter a farmer who married Adelia Bishop;
Edward, a farmer in Colchester South, who married l\Iary Duehanan; E mma, who married the
late William Thrashet·; Elizabeth J., who married Matthew W. :McCormick; Benson, deceased;
Alma, who married W. J. Qnick, a farmer of
Colchester South; Adelia, widow of Edward Vollans, an d living in Windsor; Amanda, who married Angus Wright, farmer and township councillor in Colchester South; and Charles, who
died young.
WALTER H ERBERT :McCoRl\ttCK, the eldest son
of Matthew W . 1\fcCormick, was born on the
homestead on Lot 7, in the Gore, Colchester
South, and there grew to manhood, enjoying the
advantages of the h ome schools. At the age of
twenty-one years, he began farming upon :fiftyfive acres of the old farm, and so continued until
1890, when he bought of J oseph Wright a farm
of 110 acres, Lot 63, Concession 1, on the Lake
Front. This was an improved property, and upon it 1\Ir. 1\IcCormick has conducted his operations upon a very extensive scale. While i nter-

ested in public affairs, his farming opet·ations r equire the larger share of his time and energy.
Fraternally he is a member of the Workmen at
H arrow.
On Oct. 2-!, 1876, 1\:lr. :McCormick was married in this township to Louisa. Christina Klie,
daughter oi' the I ate U em·y Klie, and children
as follows have been born of this union: Arthur
Albert, born Sept. 12, 1877, died Aug. 7, 1884;
Guy, bom Jan. 10, 1884, died Aug. 1, 1884; Annie Elizabeth was born Dec. 5, 1885; Cora
I.ouisa, June 19, 1888; l\faud Delle, Dec. 27,
18!>0; l\Iatthew Warden, July 21, 1894. Both
:Mr. :\IcCormick and his wife are representative
of the best f amilies, of the best interests, and oi
the best f arming fraternity of that fertile section
known as the County of Essex, Ontario.
TrroM.\S .ARNOLD 1\IcConMtCK, son of Matthew W. 1\lc<Jormick, was born on the homestead
place in Colchester South, three-quarters of a
mile from H arrow, one oi' the most beautiful
farms of that specially favored section. IIe received a common and high school education, and
for five years engaged in teaching in the County
of Essex. Determining to enter professional life,
he matriculated in the medical department of
•rrinity College, Toronto, from which be was
graduated in 1897, immediately thereafter locating at Wheatley, for the general practice of
his calling.
Dr. McCormick married Edith Woodbridge,
daughter of the late William Woodbridge, of
Colchester South, and they h ave one son, Norman Arnold, born J une 14, 1901.
REV. JOHN PERROTT IIINCKS, f or a
number of years Rector of the Church of All
Saints, Windsor, has the d istinction of being
the oldest clergyman, in point of continuous
service, within the D iocese of H uron.
Canon Tiincks comes of clerical ancestry;
his grandfather, the Rev. Thomas D. Hincks,·
LL.D ., :M.R.I .A., born in Ireland in 1767, was
for many years professor of Ilebrew in the University of Dublin, and his · son, Rev. Thomas
llincks, 1\[. A., of Trini ty College, Dublin, was
also a prominent member of the clergy of the
Diocese of Down and Connor, being Archdeacon
of Connor.
The Ven. Thomas Hincks, M. A., spent his
whole life in his native land, marrying there
and rearing a family, the only member of which
to come to Canada was the Rector of All Saints.
His birth took place in 1832, in the city of Bel-
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fast, Ireland, and in that center of learning he
enjoyed advantages both at the Royal Academi·
cal Institution and at Queen's College. It was
during the period when Sir Francis Hincks was
Premier, in 1852, that Canon Hincks came to
Canada, and in the year 1860 took up his clerical
work in the Dominion. Since that time he has
lived a busy and usefulli£e, beginning with four
years of service at Exeter, going thence to St.
J ames Church, at Ingersoll, where he remained
for thirteen years. The next ten years were
spent in active duty as rector of Trinity Church,
at Galt, and it was in 1886 that All Saints
secured him as its rector. This is regarded as
one of the very important charges of the diocese, numbering some 400 families, and in noting
the changes and improvements inaugurated after Canon Hincks took up his parochial duties
there, it may be justifiable in the biographer to
remark that just such a man as he was long
needed. The building of All Saints' Rectory,
the needed enlargement of the Sunday School
Building and the erection of the West End
Chapel are but samples of what was accomplished in a material way during his incumbency, making the church property the finest in
W'estern Ontario, while increased membership
and closer attention to the services, and a more
spiritual and kindly spirit, showed equally that
Canon Hincks exerted a widespread influence.
He left Windsor in November, 1903, and is now
in Port Stanley.
The first marriage of Canon Hincks was to
Frances, daughter of Rev. Dr. Coleman, of St.
ll{ary's, there being no surviving issue of this
union. His second marriage was to Georgina,
daughter of Rev. Francis Evans, and five children were born to this union, namely: Mary
Constance; Frank II., D.A., a member of the
class o£ 1903, at Trinity University, Toronto;
Charlotte G.; Grace Dora; and Alice Kathleen.
Canon Hincks gives his political support to the
Conservative party.

JAMES GEORGE CHEYNE, collector of
taxes and chief of the fire department of Windsor, is descended from Scottish ancestry. The
first of the family of whom t here is any record
was John Cheyne, his grandfather, who was
born in Scotland, where he farmed and died.
His children were as follows : William ; George,
a Presbyterian minister in A.mherstburg for
many years, and later pastor at Pembroke.
where he died; Barbara, who married John
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Webster, of the·County of Essex (both are deceased); and John. The last named "·as the
father of James George Cheyne, and wa~ born
in Aberdecnshire, Scotland, in 1812. In 1835
he emigrated to Ontario, settling in Amherstburg. During the Rebellion of 1837 he served
the government, and was placed in charge of the
barracks on Elliott's Point. After the war was
ended he settled down to farming at Malden,
and later in Colchester township, County of
Essex. In addition to farming Mr. Cheyne prac~
ticed veterinary surgery, which he had also followed in his native land.
While on the way over from Scotland :Mr.
Cheyne made the acquaintance of Miss Margaret
Noble, and during the voyage of four weeks the
young people became so well acquainted that a
year after reaching their destination, in 1836,
they were united in marriage. Margaret Noble
was the daughter of James Noble, who settled
at Niagara in 1835, and she bore her husband
eight children: Barbara, who is deceased; Margaret, deceased, wife of John Drown, who is also
deceased; J ennie N., Mrs. W. Craig; Sarah,
who married John 0. Hayes (both are deceased) ;
Mary Ann, deceased; J ames George; Ellen, who
married Alexander Dlack, of 'Windsor, secretary and treasurer of the school board ; and
Catherine, who died in infancy.
James George Cheyne was born in Colchester township, County of Essex, Jan. 24, ' 1847,
and at the age of fifteen years went to Detroit,
Michigan, in order to learn the harness-making
trade. .After serving an apprenticeship of four
years he purchased the interest of one of the
members of the firm with which he worked, the
new style being Foster & Cheyne, but this partnership was dissolved in 1867, when :Mr. Cheyne,
disposing of his share in the business, r eturned
to Canada, and locating in Windsor worked for
Thomas Woodbridge, a dealer in harness. In
1869 he purchased the ~usincss, and was thus
engaged in the harness line until 1872, \vhen
his establishment was burned. Not allowing
himself to be discouraged, he embarked in business once more, over the livery barn of McGregor & Fulmer, and while in that location
made the first government consignment of harness to the Northwest. On June 9, 1879, 1\Ir.
Cheyne went out of the harness business, and
with David McGregor embarked in a meat business, where his energies were employed for three
years. After this he clerked' for the firm of ·
Black & Cheyne (his mother being the junior
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mem'l?er) for five years, when he joined C. W.
Gunther in the fishing business in Detroit, and
continued thus until 1886. He was then appointed collector of taxes for the city of Windsor, and still retains that position of responsibility. In 1866 Mr. Cheyne became a member of
the fire department of Windsor, and in 1876 was
made chief, to sueceed Archibald Whittaker,
who had succeeded Charles Scadding, the first
chief of the Windsor fire department. Chief
Cheyne has a long and honorable military record, as well as in the fire department. From
1866 to 18!)8 he was a member of the military
of Windsor, and was captain of Company 1 for
twenty-one years. In 1898 he retired, although
he retains the rank of captain. He has received
medals for meritorious service during the Fenian raid, and decoration for long service.
On Jan. 17, 1873, Chief Cheyne was married
to Ellen Johnston, who was born in Russia in
1852, daughter of David Johnston, and came
with her parents to the Connty of ·Essex in
1855. Six children have been born to Mr. and
1\Irs. Cheyne : :Margaret, deceased ; J essie, deceased; J ohn Oliver and David Johnston,
in the grocery business in Windsor; Eva Belle,
at home ; and Gordon, deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
Cheyne are. members · of the PreSbyterian
Church, and politically he is a Reformer. In
1882 and 1883 l\1r. Cheyne served his city in
the council, and he is a man universally respected, and much beloved by a wide circle of friends.
ALEX S1'. LOUIS, one of the leading farmers of Sandwich East, River Front, Lot 123,
was born on the present homestead, May 29,
1849, son of Leon and !<'annie (Janisse) St.
Louis. The parents were both born in Sandwich East, in 1824, ~'Irs. St. Louis being the
daughter of Hypolite and Jane (Drouillard)
J anisse, who came from France in a very early
day. Leon St. Louis was the son of Francois St.
Louis and 'l'heodore Louzon, the former of whom
was born in the township of Sandwich East, a
descendant of one of the :first families of France,
and was a soldier in the war of 1812.
Leon St. Louis, when a young man, was in
the real estate business, and also engaged in
farming. He was a man of great financial ability and very successful in his real estate dealings, and before he died had acquired over eight
hundred acres of good farm land in Sandwich
East. The present home was handed down to
him by his mother, and he was settled there for

forty years before he retired and moved to Windsor, where he died in 1892, aged sixty-eight. His
wife had died in 1877, aged :fifty-three. They
were among the founders of church work in their
section of the county, and were largely instrumental in building the present Catholic Church
at Sandwich, the chapel at Tecumseh and the
new church at 'l'ecumseh. Politically Mr. St.
Louis was a strong Conservative, but he never
aspired to office.
Of the children born to Leon and Fannie St.
Louis, four lived to maturity: (1) Alex: is the
eldest. (2) Frank, born in 1851, a prominent
farmer, married Miss Lizzie Langlois, of Sandwich East, and they reside on the Tecumseh
Road. They have a family of seven ·children,
Alexandrine (i\frs. Parent), Minnie (l\Trs.
Reaume), Louisiana, Ferdine, Isadore, J ames
and Cecile. Others died young. (3) Florestine,
born in 1855, was educated in the convent schools
of Windsor, and was :first married to Dennis Mahoney, who settled and died in Tecumseh, Sandwich East, leaving two children, Emma and
James, of Windsor. Her present husband is
John Mayville, and they reside in Windsor. (4)
Dennis, born in 1858, married l\Iiss Mazie Langlois, born in Sandwich East, and they reside on
the 3rd Concession, in Sandwich East; they have
a family of seven children, Bella, Remond, Alexander, George, Paul, Charlotte and Ernest.
Alex. St. Louis attended the district and public schools of Windsor, where he received a fair
education. He remained on the farm with his
parents, and there started in life for himself.
In February, 1874, he was united to Miss Rose
Boismier, of Sandwich village, who was born
Aug. 26, 1846, and was educated in the Sandwich
convent. Her parents, Capt. Edward and· Ursule (Joley) Boismier, of Petite Cote, Sandwich
West, County of Essex, both died in Sandwich,
Ont. He had led a retired life for ten years
prior to his death, which occurred in 1887, at the
age of seventy-two. Mrs. Boismier died in 1851,
aged thirty-six. They were members of the Catholic Church. He was a prominent man, serving
as mayor of the town of Sandwich, as cotmcillor,
inspector, government fish inspector (for fifteen
years and until his death), and school trustee
(many years) , and was president of the St. J ohn
Baptist Society for many yearJ';. To him and his
wife were born children as follows: Zoie (deceased), married Hercule Ouellette, and had
eight children; Laurence, of Oklahoma City, is
in the real estate business; he married Adelle

COl\fMEI\fORATI VE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
Parent, and they have eight children; J oseph, a
blacksmith of Sandwich, Ont., married Belle
Westcway, and they have four children ;. Josephine, of Anderdou township, is the wife of
Charlt>S Ouellette, a farmer, and has four children; Cyrille, of P etite Cote, Ont., a farmer,
married )fary Pajot; Matilda died young; Rose
is l\lrs. St. J..~ouis; Annie, of Detroit, is the widow
of Joseph :Marentette, and bas three children.
Antoine Boismier, the grandfather, of Montreal, was an early settler in the County of Essex.
~Jr. and 1\lrs. St. Louis settled on the old
home, where he became manager previous to his
father's death. lie built the present l10nse and
barn, all the outbuildings, and made ruauy other
improvements. lie has dealt largely iu real
estate in Sandwich East, has purchased 300 acres
outside of the home farm, now owning 400 acres
in his townshlp, and has become one of t he successful and progressive men of the county. He
is prominent and respected, being a worthy member of the fine old family from which he comes.
Mr. and :Mrs. St. Louis are the parents of
three sons and one daughter: llercule A., born
in 1875, was a student of the W indsor schools
and a graduate of t he Detroit B usiness University; he is now a dry goods merchant in Pontiac,
Michigan, one of that city's successful young
business men. Alphonse, born in 1880, and edu<>nted in Sandwich College, was married in November, 1902, to l\Iiss Oliva Champagne, of Walk erville; they reside on the home farm. Alfred,
born in 1885, is one of the farmers at the homestead. Beatrice, born in 1887, is a student in the
separate schooL
Religiously this family are all members of the
Catholic Church, and :\fr. St. Louis' social affiliations are with the C.l\f.D.A., the C.O.F. (of
which he was chief ranger for two terms), and
St. J oseph 's Society of Ottawa. Politically he
has always belonged to the old Conservative
party, and he is a man of considerable influence,
bnt has declined the offices of reeve, councilman
and other honors offered by the people, filling
only the office of assessor in Sandwich East,
which he held for two terms.
Alex: St. Louis is a descendant of t he old
family of St. Louis who were among the f ounders of Detroit, and early settlers in the neighboring section of Canada, and who were all men
of wealth and intiuence. His father, Leon St.
L ouis, was a man of great influence, and much
~steemed by all who knew him, f or his many

excellent qualities and his upright and useful
life. llis son inherits many of the family virtues, and is a worthy representative of the old
and honored name.
JA:\IES E. BANWELL, of \Yindsor, is descended from one of the early settlers of westem
Ontario. The family is of English extraction,
James Danwell, the great-grandfather of
James E., having been born in 1763 in England, where he died in 1798. He was a man of
intellectual acquirements, his vocation being
teaching. His children were: Henry, born in
1798; Charles, born in 1791; James, born in
1789 (died in India in 1815); George, born in
1793; and J ohn, born in 1796. Of this family
H enry Danwcll was the grandfather of J ames
E. Danwell, of Windsor. On Ap1·il 23, 1822, he
mar ried Susan Figes Calpine, and to this union
were born the following children : James Thomas,
Jnn. 11, 1823; H enry, Aug. 13, 1824 ; Emma,
l\larch 22, 1826; F elicia E., April 2, 1828;
Susanna, Sept. 3, 1829; Augustus, March 16,
1831 ; and Edward, Sept. 16, 1832. Tile father
of this family came to Canada in 1835, scttliug
in what \Vas then Sandwich E ast, near the site
of the present city hall. This home was burned
during the Rebellion of 1837-38. H is occupation
was teaching, and he was not only an instructor
in t he public schools but also in private fam ilies
of ample means who desired to profit by his
teaching, one of these being that of Col. Prince.
Later be purchased land in Sandwich E ast which
he afterward sold, investing in Sandwich West.
He was a man of such r eliability that during
the troublous times of 1837-38 he was intl·usted
with the care of the important papers connected
with the Registry office, and they were carefully
guarded by him at his home, twelve miles in
the country. H is death occurred in 1877, his
wife having passed away in 1868.
Augustus llanwell, son of Ilenry, and f ather
of J ames E., was born in England, and was four
years of age when his father removed to Ontario.
On reaching manhood he engaged in farming,
and he followed an agricultural life n ntil 1890,
when he moved to \Vindsor, retiring from activity. In 1860 he married 1\Iiss :Mary Ann McKellar, born Aug. 12, 1836, in County Kent, a
daughter of Daniel McKellar, and the children
of this union were as f ollows: H enry, born J an.
19, 1861 ; Annie, June 20, 1862, wife of Alfred
Wigle ; Donald, April 9, 1864; James E., Sept.
3, 1866; Peter McKellar, J uly 25, 1868; Arthur,
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June 13, 1870; Susan I<'iges, l\ov. 9, 1872 (wife
of Rev. F. G. Armstrnog, of '!'upperville); and
Flora, April 25, 1875 (deceased).
· James E. Banwell was born in Sandwich
'Vest, and remained there until the age of fourteen years, when he came to ·windsor and began
life for himself as a clerk for A. E. Patching,
a book dealer and stationer of that place. From
Mr. Patching's he entered the employ of C. R.
i\Iabley & Co., general merchants of Detroit.
H ere he began in the humble capacity of an office
boy and remained in the. same department for
three years, after which he was promoted to a
position in the head office which he ably filled
for the following year, and was then shown the
confidence of the firm by being made head
cashier. In this capacity 1\fr. Banwell served
with fidelity for six years, failing heal~h then
causing his resignation. After spending a year
recuperating, he purchased the harness business
of A. E. Watson, which from a modest beginning has enlarged and expanded until his establishment takes a very important place among
the leading business houses of Windsor. He
gives employment to several experienced harnessmakers, and has added to his stock a fine line of
carriages, farm implements, robes and horse
equipments.
On Jan. 1, 1901, Mr. Banwell was elected a
member of the council of Windsor from the
Third ward, and in 1902 and 1903 he wa!:l reelected, a fact which speaks well for his popularity as a public citizen.
On Jan. 14, 1891, Mr. Bamvell wns united in
marriage with Clara J., younger daughter of
the late Reuben Purser, of ·windsor, and to
this union have been born three children:
Ethel Gladys, Raymond Bruce and Olive Gertrude. The late Reuben Purser was one of the
prominent citizens of Windsor, and an efficient
member of the water commisison board. 1\:Ir.
and 1\Irs. Banwell belong to the Methodist
Church, where they are active workers and liberal contributors. Fraternally 1\fr. Banwell belongs to the A. 0. U. W., while politically he
adheres to the principles of the T.Jiberal party.
His success in the pnst augurs well for the future-, and Wind<>or has few more public-spirited
citizens.
·
RICIIARD GOLDEN, one of the self-made
men of CountY. Essex, and an excellent exnmple
of what can be accomplished by ambitious effort,
·can trace a most honorable ancestry even as far

back as the times of Oliver Cromwell. Two brothers of the name of Golden served under the
great Protector, and later settled in Ireland,
where but one, however, remained permanently
located. From this English ancestor the family
of our subject descended.
Richard Jasper Golden, son of Jasper Golden,
and the father of our subject, was born in the
parish of Aconra, County Sligo, Ireland, there
became a farmer, and married and reared a family, as follows: 1\faria, who died in 1902, married Alexander l\f. Wigle, of Gosfield township,
County Essex; she was previously a school
teacher in Anderdon. Jasper is a resident of
Kingsville, well known as one of the early
teachers of the county. Sarah, the widow of
William Drake, is a resident of Windsor. Richard is mentioned below. Ann, formerly a teacher in ·Malden township, married Rudolph Brush.
Fanny, formerly a teacher in Gosfield South,
married Joseph Malott, of Detroit. Elizabeth
taught school in Gosfield township and is now
the wife of Isaac Wigle, of Gosfield South. John
has practiced medicine at Comber, Harrow and
Ridgetown for the past thirty years. The mother
of this family died in 1857, aged sixty-one years.
In 1850 Jasper Golden, of the above family,
accompanied by his two sisters, Maria and Sarah,
came to Canada, and settled in Anderdon township, where all became successful teachers. In
1852 the parents, with the five r emaining children, followed the example of the other members of the family, and settled on Lot 3, Concession 7, in Andcrdon township, securing 100 acres
of wild, uncleared land. The father here made a
fine farm, assisted by his sturdy sons, and died
aged eighty-four years.
He was a consistent
member of the Church of England.
Richard Golden was born Oct. 15, 1827, in
Rathscanlin, parish of Aconra, County Sligo,
Ireland. His educational opportunities were
very limited, but he was taught the principles of
farming, and at an early age was obliged to put
them into operation. He was twenty-five years
old when he accompanied his parents to Canada,
and he remained on the farm, taking the greatest interest in · its clearing and development,
working early and late to convert it into the fine
place it later became.
Compared with conditions in his native land, the chance to acquire
property of his own was so great that it inspired him to make all efforts possible in that direction. H e remained on the home farm until
1883 and added to the original 100 acres another
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100, Lot 4, Concession 7, making all of it very
productive. I n the meantime, about 1880, he
bought his present farm, but did not locate ou
it until 1883. This farm was purchased of Henry
Wright and consists of eighty-five acres, which
1\fr. Golden actively cult ivated until within th~
past few years, since when he has retired from
active work, his sons ably carrying on the work.
'l'he excellent improvements were planned and
executed by Mr. Golden, and he has every reason to f eel satisfied with the results of his years
of hard work.
Mr. Golden was married in Anderdon township, Feb. 8, 1859, to Margaret Paton, who wus
born in Kilmarnock, Scotland, and children
as follows were born to them: Allen J asper, who
bas the homestead in Anderdon, married :Margaret Callam, and they have children-Edna,
Allen, Paton, William and Harry. Margaret
Anna js at home. Richard Eccles, who lives on
land which was cleared by his father, the south
half of Lot 4, in Anderdon township, married
Edith :M artin. Jessie 1\laria married Allen B.
Gaynard, and resides at San Francisco, Cal ifornia. Henry, who is on the home place, working
the farm, married Miss · E lba Potts, and they
have one daughter, Nora. William L., who also
resides on the home place, has a f arm adjoining.
Mr. Golden and his whole family belong to
the English Church, in which he has been very
active for years, and he is the lay delegate from
the Amherstburg Church to the Synod at London, Oot. Politically his convictions have made
him a stanch Reformer, and his reliable character has caused his fellow-citizens to press upon
him many of the local offices. For one year he
served as assessor of Anderdon, and for one year
as superintendent of the schools of· Anderdon
township. His interest in educational matters
has been constant, and be bas given his own ·children advantages which he never bad himself.
F ew men nre more thoroughly respected in l\Ialden township than is this pioneer farmer and
first-class citizen, who has not only, through his
own effortc;, secured ample means, but also the
esteem of all who know him..
C. M. WALKER, superintendent of the
great.distilling worl{s of Hiram Walker & Sons,
Limited, of \Yalkerville1 Ont., is a representative
of an old and honorable family of Massachusetts,
p robably of English extraction.
Obediah Walker, his great-great-grandfather,

135

was born in Massachusetts at a date long preceding the Revolutionary ·war, and there his
son Benjamin was born, as was also the latter's
son, Willis Walker. The family in early days
was devoted to agricultural pursuits, and attained to wealth and. prominence. Willis
Walker, gt•andfather of C. M., married Ruth
13ull'om, a native of ~Iassachusetts also, and
tl1ey had a. family of four childr en, namely: Eunice, Chandler, Hiram and Julia, all of whom
died in t heir native State with t he exception of
Hiram. IIe was the founder of Walkerville,
Ont., and established the great business now
conducted under the .firm name of Hiram Walker & Sons, Limited.
Chandler Walker was born in 1814, followed
agricultural life in his native State, and died
there in 1897. He married 1\fary Southwick,
who was born in Massachusetts, and the five children of this marriage were: Sarah (deceased) 1
who married a man from Detroit; Ruth, wife of
William C. Bagley, of Detroit; Hiram A., a resident of 'Valkerville, of which he was the first
mayor; C. M.; and Henry A., also a resident of
Walkerville.
C. l\1. \Valker was born in 1842, in Massachusetts, and in 1863 came to Walkerville, Ont.,
to engage with his uncle, Iliram Walker, in the
distilling business. Por a number of years, early
in his connection with the plant, he had charg•3
of the shipping and the warehouse business. In
1897 he took charge as superintendent, and still
fills this important posit ion.
Mr. ·walker was married, in 1866, t o Miss
Sarah E. 1-'I cLean, of Walkerville, a daughter of
Edmund McLean. 'l'hey have one son, Dr.
Thadeus II. Walker, a prominent physician and
surgeon at Detroit, who married Miss I rene
Davis, of that city. For many years both Mr.
and Mrs. \Valker were members of the Church
of England, in the faith of which denomination
:Mrs. Walker passed away in September, 1901.
Mr. Walker has been act ive in the promotion of local enterprises, and has served for three
years as a member of the city council and two
years as mayor. lie is a popular and much re-,
spected citizen. \ rhile not an active politicianl
being more closely identified with business, he
adheres t o the principles of the ConservativP.
party.
ERNEST 0. HE~DERSO~, Yice-president
and manager of The Canadian Salt Co., Limited, of Windsor, is at t he head of the most thor-
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oughly equipped plant of its kind in Canada.
These salt "·orl's were established at Windsor in
1802 by Sir William Van Hom, of Montreal, he
being practically sole owner, but in 18!)5 organized a stock company \\'ith the following officers:
Sir William Van Hom, president; E. G. H enderson, vice-prl'sident and manager; William
Vaughan, secretary; and 'l'homns 'fait, treasurer-all bat Mr. Henderson being residents of
) fontrcal. From 1895 to 1901 the firm did business under the title of The Windsor Salt Co.,
with a capital stock of $200,000. In 1!>01 the
name was changed to its present form, The Canadian Salt C<}-. Li'mited, with a capital stock of
$800,000, the same officers being retained. Th·~
daily output of this plant aYerages 1,500 barrels
from four ,\·ells, and employment is given to
ninety men. 'l'he corporation is therefore justly
ranked among the leading fncto.rs in the commercial life of Windsor.
Ernest G. Henderson is a native of Ireland,
and is a civil engineer by profession. He f ollowed that calling for a number of years in hi!>
native land in connection with the Great Northern railroad of Ireland, and. coming to Canada
in 1883, was until 1893 employed by the Canadian Pacific Railroad Co. On the establishment
of the salt wol·ks, however, l\fr. Henderson became the manager, and to his energy, zeal and
thorough knowledge o£ every detail of the business is largely due the marvelous success which
has attended the history of this enterprise. lie
is without doubt a master of his calling and a
man of exceptional executive ability.
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JOHN DAVIS, who for five consecutive
years filled the honorable position of mayor of
Windsor, is one of the city's most highly
esteemed and popular men. He was born in
1836 in Prescott, Ont., and has been a resident
of Windsor since 1872.
James Davis, his grandfather, was born in
1764 in Wales, and there married Jane Adamson, of ·welsh parentage. lie followed engineering as a vocation, and lived and died in his native land.
James Davis: ( 2), son of James and father of
John, was bom in 1790, in Wales, and he died
in 1873. Prior to coming to Ontario in 1832, he
engaged in distilling in Ireland, and after locating in Prescott, Ont., he continued the business with the firm of McPherson, Crane & Co.,
for a period of thirty years. Politically Mr.
Davis was a Conservative. In 1835, at Prescott,

he married ) f ary Delaney, who was born in Ireland, in 1806, and who died in 1\fontreal in 18!>5.
The following children were born to this marriage: John, of Windsor; ' Villiam, who for more
than thirty years has been d istiller for the
Flei:;chman Distilling Company, of Cincinnati,
Ohio; James, owner, prop1·ietor and manager of
the 1\fontreal Business College, an institution he
entered as a student, later becoming writingmaster, and finally sole owner; Thomas G., who
is deputy collector of inland revenue, at London,
Ont.; and Robert and Patrick, deceased. Every
member of this family has become prominent in
his own line of activity.
At the age of fifteen years John Davis entered the employ of the company with which his
father had been so long associated. At this time
he was fairly educated, and was a typical Canadian boy, expert. in many manly sports. H is
connection with McPherson, Crane & Co. continued for six years, his salary being $16 per
month. Thus commenced the business career of
one of Windsor's best and most substantial citizens. In 1858 Mr. Davis went to Chicago, and
for two years was connected with the distilling
firm of John Phund & Co., and in 1860 embarked
in the same business in Peoria, Ill. In 1861 he
returned to Ontario, and in October, 1863, '\Vas
appointed excise officer, being advanced in 1867
to the position of assistant inspector of distilleries for Canada. In 1872 he was made inspector, and in 1888 was promoted to the position of
chief inspector of the Dominion, which office he
held, and most efficiently filled until 1895, when,
at his own request, he was placed on the superannuated list.
Ever since locating in Windsor, Mr. Davis
has been interested in legitimate business enterprises, and· in 1891 be was the heaviest individual stockholder in the Windsor Street Railway
and Electric Light plant, which, in 1901, was
sold to the Everett-Moore syndicate of Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Da'\Tis has large financial interests in various enterprises in Ontario, and he
owns much valuable real est ate in Windsor. H e
is one of the directors in the Northern Light Insurance Company, of London, Ont. For ten
years he was a member of the high school board;
succeeding the late Judge Caron. Perhaps nothing could more clearly demonstrate the .popularity of Mr. Davis in Windsor than the attitude
of the people in regard to the highest municipal
office in their gift. For five consecutive years he
was elected mayor of the city, four elections be·
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ing by acclamation, an almost unheard-of occurrence. H is . :first election was in 1897, and the
last in 1901. Although the office was urged on
him again, he resolutely refnscd, assurin" his
fellow-citizens that one of their number,b who
bad been so loyal to him, would acceptably serve
them.
Mr. Davis has been twice married. In 1861
he wedded :Mary Conly, who was born at Kingston, Ont., in 1843. She passed away in 1867
leaving one son, James, of the excise service i~
London, Ont., who married Josephine Donohue,
and has one daughter, Mary. In 1872 Mr. Davis
was married to his present wife, Frances Julia
Baby, daughter of William Duperon Baby, and
to this union have been born the following children: Gaspie II., unmarried, who is engaged in
the insurance and brokerage business at Pittsburg; Dr. J oseph W., a graduate of Bishop's
College at 1\Iontreal, and post-graduate at Edinburgh, now surgeon to the Indo-China Steam
Navigation Company; Patrick, for five years a
student at Stonyhurst College, England, and a
graduate of McGill University, class of 1904, in
mining engineering; Francis M., a student for
five years at Stonyhurst College, a graduate of
the Montreal Business C-ollege, class of 1901, and
now in the Bank of Commerce at Windsor; William,_at home; Frances Julia, who took a high
school course at Windsor, and spent three years
at school in England; and May, now a student
in E ngland.
Mr. D avis stands as a representative man of
his locality. llis genial disposition, his upright
conduct in business relations, his loyalty to the
Crown, his fidelity in the pursuance of official
duties, and his personal attributes, make of him
a man his fellow-citizens delight to honor, and a
companion and friend welcome in every circle.
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CORi\ELIUS IIE~RY ASIIDOWr , who
passed away Oct. 19, 1903, was of English descent, and traced his ances~ry back to J ohn Ashdown, his gt·eat-grandiather, who was native
of Kent, England, born in 1762. lie married a
Miss Nightingale. Among his childreA was a
son, Thomas, the grandfather of Corn lius II.,
who was born in Essex, England, was a steward,
and married Esther lliggins, of Belfast, Ireland. They had three children, J ames, William,
and Margaret, all born in Woodford, County of
Essex, England.
James Ashdown, father of Cornelius II., was
born Oct. 27, 1787, and in 1839 emigrated to Ontario, settling in the County of York, where he
died. By calling he was an accountant. In
1815, prior to leaving London, he was there married to Miss Lucy Catherine Garmon, a native of
Tottingham, England, born Sept. 25, 1794, who
died Nov. 13, 1877. The following children came
to James Ashdown and his wife : James, Esther,
Esther (2) (who died in Toronto), William,
J ohn C., :Mary Ann, H enry and Cornelius
H enry, all born in England. Of these, Esther
(2), William, John C. and Cornelius H . came to
Ontario; the others died in E ngland. Of those
who came to Ontario Cornelius n. WI\S the last
survivor, ·and he was the only one who located
in Sandwich.
Cornelius Henry Ashdown was born in England, June 25, 1835, and came to Ontario, July
1, 1841, settling near Toronto. On Jan. 5, 1866,
he located at Amherstburg, County of E ssex. For
thirty-two years he was a teacher, during seven
years of that time teaching in the County of
York, and the remaining twenty-five were spent
in the County of Essex.. His career as a teacher
closed in the spring of 1890, and on account of
ill health he was obliged to abandon all duties
until he recovered. On Dec. 14, 1894, he was
elected to the office of clerk of Sandwich and
WJLT,TAM DUPERON BABY, father of Mrs.
Davis, was born at Sandwich, Ont., April 16, clerk of the First Division Court of the County
1819. On Jan. 17, 1843, he married Christina of Essex, which he continued to hold until hi;,
Jane Wilson, who 'was born Feb. 16, 1822, and death. · Religiously he was a member of the
who died :May 22, 1902. The children born to Presbyterian Churc}l, while his fraternal rela·
this union were: Frances Julia, Mrs. Davis; tions were with the K. of P. Politically be was
Louisa Rosalie, who married G. W. Girdlestone ;. a Reformer, and he always took an active· part
John Charles, born :May 18, 1848, who married in local affairs.
On April 10, 1882, Mr. Ashdown was marMiss A. C. Askin, daughter of John A. Askin,
ried
to 1-.fiss Arabella D. Fluett, a daughter of
-of Windsor, and died May 27, 1895; William
the
late
Louis J. Fluett and his wife, Justine
Wilson, born Oct. 13, 1850; Christina Mary, born
Dec. 21, 1852, now deceased; Wolstan A. D., (Reaume) Fluett, very early settlers of the
born .April 13, 1858; and Ann Angelique, born County of Essex, where Mr. Fluett was a lawyer for a number of years. No children were
May 2, 1861.
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born to Mr. aud )[rs. ~\ shc.lown. She is a cou·
sistent membt:r of the Presbyterian Church. Her
birth occurred in Sandwich, and she was married
from the home in which she was born. Doth 1\Ir.
and 1\Irs. Ashdown were highly respected in
Sandwich, enjoying the confidence of a host of
warm friends.
JOliN WATSO:-J, of His )fajesty 's Customs
at Windsor, is one of the old residents of County
Essex and a man widely and favorably known.
The family is of Scotch-English extraction, and
its earliest authentic record reaches to 1770, the
date of the birth of Jacob Watson, the grandfather of our subject.
Jacob ·watson was a native of Scotland, and
it was from his first marriage, with an English
lady, that John Watson is descended. !Iis children were: Alexander, William, James and John

Sandwich), and two children we1·e born to this
union, a daughter who died in infancy, and John
Gowie Watson, of Sandwich. H is second marriage was to Caroline Ives, of Kingston, Ont.,
who died Jan. 10, 1904, in her seventy-third
year. Seven children were born to this marriage, namely: George, who died at the age of
seven; Minnie, who died at the age of nineteen
years; Ida, who died at the age of eighteen
years; Carrie, who married Howard Milne, of
Hamilton; Cordelia, who married Fred Wear,
of Toledo, Ohio; Miss Georgina, at home; and
Percy, who was drowned in his ninth year.
Mr. and Mrs. Watson are consistent and
valued members of the Church of England. In
politics l\fr. Watson is identified with the Reform party. The family is prominent religiously,
intellectually and socially in Windsor, and has a
wide circle of friends.

Cowie, all of whom were born in Scotland, and,
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with the exception of James, all came to On- .
JERE~IIAII EDWARD 0 'CONNOR, a ristario.
ing barrister of the Dominion, until Dec. l,
John Gowie Watson was but fifteen years old 1903, a member of the strong legal firm of Murwhen he reached Ontario, and he engaged as a phy, Sale & 0 'Connor, of 'Vindsor, descends
clerk for a Mr. Mci ntosh. lie enlisted for service from one of the early families of the County of
in the war of 1812, and during the rebellion of Essex. The family is of Irish extraction, his
1837-38, he was in the army with the rank of a grandparents both having been born in Irelieutenant-colonel under Col. Askin. After the land.
close of his military sen·ice, l\Ir. 'Vatson became
J ohn O'Connor, the paternal grandfather,
a merchant in Windsor, following that business came to America in 1824, and settled in Boston,
until within three years of his death, in 1844. Massachusetts. For a time 1\Ir. 0 'Connor, who
For many years be was prominently identified was a man of education, served as bookkeeper
with the growth and progress of Windsor, in its for a. business fil'm in that city, and then re.
commercial nnd educational life, and be was rtl· moved to Detroit, Michigan, purchasing a farm
garded by his fellow-citizens with the hif!hest in the vicinity of what is now Grand Circus
esteem. lie married Archange Jacobs, born in Park, in that city. After a short residence there
1795, in the County of Essex, daughter of George he sold that property and purchased another in
J acobs, and who died at the early age of thirty· 1\1aidstone township, County of Essex, and there
two years. The three children of this union lived during the remainder of his active life, finwere: Margaret, who married Johnson Richard- ally coming to Windsor, where he died in 186G.
son, and both are deceased; Robert George, who His three children, John, Sarah and Jeremiah,
died unmarried; and John, of Windsor.
are all d eceased.
A most honorable record of thirty-five years
The Honorable l\fr. Justice John O'Connor,
of service in his present position, has made John son of the emigrant, and father of Jeremiah
Watson one of the well-known men of this city. Edward 0 'Connor, was for a number of years
He was born J.an. 16, 1824, in Sandwich , and a distinguished member of t he Bar, and an honor
there grew to manhood. Ilis first occupation was to the Bench in Ontario. Tie was born Jan. 21,
farming, and he continued to be so engaged for 1824, in Boston, and was still a child when the
a number of years. In 1866 he received the ap. family settled in l\faidstone township. At the
pointment to the customs, and has been iden. age of eighteen years he was articled to Vidal &
tified with this office ever since.
Baby, barristers of Windsor, and in 1854 was
Mr. ·watson has been twice married, hi!i called to the Bar, beginning practice at Sandfirst wife being Annie Cowan, daughter of John wich, and subsequently removing to .Windsor,
Cowan (who founded the first newspape; in where he remained until 1872. At this date be
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was called to Ottawa, as a member of Sir J ohn
Macdonald's cabinet, and when a political
change came he entered into practice in Ottawa.
Here his abilities brought him into prominence.
In 1878 he was made president of the council,
and soon afterward postmaster general. Political parties shifted and cabinets changed frequently at this time, and the services of a man
of :Mr. 0 'Connor's ability and character were
most valuable. Thus between 1878 and 1882, he
alternately filled the offices of president of the
council, postmaster general and secretary of
state. In the latter year be resigned the offit!e
of postmaster general, and retired permanently
from politics.
In 1882 Mr. O'Connor was appointed chairman of the commission for the revision of the
Dominion Statutes, and was also retained by the
government to take charge of the case for the
Dominion in the dispute concerning the North·
ern and northwest boundaries of Ontario, with
which he ·was connected until1884. In that year
he was appointed a puisrie judge of the Queen's
Bench Division of the High Court of Justice for
Ontario, and it was while holding the Assize
Court at Cobourg that he died, Nov. 3, 1887. His
death was a distinct loss to the Dominion,
whose interests he had made his own for so many
years. He had always been identified with tht:
Conservative party. In religious faith he was a
. Roman Catholic.
In 1849 Judge O'Connor married ~fary Barrett, who was born in 1826, in Ireland, and the
children of this union were: John (deceased),
a barrister-at-law; Sarah, who died in 18i9 ;
'!lbry, who married T. M. 1\forton, of Windsor,
and died in 1898 leaving two sons, Percy and
Thomas; Richard and Ellen Louisa, deceased :
Margaret, who married Eugene Belleau, of Ottawa; J eremiah Edward, the seventh member of
the family; Roderick, deceased; and Catherine
1\Iary· Angela, who resides at Ottawa.
J eremiah Edward O 'Connor was born in
1867 in Detroit, Michigan, but was educated at ·
Ottawa College and Toronto University. ' In
1888 he became articled to Wallace Nesbit, Esq.,
then of the firm of McCarthy, Osler, Hoskin &
Creelman, prominent lawyers at Toronto, and
later he attended Osgoode H all, at 1'oronto, for
three years. lie was called to the Bar in 1893,
and at once entered into practice at Windsor,
in 1900 becoming a member of the firm of Murphy, Sale & O'Connor. On Dec. 1, 1903, 11Ir.
0 'Connor severed his connection with that firm

1 :3!)

to enter upon the practice of the law in ·winnipeg, :Manitoba, where he has formed a business
connection with J. D. Morice, bai·rister, of that
city. He is endowed with ability, is thoroughly
educated, was born into a legal atmosphere M.'i it
were, and has every indication of a suc.cessful
career.
· In 1899 Mr. 0 'Connor married ~Iiss Florence
Isabel Power, daughter of N. J. Power, of Montreal, auditor of disbursements for the GranJ
Trunk Railway Company. Politically Mr. O 'Con~
nor takes a deep interest in public affairs, his
convictions making him a Conservative. Both
he and his wife belong to the Roman Catholic
Church.
S TEPHEN LUSTED, the efficient and popular city clerk of Windsor, was born in England.
His father, John· Lusted, was born in England,
and there married Ann Drury, daughter of Richard Drury. In 1842 he emigrated to Ontario,
and located at Niagara, remaining there for two
years. He then r emoved to Oxford County,
cleared up a bush farm and there died in 1870.
The following children were born to himself and
wife: Sarah, who died in 1899, married Daniel
:Matthews; Mary Ann (deceased ) married J ames
Lamont; Thomas, registrar of deeds at Stonewall, :Manitoba, died in 1904; John is a lumber
merchant of Manitoba; J oseph, a merchant of
Lis towel, is deceased; Richard Drury is a resi·dent of Albuquerque, New Mexico; Stephen;
l\frs. 11fidgely, of ·woodstock, died in 1901.
Stephen Lusted was born in 1834, and was
only eight years old when brought by his parents to Ontario. At the age of eleven years he
was apprenticed to John· F. Rodgers, of Woodstock, publisher of The Monarch, to learn the
printer's trade. At the end of three years the
business was closed up and Stephen engaged for
three years more with the British American.
After completing his apprenticeship, he worked
some time in each of the towns of llrantford, St.
Thomas and Chatham, Ont., and in Ann Arbor,
1\fichigan, and for several years upon The Times
at Woodstock, as foreman. In 1865 he came to
'Vindsor and secured a position on The R ecord
and J ourna.l. After filling this position for some
t·ime he went to Detroit and engaged with The
Tribune, but a few months lat~r returned t o
'Vindsor and resumed work on The Recol'd and
J o11rnal, and did not sever his connection with
this paper until about 1870, when the concern
was sold. Ire then established the Windsor Re-

.
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cord, which he conducted for ten years. In 1880
he was appointed clerk of \Yindsor, which p osition he has filled ever since.
l\Ir. Lusted has been twice married. In 1856
h e "·as united with )fartha ~ratthews, who died
in 1885, leaving these children: Stephen \Varren
Grey, who mttrried :\Iary Telfer, of Chicago;
Louisa Eleanor, who married George E. Killen.
of The Chicago E vening l'ost; Elizabeth, a
teacher in Ininois; and Donald Cameron, 'vho
died in Chicago in 1892.
In 188i ~Ir. L usted married Adela White,
daughter of Thomas B . White, and two children
haYe bl•cn born of this union: ~Iargnerite Adela,
in 1888, and Viola Victoria, in 1899. 1\Ir. Lusted 's political affiliations at·c with the Liberal
party.
JO lT~ McCOR:\IICK, a retired far mer and
sto<:k raiser of Gosficld North, living on the town
line of Gosfield, on Lot 25, is a Scotchman by
birth, and the record of his life shows him to be
possessed of those sterling traits of character
that have distinguished his race for generations.
U e was born in Ayrshire, March 20,-1823, son of
Thomas and Jane (Eglesome) McCormick.
Thomas McCormick and his wife lived all
their days in their native Scotland, and reared
a family of nine children as follows: Jane, who
married Robert Hislop, of Scotland, :w here she
died, leaving a family; Mary, who married David
McN"ealy, of Scotland, and raised a family;
Agnes, the wife of l\fr. Mc~eal, who lives with
his family in London, England; Elizabeth, the
wife of Hugh 1\fcGriff, of Australia ; Ellen, who
married Thomas Sanders, and went to Buenos
Ayres, S.A., in 1841; Annie, who came to America with her brother John, and when last heard
of was living in Buffalo, New York, unmarried;
William, who married a Miss Campbell in Scotl and, and came to Ypsilanti, Michigan, in 1840,
dying on his farm there a few years later, leaving one child; Robert, who remained in Scotland,
and died unmarried; and J ohn.
While attending school J ohn McCormick was
obliged to travel four miles over rugged mount ains. lie acquired a good, practical education.
In 1852 he came to Canada on a sailing vessel,
' ' The Blonde,'' via Quebec, being five weeks on
t he ocean, and he first located at H amilton.
There he worked among the farmers, and saved
enough money to enable him, after his marriage
in 1852, to start out for himself. He took his
'vile first to Port Nelson for a time, farmed in
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the County of Halton until 1858, and then occupied a farm in 'l'ilbury, County of Essex, for
a time, finally in 1874, removing to Gosfield, in
the same county, where he bought fifty acres and
commenced fa rming. Four years later he added
another fifty acres, and later 100 acres more, the
estate now comprising 200 acres, of which 100
acres are under cultivation. Mr. McCormick and
his sons have cleared the land from its wild state
and have erected good barns and all other
needed buildings. Until l 893 t he family lived i n
a log house, but in that year they built the large
and comfortable dwelling which is the home today. I n addition to general farming the McCormicks have given some attention to the raising of hogs, usually having about seventy head
a year for the market.
J ohn :McCormick was married March 15,
1852, to Miss J ane Stewart, who was born in
P erthshire, Scotland, March 10, 1832. Her par.
ents, Duncan and Margaret (Gillespie) Stewart, were natives of the Highlands of Scotland,
came to Canada in 1835, and settled in the County of H alton, Ont., where they both died when
1\frs. McCot·mick was a young girl.
She was
brought up by her grandparen.ts, Hugh and
Mary Gille;opie. Sh/3 was one of eight children,
namely: William, who died young, of smallpox;
l\Iary, who married Thomas Dunn, a farmer, and
both died in Canada, leaving a family; Robert,
whose whereabouts are unknown; J ane, Mrs. McCormick; Margaret, d£:ceased; Hugh, whose
whereabouts are unknown; Eli1.abeth, deceased;
and J anet, of Guelph, Ont. The parents were
members of the Presbyterian Church.
Mr.
Stewart ·was a farmer all his days.
Nine children were born to J ohn McCormick
and his wife, six of whom grew up: (1 ) Thomas
~&Cormick, horn in the Couuty of Halton, received a fair education, t~nd as he was the eldest
son shared 'vith his father the .burden of mak·
ing the home. H e has always r emained at home,
unmarried. (2) Johu, born in Maidstone, County of E ssex, where the parents r esided for a short
time, is also unmarried and at home, and has
shared in all the labors of developing the farm.
(3) Mary J ., born in Tilbury West, married
Henry Morris, of Tilbury, a farmer on Concession 5, and died in 1882, leaving children, W illiam A., Edward, Mary E., J essie M., and Lillie
A., all residents of Tilbury West. (4) Elizabeth is t he wife ·of James B~scom, of Mersea,
and t he mother of J aoe, Edward, J essie and Ar·
nold. (5) Robert grew up at the homestead. In
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-1-1895 he was married to l\liss Maggie J. Lambier,
of Leamington, and resides with his parents. His
three children are Emma, Louisa B. and George
R. (6) William, born in 'rilbury West, whose
earlier life was similar to that of his brothers.
married in 1897, :Miss Ida E. Lambier, a sister of
Mrs. Robert McCormick. They live on one of
the later additions to the original farm, and have
three children, Arthur, Elmer and Thomas D.
In his political views J ohn McCormick has
always been a Conservative. His religious connection is with the Methodist Church, while his
wife is a Presbyterian. The family stands high
in the respect of their neighbors, for they have
wot·ked their way from poverty to wealth by
their own honest efforts, and their persevering
industry and clear intelligence have won ample
reward. They are a most united family, for the
four sons have always worked together with
their father, with all their interests in common.
When they first came to this farm the region was
very wild, and deer and wild turkeys were plentifuL Before the land was in a condition to
yield a sufficient income, Mr. McCormick took
about the only means there was of earni ng
money, the manufacture of black salts, by burning the timber and boiling the ashes. The product was sold in Comber and Cottam. In this
way he made about $30.00 a month. Mrs. McCormick proved a true helpmeet in these early
days, working bard and managing well, and her
thrift has been a potent factor -in her husband's
success.
CAPT. EUGENE W. :McCORMICK. The
McCormick family of Pelee Island, Ont., trace
their. descent through Alexander McCormick,
the first American ancestor, to a Scotchman who
was in the army sent by James II., of Scotland,
to Ireland under the .Duke of Scomberg, in thtl
closing years of the seventeenth century. This
McCormick settled in County Down, Ireland,
and there reared a family of four sons and two
daughters. Two of the sons were of a. roving
disposition, and were eager to seek adventures
in the New \Vorld. They reached America,
probably about 1761, and the elder brother went
south to the Carolinas, while the younger, Alexander, the forefather o! the Canadian family,
remained in Philadelphia for several years in
a mercantile position. But this life soon became too tame to suit him, and somewhere about
1769 he started out on the adventurous career
that was to prove a veritable romance.

At first joining a party of traders who were
starting across the Allegheny Mountains, Alexander McCormick was soon fired with a desire
to penetrate even further into the wilderness,
and, in 1771, with a few companions and with
goods for trading, he started for the region
known as the North ·west Territory, bet een the
Ohio river and the Great Lakes. I t is not known ·
whether he was captured by the Wyandotte Indians, one of the tribes located there, or went
among them voluntarily to trade, but eventually his long sojourn among them must have
been a matter of his own choice, as there would
have been frequent opportunities to escape dur·
ing the latter part of the time at least. He became a favorite with . the tribe, who adopted
him as a "brother," and finally offered him a
comely young squaw, the chief's sister, as a
wife. They were married according to the Indian rit~s. and the son born to them was afterward taken to Canada with his father when the
latter settled down to civilized life. For eight
or ten years McCormick lived among the Indians, and acted as interpreter and trader for
them with the whites at Detroit, whither he
was often sent with their cargoes of skins.
In the fall of 1782, in the region around the
present site of Toledo, the tribe with whom McCormick was met another Indian tribe with
whom there was a white woman, Elizabeth Turner by name, a captive taken some years before.
McCormick's Indian wife had died some time
before, and the acquaintanceship thus strangely
begun between the two so cut off from their ov;rn
people soon ripened into a. warmer feeling.
The life of Elizabeth Turner, up to her meeting with Alexander :McCormick, had been one
of strange and terrible adventure. Her home
had been in Pittsburg, and there, one afternoon
in early March, in 1780, she, with a friend and .·
a younger brother, had been out a little way to
take food to their brothers in a sugar camp near
the town. The Indians fell upon them,· killed
the two young men and carried the girls and
the boy off as captives. By the time the tragedy
was discovered pursuit was impossible, and it
was years before the fate of the prisoners was
made known to their friends. The boy soon
became ill, and was killed by the Indians, anu
the girls .were sent with different tribes and
never met again. Elizabeth Turner was physically strong, and able to stand the hard life
which she was compelled to endure, while her
moral courage and indomitable spirit enabled
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her to preserve a stoic behavior which, with her a previous visit, one Col. Allen, provided her
general good conduct, caused her to find favor with a wedding dress and complete outfit, and
with her captors, and she was formally adopted ~he wedding was solemnized by a minister of the
into the tribe nnu treated as kindly as was con- E nglish Church in May, 1783.
sistent with I ndian ideas. Various stories are
After their marriage the young couple detold of the spirit with which she resented in- termined to return to the I ndian settlement from
dignities and maintained her own rights against which :McCormick had originally come, as in
the other SCJ.naws, and this also explained why this way he could continue the profitable fur
the . I ndians gave her a nan1e which meant trade in which he had been ~>ngaged, while
"chestnut burr ." Once she fell ill, and as she at the same time he could establish a more per·
received literally no care or attention from any manent home. Both were too inured to the hardof the other women it seems a miracle that even ships of such a life to feel it a sacrifice. On
with her strong constitution she recovered, for May 30, 1784, a child was born to them, whom
she was left lying for weeks in the field where they named William, whose later brilliant career
was hardly to be expected from the circumshe fil·st fell unconscious.
The Indians were allies of the English, and stances of his infancy.
were permitted by them to practice nwnerous
:Mrs. McCormick naturally f elt a great deatrocities upon their captives. Elizabeth was sire to visit her old home and let her family
often compelled to be a witness of· these tortures, know she was alive, but as P ittsburg was two
and found it the most unendurable part of her hundred miles away, through the wilderness,
captivity. At various times she saw white peo- nnd her husband could not conveniently accomple, either captives or traders, but never inet pany her, it did not seem practicable. However,
one who could tell her anything of her own fam- her old spirit rose and she determined to go
ily. "\Yhcn she met Alexander :McCormick her with an old squaw as her companion. So, on
hopes of getting news rose again, only to be horseback, 1vith a small outfit of the most necesdisappointed, but still the companionship of a sary things, and with her child in her arms, Mrs.
white person was in itself a great relief. H ow- McCormick began her long journey; in spite of
ever, when be first suggested marriage to her hardshi ps and thrilling adventures she accomshe did not accede to it, for she had left a lover plished it in safety, and sp ent some weeks with
behind her in P ittsburg and felt she should re- her parents, both of whom she found aliv-e.
main faithful to him. But :McCormick finally
Just what part Alexander McCormick had
succeeded in overcoming her scruples, only to taken during th& Revolution is not known, but
find greater obstacles before him, for the Indians as he was thoroughly identified with the Inrefused to give Elizabeth up. When McCor- dians, who were the British allies, he no doubt
mick proposed to pay a liberal ransom for her was a strong sympathizer with the Engthey at first agreed, but afterward 'regretted it lish cause. At any rate, he h ad apparently
and refused to let h er go when he came £or her. made it unpleasant for himself among the
This fully roused his Scotch spirit and he deter- ''Yankees,'' who were rapidly increasing in
mined to have her in spite of them and accord- numbers through the Ohio valley, so he . deteringly laid his plans to steal her away.
mined to gather up his effects and join the
l\Ir. McCormick was engaged that spring in colony of U. E. Loyalists who were settling. in
collecting furs to be sent from Maumee City to the County . of Essex, Ont. Each colonist was
Detroit, in row boats, and when ready to start, rewarded by the government with two hundred
by previous arrangement with Elizabeth, h e got acres of land and Mr. McCormick selected his in
her into one of the boats and covered her with that part now known as the township of Colthe skins. The Indians soon missed her, and chester, on Lake Erie. I t can.not now be deterwent at once to McCormick's boats, to search mined whether the date of his exodus was about
for her, but by great good fortune they did not 1787-88, or some four or five years later. There
r emove quite all the furs from the boat where were Indians all around, and h e evidently enshe was, feeling satisfied that the f ew left could gaged in his old business of trading as well 1\ll
not have concealed her if she had been hidden carrying on· farming.
there. Thus they got away and made the slow
At the time of his marriage, Alexander Mcvoyage to Detroit in safety. Mr. McCormick Cormick was about forty years old, and his wife
took Elizabeth to the honse of a friend made on . twenty-one. Their children wer e eight in num-
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ber, viz. : William; Alexander; :Matthew; John;
Elizabeth ("Betsey"); Mary; Nancy, who married a Mr. Stockwell; and Sarah. who married a
::'lfr. Price. The sons all married and settled in
that county. In 1802 Mr. McCormick made a trip
to Ireland and visited his relations there. Returning, he lived to a good old age, but passed
away many years before his wife, who survived
till 1837, aged then seventy-seven. Her death
occurred in the township of Colchester, where
she was visiting.
William l\fcCormick was at the most not more
than ten years old when his father brought him
to Canada. lie may have had some elementary
t('aching from his father or mother before' leaYing the Maumee country, and after moving to
Canada h e was probably sent to such schools as
existed at )falden or Sandwich, there being none
nearer his home. In the main, however, he was
indebted to his own energy and ambition for
such knowledge of books or of business as he acquired. Doubtless he was much indebted to the
United Empire Loyalists around him, who
formed the nucleus of an unusually good society
for the time and place, a society to which the
young man had access and where he met his
wife, Miss l\fary Cornwall.
On Jan. 29, 1809, at the age of twenty-five,
William :McCormick was married, and his wife,
then seventeen years old, was the daughter of
John Cornwall, who left Connecticut after tht>
Revolution. The young couple settled on the old
homestead farm already enlarged by purchase.
of adjoining land. In the course of time they
found themselves surrounded by a large family,
thirteen children having been born to them, a"
follows :· Alexander, in 1811; John, 1813 ; David,
1815; \Villiam, 1817; 'fhomas. 1821; Lucinda,
1822; Charles, 1826; Mary, 1828; Sarah Ann,
1829; Peregrine, 1831; Arthur l\L, 1834; and
two others not named. Mr. McCormick's aged
mother and a maiden sister also formed a part
of the household.
Besides the Loyalists and the army and government officials at Fort 1\ralden, the inhabitants
· of that region were almost wholly CanadianFrench, half-breeds and Indians, and in such a
community an intelligent and energetic young
man like William McCormick was bound to come
to the front. This, we find, he did. His first
official position was that of postmaster for Colchester, the first postoffice being established in an
outbuilding in his yard. Later he was appointed
a magistrate for that district, in which capacity

] 43

it ,.,·as his duty, as well as to meet the nsual magisterial duties, to perform the n;wrriage ceremony for such as could not wait for the quarterly
visit of the minister. The two principal towns
of that locality were Sandwich and :;\[alden, in
both of which Mr. :McCormick was well known,
and he received the nomination for member of
the Canadian Parliament for the County of E~
sex, a nomination ratified by election.
The first official record of Point au P elce I sland is that of a deed or lease made by the
sachems of the island in )fay, li88, conveying
all their right to the island to one Thomas ~Ic
Kee, an Indian half-breed and a chief in some of
the tribes. As this lease forms an important as
well as a curious document in the history of the
island, a copy of it is here given:
''This Indenture made and made between the
chiefs and sachems of tbe Chippe"'a and Ottawa
:1\ations of I ndians, on the one part; and Thomas
?\[clCee, of Detroit, of the other part, witnessed.
that the said chiefs and sachems of the Chippewa
and Ottawa Nations, for and in consideration of
the rent and covenant hereinafter mentioned and
contained, which on the part and behalf of said
Thomas McKee, his heirs, executors, administrators, arc and ought to be paid and performed,
hath demised, and to form letters granted, and
by these presents do demise, grant, and to form
let unto the said Thomas McKee, his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, all t hat island
known by the name of Point Pelee Island, near
Point Pclee in Lake Erie: To have and to hold
the said island unto the said Thomas McKee, his
executors, administrators, or assigns, for and
during the term of 99'9 years and fully to be
complete and ended. To parcel out the said island into such lot.s and parcels as he may think
proper, and tenant the same with whatsoever
and whomsoever they please to put thereon.
Yielding and paying therefor, yearly and every
year during the said term, unto the said chiefs
and sachems of the Chippewa and Ottawa Nations their h eirs and assigns, three bushels of
Indian corn or the value thereof, if demanded,
annually, to and for the use of said chiefs and
sachems, their nations, heirs and assigns for and
in full satisfaction and payment of all manner
of rents whatsoever; and the chiefs, for themselves, their nations, heirs and assigns, do h ereby covenant that the said Thomas McKee's heirs,
executors, administrators or assigns may demise,
grant or sell any part or parcel of the said island
for the term herein specified."
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So far as we know William )lcCormick 's attention was fil·st drawn to the island in 1815,
aftct• it had come into the possession of Alexander )fcKee's only son, heir of Col. Thomas 1\IcKee. In that year :\(r. ::\IcCormick leased the is·
land from l\IcKee, for what use we are not informed, but it must have had great attractions
for him and inspired him with a faith in its
future, for in eight years he bought 1\IcKee 's
whole interest for $500. He did not, however,
remove to the island permanently till 1834, by
which time some tenants had been sr.nt over, a
few spac<'s clN1re<.l and houses built, the ship·
ping of t imber from the island begun, and th ~
· lighthou~'>c ert'CtE'd. The north end was selected
f or the homestl•ad, and two cedar houses built,
connected by a frnmc npartment built between;
the house was only a few yards from the bluff
and faced the bcnutiful bay, while almost in
f ront was a good location for a dock, which was
soon added.
In :,rar·ch, 1838, during the Rebellion of
18:37, the rehC'l mob invaded PC'lce Island, but
were defeated and put to rout by the regular
troops, who were told of the attempt to be made
and guided to the island over the ice by two of
William ~IcCormiek 's sons, William and David.
The family left the place at the time and remained away till the summer of 1839. 'l'he disaster seemed to have a depressing effect upon the
f ather, his health began to decline, and he died
Feb. 18, 1840, at the age of fifty.
:\fary (Cornwall) :\IcCormiek, the wife of
William, was in many respects a remarkablo
woman. .As heor husband's business kept him
away from home often, much of the responsibility of bringing up her large family fell upon
her, and the circumstances and surroundings
were most difficult, especially so after her bus.
band's death. But her splendid constitution
physically, her active mind with a retentive
memory and her cheerful disposition, enabled
her to prove equal to her task, her executive
ability being particularly marked. She lived a
widow for more than half of a century, seeing
man.v changes on the island where she made her
home so many years, and where her influence for
good upon all about grew even greater as tim~
passed. She died in 1891, nearly ninety-niue
years of age.
By the terms of William McCormick's will,
the island was left to his children: 300 acres, specifically located, were to be {!iven to each, 100
acres set asi~e to maintain a school, 10 acres de·

signatcd for a village plot and chur·ch, and the
rest to be divided equally between the children.
Each took possession of his homestead, and the
eldest son was appointed to act as agent for the
others in arranging the division. Nothing was
done for seven years, and then the division made
by Alexander l\IcCormick was so altered from
the original will and so unsatisfactory to the
others that family dissensions arose and by their
long continuance did considerable material injury to the interests of all concerned. These
were hoppily settled, though, in the end.
William :McCormick (2) was. born in Colchester South, April 3, 1817. H e was one of the
young men who gave the warning to the troops
when the island was attacked in 1838. lie married l\Iis.'i Esther Buchanan, born in. the same
locality in 1822, and her people were farmers,
who were living on Pelee Island at the time of
their death. The children born to William and
Esther 1\IcCormick were: Frances, the wife o.f
Henry Nichols, of P elee Island; Eugene W.;
William J., of Pelee; Mary E., the wife of Ilamilton Cornwall, also of Pelee Island: Alice E.,
wife of George J asperson, of Kingsville. Wil.
liam McCormick was a Conservative pqlitically,
and both he and his wife were members of the
Church of England.
His death occurred in
1869, and hers eighteen years later.
Eugene W. 1\IcCormick was born April 15,
1849, before his father's family removed from
Colchester South, but he was reared on Pelee Island. His. education, begun on the island, was
completed at London, Ont. His regular trade
was that of a carpenter, but in 1863 he began
sailing during the summer seasons·; and followen
the two occupations altern ately a number of
years. Capt. McCormick made h is first voyage
on the steamer "Valley City," after that being
on many others, but since 1894 he has sailed the
"Imperial," plying between Windsor and P elee
Island.
In 1882 Capt. ~fcCormick was married to
Miss L eonetta Broadwell, a daughter of George
and Alice (H enson) Broadwell. Mrs. McCormick
is a native of Ohio, whence her family moved
t o Ontario in 1867, so t hat while she is American
born, she is Canadian bred. 'l'he Captain and
his wife settled in Kingsville, but in 1894 moved
to Amherstburg, where they now reside.
To
them has come one son, Eugene William Pay,
born F eb. 13, 1896. Capt. l\:IcCormick is a member of the Masonic fraternity; he and his wife
both belong to the ·Church of England.
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. WILLIAM :MOORE, one of the most highly
respected citizens and substantial farmers of
Sandwich West, County of Essex, located on Lot
52, Huron Road, was born Oct. 13, 1831, in Yorkshire, England. His parents were William and
Fannie (Emblay) :Moore, the former of whom
was born in Yorkshire in 1802, and the latter in
1803.
William Moore was a son of William Moore
who died in England, his two children, Willia~
and Annie, coming to Cauada. The latter married Dr. Bower, who settled and died in Canada,
leaving children who are still residents of the
Dominion. The former came to· Hamilton, Ont.,
in 1851, via New York City, making a five-weeks
voyage in a sailing vessel on the Atlantic. After
one summer spent at Hamil ton the family came
to Sandwich ·west, where ~1r. l\'foore purchased
a farm and where he spent the remainder of a
useful life. His death occurred in 1866. His .
wife had died in England in 1840, leaving him
a family of five children, as follows: Elizabeth,
born in England, married John Shields, of Canada, and they settled in Sandwich West, but
after his death she removed to Detroit, where
she died in 1892, leaving three children, William, Mary and Sarah. George, born in 1826,
in En gland, was married in his native land t<>
Miss Sarah Clarkson, came to Hamilton, and was
killed there by the caving in of a mine, where
· he was employed; he left two sons, Stephen, a
farmer of Sandwich West, and George, a resident of Windsor. John, born in 1829, in England, married the widow of his brother George,
and they settled on a farm in Sandwich West,
where he died leaving his widow, two sons and
four daughters, Frederick, John, Emma, l\Iary,
Matilda and Sarah. William is mentioned below. Stephen, born in 1834, married Margaret
Herdman, of Canada, and they settled on a farm
in Sandwich West, where he died in 1886, leaving his wife and four children, who live on his
farm, Nettie, Minnie, Ernest and Newton.
Wiilliam :Moore was the fourth member in his
parents' family. As he was nineteen years of
age when he came to Canada, he had finished .
his ~chooling and was ready to begin his owri
business life, his industry soon bripging him
enough means to invest in farm land. In 1857
he was married to Miss Nancy Spence, who was
born iin Ireland in June, 1836, a daughter of
George and Margaret Spence, who settled at
Kingston, Canada, in 1840; he died there in 1870
and his widow in 1880, There :Mrs. Moore grew
10
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up and was educated. She had five sisters and
one brother: Mary married Mathew Sullivan,
of Halifax; Rachel married John Broach, of
JI.Iani toba; Robert married Jane Blacklock, of
Kingston; Jane marriea Adam Tate, of Kingston; l\latilda married Lemuel Smith, of Hamilton ; l\1 argaret married Thomas MeWaters, of
Kingston.
In 1862 l\Ir. l\Ioore and his wife settled in
Sandwich '\Vest, where he purchased his present
farm of 160 acres. On this land he built a fine,
modern brick house in 1882, and, in fa~t, has
made all of the excellent improvements h ere.
l\1r. and Mrs. Moore had a family of ten children born to them, as follows : George died aged
twenty-five years. Miss Margaret, born in Hamilton, remains the presiding genius of the home. .
l\'fary, born in Hamilton, is the widow of Oscar ':'
Connors, who died in Windsor in September~
1902. Arthur, born at the present homestead, is
still at home. William was crushed beneath the
wheels of a heavy truck on Aug. 23, 1904, and
died ten hours later from the effects of his injuries; he married Ada Clark, and they had four
children, Myrtle, Harry, Arnim and Stanley.
Matilda is the wife of D. A. Banwell, of Windsor, and they · have two sons and one daughter,
Roy, Clarence and Gertrude. Alfred died at the
age of twenty-one years. Robert married Laura
Lutes, of Windsor, where they now reside, and
they have two daughters, Ploreuce and Ethel.
Frank remains on the old homestead. Clarence.
who is one of the intelligent young men of th~
neighborhood, has been a student for the past
three years at Windsor College.
Religiously l\Ir. and Mrs. Moore are members
of the Church of . England. Politically he has
always zealously supported the old Conservative
party. I n summing up the life of William
::\Ioore, we see on every hand the results of industry, economy and probity. Although but a
boy in years when he came to Canada, his principles were fixed in the right path. After assisting his father in establishing himself in the
new country we see him industriously earning
the means to become a land and home owner, a
course he pursued until now he is one of the
wealthy and independent farmer citizens of
Sandwich anq his fine farm stands as a monument to his industry. Ur. Moore is ·a man ·of
sterling traits of cha.racter, scrupulously honest
in his dealings with his fellow-men, one wh,ose
word on all occasions is as binding as any legal
for·malities could mal\e it. notil he and }11:s.
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Moore eujoy the esteem of all who know them,
while their childr,cn haYe grown up to be representative members of society. Few men in Sandwich \Vest stand higher in general esteem than
doc-s William )Ioot·c.
·
JOII~ W .ALTERS, To"·n Clerk of the town
of E!';s('x, County of E s!';ex, and one of the re·
t ired farmcrs of that tom1, was born in Halton
Connty, Ont., Aug. 21, 183:3, a son of John and

)fnry (Fitz):!<'r·ald) Walters, old settlers of the
County of llaltou.
J ohn \Yalters,· Sr., was born in England, and
his wife in Ireland, but in 1830 they settled in
the County of Halton, Ont., he being a British
soldier who c11me to Canada in the service. His

dcnth occurred in the County of IIaldimand, in
18i8, nt t he age of eighty, and his wife died in
18i0, aged sixty. They left a f amily of children
as follows : James, of Ypsilanti, Michigan, now
deceased; H enry, of Chatham, County of Kent;
Thomas, of Ilaldimand; Richard, of British Columbia, also deceased ; Catherine, widow of Willinm Quinlan, of the County of Haldimand;
)[aria, who married a Mr. Fralick; and John.
The education of our subject was received in
his native county, and he began his life work as
a lnnd sun·eyor under the celebrated llugh
Black. In 185-t he went via New York and Panama to the gold fields of California, and re·
maincd on the coast unt il 1870, mining and surYeying, a portion of the time being in British
Columbia. :\fr. \Valters was not only successf ul
in his mining operations, but also as a surveyor.
H e returned in 1870, and engaged in farming in
the County of IIaldimand until 1876, when he
sold his interests, and comi ng to Essex, settled
on a farm in :\Taidstone, erecting a good brick
house and excellent barns, as well as making
other imrwovements. He made his home ther e
u ntil 1892, meantime coming to the town of Es·
sex and assisting his two sons, Frank and H enry,
who were engaged in the publication of the Essex Free Press. In 1892 they disposed of their
paper to E. J. L ovelace, who later sold it to the
present editor, Mr. R. R. Brett.
In that s11me year :\[r. \Valtcrs was elected
t own clerk of E ssex, which office of honor and
responsibility he still retains. I n all of his po·
litical life he has been a L iberal, and while a
resident of 1\raidstone, setTed his constituents as
treasurer of the school boat·d. on retiring r eceiv.
ing a h andsome testimonial for f aithful serviecs.
In 1859 ::\fr.' \YRlters marJ•i<>cl ?lfaggie Isabellr

MacDonald, who was born and r eared in the
County of H alton, daughter of Charles 1\IacDonald, a native of Scotland. Six children were
born to them: ( 1) Charles, born in California,
is a business man in Northville, Michigan; he i~
married. (2) Frank, born in British Columbia,
is a prominent lawyer of Detroit, and a very
brilliant young man, at present in South Amer.
ica, where he is manager of a l arge mining company; he is married. (3) James, born in British Columbia, is now a resident of Alberta,
Northwest t erritory, where he owns a large
ranch; he married a :Miss Radcliff, a native of
1\Iaidstone, and they have four children, John,
H enry, Margaret and Hattie. ( 4) H enry, also
born in British Columbia, is a prominent and
talented lawyer of Detroit; he was formerly one
of the publishers of the Free P1·ess in E ssex. (5)
George Walters, born in the County of Haldimand, was educated in the high school of Essex,
and when a young man became editor and manager of the Kingsville R epor ter. During the
American war with Spain he enlisted and served
with distinction under Gen. Shafter, taking part
in the entire campaign. lie enlisted in the United
States service in Cuba, becoming adjutant under
Major 1\IcNaughton, chief of the Hospital
Corps. Later, as agent f or the Sun Life I nsurance Company of l\Iontreal, he was sent to liankow, China, and while there was appointed viceconsul-general under consul-general Willcox,
U.S.A. Owing to ill-health, he and his wife, formerly l\fiss Ethel Johnston, . of Detroit, Michigan, returned to America, and now r eside with
their little d aughter 1\Iargaret in Detroit. (6)
Miss Annie C., the only daughter, was born at
1\Iaidstone, where she r eceived her early educat ion, later graduating from the Essex high
school; sh e is a young lady of many attractions,
well educated, and possessed of a very char ming
manner, her gentleness and sweetness making
her the idol of her parents' hearts, and the centre
of attraction in their Essex home.
The r eligious affiliations of the family are
with the Presbyterian Church, of which M:r.
\Valters has been treasurer for some time, and
in which he and his f amily are most highly
esteemed. :Hr. Walters is one of the respected
men of Essex, and one well known throughout
the county. llis years of loyal work for his
party as an assistant on the Free Press served to
bring him favorably before the people, while his
conscientious discharge of his many duties as a

public official commend him to those in whose
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hands lie the gift of these positions. The success which has attended Mr. \Valters must be attributed in a great degree to the wise and loving
support given him by the lady who bears his
name, for no matter how discouraging the outlook sometimes became, her words were always
encouraging and hopeful; much credit is also
due to his early moral training and the high
standard of respectability of his parents, "·hich
'ras inherited from very far back. Not only in
thC'ir own immediate circle are ~lr. and Mrs.
Walters highly esteemed, but in every community in which they have lived, and they are people
of whom any community may well be proud.

REV. ALEXA!'."'DER GORDON DAUGIIARTY (known as Gordon A. Daugharty), aretired minister of the Baptist Church, was born
in Osnabruck township, County of Stormont,
June 5, 1830, son of James J. and Catherine
(Empy). Daugharty.
The Daugharty family, as the name implies,
is of Irish ancestry. William Daugharty, the
grandfather of our subject, was born in the town
of Ross Grey, County Tipperary, Ireland. He
married Hannah MacNeil, who was born at what
was called MacNeil's Ferry, Vermont, and was
of Scotch ancestry. When eighteen years old,
William Daugharty went to England and there
learned the trade of shoemaker. He afterward
enlisted in the British army and fought under
Lord Nelson in the battle of Trafalgar. At the
expiration of his term of service he was discharged and emigrated to Canada, locating at
.Montreal, where for many years he was engaged
in the boot and shoe business. He subsequently
removed to the township of Osnabruck, where he
settled on land granted him by the British Government by virtue of his service in the army.
He met his d eath by the accidental discharge of
a gun in the hands of a friend.
James J . Daugharty was born in 1785 in
Montreal, and when a child his parents removed
to Osnabruck, where he was a resident for seventy years, engaged in farming, lumbering and
milling. He served in Ridge's Light Brigade
during the war of 1812, and the declining year!!
of his life were spent with his son, Alexander
G. His death occurred March 19, 1872. He
had eighteen children, seven of whom grew to
maturity: Eliza, deceased; 'Villiam, deceased;
Edwin, dece.ased ; J ohiohi, deceased; Gordon A.,
our subject; Pembrook; and Diana, deceased.
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Gordon A . Daugharty was educated at .Madison University, New York, from which he graduated with the degree of A.B. with the class of
1857, and in 1859 took the degree of A.M. in the
same university. The same year he was ordained
to the ministry at Ogdensburg, New York, and
for about seventeen years was in active ministerial work, fo-urteen years of this time beinrr
spent in Canada, and six years at Leamington~
Since his superannuation in 1876, he has
preached on different occasions.
Gordon A. Daugharty was married at Fort
Covington, Kew York, Sept. 3, 1861, to Emma
,Jane Spencer, born in County Huntingdon,
daughter of Horatio and Rhoda (Blanchard)
Spencer, and to this union have beeu born the
following children: Allan H., resides in Chicago; Victoria died in childhood; Vilas married
l\fabel Dunbar, and resides in Chicago; Franklin
died in childhood, and Ella :May.
Edwin and William Daugharty, brothers of
Gordon A., were soldiers in the Rebellion of
1837 and 1838, the former serving in the dragoons, the latter being a lieutenant. The maternal ancestors, tl1e Empys, were U. E. Loyalists,
and early settlers in Canada. Jacob Empy, a
brother of our subject's mother, was a captain
of militia during the Rebellion under Col. Philpot, and was present at the taking of the windmill at Prescott.
CHARLES BARILLIER (deceased) was in
his lifetime one of Windsor's most esteemed
citizens.
He was of French extraction, his
grandfather, J ean Barillier, having been born .in
France. Of him little is known, except that he
was an officer in the French army.
Jean Barillier, son of J ean, and father of
Charles, was born in France. His business interest took him to the West India Islands, where
he became a man of wealth and landed estates,
engap;ing in the r aising of tropical products in
Guadaloupe, and it is known that he kept many
slaves. He married Lady De St. Gcrmains,
whose father was murdered during an uprising
among the slaves, and they had three children:
Antoinette, Emma (deceased), and Charles. An·
toinette married Capt. George :Masnou, and their
son, George 11fasnou, is now a general in the
French army, and married to one of the daughters of the French General Tranchard.
Charles Barillier was born June 28, 1828, in
the West Indies, and was but three years old
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when his father took him to Prance.
He was
given every advantage of euucation, his parents
placing him in the Hoyal College of Saints, at
Bordeaux, and later he entered the French navy.
In 1851 he came to America, locating at Montreal, where he remained for two years, then went
to D etroit, and later came to \Vindsor. He entered upon the study of law with Charles Atkinson, of Chatham, later engaging in the insurance
and conveyancing business. lie did not make his
permanent home ia \Vindsor prior to 1874:.
While in Chatham Mr. Barillier made tho
acquaintance of ?IIiss Clara Baby, a daughter of
Edmund and Fnnnie (Urquhardt) Baby, and
granddaughter of Col. Francois Baby, and this
accom p]ishcd la<ly he married in 1853. She is
one of a family of seven children born to her
parents, namely: Clara, Edmund, ·william, Su·
san, Frank, Catherine and Louisa. Extended
mention of the Baby family will be found in another part of this volume. Shortly after his mar·
riage Mr. Barillier came to Windsor, as noted,
and e11gaged in the practice of law in partnership with Albert Prince, a son of Col. Prince. He
grew in prominence and in the confidence of th~
p<'ople, and became treasurer of ·windsor, and it
was while still serving as such that his lamenterl
ucath occurred, July 10, 1891.
His political
views made him a Conservative. R eligiously
he was :a devout Roman Catholic. 1\frs. Barillier
survives her husband.
Children as follows were born to l\Ir. and
~frs. Barillicr: Charles E. is deceased; Mary Antoinette, who married Gabriel Chene, has three
children, Arthur, Crace and Antoine; Clara
Emma married Alexander Chene, and has three
children, Alexander, Alberta and George; Josephine mntTictl William G. Mayhew, of Detroit,
and tlu•y have one child, l\Iarie; Georgiana Emily, ma tTieu 1-'rancis D. P oole, of E scanaba,
:\fic·hir;rnn, and they havt· one daughter, Irene;
Bngenia married H enry Bramley, of Detro1t,
and tE1e,v have two children, Bdmnnd and Violet;
Charles marricu :Jiargaret IIIacquit·e, of Clevelaml, a nd they han two children, Reginald and
Ruby; Victot·ia .Alexandrina ma rried Charles D.
\Vcthct·all, nnd tlli'Y have one son.
'l'he Bnrillier family is prominent in social
circles in \Vindsor and other cities. Its religions
connection is with the Roman Catholic Church.
HICJL\I<D R. BHETT is editor and part
propr·ictot· and publisher of t l1c Essex Free Press
Md a promiueut citizen of the town of Essex,

where he has resided since 1 8fJ6. He is a native
of this county, where his entire life, with the exception of two years, has b een passed.
.Tohn Brett, father of Richard R., was born
at Ballysidare, County of Sligo, Ireland, in
1826, and came to Canada in early manhood. He
was a shoemaker and followed his calling in 'l'o.
ronto, State of Iowa, York Village, County of
Ilaldimand, and later in Amherstburg, County
of E ssex, where he lived from 1865 until his
death in 1880. During his r esidence in Amherstburg he took an interest in public matters, was
a councillor for the town in 1876, and in 1877
was elected deputy reeve, and as such was a
member of the Essex connty council. He married Ann Elliott, who was born at Halifax,
Nova Scotia, wl1ere her father, an Irishman, and
a soldier in the British army, was at that time
stationed.
R-ichard R. Brett was born in Amberstburg,
April17, 1869, and his mother died when he was
but nine years <>ld. He was one of a large family, ·being the youngest son and eleventh child.
H e attended the public schools in Amberstburg,
andl in 1884, when bnt fifteen years of age, received a second-class t eacher's certificate. B eing obliged to earn his living, and being too
young to teach, he went into the office of the
1V!:stern Herald, published at Amherstburg, as
an apprentice, and r emained there three years,
learning all the secrets of the printer's trade. In
1887 he attended the model school at I ngersoll,
an"d received his full teacher's certificate. He at
once scoured a school, and taught for two years
near H arrietsville, in the County of Elgin, and
for one year in the County of Essex. In 1890
he went on the staff of the Amherstburg Echo
as local reporter, and remained with that paper
until June, 1896. In that year he and W. H.
Auld bought the Esst>x F1·ee P1·ess, which they
still carry on, and which is one of the leading
weeklies of the county. Mr. Brett has taken an
active part in municipal a·f fnirs since 1899, when
he was elected one of the town councillors of Essex. 'l.'he following year he was re-elected to
this office, and in 1901 was elected one of the
rep·resentativcs of District No. 2, to the county
council. 'l'his uistrict includes the town of Essex, and the townships of Colchester North and
Colchester South, and :Mr. Brett again received
tl~e election to this office for 1903 and 1904:. At
the session of the county conncil in January,
1904, Mr. Brett was elected warden of the County of Essex for the ensuing year.
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Mr. Brett was married at Charlotte, Michigan, in June, 1893, to Frances L. Roberts, who
was born at Pontiac, that State, to which place
her parents had moved in 1854, from New York
State. Mrs. Brett received a thorough education
in the Michigan schools. The children born to
this union were as follows : Frances Elaine, Richard R., Kenneth E., Lillian A. l\f. and Marwood
R. The family home is a large and comfortable
house in pleasant grounds, owned by :Mr. Brett.
Both he and his wife are members of the Episcopal Church. His political faith has always been
that of the old Liberal party. 1\lr. Brett is ac-·
tive in fraternal circles, being a Past :Master
Mason, a member of the Essex Lodge; Past Master Workman, of the A.O.U.W.; a member of the
K.O.T.M.; Past Grand of the Odd Fellows; and
Past Grand Conductor of the I .O.O.F., Grand
Lodge of Ontario.

•.

MAJOR FRANCOIS X. MELOCHE, whose
military record extends over more than thirtyfive years, is descended from one of the old
French families of the County of Essex. The
family was founded in this vicinity by his grandfather, J ean Baptiste Meloche, who was born in
Lower Canada in 1771, near the city of Montreal, and there married. In 1786 he settled in
Amherstburg, County of Essex, and there he
died in 1830. He took part in the war of 1812
as a private, and later became well known as a
contractor and builder. I n politics he belonged
to the Conservative party. His religious connection was with the Roman Catholic Church.
Four children were born to him, as follows: J ean
B., who settled in the States, and died there;
Eleanor, who became the wife of Joseph Gascon,
and lived to the age of ninety years; Joseph, who
died unmarried; and Cyril, who was the father
of ,Major Meloche.
Cyril Meloche was born April 3, 1811, in Amherstburg, County of Essex, and became a wellknown and substantial citizen of that place, engaging in the butchering and meat packing business. In military affairs he took part in the suppression of the Rebellion of 1837-38, under Capt.
Kevill, and was present at the taking of the
schooner "Anne." In politics he also was a
Conservative, and he served in various offices,
being tax collector at Amherstburg for a long
period. His religious connection was .with the
Roman Catholic Church, in which faith he died
in 1889. I n 1830 he was united in marriage with
Christine Grondin, · who was born in 1813, in
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East Sandwich, daughter of J oseph Grondin·,
and died in 1896, at Port Huron. To these wor-.
thy parents were born the following children :
J oseph, who married Eleanor McTavish, of the
County of Middlesex, Ont., had one son and four
daughters. Miss Elizabeth is a resident of Am'.:.
herstburg. J ohn, who married J osie Turner, of
Detroit, has children- Bertha, Minnie, Monte,
Hattie and Harry 1 they reside at Ottawa, where
}lfr. Meloche is connected with the London: Life
Insurance Company. Ellen, who is the wife of
Henry W. Nut.son, of Windsor, has childrenMiles, Garfield and Mary. :Mary, who is the wife
of Capt. John Hutton, of Amherstburg, has children-Laura, Lillie and l\1ilton. J ohn B., who
married :Mary White, has children- Clifford and
Rhea, and is in the employ of the Grand Trunk
Railroad Company at Port Huron. Madeline,
who married H. J. Pettypiece, member from
West Lambton, and publisher of The Forest Free
Press, has children-Nora., Charlie, Victor and
Lister. Cyril settled in the States in 1865. Francois X. is the gentleman whose name opens this
sketch.
Francois X. Meloche was born April 5, 1840,
in Amherstburg, where he attended school until
the age of sixteen years. He then came to Sandwich and remained until1864, learning the trade
of harness-making. Settling then in Windso.r ,
he worked at his trade until1869, when he embarked in the dry goods business, which he followed until 1874. From the latter date until
1880 he was very largely interested in a real .
estate business. From 1880 until 1898 he served
as assistant postmaster at Windsor, and since
1899 has been bookkeeper for the well-known
law firm of Ellis & Ellis, of Windsor. Major
Meloche in 1869 was a member of the city council of Windsor, and in 1871-72 was assessor. Although well kno\vn in business and in social circles, Major l\Ieloche has, perhaps, been most
prominent in military circles. In 1861 he helped
to organize Co. No. 1, of Sandwich, of which
he was made sergeant, and in 1864 he became
ensign. In June, 1865, he attended the military school in London, and in the following September attended the camp near Montreal, where
1,300 military school men and 1,600 regulars
were assembled under Major-General Williams.
In that year he was promoted to the ra.nk of ·
first lieutenant, and in 1866, during the Fenian
Raid, was called out, in June of this year being
made captain of his company, which, with three
other companies, was under the command of CoL
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Smith of Chatham in 1866. During this year the
'fwenty-third Regiment was organized in Windsor, with the late Arthur Rankin as colonel, and
in October, 1866, the regiment camped at Sandwich, on the site of No. 1 school building. In
the spring of 1868 Major :Meloche retired from
Company 1, but in 1883, when the Twenty-first
was formed, he was made paymaster, and in
1902 was made major of Windsor. In 1899 he
attended the camp at London, having always
taken a deep interest in these meetings, and he
is now on the retired list, with the rank of major.
In 1870 Major Meloche \vas united in marriage with Elizabeth Dumouchel, who was born
in 1849, in Sandwich West, daughter of Jerome
Dumouchel. A family of six: children has been
born to this union, namely: Ulysses, who died at
the age of twelve years; Estella, who is the wife
of William Peck, of Windsor; Wilfred, who died
at the age of six years; and Blanche, Medora and
Raymond, who are at home. The l\fajor and his
family are devotedly attached to St. Alphonsa 's
Church, at Windsor. ' They are prominent in the
city and one of the best-known families in the
County of Essex.
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WILLIAM WRIGHT {deceased) was for
many years one of the most successful business
men of Detroit, Michigan, being at the head of
the establishment now conducted under the name
. of the William Wright Company, designers,
decorators and art furniture manufacturers. lie
was a native of Cambridgeshire, England, born
in December, 1830, son of William Wright, of
England, a highly respected man who died in
Cambridgeshire.
Mr. Wright grew to manhood in the country
of his birth, where he early began the study of
decorating, and being possessed of perseverance
and good taste he became quite skilful in that
line before leaving England. In 1863, after his
marriage to Elizabeth Linsell, daughter of William and Ann Linsell, prominent people of England, he and l1is bride crossed the ocean to America, locating in Detroit, where be began business
in his line. lie started on a modest scale1 as a
house painter, decorator and marbleizer and
.
' of
contmued
to enlarge both the scale and scope
his operations until, at the time of his death he
was the leading designer, decorator and m~nu
facturer of art furniture in Michigan. In 1890
the William Wright Company was organized
with .Mr. Wright as president, and be continued

to serve as such until his death, in January,
1899. His widow still retains an interest in the
company. Mr. Wright was not an artist himself, but he had a genius for recognizing the fine
work of others, and a faculty for applying it in
his own business, which in time won him renown
over a large territory, and he received many of
the largest contracts for decorative work and art
furnishings in the United States and Canada,
giving employment to between 150 and 200 people. During 1892-93 Mr. Wright bad a branch
house in Windsor, Ont., but after two years' experience gave it up. As he became known and
patronized he grew possessed of more and more
of this world's goods, until he was numbered
among the wealthy men of Detroit, a portion of
his wealth being invested in realty in that city.
However, be resided upon his beautiful farm
of 250 acres on the Detroit River, in the township of Sandwich West, County of Essex, known
as Hazel Ridge, to which he bad removed in
1884. At that time it was but partly improved,
and all the improvements which now enhance the
value of the place were virtually made under his
care ; all the buildings were erected by him, and
give evidence of his care and taste, for both
buildings and grounds are beautifully arranged.
Perhaps the best specimens of his skill are to be
found in the home there, which is recognized as
one of the finest of its kind in this section. On
this beautiful estate l\fr. Wright led the life of a
gentleman farmer, raising fine horses, cattle,
poultry, etc., not for profit, but for the pleasure
it afforded him, and he not only raised the tone
of agricultural work in the locality in that way,
but also benefited the community in many respects, proving a true benefactor to Windsor
and Sandwich West in the use which he made
of his ample means.
Since Mr. Wright's death his widow has continued to reside upon and manage this fine
estate in a most intelligent manner, which reflects great credit upon her judgment and business ability. In her beautiful home, surrounded
on every side by evidences and remembrances of
the love and devotion of a good, conscientious,
Christian man, she is living peacefully, giving of
her abundance to help others, although the
greater number of her good deeds are not known
to the world. Mrs. Wright always took a deep
and abiding interest in the affairs of her husband, whether of a business or philanthropic
nature, and in her many benevolences is endeavoring to carry out the wishes of him .who made
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her life such a happy one, and tried to follow in
the footsteps of the 1\faster. :rvir. ·wright was
long connected with the Methodist Church, b
which he was quite an active worker, contributing liberally to all church enterprises. Mrs.
· ·wright's religious connection is with the Presbyterian Church.
In political matters Mr. \¥right was an ardent Republican, but while he always gave his
cordial support to all measures he deemed would
advance the material prosperity of the community, be was not an office seeker, desiring all things
for the general good, without any thought of
himself. His remains rest in Woodmere cemetery, in Detroit, where they were laid away
with Masonic honors, he having been a thirtysecond d egree Mason.
HARWOOD 0. FLEMING, the leading
druggist and pharmacist of Windsor, belongs to
one of the prominent and influential families of
this loca1ity.
His grandfather, Daniel Fleming, was born in
Scotland. He married Elizabeth Tayler, a na~
tive of England, and in 1824 they emigrated to
Ontario. They settled in County Halton, and
there both died, be in 1845, and she in 1876.
They left a. family of four children, namely :
Samuel, father of our subject; Mary A., wife of
Joseph 1\:Iartin, and mother of Joseph 1\Iartin,
Jr., one of British Columbia's most prominent
citizens; .M:rs. Col. Keller, of Kansas; and Elizabeth, Mrs. Upton Harwood, of Windsor.
Samuel Fleming was born in 1817, in Bradford, England, and was six years old when },e
accompanied his parents to Ontario. During the
early years of his maturity, he farmed on the old
homestead, but later came to the County of Essex, and after some time spent at the cabinetmaking business, retired to Windsor, where his
death took place in 1891. Politically he was a
Conservative. In religious faith he was a Presbyterian. Samuel Fleming married Sophia Harwood, born in the County of Halton, and to this
marriage the following children ·were born: Arthur H., formerly a lawyer at Detroit, later a
large lumber· dealer in Michigan, and now living retired at Pasadena1 Califort:lia; Oscar E., 1\
prominent business man and politician of Wind·
sor; Harwood 0. ; Clarence S., assistant cashier
of the D~e Savings Bank of Detroit, formerly
with the Ca:nadian Bank of Commerce; Donald
W., an 'a ccountant in Cameron & Curry's bank,
who died in 1881; Lilla, deceased, wife of Dr.
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I>almer, of Salem, :\Iichigan; Bertha, wife of A.
C. Stelwagen, an attorney at Detroit; Florence
V., wife of William E .. Scotten, president of the
Scotten Tobacco Company, of Detroit; Felixia~
wife of R. II. Holmes, a barrister of Toronto;
and Evelyn, wife of Albert Montreuil, sub-collector of customs at Walkerville, Ontario.
Harwood 0. Fleming, of this sketch, was
born in 1864, at 1\lilto:n, Ont., and was educated
in the local schools. At majority he entered into
the drug business, and in preparation for the
work, took a course at the College of Pharmacy
in Toronto, from which institution he was graduated in 1886. In 1887 he formed a partnership
with Mr. Laing of \Vindsor, which continued
for some years. In 1893, in association with his
brother, 0. E. Fleming, he erected the Fleming
block, at the corner of Chatham and Ouellette
streets, and in the fall of the same year he
opened one of the finest drug stores in Western
Ontario, locating it in the handsome new building. !\Ir. Fleming is both a retail and wholesale
d ealer, and is also a manufacturing chemist. He
owns a fine residence property at Sandwich,
which is part of the old Judge Chewett farm.
In 1896 1\fr. Fleming was married to Mis'l
Janet Campbell, daughter of George Campbell,
and two children have been born to this union,
one of whom is deceased; the survivor, Errol
Keith, was born in 1897. Both :Mr. Fleming and
wife are active members of the Presbyterian
·Church, of which he has been treasurer for
twelve years. Politically, Mr. Fleming is an Independent, favorin g the Conservative party in
local affairs. Fraternally he is a :Mason and an
Odd Fellow. lie has a high standing in busine.c;s
as well as social circles, and is one of the representative men of Windsor.
'YlLLIAM IIORTIX, who passed away.JoTy
7, 1904, was one of the oldest and most highly
esteemed citizens of \Yindsor. IIe descended
from English ancestry on both paternal and
maternal sides, his paternal grandfather being
a native of Gloucestershire, England, where he
engaged in farming and became notable as a
maker of fine cheeses. His son William, the
father of Mr. !fortin of \Vindsor, is the only
member of his family of whom we have record.
William Ilortin was born in 1784, in Gloucestershire also, and there spent his life, engaged in cheese-making with his father. His
marriage was to :Mary Standley, who was also
of English extraction, and thl'y had born to
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them the following children: J ane, Rachel, :lllary Lundy's Lane, and also at Queenston Heights.
Ann, J ames, ·william and Henry. The father After the close of the great stt·uggle he took his
discharge (he served nearly twenty-one years)
died in 1826.
William II01·tin was born .April 7, 1819. H~ and took up a grant of land in l\fersea township,
married Eliza :\Ieadows, also of English parent- where he engaged in farming and shoemaking,
age, and soon afterward they went to Australia, spending the remainder of his life upon this pro:\Ir. Ilortin engagiug in the clothing business perty.
in that far-away land for twenty years. Upon
l\Iajor 'fhomas M. Fox was reared to manhis return to England he engaged in farming, hood in 1\fersea township, and when fourteen
cultivating a farm of 374 acres for a time, but years of age he became apprenticed to the trade
as years pass<'d by he ngain decided to leave his of carriage building, and subsequently he also
native lnnd, and, with a view to settlement, vis- learned tl1e trade of carpentering, and followed
ited Xew York, in the United States. Not feel- that calling all his life. In 1867 he started a
ing attracted by the conditions he found there, sawmill, and manufactured all sorts of buildhe returned to England, but in 1871 he again ing material. In this connection be also does
crossed the ocean, visiting Ontal'io, and finally co.ntracting and building. From 1869 to 1890 be
decided to locate at \\'indsor, where he madP. operated a flouring mill in Wheatley, selling it
many investments which during his later years in the latter year. This was the first flour mill
occupied his attention to the exclusion of any in Wheatley, and although destroyed by fire in
oth!'r business. Although he passed his eighty- 1882, the enterprising owner immediately refifth birthday, Mr. IIortin was in appearance built it. In 1901 1\fajor Fox removed from the
nnd vigor many yenrs younger, and, with his County of Essex across the line into the County
exc!'llent memory and conversational gifts, h€ of Kent, although a resident of Wheatley for
was a rare entertainer. His rem iniscences of some thirty years. Since 1894, besides his foryears past in this locality were of n most inter - mer extensive operations, he has added lumber
esting character.
His estimable wife passed and real estate and insurance business, and since
away in 1883, the mother of children as follows: his removal to Wheatley has been a conveyWilliam, whO died during the voyage from Eng- ancer. IIis years have proved no detriment to
land to Australia, and was buried at sea; an· his activity, and he is remarkably well preother child that died in infancy and was burieu served both physically and mentally.
In 1863 Mr. Fox organized a company of
nt sea; Mary Ann, who died in Australia; William Dutton, of Toronto, who married Maria volunteers, of which he was commissioned capBessey, of England, and had one daughter . tain, and this company was afterward attached
.Annie, who is also marJ·ied and a resident of Tor- to the Essex Battalion, and in 1867, he received
onto; J nne, who married Ed ward Saul; and Pris- his commission as major. During the Fenian
cilla, residing in Windsor, who was the loving Raid in 1866, they were called out for service,
companion and devoted care-taker of her father. and were stationed in \Vindsor, Ont., from June
2d to· J uly 5th. He has taken an active interest
~Ir. IIortin was Liberal in his political views.
He was at ·one time a m<'mber of the W indc;or in public affairs; has served as a member of the
council for two years. lie was a member of th~ township council, and efficiently filled the office
English Society of F riends .
of reeve of the township for six years; in 1867
he was appointed a justice of the peace. Major
. !IIAJOR TIIOl\IAS nL FOX, a distinguished Fox also held the office of co.mmissioncr, and in
citizen of Wheatley, Romney township, County 1880 was appointed reeve of Romney township,
of Kent, Ont., and a man prominently identified County of Kent, and served for two years. H e
·with the growth of the county, senior member of has served as postmaster for a number of years,
the firm of T. l\1. Fox & Sons, lumber merchants, but since ho ha.s grown older he has gradually
real estate and insurance agents, commissioners declined public honors.
and conveyancers, was born in l\lersea township,
On Aug. 14, 1851, Major Fox was married, at
County of Essex, Nov, 2, 1829.
Detroit, Michigan, to Miss Phoebe White, who
Thomas Fox, grandfather of our subject, was was born in the township of :Mersea, ,County of
a native of England, and being a member. of the Essex, Nov. 19, 1829, daughter of James and
British artillery, came to America during the Phoebe White, natives of Scotland and England
war of 1812, and participated in the battle of respectively, but who were married in the Coun-
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ty of .Essex,. where they were pioneer farming
people. l\Iajor Fox and his wife had the following family: Rebecca, who married Gowin Hairsine, of l\Iersca, and has five children, Casper,
Carl, l\faud, I van and Sidney; Frederick, who
married first Kettie Copeland, second Edith
Dales, resides in l\Iersea township, and has two
children, Flot·ence and l\'ettie; Harriet maiTied
George Sunter; and James, Sarah,· Lewis and
Kellie are all deceased.
:\Iajor Fox is a very energetic, popular citizen, ever ready to assist in all matters pertaining to the advancement of his community. His
genial disposition and honest business methods
have won him a host of friends in both Essex
and Kent Counties.
CHARLES JOliN AXDERSON, president
of the Walkerville l\latch Co., and one of the
city's successful business men, comes from Swedish ancestry, his father, Johanas Anderson, having been born in Sweden in 1830. Johana<;
Anderson chose for his life occupation the manufacture of matches, and he is now living retired
from active business, in his natiYe land. He
married Louise Peterson, who was born in 1835,
and died in 1892, and they had the following
children: Gustave, who is deceased; Charles
John; Axel, deceased; Charlotte, l\Irs. Carleson,
of Sweden; Anna, deceased; and Frank, of the
Walkerville l\Iatch Co., who married H ilda
Anderson, a native of Sweden, by whom he has
two children.
Charles John Anderson was born in Sweden
Jan. 23, 1863, and from boyhood was engaged
. in the manufacture of matches, learning his
trade with his father. Until 1888 he remained
in his native land, in that year emigrating to
the l\'ew ·world, and after spending a short
time in Chicago he settled in Detroit, where he
had charge of the chemical department of the
.Diamond Match Company, and where he remained for seven years. In 1894, however, he
founded the Improved Match Company, of Detroit, of which he was vice-president for four
years, when · he sold his interest, and going to
Walkerville founded the Walkerville Match
Company, of which he is now president. Thi'l
company was incorporated in October, 1900,
and the establishment gives employment to 200
men. On :May 14, 1901, the entire plant wa~
destroyed by fire, but it was re-built in 1902.
From its inception this company has been very
successful, and 1\fr. Anderson is to be con-
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gratulated upon his ability, energy and thorough
knowledge of all the details of the business. In
1893 he went to Europe to purchase the machinery for the Improved Match Company of Detroit. In 1897 he made a second trip to Europtl,
this time taking his family, going both for
pleasure and business. He purchased on this
trip the machinery for the Walkerville l\Iatch
Company.
In 18911\fr. Anderson married Alice Metcalf,
daughter of T. H. Metcalf, of Paris, Ont., and
one son had been born of this union, 1\Iarceal.
:1\fr. Anderson is a very prominent Mason, and
has attained the thirty-second degree, being a
member of the Mystic Shrine and the Knights
Templars; he is also a member of the A.O.U.W.
In 1899, wlien he located in Walkerville, 1\fr.
Anderson erected · one of the finest houses on
Second street, and his home is the abode of
hospitality.
LEWIS WI GLE, mayor of Leamington,
County of Essex, was born at Kingsville, Ont.,
l\Iarch 10, 1845, a son of Solomon and Ann
(Iler) Wigle.
Solomon "Wigle, ex-member of the Provincial
Parliament, was born in Gosfield South, County
of Essex, Ont., 1\Iay 14, 1822, and 'vas a son
of John Wigle, who first came from Pennsylvania to Bois Blanc Island, but later settled on
the farm where Angus Wigle now resides. The
family settled in Gosfield South when they had
to follow Indian paths through the woods. J ohn
Wigle's wife used to take forty or fifty dozen
eggs in a basket on horseback to Fort Malden
(now Amherstburg) and trade them for the
necessities of life. '!'he grain was also transported on horseback. For the first four years after
the confederation, from 1867 to 1871, Solomon
Wigle represented the entire County of Essex
in the Onta.rio Legislature. He was reeve or
the township of Gos:field South for ten or twelve
years, and was one of the most representative
men of his day. Some six or eight years prior
to his death be removed to Kingsville, where he
held the office of township treasurer until the
time of his demise. In politics he was a Conservative. When he went to Toronto the government was a coalition one, but when the party
split and the opposition took the reins of government he became a Conservative. The death
of this trnly great man occurred in 1898, when
he was seventy-six years of age. He and his wife
had a family of seven children, of whom five
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are now surv1nng: Lewis; Gordon, of California ; Alfred, postmaster at Wfndsor; Ernest
S., an attorney of Windsor; and Angus, who is
on the home farm and general agent for the
Williams Piano Company of Toronto.
Lewis Wigle remained at home until he wa!
seventeen years of age, at which time he went
to L eamington, and was employed as clerk in a
mercantile establishment fol' some eighteen
months. He then returned home, and as his
father had a contract for carrying the mail from
Blenheim to Amherstburg, and from. Kingsville
to \-ViJJdsor, he drove a four-horse stage from
Kingsville to Windsor; he had driven the mail
coach when he was only fifteen years <>£ age, and
drove the first mail coach over this route. As
this was just at the time the Civil war in the
States broke out his commissions were many and
varied. Accumulating sufficient money, M:r.
Wigle returned to Leamington and attended
public school for a time, and then embarked in
a mercantile business, and continued to be identified with the establishment until his :retirement,
in 1891. During the years of his residence at
Leamington he acquired some valuable realty
near the city, on which he carried on farming for
a numbet· of years, and in addition to attending
to his other interests he has bought tobacco extensively for the Empire Tobacco Company, be·
ing one of the best known tobacco buyers of this
section. Mr. Wigle was instrumental in having
constructed the Leamington & St. Clair railroad,
and was president of the company until that
road was absorbed by the Michigan Central.
H e built and is the owner of the handsome Wigle
block, one of the best business blocks in the town
of Leamington.
In politics :f.Ir. Wigle is a stanch Conservative,
and when only t\'renty-two years of age he began to make his influence felt in politics, beginning to serve at that time as reeve of the
township. This office he held until he was
twenty-nine, when he was elected to the Ontaric
Legislature, and had the honor of being the
youngest member of that body. Between 1875
and 1882 he served two terms in the house, and
in 1882 was further honored by being elected
to the Dominion Legislature. He was the only
Conservative elected to either house from the
South Riding of the County of Essex. Since
the confederation he has served three consecutive terms, and he was nominated three times
more, and only defeated by thirty-four, fiftyfive and eighty-three votes, at the respective

elections, in a riding_ of 25,000 inhabitants. He
is the present nominee, for the eighth time, from
the South Riding of the County of Essex. I n
1902 Ur. Wigle was elected mayor of L eamington, and in 1903 and 1904 was re-elected by
acclamation.
In Nov., 1867, Mr. Wigle was married to
Miss Rebecca, daughter of Thomas Hairsine, of.
:M:ersea towr1sltip and five children were born to
this u.nJon: Everett, of Leamington, married
Maggie McLean; Edith is the wife of S. L. McKay, mayor of Kingsville, and has one daughter,
Marjorie; Russell, of Leamington, married
Gertrude Awkworth, and has one son,
Lewis W. ; :Mabel and Ella are at home. Mrs.
Wigle died in February, 1898, and l\Ir. Wigle
later married Mrs. Bertha (Smith) Wray, widow
of Dr. Wray, and daughter of Thaddeus Smith,
of Pelee Island, although Mrs. Wigle was born
in Kentucky. She was sent to her native State
to be educated, and was graduated from the
Lexington (Kentucky) Female Institute. Mrs.
Wigle is an active worker in the Church of E ng·
lan d, and :Mr. Wigle attends its services and
contributes liberally toward its support. Doth
Mr. and Mrs. Wigle are among the leading people of Leamington, and Mr. Wigle is recognized
as one of its most distinguished citizens.
JOHN A. H. CAMPBELL, a prominent
business man of Windsor, engaged in the lumber
trade, is descended !rom Highland Scotch ancestry on the paternal side, and from Irish stock
on the maternal side. His great-grandfather,
Dougal Campbell, was colonel of a · H ighland
regiment, and was killed on the field of Culloden,
in 1746. The grandfather, J ohn Catnpbell, was
born, and spent . his entire life, in the Highlands
of Scotland. Among his children was a son
Donald, who became the father of our subject.
Donald Campbell was born in Argyllshire,
Scotland, Feb. 10, 1790, and on April 10, 1827,
married Rebecca Motherwell, who was born in
Sligo, I reland, Nov. 6, 1805. She was a relative
of the P oet M:otherwell. Donald Campbell lived
for a time in New York State. He was the first
lumberman on the river Thames, in the County
of Kent, Ont., and while in Chatham on business
he contracted a cold from exposure sustained
while rescuing property from a flood, and. died
at the "Royal Exchange IIotel," Aug. 10, 1851.
His widow survived until F eb. 6, 1884.
John A. H. Campbell was born in New York
State, Aug. 4, 1839, and at the age of eighteen
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years came to Canada, where he first worked for
his brother George Campbell. In 1862 he went
into the lumber business on his own account in
the Wabash Valley, living at Peru, Indiana,
shipping walnut lumber to Quebec, he being the
first to engage in this line. There Mr. Campbell
resided until 1870, when he settled in Windsor,
still continuing his business with the United
States. In 1876 he built the Essex mill, located
where the Canadian Pacific Railway depot now
stands; and this mill continued in operation until
1880. :Mr. Campbell was also engaged with his
brother in the manufacture of staves, and has
been very successful in all his enterprises. In
1876, when the Maritime court of Ontario was
established, he was honored by appointment aa
deputy marshal and he held that office during
the existence of the court. At present Mr.
Campbell is a member of the board of education
of Windsor, which is the only one in the Dominion whose membership includes both Catholics
and Protestants.
In 1870 Mr. Campbell married Miss Florence
Benjamin, a native l)f New York, and the daughter of Vanrensselaer and Cordelia {Borland)
Benjamin. The grandfather of :Mrs. Campbell,
Thomas Benjamin, was a son of Jesse Benjamin;
these two served on the American side in the
Revolution and the war of 1812, respectively.
The following children have been born to :Mr.
and Mrs. Campbell: Malcolm George, a member
of the firm of Smith & Campbell, real estate
dealers at the "Soo," Michigan; John Angus,
manager for the Detroit Cigar Box Company;
Lorn Donald, bookkeeper for Lee & Cady, wholesale grocers of Detroit; Florence Anna, who is
at home; Wallace Ronald, with the Queen City
Oil Company, at Windsor; and Kenneth Charles,
with the Edison Illuminating Company, of Detroit. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell are members of
the Church of England. 1\Ir. Campbell is an
uncompromising Conservative, but does not take
an active part in local affairs. Few men stand
higher in the community than h e, and he is highly esteemed by all who know him.
J. F. SMYTH, who is prominently identified
with the commercial, business and political interests of Windsor, worthily represents an hono~able English and Welsh ancestry..
The first member of the family in Canada
was John Smyth, who was born in England,
and who distinguished himself in military life.
As a member of His Majesty's 91st Foot regi-
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ment, he was through the PeninsulaJ wars, and
fought valiantly at the battle of Waterloo, in
1815. In recognition of his services i~ the army
he received two medals and eleven clasps. After
his war service was over, he came to America,
and in 1838 settled at London, Ont., where he
established the "Waterloo Hotel," on the site
of which now stands: a row of wholesale houses,
called the Waterloo Block. He died in 1862,
and his wife in the following year. John Smyth
formed the first company of rifles in Windsor,
of which be was made captain. His two children
we::e: Alfre.J G., a retired Government officer at
Lon·:lon; and John B., father of our subject.
John B. Smyth was born Nov. 28, 1827, in
the County of Kent, England, and was but a
boy when his parents came to Ontario. He was
educated in London, and began a successful
business career in the capacity of clerk for Law·
renee Lawreson, of that place. Then was formed the partnership firm of A. G. & J. B. Smyth,
dealers in groceries, which continued until 1883,
from v•hich date until 1885 the business was
conducted by John B. Smyth, who then z:etired
from activity. For seventeen years he was a
member of the city council, was the first quartermaster of the 7th Fusiliers, and at present is a
justice of the peace, at London. He also has
been conspicuous in military life, and owns two
medals won for meritorious services-during the
Fenian raid and the Northwest rebellion. Politi.
cally he is a Liberal. Fraternally he is a thirtysecond degree Mason.
Mr. Smyth married l\Jiss Adelia Leonard,
daughter of the late lion. Elijah Leonard, and
to this marriage these children were born: Jen·
nie, wife of Albert Gillard; John L., probate
judge at Roscommon, Michigan, who married Miss
Marsh, and has children: Adelia, John B. and
Ellen; Harry C., who died Nov. 12, 1901; J. F.;
1\finnie, wife of Dr. J. S. Edwards, of Grand
Rapids, · :M ichigan; Delos W., a broker .at San
.Jose, California; Clara, wife of C. J. Wall, of
Windsor; Frank, a merchant in Indiana; and
Hattie, a resident of Windsor. The mother of
this most estimable family passed away May
28, 1873, on the forty-first anniversary of her
birth.
J. F. Smyth was born Dec. 22, 1857, at Lon·
don, Ont., and was educated in the public
schools of his native city. In 1874 he engaged
with Edward Adams, a merchant at London,
as a clerk, and remained with him more than fif.
teen years. In 1889 he remo,·ed to Windsor and
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purchased the interest of D. T. Smith in the
grocery house of Smith & Duck, remaining a
member of this firm for five years when he established the wholesale grocery house in this city,
known as J. F. Smyth & Company, ~ith which
he is still identified. Mr. Smyth bas been prominent also in political and pubilc life since locating at 'Yindsor. In 1901 he was elected a member of the cily council, and Jan. 2, 1902, he was
elected mayor of Windsor by the largest majority which was ever given any candidate, for any
office; in this city-an honor which Mr. Smyth
appreciates. Many things contributed to this
happy result, a leading factor being the popularity of a reliable business man of known integrity and public spirit . Fraternally he is connected with bnsiness, secret and social organizations. He is the first president of the London
Old Boys' .Association of Windsor, and he is the
paymaster of the 21st Regiment of Essex Fusiliers. lie belongs to and takes an active interest
in the I.O.O.F.
In 1880, Mayor Smyth was married to Elsie
Matheson, daughter of H. S. Matheson, of London, and they have a family of four children,
namely: Redley V.', John B., Elsie and J essie.
Mr. Smyth takes a deep interest in educational
and moral movements in his community. With
his family he belongs to the Presbyterian church
in tl1is city, and is a member o£ its official board.
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JOHN S. BRUNER, one of the leading citizens of Gosfield South, an extensive farmer and
fruit grower at Elm Bluff Fruit F arm, occupies
the old home of his father and grandfather; belonging as he does to one of the oldest and most
honorable families of this part .of County Essex.
H enry Bruner, the grandfather of J. S., was
born Oct. 30, 1785, and was a boy when the family settled at Cedar Creek. When he came of
legal age he drew. from the. Government Lot 8,
Concession 3, consisting of 200 acres, locating on
his new acquisition when John W. Wigle was
his only near neighbor. The land was heavily
wooded and proved very wet, requiring much
drainage, ·and wild animals were still a menace
to the farmer's stock. Soon after coming here,
wolves killed his only cow. H enry Bruner built
here a double log house which stood some twenty
rods to the northwest of our subject's present
home. Some forty years ago that house was re~
modeled, and it stood until some ten years ago,
when J .. S. Bruner tore it down to make way for

improvements. In that primitive home the
grandfather died and was, at the time, according to custom, interred on his own land, but some
fifteen years ago his remains, with those of his
wife, were removed to the Olinda cemetery. In
addition to clearing his land and cultivating it,
Henry Bruner officiated as a minister of the
Baptist Church, and much of his time was devoted to work pertaining to his spiritual calling. He was thrice married (first) to Elizabeth
Utch; (second) to widow Tron, and (third) to
Widow Moody.
Peter Bruner, father of J ohn S. Bruner, was
born Aug. 2, 1819, on the present farm, and he
assisted in much of its clearing, receiving as his
share of the property the south half of the lot .
He later acquired the · south half of Lot 7, adj oining. He continued to farm all his life until
within twelve years of his death, when he moved
to Leamington, living to see the whole property
under cultivation. In 1851 he built the stone
house, later building an addition to it, and this
stanch old residence was occupied by our subject for thirty-six years, until he removed to his
present modern residence.
Peter Bruner married Jane Upcott, daughter
of John and Maria Upcott, the former of whom
died Dec. 16, 1854, aged seventy-six years, eight
months, twenty-five days, and the latter died
March 1, 1848, aged sixty-one years, two months
and six days. The mother of our subject died
March 13, 1889, and was buried in the family
lot in the cemetery at Olinda. Politically Peter
Bruner was a Reformer. In church affairs he
was a Baptist, and he took a very prominent part
in the work of his church, giving liberally to its
various charities and missions. In material affairs he was a very successful man. The children of Peter Bruner and 'vife were : Maria
Annie married (first) Leonard J . Fox, and (second) Daniel Gorman of Leamington; Ozias died
when past eighteen years old; Philetus waa a
farmer in Nebraska, where be died Dec. 9, 1901 ;
he married Amelia Malott; Henry died aged
eighteen years ; John S. is mentioned below. .
John S. Bruner was born April 5, 1852, in
the old stone mansion so often referred to in
the various sketches of the members of his fam;
ily. After attaining manhood he came into possession of 100 acres on Lot 8, and his brother 100
acres in Lot 7. He subsequently bought his bro-.
ther's property and then owned the 200 acres of
his father's farm. It is a matter of record that
there has never been a cent of indebtedness
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placed against the 400 acres of land owned by
the sons of Peter Bruner.
•
In 1888 Mr. Bruner first became interested iu
the fruit industry, which he has since continued
to pursue, and has become one of the extensive
growers of the country. His apple orchard, cont aining seven acres, is wonderfully productive,
as is also his thirty-acre peach orchard, fine
peaches being his specialty. He also grows
plums, pears and other fruit. In addition to
carefully attending to this industry, with the assistance of his son Gurnsey, he carries on general farming, and also, during the past year,
raised some $2,000 worth of tobacco. The visitor
can see little to improve about !\Ir. Bruner's fine
grounds 'and surroundings, but he himself is not
yet satisfied, and each year finds more and better buildings, and still more attractive lawns and
gardens. !lis commodious three-story residence
would do ct:edit to a city, and it is vastly comfortable, being supplied with modern conveniences, furnace heat and running water. Mr.
Br.uner was one of the organizers of the Erie
Tobacco Company, and was ~ts manager during
its first two years of business. Politically he is
independent, and fraternally he is a Forester
and Odd Fellow, belonging to the lodges at Ruthven.
In 1872 Mr. Bruner was married to Catherine
E., youngest daughter of Charles Stewart, Sr.,
and to them were born these children: )fary
Luella, born Nov. 22, 1873, married Wellington
W. Wigle, a dentist in Detroit, and they have
children, John Dayton, born Aug. 18, 1898;
Lila, Oct. 5, 1900; Elizabeth, March 12, 1902;
and Beatrice, F eb. 20, 1903. Peter Charles, born
March 29, 1876, is a rising young dentist located
at Vancouver, B.C.; he married 1\Iary Bonham,
of Ridgetown, Ont., and they have one son, Pr<'ston. Gurnsey Carlisle, born March 3, 1878,
married Daisy Fox, and is engaged with his father in operating the home farm. Gladys :;\ellie, born Jan. 29, 1881, and Eva Blanche, born
June 8, 1884, are at home. l\lr. and :Mrs. Bruner
and two of their daughters belong to the Leamington Baptist Church.
l\1rs. Catherine E. (Stewart) Bruner was
born iq the township of l!ersea, Feb. 26, 18.36,
daughter of Charles (Jr.) and Mary (Whittle)
Stewart, natives of Pennsylvania and the County of Essex, respectively, granddaughter of
Charles Stewart, Sr., and great-granddaughter
of James Stewart.
· James Stewart, father of Charles Stewart,
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Sr., was IJorn in Scotland, and came to America
about 1775. lie came out as a soldier, belonging to the regiment known as the Black Watch,
the 42nd Highlanders. He was married in Virginia to Peggy Brown, a Scotchwoman, and they
afterward moved to Greene County, Pennsylnnia, where they raised a family, Charles Stewart, ·sr., being their youngest child.
Charles Stewart, Sr., was married in Pennsylvania to Jane F'indley, and they afterward
moved to Essex County, Ont., settling in Mersea
township. 'fhey raised a large family, of whom
Charles Stewart, Jr., was the second son.
Charles Stewart, Jr., married Mary Whittle,
a native of Essex County, who died Aug. 9,
18~.3, aged seventy-five.
Charles Stewart, Jr.,
died at the home of Mrs. Bruner, Sept. 9, 1893,
aged ninety-three. They were members of the
Baptist Church. To this union came the following children : J nne, deceased wife of John
Hetherington ; Elizabeth, deceased wife of Alexander Qnick; :Margaret, deceased wife of William JJong; Clarissa, deceased wife of Wells
::\Iorley; Charles, deceased, who married Victoria Wilkerson; 1\Iary, deceased wife of Jesse
Brown; Malimla, wife of George J effery, of :Mersea township; 'l'abitha, who died aged eleven
years; Olive, deceased, who married James McQueen; Eliza .Ann, wido'v of John Thompson, of
:Mersea township; Thomas, a farmer .of l\lersea
township, who married Martha Jeffery; James
who died when three years old; and Catherine E.,
Mrs. Bruner.
JOliN ASKE,Y. Among the distinguished
and honored r(>Sidcnts of Leamington is John
Askew who for many years has been prominently.
identified with the bt-st interests of this locality.
H e is a native of the County of Kent, born
Oct. 10, 1827, son of Thomas Askew, who came
from Yorkshire, England, in 1816. Soon after
Jlis arri~al he became a close friend of Col.
Talbot. Together with Peter Simpson and Robcrt Shanks he was employed doing farm work
:ncar Fingal, on the old Talbot homE'stead.
They drew from the government a grant of 200
ncres each, selecting adjoining farms, all heavily
timbered, in Tilbury East. In those early days
tll<'y were obliged to live in primitive log cabins
and seek for theit• food in the forests which
surrounded them. At times they worked fifty
rniles from their farm. In order to get provi.
sions they would canoe by way of Pclee P oint in
the summer season. The privations of those
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great, and the sufferings such as c.an
only be imagined by those of to-day. One instance will show what some of the pioneers
e!l(lured. The brother of Thomas Askew came
to the new land after Thomas, via Buffalo, then
a mere village, and while there fell sick; being
entirely without money he lay sick in a hospital,
dt>pendent upon strangers, so he sent a letter
to Thomas. 'l'his letter was three months iu
reaching its destination, and immediately upon
i~ receipt, although it was in the middle o(
winter, Thomas set off on foot to the relief of
his brother. After many adventures and privations he f ound himself near Buffalo, and though
it was dark he decided not to stop, but to push
on. Unfortunately he lost his way in the midst
of a dense forest. lie was surrounded by tht!
great trees, and felt the fatal sleepiness creeping
over him wbich ·he knew must be fought against.
Finally, as courage had almost left him, he came
across an Indian pony wandering about, and
climbing upon the faithful little animal was cat·ried to a lonely I ndian cabin, occupied by a
squaw. By signs he made her understand his
needs and the kindly old woman made him welcome, and gave him food and a warm place beside the fire. I n f ear he awaited the return of
the braves, but to his astonishment he discovered
that even Indians can comprehend and sympathize with trouble, and when he left, the next
morning, he was loaded down with food and· good
wishes, and placed on the n earest trail. Entering Buffalo later on in the day, he visited the
hospital to find his brother had left two weeks
before. Making inquiries, be found him, now
fully recovered, and they made the trip together
to the cla.im of Thomas.
In 1822 Thomas Askew married Mary W illan, daughter of Thomas Willan, who came from
England "in 1818, settling in Tilbury East, on
a farm adjoining the one occupied by Thomas
Askew, which was one of the ten lake lots just
below Port Alma. lie died in 1871, in his
eighty-second year. Ten children were born
to Thomas and 1\fary Askew, four of whom survive: William, of Gosfield South; John; Harriet, who married Thomas Coatsworth, of North
Talbot road, near BleJ?heim; and Anne, wh')
married .Tohn Simpso·n , of Romney. Mary, who
died in 1904, married Hezekiah Hughston, and
they resided near Kingsville, in the 4th Concession. Mrs. Askew died Aug.· 6, 1864, aged sixtytwo years. Like her husband she was an active
member of the Methodist Church. In politics

1
I

Mr. Askew was a Reformer, but never an officet>eeker.
John Askew remained at home until he was
sixteen years of age, when he left the parental
roof, and was employed for some time at several
occupations. He then served an apprenticeship
with H enry Chrysler (the first settler of Chatham) at the blacksmith's trade and later took
up millwriglhting. In 1852 he built a mill on
Yellow creek w~ich he operated until 1853,
when he sold it and located at Leamington, purchasing the old mill which stood on the present
site of Prosser 's livery barn. This mill was one
of two buildings which then represented the
town of Leamington, the other being a small
structure intended for a store. In 1866, 1\fr.
Askew having in the meanwhile disposed of this
propert y, the mill was burned. l;l.nd an interesting relic of the early days of the place destroyed_
Two years later M:r. Askew built his large flouring-mills, which are known for miles around,
and in 1884 be remodeled them, putting in a
complete modern roller system_ lie bought nud
brought into the country the first Hungarian
system rollers ever used here. In 1901 Mr.
Askew again remodeled the plant, which is one
of the best of its kind in Ontario, and noted for
the excellence of its product.
On March 20, 1850, Mr. Askew married Mi~
1\Iary A. Russell, a native of the County of Durham, England, daughter of Isaac Russell, who
came to Ontario in 1832, and who later became
reeve of Tilbury township, and one of its most
prominent men. Nine children were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Askew, five of whom survive : (1)
Cordelia E., married J ohn Minnis. (2) Amelia
M., married W. F. McKinzie, and they have
six children. (3) Nettie B. mnrrien .Henry Eede,
and bas two children. (4) Actavia married PhiPhillips. (5) T. S. I. Newton, who has charge
of the mills, is a very efficient and successful
business man , aud has also lJeen active in the
public life of the town. He was in the town
council five years, and was reeve one year, being
the youngest reeve ever in the town council. He
married Carr ie 1\icSween, and t hey have two
children, Angus and Charlotte.
Mr. Askew is a Reformer in politics, and for
a few years was a member of the township council, giving the body the benefit of his experience
and keen judgment. He was also r eeve, and for
many years h e has been license commissioner of
Leamington. Few men have taken a more active
part in local and county affairs than be, or man-
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aged the various trusts entrusted to him more
conscientiously or intelligently. Through his
efforts, numerous improvements have been effected; the settlement of two buildings has ad vanceu
until it is now a prosperous place, the home of
many industries, and the center of a varied line
of interests. Although Mr. Askew is somewhat
advanced in years, his grasp on affairs is as firm
a~ ever, his judgment is as unerring, and his int erest never falters. Whenever there is any
"·eighty matter to decide, either in his own business or in town affairs, his advice is sought, and
never in vain. It is such men as be, sprung
f rom the sturdy pioneer stock, which make \Vestern Ontario what it is to-day, and cause other
p ot'tions of the Dominion less favored to look
u pon its prosperity and institutions with some·
thing very nearly approaching envy.
D. A. ::\I.AXWELL, A. B., LL.D., Ph.D.,
inspector of schools for South Essex, Windsor
and Walkerville, is a native of the County of
1\Iiddlesex, Ont., where he was born in 1846.
Originally the l\Iaxwell family was Scotch,
but under the religious troubles of the reign of
King Charles, .they migrated to the North of
Ireland, and there the grandfather of our sub·
j ect, Alexander Maxwell was born in 1752. While
residing in Ireland he married Ann H oseley, also
a native of Ireland, and in 1837 they emigrated
to Canada, locating in Uontreal, but later re.
moved to the County of Middlesex, Ont., where
be died in 1859, and his widow passed away at
Chatham in 1872. Their children were : Thomas,
Hugh, David, Ann, Jane, Eliza and Sarah, the
last named now Mrs. Quirk, of Chatham, being
the only survivor.
David :Maxwell was born in Ireland, and after coming to Ontario, settled in the County of
Middlesex, where he farmed until his death. His
wife, Margaret, bore him one child, our subject.
Dr. D. A. Maxwell was educated in the public schools of the County of Middlesex, the nor·
mal school of Toronto, and a business college.
and has always been a student, his active mind
probing into deep and scientific subjects. lie
received from Victoria University upon work
done privately, the degrees of A.B., LL.D., and
in the same manner secured the degree of Ph.D.
from the Illinois State University. "When only
eighteen years of age he began teaching, and
has devoted his life to educational work. His
first school was in Kenwood, and he taught for
some timA in the several schools of the County
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of Kent, becoming head of the public schools oi
Wallaceburg, and still later at Cornwall, and
·was also identified with the high schools of Chatham and the high schools of Strathroy. In 1878
Dr. ~faxwell settled in the County of Essex and
assumed the duties pertaining to the position of
inspector of schools for South Essex, with headquarters at Amherstburg. In 1891 the Windsor
schools were placed under his supervision, and
the following year the schools of Walkerville
were added to the number. The report for the
year ending 1901 showed that he had 163 teachers, and 8,000 pupils under his charge-a most
r esponsible and important position. Few men
are as well fitted for such work as Dr. Maxwell,
he haying himself ~aught in all the various
departments of public schools, and he is also well
versed in literary and pedagogical lines.
I n 1876 Dr. Max,vell was married to Miss
Catherine Luckham, a daughter of William
Luckham. Prior to her marriage she was a
popular teacher, and possesses a superior order
of literary ability. Dr. and Mrs. Maxwell are
consistent members of the Methodist Church,
and enjoy in the highest degree the respect and
confi4ence of a wide circle of warm friends.
CAPT. JA:\IES R. I NNES. Probably no
two families are better known in marine circles
around Detroit and Windsor, than those represented by Capt. J. R. Innes and his most estimable wife, Mrs. Louisa (Horn) Innes.
Capt. Innes is of Scotch ancestry, his grandfather, Robert Innes, having been born in the
Scottish Highlands. He married a :Miss Donovan, and they came to the Dominion, settling at
Amherstburg, County of Essex, O~t. There
Robert Innes engaged in a mercantile business
for many years, became prominent and respected,
and there both he and his wife ended their days,
t heir tombs being in the old English cemetery
at this place. They had two children, the son
Robert (2) becoming the father of Capt. Innes.
Robert Innes (2), son of Robert, was born
in 1812, in Detroit, during the stormy time when
that city was held by the British troops during
t!1e \Yar of 1812. He was liberally educated,
and was prepared for the law, although he never
followed the proftssion, his inclination being in
the direction of agriculture.
His death took
place in 1848, at Chatham. He married Mary
Cox, born in 1799, at Montreal, of Irish extraction, who died in Amherstburg, County of Essex,
at the age of ninety-seven years. The children
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of this marriage were the following : Robert,
Stephen, William and J ohn, all deceased ; Capt.
James R.; :Mrs. John Bratt; Mrs. McConnell;
Mrs. Burk; and 1\frs. John Clark, of Ypsilanti,
-1\Iichigan.
Capt. James R. Innes was born May 1, 1844,
at Chatham, Ont., and wa:s still a lad when his
parents removed therefrom to Detroit, in which
city he obtained an excellent common school
education. His inclinations led him to favor a
seafaring life, and he was but fifteen when he
first served on the water, which has exerted a
fascination he has never overcome, being now
thoroughly identified with the lake marine service. 'fhe first trip that the young seaman took
was on board the stone scow, ''The Frank
Pierce, '' going then as cook to the tug ''Pratt,''.
arid during this service he learned enough con·
cerning life on the water to gain him a position
before the mast on a vessel plying between Detroit and Chicago. On leaving that position he
entered into the service of the Detroit & Windsor and the Great Western ferries. '£here Capt. ·
Innes remained until he was offered the position of mate on the tug "Arrow," which he
accepted, later becoming mate on another boat,
returning then to the ferry as pilot. H is sailing
experience increased as t ime went on, and he
had charge of a number of vessels, among these
being "The Detroit" and "The Hope." About
1863 this well-seasoned sailor took the position
of mate on the steamer "Stone River," on the
Tennessee River, in the quartermaster 's department, and efficiently filled the position for two
y~ars. He then returned to the 'Vindsor ferry,
remaining until 1871, when he became mate on
"The Transf~r," a boat belonging to the Canada
Southern Railroad, and there . he remained f or
one year, at the end of that time taking service
on the wrecking tug "Prince Alfred," remaining for three years. From this service Capt.
Innes entered the employ of the Canada Southern Railroad ferry as Master, and in 1882, when
the Michigan Central Railroad came into pos·
session of the former, he was given the responsible p·osition of superintendent of the Windsor
ferries, · a situation he has ably filled for many
years. His long and arduous service bas 'von
him the highest marks of esteem, and there are
few marine men in all this locality so popular
or valued.
Capt. I nnes is a member of the Ship Masters '
Association and a very efficient and active one.
In politics be is independent. Although his

life has been one of almost constant travel, the
greater part of it bas been in the line of duty.
In 1901 he permitted himself to take a journey
of pleasure ; it was enjoyable in the extreme and
he returned refreshed in mind and body. Leaving his home amid the snows of J an. 29, 1901,
he traveled as far south as Mexico, where two
sons r eside, and in that genial climate passed
several enjoyable months.
In 1866 Capt. I nnes was united in marriage
with Miss Louisa Horn, born in 18-!8, at Bristol,
England, (and now deceased ), daughter of Capt.
John and Sarah (Pottinger) Horn, the former
of whom was born in Devonshire, England, in
1823, where he married, in November, 1842. In
1853, Capt. and )frs. Horn came to Detroit, and
there he died in October, 1897, his wife surviving until July, 1898. Capt. Horn built and owned some of the first ferry boats plying between
Detroit and Windsor, and their names, "The
Excelsior" and "The Garland," are easily recalled by the older residents. 'l'he father of
Capt. Horn was a minister of the Church of
England. Capt. H orn was a member of tho
Royal Arcanum and also of the Knights of
Labor. To Capt. John and Sarah Horn were
born seventeen children, eight of whom grew to
maturity, namely: Capt. John, Jr.; Louisa, Mrs.
Innes; Mrs. A. R. Schulenburg; Mrs. Capt.
'l'homas McGowan, of Detroit; Capt. George, of
the steamer ·"Excelsior" ; William Albert, of
"The \Vabash"; Edward H en ry; and Charles
Fred.
The children of Capt. and 1\frs. Innes were:
Louisa Gertrude, who married Fred Cooper, of
Walkerville, and has one daughter, Gladys;
H enry L., who married Carol Read of Sandwich,
and died :\lay 30, 1903, leaving two children,
Charlotte and Read; Walter James, deceased,
resided in 1\fexico; Ivy B., wife of Charles Pulfer; at Walkerville; and Lottie, at home. The
family is widely known not only in marine circles, but in the social life of both Windsor aod
Detroit. Capt. Innes, with his genial personality,
is a welcome guest anywhere, and he has a very
wide circle of firm friends.
BUCHANAN. 'l'he Buchanan family is of
Irish origin, and was planted in Ontario in the
first half of the nineteenth century. In .county
Donegal, Ireland, lived William Buchanan, in the
beautiful parish of Columbkill. On his land, according to tradition was the famous St. Columbkill Well, whither to this day thousands of pil-
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grims flock every year to partake of its healing
waters. 'Villiam Buchanan was a school teacher,
so enthusiastic over his profession that he followed it all his life, although he also cultivated
a small farm. In his faith he was a deYout member of the Church of England.
John Buchanan, son of 'Villiam, was born in
tho same parish. lie received a good common
school education under the tutorship of his father, and at the same time obtained a practical
knowledge of agriculture. At the age of eighteen he left home to better his condition in the
New 'Vorld. I<;mbarking on a sailing vessel,
after an eight weeks' voyage be arrived at Quebec, and at once made his way west to Ontario,
locating first at Chatham, in the County of Kent,
where he obtained employment in a tannct·y
o'vned by a l\fr. Smith. After learning the tt·ade
he continued to work there a few years, but
when be had saved enough money he bought 100
acres of land on McGregor's Creek, in Harwich
township, and began farming. Building a small
log cabin to live in, he succeeded in clearing his
farm, added various buildings and other im·
provements, and in 1855 sold the whole place.
For over a year Mr. Buchanan tried living in
Lapeer County, Michigan, but gave it up and
returned to Ontario, where be bought from a Mr.
Foster a tract of 100 acres in 'filbury West,
County of Essex. Undeterred by his priYatious
and hardships of pioneer life, which he bad already experienced in Kent, he entered upon a
similar life in his new location. With the help
of his sons he cleared up his land, situated on the
Middle Road, South, made many improvements,
and engaged in agriculture there very success·
fully for the rest o( his life. lie was known all
over the township as a bard-working man, whose
chief pleasure was in his home.
In 1832 Mr. Buchanan married l\Iiss Sarah
LaRue, born in Kew York State, of parents who
were natives of France, and who were Huguenots
in their faith. Mrs. Buchanan is still li,·in~.
now over eighty-eight years of age, but still active and industrious. She was devoted to her
husband anJ home, and her greatest pride was in
her eleven children, namely: William, who was
drowned at the age of si't; James, who died
young; Mary, the widow of Ernest Heiser, now
residing in Tilbury West; Amr.nda, the wife of
Reuben Smith, both deceased'; James ( 2), ldlled
at a barn raising when twenty-three years old;
Augustus, a farmer and land owner of Manitoba ; Lydia, wife of Edward Jackson, a farmer of
11
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'l'ilbury West; J ohn Alexander; Thorn:~~, li\'ing
on the homestead; Geor~rc, who manages the
paternal farm; William (2), who died at the age
of thirty-four, while in l<'rt-sno County, California, for his health. John Buchanan was always of au unusually strong and robust phy-.
sique, and seemed likely to live to an extreme old
age, but his death occurred when he was sevent.r·two, the result o{ a cancer in his jaw. His
remains rest in l::it. George 's cemetery, in Tilbury
\\'<.>st. In politics he was a stanch supporter of
the Conservative party, but ever refused to accept office, except as a member of the school
board. lie was most warmly interested in all
school matters, was an ardent supporter of the
free school system, and he served as a trustee for
the district schools. BelievinE! strongly in the
necessity for education, he made every effort in
his power to gi ''e his childrcu a good one. In
his early days he belouged to the Church of
England, but later attended the Methodist
Church at Uombcr, as did also his wife. lie was
n me111b<.>r of the Loyal Ot·an(!e .-\ssociation in
Ireland, but never affiliated with the order after
comin~ to Canada.
.TonN Au:x.\NOEn BucH.\N.\N, son of the immigrant John, and senior member of the firm of
Buchanan & Goatbc, mannfacturers of building material, member of the city council, and
one of the best known citizens of Tilbury \\'est,
was born in Harwich township, County of Kent,
in a log cabin on McGregor Cr·eek, Jan. 15, 1850.
He was six years old when his parents removed
to Tilbury West township. Although he attended
the public schools, the system was then in its
infancy, and the schooling h<' received was so
limited that he is really self-educated.
lie
worked with ltis father until he was sixteen years
of age, but the prospects then for farmers' sons
was far from bright, and he looked to the United States as offering a more promising field.
Starting out with practically no money, and with
nll his wot·ldly possessions tied up in a handkerchief, he succeeded in making his way to Illinois, where be worked as a farm laborer for $25
per month. In two years he had saved a little
money, and returned and located in Tilbury
West. He bought a tract of 100 acres for $500,
but could make a payment of but $25, going in
debt for the rest. lie cut off the timber, sold it
for railroad ties, and after three years' hard
work, paid off his debt, and sold the place for
$1,000. lie continued to buy up timber land
until 1879, when he rented the place which is
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now his home, and was there occupied in farming for three years.
In 1882 Mr. Buchanan started in life as a
merchant in Comber, also dealing in grain and
lumber. He continued as a merchant for twelve
years with markeu success.
He bought and
shipped grain to all parts of the Dominion, and
was all>o extensively engaged in the lumber business, buying railroad ties, etc., and disposing of
them to the Michigan Central Railroad. In 1895
he retired from active business and lived quietly
on his farm until1902, when he formed a partnership with Mr. Goatbe, for the manufacture
of sashes, doors and other building materials, and
from the beginning the firm has done a most
tlouril>hing business. Besides his nlany business
interests, Mr. Buchanan is one .of the largest
land owners in the township, as he possesses over
200 acres of well cultivated land. On his farm
he has built a fine brick house with all mod.ern
improvements, from an architectural standpoint
one of the finest homes in the county, and reared
at an expense of over $5,000.
The grounds
around it are very tastefuUy laid out, and to a
large extent bespeak the taste and oversight of
:\Irs. Buchanan.
'
Mr. Buchanan was married June 25, 1878, .to
::\IiRS Susanna Jackson, of Tilbury West. She is
a lady of great refinement, of a good ed11cation,
and with highly artistic tastes. She and her hus·
hand have traveled extensively, both in Canada
and the United States, and have been even to
the Far West and California. They have no
children. While h~ is greatly interested in all
public questions, Mr. Buchanan is p erhaps more
particularly concerned with educational matters. He regards the school as the proper place
for instilljng into the minds of the young patriotic love ior their country, as well as practical
education, and considers them the only means
of building up a united people and nation, hence
he is found among the enthusiastic supporters of
the free school. In his politics he is an ardent
Conservative, and is keenly interested in the success of his party. He is a. member of the 'Conservative Association of Tilbury West, and in
1892 was nominated as a candidate for the Provincial Parliament against the Hon. W. D. Balfour, but in spite of his gallant fight was defeated. lie served his township as reeve three
years, which entitled him to a seat in the county
council, and in 1896 he was elected county coun.
cillor. Mr. Buchanan is a member of the A.F.
& A.M. of Comber, being a Royal Arch Mason;

he belongs to the Loyal Orange Association, and
has been master of the lodge at Comber; and he
is also an active member of the I.O.O.F. In his
religious views he is a member of the Methodist
Church at Comber, as is also his wife, and he has
filled the office of recording steward, while th6
Sunday School is likewise the scene of his activities, as he has taught a class for several years.
In every way he is a representative citizen of the
best type, and is honored as widely as he is
known.
GEORGE BuCHANAN, farmer and stock raiser
of the township of Tilbury West, son of John
•and brother of John Alexander Buchanan, is one
of the progressive and favorably known citizens
of his neighborhood. He is a native of the County of Kent, born in Har,vich township, Feb. 18,
1854. He removed with his parents to the County of Essex, and grew up on the home place, during his boyhood attending the district school of
the township. He · continued to work with his
father on the home place until the latter's death,
after which he became engaged in the timber and
stave business with his brothers, · ·william and
Thomas, carrying on that line for some time. He
then settled down to farming on the homestead,
a tract of 200 acres, and be has made numerous
improvements and changes on the place since it
came under his management. He is extensively
engaged in stock raising in addition to the work
of general farming, and his progressive ideas, no
less than his thrifty habits, have brought him
success in every line, and have won him rank
among the enterprising men of his section. However, he has not tried to make anything take the
place of hard, honest work, and he is accordingly
resp~cted and well liked wherever he is kno,vn.
Outside of his business Mr. Buchanan is, perhaps, most interested ·in ·the question of public
education in his · community, and he takes a
strong and effective interest in · the workings of
the public school system in his township. He
was one of the organizers of the high school in
Comber, was a member of the building committee during the erection of that school, and
has ·also served three times as trustee, which
office he still fills. While engaged as a lumberman at Staples, the union school between the
townships of Rochester · and Tilbury West was
formed, known as Union School No. 12, and
Mr. Buchanan and his brothers, William and
Thomas, were its chief promoters, and Mr.
George Buchanan served on the building com- ·
mittee and on the first board of trustees. How-
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ever, he has never sought public position of any
kind, although he takes a lively interest in the
workings of his party, the Conservative. Fraternally l\fr. Buchanan affiliates with the
A . 0. U. W., at Comber, and with the Loyal
Orange Association No. 1198, also of that place,
of which latter he has served as master, being
quite active in the association. ·He is a zealous
church worker, uniting with the Methodist
Church at Comber, of which he is trustee and
a Sunday-school teacher. All in all, he is heariily in accord with every movement for the
. good of his community, a fact which is recognized by all who have come in contact with him.
On Nov. 24, 1884, Mr. Buchanan married
Miss Mary Dell Wilson, who was born in Ro~hester township, County of Essex, April 22,
1864, daughter of Alfred and Mary (Dwyer)
Wilson, natives of England and Ireland, respectively, and well-kno,vn residents of Comber. Mrs. Buchanan, like her husband, holds
membership in the Methodist Church, and she
is a worthy Christian woman, devoted to all
the duties of her home and church circles. The
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan
were as follows: Mary Ethel, now teaching school; John Alexander, who is now studying civil engineering and mining; Beulah Dell,
attending high school; Alfred and George Rush,
who both died young; and Margaret Miriam,
William 'l'homas, Francis Edward and Addie
Winnifred, at home.
DAVID ALEXANDER GORDON, director,
manager and one of the largest stock owners of
the Sydenham Glass Works, and president and
largest stockholder of the Beet Sugar Company,
both of Wallaceburg, County of Kent, Out., is a
worthy representative of one of the sturdy
pioneer families of that county.
The Gordon family is of English and Scottish
extraction. John Gordon, the great-grandfather
of David Alexander, was born about 1744, in
England, of Scottish parentage, and his father
was an officer in the English army. He grew
to manhood in England, thence went to India,
and af ter some time spent in that country re.
turned to England, in 1773 coming to America.
He located in Pennsylvania,· but being loyal to
his native country the outbreak of the Revolution made it advisable for him to seek a home
elsewhere, and he accordingly located in .Amherstburg, County of Essex, Ont. About 1790
he moved to Howard! township, County of Kent,
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and settled at Thamesville, where he followed
farming until his death, in 1834. After hi!;
location in Canada John Gordon married a Miss
Kuntz, of German extraction, and to this union
were born the following named children : John
and Aaron, who both died from colds contracted
at the battle of Lundy's Lane, where both they
· and their father were serving in the English
army; Michael; Mrs. Shippy; Mrs. Hewitt; and
Mrs. Cornwall.
Michael Gordon, son of John, served in the
British army in the War of 1812. After the
· close of the war he settled down to farming in
Howard township, .County of Kent, and later
he spent some time near Dawn Mills, whence
in 1842 he came to Wallaceburg, where he died
in 1855. He married Juda Marsh, daughter of
William Marsh, and she died at W allaceburg, in
1848, . the mother of th..e following children t
Sarah, deceased, who (first) married Alexander
McGregor, and (second) Daniel McDonald ;
Aaron; David William, a member of Parliament,
who died in British Columbia in 1891; M:aria,
deceased wife of David Sutherland; Alexander,
proprietor of the Michigan Cigar Factory o£
Detroit; John, of Blenheim ; :Michael, of Wisconsin ; and J uda, deceased.
Aaron· Gordon, son of Michael, was born Jan.
21, 1830, in Howard township, County of Kent,
and was only twelve years old when the family
moved to Wallaceburg. Upon reaching man's
estate he engaged : in lumbering and farming,
which business he followed during the greater
part of his active life. He died in April, 1902.
l\fr. Gordon was always intrusted with public
affairs, and for three years served in the cormcil
of Wallaceburg. From 1857 to 1892 he was a
member of the school board, and in many yeari
showed himself ever the friend of education and
progress. Politically he was a Liberal, while
religiously he was a member of the Methodist
Church. In 1857 Aaron Gordon married Mrs..
Jane (Steinhoff) Craig, by whom he had th£
following children : David Alexander; John E. ;
and Henry L., Eldora Jane and J. Andrew, the
last three deceased. The mother died in 1866,
and in 1900 Mr. Gordon married Mrs. JohnJohnson. No children came to the second ........
marriage.
David Alexander Gordon was born in Wallaceburg in January, 1858, and has passed his
life in his native town, highly respected by
those who know him best. He began busines~
life as a manufacturer of staves. In 1883 he
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l\lld James \Y. Steinhoff formed a pat·tnership timber and bush, and erecting necessary buildfor the manufacture of cooperage stock, at \Val- ings. ·1'he tirst home was a log house, located
laceburg, and )fr. Gordon is still connected with just east of our subject's present handsome
this business, being president of the Wallace- brick house. Jacob Conklin married and bad
burg Cooperage Co. Iu 1896 the Sydenham three children: l\Iatthew, 'l'homas (father of
Glass \Yorks were founded, of which concert' our subject) and Betsy Ann.
'l'homas Conklin, the fathet· of David, was
:i\Ir. Steinholl' became president, and in 1897
Mr. Gordon became managing director. 'l'hi~ born in Gosfield, April 25, 1819. He began life
for himself on a farm near Ruthven, later comis one of the important enterprises of the town
and has enjoyed a constantly increasing business ing to the homestead, where he resided at the
from the start. ::\fr. Gordon is president and time of his death, wh1ch occurred l~eb. 23, 1863,
general manager of the Beet Sugar Co., whose when he was forty-four years of age.
On Dec. 29, 1840, 'l' homas Conklin was marlarge plant was located at \Vallaceburg through
his efforts. In any movement that tends to ad- . ried in the township of Gosfield South, to Susanvance the commercial prosperity of his town he nah Wigle, born Sept. 13, 1819, ninth child of
may be found taking an effectively active part. Wendel and Isabell (Scratch) Wigle (the family
)[r. Gordon has taken an interest in municipal name of Scratch was originally spelled Krats);
affnirs, has sct·ved as a member of the council she died Sept. 4, 1880. 'l'o Thomas Conklin
aud was mayor of Wallaceburg in 1899,. 1900 and wife wet·e born the following children:
(1) Isabella, born Jan. 26, 1842, married Arand 1901.
On April 22, 1884, ~Ir. Gordon was united in thur Cooper, and died Nov. 8, 1863, leaving no
marriage with :Miss Rose Fox, of Bay City, children. (2) l\Iary Jane, born April 25, 1843,
)lichigan, and of their children the eldest, Ruby, died Sept. 9, 1858. (J) Elizabeth, born Nov.
was graduated in 1902 from Ilavergal College, 27, 18-15, died I•'eb. 12, 1867. (4) J ulia, born
Toronto, and secured first honors at the vocal Sept. 4, .1847, married George Gilboc, of Ponexaminations held at the Toronto Conservatory tiac, ~fichigan, and has the following children,
1\Iina, Belle, Dictta, Winona, Korine, Walter and
of Uusic for three consecutive years, in the Jun
ior, Intermediate and Senior examinations; sh<' David. L5) Wilhelmina, born July 24, 1849,
is a natural musician and is devoting her time married Horace \Vigle, and has three children,
to perfecting herself in the art. The other chil- :\Tilford, Lillian and 1\Iaud. (6) William Ardren are Robert Elmer, Donald Dean, Olen thur, born Sept. 15, 1851, of Kingsville, married
Victor, Arthur St. Clair, Dudley Alexander. Alice Wilkinson, and has three children, Annie
Amelia, Robet·t and Eva. (7) David was born
J ohn Aaron, and Rowley Archibald.
In religious faith 1\Ir. and Mrs. Gordon arc Nov. -1, 1853, and married Mina E. Fox, Feb. 24,
members of the Church of England. Politically 1875, and has one son, William '1'. (8) J ane
he is a Libet·al, and fraternally a member of the . Olivia, born l\fay 7, 1859, died Sept. 18, 1859.
David Conklin :was born on the place where
~Iasons and Odd Fellows.
he now. resides, and as a boy he attended the
DAVID CONKLIX, proprietor of a bond home schools. At au early age he hired out
sawmill, a wood yard, and a sash and doot· fac- for farm work, and his pay was four dollars
tory, is one of Kingsvul<i's leading men, and a month and his board. He next entered the
a descendant of one of the early settlers of Gos- employ of his uncle, Simon Wigle, a lumberman,
tield South.
and for tne following eighteen years he was in his
Jacob Conklin, his grandfather, as a young employ in a very extensive square timber busiman came to the township oi Gosfield South, ness. 1\fr. Conklin traveled in the counties of
nnd settled on a farm north of Ruthven. In Essex and Kent, and also in Michigan, and at ·
time he sold this property and bought a lot in the early age of eighteen years, he became a
the 3d Concession, ~o. 304, which he sold to foreman. I n 1880 he purchased the sawmill
Edward Barnett, and now occupied by him. He business, located on the corner of Division street
then bought a farm in the 1st Concession, a and the 4th Concesion line, of J. H. Swart, and
part of which is in the Town of Kingsville, Ont., since that time he has operated the mill, adding
and this farm he occupied until his death, April planing mill and a sash and door factory, and
13, 1860. He made all the first improvements in connection he has, also, a wood yard. The
llpon this land, such· as the clearing off of the past spring he bought the glass factory build-
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ings, in the town of Kingsville, on the corner
of Lansdowne avenue and Lake Erie & Detroit
River Railroad, and removed his planing department to Kingsville, adding to it a box factory, and he now has a fully equipped establishment. This branch of the business is
superintended by William T. Conklin, son of
our subject, a very able young man, .Mr. Conklin himself, devoting the greater portion 'of his
time to the sawmill, wood yard and farming
lands. He has purchased 600 acres of timbered
lands in the township, and has enough timber
on these tracts, including what he buys from the
surrounding country, to keep his mill busy for
several years. I n addition to these purchases,
Mr. Conklin has some 200 acres of excellent
farming land, and fifty-two acres of the old
home place, all of which he has greatly improved, and upon which, in 1891, he erected
a fine brick resid·ence. His son's cottage is just
across the street. In his various industries, Mr.
Conklin gives employment to some forty men.
I n addition to other property, Mr. Conklin owns
one of the finest business blocks in the village
of Kingsville, with a frontage of seventy-one
feet, and located on the west corner of Main
and Division streets, and another equally valuable business block, on the east corner of Main
and Division streets, occupied in ·' part by the
Molson Bank. He also owns a one-third interest
in the Kingsville . Electric Light Company.
In politics Mr. (Jonklin is a Conservative,
. but has no time to devote to political matters.
Both he and his family are active members
of the Methodist Church, in which he was an
usher for fourteen years and has been trustee
for the past eighteen years. To David Conklin
and wife came one son, William T., born
Jan. 9, 1876; and he was educated in
Kingsville Public School, and Detroit Business College.
He married Loretta Thornton, of Essex, and they have a bright 1:1.
tle daughter, :Mina Lucile. As before stated
Mr. William 'r. Conklin has charge of tJ:~
Kingsville milling business, and is one of the
live, ambitious young men of the town, and one
who enjoys the confidence of its people. Our
subject is a man, who bas acquired a fortune
by his own unaided efforts, ·and the success
which has attended him is well merited.
. WILLIAM A. HANRAHAN, of Windsor,
Ont., belongs to an old and respected family
which had its origin in Ireland.
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Edward H~n~ahan, his I paternal . grand.
father, was born m the Emerald Isle m l790, ·
and there passed his life in the occupation of
milling. He had three sons: Michael, John and
Edward, of whom the first named died in Windsor in the year 1875.
Edward Hanrahan, father of the Windsor
Hanraha ns, was born in I reland in 1818, and
there married Margaret Manning. Coming to
Canada in 1849, he located first at Amherstburg,
and later removed to \Vind~or, where he was
employed in the service of the Great Western
Railway. He then engaged in the grocery business until 1874, when he became proprietor of
the present ''Hanrahan Hotel,'' on Glengarry
A venue, and he was thus engaged at the time of
his death, which occurred in 1884. His beloved
wife died two years previously. Politically Mr
Hanrahan was a Conservative, and was always
deeply interested in his party's success. Both
he and his wife were devoted members of the
Roman Catholic Church. He was a man who
had many friends, being genial, kind and benevolent, and was most generous in the cause of
religion. He did much in the founding and support of St. Alphonsus Church. His family
consisted of these children: John, who died in
1879; Patrick, of H is Majesty's Customs, who, .
in 1875, was married to Miss Rose Maisonville,
of Walkerville; Catherine, wife of J . A; Kilroy,
of California, who was at one time the candidate
of his party for Parliamentary honors against
J . C. Patterson; :Mary A., widow of the late
George W. Baby; Edward, Jr., who succeeded
his father in the hotel busines..<:, and who, ir.
1901, was married to Miss J\fary Lemay, of Detroit, l'I'Iichigan ; and William A.
Wililam A. Hanrahan is the present efficient
secretary of the Windsor Water Works. We
are permitted to quote from a local paper the
following, viz. : ''August 1st, 1860, was marked
by two important events in the tow.n of Windsor.
One was a mammoth celebration by the colored
people, that dre\'/' a crowd the like of which has
never since been seen here, and the other, the
arrival in the Hanrahan family of a twelve·
pound youngster. William A. was the name given at the christening, but it is doubtful if he
were called by that name to-day, if any of his
acquaintances would recognize that it applied
to one who can boast of as many good friends
as any man, young or old, in the town of ·windsor, where he is universally known as 'Billy.'
Mr. Hanrahan attended the public schools and
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later entered as a student at L'Assumption Col- land, and came with his parents to Ontario io
·lege,. Sandwich, where he remained for five 1872. He very soon became a member of the
years, afterward taking a course of philosophy office force of the Northern Railway Company
at the J esuit College, Buffalo, New York. As at Toronto, in the office of the mechanical superan all-round athlete there are few to excel Mr. intendent, and five years later 'vas promoted to
Hanrahan in ·western Canada. He has a cabinet the office of the general freight and passenger
of medals which he has won at difl'crent con- agent as stenographer. From 1878 to 1888 he
tests. He was captain of the first baseball club was chief clerk in the general passenger and
organized at Windsor, and during the time tho auditing departments. In the latter year he waE
famous Cass Baseball Club of Detroit swept t ransferred to the general passenger department
everything in Michigan he was known as 'the of the Grand Trunk Railway at Montreal, when
d emon pitcher.'
lie, and also his brothers, that company took over the Northern Railway.
Patrick and Edward, were members of the fam- ln 1889 1\fr. Woollatt changed to the Lake Eri£
ous 10-oar barge crew of the B eaver Boat Club, & Detroit River Railroad Company, as general
the champions of America. For fifteen years hr freight and passenger agent, with office at Walkwas treasurer of the 'Windsor Fire Department, erville. I n 1891 he was advanced to the position
and was presented 'vith a handsome gold medal . of general superintendent and traffic manager,
by the members upon his retirement. Mr. H an- and on May 1, 1900, was elected to the position
rahan has many talents and one of them is for of general manager, which h e held at the time
music. F or years h e was director of St. Alphon· of the sale of the Lake Erie & Detroit River Railsus choir, and his services were in demand upon way to the Pere Marquette Railroad. His proall public occasions. Mr. Hanrahan was presi- motion was continued, and it can clearly be seen
d ent of the C.M.B.A. in 1896, and chancellor in that it was the r esult of close and careful appli1897. lie helped to organize the Catholic Orde11 cation and faithful performan ce of duty.
In 1875 Mr. Woollatt was united in marriage
of Foresters in Windsor, and was the first Chief
Ranger . He was also a member of the I.O.F . with Ann Robinson, of Toronto, daughter of
and the Windsor Board of Trade, of which or- David Robinson, and a sister of the wife of his
brother, Ilar.r y Woollatt, and to this marriage
ganization he was secretary for five years.
" In 1885 l\fr. H anrahan married Miss Kate have been born seven children. Eva Elizabeth ;
Peploe Taylor, daughter of Edward T. Taylor, Annie Margaret; William Robinson, who on
Esq., of Montreal, and grand-daughter of the Sept. 6, 1901, married Mabel Tyron, of Brantlate James Dougall, who gave Windsor its name ford; Amy Ethel ; Harold Farr; Stanley, named
(see sketch of Duncan Dougall elsewhere). Five in honor of Lord Stanley, who was governorchildren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hanra- general of Canada at the time of his birth, in
han, of whom only two are now living- 1888 ; and David Herbert.
Gwendolyn and Mona- who · are p upils at St.
The pleasant family residence is situated on
Mary's Academy. Both our subject and his Second street, Walkerville. Both Mr. and Mrs.
wife are members of St. Alphonsus Roman Woollatt are members of the Methodist Church.
Catholic Church. They live in a pleasant h ome Fraternally Mr. Woollatt belongs to the
on Ouellette A venue.''
A. 0. U. W. and the I . 0. 0 . F. He is one of the
leading citizens of this part of the county, and
WILLIAM WOOLLAT'£, general manager enjoys the esteem and respect of all who know
of the Lake Erie & Detroit River Railroad, has him.
spent his entire business life in the various
branches of railroad service. H e is a native of
THOMAS ROBINSON, warden o.f the
England, and a grandson of William Woollatt, County of Kent, and one of the leading men of
who was born about 1790, and followed an a gri- the township of Romney, that county, descends
cultural life, dying in his native land in 1881. from one of the first settlers of the township.
William Woollatt was thrice married, and our His grandfather, J ohn Robinson, was a native of
subject's father, William Woollatt (2), was a Weirdale, Parish of Stanhope, County of Durchild of the first union, to which marriage were ham, England, where he grew to manhood, emiborn two sons, William and Samuel.
grating to Canada in 1817. Soon after his
William Woollatt (our subject) was born arrival he and Messrs. Coatsworth, Dawson and
April 2, 1855, at Weedin, Hereforclshire, Eng- Peter Ileatherington located in Romney town-
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ship, each securing a 200-acre tract on the Talbot
road, John Robinson obtaining No. 203, upon
which he immediately settled. The growth of
timber upon these lots was so heavy that the first
comers ran great risk of becoming lost should
they wander from the lake. After locating his
grant John Robinson started into the forest, but
kept some of his assistants within hailing distance. He penetrated the forest far enough tc
discover the gravel ridge. The first log cabin
he built upon the shore, but this was destroyed
by fire almost as soon as it was completed, and
he built a new one upon the ridge. In this all
of his children were born, and the building was
standing as late as 1864. The third and present
residence, a square frame structure, was also put
up during the grandfather's life, the work being
done by a Thomas Duncan, a wandering jackof-all-trades. With the assistance of his five
sons Mr. Robinson cleared up nearly all of his
lot, his method of clearing being somewhat original. He girdled the trees, cut them down and
afterward burned them. He died O·n this place
at the age. of eighty-seven years. Throughout
life he took a very active part in religious matters, and for fifty years was a local preacher;
he was one of four who contributed very liberally toward the building of the Romney Methodist
Church, the first building for religious worship
erected in the township.
John Robinson married Miss Catherine Fox,
of Gosfield township, County of Essex, and to
them were born: Mary, who married T. C. Renwick, of Romney township; Jonas, a resident of
the township; Joseph, a local prea.c her in the
Methodist Church, who resides in Wheatley;
William, mentioned below; George, a prosperous
farmer, also residing in the township; Jane (deceased), who married Thomas H,eatherington;
Lucinda, who married Francis Wharram; and
John, remaining on the old homestead.
William Robinson was born Aug. -5, 1832,
on Lot 203. When he was a young man, his
£ather secured a hundred acres of Lot 192, and
upon it William Robinson began clearing. At
the time of his marriage he located permanently
upon that place and there carried on farming
until five years ago, afterward living at Coatsworth until his death, which occurred Dec. 22,
1903. H is sons now occupy the home farm.
William Robinson married Elizabeth Jane
Stobbs, who was born March 28, 1834, and tc
this union were born Thomas, Feb. 24, 1856 ;
Annie, March 28, 1859, a resident of Boston,
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Massachusetts; Rebecca, Dec. 5, 1861, who married Peter A. l\IcVicar, of Wardsville, County
of Elgin; Baxter, Aug. 30, 1864, now a resident
of Oregon; Ualph S., Jan. 30, 1867, unmarried
and on the home farm; John A., Aug. 7, 1869,
one of the occupants of the homestead; William
S., Oct. 9, 1872, of Chatham; and Jennie, April
11 1875, widow of Albert Ousterhout, residing
with her mother.
Thomas Robinson was born on Lot 192, and
there grew to manhood. His early opportunities
for securing an education were very limited,
but later, in 1889, he took a course at the Chatham business college. Soon · after reaching his
majority he was employed by a man from Cleveland- Leman M. Reed-for whom he worked
four years. He was foreman for him most of
this time. In this way 1\fr. Robinson finally became interested in the lumber business, the various branches of which industry have occupied
his attention since he started out in life for himself. For twelve or fifteen years he acted as
agent for American firms, buying timber all
along the lake in the County of Kent. Later he
took up buying and selling for himself, and i~
still engaged in that line, although not so extensively as in years past. ·when elm was abundant he sold 5,000,000 feet per year, and he was
also for a time interested in a sawmill. At present he owns the east half of Lot 192, which he
rents, and for the past eight years he has resided at Coatsworth, where he built a very desirable home.
Even as a boy Mr. R<lbinson displayed ar.
interest in matters pertaining to politics, and
that interest has since continued. In 1892 h£'
was first elected township councilman, and continued in office through 1892, 1893, 1894 and
1895. He was elected reeve in 1896, the last year
that the reeves constituteq the county board. In
1899 he was elected county commissioner, tc
r epresent the Seventh District. In 1901 he wa~
re-elected, and again in 1903, and is now serving
as warden of that body, to which position he
was chosen at the last election, in January, 1903.
Fraternally he is a Mason, being connected with
the lodge at Wheatley, and is. a member of the
Order of Foresters at Coatsworth, in which he
has been quite active, having been financial
secretary for some years and chief ranger one
year.
Mr. Robinson was married in Coatsworth
Jan. 13, 1892, to Alice Barton, and they have
had two children: Stanley Barton, born ~pril
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20, 1893; and Daisy Eurithe Adeline, born Gosfield; Jacob; Mary Ann, late wife of Jonas
May 21, 1897. ~Irs. Robinson is a daughter of Wigle; Richard, who married Belle Ritchie, an,d
Elijah and Susan (Challis) Barton, who came lives in Lot 31, Gosfield township; Charles, in
to this country from Poslingford, 'County of the wood and coal business in Ballston Spa, New
Suffolk, England. 'l'he father was a native of York; John, who die4 at the age of five years ;
Poslingford, and the mother of Wickham Brook, George, who married llliss Emily Fox, and re.
same county. Elijah Barton came from Fros. sides on the homestead in Gosfield township;
terley, Durham, to Romney in .1887, and has Henry, of Leamington, who married l\Iiss Nettie
since been engaged in farming, railroading and · Askew; Edmond, unmarried, for many years
lumbering. His family consisted of six children : a practicing physician in Detroit, Michigan;
(1 ) Ruth, born March 25, 1864, married Philip Elizabeth, who died when nine years old;
Hodgson, and is living in the County of Dur- Thomas, for some years a physician in Leam·
ham, England. (2) George was born May 21, wgton, who married Kate Cousins; and Wil1867. (3) Alice, born J uly 9, 1870, married liam, who died at the age of fifteen.
The Arner family, to which Mrs. George Eade
Thomas Robinson. ( 4) Sarah, born March 16,
1873, married Chester Renwick. (5) Emily, belonged, was of German origin. Jacob Arner,
her grandfath~r, was born in Pennsylvania, of
born Aug. 6, 1875, married Joseph Hopper . (6)
Frederick, born Oct. 21, 1877, was drowned Aug. German parents. As a mere boy he was forced
into the American army, but being loyal to
9, 1903, at Clinton, Illinois.
his king be escaped when the army was near
JAOU.tS EEDE, one of the largest land the Canadian border, and in time made his way
owners and most extensive farmers in the town- to the County of Essex, settling in Gosfield
ship of Colchester South, is a fine example of township, where he was given 200 acres of land
what can be accomplished by strict attention to as a reward for his loyalty. Adjoining this he
business and a quick appreciation of oppor- purchased another 200 acres, making 400 acres
tunities for advancing in the· world. He was in one tract in the southwestern part of the
born in Gosfield township, County of Essex, Oct. township, along the lake shore. During his life3, 1841, son of George and Elizabeth (Arner) time the greater part of this land was cleared
Eede.
and converted into farm land. He married Bar.
George Eede was a native of Sussex, Eng- bara Arnold, who was born in · Germany, but
land, born Jan. 21, 1812, son of Richard and as a child was brought by her parents to AmerFrances (Harrington) Eede. When twenty-one ica, her mother, however, dying on the voyage.
years of age he came to Canada, .locating in 1\fr. Arner and his children made their home
Colchester township, Co~nty Essex, Ont. After in Sandwich. To Jacob and Barbara Arner were
· a short interval he bought a farm of 100 a~res born: John, who died young; Jacob; Susan, who
in the fourth section, in Gosfield township, and married John 'Whittle, of Gosfield; Magdalene,
was settled there for the greater part of his who married (first) a :M.:r. Blakely, and (second)
life. He accumulated considerable property, at a l\Ir. West, of County Kent; Elizabeth, who
one time owning 650 acres. His whole attention married Joseph Julian, of County Kent;. and
was devoted to farming and he reaped the nat- Mary, who married Henry Huffman, of Colural harvest in the prosperity which followed chester to~ship.
his labors. He was a prominent and active
Jacob Arner, son of Jacob and .father of 11frs.
Baptist, but his religious sympathies were broad, Elizabeth (Arner) Eede, was born on the Gosand he was interested in all work of that nature. field township farm Dec. 3, 1793. .As a boy
It was while he was in attendance at the dedi- he made his home with an uncle, a Mr. Arner,
cation of the Harrow Baptist Church that he but in time be came into possession of the homewas stricken with apoplexy, and he died befo~·P stead, and he prove¢1 himself a most progressive
and business-like man. He added to his acre.
he could be moved from the church. He w M
sixty-four years of age. His wife in her maiden- age until he owned some 800 acres. The home
hood was Miss Elizabeth Arner, daughter of is now owned by Miss Eliza .Arner. Jacob Arner
,Jacob Arner, of Gosfield township, who be- died on the homestead March 20, 1838. In Collonged to one of the U. E. Loyalist families. To chester he married Susan Iler, who was born
their union were born children as follows: Fnr.- June 27, 1797, daughter of Jacob Iler; and died
nie (deceased), wife of Richard McLean, of Dec. 17, 1896, . aged ninety-nine years, five
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months and twenty days. The children born
of this union were as follows: Elizabeth, born
May 29, 1819, is the widow of George Eede, of
Gosfield, and the mother of Jacob Eede, mentioned below; John, born June 5, 1821, resided
on the homestead, and died Dec. 19, 1886; Jacob,
born J uly 15, 1823, lives near Kingsville; Barbara, born Nov. 3, 1825, married William Staddon, of Gosfield, and died Sept. 26, 1894; Lewis,
born Nov. 6, 1828, is a wealthy farmer in Malden
township; Mary, born March 10, 1831, married
William C. Mjckle, and lived for many years
in Malden township; Susan, born Nov. 3, 1833,
is the widow of Robert McLean, of Harrow; and
Henry, born :£\{arch 18, 1836, is living retired
in Kingsville.
Jacob Eede grew up on the home farm in
the township of Gosfield South, and, as he was
the eldest son, his father naturally depended
upon him for much assistance. He remained
at home until he reached his majority, and then
was given 100 aeres of bush land in Lot B, Con~
cession 2, by his father, where he settled down
to make his own way in the world. Later he
hought 200 acres more of wild land, adjoining·
his first t ract, and managed this large place until
1880. Very little of the land bad been cleared
when it came into his possession, but by persistent industry, well directed, he has brought
the property into a fine state of cultivation, and
· most of it is still in his possession.
I n 1880 .1\k Eede rented his Gosfield farm
and went to CQlchester South, where he purchased from Judson Patton a tract of 280 acres,
originally settled by John Cornwall. The first
schoolhouse in that region was built on this property. This land was all cleared, but Mr. Eede
has added many improvements and made a fine
place of it. When he bought this land he agreed
to pay $11,000 for it, and he was obliged to borrow $3,000 to make a payment. The popular
idea was. that he would never be able to rid the
place of this h eavy encumbrance, but his close
application to· his· work, and his excellent business management of his affairs, have won him
success, arid proved false all prophecies of failure. H e has been a lifelong farmer; one line
to which he haS given especial attention is the
raising of hogs, and he sends from 150 to 180
to market every year.
On Aug. 8, 1864, :Mr. Eede married Miss
Mary Wigle, a daughter of Leonard ·Wigle, who
has borne her husband a large family, viz. :
Elizabeth, wife of George Waters, of Colchester
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South; I<.ili, who died in 18921 at the age of
twenty-five years; Leonard, owner of the farm
adjoining his father's, who martI ied Miss Mabel
Atkin, of Colchester South, and has two children, Edmond Byron and Ruby; George, who
has charge of the home place; J acob, who was
gr.a duated from the Detroit Medical College,
and is a farmer, practicing physician and vicepresident of a national bank in Harvey, North
Dakota; Nellie, Fannie and Martha, all at home;
and Ellis, who died in 1902, ·aged nineteen.
In politics Mr. E ede is a supporter of the
policy of the Reform party, but he has always
been too busy to accept public office. His religious affiliations are with the Baptist Church in
Harrow, in which he has served as a deacon1
and he is an influential member. He has always
been a hard worker, and has achieved his present position by the exercise of qualities which
have earned him the respect of the community.
COLIN J. NEVILLE, a prosperous farmer
of Gosfield South, and vice-president of the Erie
Tobacco Company, of ·windsor, is one of the
leading men of the County of Essex, and he
comes from an old ·pioneer family.
Francis Neville, grandfather of Colin J.,
was born in Colchester township~ of Scotch parentage. He married .Abigail Williams, and they
settled near Cottam, where he took up 200 acres·
on Talbot street. He cleared his land and passed
his whole life on that property, dying in 1867,
aged sixty-seven years, and was buried at Cottam. His widow survived him until the age of
eighty-nine years, and was laid by his side in
the Cottam cemetery. Their children were :
Thomas, born Jan. 3, 1823, lived near the homestead, married Agnes Beatty, and h ad a daughter and two sons ; J ames1 father of our subject.
was born in 1825; Edward, born in 1827, lived
near the homestead, and left a son and daughter ;
J ane married Joseph Gilboe, of Po.ntiac, 11Iichigan; Abigail married Peter Gilboe, of North
Ridge, Ont. ; Mary married Charles Gilboe, and
died some years · ag0; Charles married a Miss
Sanford, and they left a son; Solomon, ·who resides at Cottam, married (first) Miss Booker;
and Isabella married Alexander Neville, and
lives in Pontiac, Michigan.
James Neville, father of our subject, wa!:'
born Feb. 25, 1825, at Cottam, where he was
reared, coming to the township of Gosfield South
at the time of his marriage, Oct. 30, 1848. At
this time he caine into possession of the farm
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on Lot 12, Con. 2, originally settled by the
Wigles, and consisting of fifty acres of land
which had been little improved. lie completed
the erection of a log house which had been
started, and which stood just north of our subject's present house, which he occupied until
1867, when he built his present brick house,
in which he lived until his death, \7hich occurred April 13, 1869.
The mother of our subject and wife of James
Neville, was Sarah Wigle, daughter of John W.
and Salonica (Fox) Wigle, the latter of whom
was born June 28, 1829, and died July 31, 1896.
They had these children born to them: J ohn,
born Dec. 22, 1849, is manager of a hotel at
St. Clair Flats, Michigan; Colin James, born
Oct. 30, 1851; Mary Isabelle, born Dec. 9, 1853,
died in September, 1897, married Wilthou Foster, and lived in 1\fersea township; Testimali,
born F eb. 5, 1855, married Michael A. Wigle,
of Ruthven; Susan J ane, born May 9, 1857, died
aged three years; Dr. Windle D., born March 2,
1860, graduated at the Detroit Medical College,
and is in practice at Eagle River, Wisconsin (he
married :Mae Ross of Port Huron); :Maria Augustia, born March 27, 1862, is the widow of
· E. J. Wigle of Toronto; Cordelia Salonica, born
Aug. 6, 1863, is the wife of Scott Foster, of
Mersea. township; Lucetta, born May 19, 1865
died aged two years ; and Horatio Francis, born
June 4, 1867, died Sept. 10, 1869.
Colin J. Nevile} was born on the farm where
he now resides. H e attended the local schools
and prepared himself for the life of an agricul-.
turist, which he has followed with the exception
of two years spent in the far North-west, 1873
and 1874, employed in the International Boundary Survey, during which time he gained a very
thorough knowledge of the section which is now
being so rapidly filled by settlers. When he
returned he assumed charge of the home farm.
to which he has added fifty adjoining acres, and
during the past year has also purchased another
desirable tract of land, fifty-five acres, on Lot
11, Concession 4, l\Iersea township. Taking a
deep interest in his work and devoting his whole
time to it, he has developed one of the finest
farms of this section. He remodeled the brick
residence jn 1899, and has not neglected other
improvements.
Politically Mr. Neville is a Reformer, but
has never been prevailed upon to consent to
holding office. He was one of the originators
of the Erie Tobacco Company, which promises

to become a very important industry of this
locality, and has been its vice-president during
the three years of its existence.
In 1879, Mr. Neville married, at Leamington,
Nellie Voy, born at St. Mary's April 15, 1858,
and the~r four children are: Lorne Franklin,
born Feb. 18, 1880; Errna Grace, born Oct. 22,
1882; Everett Arthur, born J an. 8, 1887; and
Elmer Newton, born Oct. 16, 1892. Mr. Neville
is one of the progressive men of his community
and has demonstrated the value of his ideas,
by the success o£ his own business enterprises.
He is highly esteemed by all who know him.
MURDOCH BROTHERS. The leading photographic house in Windsor is that conducted
by William and Stanley Murdoch, under the firm
style of Murdoch Bros., and it is the oldest house
in its line in the city, having been established in
1877.
The :Murdoch family, as the name indicates,
is o£ Scotch extraction, the grandfather of these
progressive business men, William Murdoch,
having been born in Scotland in 1784. His
whole life was spent in his native land, where he
followed the occupation of plumber and gasfitter.
'l'here he married Agnes Law, and reared a family of eight children, four daughters and .four
~~

.

John Murdoch, youngest son of William, and
father of the Murdoch Bros.,. was born in Scotland, in 1824, and in that country married Rebecca Clark. His tastes were of a literary character. H e kept a book store, was a printer, anfi
also a bookbinder.
In 1855, seeking a wider field of activity, Mr.
Murdoch, with his family, came to Canada, locating at Sandwich, Essex County, where he
worked in the local newspaper, called The Dominion, in Windsor. This journal was founded
by the late John Richm<1nd, and was sold by
him to Solomon White, who in turn disposed of
it to John Murdoch and Thomas. McKee. The
latter at a later date sold his interest to his
partner, who moved the paper to Sandwich, but
afterward returned to Windsor, where he started
a daily paper · called the Daily Dominicn, the
first daily paper ever published in Windsor. Mr.
Murdoch then sold the paper to Major Lewis,
who changed its name to that of the Essez Times,
and discontinued the daily. The death of John
l\Iurdoch occurred in 1879, at Sandwich ; his
widow and family now reside in Windsor. These
children were born to John Murdoch and wife,

l'
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the first three born in Girvan, Scotland, the
others in Sandwich, Essex County: Jamima, who
died young; Agnes, wife of Thomas Ferguson,
of Girvan, Ayrshire, Scotland; James C., now
of Toronto; William A.; Elizabeth, wife of William Riddell; Gilbert C. ; and Stanley A.
William A. Murdoch was educated in Sandwich, and has always had an artistic talent. In
early manhood he learned the photographic busi·
ness, and established his gallery in Windsor in
1877, soon after tah"ing his brother, Sta.nley A.
as a partner. The latter had the same educational advantages as his brother, and like him
has always taken a deep interest in his profession. The firm of 1\Iurdoch Bros. is one of the
leading ones in \Vestern Ontario, and their ar•
tistic work commands the admiration and patronage of a wide extent of country.
Their
equipments are modern and beautiful, while
their long experience and constant study have
made them adepts in their line. Neither member of the firm has ever taken a very deep inter·
est in politics. Their religious connection is with
the Presbyterian Church.
E. W. SCANE, who departed this life April
1, 1902, was a leading barrister of Chatham,
County of Kent, and his death removed from
that city not only one of the oldest members of
the Bar, but also one of her most prominent citizens and highly esteemed Christian gentlemen.
Mr. Scane was descended from English ancestry in both paternal and maternal lines. The
first member. of this family, concerning whom
any definite data are obtainable, is Thomas
Scane, the grandfather of E. \V., who was born
in England about the year 1765, and there married, his wife being also a native of England.
Some time afterward he came to Ontario, and
settled near St. Thomas (where his wife died)
in the year 1820. I n the year 1822 he moved to
Howard township,- County of Kent, settling on
a farm, where he spent the remainder of his life,
dying in 1845. Politically he was a Conserva•
tive. To 'l'homas Scane and his wife were born
the following children: Ellen, who died in England; Jane, who died in Ontario; Betsy, who
died in Ridgetown ; and t\vo sons, John and
Thomas, both of whom came to Ontario with
their father, and settled in Howard township,
where Thomas died in 1871, leaving two sons,
Henry and Thomas, and three daughters, Jane,
Ellen ( deceas~d) and Betsy Ann. Of these

·
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H enry is now deceased, and Thomas still resides
in Howard township.
John Scane, son of Thomas, and the father of
E. W. Scane, was born in England in 1800, anu
came to Ontario about, the same time his father
emigrated. He settled on a farm in Howard
township, County of Kent, now owned by Jam·e s
Scane, his son. John Scane married in 1822
Miss Elizabeth Mitton,_who was born in Eng·
land in 1798, and they became the parents of
nine sons and two daughters, four sons dying in
infancy. We have the following record of the
others: ( 1) John, born in 1824, died in 1901 ; he
married Catherine Marsh, by whom he had three
children: Charles \V., unmarried, who resides in
Howard township; Harry, who married Addie
Scarlett, and also lives· in Howard township; and
Elizabeth· Alice, wife of J. HamiL (2) James,
born in 1826, married Jane Spence, and live~
in Howard township. (3) Joseph, born in 1829,.
married Harriet Spence, and lived in H oward
township until his death, in January, 1902. They
had nine daughters, Alice, Ellen and Jane (who
died in infancy), Louisa, Minnie, Mabel, Annie,
Maud and Ethel, and three sons, George and
John (who died in infancy), and James, a
farmer of Howard, who married a Miss McDonald. Louisa married William Thorold, and liver.
in Ridgetown. Minnie married Alfred Savage,
of Ridgetown. Mab·et married Alfred Crodon,
and lives in London. Annie married Georg<'
Laing, of Ridgetown. Maud married Jame~
Craig, of Chicago, and Ethel married Roy Gam·
mage. ( 4) Charles E., born in 1834, married
Amanda Stover, and lives in Ridgetown. He
has three sons and one daughter-Wilbur, whc
married Elizabeth Rushton; Harry; Roy; and
Dora, Mrs. Buller. (5) Jane m-arried John Toll.
(6) E. W. is mentioned below.
E. W. Scane was born Sept. 9, 1838, in the
to,vnship of Howard, on the same farm where he
grew to manhood, and attended the rural schools.
On his father's farm he formed the habits of in.
dustry and integrity which made him successful
in both his profession and his business. In 1857
he entered Victoria College, graduating in 1858,
and in the fall of that year entered the law of.
fice of C. R. Atkinson, with whom he remained
five years. He passed his examination in 1865,
and until his death was engaged in the practice
of his profession in Chatham, being one of tho
oldest legal practitioners in the city. Mr. Scan('
was never a politician, preferring to give his
time exclusively to his profession. lie served
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his city as member of the council in 1872-73, at
mayor in 1882-83, and in 1900-01 was again in
the council. He was for some time a member of
the Collegiate Institute Board in Chatham, and
always took an interest in the educational matters of his city.
· On F eb. 14, 1865, Mr. Scane and 'Miss l\Iary
A. Spencer were united in marriage. Mrs.
Scane is a daughter of · William and lletsy
(Cherry) Spencer, the former of whom was born
in Hull, England, in 1800, and the latt~r in the
United States in 1810. They locat ed in Chatham in 1838, and M:r. Spencer died there ir1847, the mother on Aug. 7, 1893. They had fivE
children: Adelaide (Mrs. Thomas Stone), deceased; William, of California; Timothy, of
California, deceased ; Mrs. Scane ; and Samuel
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Scane became the parents of four children: ( 1) Walter W. was called
to the Bar in 1887, and has been a legal practitioner in Chatham ever since, and is a member ·
of the firm o£ Huston, Stone & Scane,· barristers, of Chatham. He married Emma Wall,
by whom he has two daughters, l\bry and Margaret. (2) Adelaide Cherry married William J.
Taylor, of Chatham, and has two children, William Wallace and Thomas Hulme.· (3) John
Wallace, a graduate of McGill · Medical College,
and now a practicing physician of Montreal,
married Leonora Morris, and has one daughter_
l\lary Marjorie Amelia, and one son, J ohn 1\Iorris. ( 4 J Bessie C. married Joseph Hadley, of
Chatham. Mr. Scane was a member of the 1\'Iethodist Church, to which faith Mrs. Scane also adheres. Politically he was a C-onservative. Mr..
Scane owned one of the many beautiful homes
in Chatham, and was numbered among the leading members of the legal profession,· not only iu
Chatham, but in Ontario.
JOHN FINLAY. ..Among the prominent
and progressive men of Pelee Island, County
Essex, who have been largely instrumental in the
development of this section of the country, John
Finlay stands preeminent. As justice of the
peace, extensive farmer, wine grower, and public-spirited citizen, he has borne his part in the
commercial, industrial and social activity of the
place, and lent his influence toward the successful accomplishment of all ideas calculated to
prove beneficial to the community at l arge. llis
birth occurred in County Tyrone, Ireland, Jan.
5, 1843, and he is a son of Alexander Finlay.
Alexander Finlay was also born in County

Tyrone, Ireland, where he engaged in farrniug,

and there he married Miss Jane Kyle, who was
a native of Tyrone. She bore him three children
in that county: Charles, who now resides in
County Huron, Ont.; John; and a son who died
in infancy, in 1846. That same year the par.
ents with their two children embarked from
Londonderry, Ireland, on a sailing-vessel for
the New world, ·and after a long and weary
voyage of six weeks reached 1\Iontreal, Nov. 5,
1846. They went west to County Dundas, and
located on a farm where they spent eight years,
when the father sold the property and moved to
Howick township, County of Huron, obtaining
a tract of 600 acres. At the time he obtained it
the land was worth but little, but be worked
upon it, made extensive improvements, and at
the time of his death, which occurred in 1894,
upon his property, it was a very valuable possession. He was buried in Mci ntosh cemetery,
and his faithful wife, who departed this life at
the age of sixty-five years, lies by his side. The
following children were born to these parent£
.a fter .they reached their new home : ·william, a
resident of County Huron; James, a resident of
P elee Island; Jane, who married Jacob Cathers
and resides in County Huron ; Alexander, residing in County Huron; and .:\fargaret, whc
died young.
John Finlay was but three years of age when'
he was brought by his parents to Canada, and
he was reared to farm work and given the educational advantages afforded by the public
schools, first in County Dundas and later in
County Huron. He grew to stalwart young
manhood upon the homestead in County Huron,
and remained with his father until he was
twenty-three years of age. At that time he began farming f or himself on a tract of 100 acres,
on which property he erected a log house, and
continued to improve the land, which he later
sold, coming to _P elee Island, where he purchased
sixty acres of bush land. For some years Mr.
F inlay worked his farm, introducing grape eul.
ture. As he was one of the first to engage in
this profitable business be reaped very substan .
tial · rewards, but still greater prosperity was
in store for him, as in 1896 the first oil well on
the island was discovered upon his property.
Now there are three oil wells in active operation
by the New York & Lake Erie Oil & Gas Co.,
l\Ir. Finlay retaining possession of the property.
Gas has also been discovered, so that this farm
is one of the most valuable in t~e county. In
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addition l\Ir. Finlay owns forty ·acres of what
WALTER STARES, manager, secretary and
was once marsh land, all of which is under cul- treasurer of the .Electric Light Company of
tivation, anu yielding handsome retm·ns on the Leamington, and one of the Ienterprising and
investment. lie has a handsome modern home, successful ousiness men of his locality, was
wc11 supplied with conveniences, and comfort· born at "Fir.n Hills," '!'itchfield, Hampshire,
ably furnished, while his barns and outbuildings J<~ngland. lie was educated in Blenheim House,
are commodious and kept in fine condition.
Fareham, and after finishing his course becamo
While residing in County Huron, Feb. 21, a midshipman on H. :M. S. ''Victory,'' but as
1866, 1\fr. Finlay married Miss Elizabeth Scott, he did not like a sea-faring life he left the serdaughter of John Scott, ana the following chil- vice, and enlisted in the 15th King's Hussars;
dren were born to this union: John S., who he entered as a private, and after completing his
operates a part of the homestead, married Mary course as a recruit was promoted to the rank of
Lucas, and has two children, Ruby and Percy : full trump·eter. At the ·time ' he. purchased hi~
Ella Jane, unmarried, is a stenographer and discharge, he enjoyed the reputation of being the
typewriter, employed at Chicago; William best swordsman in the regiment, and best master
Thomas was killed by gas in 1892; Herbert is an of foils, and he was popular witl1 men and offi.
engineer at l\fansfield, Oh~o; Lillian l\fay is em- cers alike. After purchasing his discharge, 1H·
ployed by the Detroit Scale Co., of Detroit, traveled until finally settling down in Canada.
. first at Ridgetown, and later at Leamingto·n;
Michigan; Louis is at the home.
where for the past quarter of a century he has
For many years Mr. Finlay has been justice been one of the leading men of the town, and
of the peace, and l1e has served as township prominent in its development.
clerk for one year. In· politics he is a strong
In 1888 l\rr. Stares became one of the or·
Conservative, while he governs his life by the ganizers O·f the mectric Light Company, of
teachings of the Golden Rule which he believes which he was president until 1900, when he was
embraces all creeds. The family attend the made manager, secretary and treasurer, and unl\Iethodist Church, toward which he has been der his able management the company has bevery generous, giving the land upon which the come a very important factor in the business
present structure stands. Mr. Finlay also help- world of L eamington. It is a concern of uned to build the fi~st schoolhouse on the island, questioned financial standing.
and for seven years served as a member of the
In 1870 Mr. Star-es married, in England, l\liss
board of education. Socially he belongs to the Eliza White, daughter of James White, and her
Orange Lodge at Windsor, and the A. 0. U. W. family is an old and prominent one. M:r. Stares
ut Kingsville. l\Ir. !<·inlay is a popular man, is a member of the Church of England, and
highly respected and honored for his sound l\frs. Stares of the Methodist Church. In polijudgment, his public spirit and his generous, tics M:r. Stares is a Conservative. He was cankindly nature.
didate for mayor of L eamington, and although
Mrs. Elizabeth (Scott) Finlay was born lll defeated polled a very large vote. Fraternally
Bowmanville, Ont., April 21, 1844, daughter he is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the
of John and Barbara (Miller) Scott, natives of I. 0. 0. F., ·and is a very popular man in both
Ireland, but of Scotch parentage. 'l'hey were organizations.
wedded before leaving the Emerald Isle, and
ALEXANDER H. ASKIN, ail. old-time civil
they made their first Canadian home in the
engineer,
who was one of the surveyors for the
County of Waterloo, Ont. By trade John Scott
route
of
the
Gt·eat Western railroad, is a descenwas a shoemaker. He died in the faith of the
Methodist Church in 1854, :aged forty years. dant of one of the pioneer families of County
His widow died in 1889, aged seventy-two years. Essex. lie still resides at the old home ( calleu
She was a member of the Church of England. Strabane) of his father and grandfather, in
Their children were: 1\Iary, deceased wife of Sandwich East, adjoining -Walkerville, the pres. Thomas Freeborn; John, a postmaster in Da- ent residence having been erected by his father
kota; James, a retired carpenter in Leskard, in 1840.
John Askin, his grandfather, born in 1735
Ont.; Elizabeth, Mrs. Finlay; Edward, a farmer
at
Strabane,
County Tyrone, Ireland, of Scotch
in Manitoba; and Barbara E., of 'foronto, widow
lineage,
emigrated
when sixteen years of age.
of James Ferguson.
1
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He first settled at New York, thence moving to·
Albany, and accompanied in 1762 "The Relief"
with supplies for the garrison at Detroit, besieged by Pontiac. He was attached as Commissariat to the British troops at Mackinac and
afterward at Detroit. In 1794 he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the North Essex
Battalion and commanded this force for twenty
years, first at Detroit, then at Sandwich [Vide
letters and orders dated Detroit, Aug. 20, 1794,
issued by Col. Richard England-24th Regiment-calling out the Essex Militia to assemble at
Detroit and prepare to resist the encroachments
ot the United States forces on disputed territory i
Detroit and the vast territory west of the Wabash was not ceded to the United States until
1796], when the British troops marched out of
the stockaded fort, with colors flying and fifes
playing the "British Grenadiers."
The children of John Askin, Sr., by his first
marriage were: John Askin, Jr., whose son was
Col. John B. Askin, of London, Canada, (both
men took a very active part in 1812-1815 in
the defense of their country); Catherine, Mrs.
Robt. Hamilton, of Queenston; and Madeline,
who married at Niagara Dr. Richardson, of the
Queen's or Simcoe's Rangers (they became the
parents of John Richardson, the novelist).
John Askin's second marriage, which occurred at Detroit in 1771, was to Orchange Barth,
one of three distinguished sisters, ladies of the
old French days. Commodore Alexander Grant,
lieutenant ~f the County of Essex, married another, and Capt. Mercer, of the "King's 8th
Regiment of Foot," the third sister. Of this
marriage with Orchange Barth there was issue:
(1) Theresa, born at Mackinac in February, 1774,
married Col. Thomas McKee. (2) Archange, born
at Mackinac in February, 1775, married at the
age of sixteen, Capt. David Meredith, of the
Royal Artillery, then stationed at Detroit, who
after much hard service in his troublesome days
rose to the rank of colonel. He died at Halifax.
His widow lived to the age of ninety-six years.
Her many graphic letters from England covering
the terrible period of the French Revolution and
succeeding wars would compile into a veritable
h1storic book. (3) Alice married Col. Elijah
Brush, an American, whose immediate descendants, now passed away, took important parts in
the development of the city of Detroit and
the State of :Michigan, and materially aided the
subject of our sketch in his professional life. (4)
Charles Askin was the father of our subject.

Charles Askin, born in 1785 at Detroit, died ·
at the age of eighty-five at his residence, Stra~
bane. lie resided from 1806 to 1820 on the Niagara frontier at Queenston and Carnboro, and
Paris on the Grand river, where he opened out
the plaster beds. He was with Gen. Brock at
the tah-ing of Detroit, a volunteer in the ranks
of the 41st Regiment (Welsh), wearing a red
jacket and a "Bucket" hat, and for his services
received a medal (some forty years after). This
precious memento is no'v in the possesison of our
subject, together with an equally precious letter
from Sir John Beverley Robinson (December,
1850) 1 intimating that he had the medal in his
safe keeping, till sent for by some sure and
accredited hand. The then John Beverley Robinson was also with Brock's venture and a trusty
volunteer in the ranks of the same regiment.
After this exploit the inhabitants along the
Grand river persuaded Lieut. Charles Askin, of
the North Essex Militia, to take rank as Captain
in the 2nd Lincoln, under Col. Thomas Clark.
He was at the taking of Fort George (night
attack), was at the sacking of Buffalo (prize two
violins), also at the affair of the Beaver Dams,
and others; was entrusted with important despatches from headquarters to these parts.
About 1820 he returned to Essex to assume the
executive of a large landed interest. H e was
clerk of the peace of the Western District, embracing Essex, Kent and Lambton. Copies of
his official returns of population, etc., of 1830-31,
are now curiosities.
Charles Askin was married at Sandwich in
1822 to M:onique Jacobs, <laughter of George
Jacobs, an Englishman, captain in the 1st Kent
Militia about 1809, when living on the River
'1 names, where he served (and where he hewed
out a considerable fortun e for those days) . Phillis
Jacobs, another daughter, was Mrs. Alexander
1\fcKee, of Sandwich, the mother of the late
Thomas and James McKee, and Mrs. Rankin,
and of Alexander McKee and Mrs. Marcon, who
survive her.
Charles and Monique Askin's children were:
(1) Orchange Mary, born F eb. 25, 1823; (2)
John David, born Aug. 15, 1824, died in 1866;
(3) Charles Hamilton, born April 30, 1826,
died in 1878; ( 4) Alfred, born Dec. 20, 1829,
died in California in 1859 ; ( 5) Alexander .
IT~nry, born March 25, 1831, the subject of this
sketch; (6) Elizabeth, born Aug. 1, 1833, died'
in 1869. All our subject's brothers and sisters
were unmarried.
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The other children of John Askin and Orchange Barth were: ( 5) Col. James Askin ( Essex Militia, some time registrar of the county)
and (6) Alexander David, who also did their
share of duty in the war of 1812-15;
and
(8)
Phillis Elinor, who married
Richard Pattinson, a wealthy merchant of
Sandwich, whose children were: Richard,
afterward captain in the Queen's 16th Lancers, and who distinguished himself in India
under Lord Gough, "ivas in the famous charge of
the 16th Lancers at Aliwal and was at Sobraon
(the Sulleg medal- two clasps) , exchanged into
a Highland regiment, and when stationed at Halifax: in 1848 visited his native town of Sandwich
and the old r endezvous "Strabane"; he finished
his military career with some old cavalry comrades in the Crimea. His sister-also born at
Sandwich-married Major Hugh Rose, who was
killed at the battle of the Alma.
Our subject does not claim that the family
was a "fighting" one, but the circumstances of
the times forced an issue and a declaration of
"ivho and what they were. John Askin and his
descendants and connections distinctly declared
themselves British and acted their part. Our
subject, who during his childhood, heard many
stlrring incidents narrated by those who took
part therein, and himself witnessed some of the
horrors of war, even in the comparatively small
troubles of 1837-38, knows that the struggle to
preserve this part of the country as British was
a serious task, and he possesses much written evidence to prove it. At one time (about 1794)
this western country was known as Hess. Detroit was its executive center, with immense undefined surroundings. Canada was looked upon
as the ultimate refuge of those who would stick
to the British flag. That part of the Essex proper of to-day was settled by many Hessians of
the King's foreign legion, whose descendants
are now occupying the best part of Canada, as
they dese~ve.
The subject of this sketch had a natural
taste for drawing and mechanics, had his instructions directed toward engineering, and felt
rejoiced when the survey for the Great Western
railway presented itself, obtaining employment
thereon-the first important railway constructed
in Canada, and with which he -was connected
for many years. He has seen the primitive equipment of railways brought up to its present stage
of advancement, and most of the Western District turned from a howling wilderness to culti-
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vated fields. He had his share of the discomforts,
if not hardships, inseparable from surveys
through a sparsely settled wooded or prairie country. For many years Mr. Askin was an officer
of the 13th Battalion, Hamilton, and was present
at the affair of Ridgeway, June 2, 1866.
Mr. Askin was married, at Hamilton, Sept.
4, 1862, to Anna Ivanna Caddy, who was born
at Woolwich, England, daughter of Capt. John
Herbert Caddy, Royal Artillery, who was born
at Quebec and partly educated at Sandwich
(Pringle's school), during the time that his father was quartered at Amherstburg with his Bat~
tery of Artillery. He was a friend and companion of the McKees. Capt. John H. Carldy
was sent to Canada in 1840 and stationed with
his Battery of Artillery at London and there
retired from military life some years later. He
visited Essex sixty years after the time of his
school days. Our subject feels much indebted
to the late captain for valuable aids in drafting
and instructions in water-color drawings. The
children of this marriage were: Alfred Hamilton, born Oct. 16, 1863, who died Oct. 16, 1881,
while a student· of much pro:r.ise; Mary Elizabeth, who has taken up music as a profession;
Grace Anna, who married Charles Norman Bull,
and has three little girls who promise to follow
the loyal traditions of the family; Erskin Herbert, civil engineer, who married Florence Bull;
they have a bright little daughter, Murial by
name.
Although Mr. Askin has outlived many of
his friends and former associates, and has passed his three-score and ten milestone, he retains
the appearance and vigor of a much younger
man. He is widely known and respected. He
has been identified with much of the material
development of his section and few men are
better informed concerning County Essex topography or history than Engineer Askin.
JOHN SPIERS, one of the leading residents
of Sandwich, and a man universally respected,
is descended from Scotch ancestry on both sides
of the family, and the first of whom there is any
definite record on his father's side was J ames
Spiers, the grandfather, who was born in Scotland about 1790, and there lived and died.
Among his children was a son, J ohn.
John Spiers, son of James, was the father ot
our subject. He was born in Beath, Scotland, in
1818, and there grew to manhood. He married
Ann Gibb, who was born in Lochwinnoch, Scot-
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land, daughtc1· of William Gibb. To this marriage were bom thirteen children, three of whom
are living: Barbara, Jane and John.
l\Irs. Ann (Gibb) Spiers died Sept. 27, 1864.
when her son John was- not quite twelve year~
old. In 1857 the family moved from Scotland
to Canada, landing in Quebec on the 27th of October. They came to Ontario, and settled in the
township of Sandwich, County of Essex. The
father had preceded them in 1854, with the intention of settling in the Eastern States. He
traveled tlu·ough ~Laine, New Hampshire, Vermont, :Massachusetts and Rhode Island, finding
his trade of dresser of cloth in great demand,
and commanding much better pay than in hi ~
native country. 'fhe inducements of his married sisters, who had settled in the County of
Essex, however, prevailed, and he, too, located
here.
John Spiers, our subject, was born in Glas.
gow, Scotland, Jan. 3, 1853, and was about five
years of age when the family crossed the ocean.
H e grew to manhood in Sandwich, and there ac·
quired his education. In 1868 he began his business career as a measurer of lumber at Alpena,
Michigan, for his uncle, who had a sawmill and
kept a lat·ge boarding house and general store,
and a good portion of the time the latter was ir
charge of l\Ir. Spiers. Later he returned to Sandwich, where he clerked for a time, and then, ir
1871, he was made deputy postmaster. In 1874
he formed a partnership with Thomas Fergusor.
in a general merchandising business, and after
one year he purchased his partner 's interest, and
has since continued it alone, now being one of
the oldest business men in Sandwich. In 1885
he was appointed treasurer of Sandwich, and in
1891 was re-appointed, still retaining that office.
In 1895 he was also honored by the appointment
of postmaster. Fraternally he is a member of
the K. of P., A.O.U.W., K.O.T.l\1., and the National Union of Detroit, and has passed all th€
chairs of these orders. He is a member of Windsor Lodge, No. 403, A.F. & A.M. Politically Mr.
Spiers is a Conservative, and always takes an act ive part in local affairs. Religiously he is r.
member of the Church of England, in which he
takes a prominent part, and has been one of the
officials for many years. All of his family are
communicants in the same faith.
I n 1878 Mr. Spiers and Miss Isabel Tasker,
of Windsor, were united in marriage, and the
following children have been born to their union:
J essie Ann, organist in St. J ohn's EpiscopaJ

Church, of Sandwich, where her father has sung
in the choir for many years, and she is a teacher
of music and assistant in the postoffice; Isabel,
organist in the Sunday School, and assistant in
the postoffice; Barbara Ella, employed in the of·
fice of the Stimpson Scales Manufacturing Company, of Detroit; and Jennie May, Ethel, Lillie, Florence and Winnifred, students in the
public schools of Sandwich. Mr. Spiers is highly
esteemed by all who know him, both as a business man and public official, and his influence in
the community for good is largely felt and highly
appreciated.
FOX. Jonas Fox, the eldest son of Philip
Fox, the first settler of the name in this country, was born in Pennsylvania, and was a young
man when the family came to Gosfield. He received from the government Lot 9, on the lake
shore, and erected a log house on the lake shore,
but later he put up a large frame building,
the lumber for wluch was hauled from Windsor.
In order to make the house unusually warm
the walls were filled with brick. 'l'his house
was torn down about 18b8, having stood there
for about forty years. Jonas Fox cleared up
his farm, and increased largely his original holdings, adding Lot 8, so that he had 400 acres in
one block; he also bought 200 acres on the Talbot
Road, in Romney township, County of Kent.
For his time he was a very successful man. In
religious belief he was a :Methodist. lie was
married to Susan Bruner, who died in 1854,
aged eighty-four years, and he died in 1848, at
the same age. He was buried on his home lot,
and his widow was buried in the Albertville
cemetery. T,heir children were as follows: Philip
is mentioned below. Henry was the father of
William J . . Michael married Mary Truax, and
died in Illinois, in 1903. Jonas came into possession of a portion of the old homestead and
married Margaret McLean. George, the only
one now living, resides at Put-in-Day, Ohio, and
he married Jane Mills. Barbara married Joseph
Malott, of Mersea. Susan married Joseph
Paine, of Mersea. Elizabeth died at the age of
five years.
Philip Fox:, eldest son of Jonas Fox, was
born on Lot 9, in Gosfield, and first settled on
his father's land in Romney township. Afterward he returned to Gosfield South, .and located
on the west quarter of Lot 8. His death was
caused by. drowning in 1842. Philip Fox married Ann. IIairsine, a native of Yorkshire, Eng-
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land, and to them were born: Charles, born in
Romney township, Aug. 17, 1829; Rebecca, who
married John James Campbell, of Mersea town.
ship; Thomas, who died young; Mary, now deceased, who married Alexander Wilkinson;
George, who married Julia Quick, and lived on
the present Philip Fox place, and whose daughter, Georgianna, married William D. McDonald,
and lives on Lot 13, Concession 2; Melissa, who
married Henry Wiper, of Leamington, 1\lersea
township; Jane, who married Thomas Quick,
of 1\lersea township; and Charlotte, deceased,
who married Peter Hetherington, Jr. For her
second husband Mrs. Fox married Peter Hetherington, Sr., of Romney township.
Charles Fox, son of Philip, was born Aug.
17, 1829. Losing his father when thirteen years
of age, he was early thrown on his own responsibility. In time he came into possession of fifty
acres in Lot 8, upon which but little clearing
had been done. Later he added considerable
acreage to his holdings, ·and the house he built
is still. standing, although not used as a residence. In 1871 he purchased a farm in l\fersea
township, and located upon it. Later he still
further added to his holdings, and he had 100
acres in Concession 9, fifty in Concession 10, in
addition to Lots 8 and 9, in Gosfield township.
He carried on general farming throughout his
life, and was very successful. By careful business methods and right living he ever enjoyed
, universal esteem. His death occurred Nov. 12,
1885. His first marriage occurred Nov. 20, 1849,
his bride being Caroline Wiper, who was born
in Mersea May 29, 1828, and who died at the
age of forty-six: years. For his second wife
Charles Fox married a widow, Sarah J. (Fair)
Little. The children by his first marriage "VVere
as follows: Solomon C., of Ruthven, born Sept
12, 1850, mentioned more extensively later on.
P.hilip C., born June 26, 1852, also mentioned
later on; and Minnie, born Dee. 5, 1866, mar.
ried to Homer Wigle, a farmer on Lot 6, Gosfield South.
SoLOMON C. Fox was born on Lot 8, Gosfield
South, Sept. 12, 1850, and first attended a school
faught by Miss Elizabeth Coats worth. At ·the
age of twenty-one years he located on the western
portion of Lots 9 and 10, on a farm of 113 acres,
of which he cleared seventeen acres, a little later
coming into possession of the east one-fourth of
Lot 8 (immediately adjoining the other), where
he moved with his family; this property lies in
Gosfield South, in the 1st C.oncession. There
12
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he resided, carrying on general farming, until
Sept. 17, 1891, when, owing to ill-health, caused
by a stroke of paralysis, he discontinued, and
his son Clifford is now farming the home place.
Four years ago 1\fr. Fox built himself a handsome brick house in Ruthven, and now lives retired. In politics he is•a Conservative. He· and
his family are members of the Ruthven Methodist Church. Fraternally he is a member of the
Odd Fellows' lodge at Ruthven.
On July 10, 1872, in Gosfield township, l\Ir.
Fox married Emma Haley, who was born in
Port Burwell, l\fay 17, 1856, a daughter of John
Haley, a native of England, who came to Canada
at the age of eight years, and who now lives in
Ohio. John Haley married Catherine Schoian,
a native of Ireland, who died in Windsor when
1\frs. Fox, her only child, was three years old.
After her ·mother's death Mrs. Fox was taken
by her grandfather, John Haley; a hotel man
at Sandwich, and later she lived in the family
of Peter Malott until her marriage. To Mr.
and Mrs. Fox have come the following children :
Caroline, born June 9, 1873, married Thorbourn
H. Wigle, and they have one daughter, Greeta
May, born Aug. 22, 1895; Clifford, born Jan.
7, 1876, married Blanche Orton, and he carries
on the home farm; and Daisy, born June 11,
1879, married Gernsey Bruner.
PHILIP C. Fox was born on the lot where he
now resides, June 26, 1852. He received his
education in school section No. 3, Gosfield South,
and at the age of twenty years began farming
for himself, in time becoming the owner of 100
acres in Lot 8. Later he purchased fifty acres
more, which is part of Lots 7 and 8, in the Gore,
and this he gave to his son, Milburn, who resides there. Mr. l<,ox: did some of the clearing
of his place, and the greater portion of the
building, and the farm is now in fine condition.
It bas been christened "Silver Brook Farm,"
gaining its name from a stream that flows almost
by the door of the house. Mr. Fox carries on
general farming, and is an extensive stock buyer, also during the winter season buying and
selling a large quantity of grain, and being
counted among the enterprising farmers and
business men of his township.
•
In his political opinions l\fr. Fox is a Conservative, and he has always taken a lively interest in township affairs, serving as deputy
reeve for two years, <after which, in 1900, he was
elected reeve, an office he still capably fills. For
the past twenty-three years he has been trustee
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of school section N'o. 3. Both l\Ir. Fox and his
wife are consistent members of the Ruthven
Methodist Church, of which be is now steward
and trustee. Fraternally he is connected with
the Odd Fellows and :Masons.
1\fr. Fox mar-ried Blanche Malott, who died
soo~ afterward. For his second wife he married
Christina Malott, a sister of his first wife, daugh-

let; Alexander R., also of the above-named law
firm; and Eva B., who married l\Ialcolm McGre·
gor, of Detroit, and has two children, Margaret
and Jessie.
Mr. Bartlet is the oldest living member of
the Presbyterian Church in Windsor, has been
session clerk of that body since 1857, and has re.
presented the church at its synods and other gath-

ter of William J. l\Ialott.

'fhe children born

erings. Politically he is a Liberal, and his long

of this happy union are: l\Iilburn, born Feb. 20,
1874, married Minnie, daughter of Charles
Wigle, and they have one daughter, Josie 1\fargrette, born April 5, 1900. Norah, born April
9, 1878, married C. Cascadden, of Ruthven, and
they have a daughter, Dorris Madeline, born
Nov. 15, 1897. Addie, born 1\fay 1, 1880, married Maurice Stevens, a saddler of Leamington.
Albert Godwin, born April 23, 1883, is at home.

public career in Windsor has made him known to
every citizen. A man of genial presence and
courteous manner, he enjoys a wide friendship,
and his justice and integrity of character make
him an ideal official.
LIEUT.-COL. NoBLE ALEXANDER BARTLET, commanding officer of the 21st Regiment, is a mem•
ber of the prominent legal firm of Clarke, Bartlet & Bartlet, of Windsor, was born Sept. 9,
1860, son of Alexander Bartlet, and his education was acquired in the public schools of his
native city. At an early age l\Ir. Bartlet began
his legal studies, his preceptor being J. F. Bell,
of \Vindsor, with whom he remained until he
completed his course, and in 1886 he was accepted as a partner by 1\Ir. Bell. In the follow·
ing year he formed a partnership with his brother, Alexander R. Bartlet, the firm title being
Bartlet & Bartlet, which continued until 1892,
when Mr. A. H. Clarke (now M.P. for South Essex) was admitted, the firm name being changed
to Clar~e, Bartlet & Bartlet, another change be·
ing made in the style upon the admission of l\Ir.
1\f. K. Cowan, an ex-1\I.P., in 1896. Mr. Cowan
retired from the firm in 1904:.
Col. Bartlet has been a member of the board
of managers of St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church since 1891, and its chairman since 1898.
H e succeeded his father as superintendent of the
Sunday School-a position the latter held ·for
forty years.
On Nov. 21, 1888, in Winnipeg, 1\Ir. Bartlet was married to Miss Adda 1\I. Peddie, daugh·
ter of James ·w. Peddie, a prominent merchant
of that city, and to this union three children
were born, namely: Frank A., born Nov. 21,
1889 ; Florence, born April 5, 1892; lielen Noble,
born Nov. 14, 1895, died Oct. 26, 1899. Mrs.
Bartlet died Dec. 2, 1902. l\Ir. Bartlet adhere.s
to the principles of the Reform party, and dur.
ing political campaigns takes an active part as
speaker. The family is one of the prominent
ones of . the city, leading in both religious and
social circles, and enjoying universal esteem.
ALEXANDER R. BARTLET, junior partner of

ALEXANDER BARTLE'r, Police ?l'fagistrate of Windsor, has been 0fficially connecte1i
with that city since 1858, and he is the third in
direct line in the Bartlet family to bear the name
of Alexander.
Alexander Bartlet, his father, was born iu
Scotland in 1780, and died in 1827. He married
~'Iary Rc<.lford, who was born in 1778, daughter
of William Redford, one of the · octogenarians
of his locality. Mrs. Bartlet died in 1837.
Alexander Bartlet, son of Alexander (2).
was born Dec. 31, 1822, in Scotland, and being
but five years old when his father died he was
taken to the home of his mother's brother. In
1841 he came to Ontario, and in October of that
year locateu in Amherstburg, where he followed
contracting and building for thirteen years, and
then for a period was engaged in the Dougall
lumber yards. In 1858 he was elected clerk of
the municipality of Windsor, being the second
incumbent of that office, his predecessor being
John Stewart. This position Mr. Bartlet most
acceptably filled until 1879. The year previous
he had been appointed police magistrate, and
that responsible position he has held ever since,
advancing years but giving him more experience.
For thirty-five years he was secretary-treasurer
of the board of education .
. In 1851 1\fr. Bartlet married Helen Noble,
daughter of James Noble, of Scotland.
She
passed away in 1882, leaving children as follows: Barbara, who is the wife of James vV.
Peddie, a merchant of Windsor; Ann, 1\lrs. Andrew Braid; Noble Alexander, who is a member
of the law firm of Clarke, Bartlet & Bart-
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Clarke, Bartlet & Bartlet, was born Nov. 24,
1862, in V{indsor, son of the well-known police
magistrate, Alexander Bartlet. lie obtained his
literary education in the public schools and
Toronto University, graduating from the former
iu 1880, and from the latter in 1884, with the
degree of B.A., having taken a special course in
mathematics.
Upon completing his literar,v
studies at the University, Mr. Dartlet took up
the study of law, and in 1887 was called to the
Bar, and in the same year received his certificate
RS a solicitor.
'l'he partnership of Bartlet &
nartlet was then formed and it continued a>
ahove stated until 1892.
Politically l\Ir. Bartlet is identified with the
!Jiberal party, being the vice-president for Windsor, and takes a very active part during campaigns, not as an office seeker, but as a promoter
of the principles he deems best for the government of the country, and he exerts a strong influence.
On Jan. 12, 1892, l\fr. Bartlet was united ir
murriage with Miss Fannie II. Graham, the
youngest daughter of the late J. C. Graham, of
St. Catharines. Both l\Ir. and l\i:rs. Bartlet are
attendants ·upon the services of St. Andrew 'f
Presbyterian Church. I n Windsor, l\Ir. Bartlet
bears the reputation of a most reliable counselor
and able solicitor, and he possesses also those
qualifications which make him personally popular to a wide circle of friends.
RICHARD L. GOSNELL, a leading barrist er of the County of Kent, who for the past
twelve years has been in the active practice of
his profession in the town of Blenheim, is a de·
scendant of one of the early settled families of
the county.
The Gosnell family is of south of Ireland na·
tivity, and contrary to the general religious tendencies of the residents of that part of the Emerald Isle, they are Protestant in r eligion. Joseph
Gosnell, the grandfather of Richard L., was born
in Ireland, and there married l\Iary Webb, also
a native of that locality. In 1832, with wife and
children, l\Ir. Gosnell came to Ontario, stoppin1!
for a season in Toronto. His journey there
ended, his death taking place the same year. The
bereaved widow with her children pushed on into
the County of Kent and located in 1833 in Orford township, where some of the. desccndantf.
are still living. The children of J oseph and
Mary Gosnell were: Joseph, George, Lawrence
and Henry, all deceased; James, the father of
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Richard I.~., still living; F rances and Ann, de~
ceased; Sarah, ?~Irs. James Ostrande1, living in
the State of Illinois; Ellen, l\Irs. Reycraft, of Or:
ford, deceased; and l\Iary (twin' to Sarah), whc
died in infancy, in Ireland.
J.\liES· Gos~ELL, fifth son of Joseph, was born
in Ireland, April 25, 1822, and accompanied his
parents to Ontario in 1832, remaining with his
mother after the death of his father, and assisting her until his own marriage, in 184-, to
Elizabeth Salter, daughter of Thomas Salter, also
of Irish 'extraction. After their marriage l\Ir.
and 'Mrs. James Gosnell settled on a farm in Orford township, County of Kent, where they havr.
passed together more than half a century, and
are still surviving, surrounded by their many
friends. To them were born the following named
children: Susan Ann married David Lattim<>r
of Howard township, and both are now deceased.
Thomas S. married l\Iaud Walker, and resides in
Winnipeg, where he is collector of inland revenue; their only daughter bears the name of Eileen. Joseph, who resides at DeKalb, State of
Illinois, m.arried Mary ~fills aud their three
children are Byron '\V., Richard Roy and Glenn.
William A., who resides in Ridgetown, married
Allie Mitton, and they have one son, H al. John
J. is unmarr\ed and resides on the old homPstead in Orford. George G. died at the age of
twenty-two years. Richard L . is mentioned below. ~fary Elizabeth is still at home.
Richard L. Gosnell was born May 17, 1863
on the old homestead in Orford township, wherr
he grew to manhood, alternately employed in as.
sisting on the farm and attending school. H l'
began t eaching when not more than seventet:>n
years of age; and followed that profession for
three years, after which he entered the Ridgetown Collegiate Institute, preparatory to the
study of law. In the fall of 1884 he found the
opportunity to begin his legal studies with X
:Mills, of Ridgetown, later entering the office of
Foy & Kelly, of Toronto, and after passing his
necessary examinations, with great credit, was
called to the Bar, in November, 1889. On J an.
10, .1890, l\Ir. Gosnell announced himself ready
for practice in Blenheim, and was so cordially
.r eceived that it has been his home ever since.
Since 1889 l\Ir. Gosnell has been notary pub.
lie. · By the r equest and solicitation of the council of Blenheim he was appointed, June 23, 1891
police magistrate of the town, and ably performed the duties of that office until his resignation, which took place Aug. 1, 1902. Since set·
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tling in Blenheim he has been active in politics, gation Notre Dame, of Quebec; Abelard and Gasnot as a candidate for office, but in furthering pat·d, of Lowell, Massachusetts; and Elia, dethe causes of his friends and the interests of hif ceased. The mother of this family passed away
party. He is ex-president of the East Kent Re- at the age of sixty years.
form Association, having held that office for one
J. D. Arthur Deziel was born April12, 1844,
term. Mr. Gosnell is one of the trustees of the at Joliette, in the Province of Quebec, and reRidgetown Collegiate Institute, appointed by the ceived excellent educational advantages at I;evis,
county council in 1901, being one of the three ncar Quebec. When he attained manhood, he
county l'epresentatives on the board. In frater· began his business life as a merchant on Woodnallife he has also been prominent, and is a lead· ward avenue, Detroit, in 1870, and for fifteen
ing member of the I.O.O.F. and the Masons, hav. years continued in that line, when failing health
ing passed through the chairs in both of these necessitated his retirement for a year of recuperation. I n 1887 he purchased a fine farm in
orders.
In 1\Iareh, 1892, 1\fr. Gosnell was united in Rochester township, Lot 6, ·west River, Ruscom,
marriage with Miss Lillie, daughter of William which has been his home ever since. Mr. Deziel
Tape, and granddaughter of Thomas Tape, well- . has always been interested in politics, and has
known citizens of H oward and Orford township.: been considered a very valuable •adjunct o£ the
respectively. 1\fr. and Mrs. Gosnell are mem· I;iberal party, being an effective campaign
bers of the Methodist Church, in which they arc speaker and a successful party worker. He is
active, as they are also in the pleasant social en- vice-president of the Liberal party of the County
joyments of the town, where both are most highly of Essex, and has done effective work in this
esteemed.
connection. During 1890-91-92 he was clerk
of his township, and was reeve during 1893-94J. D. ARTHUR DEZIEL, <:lerk .of the Sev- 95, •and in 1896 he became county councillor. I n
enth Division Court, of the County of Essex, 1900 he was elected . warden of the County of
and a prominent political worker, is a most Essex, and on Dec. 1, 1901, he was appointed
highly regarded citiz~n of Windsor. He is a clerk of the Seventh Division Court of the
descendant of an old French family of the county, with office at Windsor. This brought to
Dominion, the Deziel family having been the city a man who is most highly . regarded in
founded in Canada by two brothers, Pierre and social, religious and public life.
Gabriel Deziel, who came hither from France
In 1877 1\fr. D.eziel was married to Miss Elin 1768. The former settled on a farm near mira, daughter of Henry and Mary E. (CamQuebec, but soon afterward accepted a position pau) Lacroix, of Detroit, and to this union have
offered him in that city, and there he lived, · been born six children, as follows : Louis, Marie,
married and died.
Eva, Lea, Leo and J ulie. The religious connecGabriel Deziel settled at 'r hree Rivers, Que· t ion of the family is with the Roman Catholic
bee, and purchased a farm upon which he passed Church.
his life. His son, Gabriel ( 2), was the grand· Mr. Deziel is not only a man of literary tastes
father of J . D. A. Deziel, of Windsor. Gabriel and cultured inclinations, but he also desires to
Deziel (2) was born in 1776, at Three Rivers, advance education in the community in which
married a Miss Champoux, and had born to he finds ·a home. H is own children have been
him the following children: Gabriel, Godfrey, given every advantage and have been thoroughJoseph David, Joseph, Moses, Louis de Gon- ly instructed in both the French and English
zaque (the father of 1\fr . Deziel) and Sophie languages, both at Chatham and at Quebec.
(the youngest).
They are also highly accomplished in music and
Louis de Gonzaque Deziel was born in 1821, in those graces which give a passport into the
at Maskinonge, and spent the greater part of best society. Their home is one of culture and
his life at J oliette, where he was a notary public refinement, one of the ideal homes of Windsor.
for many years, and where he died in 1891. He
married Julie Landry, daughter of Francois
ALBERT C. LANGLOIS, a prominent citi·
Landry, and children as follows were born to zen of Windsor, is a representative of hvo of the
them: J. D. Arthur; L. Ansel me, who is a priest earliest settled families of Windsor. The names
at Beauport, near Quebec; Elmezime, who mar- of Langlois and Ouellette are identified with all
ried a Michaud; St. David, sister of the Congre- the early history of this locality. J ean Baptiste

CO:\L\IEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
Ouellette, the great-great-grandfather of our subject, on the maternal side of the family, wae
born in 1740, at Quebec, and at Sandwich he married a member of the Goyeau family, also an old
one, and their three children were: J ean Baptiste, Francois and Charles.
Francois Ouellette settled in what is now the
County of Kent, while his brothers settled in the
County of Essex, all of them becoming successful
fanners.
Charles Langlois· was born in the County of
Essex about 1772, and he married Margaret Dumouchelle, a native also pf Essex, and they had
these children born to them: Vital; Jean Baptiste, who married Leonora Lemay; Euphrasie,
who married Cyrille J anisse; Madeleine, who
married Charles Cloutier (first) and Daniel Goyeau (second); Agatha, who first married Jacques
Reaume, and second, Edward Boismier; and
Theresa, who married Basil Pepin.
Vital Ouellette married Emelie Cecil. She
was born Oct. 10, 1802, daughter of Antoine and
Julie (Campeau) Cecil. 'rhey had these children: ( 1 ) Artemisia F. is the mother of Albert
C. Langlois. (2) Hercule married Zoe Boismier,
and both are deceased. Their children were :
lledwige, wife of J. llfarentette; Albert, who
married Annie Menard; Rose, who married
Charles Beuglet; Albina, unmarried; Albertine,
who married Edward Horn; Alfred, unmarried;
and Josephine, who married Allen· :McCrae. (3)
Charles E. died unmarried. (4) Noe, and (5)
Henri, twins, are both deceased. ( 6) Achille A. i~
deceased. (7) Virginia lives at Windsor. Vital
Ouellette was a large farmer, his property extending from the Detroit river, south on both
sides of what is now Ouellette avenue.
The Ouellette family was united to the Lang-·
lois family by the marriage of Artemisia to Noe
Langlois, who was a direct descendant of Joseph
Langlois, who settled in the County of Essex in
early pioneer days. He owned the Mercer street
farm which is now covered by a part of Wind.
sor. ' Of his children, Alexis settled in what IE
now Sandwich West; two sons settled in Malden; one in Sandwich East; one in the State of
Missouri; and a daughter at South Bend, State
of Indiana.
Alexis Langlois, son of Joseph, had chil~ren
as follows: Alexis; Joseph ; Jacques; Antome;
Pierre; Dominique; Fanny, wife of Jean Baptiste J anisse; and one who married Jacques Meloche.
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·Dominique Langlois, son of .Alexis, had two
children, Mary Louise, who married David Bissonette; and Noe, father of our subject.
To Noe and Artemisia (Ouellette) L anglois
were born the following children: Albert C., who
married (first) Anastasia Twomey, and (second)
Sebry Cousineau, and had children-Myda, Eugene, Alban and Amanda (deceased); Rosalie,
who married Dr. Langlois, and has two children
- Beatrice and Wilfred; Albeny, who married
Claire Montreuil, and has children-Leo, Ethel,
Claire Marie and Cyrille; Samuel N., who married Fannie Myers.
This record gives the lineage of some of the
well-known r esidents of this part of Ontario.
DUFF. The earliest records of the Duff
family relate to Fife Macduff, who about A.D.
834, gave valuable assistance to Kenneth II.,
King of Scotland, in his warfare against the
Picts. He is the recognized progenitor of the
family, and Macduff, the 'l'hane of Fife, celebrated in the drama of :Macbeth, as well as th€
Duffs of Moldavid, were the descendants of the
common ancestor.
David Duff, of Moldavid, received his charter
under the Great Seal of Scotland, from King
Robert III., which bears the date, Feb. 4, 1404:
The family in Canada trace their descent
from the Rev. William D uff, a direct descendant
from David Duff, of Moldavid.
He 'vas ordained in 1754, and was minister at Foveran,
Aberdeenshire, from 1775 until his death, which
occurred Feb. 23, 1815. His children were:
Alexander, William, Robert, Isabella, Helen,
1\fargaret and J ean. Isabella and Helen both
died unmarried, the former at the age of seventy-two years (Nov. 16, 1847), and the latter on
Sept. 24, 1848, at the age of seventy-six. Margaret married a Mr. P erry, and Jean married
John Booth, of the Aberdeen Chronicle, in 1809,.
and left several children: Patrick, a· clergyman
at Inverloithern ; William, a lawyer; John, an
army surgeon; a~d Alexande~ who went to Australia.
Of the sons of William Duff, one, Robert,
went to India; the other two, Alexander and
William, came to Upper Canada, about 1798.
William settled in the township of 1\falden, in the
County of Essex, and Alexander took up a large
tract of land in the townships of Harwich and
Colchester.
Alexander Duff was married Jan. 20, 1801:
at Sandwich, to Phillis Grant, daughter of Alex-
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ander Grant, and granddaughter of the eighth \Vitnesses Present:
Laird of Clenmoriston, her fnther being the third
"Alexr Grant"
"1\!. Elliott';
son of the Laird. He was born in 1734; after
three years of service in the Royal Navy he was
" W m 1\!ills"
'' Alexr l\lcMullen''
commissioned ensign in the :\Iontgomel'ie High.
"J. B. Barthe"
landers, Jan. 4, 1 i 57; sailed for America, arriv''Arch Lyons''
ing at H alifax, :\fay 28, 1758; served in the ex"Mary Hands"
pedition against Fort Duquesne; Lieutenant in
"Archange Grant"
1759, and . served under Amherst in expedition
"Alice Askin"
against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, having
command of a sloop of war of sixteen guns on
"Isabella Grant"
Lake Champlain.
In 1764 the l\lontgomerie
"David Cowan"
Highlanders were disbanded, and Lieutenant
Another docull;lent of historical interest is a
Grant was appointed commodore of the King's commission in the·· North East Regiment of the
vessels on Lake Erie. In 1776 he obtained a County of Essex, granted to the said Alexander
grant of 5,000 acres in Charlotte County, be· D uff. The commission reads as follows:
tween Crown Point and 'l'icondoroga. In 1805
Alexander Grant Esquire, Lieutenant of and
he administered the government of Canada during the absence of the Lieutenant-Governor. He
for the County of Essex, authorized and appointed by His Excellency P eter Hunter
died May 18, 1813, in his eightieth year, at his
residence, Grosse Pointe, Detroit, and was buriPd
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor of IIis Maat Sandwich. He was married Sept. 30, 1774, tc
jesty's Province of Upper Canada, by virtue
Theresa, daughter of Charles Barthe and ~Iarie
of and conformably to the Powers and Pro.
vissions in a certain Act of the Legislatut·e
Theresa Campeau. She died Nov. 11, 1810. The
marriage certificate, a time-worn document, i~
of this Pt·ovince contained and pas.'!cd in
the thirty third year of the reign of IIis
inserted here with a view .to its preservation
Present 1\Iajesty.
and to preserve the memory of the persons who
officiated at the ceremony, names that were fa.
'l'o ALEXANDER DUFF, EsQUIRE.
miliar in the early history of that part of the
Reposing e.'!pecial trust and confidence in
County of Essex, included in what was then
your loyalty, courage and eonduct to do His Ma. called the Western District :
Upper Canada,
jesty's good and lawful service, by virtue of the
Western District.
said authority given unto me by said Peter Hunter Esquire, Lieutenant Governor of the ProWHEREAS Alexander Duff of Sandwich and
Phillis Grant of the same place w~>re desirous v~nce aforesaid and in pursuance of the said A'!t
of intermarrying with each other and t h ere be· of the Legislature, I have nominated, constituteu,
ing no pat·son or minister of the Church of Eng· appointed anc.l given commission, and by these
land living within eighteen miles of them or ,presents do nominate, constitute, appoint and
either of them t hey have applied to me for t hat give commission to you, the said Alexander Duff
purpose: No\v these are to certify that in pursu- E squire to be a. Captain of a company in the
ance of the powers granted by an Act of tht• North East R egiment of the said County.
You are therefore to take the said Company
Legislature of this Province passed in the thir·
ty-third year of IIis Majesty's reign, I William into your care and charge as captain thereof and
Hand'! one of His l\Iajesty's Justices of thr duly to train, exercise and discipline the inferior
Peace having caused the previous notice by the officers and other persons armed and arrayed ·>r
statute required to be g'iven have this day mar- to be armed and arrayed in the same according
ried the said Alexander Duff and Phillis Grant to the Rules and Discipline of War, and the directoge ther and they are become legally contracted tions of the said .Act of the Legislature. And J
to each other in marriage.
do hereby command them and every
of
them to Obey you as their Captain. And you are
· Sandwich 20th J anuary 1801.
"William Hands"
to observe and follow such orders and directions
J.P. W.D. as you shall from time to t ime receive from the
"A1exander Duff"
Governor, me, His Excellency's Lieutenants, or
"Phillis Duff"
any other your superior Officers pursuant to the
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1
trust hereby reposed in you and your duty to His
Majesty.
Given under my hand and seal at Amherstburg this 20th day of l\fay in thP. second year of
the reign of our Sovereign Lord George thl!
Third, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith etc., and in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and Two.
"Alexr Grant,"
L. of the County of Essex.
Alexander Duff died in· .June, 1809, at the
age of thirty-nine years, and was buried in the
Church of England cemetery at Amherstburg,
his tombstone being the oldest one at present to
be found there. He left surviving him his widow
and three children, namely: Alexander Dutl',
William Duff and Theresa.
Captain Alexander Duff was born Feb. 231
1802, and on March 29, 1824, was married tc
Delia Donovan, born June 4, 1804. IJe engaged
in mercantile business in A.mherstburg, which h~
carried on for many years. About 1840 he purchased Lot 4, Concession 1, township of Anderdon, known as Forest Grove, where he erected
the residence on the Detroit river now occupied
by his son, H enry G. Duff. He died May 15,
1877, leaving surviving him his widow, who
died April 4, 1881.
The children of Alexander Duff were:
(1) Alexander, born April 16, 1825, died
leaving one son, Walter.
(2) William, born March 7, 1827, died unmarried.
(3) Robert, born Feb. 25, 1830, died unmar·
ried.
(4) Archibald Grant, born June 3, 1832, died
unmarried.
(5) Eliza, born March 3, 1834, was lost on the
steamer "Atlantic," Aug. 20, 1852, on the way
from Buffalo to Detroit, in a collision with the
steamer "Ogdensburg," off Long Pointe, Lake
Erie. 'In this accident a great many of the passengers and cre'v of the passenger steamer ''Atlantic" were lost.
·
( 6) Delia, born nfay 31, 1836, married Henry
Peto, of London, Ont., son of the Rev. James
Peto, vicar of Preston, Faversham, Kent, England, June 13, 1855. Mrs. Peto died Sept. 6,
1898. The children of this mal'fiage were:
Henry James Thomas, born l\Iarch 6, 1858, married Fannie Paine, Nov. 23, 1884, and has a son,
H arold Frederick Leslie; Mary Ann Lawes mar-

ried John K. H. Pope, l\Iay 23, 1888, a nd theit•
children are : 1\eville Peto, John Kernick and
l\fary Helen; Predcrick George, born July 27,
1861, married E thel Theodora Good, Aug. 2:>,
1894, and their children are: Oswald Koella,
Muriel Evelyn Stuart and Rowena Duff; Charles
Grant died in infancy; Delia Fielder, born June
7, 18i0, married John II. A. Beattie, l\ov. 8.
1894, and their children are: Rll~sell Hilton and
Frederick John; Arthur Bell died in infancy;
and Percival Hilton was born l\Iay 1, 18i6.
(7) John Colborne, born Dec. 6, 1838, resided
on the homestead until 1861, when he took up
sailing as an occupation and .followed it until
1874, being then second officer of the steam tug
"Champion," when, in the dischar~e of his duties, he met with a serious necident which incapa<'itated him from further fo!lowing his choseu .
occupation. H e is now postmaster at Oordo:1.
In 1884 he married Geor~ina l\fclntosh (now deceased), by whom he had three children: AnDie
Theresa, born Aug. 2, 1886; John Mcintosh, bom
July 4, 1888; and H arry Donovan, born Juno!
25, 1891. Both ,John Colborne Duff and Henry
G. Duff were members of the volunteer force and
served rluring the F enian Raid as special patrols
between Windsor and Lake St. Clair.
'(8) HENRY GEORGE DUFF, born Dec. 6, 1841,
resided at. the old homestead, Forest Grove, until
1861, when he chose sailing as an occupation,
which he followed until 1865, his last sailing being as mate and sailing master of the "E. :M.
Peek."
In 1865 ' he established, in company
with '"· II. Gatfield, the well-1-.-nown marine reporting agency of Duff & Gatfield, at the Lime
Kiln Crossing, on the Detroit river, which partnership still exists. On J an. 24, 1883, he married 1\Iary Archange Cunningham, daughter of
the late Henry H. Cunningham, of Anderdon,
stnd granddaughter of Capt.· Cunnin~ham. 'l'o
this union have been born four children, namely:
Mary Delia Donovan, born Nov. 19, 1883; Alexander Keone, born J an. 9, 1888 ; Jessie· Victoria
Henrietta, born Jan. 8th, 1891; anti Henrr
Grant, born Oct. 25, 1895.
(9) Annie Theresa, born Oct. 6, 1843, married Frederick E. Elliott, of Elliott's Point,
Malden, Dec. 6, 1876, and died :March 1, 1!100.
(10) 'Maria Julia was born Oct. 17, 1845.
As already stated, the other two children of
Capt. Alexander Duff were W'illiam Duff and
Theresa.
William Duff, born April 30, 1804, married
Angel .Cawthorn, F eb. 25, 1831. 'I'heir children
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were: Alexnnder George, born Jan. 21, 18321
maN'ied and had children: Sarah Harriett, born
April 20, 1833, was drowned in Chippawa Creek
April 23, 1837; Robert Oilkinson, born Oct. 7,
1842, married and had children : Phillis Ann,
born Dec. 5, 1844, is residing in l\Iichigan; Mary
Elizabeth Woods, born Oct. 27, 1847, marriea
Henry Rogers, and bad children.
Theresa, the daughter of Capt. Alexander
Duff, married Gilbert McMicken, well known in
the County of Essex. . He was commissioner of
Crown Lands in the Dominion Government, and
went to Manitoba, where he t ook a prominent
part in the early development and history of
Winnipeg, being a member of the First Legislative Council and Speaker of the First Legislature
of the Province of Manitoba. His children are :
Alexander, ex-mayor of Winnipeg; George, who
died at Winnipeg, unmarried; Theresa, who
died young; and Hamilton G., born July 10,
1846, who married Nellie Brown, Aug. 18, 1873.
Hamilton G. Mcl\Iicken was for many years agent
for the Great Northern Railway at St. Paul and
Toronto, and in 1898 was sent to London, England, as European Traffic Agent for the great
Northern Railway, which position he still holds.
His living children are: Grant, born J une 6,
1876, residing at Seattle; George, born Sept. 13,
1878 ; Ann 'l'heresa, born Sept. 15, 1880; Ellen
Margaret, born Sept. 2, 1882-all of whom are
unmarried and at present residing in London,
England.

..'

THE D ESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM DUFF, SECOND
SoN OJJ' THE REv. WILLIAM D l;FF, OF FoVERAN.-
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Wil\inm Duff, son of the Rev. William Duff, of
Foveran, was married Jan. 25, 1810, to Susanna,
daughter of Gregor McGregor, first sheriff of
Detroit. Of this marriage there were born: William G., Margaret, Susan Ann, J ames, Robert,
Alexander, Charles Mcintosh, Isabella, J ane and
Catherine, all of whom died unmarried, except
William G. ·and Alexander.
William G. Duff married Ann Richardson,
nnd bad one child, Ann Theresa, who arrived at
maturity. She married Raymond Lacroix, and
they had the following children : Raymond, Minnie, Stella and Josepl1ine, all unmarried.
Alexander Duff married J essie Augusta,
daughter of Alexander Hamilton, sheriff of Niagara ' District. Of thi$ marriage were born :
J essie Augusta (unmarried) and William Alexander Hamilton Duff, who married Barbara Almira Brown, and had children: Almira H elen1

Jessie Owen, Catharine Hamilton, William Alexander, Walter Raymond, Hunter Charles, Ethel
Maud and Miles 0 'Reilly.
.Almira Helen married P eter Hunter Hamilton, a grandson of the late Peter Hunter Ham·
ilton, after whom the city of Hamilt on was
named. The children of this marriage are Hunter Alexander and William F erdinand Duff. J essie Owen married James George Radenhurst
Wainwright, and their children are Almira Mar·
garet and J ames Hamilton.
·
William Duff, the grandfather of W. A. H.
Duft', wns for over forty years an officer of the
Barracks and Ordnance Department in charge at
Fort llfalden, County of Essex, and among the
valued relics in the possession of W. A. H. Duff
arc the sword and uniform of his grandfather.
PETER HETHERINGTON, a retired resident of Kingsville, Gosfield South, County of
Essex, Ont., represents one of the first families
to settle in Romney township, County of Kent,
and in that township spent his active life.
Mr. Hetherington's father, also named Peter,
was born in the County of Northumberland,
England, and as a boy in his teens, came to
America in the year 1817, with a party whose
members included Robert Coatsworth, the Rob·
insons and the Dawsons. He took up a tract
of land in Romney township, just west of the
Capt. Coatsworth place, and began clearing. At
first he lived with Robert Coatsworth, who w·as
a relative by marriage, having wedded J ane
Hetherington, but he finally erected a log house
on the ridge and cleared the first foot of land
on that lot. Later he was assisted in the work
of clearing by his sons. His death occuned on
that place, in September, 1877, when he was
eighty-three years of •age. His first marriage,
which occurred in Gosfield, was to Julianna Fox,
eldest child of Michael and Elizabeth Fox. She
was born in 1806 and died in 1846. His second
wife was a widow, Ann Fox, and to them was
bor-n one child, William, who is a retired farmer
at Wheatley, Ont.; he married Eliza Malott, and
they have had three children, Nettie; Manora
(deceased) and Agatha. The children by the
first marriage were as follows: John (deceased)
married J ane Stewart, and they had four children, Colin, M:ar y, Oliver and Peter. Thomas
·(deceased) married Jane RobinSon and lived in
Romney township; they had one son, Howard.
Michael, who •lived at Leamington until his
death, married Jane Lane, and had children,
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Alwilda, J ason, Edith, Sarah, Winnifrede and C. Renwick bas been a prominent man, has been
Cecil. Elizabeth married Jonas Robinson and reeve of Romney township, township clerk and
had two children, Ilenry and Mary .J. Peter is treasurer, school trustee for many years, and
mentioned below. William died young. Josiah is secretary of the Kent and Essex Fire Insurdied young. Julianna (deceased) married Jos- ance Co. He is a local preacher of the Metheph Little, and had two children, Mary and odist Church, of which he and his wife have
Elizabeth. Mary is the widow of William Shel- been members for many years, and he has served
don, of Leamington. Miss Sarah Jane resides in many years as steward and superintendent of
Leamington. Charles, who resides in Romney the Sunday-school. He ·and his wife have had
township, married Mary Metcalf and has two the following named children: Jonathan, a farmchildren, Jessie and Harrison. Caroline (de- er of Romney township, married Jane Malott,
ceased) married Albert Getty, and bad one child, who is now deceased; they had seven children,
Maud.
Minnie, Harriet, Leslie, Forest, Ida, Jennie and
Peter Hetherington was born on the home- Manson. Joseph, a farmer of Romney township,
stead in Romney township Oct: 10, 1831, and married Celina Fox, and they have had one
there grew to manhood, assisting in clearing son, Charles. Ann is the wife of Peter Heththe land, and bearing more than his part in the erington. Catlierine mn;rried Salem West, and
work. In time he came into possession of the both are deceased ; they had two children, Frank
east half of the homestead, and upon that prop· and Helena. Thomas, who is engaged in farmerty he erected all the buildi:qgs, converting it ing in the United States, married Amelia Orton,
into a fine place. There be resided until 1886, and they have had one child, Grace. John, rewhen he sold to John Renwick, and on May siding on the old homestead, married Elizabeth
4th of that year came to Kingsville, where he Chester, and they have had three children, Fredpurchased a nice home •and has since resided, erick, Alice and George. Hannah is the wife of
having retired from his labors after many years Enoch Learn, a machinist, and has her home in
of hard work, earning the rest he is now taking. Portland, Oregon.
1\ir. Hetherington was :first married, Sept.
14, 1856, in Gos:field, t o Charlotte, daughter of
WESLEY GILES MORSE, one of the proPhilip Fox. Their only child, Solomon, died minent men of Leamington, comes of an old and
in infancy. After the death of Mrs. Charlotte honored fami~y of the County of Essex. He
Hetherington .Mr. Hetherington was married on was· born in Jefferson County, New York, Jan.
Jan. 25, 1870, to Miss Ann Renwick, eldest 18, 1836, son of Alpheus and EJecta (Priest)
daughter of T. C. Renwick, of Romney town- Morse, and was reared at home, acquiring a fair
ship, and to this union have come: Lucinda education in the common schools, and in a priCharlotte, born Sept. 21, 1875, who died in vate school at 'Windsor, Ont. .As he grew older
February, 1886; H ulda J anet, born Oct. 6, 1879, he was associated with his father in a lumber
who died May 2, 1889 ; and Vida Loretta., born business, and at the time of the latter's death,
July 9, 1886, at home. Mr. Hetherington and when \Veslcy was nearly twenty years of age, the
his family are members of the Kingsville Meth- young man took a trip to Minnesota and Wisconodist Church, and when the beautiful new church sin, intending to take up laud. But not being
. edifice was erected .Mr. Hetherington served very favorably impressed with the country he did not
efficiently upon the building committee. In years make a permanent location, engaging in several
past he served upon the school board as trustee, lines of business for two or three years, and then
and has always been a Reformer in politics.
returning to Leamington. Soon after his return
Mrs. Ann (Renwick) Hetherington was born home he married Miss Isabella Robson, of l\fersea
March 24, 1851, in Romney township, County of township, daughter of 'l'homas Robson, who came
Kent, daughter of Thomas C. and Mary (Rob- to Ontario from Northumberlandshire, England,
inson) Renwick, both of that township, where about 1834. · Thomas Robson died at Sandwich
they have long been farming people. Her grand- about 1847; he was a. veteran of the 1837 Rebel·
parents, Thomas and Ann (Robinson) Renwick, lion.
After his marriage Mr.. :Morse purchased 11
of England, were married in that country, and
came to the County of Kent, Ont., in 1815, tak- farm in the 1st Concession, in Mersea township,
ing up 200 acres of land in Romney township, ·and engaged in farming. However, after six
where they made a permanent home. Thomas years, he sold his pr!)perty and bought another
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farm, Lot 2, same Concession, which he still
owns. Until1886 this farm was his home, but at
that date he left a son to manage the property,
and located in Leamington. 'l'he year following
his removal to town Mr. Morse was appointed
township treasurer, and has served continuously
in that office ever since. lie has also served as
treasurer and bookkeeper for the mercantile firm
of W. 0. Franklin & Co., of Leamington. At the
time of the incorporation of L eamington, Mr.
:Morse wes a member of the village council. For
some time he has been a member of the town
schoQl board, as well as a membet· of the high
school board, nnd h e has always been very prominently identified with all measures tPnding toward an improvement in existing conditions. In
politics he is a stant;h I1iberal, and supports the
principles and cnnd idate!'l of his party.
. :Mr. and .Mrs. Morse have children as follow!;!: Judson A., who resides on the farm, ma1:rieCI J essie Wigle, and has one son, Arthur. Elmer H., a merchant of Wallaceburg, Ont., married J osephine Lowes, and they have four chi!dren, Edgerton, Claud, Clarence and llfally.
Mary Ella. married Thomas Fleming, a farmer
of Mersea township, and they have two daughters, J ennie and :Margery. Lulan S., a merchant
of Dover Center, Ont., married Ada "Willmore,
and has one son, Clarence. There were two
other children, now deceased, Clara B. and
Electa J., the latter of whom married William
Silkirk, and died leaving five children-John A.,
Catherine, Imogene, Lloyd and Elmer. FraternA1lv Mr. Morse is a member of the A.O.U.W.
For.the past thirty years he has been a consistent
and active member of the Baptist Church, and
he has served as deacon for a long period.

i

):i
,

•

COl\E\IEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

~

'

I

f
•

t

j

t

JOSEPH P. CASGRAI N, a well-known and
much respected resident of \Yindsor, who has
been connected with the railway mail servicE' for
, more than twenty-five years, is descended from
one of the old and prominent families of the
County of Essex. His father, Senator C. E. Casgrain, has long been a distinguished citizen of
Ontario, and extended mention of his family
and ancestry will be found elsewhere.
J oseph P. Casgr ain was born March 16, 1861,
in Sandwich, County of Essex, and he was pri·
marily educated in the public schools of his native place, and later he completed the collegiate
wurtc at Assumption College in Sandwich, ent ering then the employ of the Windsor _Gas Company, with which concern he remained for a

periotl of six months. Jwalizing then that advancement would be slow in that capacity, he
turned his attention to other fields and accepted
a clerical position with the hardware firm of
Nevenx Brothe1·s, of Windsor, and remained with
this firm for three year<~.
On 11Isrch 9, 1882, J.\Ir. Casgrnin received his
appointment as railwey mail clerk, on .ltccount of
the interest shown in him by the late l--Ion. John
0 'Conner, who was then Postmaster General. Mr.
Ca:.grain made b is first run on the above-named
ilatt:, this being between Ridgetown and St.
Thomas. Since then he has been stationed between Windsor and London, and he had for his
associate B. D. D. Rorison. H e has the confidence and esteem of all with whom he comes in
contact, he and his associate giving the utmost
satisfaction.
On Nov. 7, 1900, Mr. Casgrain was marri1~d
to 1\'Iiss Alice Marcon, daughter of the late Frank
E. l\farcon. They are both faithful members of
the Roman Catholic Church. In pol itics he is
identified with the Conservative party, while fraternally he is connected 'vith the C.O.F.
CAPT. JAMES W: STEINHOFF, of Wallaceburg, County of Kent, Ont., has long been
identified with the best interests of that plac6t
and is now president of the glass works, director
of the Beet Sugar Co., and director of the Wallaceburg Cooperage Co., the latter being conducted under the style of Steinhoff & Gordon. He
is also actively engaged in the l umber interests
of the locality, and owns and operates a large
mill at Ontonagon, Michigan, while he owns and
operates an electric light plant and sawmill at
Tweed, Ontario.
Capt. Steinhoff was born at St. ~homas,
Ont., Oct. 1, 1834, son of John and Mary Ann .
(Ousterhout) Steinhoff, of Pennsylvania and
Michigan, respectively, who came to the County
of Kent at an early day. By calling the father
was a farmer. In 1836 he located in Howard
township,· County o£ Kent, on the town line,
and for some years r ented land, later removing
to Chatham, Ont., where he engaged in teaming until 1848, at which time he again took up
farming, purchasing a small property at W allacebur g. There h is death occurred in 1863,
when he was fifty-four years of age. His
widow survived until 1887, dying at the age
of eighty years. He was buried in Wallaceburg, and Mrs. Steinhoff in Goderich. They
died in the faith of the Methodist Church. The
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children born of their union, all now deceased
but James Vf., were as follows: :Matilda married 1\fr. Butler; Sarah Jane married (first)
Andrew Craig, and (second) Aaron Gordon;
Caroline married John Bachus; Capt. James \Y.
is mentioned below; Andrew married Elizabeth,
the daughter of Capt. Alexander :McDonnell,
and died in W allaceburg i Hannah married Edward Parker. The paternal grandparents were
of Holland birth, early settled in Pennsylvania,
and died in Canada.
In .1860, in Chatham, Ont., Capt. Steinhoff
married Anna Purser, and there were born to
them five children, all of whom died in infancy.
rrhey adopted a daughter, Miss Eva K., who
has lived with them from infancy. Mrs. Steinhoff was born in Kent, England, a daughter o.f
James Purser, and sister of Cornelius Purser,
of Dover township.
James W. Steinhoff came to Wallaceburg
with his parents. When. he began the battle of
life for himself he lived in true pioneer style,
cooking in a shanty. The next fall he drove n
team in the "lumber district. For some time
prior to this, when only ten years of age, he had
<!arried the mail between Chatham and Stony
Point, a distance of twenty-five miles, driving
that distance and back the same day. He also
drove a stage for a year between London, Ont.,
.and Chatham, and early learned to be self-reliant
and capable. For one season he served as cook
on a vessel plying between Chatham and Kingston, after which he became the cook for forty
Frenchmen at Wallaceburg, for which work he
received foui'teen dollars per month. Later he
drove a team for the sawmills at that point, and
still later worked in the mills as a sawyer. The
same winter he again engaged in teaming, and
helped to draw the largest stock of timber ever
hauled in Canada, driving four head of horses
in front of seventeen yoke of oxen; the log
(white 'oak) was 7x52 feet before squaring, and
made a square stick 41x42 inches; it was hauled
to within one and one-half miles of Wallaceburg.
'When he was twenty years of age Capt.
Steinhoff entered into the sailing business, pur~
chasing a scow with his savings, and after that
bought cordwood, which he took to Detroit and
disposed of, continuing along these lines for
thirty years. During this time he greatly enlarged his business, adding other scows, and
building a number himself, among which mny
be named the "Oriental," "John Druce''
(barge) "Belknapp" (barge), "Mary Ann"
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(barge) and "Brandywine" (bar .e), as well a~·
the sailing vessel "Anna Steinho , " in which
he carried barley between Chatha$ and Toledv.
Shortly before his marriage the Captain sailed
the steamboat" Islander" between Chatham and
Detroit. At W allaceburg he built several steamers, the ''Dominion'' (which was launched on
the first Dominion Day, and ran between Chatham and Detroit), "P. E. McKerrall," "\V. S.
Ireland" and "J. \V. Steinhoff," on which latter he carried Lord and Lady Dufferin and
their party from Detroit to Sarnia, and thence
to Goderich. She ran regularly between Chatham and Detroit, and ou excursions to various
ports of Ontario, and is now in Toronto, and
known as the "Garden City." The last boat he
built was the steamer ''Ariadne.''
In 1887 the Captain retired from his sailing
ventures, but did not dispose of his last boat
until 1902. Upon retiring from what had prac.
tically been his life business Capt. Steinhoff
began to .look after his properties, now giving
special attention to the glass works, which give
employment to 400 people, and also to his realty
holdings, which are very large. Ile has a num.
ber o£ fine farms in the Colinties of Kent and
Lambton, comprising in all 2,560 acres, and h~
owns also 2,520 acres in Alabama and M:issis·
sippi. It may be safely said that there is scarce·
ly any local enterprise of merit in which Capt.
Steinhoff is not interested or of which he has not
been a promoter. As a member of the SteinhoiY
IIinnegan Co. he is a director of the flax mill
at Wallaceburg, established in 1896. For :tlf.
teen years he was in the private banking business
as a member of the firm of Steinhoff & Lillie,
which was dissolved in 1894.
Capt. Steinhoff's political career has been
marked, he having been honored by election to
the office of mayor, and he enjoys the distinction
of having been the first man to occupy that
p.osition in Wallaeeburg. He served in the city
council for three years; and during his term of
service in that body, as well as during his ad.
ministration as mayor, many of the notable im.
provements in the cityr were made, while the
result of his foresight, wisdom and executive
ability is to be found on every side. The snc.
cess of his business ventures attests to his MU·
men, energy and capacity, while his genial man·
ner and courteous treatment of all account for
the fact that he is a man who makes and retains
friends and sincere admirers.
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B. D. ]), RORISON, the oldest railway mail the post office officials and with his associates,
clerk in continuous service in America, is one of and all wish him a long enjoyment of the rest
the much esteemed citizens of Windsor, and is he has surely earned.
.
a native of Kingston, Ont., born July 19, 1834.
In 1860 Mr. Rorison was married to Helen M.
H is father , B. D. D. Rorison, was born Dec. 25, Shipman, and to thi~ union were born two chil1800, at Kingston, and died at Westport, at the dren: B. D. D., who died at the age of nineteen
age of eighty-nine years. By occupation he years; and Nellie, the wife of E. B. 0. Rogers,
was both a farmer and miller. He was a son of who has three children. The mother of these
B. D. D. Rorison, who was born in Scotland, died, and the second marriage of Mr. Rorison
and was a captain of the "Scotch Grays." The was to Elizabeth B. Stokes, by whom he had
mother of our subject was Mary Kilburn, also six children, as follows: James, who is a resident
a native of Kingston, Ont., who died at the ag~ of British Columbia; Clarence Kilburn, who
of fifty-six years. She and Mr. Rorison had chil- served in the South African war in the First
dren as follows: Sarah, Jane, B. D. D., "William Canadian Regiment, and is still in South Africa,
Henry and Agnes (wife of John White).
being now in the newspaper business; Grace,
B. D. D. Rorison was but fourteen years of who married John Suckling, and has one daughage when he formed his first association with the t er; Reginald H., who resides at Winnipeg; and
post office department, under his uncle, John B. D. D. and Helen F., who are at home.
Kilburn, who was then postmaster at Brockville.
M:r. Rorison became a member of Great 'Vest\Vith this uncle he remained three years, and ern Lodge, No. 47, A. F. & A. M., of Windsor,
then spent three years in study at Victoria Col- in 1858, and with the exception of Thomas Mclege. On Nov. 11, 1856, he received the, appoint- Coy, is the oldest member of the Masonic frament as railway mail clerk, and gave faithful ternity in that city; he is also a member of the
service for a period c<>vering forty-five years, I . 0. 0. F. and the K. 0. P.
making his last trip Dec. 30, 1901. During all
REV. E. J. HODGKINSON, son of Dr.
this long term he never received an injury, and
it is a matter of comment that on this last day E. J. Hodgkinson, and Margaret Oarr, and
he came the nearest to it, the slipping of his Pastor of St. John the Evangelist's Roman
horse on the icy pavement very nearly r esulting Catholic Church, Woodslee, County of Essex,
in his being thrown into the Detroit river. His was born March 19, 1860, in Braidwood,
first trip was made between Windsor and Nia- Australia.
gara Falls:, and his last one between Windsor
Dr. Hodgkinson was born in England!, in
and London, and he was on the first mail car 1825, and his wife in I reland in 1830. They
which was attached to the Grand Trunk between were married in Australia, returning to EngToronto and ~fontreal. In the forty-five years land in 1873, whence they came to Canada, setof service he missed but one train which he was tling first in Strathroy, Ont. Later they moved
scheduled to join, and never came under the tp Toronto, where he died Jan. 28, 1903, his
criticism of the Ottawa office, his efficiency and wife having previously passed away Feb. 27,
punctuality having elicited commendation. 1896. They were the parents of seven children,
During this extended period he averaged about four of whom survive, viz., Edmund Jos.eph,
700 miles a week, making a grand total of the subject of this sketch; Charles, a resident
1,638,000 miles that this veteran has: traveled physician of Toronto; Teresa; and Mary Ann.
Rev. E. J. Hodgkinson received his early
on a mail car. M:r. Rorison was given a vacation '
to extend from Dec. 30, 1901, until April 2, 1902, education at Halifax, England, later attending
and then placed on the superannuated list. Thus the public and high schools of Strathroy, Ont.,
the great road he has served so long treats its from which he passed to Assumption College,
faithful employes. I n March, 1902, the railway Sandwich, Ont., and finally finished his theomail clerks, with whom he had been acquainterl logical course in the Grand Seminary at Monta good many years, gave him a surprise at his real. He was ordained to the holy priesthood at
home in Windsor, and presented him with n the age of twenty-two years and five months, in
leather upholstered chair. Probably no resident St. Mary's Church, Toronto, Aug. 13, 18821 and
of the locality is more widely known than Mr. he said his first mass in St. Paul's Church, TorRorison, and certainly none is more respected. onto, the day following. His first charge was
He has ever had the most cordial relations with as assistant at St. Thomas, where he remained
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till 1884, and from there he came to Maidstone
County of Essex, spending six months. His'
next location wns at St. Patrick's Church
. County of Kent, where he was in charge'
Rale1gh,
for over three years, and in Nov., 1887, he came
to Woodslee, and assumed charge of his present
incumbency.
During his stay here he has
freed the parish from debt, renovated the presbytery, erected a separate school-one of the
best in the Inspectorate-and built and equipped
a church, conceded by competent critics to be
one of ihe finest in the county, and second to
none in the Diocese of London. There are libraries attached to both the church and the school.
The church was beg11n in May, 1900, and completed Nov. 11, of the same year, and, through
his wise administration and untiring energy, it
was entirely paid for by Nov., 1904. l3csidee
this he introduced the League of the Sacred
Ileart into the parish, and established the
C. l\1. 13. A. and the Cathol.ic Order of Foresters,
all of which are now in a flourishing condition.
The work already accomplished by Father Hodgkinson is great, yet he is planning other improvements to benefit his parish. Not only has
he raised his people spiritually, and improved
the general tone of morality, but he has likewise
increased the material prosperity of the place,
where he is beloved by all who know him, irrespective of creed. The good accomplished by
such men can ne\·er be fully appreciated, for so
little of it is ever known. This much, however,
is thoroughly understood by those who kno\v him,
that the poor, the afflicted, •and the suffering
find in him a friend as well as a priest, who can
sympathize, advise and assist.
ARMSTRONG. The Armstrong family,
which has well-known and prominent representatives in Mersea township, County· of Essex, cau
lay claim to sm ancestry which can be traced as
far back as the davs when William the Conqueror came in his might from Normandy and took
possession of Britain. Many of the name have
been distinguished, both in civil and in military
life, whilo still more have quietly pursued the
peaceful paths of agriculture. Scattered as they
are all over .England, many have also found
happy homes and have prospered in the Dominion of Canada.
.
WILLTAM: AR~fSTRONG,
well-known farmer of Mersea township, now Hving retired.
was born April 7, 1838, at Ormstown, Provine~!
of Quebec. John Armstrong, his grandfather,
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was born in England, but
to Ireland on
account of religious persecution . lie was a yeoman, and during the insurrec~ion of 1798 became
attached to the British service, and for his loyalty was given an estate in County Leitrim.
Tht>re he married Isabella Talbot, and they subsequcnUy came to Canada. John Armstrong
died at the home of his son Irwin, at the age of
eighty-eight years. In politics he was a Conservative. In religion he was a consistent member
of the Church of England. 'l'wo of his uncles,
residents of Ireland, were King's counsels, and
his descendants still hold official position there.
I rwin Armstrong, the only son of John Armstrong, and the father of William Armstrong,
was born in County Leitrim, where he was educated and remained to the age of twenty-f our
years. There he married, and with his wife and
two children started for the Province of Quebec,
and upon reaching his destination bought a tract
of 300 acres of land in Ormstown. He bui!t a
comfortable log house and there remained, actively engaged in farming, until about three
years prior to his death. lie then came to spend
the remainder of his days with his son William,
at whose home he died, in 1884, at the age of
eighty-one years. He was buried in Albuna
cemetery, in Mersea township, County of Essex.
In politics, like his father, he was a Conservative, and he was an active member of the Loyal
Orange Association at Ormstown. .
In Ireland Mr. Armstrong married Sarah
Mullen, and they had a family of eleven children born to them, namely: Margaret and John,
both born in Ireland, both of whom died young;
Isabella, widow of David Reid, Sr., of Mersea
township; Mary, wife of John Rankin, residing
the Province of Quebec; Margaret (2), who
married David Mcl\Inllin; William, mentioned
below; J ames, who died in Belmount, New York;
Thomas, mentioned below; Frances, who resides
in the Province of Quebec; Irwin, who died in
Colorado; and Sarah Jane, who died young. The
mother of these children died in Ormstown and
was interred there. Mr. Armstrong married for
his second wife Betsey C~tmeron, who died without issue, and for his third wife he married Mrs.
Margaret (Dowler) Whaley, widow. of Thomas
Whaley, and dan~hter of Jacob Dowler. Sh~
died in the Province of Quebec, without issue.
Mr. Armstron~ and his family all belonged to
the Church of England.
WilHam Armstrong passed his boyhood and
yonth, up to the time of his majority, under the
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home roof, attending school when it was possible
to do so. Those were not the days of the wellheated, well-ventilated schools of the present,
with every opportunity and incentive to learn.
ing. He studied his spelling book seated on E
rough slab, and wrote his first "pot-hooks" leaning on a desk of the same construction. How·
ever, by the time he was of age, he had acquired
enough book leaming to fit him fot· the pursuit
of business, and was so capable and practical :t
· farmer that he decioed to set up a home of his
own. Thus it happened that after his marriage,
in 1855, with Ann Kennedy, he joined with his
brother Thomas in p ushing farther west. In
Mersca township, County of Essex, the brothers
found lanu suitable for tbeit· purpose, William
secur ing 100 acres on Concession 8, east half of
Lot 13. Here he erected a log cabin, and he and
bride settled down to pioneer life, r<'lying on
th~ir affection, strength and industry to enable
them to endnre the hardships incident to thP.
making of a home in what was then but a \vilderness. Mr. Armstrong followed the example of
his neighbors, in converting his timber into potash, thus obtaining money with which to buy
necei'sities, before his land became productive.
He started here with a faith in his own efforts
which compels admiration, for his sole money
capital was fifty cents, and he was obliged to
go into debt $5.50. It is almost unnecessary tr
state that there were many months of the hardest kind of work before much improvement was
seen, but gradually the fields were cleared, crop~
put in and plenteous yields harvested. H e built
here a hou~e and barns and lived on this place
until 1888, when he exchanged this farm for th(•
· Baird property, in Leamington, which was improved wit h a handsome brick residence. ?.Ir.
Armstrong also bought the Jackson farm, on
Lot 13, Conces.<;ion 1, all of which, with the exception of fifty acres, is cultivated by his sons.
He also owns 200 acres on Conc<'ssion 10, Lot
13. In 1864 Mr. At·mstrong started into raising tobacco, with every prospect of success,
but an unexpected frost killed his plants. In
addition to his large farming operations he has
been engaged in contract ditching and road making, his work extending all over the county,
much of it being of a very Important character.
Probably his largest contract was work on the
big creek in Tilbury North and West and Mersea; for which he was paid $10,000. H e has
been engaged extensively in ditching throughout Gosfield and Colchester townships, his con-

tract work being valued at over $15,000. Few
men are better known and very f ew better qualified for this work in the County of Essex. l\Ir.
Annstrong is a man of such energy and business
foresight that he has also tried other l ines with
success. F or some years he carrit'd on a timber
business, shipped oak to Liverpool, and sold a
large amount of timber for railroad ties. AI·
though he has reached the· age when many men
think their days of usefulness are over, it is not
so with him. H e still takes and fills contracts,
not from any idea of increasing his possessions,
for that n ecessity has long since gone by, but
because of his still lively interest in affairs. His
sons look after the farming.
While a strong Conservative, 1\Ir. Armstrong
has never desired public office, voting as he deems
his duty, but willing to have others enjoy th~
prominence as well as the cares of political position. Like othet· members of his family his
religious home is in the Church of England,
and he finds a very safe guide in the teachingii
of the Golden Rule.
On lllarch 29, 1855, :i\Ir. Armstrong was
married in the County of Huntingdon, by Rev.
l\It·. Barber, of the W eslcyan :\lethodist Church,
to Ann Kennedy, who was born in Godman,
Province of Quebec; June 6, 1839. The record of
their children and grandchildren is as follows :
(1) David, born Feb. 5, 1856, was man·ied April
4, 1880, to l\Iary Whittal, and has one son, Francis.
is engaged in farming on Concession
11. (2) Irwin, bom Nov. 10, 1857, is a carpenter and joiner in Leamington; he was married May 8, 1880, to Isabella )filler, and they
had nine children, Arthur, Cora, Emma, Ernest,
Harold, Douglas, Ina and Anna and Roy, both
deceased. (3) Francis, born Jan. 8, 1859, is
engaged in farming and stock raising on Concession 10. He was married Dec. 14, 1886, to
Eliza Jane l<eid, daughter of David Reid, Jr.,
of 'Mersea township, and they have three children, Almer Russell, Harvey Earl and Fred. (4)
Alfred George, born April 9, 1861, now a resident of Detroit, was married Oct. 27, 1885, to
Sarah Anne Hatton, and they have had four
children, Florence, Stanley, Russell and Herman (deceased). (5) Sarah Anne, born J une 15,
1863, was married Dec. 23, 1884, to Alexander
Buchanan, a farmer of 1\!ersea township, and
they have two sons, Golden and Webster. (6)
Isabella Jane, born May 7, 1865, was married
Dec. 26, 1899, to Andrew Young, a farmer on
Concession A, 1\fersea township, and they have
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one son, Garnet. (7) J ames 'ral bot, born June cessfully clearing off his first 100 acres :Mr.
9, 1867, is a farmer on Concession A, in l fersea A rmstrong bought 100 acres more, and has addt ownship; he was married l\Iay 21, 1895, to ed still another tract of fifty acres, making 250
Maryvilla Harris, and t hey have two children, acres in all. H e continued to clear and to put
Golden and P earl. ( 8) William W est, born his land under cultivation, and built, in 1874,
Feb. 23, 1869, now a fanner on Concession A, in one of the iirs.t and finest brick houses in that
1\fersea, was married May 15, 1893, to Elizabeth section, at a cost of $2,000. He cultivated this
Young, and they have four children, Alex., Win- place until 1902, following general farming,
nefrede, Margaret and Beatrice. _ (9) John stock raising and tobacco growing, but since t hat
H enry, born l\1arch 26, 1871, was married Jan . time has lived retired from business activity,
3, 1898, to Ann Elizabeth Noble and they have residing in a handsome h ome which he built in
three children, Noble, 1\'fay and Gladys. H e is a Leamington. Mr. _hmstrong's success can be
farmer on Concession C, in l\Iersea. (10) Vio- directly attributed to a life of industry and
let Adeline, born July 13, 1876, was married sobriety, and his example is one which may be
June 2, 1897, to Louis William Kennedy, and advantageously considered by others who, in
they reside on a ranch in l\fontana. ( 11) Etta young manhood, find themselves entirely deClara, born July 6, 1881, was married J an. 13, pendent upon their own resources.
1898, to David George Kelly, and. they have two
On Feb. 16, 1863, :Mr. Armstrong was marchildren, Roy and Orlean; they resid0 in l\fon- ried, in Mersea township; to Jane Hillier, who
tana. The mother o£ this fami ly died in 1\fersea was born in M:ersea township; June 13, 1844, a
t ownship, on the home farm, April 7, 1897, and daughter of the late James Hillier, and a sister of
was buried in .Albuna cemeter y. Mrs. ArmstrontZ J ames and J onathan Hillier. A family of nine
was a most admirable woman, and is recallerl childr·en was born to this union, namely: Adolwith respect and affection not only by l1er fam- phus, a farmer on a part of the homestead, marily, to whom she was singularly devoted, but by ried Laura Reid, a daughter of J ames Reid,· and
many who knew of her cheerfulness and her they have five chiildren, Olive, :Floyd, Loran,
helpful neighborliness in the early days in Mer- Elva and Ma rt ha. Howard, a farmer on Consea. She was a consistent member of the Metho- cession 8, married Sarah Jane Coulter, daughdist Church, and trained her large family in ter of Charles Coult er, and they have four children, Ruby, Dora, Thomas and Eliza. Wilhelthe · precepts of Christianity.
T HOMAS ARMSTRONG, son of Irwin and Sarah mina married J ames Selkirk, ex-reeve of l\Iersea
(Mullen) Armstrong, and a br other of William township, and died in November, 1903; they had
Armstrong, was born l\fay 31, 1837, in Orms- eight children, F.arl, Ola, Ruby, Kittie, Laird,
town, Quebec. He was r('ar<~d on his father'$ 'l'homas, :Maggie and Velma. Ruby married
f arm and attended the district. schools in his Charles Dainty, a school teacher at Wheatley.
locality, remaining at home with his father, in 1\Iaggie married Henry Hutchinson, a railroad
the vicinity of Ormstown, until 1855, and th('n, man on t he Lake Erie & Detroit River Railroad,
coming to the County of E ssex, l\fersca town- and has two children, Melville and Maggie. Melship, he made his home for the two succeeding ville is a barber at Leamington. Sarah Jane and
years with his brother William, finding plenty . Eva died young. One died in infancy.
of employment in t he timber, chopping woorl
1\Ir. Armstrong has always been a stanch Conand getting out ties. In 1857 he bought 100 servative in his political views. He has taken
acres of land on Lot 11, Concession 10, wherf' a very decided interest in the progressive movehe erected a log house. While clearing up his ments which have made :Mersea township notfann he made potash, as his brother had dono able in the county. . H e was one of the first
previously, selling the same in Sandwich and members of the Blytheswood Methodist Church,
Windsor, and in this way buying the necessary and is now prominently identified with the same
supplies. These details of the struggles of the rel igious body at Leamington. He still retains
brave, hardy and p ersevering pioneers make his membership with the Blytheswood Lodge o.f
healthful reading for t he young generations. It the L oyal Orange Association.
Both William and 'l'llomas Armstrong are
should inspire in them a greater respect for the
courage which f aced the hard conditions of those influential men in t heir community, and both
early days, by which the younger generation has are esteemed for t heir many sterling traits of
come into such rich inheritances. After sue- character.
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W. W. lllLBORX .Among the many
changes which advanced ciYilization is making,
one especially noticeable, is the recognition by
the governments of various nations of the importance of agricultural and horticultural experiments and discoveries. Those in authority are
beginning to realize that upon the prosperity
and success of the farmer and fruit grower depends the general prosperity of the rural districts of the country. Thus it is that special
departments have been created to encourage
those thus engaged, and to stimulate others to follow their example. Within its gt·asp the land holds
many treasures, and each year proves more conclusively that money spent in promoting the
agricultural and horticultural interests of a
country yields an excellent dividend. In 1886
the Dominion Government established the Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa, where all
kinds of grains, fruits and vegetables could bQ
brought together and the best selected. For
this farm W. \V. Hilborn was appointed horticulturist at its inception, and had charge of the
fruit and vegetable department. After three
years he resigned his position to engage in peach
culture in the \.:ounty of Essex, where he at one
time bad 100 •acres planted to that fruit, comprising 150 varieties. H e thus gave a great impetus to peach culture in the county.
Mr. Hilborn was born at Sparta, County of
Elgin, Ont., April 8, 1849, son of Levi and
Dorothy (Harvey) Hilborn, who had the following family: W. \V., mentioned below;
Pamela, who married T. Morgan, of Lucan, Ont.;
J oseph L., :a fruit and vegetable grower of
Leamington; Amy, married to John Atkin, of
Sarnia, a fruit grower·; and Sarah J., who died
at the age of thirty-eight.
Levi Hilborn was born at Uxbridge, Ont.,
in August, 1819, while his wife was born near
Sparta, Dec. 8, 1817. The ancestors. on both
sides of the family emigrated to America with
William Penn, settling in Pennsylvania, and
were active in the colonization of that region .
Nobly did they bear their part in the struggles
against the I ndians, which were many, not,vith. standing the friendly relations inaugurated by
William Penn, and they succeeded in founding
a prosperous community. In 1804: Joseph Hilborn, grandfather of W. W., came to Canada
and settled in the township of King, Connty of
York, but he later resided in Uxbridge, and
from there r emoved to Sparta, where his family
engaged in farming. Still later the family re-

moved to what is now Arkona, Joseph naming
the town, and becoming its :first merchant and
postmaster. He was a man well known. Being
well educated and a man of gt·eat force of character, he naturally took a very prominent part
in town affairs, and having been a school teacher
in Pennsylvania, he was instrumental in having
good schools established. Levi Hilborn alwayr
adhered to his Quaker faith and was instrumental in establishing a Quaker meeting house, in
the township of Warwick, County of Lambton,
which was built on a part of his farm.
Levi Hilborn had been married two year~
when he came in .the family exodus to Arkona,
bringing his son, W. W., who was then eight
months of age. He took up land one mile west
of Arkona, in the bush. His log house was in
the woods, but he soon made a good clearing and
many improvements.
Upon the property just mentioned W. W.
Hilborn was reared and there he resid~d unti1
he was thirty-four years of age, when he purchased an adjoining farm of fifty acres, and took
up the culture of fruit, in which he was so successful as to attract the attention of the government, causing his appointment as horticulturist.
His appointment was made by Sir John Carlin,
in November, 1886, and immediately •Mter his
appointment he was made temporary manager
of the Central Experimental Farm, located in
Ottawa, during the absence of P rof. William
Saunders. There he had sixty men under him.
For three years he continued to hold his position as horticulturist, and then resigning his
appointment, he came to Leamington and purchased the fruit farm before mentioned. His
property has a splendid location, being one mile
from Leamington on the Talbot road, and also
one mile from the lake, and from his conservatory can be seen the town o~ Leamington, the
lake and three islands. The farm comprises
fifty-three acres.
:Mr. Hilborn was one of the committee, the
other members being Prof. Craig and Alexander
McNeill, in 1891, .who promoted the establishment of experiment stations for the Ontario
government. He formulated the plan that was
adoptea by the government, and in 1894 these
stations, ten in number, were established in
connection with the Agricultural College of
Guelph, with Mr. Hilborn as experimentalist for
the Southwestern .Station, located at Leamington.
lie continued a member of this same committee
until the scheme was completed, and in 1894
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received his last appointment. Through his influence many thousand fruit trees have been
introduced into the country, and much attention
is being given to horticulture. Mr. IIilborn is
not only an expert in his line, he is an enthusiast,
JJ.nd is never happier than when he has successfully demonstrated some new departure in his
science. He is a natural horticulturist, . having
even as a boy experimented with new fruits and
in the raising of. new seedlings. He originated
the llilborn raspberry, a blackcap for many
years more largely planted in Canada than any
other sort, and holding first place in a number
of the States of the Union. His own property
is an exponent of all that is modern in ap·
pliances. He has recently· added another branch
of horticulture, and, erecting a number of greenhouses, has gone extensively into the growing of' early vegetables which are sold in the
cities, towns and villages from Quebec in the
East, to Winnipeg in the West. His beautiful
residence was erected in 1898-99, and is surrounded by over fifty varieties of ornamental
trees and shrubs, many of them new and rare
kinds. He is very proud of his home, as he has
.cause to be.
On May 10; 1883, Mr. Hilborn married Miss
Johanna Hartweg of Capac, Michigan, daughter of William and Laura L. (Sonaman) Hart·
weg, and four children have been born of this
union, three of whom survive: C. Harvey, W.
Edward, and Dora Louise, all at home. The
sons are students of horticulture, and very
bright, promising young men.
In politics Mr. Hilborn is a Liberal, but be
is not active in such matters and is no officeseeker. In religious matters he is a member of
the Methodist Church, though his real belief is
that of his forefathers, who were Quakers. He
is one of the prominent men of the County of
Essex. Among his other duties he has been
chosen to collect specimens for the several fairs
held since his appointment. He made special
exhibits at the Colonial Exposition at London,
England, the Chicago World's Fail", Pan-Ameri- ·
can Exposition, and the Louisiana Purchase
Bxposition in St. Louis, 1\fo., and bas won several medals. He was one of the directors of the
Ontario Fruit Growers' Association for a number
of years prior to his appointment, when his
duties necessitated his resigning that position.
. In the· capable and experienced hands of
Mr. Hilborn· the horticultural interests of Ontario are certain not to be neglected, and it may
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safely 'be said that his experiments, intelligentiy
and practically directed as they are, for the
Canadian government, are c·e rtain to result very
beneficially not only to it, but to the growers of
fruit throughout the continent. M:r. Hilborn
was on the: Farmers' I nstitute Staff of Speakers
for many years, and in·. that capacity addressed
meetings in nearly every county in Ontario on
the subject of horticulture.
JOSEPH HALL. A much esteemed citizen of Windsor and one who fills a very important position in the city's economy, is J oseph
Hall, the chief engineer of the Windsor waterworks, and one o£ the oldest members of his
profession in this city.
Mr. Hall comes of English parentage in both
paternal and maternal lines. His father, Matthew Hall, was born in 1800, in England, and
was also an engineer by profession. His wife;
Ann Mitchison, was born in 1801, in England,
and there they both spent their lives and reared
a family of ten children, these bearing the following names: (1) John, who came in 1853 to
Ontario, was the first engineer on the Great
Western Railway, and ran the engine "Chatham,
No. 12," between Hamilton and London, was
later made conductor; he was killed in 1862, at
Bothwell. (2) Thomas, deceased, was for forty
years an engineer on the North Western Railroad in England. (3) Mathew, a contractor,
died in Detroit. ( 4) Ann, deceased, was the wife
of Robert Golden, of England. (5) Alice married Robson H edley. (6) Mary, deceased, was
the wife of William Reed, of Hamilton, Ont.
(7) Ellen married Thomas Conway, of the State
of Pennsylvania. (8) Elizabeth is Mrs. George
Fail, of England. (9) Joseph, of Windsor, is
the subject proper of this sketch. (10) Jane
is Mrs. Smith, of Australia.
Joseph Hall was born Oct. 16, 1839, ~ England, and at the age of fourteen was, with high
boyish hopes, permitted ·to accompany his brother John to Canada. Those were the days of
long sailing voyages, but it was with every confidence in a happy ending of their trip that the
brothers embar ked in the little vessel, the '.' Isaac
Wright," which entirely belied its name, for
when but one week out from Liverpo9l, it became a 'vreck, and the passengers barely succeeded in saving their lives, and in getting back
to Liverpool. 'l'hree weeks were spent there,
but at last they took passage on the steamer "The
City of Manchester" and in it made what was
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then considered a r~markably quick trip of nineteen days, Mr. Hall's fourteenth birthday being
passed on the Atlantic ocean. This was in 1853,
three years prior to the opening of the Grand
Trunk llailrond to •roronto. .At London, Ont.,
the youth began to learn the trade of machinist,
at which he worked six: years, later spent seven
years in the locomotive shops of the 0 reat Western R. R at Hamilton, and in 1867 came to
\\"incisor and accepted a position of a similar
kind, remaining in these shops for eight years.
In 18i5 he was offered his ' present responsible
position as chief engineer of the Windsor
waterworks, and has ever since most capably
filled the same. These works were first established in July, 1872, and were under the control
of the fire, water and gas committee of the city
council until 1889, when commissioners were
appointed. The supply of water is obtained
from the Detroit River, and is supplied to thE:
city by direct pressure without stand pipes. The
first plant was destroyed by fire Sept. 13, 1888,
but was immediately rebuilt in brick and stone.
The city owns it, and has supplied three pumps,
with a capacity of 7,500,000 gallons per day of
twenty-four hours. The throe· boilers have c
total capacity of 220 horse-power. On Dec. 31,
1900, the city owned 29.73 miles of water pipes
and 258 hydrants. It is to this most necessary
department of the city which Mr. H all devoteF
his attention.
.
I n 1863 ~Ir. Hall was married to Miss Eliza
Jane Irving, born 1\Iarch 4, 1844, a daughter of
Thomas Irving, and the following children have
been born to this union: John Thomas, who is
chief en~inecr of the "City of Cleveland," with
headquarters at Detroit, married Belle \Vaters,
11nd they l1ave one daughter, Lila; James, who
is city salesman for Burnham, Stople & Co., of
Detroit, married 1\finnie :Melott; Ann, who married William Gatfield, of Sandwich, has one son,
Harold; Ralph is bookkeeper for the Page Wire
Fence Co., of Walkerville; and William Wright,
is at home. !lfr. and Mrs. Hall are consistent
members of the Methodist Church of Windsor.
Politically he is a Conservative, while fraternally he belongs to the Great Western Lodge, No.
47, A. F. & A.M., of Windsor, and to the Royal
Arcanum. Mr. Hall is one of the thoroughly
competent men of his profession, and enjoys
the confidence of the residents of Windsor.
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SAMUEL VOLL.ANS, who represents an old
and honorable family of the County 'o f Essex,

that bas had much to do with the development
of the agricultural resources of this section, is
the owner of a highly productive farm on Lot
2, Concession 6, in Sandwich \Vest. He was
born July 26, 1846, in ·sandwich South, son of
George and ~!irian (Page) Vollans, who came
to Sandwich from Yorkshire, England, as early
as 1835. ·
George Vollans and wife were both born in
Yorkshire, where they married. Together they
emigrated to America, spending fourteen long
weeks on a sailing vessel. They landed at last
at New York, going from there to Sandusky,
Ohio, and a short time afterward, to Sandwich.
In the latter township they selected a home in
the wilderness, and settled down to pioneer life.
Both died on this property, the mother in 1890,
and the father in 1894. They were pious, virtuous people, and were among the founders of
the first English church in Sandwich. Mr. Vollans was not only a great student of the Bible,
but he acted up to its precepts, and could quote
fluently from the Scripture. In politics he was
always an active Conservative. None of the
other members of h is family came to America,
but he and wife were soon surrounded by a
family of their own, eleven children blessing
their union, all growing to maturity, as follows:
Thomas, a miller of Windsor; William, deceased,
a farmer of Sandwich; Edward, deceased, a
farmer Qf Sandwich; Mary A., wife of John
Gunn, deceased, of Sandwich West; Isaac, n
farmer of Sandwich West; Hannah, wife of
George Gray, of Sandwich; Barbara, wife of
Alexander 0 'Neil, who resides in Sandwich
South, with a family of ten children; Jane, who
married James Holden, of Sandwich South, and
has six children; Elizabeth, wife of John O'Neil
of Sandwich South; Robert, unmarried, residing on the old homestead ; and Samuel, of this
sketch.
Samuel Vollans received his early education
in Sandwich while growing to manhood. He was
united in marriage to Mary A. H erdman,
who was born in March, 1849, daughter of Robert and Emma. llerdman, pioneer people who
came to Sandwich from Scotland and England,
respectively.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Vollans
settled for ten years on the old Vollans homestead, and then bought the present home of
Thomas Vollans. Here our subject has success·
fully carried on general farming in an extensive
way, having 200 acres, all in one body, and also
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owning a fine farm in Anderdon township. A II
of the land is well improved and under profit.
able cultivation.
The eight children born to Samuel Vollans
and wife were: (1) Bell, born Jan. 1, 1869, in
Sandwich, is the wife of William Shaw, of Colchester township, and they have two daughters,
Hazel and :Margerie. (2) Charles, born July
25, 1871, resides on his farm in Anderdon town- ·
ship; he married Maud Shuel, of Sandwich
South, and they have two children, Harold anu
Allen. (3) Robert, born July 15, 1873, is bookkeeper in the Curry Bank at Windsor. (4)
Frank, born July 4, 1876, resides at home. (5)
Rose, born in Sandwich July 29, 1879, was well
educated in literature and music, and follows
the profession of music teacher. {6) George,
born April 20, 1883, (7) Miriam, born April
6, 1886, and (8) Herbert, born Oct. 13, 1892, are
all at home. Religiously the family all belong
to the Church of England, in which Mr. Vollans
is warden. Politically he has always supported
the old Government party, while fraternally h"
is a Forester, belonging to Court Clover, No.
1701, Sandwich, where he has filled all of the
offices. He is a member of the Agricultural Society of Sandwich East and Maidstone. Mr. Vollans is an honest, upright, benevolent, Christian
man, and in such a light is regarded by all wh(l
know him.
CAPT. ALFRED P. CLINTON. There arc
fe\v citizens of either Windsor or Detroit who
are more familiar characters, or more popular
individuals with the traveling public, than is
Capt. Alfred P. Clinton, the able snperintendent
of t he Detroit, Belle Isle & Windsor Ferries,
with headquarters in Detroit, but h ome in
Windsor.
The name of Clinton represents one of the
early families of Western Ontario, its founde!"
here being Richard Clinton, the Captain's
grandfather, who was born in 1776, in Ireland,
and became a resident of Ontario in young manhood. He followed farming near Dumfries,
married in the same locality, and t'here died, in
1859, leaving these children : John ; James; ·
Henry, a farmer; William and Adam, carpen·
ters; and Phoebe, the wife of J ohn Ilopkins.
J ames Clinton, of the above family and the
father of Captain Clinton, 'vas born at the old
homestead, and in 1842 came to the County of
Es.<>ex, locating in Windsor, employed by ::\[r.
Davenport on the old horse ferry. Lnter. he

195

became captain. In 1851 he left the water an,l
purchased a farm ·where he died in 1871, hi!>
widow dying in Windsor. Capt. James Clinton
married Ann Brown, daughter of Col. Drown, of
Simcoe, where she was born. These children
were born to this marriage : Mary Jane, the wife
of Jerome Emery; Margaret, the wife of William B. llirons, of Windsor; John, deceased;
Emily, the wife of C. L. Potter, of Windsor;
Harr iet, the wife of Dr. G. S. Shaddock, of Detroit; Capt. Alfred P.; Lewis, born on Bell~
Isle, deceased; and Nelson, deceased.
The birth of the genial Captain took p lace
July 19, 1843, in "Windsor, and he was but a
lad when his parents moved to the farm. ·There
he assisted his father until the age of eighteen
years, but at that time succumbed to his strong
inclination for the water, a natural bent which
has made all his subsequent life connected in
some w~y with marine affairs. For four years
he continued under lris first captain, and in 1866
he took out his papers as shipmaster, a position
he filled on various vessels until 1891, at which·
time he was given his present responsible position. Capt. Clinton is a trained and experienced
mariner, and there are few matters connected
with the sometimes perilous navigating of these
inland seas which are unfamiliar to him. Well
qualified in every way, Capt. Clinton enjoys
the fullest confidence of the public, and handles
the great traffic with efficiency born of study
and experience.
In 1873 Capt. Clinton was married to Miss
Lydia, daughter of William Vansike. An adopted daughter, Nellie Clinton, has brought young
life and charm into the p leasant home. The religions connection of the family is with the
~Iethodist Church. Capt. Clinton is a pronounced T.-ibcral, and a well-informed anct progressive
man.
WILLI AM DOBI E l\IcRAE1 member of th~
l\rcllae & Roberts Company, manufacturers of
brass goods, of which he is president and general
manager, is one of the leading business citizens
of Wnllaceburg, Ont. The company was established .in 1887, was incorporated in 1894, and
it now gives employment to 400 people. In addition to his interest in this great business, 1\lr.
~rcnne owns the largest stock farm in Canad:t
for the breeding of light harness horses, the Sydenhnm Stock Farm comprising 500 acres, lotated within half a mile of Wallaceburg. Here
1\Tr . McRae has 300 horses, five o£ which are in
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training fot• the coming races. He owns Hal
l 'atrou, by l'rince Dillard, dam by Patron, 2 :16,
which was reduced to 2 :15 ~ in 1!103 ; .t his fine
stallion is well known all through Canada: He
also owns Prince Dillard, with a record of 2:28,
and Princess, a full ~ister of the above. Mr.
McRae has several other farms, and bas als..•
been largely interested in boat and barge building. The "W. F. :'llcRae," named· after his son,
is one of the handsomest tug boats aftoat on fresh
water.
~Ir. ~lcHae came to W allaeeburg with his
parents whc:'u six years of age, and this has been
his chosen home ever since, although his business demands that a great part of his time be
spent iu Dl!troit. At the age of fifteen years
he begau· clerking in a dry-goods store, and after
two yeat-s he accepted a like position in Detroit,
where he remained four years. lie then re.
turned to Wallaeeburg, and for three years
operated here a general ·s tore and gristmill, and
then embarked in the lumber business and the
building of boat.CJ and barges. This he continued
until 1897, when he gave it up in order to devote his attention to other expanding lines. His
foundry is situated in Detroit, and he now
gives the greater part of his time to this great
enterprise.· llis output includes all kinds oi
brass goods for use with steam machinery, and
his firm name is knOYt'U all over the world where
such goods are in demand.
~Ir. McRae was born Dec. 25, 1849, in Ontario, a son of Farquhar and Jane (Dobie) McRae, the former of Scotland and the latter of
Ontario. After their marriage they came to the
County of Kent in 1854, and settled at Wallace. burg. · Mr. :\feRae bad been a school teacher and
merchant at Stratford, and was also engaged in
the cattle business, but after locating at Wallaceburg, he devoted his attention mainly to. the
lumber business. He was prominently identified
with the fishing interests and for fifteen yeat-s
served as fish inspector of both Lake and River
St. Clair and the Detroit River at Port Lamb-'
ton. His death occurred April 21, 1879, at the
age of sixty-two years, and that of his widow
in 1887, at the age of fifty-five years. Both were
interred in the Catholic cemetery at Wallaceburg. They had this family born to them: Alexander, who died aged forty-nine years, was chief
of police of W allaceburg, and captain of a lake
boat; Margaret married Dennis Duggan of De.
troit, a contractor and superintendent of a railroad company; William D:; David F. owns a

number of racing horses and looks after his
brother's racing interests; and Francis J. is in
the coal business at Detroit.
Mr. i\IcRae was married (first) in Wallaceburg to Margaret Tobin, who was born in 'foronto and died in Wallaceburg in 1887, aged forty
years, her burial being in the Catholic cemetery
at Wallaceburg. She left a daughter and a sou,
Anna I . and William F. The second marriage
was to Frances E. Dobie, born near Lansing,
Michigan, daughter of Alexander Dobie, who
is a wealthy retired ·farmer of eighty-six years,
living at Lansing, Michigan. The two sons of
this mat·riage are Roy and Milton A. .
'Vallaqeburg has few more popular or public-spirited residents than Mr. McRae, while Detroit numbers him among her millionaire captains of industry. Personally he is popular on
account of his genial, pleasant manner, and he
is fortunate in having the well-deserved esteem
of two cities.
SIDXEY ARTHUR KIXG, .M. D., lat<'·
president of the Lake Erie & Detroit River Railroad Co., and vice-president and manager of the
United Gas Co., with headquarters at Windsor,
is one of the leading business men of we9tern
Ontario.
Dr. King is a native of the County of Essex,
and •a son of one of the pioneers of the southern
part of that county. The King family is of
English · extraction; the Doctor 's great-grandfather, James King, having been born in Eng.
land, where he lived and died. Among his children was a son, also named James, the grand.
father of Dr. King, who was born in England,
and died in that country. H e married Elizabeth
Horton, also of English birth, by whom be had
the following children : James, Frederick, Henry
and Elizabeth. Of this family James and Henry
came to Ontario, the former locating in l\!ontreal in 1826. In 1836 be settled in Gosfield
township, County of Essex, on a tract of wild
land, and there he lived until 1843, when be
moved to the present site of Kingsville, and that·
same year erected the first house in that· now
thriving town. At one time he owned about
600 acres of land in Michigan, but as the climate
did not agree \vith him he made Kingsville his
home. He was not only the owner· of considerable real estate in that vicinity, but was also a
very prominent man, taking an active part in·
public affairs, and serving as collector of customs, clerk of the court and in other equally'
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responsible positions, discharging the duties of
each with honor and ability. In 1828 JameE
King was married to Sarah Perry, and the following children were born to them: James, of
KingsvHle; Alfred, of Kingsville; Helena, who
married Dr. Allworth, of Kingsville; and Sidney .Arthur.
·
Sidney Arthur King was born in Kingsville
Jan. 23, 1844, and r eceived his literary edncation in the public · schools of that place and at
Port Clinton, Ohio.. ·In 1864 he entered upon
the study· of medicine with Dr. Dral~:e, now of
Windsor, a:nd in 1864 he entered Victoria College, Toronto, from · which he was graduated
with the .degree of l\L D. Immediately after
graduation 'Dr. King located in his native town,
where he ably met the demands made upon his
medical skill and experience until 1893, when ho
withdrew from: his profession in order to give
his undivided attention 'to his increasing ' business interests. . In 1900 Dr. King was elected
president of the Lake Erie & Detroit River Railroad Co., in: which corporation he was a large
stockholder;: filling · the position· for one year.
He is preside_n t of the Frontier Paint Co., of
Detroit; of :the l\fcCloskey · F ence Co., of Detroit, and of· the Walker Oil Co., of Bothwell;
Yice-president of the · Wheeler Steamship Co. ;
president of the Windsor Artificial GM Co.; director in the Western.Peat Fuel Co.; president of ·
the Manitoulin Lumber Co. and Stratford Gas
Co., and vice-president ·and manager of the United Gas Co. Few men have so mimy and varied
interests as Dr. King; and the prosperous condition of all' the companies with which he is
connected is largely due to his energy and executive ability, which is able to devise and carry
out schemes of considerable importance, involving large amounts o£ money, in such a manner
as to bring in satisfactory results. .
In 1872 Dr. King was married to Miss Esther
Wigle, daughter of Solomon Wigle, ex-l\Iember
of Parliament. Four children have been born
to Dr. and 1\frs. Kirig: Arthur Hamilton', who 1
served on Gen. Aldersori's staff in South Africa,
and is now colonel of the First Hussars, was
born in 1873. George C., born in 1874, is with
the 1\IcClay Stove Co., London. J;aura, born
in 1876, married Frank A. Reid, of London,
and has a son, John King. Charles Stanley is
with the Windsor Gas Co., of Windsor, in which
he is also a stockholder.
Dr. King is a consistent member of the
Church of England, in which faith l\Irs. King
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died in 1881. Politically he is a Conservative
and tal\es an interest in local affairs, was eight
years reeve of Kingsville, and in l896 contested
unsuccessfully the South Riding of Essex. Fraternally he is a member of the I. 0. F., the
I. 0. 0. P. and the A. 0. U. W.
GEORGE FOSTER ROBSO~ is a prominent citizen and successful farmer of Mersea
township, living at Sturgeon creek. He is a
native of the township, where his father and
grandfather before him were well-known and
honored citizens.
Grandfather Joseph Robson was born on the
Scottish border, near Northumberland, England,
nno there grew up and married Anne Trimel.
They had a family of six children, as follows:
Thomas, who was a soldier in the British army,
and was killed in the Rebellion of 1837-38, while
stationed at Sandwich; James, who became the
father of George Foster; 1\Iary, who married
Joseph 1\Iickle; .Margaret, who married Thomas
Hairsine, of Talbot street; Edward, who was
drowned in Robson creek, Mersea township; and
Isabella, who married Francis Wilkinson, of
~fersea township. The father and mother came
to Canada in the early days of its settlement,
and located in tondon, Ontario, where Mr. Robson followed the occupation of teacher. Later
they moved to Mersea township, and Mr. Robson
became one of the first teachers in that part of
the country. lie also became an extensive lanol
0\mer and fal'mer, and spent the rest of his
life ou his 300-acre farm in :Mersea. He died at
the age of eighty, and is buried in the family
lot on the farm. He was a Presbyterian in religious faith, and in politics a Conservative. His
wife, who belonged to the Church of England,
died at the age of seventy-five.
James Robson, son of J oseph and father of
George Foster, was born in Northumberland;
England, where he grew up and received a good
('dttcntion·. 'When he was twenty-one he came to
Canada with the rest of the family, and settled
first in' Brantford, where he found employment
in the home of a clergyman. After a time he
came ·to Mersea township, where his father had
lo<>att>d, nnd bl'gnn farming on a tract of 100
acres, 70 o.cres in Concession No. 1, and 30 acres
in Concession A. He made many improvements
on this farm, which he culth·ated successfully;
and where he passed the remainder of his life,
d);ng at the age of eighty, and being buried in
JJake View cemetery. He was a stanch Conser-
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vative, and served as a private in the Rebellion \rho are at home; and (G ) J. D., who died at
of 1837-38. H e was a well-read man, and active the age of twelve. Mr. and Mrs. Robson are both
in all public matters in the township and county, members of the Methodist Church, and in politics
serving as school trustee, and for three terms as a the former. is a Conservative. Fraternally he
member of the township council. lie married belongs to the Odd Fellows. The family is wideAnne Foster, of Prince Edward Island, daugh- ly known and respected, both for its agreeable
ter of the late Ralph Foster, Sr. Mrs. Robson and substantial qualities, and moves in the best
\lied in Leamington, and is buried in Lake View society of the place.
cemetery. She and her husband were members
EDWARD KENDRICK (deceased), who was
of the Church of England. Their children were
as follows: (1) Ralph, died when three years a prosperous farmer of Maidstone township,
of age. (2) Joseph, born Jan. 27, 1836, married
County Essex, Ont., residing at the time of his
in 1861, Theresa De Laurier, daughter of death on Lot 24, Concession 6th, was born at
Charles De Lanl'ier, and had nine children, of Yelvertoft, Northamptonshire, England, Nov.
whom four are living, namely: Ralph William, 29, 1841, son of William and Sarah Kendrick,
'\\'ho was drowned in Lake Erie, Nov. 7, 1899; who lived and died in England, leaving one son,
Charles, who died young; Henry Colon, who and seven daughters, the daughters all remainmarried Emma Peas; Willis; Florence, who mar- ing in England.
ried Frederick Wilkinson; Jeannette, '\Vho died
Edward Kendrick was reared in Eng)and,
young; Joseph, at home; James, also at home; and in October, 1861, he married :Miss Hannah
and Irwin, who was drowned with his brother Lee, a native · of Northamptonshire, where she
Nov. 7, 1899. (3) l\Iatilda, married Peter I. was born in July, 1842, daughter of Edward and
H ookworth. ( 4) Mary, married George Let- Hannah (Warren) Lee, of the same county.
trington. ( 5) George Foster, is mentioned be- Mrs. Lee died in England, leaving her husband
low. (6) Ellen married William Coulson.. (7) with four children : John, of Maidstone; 'E dJeannette married Charles Coultis. (8) :Mar- word, of England; Hannah, Mrs. Kendrick;
garite married William D. Hanson, of Leaming- and William, of Gosfield. Edward Lee, Sr.,
came to Canada after the death of his wife in
ton. (9) John Franl<lin died young.
George Foster Robson W!\S born in 1\fersea 1872, and settled in Maidstone '\vith his children,
township, Oct. 12,· 1851, grew up on the home and there he- died in 1889.
Edward Kendrick came to Canada in 1872,
farm, and was educated in the district schools.
lie remained at home until 1891, caring for his leaving his wife and family, who followed later
father in his old age, but in that year sold the in the year with Mr. Lee. After reaching Canhomestead and bought his present farm, a tract . ada, he rented a farm for two or three years,
of folty-one acres, ori Bevel Line, near Sturgeon and then bought the property which continued
creek: There he has built a home, and made ex- his home. The land was then in a wild condit imsive improvements, ·and carries on his farm~ tion, but as the years passed; he grew prosperous,
ing operations with great success. In 1884 he and eventually purchased 150 acres in addition
invested over $1,000 in threshing machinery, alill to his homestead; upon which his son, James,
has done a good business in that line ever since, now resides. The death of this good and suchis sons, for the past two years, having had cessful man occurred in December, 1902, at his
home. In his religious belief he was a Methocharge of that branch of his business.
:Mr. Robson married, May 9, 1877, in Mersea dist. In politics he was a Conservative.
Of the eight children born to the marriage
township, Lorinda, daughter of Ethel and Sarah
(McDonald) Wilkinson, and they have six chil- of Mr. and Mrs. Kendrick, (1) J ames, born in
dren. These children are as follows: (1) England in 1865, was reared at :Maidstone, where
Gordon, who is a sailor on the steamer "Lin- he· married Miss Jane Fairbairn, of County
coln," and distinguished himself by his bravery Essex, where she was born, a daughter of George
during a storm in 1901, swimming to shore and Fairbairn, one of ·t he pioneer farmers of County
securing help for his comra,de who was clinging Essex. They reside on the Malden road, where
to an overturned boat; (2) Ruby, who married he owns 100 acres, and is one of the prosperous
Louis Roach, a farmer of Mersea township; (3) farmers of his locality. Five sons have been born
Oswell Thomas, who is also'a sailor on the steam- to them: George E., James, Wesley, John W. and
er "Lincoln"; (4) Collingwood and (5) Milton, Archie L. (2) Sarah H., born in England, in
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1868, married William Linton, of Colchester
North, and has two children, James R. and John
C.
(3) Elizabeth, born in England in 1870,
married Albert. Wisner, of Maidstone, and they
have six: children, Lulu M., . May, Earl, Nellie,
Albert and Elizabeth. ( 4) Mary A., born 'in
Canada, in 1873, married John Purvis, and resides in Jvfaidstone where he is engaged in farming; they have five children, Mary A., Jane, Dolway, Ruth and John. (5) Edward, born in
1\Iaidstone, in 1876, is unmarried, and a r esident
farmer of Maidstone. H e has a fertile farm of
50 acres: (6) Nellie, born on the present homestead, in 1879, received her early education in
the home schools; later she became a student in
the high schooJ, where she remained two years.
On June 22, 1904, she married Bethel T. Croft,
son of Richard and Annie Croft, of Maidstone,
but natives of Yorkshire, England. (7) William E., born in February, 1881, was reared on
the homestead and became its manager, after the
death of his father. He is a very promising and
energetic young man, who stands well in the
community as a good farmer and steady, industrious man, promin&nt alike both in a business
way and socially. (8) Annie C., the youngest,
was born in 1886, and is a charming young lady
at home.
The late Edward Kendrick was a member
of the Order of Chosen Friends, and in it, as
well as in the community, was a great favorite.
His death was lamented not only in his home
circle, but by many true friends wlio knew and
appreciated his many excellent traits of char~
acter, and who had benefited by his kindness of
heart and charitable disposition. The family are
all active members of and workers in the Methodist Church, and good, Christian people. !lfr.
Kendrick came to Canada a poor man, but by
h abits of industry and thrift became on'e of the
successful men of his community,. and one who
was looked up to and called upon to give advice
and settle disputes, as his keen judgme,nt and
high sense of honor we;re generally recognized.
A. F. R. DEWSON, who occupies an important position in Windsor in connection with the
Grand Trunk Railroad Co., descends from English ancestors who have been conspicuous in military life and most highly esteemed citizens.
Major Jeremiah Dewson, the grandfather of
A. F. R. Dewson, of Windsor, was born in England,· and for many years was a member of the
Seventy-fifth' Regiment in the re~lar army,
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winning commendation and rank. In his native
land he married Elizabeth Kenzie, also of English birth, and after his r etirement! from the service with his wife he decided to make his permanent home in Ontario, tlie surroundings being
familiar to him on account of. the army movements prior to that time. He located near
Bradford, and turning his sword into a pruning
hook engaged in farming during the rest of his
life. His children were : Alfred K. was the father of A. F. R.; Ann was the wife of Col. Dennison, of Toronto, where she died in 1900; George
located in :F'ernandina, Florida, in the practice of
law, and during the Civil war, in the States,
served in the Confederate army (he later died
at Fernandina); Charles served in the Rebellion
of 1837, later went to the States, .and died in
New Orleans; Julius was a farmer on the old
Ontario homestead; Thomas was long the manager of the Standard Bank and died in Toronto;
Marcella is the widow of Rev. Mr. Gibson, of
Toronto; Adelaide, who was born on the Plains
of Abraham, Quebec, married John Wilson, of.
Barry.
Dr. Alfred K. Dewson was born in England
and accompanied his parents to Ontario. His
medical education was acquired at McGill University, Montreal, and in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. During the Rebellion of
1837, for a time, he had charge of the regiment
at Toronto, and later settled down to practice in
that city. In Windsor he met and married Miss
Emily Elizabeth Baby, the daughter of Francois
Baby, M.P. After a short practice at Chatham
he settled at Amherstburg, where he remained
until1852, in that year coming to Windsor where
he. remained until his death, in 1866. He possessed a very warm friend in Major Sparks, who
fought the battle of Windsor, and the following
account of these t wo distinguished military men
may be interesting. Together, it is related, they
went to Detroit, an·d upon their return to the
ferry, to transfer them to Windsor, they were
attacked by a band of the enemy (this being during the rebellion) an d treated to a fusilade of
unsavory eggs, from which they . escaped with
difficulty. It was ahvays a matter of deep regret
to Dr. Dewson that he never learned the final
fate of his old friend. After the close of hostili·
ties the Major and his command were ordered
to England, setting out in a sailing-vessel which
was wrecked, and although the vessel was later
found it was only a derelict, with not a man on
board. Mystery still surrounds the fate of brave
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::\lajor Sparks. The battle of Windsor, where
he won honor, was watched from the porch of
the Daby home, on the corner of Pitt street,
the site being now occupied by the Gold Cure
establishment, by Mrs. Dr. Dewson and Mrs.
J ohn Curry, Sr., the mother of John Curry, of
the Cameron & Curry Dank. The following
children were born to Dr. and l\Irs. Dewson :
Adelaide, deceased; Emily, deceased; A. F. R.;
:;\!iss Fanny, of Windsor; and William, of
Windsor.
A. P. R. Dewson was born in 1844, at Windsor, and here secured his education, Windsor
ah(·ays having hau an enviable reputation for her
excellent schools. His first commercial position
was as cashier for James Dougall, and in 1870
he accepted a position with the Great Western
Railroad Co., now the Grand Trunk, with which
Jtc still remains.
In 1874 :Mr. Dewson was married to 1\Iiss
l\lary Mitchell, daughter of the late J ohn 1\Ii~
chell, of Simcoe, and to this u nion were born
three daughters, Florence, Edith (deceased), anu
Bessie, (who is still a student). The family belongs to the Church of England. In fraternal
affiliation Mr. Dewson is an Odd F ellow, while
in politics he is a Conservative. He is a member
of the Public Library board, and in every way
is r egarded as one of Windsor's useful and representative citizens, esteemed by his employers
and highly respected in the community.
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JAl\lES S. LAIRD, surveyor and engineer,
a r;elf-made man, is one of the prominent and
influential citizens of Essex and of Essex County.
Although of Scotch parentage he is a native of
Canada, and combines the sturdy and sterling
qualities assimilated through Scotch heredity ~nd
pioneer environment.
Grandfather James Laird came from Scotland to Canada in 1842, bringing with him his
family, consisting of the following children:
John, Alex, J ames, J eannette, Elizabeth and
Mary. H is son, Joseph Laird, father of JameE
S., who had married in Scotland, came to Canada at the sante time with his wife and little
daughter. Of the children of James Laird,
J ohn and James have passed away; also Eliza.
beth, who married Robert Stevenson, of llar·
wich, Mary, who married J ames Baird, of Harwich, and J eannette, the wife of George Darclay of Ridgetown. The only survivor is Alex,
who resides in · Harwich township, County of
Kent.

Joseph Lairu aud his wife, Jeannette ::,~•.:.•·
art, were both born near Glasgow, Scotland,
and there grew up and were married. In 1842
they came to Canada, t.aking passage in a sailingvessel, which was nine weeks ·on the voyage.
They settled in Harwich township, near Blenheim, County of Kent, living in a little log cabin
in the woods, while Mr. Laird began clearing
the land in order to put up a permanent home.
Ile was very successful as a farmer, becoming
one of the most prosperous residents of the township. lie died at his home near Blenheim in
1892, his wife having passed away the previous
year, both leaving a wide circle of friends to
mourn their loss. They were earnest members
of the Presbyterian Church, and the founderE
of the church of that denomination in Dlenheim. In politics 1\fr. Laird was a Reformer .
but he was never an office-seeker. He and his
wife were the parentS of five children, the eldest of whom, Jane, was born in Scotland, and
is now the wife of Robert Campbell, living in
l\larshall, Missouri. The second chil d, J ames S.,
was born in Blenheim, Kent County, Ont., Oct.
1, 1842, and is the subject of this sketch. Archie,
the third child, was born in Kent County in
1844 ; be is a prosperous farmer, and has spent
all his life near the old homestead, where he
now resides with his wife and four children.
Thoma.~ was born in Harwich township, and
died at the home farm when a young man. The
youngest child, J olw, was born in 1848, married
May Haggart, of the County of Kent, and has
one son, Joseph. This family resides on the
homestead.
J ames S. Laird was born at the present site
of Blenheim, amidst pioneer surroundings, in
the little log cabin. A few years later the family removed to a wild farm one and a half miles
from Blenheim, which was developed by his
father into a fine farm. He attended the district school, ·and for three years was a pupil
in the grammar school of Chatham. llis first
work as a young man was as a school teacher,
and be spent four years in that capacity in
schools in the vicinity of. Chatham. He then
studied surveying, and made that his profession,
having now spent more than thirty-five success~
ful years in that occupation. I n 1867 he came
to Essex County and settle~ at .Maidstone Cross;
where he followed his profession until 1873. In
that year he moved to Essex, buying land, and
in 1877, erecting a fine brick house and barn,
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his residence beiug considered one of the finest
in the town.
Mr. Laird has· been twice married, the first
time to Adeline Arnold, of Kent County, and the
second time to Mary Beattie, of 1-laidstone. Hi~
first wife left one daughter, and of the second
union there are nine children, four girls and
five boys.
.
Politically Mr. Laird has always been identified with the Reform party, and he always takes
an interest in town affairs. Por ten years he
has been a. member of the county council, and
wa8 for ten years reeve of the town of Essex.
In 1892 he was warden o£ the county, and for
four years was one of the high school board.
He is also prominent in · fraternal circles, being
a member of the Masons and of the Odd Fellows.
He is also a member of the Order of United
W or~men, in the work of .which he takes part.
His religious faith is that of the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Laird is preeminently a self-made
man, one who has won his success by hard work
and p ersevering energy. He is a man of posi·
tion and influence in his town, one of the leading
citizens, and · prominent in all public affairs,
always taking an interest in furthering the welfare of the community.
WILLIAM R. HALL, M. D., physician. and
surgeon, president of the Chatham Hedge Fence
Co., president of the Chatham Mineral Water
Co., and vice-president of the Chatham Oil Co.,
is a native of Richmond Hill, County of York,
Ont., born Feb. 10, 1852, son of· Henry HalL
Henry HaJl was born·in February, 1819, and
married Miss Elizabeth Lennon, a native of Ireland, born in 1825, by whom he had the following children: Hannah, Henry C., Ellen A.,
George John, 1\fary, William R. (M.D.), James
L. (M.D.), Thomas B. (M.D.), Maria, Elizabeth,
Norman and Frank W. (:M.D.). · The father was
a manufacturer of agricultural implements, and
very successful in his business affairs. During
all of his life he was an enthusiastic church,
Sunday-school a.nd temperance worker, accomplishing much good, and gained the respect and
affection of a large circle of friends. He died
in Blenheim, Ont., in 1877. His widow lived
in Toronto, where she died Dec. 2. 1903.
William R. Hall gained his literary training
in the public and high school~ of Richmond Hill,
and in 1874 began the study of medicine, receiving his degree of 1\L D. in 1878, from the
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Detroit 1\Iedical College, now the Detroit College
of 1\Iedicine. After five years of practice Dr.
Hall took a post-graduate course in the ~ew
York Post-Graduate School and also attended
Trinity College, Toronto, for two terms, receiving the degree of M. C. P. S. 0. in 1884. Dr.
Hall has been medical health officer of Chatham
for many years, filling that position with ability;
and under his careful supervision the sanitary
conditions of the city have been materially improved. He is connected with several fraternal
associations, viz.: 'l'he l\1asonic fraternity,
I. 0. 0. F. (in which he has passed all the chairs)
and Encampment, A. 0. U. W., P. S. 0. E.,
K P., W. 0. W., and Chosen Friends. The Doctor has always been interested in all measures
tending toward the advancement of the best interests of the city, and is a public-spirited and
charitable man. On the formation of the Chatham Hedge Fence Co., in 1900, he was chosen
president, and on the organization· of the Chat..ham Mineral Water Co., in 1901, he was also
made president of that institution; both firms are
in excellent financial condition, owing to his able
and progressive management. The Chatham Oil
Co., of which he is vice-president, is the most
successful company in its line in the County of
Kent.
Like his father, who went out as a volunteer
in the Rebellion of 1837-38, Dr. Hall is an ardent
Conservative in politics, and in 1898 he was the
candidate of his party for Parliamentary honors,
Mr. Pardo being the successful candidate in that
contest.
In 1881 Dr. Hall was united in marriage to
Miss Eleanor L. Minturn, daughter of A. Minturn, of Detroit, and one so~ and one daughter
have been born to this union: Fred W., a student
at Toronto University, 1905, 1\1. D., is color-sergeant of the Twenty-fourth Regiment, in which
his father hol!ls the position of honorary captain
and paymaster. Edith, the daughter, .read the
address of welcome to the Earl of Minto, Governor-General of Canada; on his visit to Chatham
in August, 1903.
Dr. Hall is a member of the Chatham Medical Society, the Canadian 1\Iedical Society, the
Pan-American Health Officers Association and
the Canadian Health Officers Association, of
which latter he is ex-president. Aside from his
popularity as a physician, Dr. Hall has many
friends in the city where he has made his home
for so many years, and none enjoy in higher
degree the full confidence of the community.
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\\' ILLI.UI 11B~R1l\IITC11ELL, one of the
pruminl·nt citi?.cus of :\Iersca township, where he
is Jar~cly iutcr('~tcd in g~ncral and fr uit farming aml the real estate busincSi, 'vas born Aug.
-t, 18Gl , in the city of llnmilton, Ont. His au<'l'strul linl.l Tl'IICIII's back to old England.
Thomas ) litclwll, the ~ram.lfnther, was born
in the parish of \\"ardle, County Durham, England, son of J ohn )litehcll, who owned land and
opcrult•cl lt•ucl mincs in that locality. Thomas
)litchcll also worked in the lead mines and en~n~l·cl in farmi n ~, but he J ietl at the age of
fort y.sevcn Y<'nr~, and was laid to rest in bis
native parish. His father had been a member
of the Church of England, but be was a Methodist. llis marriage was to Sarah Martindale,
a uatin! o£ the parish of Wardle. After the
d(·ath of her husband, she came to Canada, and
St•ttl•••l in County IIalJimand, Ontario, where
her last days were spent, her death occurring at
the a~e of sixty-five years. Her remains were
huricd in the York cemetery at York, Ont., near
the :\fethodist Church, of which she bad been a
cousisH·nt member. Her children were: Ann,
who married Bernard 0 'Rourke, died in Haldimand County; Mary, deceased, was the wife of
Henry Pollard; twins died in babyhood; John,
Thomns ; and Sarah, the widow of Thomas
Wrig-ht, now resides at Leamington.
John Mitchell, son of Thomas and father of
William II., was born l\farch 28, 1829, in the
parish of Wardle, County Durham, England,
and wa.'! eleven years of age when he accompanied his mother and four other children, to
Cnnn(ln. The little party set out from Liverpool in 1840, taking passage on a sailing vessel,
which took them safely to Kew York. A long
journey still awaited them. They sailed up the
beautiful Hudson as far as the city of Albany,
and then via the Erie Canal, which had not long
been completed, to Buffalo, and thence by water
to Hamilton. Here the family located, and John
wa.o:; sent to school. While still in his teens, he
became an apprentice in the iron foundry of
Fisher & l\fcQucston, with whom he remained,
following the trade for twelve years.
John Mitchell desired, however, to take advantage of the farming possibilities of this great
country, and spent four years in Dunwicb township, Connty Elgin, where he bought 100 a.Cres
of land. In 1869 he removed to County Essex,
and located on 100 acres in Rochester township,
which he operated until 1874, when he sold that
property and removed to Mersea township, setI

I
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tling on the Talbot Road, on what is knO\m as
the Ridge. There he purchased a tract of fifty
acres, on which he became the pioneer peach
grower of County Essex, being the first to make
practical proof of the successful gt·owing of this
valuable fruit in this section. In addition, he
engaged in general farming, and in successful
tobacco growing. While he succeeded admirably, he also had his discouragements, one of
these being the unexpected and unusual blighting frost of 1898, during which his loss aggre~
gated $8,000. He had, nevertheless, demonstrated the possibility, as well as the desirability, of
growing the choicest kinds of fruit, an industry
which his son, our subject, still continues. J obn
Mitchell bas reached his seventy-fifth milestone,
and now lives retired. H e is in the enjoyment
of physical and mental health, is an omnivorous
reader and a close student of local and national
affairs. In politics be is a stanch Liberal, and
has always actively supported the principles of
the Reform party. He is the kind of Christian
whose life has been filled with charity for others,
and kind and helpful deeds toward all, finding
in the "Golden Rule" a sufficient creed.
Mr. Mitchell was married, in Ilamilton, to
Mrs. Hannah l\Iaria (Smith ) Hull, widow of
Robert Hull. She was a woman of exalted Christis.n character, a worthy member of the Methodist Church, and her death, June 27, 1890,
left many, beside her own family, to mourn her
loss. Her burial was in Ruthven cemetery. Mr.
and Mrs. Mitchell had two children, viz. : William H enry; and Sarah Sabina, who married
Pringle Shaw, formerly of 1\'Iersea. township, and
has two children, John Pringle and Annie
Laurie. By her former marriage, Mrs. Mitchell
was the mother of three children, namely:
Charles G. Hull, in the ice business at Detroit,
who married J ane Mercer, of Hagersville, and
bas six children, Frederick (who married Leila
Gritman, of Detroit), Robert, Hannah May,
Henrietta, Jennie (deceased) and E lla (at
home); Frederick IIull, who was killed in Rocllester township, at the age of seventeen years;
and Hannah IIull, who died at the age of ten
years.
William Henry Mitchell removed with his
parents to Dunwieh township, County Elgin, in
1869, and later to Rochester township. He attended school both on the Middle Road, and in
l\fersea township, and remained at home with his
father until he was twenty-two years of age.
He then started out for himself with little capi-
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tal except his health and energy. Renting a
farm near the homestead, he engaged extensively
in bean growing, and, later, he rented various
farms through 1\fersea and Gosfield townships,
but in 1893, he returned to take charge of the
homestead, at present owning fifty acres and operating one-half of it. For a quarter of a century
he has grown peaches with success, and has also
raised much other fruit, finding a good market
through both Kent and Essex Counties. Since
1904, 1\Ir. :Mitchell has been engaged in the realestate business, and bas met with gratifying
success in this new venture.
On April 3, 1884, :Mr. Mitchell married Julia
Clark, born in St. George, a daughter of James
and Mary Jane (Moxley) Clark, a most estimable lady, who is beloved by her family, and
admired by all who 1.-now her. 'fhe four children of this union are: Frederick Carl, who completed the common and High School course at
Leamington, ·and is now telegraph operator at
Leamington for the Lake Erie & Detroit Railroad; William Herbert, a student at the Leamington High School; and Edwin Ray and Edith
Gertrude, both at school. This is a family noted
for its intellectual superiority . and one which
reflects credit upon parents, home training and
the community. Mr. Mitchell is not identified
with any religious body, although be is generous
in support of all, but his family attend the
Methodist Church. Fraternally he is au Odd
F ellow·, ·and a member of the Masonic Blue
Lodge, No. 290, of Leamington.
CLAnK. No family in Mersea township,
County Essex, is more highly respected or better
known than that of Clark. John Clark, the
grandfather of Mrs.· 1\litchell, was born. near
Belfast, Ireland, and in young manhood, in 1821,
left his home, on a sailing vessel, bound for
Canada. In those days his passage of six weeks
on the water was not regarded as unusual, that
being long before the ''greyhounds of the deep 11
steamed over the shining waves between England
and Canada. He located in Ontario, securing
work with Nathaniel Dodge, in Waterloo township, County Waterloo, later buying a hotel at
Galt. This he con.ducted during four years, and
then sold and bought a farm of 200 acres, north
of Galt. After several years here he removed
to County Brant, and became one of t he early
settlers, in 1833, near St. George. After farming there until 18JO, he removed to Caledonia,
Michigan, near Grand Rapids, and there spent
the remainder of his life, dying in 1875, the

203

last three years being passed with his son Edwin.
Ilis burial was in Caledonia. lie was a member
of the )fethodist Church in that locality. Al\rays a stanch Conservative, he took much interest in the success of that party.
In Waterloo township, County Waterloo,
.John Clark married Harriet Dodge, who was
horn there, daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah
(Hover) Dodge, the former of whom was born
iu the State of New York, and the latter in
P ennsylvania, but who had settled as pioneers
in County Waterloo. Mrs. Clark died at Harrow, in Colchester township, Nov. 7 1 1893, aged
eighty-three years, and was buried in the cemetery at llarrow, after a life filled with good
U.eeds. She \vas a worthy member of the :Methodist Church. Their children were: James;
~Iary married John Rosebrook, and both died at
St. George, Ont. ; Nancy married James Courtney, and they live at Grand Rapids, Michigan;
Sarah married Hiram Rosebrook, and they live
at Harrow, Ont.j Abigail died young;
Henry lives near Gra.nd Rapids, Michigan;
John
also
lives
in
the vicinity of
Grand Hap ids; Margaret married George
Pierce, and they live at Walkerville, Ont.; Edwin resides at Caledonia, 1\fichigan; William is
a resident of Cleveland, Ohio, and one died
young.
James Clark, father of Mrs. Mitchell, was
born July 17, 1826,. in Galt township, County
Waterloo, and was educated in the district
schools. He was reared on the farm until he
reached his majority, and then started out for
himself on a farm of 200 acres, in County Waterloo, one hundred of which bad already been
cleared. This farm he operated from 1850 to
1869, when he sold and moved to Beverly, near
Harrisburg, in County Wentworth, on the border of Waterloo and Brant Counties. There he
en~aged in agricultural pursuits for several
years, improved the farm, and sold it in 1875,
when he came to County Essex. · :Mr. Clark secured one hundred acres on Talbot Road, 1\Iersea
township, near the H airsine homestead. Four
years later he remo'=ed to Concession 1, Lot 1,
and there he bas been operating a tract of fifty
acres, paying special attention to fruit growing.
:\Tr. Clark has reached his seventy-ninth year,
but in spite of this fact, he is still active in body
and mind, and enjoys the passing events as do
ot.hers not half his age. In politics he has always been a Conservative. Tie has taken much
interest in the school question, and has served
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a:~ :.cll0\11 t rustrr. AI! class lender, Sunuay-school
tt·al'llt·r, trush•e and lcaucr o f the choir, in his
t·arl i,•r tlnys, his t;<~nict•s It) the ::\fethodist Church
han! lu•,•n numr rou:o~ &.rHl Ynluahle. H aving led
a mn:-.t ••xemplar.r lif,•, abstemious to the last de~:rt'l', thl! pea•·~ and cornfnrt of his old age are
lo!ssous CllOtq; h with which to impress a younger
~;enl'ral ion.
On ~·· pt. }..-, l ~;jli, :\lr. Clur·k married Mary
.larlt' ;\lnxl<•y, a t J'lnttsvillc, Connty Oxford.
Sht• was lwrn in llrl'!in, County ·w aterloo,
<lan~ htcr of !-;amnf·l ancl L aura (Kilburn) M:oxlry. who Wt' rt' natiw!l of the State of Virginia,
wh•) lll \H '<•.J In Canada during- the troubles inriJ,·ut to th" u ..,·nlulinnnry \\'nr. Laura Killmru wn~ a .tant.:htcr of \\'hit.ncy Kilburn who
wu"' horn in \ ' t'rmont, lmt wus a sympathizer
with t h.. motht•r rountry, in 17i5, and removed
to K in1...r.:ton, Ont ., 11t that time. :\Ir. and 1\frs.
Clark had four chiltlr(\·n, namely: Laura, .who
i<~ t> IH~~tct•tl in businrs.~ in Oklahoma; Julia, wife
o f \\'illiurn II. :\litrhdl; William Lund, a. mercluu.t ttt J."aming-ton, mnrried Maude, daughter
of Wililum Enkin8; and James Herbert. Mrs.
Clark, tlw mother of thi!! family, survives, and
il4 not nnly a valued mrmber of the Methodist
Chnrt h, but a most highly esteemed member of
IIO(•it·l y.
.J a mrs llr rhrrt Clnrk, son of J ames, was a
t ranli n~ sah·sman fo1· the H elena Costume Compan~·. (lr Lnnclon. lie \\' M born at Harrisburg,
Ont .. ltrltl W ill! educated in the t;ehooL~ of l\Iersea
tuwnship, nft er which lte leamed the harnessmakinl! tmd<' nt Cllh?clonin. · For the la.st ten
years he had lwl'n trl\veling, principally through
Cnnnrla. making- a sueceSIJ of his line of business.
H e died at Grand Uapids, Oct . 4, 1904, and his
body wa~ hron~.:ht back to the home of his parent-<. in M t>~ea township, and t.hence to L ake
Virw rr~mrtrr';\·, Learnin,:rton, where it was interrr•i Oct. Gth. lie was a young man well
known and w rr hi ~hly r esprcted, possessed a
!rt>nial disposition, wM honorahle in all his dealinl?l', a nd Wllli lwlowcl by a ll who knew him.
At Grand Hnpicls, :\Iichig-an, he married L ucy
)fandll Young, a d nn~htcr of Roscoe Young, a
prominrnt r etirNl hnsiness man of Hastings,
)fichi~an.

HOBERT 1<' . II UHST, General Superinten·
dent of t he E ssex County I ndust r ial Farm and
H ouse of I ndustry and Refug-e, located at Learn·
ing-ton, Ont., ill a man of high standing and
entirely self-made. He was born Sept. 12, 1853.

in what is known as the Hurst settlement, Sand.
wich South, County of Essex, Ontario.
Robert Hurst, grandfather of Robert F.
H urst, was born in County Kildare, I reland.
H e was a man of reliable character and was
engaged by one of the large land owners as
keeper of his game preserves. H e was married
in his native land, and eight sons and two daughters were born to him. . In 1841 the family emigrated to America, locating in Syracuse, New
York, where they remained for some years,
thence coming to Ontario. They made their
home in Sandwich, County of Essex, where the
grandfather becaine the possessor of 300 acre~
of land in what is now termed the Hurst settle~
ment. Here the · balance of his life was spent;
in farming and making improvements, and her e
he died in 1855, aged seventy-four years; be was
buried in Sandwich town ·cemetery. Religiously
he was a 'member· of the Church of England.
His wife's death occurred on this farm ·about
six months previous to that of her husband, at
the same age. Nicholas Hurst, the youngest son
of Robert and f ather of RObert F., was born
in County Kildare, I reland, in 183~, and was
eight years old when be accompanied his parents
to .America. · lie was mainly reared in t he town:
ship of Sandwich and attend ed the school there,
assisting his father on the nome farm until he
reached manhood. Upon a farm of 100 acres
p resented to him by his father be then settled
down, and built a. home and made many improve·
ments. About this' time he joined the Methodist
Church, became much · interested in religiom
work, and officiated for several' years as local
preacher of that religious body. In 1865 he sold
the farm and removed.to the State of New York,
locating at Brewerton, Onondaga County, at
which place he bought a farm, and was ordained
in the New York Conference a minister in the
l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. H e followed the
ministerial calling four years with great encour.
agemcnt and success, until he ·was taken ill at
a town some twenty miles from home, while
holding a. series of meetings, and died among
strangers, in 1869, aged thirty-six years. The
f amily still resided at Brewerton.
Mr. H urst
was a. man of strong religious convictions and
was zealous in his religious work, laboring far
beyond his strength.
In Sandwich Mr. Hurst married Christina
Fairbairn, daughter of the late Robert Fairbairn, E sq. Four years after the early death
of her husband Mrs. H urst returned to Sand-
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wich, and there spent the balance of her life, dying in 1897. A woman of lovely Christian character, slu~ attended faithfully to her children's
education and devoted her best years to their
interests, and was repaid in seeing them grow
into respected men and women. Of these children we have the following record: Robert F.
is the subject proper of this sketch. Ellen married
Henry Watson, of Sandwich South, and had
three children. Mary married John Copeland,
and resides in Michigan; they had· seven children. Thomas, who is deceased, married Margaret 0 'Neil. George resides in Michigan;
he married (first) Emma Helphry, and (second)
Maud Sanford, and is· the father of eight children. Margaret, a r esident of Sandwich, married
John Shuttleworth, and became the mother of
ten children. Christina, deceased, married James
Quick, and was the mother of two children:
Robert Fairbairn Hurst had only the educational opportunities afforded by the local schools
and from an early age worked on the farm.
When he was twelve years old. the family removed to New York, and when his father died
he took charge of the !arm, which he successfully operated during the four years the family
remained there. After its sale and the return
to Sandwich he bought a tract of fifty acres of
wild land, upon which Jle built a small log house
and· went to work to clear the land and transform it into a cultivated farm. :Mr. Hurst contjnued his work here until1900, in the meantime
being also interested in bridge contracting and
ditching through many sections of the County
of Kent: He is a man of" the greatest activity
and business energy, and attributes much of his
success to untiring industry. His reputation being that of an honest and upright man; who
pursued the path of duty without swerving, he
''~'as found to be just the man wanted when the
county council met, after the completion of the
House of Refuge, to select a superintendent.
This honorable and responsible position Mr.
Hurst accepted when it was tendered to him,
and for the past three years he has filled the
office with ability and efficiency. Many of the
improvements which he has made on the fiftyacre tract connected with the institution hli.ve
been after ideas· of his own, all of them reflecting the greatest credit upon him.: 'The planting
of orchards and groves, and the careful attention given to the grounds, make this a very at
tractive public institution. His heart is in his
work, and he is appreciated by the officials, who
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regard him personally with the highest degreeof respect and esteem. At the : resent writing·
there are thirty:five inmates, of lJoth sexes, all of
. whom are cared for as their condition requires.
In this work Mr.· Hurst is ably assisted by hie
wife, who is matron." · 1\fr. Hurst still retains his·
farm in Sandwich, which is now occupied by a
tenant. He is a .member of the Church of Eng-:
land. In politics he is a Conservative, but not
actively engaged in politics, centering his interest in his present occupation.
In 1879 1\Ir. Hurst wa.S married (first), in
the County of Oxford, Ont., to Miss Jennetta ·
Wylie, daughter of John Wylie, of Paisley.
Scotland, and two children were born to their
union, Homer and· Lucy; the former was killed
. in an accident on the Michigan Central railroad
in August, 1903, and was interred in the Lake:view cemetery at Leamington, Ont. The latter
·is· the wife of Samuel Day, of Tillson burg, Ont.
Mrs. Hurst. died July 12, 1882, being struck by
lightning. She, too,· was buried in the Lake. ·
vievv cemetery.
In 1884 Mr. Hurst was married (second) to
Miss Cornelia Tinlin, who was born in St. Catharine's, Ont., a daughter of James Tinlin. Four
children have been- born to this union, namely:
Irene; Eli, who is attending college; Nettie,
novv attending the Collegiate Institute; and Roy,
who died in infancy. Mrs. ·Hurst and the other·
members of the family belong to the· Methodist
Church, where all are held in the'highest esteem. ·
Fraternally Mr. Hurst is a Mason. County Essex
is to be congratulateq on securing the assistance'
of a family so eminently fitted for the superintendency of this important public institution, for
· with practical ideas they ·combine the virtues·
of sympathy and kindness.
HENRY J. LANGLOIS; one of the prosperous farmers of Sandwich East, and a leading
man in his locality, is a conspicu9us example ·
of the results to be attained by· determined industry directed by a quick intelligence. · Mr.
Langlois was greatly hampered in his youth, but ·
out of his straitened circumstances has, in the
course of time, evolved a fine estate• and ample .
fortune.
Mr. Langlois' parents were Julian and. Rose
(Parent) Langlois, who were both born in Sandwich East, and belonged to prominent families ·
of the county. ·The paternal grandparents- were
· also natives of the County of Essex, but were
of French extraction. ·J ulian Langlois settled
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on a farm on the River Front at the beginning
of the nineteenth century, and there the family
lived until the father's death by drowning, at
the head of Bull Island, 'vhen his son, Henry,
was only three years old. Mrs. Langlois afterward married Mr. J acob Belpeche, of Sandwich,
now deceased. Julian Langlois left two. sons
and one daughter, as follows: Jerome, the eldest, settled and died on the old place on the
river front, leaving a family; Mastile, the only
daughter, died unmarried; and Henry J.
Henry J. Langlois was born Nov. 25, 1829,
and grew up on the old farm, assisting his mother in its management as soon as he was old
enough to be of any help. When Jerome was of
age, the estate was divided, and Henry settled
on the part lying on the Tecumseh road. There
he cleared up a fine farm, and has built two
good houses on it.
.
Mr. Langlois has been twice married, his
first wife having been Miss Josie St. Louis, of
Sand,vich, who died in 1896. She was the mother of six children, namely: (1) Adeline, deceased, married Frank Moran, and had one son,
Albert. (2) Philomene died while young. (3)
Elizabeth married Frank St. Louis, of Sandwich
East, and is the mother of Minnie, Alexander,
Cecile, Rosanna, James, Isadore, Ferdinand and
Edwin. (4) Alexandrine is the 'vife of Francis St. Louis; they have.no children. (5) Adolphus married Miss Annie Langlois, and resides
on his father's homestead, with his five children
-Jeremiah, Rosie, Remie, Louise and Corinne.
(6) Philouise died when a young lady.
In February, 1899, Mr. Langlois married
Mrs. Cecilia (Campeau) Reaume, daughter of
Edward and Cecilia (Boyer) Campeau, prominent pioneer people of Detroit. She was born
Aug. 25, 1841, and in 1872 married Robert
Reaume, a leading business man of Detroit, who
died in 1889. By this union there were three
children: Miss ·Adele C., now of Detroit, 1\Ii'chigan; and Mamie and Robert, who died young.
The year of his second marriage Mr. Langlois purchased a fine farm in Tecumseh, where
he has since resided. He is a large property
owner, h olding over 400 acres of land, besides
having purchased farms for each of his children.
All thiS has been achieved by his own efforts,
for his father's death left the family with very
slender means, and Mr. Langlois earned the
money to make his start in life by working by
· the day. His present success represents perseverance, honesty and indefatigable labor.

The religious belief of 1\Ir. Langlois and his
family is that of the Catholic Church, and they
helped to form the first church -of that denomination of Sandwich. Politically he has always
voted with the Conservatives. Mr. Langlois is
both a practical and theoretical farmer, for not
only has he kept himself fully informed as to
the latest and best agricultural methods, but he
has introduced them on his own farm with a
success that is self-evident. In all his dealings
he has been invariably upright, and has won the
unreserved respect of aU with whom he has
come in contact.
LEWlS T. FERRISS, an energetic farmer
of the township of Colchester South, County of
Essex, has one of the best farms in the county.
He was born on Lot 58, Concession 5, Feb. 25,
1858, son of Philip and Eleanor (Little) Ferriss,
of that township, where the former is now a
retired farmer and prominent citizen. The
mother died in 1897; aged seventy-two, in the
faith of the Established Church. The father is
a member of the Methodist Church. Besides Lewis T., their children \vere: Herbert, a farmer of Colchester South; Esther, deceased; and
Abner, on the old homestead with the father.
Lewis T. Ferriss received a common school
education, and remained home until his marriage, when he bought part of the Abner Bidwell
farm in the Gore, adding to it from time to time
until he now has fifty acres in his home farm,
and fifty acres south of it. The property he located upon was only J?artly cleared, but he completed the work, erected a handsome bric"\t residence and large barns and other outbuildings.
He devotes his land to general farming, making
a specialty, however, of raising stock and tobacco,
during 1903 planting eight acres in tobacco.
His farming operations are very successful, and
his fields and premises are in an excellent condition, denoting th at a master-hand controls
every detail. Mr. Ferriss devotes . considerable
time and attention to buying and selling live
stock.
In politics Mr. Ferriss is a Conservative, although he has never aspired to office. In religion
he is a supporter of the Methodist Church. FraternaJ.ly he affiliates with the Workmen .of
Harrow, and is. popular in the organization.
In 1884, in the town of Amherstburg, Mr.
Ferriss was married to Nettie Davey, a native of
Colchester South, daughter of David and Mary
(Norgate) Davey, born in England, who resided
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in that township for many years. lie died Dec.
12, 1903, aged seventy-three, and she in 1881.
The children born to M:r. and M:rs. Ferriss are:
Pearl, Orville, David,· Arnold (who died at the
age of fourteen months) and Hugh.
TIIOMAS SQUIRE, a prosperous retired
farmer of Leamington, was born April 1, 1843,
in the town of Gosfield South, and the family
were among the early settlers of that portion of
the County of Essex.
The Squire family is of English origin, and
the father of our subject, Thomas, Sr., was the
first of the family to settle in Canada. His
birth occurred in Yorkshire, England, in 1805,
and at the age of twenty-five years he sailed from
Liverpool to Long Island, where he married
Elizabeth Pratton, of Huddersfield, England.
Some years l ater they removed to Detroit, where
they lived for a year, and then removed to Canada, settling in the County of Essex, where they
p~ed the remainder of their lives. In his \llative
land the father had learned the trade of blacksmith, at which he .worked until he came to
Canada, where h,e took up the occupation · of
farming, and was thus engaged very pNfitably
until his death, which occurred in the to\vn of
Leamington, April 17, 1891, when he was aged
eighty-six years, three months and eighteen days.
His wife had died in M:ersea t o,vnship Aug. 31,
1875, aged sixty-two years, seven months nnd
six days. Eleven children were born to the
parents of ·our subject, six of whom survive:
William, John, Thomas, Elizabeth, Louisa and
Drusilla. Benjamin, born July 21, 1834, died
April 28, 1902; he married Jane Underwood
(who is also deceased). Lydia. Ann, born Aug.
25, 1836, rna rried James Hilliard. William, born
Aug. 21, 1838, married Lucy Wilcox, and they
now live retired in Windsor. J ohn, born Oct. 1,
1841, was married to Marie 1\I. Thornton. Thomas
was' born April 1, 1843. Elizabeth, born March
15, 1845, married Joseph Fox. Mary Ann was
born :March 5, 1847. Louisa, born Jan. 6, 1849,
married Joseph Robinson. Naomi was born Oct.
19, 1850. Melvina, born Dec. 20, 1852, died
1\farch 1, 1853. Drusilla, born April 9, 1854,
married Alfred Dowler.
·
Thomas Squire, whose name introduces this
sketch, was reared to manhood on the homestead
farm, and attended school during the winter
months. His entire life has been spent in farmi,ng, and wben he was twenty-seven years old
he purchased the home farm from his father,
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which he continued to conduct successfully until
January, 1!)03, when, having erected a very
handsome and comfortable home in the town of
Leamington, he relinquished active business life,
and now lives retired.
Mr. Squire has been married three times. In
Gosfield township he married Rebecca D. Cumiford, who died May 23, 1879, aged thirty-one
years, five months and three days, leaving t wo
children : Minnie Alzore, born Feb. 12, 1871,
died, 1\farch 17, 1894, at the age of twenty-three
years, one month and five days; and Cecilia
May, . born Jan. 16, 1874, married Arthur H.
Wood, formerly of London, England, now of
Gosfield, and has one son, Vere. For his second
wife 1\fr. Squire was married in M:ersea township,
to 1\Jary Jones, who died Jan. 23, 1897, aged
forty-one years, six months and four days. To
this union two children were born: Ernest Wilford, born 1\lay 19, 1882; and Howard Earl, born
Aug. 31, 1883. On Feb. 2, 1898, l\1r. Squire married in Gosfield North township, Phoebe Smith,
who was born in Rochester township May 3,
1848, daughter of Edwin and Emily (Sawyer)
Smith. There are no children by this marriage.
Mr. Squire is a. consistent member of the Methodist Church. Socially, he holds membership in
Beaver Lodge No. 82, I.O.O.F., Ruthven, in
which he has tilled several offices creditably. He
is a great lover of sports, especially in the horse
line, and as he is possessed of unlimited means,
he is able to gratify his desires by possessing t he
best in the market regardless of cost. By nature
he is social, and his genial disposition and hearty
enjoyment of good company make him immensely popular, and he has hosts of friends wherever
he is known.
EDWARD BARRON, one of the prosperous
farmers of Malden to\vnship, is a. representative
of one of the first French families to come to t he
County of Essex.
Early data of the family are not at hand, beyond the generation of the grandfather of our
subject, who was born at Montreal and came in
young manhood to Sandwich, where he embarked in farming. '!'here he purchased a tract
of 160 acres in Malden township, on the river
front, and made it his home until shortly prior
to his death, which occurred on the farm just
south of his home place. The four of his sons
who grew to maturity were: Pierre, who occupied
the farm in Malden township; IlycinthE', who
occupied the homestead farm ; Chal'll's, who
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lived in Amherstburg; and Joseph, the young·
est of the family, and the father of our subject.
Joseph Barron \Vas born· in 1816, in Malden
township, and grew up on the river front farm.
To us of the present day,· it seems as if it must
have been a lonely life, with few and scattered
neighbors, and only the most primitive educational opportunities. At the time of his marriage, his father gave him a 100-acre tract of
land in Lot 63, Concession 6, upon which he
settled after clearing a space upon which to
erect a log house. He passed the remainder of
his life engaged in clearing and cultivating this
farm, where he died in 1856, aged forty years.
Joseph Barron. was married in Colchester to
Archangel Bondy, born in Colchester, and still
surviving at the age of seventy-eight years.
'fheir children were as follows: Joseph D., who
owns and occupies the home farm, married 1\Irs.
Martha (Wilds) Delmore; Edward; Charles,
who· has a fine farm adjoining that of our subject, married Susan Amlin.
Edward Barron \vas born Sept. 7, 1850, on
the home place in Malden township, and obtained his education in the common schools. of
the locality, the schoolhouse standing at that
time on the farm · of Mr. 1\"rickle.· Later the
building was purchased by Charles Barron, and
is used by · him as one of his farm buildings.
In association with his brother Charles, Edward Barron bought the 400-acre farm of J. H.
Lockhart, the property always known as Lockhart 's Island. It was land that had been cleared and cultivated, but had been much neglected.
The brothers divided the farm, Edward taking
the south 200 acres, in Lot 57, and he may
well be pleased at what he has aecomplished
here1 the splendid condition of his land, and his
fine large house and commodious farm buildings,
showing the results of his industry. The land
is well adapted to stock raising, to which Mr.
Barron has devoted much intelligent attention.
Mr. Barron was married, in Anderdon township, to Matilda Walsh, · and three daughters
have been born to them, viz. : Tessie, Gertrude
and Angel, all of whom have had convent training, the youngest still being at her studies in
the convent at Sarnia. The family belongs to
the Roman Catholic Church, and Mr. Barron
affiliates with the C.M.B.A. He is a Conservative in politics, and during 1885 and 1886 he
served as a member of the Malden township
council. He is a man highly esteemed in his
locality.

JAMES S. LABELLE, M.D.C.M., of Windsor,
is descended from one of the pioneer French
families of the County of 'l'wo Mountains, Quebec. -'l'he great-grandfather of J ames S. LaBelle came from France and settled in Two
:l\1ountains at an early day. In his family was
a son who became the grandfather of our subject,
and who was a farmer in the above-mentioned
county. There he became the father of Oliver
LaBelle, the father of our subject.
Oliver LaBelle was born in the parish of St.
Augustin~ Montreal, Aug. 6, 1837. He studied
for the ministry in Knox College, 'l'oronto, em·
ploying his vacations as a missionary to the
French-Canadians on the borders of the Detroit
River. On finishing his college course, Mr. LaBelle's earnest desire was to labor among the
French-Canadians; but no door seemed to be
open, and he accepted the call of a Canadian
Presbyterian congregation in Canada West. In
1866 a way was opened for the gratification of
his constant and earnest wish, namely, to devote
himself wholly to the work of the Lord among
his own people. His health, which was very precarious before he left Upper Canada, seemed to
improve, and he entered upon his duties as pastor of the French Evangelical Church at Montreal, to which he had received a unanimous call,
with a zeal and devotedness which were his chief
characteristics, and which soon rallied round him
a loving people. H e was induced, however, by
the urgent order of the ablest physicians, to seek
a warmer climate in the beginning of winter as
the only chance of even prolonging his life for
a while. But this remedy came too late. Mr.
LaBelle 'Went to Nassau, but there felt his life
was ebbing so fast that he must return home; in
order, if possible, to see his wife and children
ere he passed away; and on the voyage back he
did indeed get home, but it was not to his home
on earth. He died in 1867. His labors in· the
missionary cause were so highly appreciated by
the students of Knox College that on April 4,
1861, they presented him with a. handsome family Bible, which is now in the possession of his
son, James LaBelle.
In 1861, Oliver LaBelle married Jane MacDonald, who ~vas born in Toronto, in 1843,
daughter of James MacDonald, who was a soldier
in the British army. He came to Toronto in
that capacity about the year 1840, and there
died. To Oliver LaBelle and wife were born
three children: John, deceased; Esther, of Windsor; and D"r. James S. After the death of Rev.
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Mr. LaBelle, Mrs. LaBelle married William Kay,
M.A., late librarian of the public librat·y of
Windsor, their marriage taking place in 'foronto,
Ont., in 1874. Mr. Kay died in 1902.
Dr. James S. LaBelle was born in Columbus,
Ont., in 1865. His early education was received
in Toronto, where he resided with his mother
and grandparents. In 1874, with his mother and
stepfather, the late Rev. William Kay, M.A., he
moved to "The Soo, " where the l~v. Mr. Kay
was pastor of the Presbyterian Church. Here
<>ur subject attended school for one year, after
which he spent some time in the schools of Toronto and Galt. In 1877 Rev. Mr. Kay was ap.
pointed classical teacher in the high school of
Windsor, and the family went to that city, where
James S. LaBelle completed his literary studies.
On Oct. 3, 1881, he entered the drug store of
Simons & Cooper, Detroit, as clerk, remaining
there until August, 1883, when he went into the
wholesale drug house of Hinchman & Sons, of
Detroit. There he continued until 1885, going
then to Toronto, and with J. R. Lee, of that city,
he completed his apprenticeship to the drug
business. In December, 1887, he passed his examination in pharmaey, and in March, 1888, he
entered a wholesale drug house in Detroit, where
he remained until the following September. On
Nov. 1, 1888, James S. LaBelle opened a drug
store in Windsor, known as the West End Pharmacy. This he later sold, and in March, 189·0,
in partnership with two other parties, he purehased the Central Drug Store, of which he was
manager until 1899, when he sold out the business toW. A. Pond. ·
In 1894 J ames S. LaBelle entered the Detroit
College of Medicine, from which he graduated
with the degree of M.D. in1897. In 1898 here<leived from 'frinity University the degree of
M.D.C.:M. He spent some time as interne in
Harper Hospital, Detroit, and in 1899 began the
practice of his profession in Windsor, where he
has met with success from the start. In 1902
Dr. LaBelle was appointed a coroner for County
Essex, taking the place made vacant by the r-esignation of Dr. J . 0 . Reaume. In municipal
politics he was elected ·as public school trustee
for Ward 2.
In 1890 Dr. LaBelle and Miss Flora T. BU!t·
terworth were united in marriage. Mrs. LaBelle
is a daughter of Robert Butterworth, for many
years a resident of Windsor. The Doctor adh eres to the Presbvterian faith. Politically he
is a Liberal.
•
14

.

200

THOMAS lRWI.N, a well-known, retired
farmer of Leamington, who for many years
was a successful tiller of the soil of M·ersea
township, was born in County Armagh, Ireland,
a son of William Irwin, also born in the same
place, and grandson· of William Irwin, who was
born and spent his entire life in that locality.
William Irwin, father of Thomas, grew to
manhood on a farm, and engaged in that line
of work in his native place. 'l'here he married
Eliza Cowan, daughter of William Cowan, and
they had eight children, three of whom were
born in Ireland: Mary married Joseph Sloane,
is now a widow and resides at 'l'ilbury ; Margaret, deceased, married
Uriah Philips;
Thomas; George is a farmer
the 3d Concession; J anc, deceased, married Geo1~ge Copeland ;
James lives in Mersea township; Maria is the
widow of John Orto.n, and they reside on the
5th Concession, Mersea township ; Eliza married
Joel Windsor, of t.fersea to\'mship. William
Irwin, with his wife and three children,. left
his native land, in 1838, on a sailing vessel,
bound for the New World. Reaching New York
they made their way by the Hudson river and
canal to Buffalo, and from thence by boat to
Detroit. From Detroit the little party went
to Olinda, County Essex, Ont., where a short
time was spent, when they journeyed to Mersea
township, and a tract of 100 acres was obtained
from the government from the Talbot tract, on
the 7th Concession. Upon this land a· log .house
and set-to were soon erected, and the energetic
young father began to clear up the land. The
remainder of his life was spent in putting his
land under cultivation, and making numeroui
improvements. He was a hard-working man,
and he saw much of pioneer life in :rviersea
township, which. was nothing but a wilderness
when he settled there. During all of his work,
he was ably assisted by his wife and children
as they grew up. Mrs. Irwin was one or the
noble, strong and capable women of history,
who brought up a large family, did her housework under difficulties we of to-day can not
realize, and still did the weaving, spinning,
made clothing for all the family, besides h elping in the field, and attending to the milking of
the stock. In spite of her hard work, she lived
to be eighty-four years of a~e, dying on. the
farm she had done so much to secure. Hezo
remains were tenderly . interred in Albuna
cemetery, and for many years she was a devout member of the Methodist Church. Wil-
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liam Irwin was eighty-three when he died, and
his remains lie in the same cemetery. H e, too,
was a member of the Methodist Church, and
both were active in church work. M:r. Irwin
was a supporter of the Reform party. Fraternally he was a l\lason, having joined before leaving Ireland, and he was made an honorary
member of the lodge at L eamington. During
his long and useful life, he 'ever endeavored to
do his duty as he believed it, and had many
warm personal friends in his neighborhood.
Thomas Irwin was only three or. four years
old when he came with his parents to tht!
County of Essex:. At that time there were no
schools or churches, but although he had no
educational advantages, he was brought up by
good, Christian mother and father, and was
well fitted to fight his battles with the world.
While he never learned much from books, he
possessed always an excellent judgment, a keen
sense of right and wrong, and being industrious
and thrifty, he has made hjmself one of the
leading men of his community. When a mere
child he was taught to work, ·and as his years
increased, his usefulness kept apace. Remaining at home until he was twenty-three years of
age, he was well fitted when he started out for
himself on 100 acres, and was able to clear it
up, and make upon it many improvements. Including these were house, barn, b uildings,
fences, etc., and he became very successful in
his work. Later he bega.n raising stock, and
carried on general farming. · In 1902 he retired
. from farming, and building a handsome residence on Clark street, Leamington, he settled
down to enjoy the fruit of his labors. He is a
stanch Liberal, and supports the candidates of
his party. In religious matters he is a member of the :Methodist Church, and for many
years was trustee of the Mt. Carmel Church,
and for eighteen years a member of the church
at Leamington. Fraternally Mr. Irwin is a member of the A.O.U.W. of Leamington, in which
order he holds the office of doorkeeper. For
some years he was a member of the Loyal Orange
Association of Blytheswood, being one of its
·charter members.
In 1862 Mr. Irwin married Agnes Gardner,
born in Lower· Canada, a daughter of William
Gardner. She died in October, 1898, aged fiftyeight years, and is buried in the cemetery at Albuna. She, too, was a faithful member of the
Methodist Church. The following children were
born of this union: William Thomas and John
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James, twins; the former is deceased, the latter
is a resident of .l\lerli_n, Ont.; Eliza J ane married
Christopher Stevenson; Agnes married Adam
l"enner, of Uochcster township; Margaret died
at the age of twenty-one years ; Walter is a
farmer of Mersea township; Mary married Al- ·
bert Lyman, of Rochester township; Almyra
married Prideau J. Sloane, of Mersea township;
LaRoy. is on the old homestead; Annie is house]{eeper for her father; and two children died in
infancy.
Since the death of Mrs. Irwin, Annie has
kept house for her father. She is a most excellent young lady, with musical genius, and for
five years was a member of the choir ·of Mt. Carmel, and is now a member of the ch oir of the
Methodist Church of Leamington. This father
and daughter, so closely united by bonds of love,
as well as those of relationship, set a most excellent example to others of a united household,
where a devoted daughter cares for the father
who took care of her in her helpless childhood.
They are most highly esteemed in the neighbor!hood. In church work they can always be de·
pended upon, and both are liberal contributors
toward the support of the church of their faith.
JOHN KEANE, a prominent farmer of Colchester North, Malden Road, Lot 28, County of
Essex, was born June 5, 1843, in County Water·
ford, Ireland, son of :Michael and Bridget
(Welch ) Keane, the former of whom was anative of the same county, while the latter was born
in the County of Kilkenny.
In 1851 Michael Keane, with his wife and
family, came to Quebec, Canada, reaching that
port after a five weeks' voyage on the Atlantic
Ocean in a sailing vessel. They settled in the
County of Northumberland, where both he and
his wife conti-nued to live until their
death. lie survived his wife, who died
at the age of sixty years, and after a
number of years married again, dying
himself at the ripe age of seventy-eight years;
and being in turn survived by his second wife.
The result of the first union was five children,
four sons-John, .William, Mark and Thomas;
and a daughter-Mary; and of the second union
three sons-James, Francis and Ambrose, and a
daughter. Of the family, only two sons, John
and Ambrose, survive, the latter of whom still
resides in the County of Northumber land.
Of the children of the first marriage (1)
John, the eldest, is mentioned below. (2) Wil-
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liam, born in Ireland, engaged in a mercantile
business at Stratford, and died in the town of
Peterboro' in 1895. H e married a l\fiss Willson, of Stratford, and at his death left two sons,
William II. and John Albert, of Detroit. (3).
Thomas married and settled in Hamilton, where
he died in 1896, leaving a widow and two daughters. ( 4) l\lary, the only daughter, died at Hamilton in young womanhood. (5) :;\lark, the
youngest, was born after the family came to Canada, and on reaching manhood he engaged in
business at Hamilton; he married there, and at
his death in April, 1896, he left a widow and t wo
daughters.
John Keane attended school some years prior
to coming to . Canada, and he completed his education here. At the age of nineteen years he apprenticed himself to learn the blacksmith's trade,
a business he has followed with much success. In
1865 in t he capacity of blacksmith, he went to
the oil district of P ennsylvania, .and worked one
year at Titusville. From there he went to Erie
City, Pen.nsylvania, thence to Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Richmond, Kentucky, working for a time in
all these cities, and gaining a very fair knowledge
of the country. Nothing that he saw or learned
caused him to feel that he could do better outside
of Canada, and in 1869 he returned to the
County of Northumberland, and opened a shop
at Harwood, where he remained in business for
seventeen years. Being a. skilled workman he was
always kept busily employed, and became well
known in t hat locality.
In 1870 Mr. Keane married, at Harwood,
:Miss Keturah Humber, born in 1850, in th e Isle
of Wight, daughter of David and Leah Humber,
who came from the Isle of Wight to Bowmanville, County of Durham, in 1856. Mr. Humber
is still living there. His family of nine children
were as follows: Charles, a prominent citizen of
Goderich, County of Huron, serving as one of
t.he aldermen ; Angeline, wife of .Tohn Fife, of
the County of Peterborough; Lorenzo, of the
County of Peterborough; Cephas, who died in
childhood in England; Paracetus, wife of J. A.
1\Iix, a hardware merchant of Warkwm·th, Conn·
ty of Northumberland; Herschel, who died in
young manhood in Belleville, Canada; Frank, reRiding at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba; Oliver,
a hardware merchant at Portage la Prairie; and
1\frs. Keane.
After marriage our subject and wife resided
at Harwood lmtil 1884, when they came to the
County of Essex, and purchased 200 acres of
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bush land, accepting pioneer hardships. It took
a great deal of i ndustry to clear up this large
body of land, but Mr. Keane was determined to
secute a gpod home for his family, and to pro·
vide substantially for the future. I n years it is
but a short time, but counting by work and by
what has been accomplished, many years seem to
have passed. The farm is now one of the best,
most attractive ·and productive in this locality,
and was improved in 1897 by the erection of a
handsome modern brick residence, and two large
barns. It is a home of which any one might feel
proud.
l\Ir. and Mrs. Keane have been signally
blessed in their children, all bright, intelligent
and enterprising. (1) William J., the eldest,
bom in Kovember, 1869, at Harwood, grew up on
the home farm, and as a young man entered the
employ of the American Express Company, then
settled at Watertown, South Dakota, as agent
of the same company, and is now stationed at
Aberdeen, South Dakota. He married Della
Tes.'>ier; of Rockford, Illinois, who died at Water·
town, leaving two sons, Maurice J . and William
C., the latter now deceased. :Mr. Keane has since
marl"ied again. (2) A. W ., born in 1872, attended the local and high schools, and then became a student in the Toronto University, preparing for the medical 'profession, having been
prior to this a successful teacher in the County
of Essex. (3) David A., born in :May, 1874, completed a course in the common and high schools
in County Essex, and then entered the University at Ada, Ohio, where he was graduated in
1900, with a degree of B.A.; he is now stationed
in Nebraska, a minister of the Methodist Church.
He married l\Iabel H ildebrand, of Ada, and has
one son, Frank. ·( 4) Francis H., born in December, 1875, is engaged with the American E.x::press
Company at Detroit, Michigan. (5) Mary Leah
V., born in November, 1877, married George
Blight, of the County of Essex, and they reside
on their fl\rm in Colchester. ( 6) Laura L., born
Sept. 23, 1879, is the wife of John Campbell, and
they reside on his farm in Colchester. (7) H elena B., born in April, 1882, is a graduate of a
County Essex High School. (8) Louisa was
born in January, 1889.
For many years i.\Ir. Keane has been one of
the leading members of the Presbyterian Church
in this locality, and has been most liberal in his
support. Politically he has always been identified with the Reform party, and has been an official on the school board of Colchester, serving
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for some time as trustee. Fraternally he is a
.:\Iason, belonging to Korth Star Lodge, No. 365,
of the County of N"orthumberland.
1\Tr. Keane is so well and favorably known
throng·h out Colchester that additional comment
seems-unnecessary. His life has been one of industry intelligently directed, and he is, in his declining years, reaping what he has sown. He has
attained prominence in his locality through the
exercise of good judgment, has accumulated
wealth tht·ough frugality and industry, and has
gained the esteem of his fellow-citizens by his
charity, neighborliness and readiness to further
all movements for the benefit of his community.
.-\fter a life of earnest effort it must be comforting to know that it has not been in vain, and as
l\lr. Keane looks about him over his broad acres,
counts. his flocks and herds, takes pleasure in the
children who have brought credit on his name,
and meets the friendly hand-grasp of his a.'>;SO·
<:iates, he surely must feel a glow of justifiable
:pride.
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THO)!A~ McCREERY, a wealthy farmer
and prominent citizen of Gosfield North, residing on Talbot Road South, has been a lifelong
resident of the County of Essex, for he was born
on his present homestead, June 5, 1839, and has
always made it his home. His parents, Thomas
and Margaret (Robinson) McCreery, were
among the leading pioneers of the county.
John McCreery, .t he paternal grandfather,
came to America about 1796, and settled in New
York State, where his son, Thomas (2), was born
shortly after, on May 13, 1796. He was the only
one of the children to leave the United States.
Having enlisted while still young for service in
the war of 1812, in the American army, he was
stationed at Fort Malden, at the time peace was
declared, and he decided to stay in that region.
Taking up a. grant of land on the Talbot Road,
he became permanently a Canadian citizen. He
built a log house, opened up his farm, and in
time grew wealthy. When the war of 1837 broke
out, Mr. l\1cCreery enlisted again, this time in
the Canadian Rifles, under Capt. Fox, and was
in the battle of Windsor, when the Americans
were driven out.
In 1822 Thomas McCreery married Margaret
Robinson, who was born in Montreal, July 9,
1798, the granddaughter of a French colonel of
tnat city. Her father, John Robinson, was born in
Dubliin, Ireland, and, ·coming .to America, was

.

'

among the pioneers at Detroit, Michigan. He
was one of the Loyalists who emigrated to Canada, and settled in Gosfield township, where he
lived and died on his farm. This family of Robinsons have now diecl out. Mrs. Margaret R.
McCreery survived her husband five years, as
his death occurred March 31, 1869, and hers July
14, 1874. 'l'hey were consistent members of the
Methodist Church.
'l'homas McCreery and his wife were the parents of ten children: ( 1) Mary, born in Gosfield,
:May 15, 1823, died in January, 1892. She was
married (first) to George Pratten, who moved to
Wisconsin, and there died, and later she became
the wife of Oscar WiHiams, and lived in Minnesota, where her death occurred. She left ten
children. (2) Eliza, born Jan. 16, 1825, died
Sept. 10, 1825. (3) John, born June 25, 1826,
went to California during the early gold excitement there, and was never afterward heard
from. ( 4) Jan~, born in March, 1828, is the deceased wife of James Haggerty, for many years
a wealthy custom officer for the County of Essex, who died at his home in Maidstone. (5)
David, born l\lay 27, 1830, married and settled
in Gosfield, but later removed to the American
side, and there died, leaving two childrenThomas D., who lives on his father's old farm in
Gosfield, and Rosanna, who resides in the United
States. (6) George, born June 26, 1832, married,
while quite young, 'Miss Susanna LaMarsh, of
Essex. They settled 'in Gosfield, where he died
in 1892, leaving three children-George, of New
Brunswick; Caroline, who married Alex. Taylor;
and Louise, of Gosfield. (7) Margaret, born
Sept. 19, 1834, died March 9, 1836. (8) Nancy,
born Nov. 27, 1836, married Samuel Cloutier,
of Windsor, and died leaving three children, Ed- ·
ward, 'Alexander and Ruby. (9) Thomas (2)
was the ninth child. (10) Minerva, born Aug.
26, 1841, was married three times, first, to J ames
Stewart, second, to Timothy Jones, and third,
to William Trethewey. She · lives in Windsor,
and has two daughters.
Thomas McCreery grew up on the old homestead, receiving only the limited education which
was available then. He was hardly more than
a boy when his father turned the management
of the farm over to him, and farming has been
his main occupation since that time. Under his
control many general improvements have been
made on the place, and all of the present buildings have been erected by him. Mr. McCreery
has become wealthy, and now owns several other
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farms in Gosfield, on which he has settled his
sons.
On April 17, 1860, occurr ed the marriage of
Mr. McCreery to Miss I sabella Wilson, who was
born in Scotland, June 23, 1844, daughter of
Hugh and Agnes (McNaughton) Wilson. Hugh
Wilson came from Glasgow to Canada in 1848,
and settled in .Maidstone, where he died June
13, 1883, aged sixty-seven years. He was a farmer all his days. His wife died Feb. 29, ·1904,
aged ninety-three years. They were members
of the Presbyterian Church.
1\'fr. and :Mrs. McCreery have had eight children: (1)David 0., born J an. 15, 1861, married
Miss Emily Cumeford, of Gosfield, and resides
on a part of his father's homestead. They have
one son, Glenn. (2) Martha, born in March, 1863,
is the wife of Nelson Jones, and resides in Chelsea, Michigan, with her three children, Edna,
J ennie and Plorence. (3) Leonard W., born
Dec. 19, 1865, married Miss Maggie Trimble,
of Gosfield, and they reside on a ranch in North
Dakota. They have four daughters, Mabel, Lydia, Agnes and Ruby. (4) .Tohn F., born March
6, 1869, married Miss Florence Arnold, of Maidstone; they now live on part of the old homestead. (5)Hugh, born Nov.. '21, 1871~ married
l\'fiss Esther Queen, of Gosfield, and their three
children are Wilfred, Edison ·and Edna. They
live in Seattle, Washington, where he is a traveling machinist. (6) Colin, born Aug. 30, 1876,
'\Vas graduated from the high school at Essex,
and now lives in Edmonton, Canada, where he
is a machine agent. He is unmarried. (7) Annie, born Dec. 23, 1883, and ( 8) :Minerva, born
.A ng. 26, 1887, are students in the Essex high
·
school.
Thomas l\.fcCreery has always been a strong
Liberal in his political views, and has been
elected to various offices. In 1886 and for many
years after, he was a school trustee. Chosen
deputy reeve of old Gosfield in 1883,. in 1888 he
became r eeve of Gosfield North, and served three
years. Since 1884 he has served continuously
as justice of the peace. Thoroughly honest, and
possessing great native ability, he discharged
. the various duties of these positions to the greatest satisfaction of those who had put him in office, and has at all times commanded the ·fullest ·
confidence of the community.
:M'r. McCreery
and his wife are both members of the Methodist
Church, in which he has been steward for over
thirty years, and for much of the time superint endent of the Sunday School. Mr. 1\IcCreery is
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a man of the most exemplary character, broadminded and charitable, honorable in all his dealings and sincerely devoted to the welfare of ti1e

community.
HUGH LINDSAY, a prosperous general
farmer and stock raiser of Tilbury West township, is one of the best-known agriculturists of
that section of Cmmty Essex. He is a native of
Scotland, a country which has furnished to Canada a large majority of her best, most loyal an<l
successful men.

Mr. Lindsay comes of one of the very old
families of his native land, its beginning being
lost in the mists of the past. His birth took
place Aug. 17, 1842, in Kirkintilloch, Stirli•ngshire. His great-grandfather, also Hugh LindRay, was born at Kilbride, r.anarkshire, near
Glasgow, and he married l\Iarian Struthers. In
1763 their son William was born at Kilbride. He
became a farmer in Renfre,v, in Renfrewshire,

near the Clyrle, and there lived to a good old age,
dying in 1843. His wife was Ellen Lackey, born
at Glasgow, who lived to be more than eighty
years of agf\. They belonged to the Established
Chnrch of Scotland. They had eight children,
as follows: William, :father of Hugh Lindsay;
Hugh, who died at the age of twenty-two years;
l\Iarian, deceased wife of William Lindsay; :Margaret, who married David Sproul, of Duncannon,

County Huron, Ont.; Janet, who died at home;

1\'fary, who married .rames Forest, of Scotland;
Ellen, who married Alexander Young, of Clarkston, Michigan, and died in July, 1903; and
Christina, who married James Drummond, of
Glasgow, Scotland, and is now deceased.
William Lindsay, eldest son of the above' family, was born on the Clyde, in Renfrew, Scotlanrl, and was reared on a farm. His father pro-·
vided him with means to obtain a collegiate edu- .
cation, and he then embarked in a mercantile·
business in Kirkintilloch, Stirlings)lire. His life·
was brought to a close at the age of thirty-six
years, during the great cholera pla.gue which
S\Vept over Europe in 1848. He was a. member of ·
the Established Church of Scotland, but in 1842,
with many others, joined in the movement which
resulted in the Free Church of Scotland, .and hewas one of the organizers of that body in his lo-.
~ality. He was a man of settled convictions, and
followed the lin.e of his conscience.
.
William Lindsay married l\fargaret Law, a
daughter of John Law. She contracted a second
marriage ·with .Tames Gray, and died in advanced:
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age, in 1860, at Glasgow, where she lies buried.
She was a good, Christian woman, a faithful
member of the Free Church. The children of
William Lindsay and wife were: William, whc
was shot and killed, while in the performance of
his official duty, at Comber, Ont., l\fay 4, 1894,
by J oseph Truskey (who was later hung for the
crime) and was interr~d in Knox cemetery;
John, who was a coppersmith in I..~ondon, England, later located· in C.hili, South America, and
during the revolution of 1891, all trace of him
was lost, his family still residing' in England;
Hugh; Elizabeth, who married James Graham,
and died in her native place; Margaret, who married Archibald Hunter, and lives at Glasgow,
Scotland, as also does the youngest member of
the family, Alexander.
Hugh Lindsay had the misfortune to lose his
father when he was only six years of age. He
attended the subscription schools until old
enough to enter the cotton millS in his locality,
in which he kept employed for two years; and
at farming until 1865. Seeking to better his condition, his aspirations led him to seek a home
across the ocean, and on Oct. 4, 1865, he saile-d
from Glasgow, on the Allan Line steamer, "St.
·George." It will be recalled that this steame:c
was later lost off the stormy coast of Newfoundland, but it safely carried its passengers to Quebec on the occasion in which we are most interested.
Mr. Lindsay's objective point was Comber,
and he arrived by rail at Stony Point, and thence
to Comber, where he obtained farm work with
Adam Hartness for $12 per month. After two
years of practical experience, he decided to begin
farming on his own account, and he purchased
a tract of 100 acres of bush land. Upon this he
bnilt a small log house for his family, then consisting of his wife and two children. The bus·h
was so close arou1,1d the little dwelling in the
wilderness that he was obliged to carry one babe
on his back and his wife the other on hers,
through the unbroken forest and swamps. The
first night spent in the cabin by these courageous
pioneers was one of thankfulness, although they
could see the stars through the unfinished ceiling. A thick, protecting covering of moss served
to shut out the cold. Here Mr, and Mrs. Lindsay
began a brave struggle with wild Nature, and to
look about these cultivated fields and to see the
fine improvements, and prevailing air of general
thrift and comfort, it seems impossible that so
many changes could have been wrought in thirty-

three years. J\lr. Lindsay has worked hard and
has attained much success, and has done well
with his cattle and stock.
Not only has 1\fr. Lindsay been successful in
his agricultural operations, but he has become
prominent and esteemed in business and public
affairs. He served as one of the directors and
was president as well as a stockholder of the
cheese factory of Tilbury West, and he is a stockholder in and a director of the Tilbury West Agricultural Society, which he has also served as
vice-president. In politics he is an ardent Lib'·
era!. For the past six years he bas been a justice of the peace, having been appointed by the
Ontario Government, and that he is a man of
judicial mind may be inferred when it is known
that but one of his decisions has ever been reversed, anq it was finally sustained by a higher
court. In 1879 Mr. Lindsay joined the A.O.U.W.
as one of the first members, is a master workman, and has been sent as delegate to the lodge
at Toronto. When the Presbyterian Church was
first organized at Comber, he assisted in its
establishment, and has served as a member of its
official -body almost ever since. In 1901, after so
many years filled with experiences, Mr.. Lindsay
visited his old home in Glasgow, at the same time
enjoying the Exhibition then in progress.
On July 27, 1867, in 'l'ilbury West, Mr. Lindsay married Christina Drummond, born in Glasgow, daughter of James Drummond. She was a
friend of his yotmg manhood, and came to Canada to marry him when he was ready to receive
her. She is a most estimable lady, one who has
cheerfully endured t.he hardships of pioneer life,
has reared a devoted family of children, and has
exerted a kind, Christian influence on all around
her. A family of nine children was born to this
union, namely: William died at the age of thirtytwo years, leaving his widow, :Martha (Graham)
Lind!lay, and two children, Nina and Mabel;
.James, who married Alma Malott, and has one
son, Ross, is a farmer in Merseatownship; Christiana married Alexander Sova,-of )iersea township, and has five children, Elizabeth, Hugh and
Alexander (twins), George and Walter; Hugh
died in 1888, aged thirteen years; George died in
1899, aged twenty-two years; Margaret is the
wife of James Graham, and has one son, Arthur; Elizabeth; Alexander; and .Tohn, all the
youn!!er members of the family still remaining
at home.
~k Li·ndsay has held a number of responsible local offices. For the past. twenty-five years
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he has been trustee of school section No. 8, and occupied by our subject, but which was then a
for twenty-three years he has been the secretary perfect jungle. Upon it he built a1 log house,
and treasurer of the same. He has always taken hewed insiue and rough outside, and at once bea deep interest in educational matters, giving his ·gan the work of clearing. In l 868 a1comfortable
own children every possible advantage, and en- frame dwelling succeeded the original log house.
deavoring to make· conditions favorable for all in lie died on this place in 1869, aged thirty-five
the district.
years. The children born to William l\IcQueen ·
It is thus not difficult to see why Mr. Lindsay and wife were : Alexander Burns; Rosella, who ·
is a prominent, successful and highly esteemed married John :McKinney, of Amherstburg; Capt.
citizen. lle has always advocated temperance, J ohn married Ida McCormick, and resides at
and he shows by his actions the value he places Amherstburg; Saloma married James Scratch,
on industry, and by correct living he exerts a of Kingsville; Elizabeth is the wido\V of Charles
wide-spread influence wherever he is known. Whittle of Detroit, and has one son, John; WitSurely his life possesses many lessons worthy of liam died young; James William, D.D.S., of Declose attention, and his example may be safely troit, married Nell McCormick, and has one
emulated.
daughter, Irene.
Alexander Burns l\IcQueen was born Aug. 13,
ALEXANDER BURNS McQUEEN, a pros-- 1855, at Ruthven, and was two years of age when
perous farmer of Gosfield South, County of Es· the family settled on Lot 259, T.R.S., and upon
sex, represents the fourth generation of the fam· this property he grew to manhood. At the age
ily of that name who have r-esided in the Do- of sixteen years, the death of his father forced
minion. The great-grandfather McQueen was a him to take charge of affairs, and he completed
native of Scotland, and as a young man he emi· the clearing of the property, doing about fifty
grated to Canada, and was one of the first settlers acres himself. Later, he rented the farm, and,
of Long Point, County of Norfolk, Ont.
removing to the Pike in Malden, he engaged in
Among his children was Jacob McQueen, who hotel keeping. This business he continued for
was born at Long Point, and there married Dor· about fourteen years, and he was also engaged in
otby Mitchell. Later he moved to Fingal, Coun· the same line of business at Harrow, Ont. In
ty of Elgin, and still later to the County of Es- 1888 he returned to his farm, a property which
sex:, where he settled on the Stokes farm, now has been in the family since it was drawn from
owned by J. D. ·McDonald, Lot 252, and there the government by his grandfather, John W.
died, aged seventy-seven years. H is wife died at Wigle, who took out the patent. Since returning
Grand Rapids, .Michigan. The children born to to it :Mr. McQueen has carried on general farmJacob l\fcQueen and wife wet·e: Elizabeth, who ing, and in 1899 he built a handsome brick bouse. ·
married Nelson Tetzel, and died at Sparta, Coun- In addition to carrying on his farming operations
ty of Elgin; Alexander, who married Barbara he runs a threshing machine.
Bartner, and died at Detroit; Phoebe, who marIn 1877 1\lr. McQueen married :Miss Mary
ried Francis C. }"ulmer, of Windsor, and there Grondin, who was born on Grosse Ile, daughdied; William, the father of our subject; Sarah, ter of Edward and :Madeline (Allean) Grondin.
who married W. K. Fulmer, and died at Grand :Mr. Grondin was a native of Montreal, and came
Rapids, Michigan·; Daniel, deceased; James, who with his parents to Amherstburg many years ago.
married Olive Stewart, and lived at Ruthven, His wife died May 14, 1885. The children born
but later moved to Arkansas, where he died; to Mr. and 1\lrs. McQueen were: Laura Belle,
.Tohn, a resident of Grand Rapids, who married born Oct. 11, 1877, died Jan. 16, 1878, aged ~hree
Ann Hammond; Nancy, widow of Alvin Orton, months; William Edward, born March 27, 1879.
who now lives at Detroit; and Dorothy, who mar- died Dec. 17, 1880, aged twenty-one months; Ada
~fay, born Oct. 16, 1882; Mary Madeline, born
ried John D. McDonald, of Gosfield South.
William McQueen was born at Fingal, Cotm- Nov. 9, 1884; Stella, born March 6, 1887; 1\·l yrtle
ty of Elgin, and was twenty years of age when Eva, born Sept. 27, 1889; N~ra Louisa, born Nov.
his parents movlld to the County of Essex. · He 6, 1891; Wilfred Balfour, born Aug. 27, 1894;
.
married J\fary, daughter of J ohn W. Wigle. At Ella Gertrude, born Dec. 25, 1897. ·
1\Ir. McQueen is one of the most highly r ethe time of his marriage he 1irst settled on the
Cyrus Wigle farm near Ruthven, but at the end spected and enterprising farmers and bnsiness
of the second year moved to the farm on Lot 259, men of this locality, and has won the full confi-
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dence of those who have had relations with him
by his upright manner of dealing. His family
is one of which any man may well feel proud,
and his young people are prominent sociallY..
Although occupied by his private affairs, Mr.
l\IcQueen supports the candidate~ of the Liberal
party with his vote, and has always been in favor
of good government, and the development of the
country. Such men as Mr. McQueen have made
Ontario what it is to-day, and the sons of such
men will continue the work of development and
advancement, until this portion of the Dominion
will become the garden spot of the country.
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.ALI<"'UED A. BRATT, an energetic farmer
of :&laldcn township, is a member of a family
that has been identified with the County of Essex for over sixty years. His father, John Bratt,
now deceased, is fully mentioned elsewhere.
Alfred A. Bratt, the eldest of his father's
family, was born in Colchester South, Dec. 10,
1854. He received an excellent education and
was instructed in agriculture by his father. . In
1892 he began farming the home place in Malden, since which time he has resided .there as the
head of that fine property, engaging extensively
and successfully in general farming.
In 1892 Mr. Bratt was united in marriage
with 1\fiss Elizabeth H . 'l'opping, of Woodstock,
and two children have come to them, Ethel W.',
born June, 1896; and John Edward, born in August, 1899. Politically .Mr. Bratt is a Liberal.
He keeps informed regarding home affairs, but
otherwise takes no active part in public matters.
He and his family are all members of the Methodist Church.
The father of 1\frs. Bratt, Bdward Topping,
was born in Woodstock, and there died ·aged
eighty-seven years. For some years he taught
school, while preparing himself for the ministry,
becoming in time a Baptist clergyman. He was
first located at Woodstock, but always owned and
at times operated a farm in the County of Oxford. He married Helen Matilda Elliott, a
daughter of Rev. Isaac ·Elliott, and the family
born to them was as follows : Catherine married
Daniel Botsford; Helen Jane married a 1\Ir. War.
-ren, of Chatham; J ohn E. resides at Pueblo,
Colorado; Henry, Mary and Isaac died young;
Elizabeth H. became Mrs. Bratt. The last-named
was but an infant when the mother died, and the
father -afterward married Eliza· Bland, by whom
he had children as follows : Emma1 who married
William Anderson, a contractor, of Woodstock,

Ont.; Miss Mary, of Woodstock; Luke, who died
aged twenty-four years; and Ethel, who died
aged twenty-four.
WILLIAM NEWl\IAN, C.E., a prominent resident of Windsor, and native of the County of
Essex, belongs to an EngliSh family which settled in Ontario in 1845. In that year his grandfather, Thomas Newman, and his wife Mary
(Hillier) Newman, and two children, became
residents of the County of Essex, having sMured
land from Col. Talbot, on the north half of Lot
14, Middle Road, North. On this property
Thomas Newman and his wife died, leaving as
heirs a son and a daughter: James, who became
the father of William Newman, of Windsor; and
Anne, who became the wife of John Campbell~
and is now deceased.
·
James Newman was born Dec. 11, 1828, in
England, and was seventeen years of age when
the family exodus was made to On tario. On
·reaching his majority he located on the north
half of Lot 13, Middle Road, North, and there
remained until 1868, when he sold this tract and
purchased the west half of Lot 11, Concession 6,
township of l\Iersea. Prosperity attended his
efforts, and he became one of the substantial
and much respected residents of his locality, and
a leading member of the Conservative party.
Throughout his life his religious connection was·
with the Church of England. In 1856 M:r. Newman was united in marriage with Mary Ann Elliott, who was born in 1838, in Ireland, a daughter of William Elliott, who came to the County
of Essex in 1845, and settled in Rochester township, where he died. 'l'he following-named children were born to James· Newman and wife:Sarah, who resides on the old homestead with
her mother; Catherine Elizabeth, who is the wifeof Adam A. Miles, of Gosfield North; Thomas,
who is deceased ; William, who resides at Windsor; George, principal of the Brighton high
school, who married a Miss Campbell; Hannah,.
who is deceased; John, ·who is a civil engineer in
the office of his brother William; Arthur anrl
Adilla, who are at home; and Walter, who was·
a soldier in South Africa. Mr. Newman died
in 1901; but his widow still survives.
.
William Newman, the fourth member of the
above family, was born Jan. 22, 1866, in Tilbury·
West, and was given most excellent educational
advantages. After honorably and creditably finishing his course in the Galt high school; he tn·
tered the School of Practical Science of TorontO>
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University, from which institution he was graduated in 1891, with his degree of civil engineer.
After spending one year iu engineering work
with Alexander Baird, on Jan. 1, 1893, he opened
an office in Windsor, and from that time he has
enjoyed the cordial support of the public, 8ll•l
does more business in his line than any other in
this locality. His ability has been so recognized
that in 1895 he was appointed city engineer, an
office he most capably fills.
In 1892 Mr. Newman was married to l\fis.'l
Laura Wilkinson, daughter of J. J. Wilkinson,
of .M:ersea township, and two children have been
born to this union, namely: Clinton, in 1893;
and Clare, in 1896. Politically, M:r. Newman is
identified with the Conservative party, and fraternally he beiongs to both the :Masonic and 1.0.
0.1•'. orders. He is an associate member of the
Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, and in his
profession is regarded as an authority; he is considered one of the progressive and useful citizens
of Windsor.
DAVID HOPGOOD, who is well located on
I,ot 277, 'l'albot Road South, Gosfield North,
County of Essex, is a prosperous farmer and a
true son of Canada, having been born on his present farm, March 22, 1855, son of James and
Eliza (Jones) Hopgood.
James Hopgood was born in E ngland in 1809,
and the mother in 1811. She was a daughter of
James Jones, who came to Canada and settled
on the Talbot Road in the County of Essex. The
same sailing vessel which brought the Jones fam·
ily to the Dominion, brought also young James
Hopgood, and the acquaintance then begun resulted in marriage after landing in Canada. The
young couple settled in Huron County for two
years, and then came to Talbot street, where :Mr.
Hopgood bought 100 acres of land of a l\fr. Cummiford. A few words suffice to tell that this
wild land was cleared and la ter cultivated, but
they give little idea of the toil and perseverance
necessary to transform the wilderness into the
good farm which Mr. Hopgood later possessed,
and lived long enough to enjoy. His death took
place Oct. 9. 1877, and that of his widow in October, 1889. They were most worthy, pious people,
founders of the Methodist Church, and were both
respected and beloved. · Politically l\Ir. Hopgood
favored the principles of the Reform party, but
never aspired to office, contenting himself with
his private business and the care of his family.
The- children born to James Hopgood and his
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wife were as follows: Nancy, bo~n in the County
of Huron, married John Gilboe, who remove<l to
Pontiac, Michigan, where she died, leaving five
children, Demarias, Sylvester, Theodore, Aywida
and Elmer. John, born at Port Huron, married
Miss Jane Williams, and now resides in the County and town o£ Essex. They had three children :
Evelyn, who died in infancy; Horatio, deceased;
and Ida, who married Dr. Arthur Scott, and
moved to Owosso, Michigan, where their only
child, Flossy, was born, and where Mrs. Scott
died when her child was but two years old.
James, born in the County of Essex, married
Adelia Williams, a sister of Thomas Williams,
and be resides in Essex, engaged in a butchering
business; his wife died leaving two children, Darius and Delmar. Henry, born in the County of
Essex, married Susan Robinson, and they settled
on a farm in Maidstone township, where he died
in 1893, leaving his widow with four children,
Arthur, Alexander, Elizabeth and Adeline, the
last named since deceased. J ane, born at the
present homestead, married Robert Fish, who resides on a farm in JHersea township, and they
have had children, Carrie, Edith, J\Iinnie, J essie,
Maud and l<"orest, the last named now deceased.
Grove, born in 1848, married Miss Isadore Gilhoe, who died leaving one daughter, Effa D., now
the wife of Harry Jerry, of Gosfield; he married
for his second wife Theresa Gardiner, and for his
third, Georgianna Coleman, and they r eside on a
part of the old Hopgood homestead. Ellen, born
in 1851, i.s the wife of John Kay, of Gosfield
North, and they have two cl~ildren, Nora and
Ah·in. .Matilda, born in 1858, is the youngest
member (,f the family, 11.nd the wife of Arthur
Lane, who fills a government position in British
Columbia. They had children, Ajie, Clarence,
::\!ina and Grace. David, whose name introduces
this sketch, was the youngest son.
Dnviu llopgoorl obtained his early education
in the district schools of his native place.
In
November, 1876, he was unitE'd in marriage with
1\Iiss Hannah A. Baltzer, born Jan. 20, 1853, in
Gosfield, near Kingsville, daughter of Jacob and
Mary (Her) Baltzer, and a member of one of the
prominent old pioneer families of the County of
Essex. Mr. Baltzer was born in Germany in
180:~, and married Mary Jler in Canada, who was
born in 1815, in Colchester South. They settled
on a farm in Gosfield, where he died in 1858, survived by his widow until 1898. She was left
with six children to rear, as follows: Jacob, who
died at the old family homestead in 1897, mar-
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ried (first) .Nancy Wigle, who died leaving one
daughter, l\lary J., wife of Peter Malott; he married for his second wife, Louisa Wigle, and they
had five children, Elizabeth, :Melton, Solomon,
Roy and H annah. Elizabeth has been married
twice, first to IJeonard Wigle, and is now the wife
of Geor~e Bedell, of Talbot Road; they have an
adopted son, Frank Jones. Samuel married Sarah
Johnston, of Oosfield, and they now reside in
Kingsville; they have an adopted daughter, J ennie, wife of Alfred Baltzer, of Kingsville. Cath·
erine resides with her sister Hrs. Hopgood. Solomon married Lucy Iler, of Gosfield, and they reside in Colchester South; they have three children, WHiiam 1•., Delmar and Harper. The
sixth member of the family is Mrs. Hopgood.
After their marriage Mr. Hopgood and hh
wife sett.led on the old Hopgood homestead where
he was born. Since taking charge of the place
he has made many improvements, r emodeling the
residence, erecting substantial barns and outbuildings, And giving that air of neatness and
thrift to the farm which betokens the capable
and careful farmer. Among his neighbors Mr.
Hopgood is considered one of the best farmers
of his section, and also one of the upright and
honest citizens, a man who deserves the esteem in
which he- is universally held.
Mr. and Mrs. H opgood have one son, Ernest
h, born 1\Iarch 29, l 879, a fine young man who
has been liberally educated in the local schools,
and the Essex Collegiate Institute. Mr. Hopgood is iu sympathy with the Reform party, but
the only office he has ever consented to hold is
that of school trustee. He and his wifP. are
among the leading members of the Baptist
Church in their locality.
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ALEXANDER D. FORSYTH, one of the
prominent citizens of Colchester South, County
of E ssex, descends from Scottish stock that have
long been distinguished in military affairs. For
many generations, or as long ago as the battle of
Bannockburn, those of the name have been resi. dents of Stirling, several members of the family
fighting under Bruce and Wallace in the early
Scottish wars.
John Forsyth, the grandfather of Alexander
D., was a soldier by profession, and served under
Wellington in his Belgian campaign, which resulted in the downfall of Napoleon at Waterloo.
John Forsyth (2), son of John and father of
Alexander D., was born in Stirlingshire, Scotland, in 1815. He entered the military service

in the corps of Sappers and :Miners, and for efficiency in his work was promoted, at the time he
gave up his commis.'>ion having some 600 men
employed under him. He was married in Edinburgh to Euphemia •rrupe, and with his family
set sail, in 1850, for America. For two years
aftE:'r his arrival on this side of the Atlantic Mr.
Forsyth resided at Lockport, New York, and then
removed to the County of Kent, Ont., making the
trip from Buffalo to Detroit by steamer, and by ·
the •' Plow Doy'' to Chatham. He located on
Lot 12, Concession 8, in Chatham township,
where he purchased 100 acres of thickly wooded
land, and there he began preparation to properly
provide for his family. With the assistance of
his sons the land was soon put under cultiva·
tion and the family added to their holdings until
they owned 600 acres of land in that immediate
neighborhood, the same still being in their possession. Politically 1\fr. Forsyth was a Reformer, and while a resident of Scotland took a lively
interest in local public affairs. He died in 1878, ·
aged sixty-three years, after a lif e of much arduous toil.
The children of John Forsyth and his wife
were as follows: John, who is a farmer in Chatham township, County of Kent; James, also of
Chatham township; Alexander D.; Lillie, wife of
Andrew Quinn, of Ohio; Mar~aret, wife of David
Nesbett, of the County of Lambton; Robert, the
owner of the homestead farm; David, owner of
a farm of 230 acres south of the homestead; and
1\'fary, wife of George Shaw, of Chatham township. All are well fixed in life and prominent
and representative citizens.
Alexander D. Forsyth was born at Toarwood,
in Stirling, almost under the walls <lf Stirling
Castle, a most historic spot, and .he was but six
years· of age when the family crossed the ocean.
That was in the days of the slow sailing vessel,
and six weeks and three days were consumed on
the voyage. When he was eight years old the
family located in the County of Kent, where he
grew to manhood and obtained the best education
afforded by the schools of Chatham township at
that time. Until he was thirty years old Mr.
Forsyth engaged in farming in Chatham town.
ship, and then removed to the State of Kansas.
One year there satisfied him that Chatham township afforded more agricultural opportunities, so
he returned and bought there a f arm of 100 acres
on which he resided for t en years. He then sold
this property and r emoved to South Lyon, Michigan, where he organized a stock company which
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engaged largely in the manufacture of furniture.
Subsequently he sev~red his connection with thiJO
company and embarked in a dairy business which
he followed for some years. After ten years' r esidence in l\Iichigan he came back to Ontario, and
as a speculation bought a farm of 265 acres in
Colchester township South, in 1899. 'fhe possibilities of this farm induced him to resume agricultural pursuits and he has since successfully
engaged in general farming.
Politically l\Ir. :B'orsyth is a stanch Reformer, and while a resident of the County of Kent
he took considerable interest in municipal and
provincial affairs, and served for a period in the
Chatham council. 'fhe members of the Forsyth
family have always been zealous P resbyterians.
In Chatham township Mr. Forsyth married
:Margaret Jean McVicar, a native of Argyll, Scotland, and to this union have been born children
as follows : 1\fiss Elizabeth Duncan, at home;
James Douglas, who married Miss Edna Blanchard and has one daughter, Margaret B.; John
Stewart, at home; Duncan, a farmer in Colchester township, who married H elen Craig, and has
one child, Jean ; George and Jessie Gordon, who
are both at home. Mr. Forsyth is a man of comfortable means, intelligence and prominence, and
he and family are held in the highest esteem in
Colchester South.
The McVicar family, to which 1\Irs. Forsyth
belongs, was one of the pioneer families in Chatham township. John McVicar, her grandfather,
was a native of Argyllshire, Scotland, where he
married Janet McTavish. In 1837, with his wife
and twelve children, he came to Canada and settled on Lot 11, Concession 4, in Chatham township. These children are mentioned: Duncan,
father of :Mrs. l<,orsyth; Jesse ; Helen, a resiclent
of Fergus; Barbara; ,Tohn; Hugh; Neil; Mary;
1\falMlm, for many years in charge of a college
at Atlanta, Georgia, a man of superior mental
attainments; and D. H., also a polished scholar,
a professor in the Presbyterian College at Montreal.
Duncan l\IcVicar was born in Argyll, Scotland, and there married Elizaheth Duncan. To
them were born children as follows: John, a resident of Winnipeg; George, who served in the
Riel Rebellion, was taken prisoner, and died in
consequence of the hardships then endured: Margaret J ean, Mrs. Forsyth; Jessie, who died at
Spokane, Washington: Hugh, who died in the
County of Kent; and Duncan and James M., engineers on the Great Lakes.
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l\lAR'L'IN STIEFYATER, a prominent f armer and stock raiser of Pelee Island, County of
Essex, was born Aug. 23, 1856, in l3aden, Ger·
many, a son of Stephen Stiefvater, who was also
a native of Baden, where he was a farmer and
wine maker. '!'here he lived and died, a consistent member of the Catholic Church. He married Francesca Wisler, who also died at Baden,
a member of the Catholic G'hur,c h. Eight children were born to these parents.
Martin Stiefvater was educated in his native
land, and remained with his father until in his
young manhood he emigrated to America, landing at New York City in 1882. From that city
he went to Sandusky, Ohio, and was engaged at
farm labor until1883, at which time he removed
to Pelee I sland, and r ented a tract of land from
l\L L. S. llrown. This he operated until 1893,
when he bought twenty acres and set it out with
grape vines and other fruits, and also devoted a
portion of the land to general farming.
Although his property is a small one, it is so highly
cultivated that it yields more than many much
larger tracts, and as 1\fr. Stiefvater is a very industrious man, thrifty in his habits, he is already
accounted one of the substantial men of' Pelee I sland. In politics 1\fr. Stiefvater is a Liberal, and
frat<>rnally he is a member of the order of Foresters.
While residing at Sandusky, Mr. Stiefvater
was married in 1884 to Mary Reck, born at Wurtemherg, Germany. Five children have been
born of this happy marriage: Frank, at home;
Annie; Charles, who died young; Emma, at
home; and Louise. In religions belief Mr. Stiefvater is a Catholic, while his wife is a Lutheran,
and both are most. excellent, Christian people,
who stand very high in the estimation of their
neighbors.
VANCE A. STATIA, business manager of
the Leamington News, and of the firm of Mackay
& Statia, formerly editor and proprietor of the
Bothwell Times, which paper he successfully conducted for nearly four years, has been engaged
in that line all his life.
l\fr. Statia was born in 1869, in Montreal, son
of W. E. and Elizabeth Virginia Statia, the formeJ· of whom was a native of Champlain, New
York, and is now a resident of Port Said, Egypt.
The mother, who was raised in Virginia, died at
Bothwell, Ont., iu December, 1903. When four
years old Vance A. Statia moved with hisparents to Strathroy, County of .Middlesex, and
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there received all his schooling. He was but
eleven years old when he began his apprenticeship at the business which has proved to be his
life work, in the Strathroy Age office at Strathroy, and after learning the trade he followed it
for many years as a journeyman in various cities
in the United States and Canada. Nine years
ago he embarked in the newspaper business on his
own account, buying the Htree.tsville (Peel County) Review, which he conducted for fiv~ y ears,
also having a branch office at Port Credit, in the
same county, from which was issued the Port
Credit II e1·ald. About five years ago he bought
the Highgate Monitor, wh1ch he conducted for
some four years, toward the latter half of that
time purchasing the Bothwl.ZZ Times, both of
which he managed and edited. · On March 15,
1904, he entered into partnership with Mr. E.
Mackay, B.A., in the firm of 1\fackay & Statia, to
publish the L eamington Kews, one of the leading
journals of Essex County. Mr. Statia has shown
ability and aptitude in his chosen line, and the
industry which in~ures good results. His paper,
wherever it has been his lot to carry on business,
has had a high standing in the community.
On F eb. 6, 1892, in Milton, Ont., Mr. Statia
married l\Iiss Mary S. Church, of Streets-ville,
Ont.; daughter of Edward and Annie Church,
both of whom are deceased. They were natives
of England. Six children have blessed the union
of l\Tr. and 11lrs. Statia, viz.: Cecil, Bessie, Harold, Kenneth, Margery and Ernest. Mr. Statia
is the only member of the original family resident in Canada.
·
JOHN PARKS, one of the leading farmers
· of Malden township, County of Essex, is a son
of Jonathan Parks, who was. born in Staffordshire, England.
In his native shire J onathan Parks learned
the mason's trade, following same until 1841,
in which year he came to Canada. I n Staffordshire, on June 11, 1832, he married Susanna
Hartshorn. They were six weeks on the voyage
.to Canada, and the family landed in Quebec,
weary but not discouraged. From that city they
made their way · by water to Toronto, arid soon
afterward settled some twenty-five miles from
the city, on a small ten-acre bush farrh in Markham township, County of York, which was wild
land, an d on which they built a log cabin, making their home there for eight years. They then
came west to the County of Essex. Prior to this,
however, they had gone to Baraboo, "\Visconsin,

but only remained a few months. Returning to
Ontario, Ivir. Parks purchased a farm of 100.
acres in Lot 83, 7th Concession, l\falden township, on which he resided until his death, in ·
1873. He added twenty-five acres to the original
property. To him and his wife were born the
following children : 1\Iary, born in 1833, died
March 30, 1834; Sarah, born Feb. 20, 1835, married George Bratt, and died Jan. 27, 1860; John
was born Jan. 11, 1837 ; J oseph, born Feb. 4,
1839, died in 1892; Elizabeth, born Jan. 2, 1841,
married George Bratt, a farmer of Malden township, and died June 19, 1890; Mary, born J une
22, 1843, married Charles Bratt, of Malden town.
ship; Eliza, born Dec. 3, 1846, married Robert.
Sellars, and died in May, 1879.
John Parks was born in Staffordshire, England, Jan. 11, 1837, and at the age of eight
years was thrown upon his own resources. . He
has succeeded by his own efforts in building up
a fine fortune, and establishing himself in the
full confidence of the community. At the time
of his marriage he rented a farm on Lockart's.
Island, and r emained there for eight years, after
which he purchased eighty acres of wild land.
He then bought a 100-acre farm in the 7th Concession, where he remained nine years, at the·
end of t hat time t rading it for a 325-acre property in the clergy reserve, upon which he made
his home for ten years. Nineteen years ago he
bought of Perry Leighton his present farm of
219 acres, later selling a portion of the 325-acre
farm. He still owns over 300 acres in the township, and is recognized as· being one of the most
· prosperous farmers of his section·, his property
being one of the most attractive on the Rive~
Road. In politics Mr. Parks is a Reformer, and
for several years served on the township conn·
cil.
When he was twenty-two years of age, l\fr.
Parks married Miss Hannah A. Shepley, a native of Raleigh toWJ.:!.ship, County of Kent, and a
daughter of Solomon Shepley. To this union came
children as follows: Elmer, born Jan. 4, 1863,
married l\fiss J eanette Benton, and they have
had six children, Etliel C., born Sept. 10, 1892;
Hannah M:, Jan. 9, 1894; Allen Elmer, Nov. 27,
1896; Willie J., Oct. 17, 1898; Ann Clara, April
18, 1901 ; and Janet, April 28, 1903. Minnie,
born J uly 6, 1866, married Fred Mickle, of Malden township, and they have three children:
Bessie, born Aug. 26, 1884; and Ella H. and
Frederick H ., twins, born June 2, 1891. · Mary,
born :May 18, 1868, married Curtis Mickle, anq
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has had one child, Earl Parks, born Oct. 13, 1901.
Susanna, born Oct. 22, 1871, married Frank
Shepley, and has one child, Hannah L., born
Sept. 19, 1902. John, Jr., born Aug. 14, 1874,
married :1\'liss Lenora Dorsey, and they have had
()De son, John Glenn, born Aug. 14, 1899, who
died 1\farch 20, 1902; they reside with his par~nts, John Parks carrying on the farming, and
he is kept very busy looking after so large a
property.
Solomon Shepley was born in Harwich township, County of Kent, Nov. 17, 1797, and during
his young manhood lived for a time in Gosfield
township, County of Essex, where he married
Sarah Wigle, who was born Aug. 26, 1798, and
died Jan. 10, 1868. Mr. Shepley died May 17,
1868. After marriage Mrs. and Mrs. Solomon
Shepley lived in Raleigh township, near Cedar
Springs, and there engaged in farming all of
their lives. The children born to this worthy
eouple were as follows: John W., born Jan. 22,
1820, died at Chatham, Ont., . in 1892; Michael
A., born April 4, 1822, died at Bothwell in 1896;
Joseph W., born Dec. 22, 1825, lived in Colches·
ter South, where he died March 28, 1878 ; James
D. G., born June 9, 1828, resides in Colchester;
Hannah A., wife of John Parks, the subject of
this biography, was born April 22, 1833; Solomon R., born in April, 1835, resides at Essex;
Jacob C., born Sept. 22, 1843, resides at Kingsville; Charles W., twin brother of Jacob C., born
Sept. 22, 1843, also resides at Kingsville, where
both are prominent men. · The Parks and Shepley families are justly numbered among the most
representative of the locality, and their members
have well borne their part in the upbuilding and
development of the several sections in which they
have made their homes.

to this country. William is mentioned below.
Daniel died in Philadelphia, while en route to
Canada from Ireland. ~eil, a younger brother,
came to Canada with his brother William, and
died in Detroit in 1900. Sarah is the widow of
'William :Morrow, of Anderdon. Catherine, born
in Ireland, became the wife of a 11lr. Cloates, of
Michigan. Ellen, born in Ireland, died in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; she married J obn Lilly.
l\fattie, born in Ireland, now of Chester County,
Pennsylvania, married John Curry, a dairyman.
Rose and Andrew died in Ireland; the former
married Edward Glass, who operated a hotel.
Patrick, a half-brother of William, died in Am·
herstburg in 1855. Jane, a sister to Patrick, married P. Delmore, and died in Anderdon in 1897.
William Darragh was born in County Antrim,
Ireland, in 18:c.4, and his wife Catberi•ne, was
born in Dublin, in 1827. Her parents, Richard
and Catherine (Fondley) Lindsy, were also of
Ireland, where they died when Mrs. Darragh was
an infant. :Mr. and Mrs. Darragh came to America in 1850, landing at Philadelphia, and located
first in Ne'v York State, where they lived three
or four years before going to Amherstburg, in
1854. There Mr. Darragh worked at shipbuilding until 1866, when he became foreman in the
stone quarry for the late Alexander Borrowman,
workinrr for him a number of years. He later
engaged in farming, and was so occupied until
his death in 1890. He was a consistent member
of the Catholic Church, and before leaving Ireland was an active church worker there. Mr.
Darragh left children as follows: Patrick L. ;
Mary, born in New York in 1850, now the widow
of Frank Gamble; Frances, born in New York,
in 1853, the wife of Eugene Maguire, who resides in Amherstburg, and has one daughter,
Evelyn · William born in Amherstburg in 1856,
PATIUCK I;. DARRAGH, a farmer of the unmarried, at ho~e; Andrew, born in 1858, un2nd Concession in .Anderdon township, County married, now manager of the waterworks at
()f Essex, is one of the successful and highly Amherstburg, formerly an engineer on the Mich- .
esteemed citizens of the locality, where he has igan Central railroad; Richard J., born in 1866,
been known from childhood, and with each pass- now residing on the 6th Concession in Malden,
ing year has strengthened his claim on the re- who married Miss Mary Allen of Malden townspect of his friends and nei~hbors. He was born ship, and has two daughters and one son, Marin Amherstburg, Aug. 20, 1854, son of Wiiliam garet, Catherine N. and Ledson P. (Mrs. Mary
and Catherine (Lindsy) Darragh, pioneers of the Darragh died March 29, 1904); one daughter,
county. The grandparents were Patrick and. Sarah K., died when eight years old.
Jane (McGalliard) Darragh, of Ireland, where
Patrick L. Darragh grew up in Anderdon,
he died· she died in ·Anderdon township, County
where
he worked at farming from boyhood. At
of Esse~, ·Ont., while living with her son, Wilthe
time
of his marriage be bought the farm
liam Darragh.
in
the
4th
Concession which has since been the
With two exceptions their children came al~o
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On June 29, 1892, he married

who married Sarah Mathews, resides in 'Wind-

Miss Maggie Pettipiece, who was born in Octo-

sor, and has had children, Roy, Dora, Sarah,

ber, 1858, in Anderdon, daughter of Thomas and
Mary (O'Raferty) P ettipiece, prominent pioneer people of the County of Essex. :Mrs. Darragh ·was sent to the Convent of Amherstburg
and was a lady of culture and education. She
died leaving no family. She was a consistent
member of the Catholic Church, with which Mr.
Darragh is also connected. Politically he has
been usually identified with the Reform party,
and filled the office of assessor in 1897; he was
also appointed the enumerator. for the census
taken in 1900. H e is capable and energetic, and
is steadily making his way in the world, and is
regarded wit}} great esteem by all.

Agnes (deceased), Gordon and Andrew; Eugene, who married J osephine Saucier; Josephine, who married Victor Bassett, and has had
children, George (deceased), Edward, Albert
and Eugene (deceased) ; l\fary, at home; Eliza,
~vho married Frank Denis, and had a son Ramond, now deceased; Frank, deceased; and
Emma, deeeas~d.
Mr. and Mrs. Graveline, as well as their
family, are members o£ the Roman Catholic
Church. Politically l\fr. 'Graveline is a Conservative, and is a stanch supporter of the
principles of his party, althoug~ he bas never
aspired to office. Although now seventy-eight
years o£ age he enjoys excellent health, and still
follows his trade during the summer months.
He is a pleasant talker, genial in manner, and
his reminiscences of the days when Walkerville was f ounded are very entertaining.
Throughout a long and useful life he has upheld a high standard, and numbers among his
friends the very best p eople of the County of
Essex.

family home.

JOSEPH GRAVELINE, one of the substantial citizens of Walkerville, County of Essex,
has been a resident of the city since 1848, but
he is a native of :Montreal, where he was born
in 1827. Jlis grandfather, Ilurban Graveline,
was born in France, and established the family
in Canada, leaving behind him two sons, Joseph
and Proudon, the latter being the father of our
Gubject.
Proudon Graveline was born in Montreal in
1775, and came to Walkerville at an early day,
there dying in "1871. His wife, Margaret Rose,
also a native of Montreal, died in 1853. The
following ch}ldren were born to this union; Edward Proudon, Heloise, Joseph, Simon, 1\farion,
Margett e, E ster, Virgnie, Emily and Mathilda.
Joseph Graveline has been engaged in the
pursuance of his trade of carpenter ever since
locating in Walkervile, and was one of the leading builders for IIiram Walker & Sons. On
May 24, 1849, Mr. Graveline and :Miss Felice
Nautais were united in marriage, she being descended from one of the pioneers of the County
of Essex. Her grandfather moved from Quebec
to this county about 1785, with a team and
wagon, there being no railroads at that early
day, and here enga~ed in farming. Among his
children was a son John, who became the father
of :Mrs. Graveline, and he was born in Essex
in 1801. J ohn Nautais married Margaret Beech,
who was born in 1802. They became the parents
of the following children; Mrs. Graveline, 'Margette, John, Jacob, Cclinie and Catherine.
To Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Graveline a family
was born as follows: H enry, who married
Pauline . Dubois, and resides in Michigan;
Matilda, Amelia and Edward, deceased; Joseph,
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WILLIAM E. ATKIN, one of the prosperous farmers of 1\falden township, was born
May 22, 1861, on the farm which he now occu.
pies. In 1839, his father, Richard Atkin, came
to the County of Essex from Illinois, and began farming for · himself on Lot 90, 8th Concession, Malden, which was then but a wild
tract, covered with brush and timber. This be
bravely attempted to clear, but was shortly
attacked by disease and died at the early age
of forty-three years.
Richard Atkin married Sarah H uffman, a
member of one of the prominent families of
Colchester, and these children were born to this
marriage: Mary Ann, wife of Robert Countiss,
of :Malden; Olive Eve, wife of David Quick, of
Colchester South; Jacob Abner, who married
Ida E. Judd, and died in :Malden, aged thirtyeight years; Miss Jemima Jane; and William
Edmund, of this sketch.
William E. Atkin was but a youth when the
heaviest duties of f arming £ell to his share,
owing to his father's failing health. His success has been remarkable, the farm not only
being cleared, but well-cultivated and improved
with commodious, substantial and attractive
buildings. Through his enterprise this bas been

CO::\ThiEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
accomplished, and he is now the owner of one
of the best farms in the township.
In politics Mr. Atkin supports the Govern.
ment party. He has always been interested in
educational mattet·s, and has ably served a<J
secretary and treasurer of the school board.
In Colchester South, Oct. 14, 1885, Mr.
Atkin married Alice Quick, daughter of Ab·
salom Quick, and two children have been born
to them, namely : Sarah Deborah and Scott
Marwood. The family attend the :\Iethodist
Church, of which Mr. Atkin is a leading mem·
ber, at present serving as steward.. 1\Irs. Atkin
was born in March, 1860, in Colchester South,
daughter of Absalom and Deborah (Thompson)
Quick, farming people of the County of Essex,
where the Quick family were among the early
settlers.
On the maternal side Mr. Atkin is con.
nected with a prominent old family of the State
of Pennsylvania. Rudolph Huffman, his great.
grandfather, married Rebecca Wise, also of
Pennsylvania, and they came at an early date
and settled in Colchester South, where he died
in advanced age. After the death of his first
wife he married the widow of Jeremiah Brush,
and his children, all of whom were born in Colchester South, were the following: Henry1
David, RudQlpb, Solomon, Absalom, Sophia
(wife of George McGregor), Rebecca (wife of
Alman Able), Catherine (wife of Curtis
Brush), and Susan (wife of Samuel Atkin).
Absalom Huffman, grandfather of Mr. Atkin, was born Nov. 30, 1804, and died in 1895,
· aged ninety-one years. His whole life was pass·
ed in Colchester South, where he married
Rachel Jemima Brush, who died aged eighty.
three years. Their family consisted of these
children: Sarah, the mother of Mr. Atkin;
M:ary (deceased), who married Amos Lane;
Harriet (deceased), who married John Le
Marsh; Rachel, who married Theodore Huffman, of Raleigh township, County of Kent;
Jacob, of Colchester South; H enry, late of Pontiac, Michigan, who married Catherine Lamarsh,
and died in February, 1904; Sophia, who married .Albert Wright, of .Anderdon township;
Hannah, who died at the age of four years, and
Absalom, who died when .eighteen months old.
WILLIAM II. BRUNDAGE, the genial
proprietor of the "Drummond House" at Harrow, County of Essex, is a descendant of a pioneer Kent County family.
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Samuel Brundage, his great-grandfather,
was a resident of New York State, where his
family was born. Like many true subjects of
England l1e would not take np arms against
the mother country, and in consequence was
forced to leave. Accompanied by his family,
he came to Canada and settled near Dundas,
where he resided until his death. Of his sons,
Samuel and Benjamin came to the County of
Kent, but the latter went to California in 1850,
at the time of the great gold excitement.
Samuel Brundage, the grandfather, after
locating in the County of Kent bad his first
home on the Talbot road, in Orford township,
and later removed to Raleigh township, where
he settled on a tract of land in Concession 8,
near the Gravel road, and at one time owned
some 800 acres in one block. He followed the
life of a pioneer farmer, clearing the land and
undergoing the hardships common to the early
settler. To take the grain to mill was in itself
a big undertaking. It '"as first carried to the
river Thames and there loaded in a canoe in
\Vhich it was conveyed to the mill at Windsor,
and the grist was brought home in the same
way. After a t ime Mr. Brundage abandoned
farming, sold his ~nQ, and moved to Chatham,
then a new village, and there made his home,
living to see the town grow· into a thrifty city.
He reached the great age of ninety-one years,
six months, dying in 1898. His faculties continued unimpaired up to the time of his death,
his memory being remarkably good, and he delighted to tell the experiences of his boyhood
days. His vitality was \Vonderful. In his yard
at Chatham stood poplar tree which be had set
out upon first coming to the town. It grew to
a good size, and when be was ninety years of
age he cut it down, bad it converted into lumber, and himself built a summer bouse of this
lumber. His children were: Samuel Lewis;
Thomas, deceased, who married Sarah Green;
Elizabeth, who married E. Backus, and they
reside at Leamington ; and Mary Jane, who mar·
ried William Gone, of Chatham.
Samuel Lewis Brundage, the father of William n., was born in Raleigh township, where
he· grew to manhood. In Chatham he married
IJouise Staley, a daughter of Dr. Staley, who
was for many years a prominent physician of
Hamilton. About the time of his marriage 1\lr.
Brundage took up his residence at Chatham
and embarked in lumbering, at which be continued until early in the sixties, when he moved
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as follows: :Malia, Mrs. Brundage ; James, of
Kingsville, Ont. ; Thomas, of Kingsville;
Douglas, who died young; and Josie, deceased.
l\Irs. Brundage's paternal grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Pastorius, of Pennsylvania,
were early settlers in the County of Essex. He
was a farmer.
WALTEU. JAMES, one of the pioneer lumbermen of the County of Essex, now living retired in the tov.-n of Windsor, Ont., is a wellknown citizen of the county. He has won his
way to his present position of prominence and
influence by his own efforts, his inborn force of
character enabling him to achieve success in spite
of obstacles.
1\Ir. James was born in the County oi Kent,
England, Nov. 9, 1838, son of J oseph and Mary
J ames, both of whom were of Bnglish birth. His
mot~er died when he was only a child, and his
father in 1861. Walter J ames grew up in his
native land, and was given a fair education.
When nineteen years old he started for Quebec
on the "Martin Luther," a sailing vessel which
was totally wrecked during a storm, and was
towed to the port of Plymouth by the mail steamer "Tagus." Several lives were lost in the
storin, and many more died from exposure, but
Mr. James was fortunately among the survivors.
In 1862 ~1r. James made his first trip back to
England, where he remained a short time on a
visit, in 1863 crossing the ocean again, this time
on the "Great Eastern," which reached New
York in July, 1863. Striking for new scenes,
he went west to Illinois. and Nebraska. While in
Nebraska he entered the employ of the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, in the building of
the first stations and houses along their lines.
and be built the first frame houses at the present site of the cities of Grand Island and Nort h
Plat~e, Nebraska, both now thriving cities. After
being thus employed for about ten months, he
returned to Canada, and located in Bowmanville, where he engaged in the cattle business,
dealing in live stock and in butchering. After
a few years of success in that line he again visited England, in 1870, going from Quebec on the
steamship "Scandinavian" of the Allan Line.
After a short sta:y in England, Mr. James returned once more to Canada, and in 1871 set.
tled in the County of Essex, with which he has
since been identified. He pur<;hased a mill property at Cottam, engaged in grist and sawmill
work, and as he was very successful, speedily
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to Ohio and located in the Maumee river district. After two years, however, he moved to
Bay City, :\lichigan, where he lived some ten
or twelve years, during which time he was engaged as a millwright, and did the building and
rebuilding of some of the largest sawmills in
Michigan. Returning to his native county, he
started a mill in Chatham township, but this not
pt·oving a paying venture, he discontinued i1
and went north, where he embarked in an ext ensive lumber business. He is now settled in
Manitoulin Island, where he conducts a thriving business.
To .Mr. and Mrs. Brundage were born children as follows: 1\Iary married J ohn S. Bell,
of Windsor; William H. is mentioned below;
Samuel is in the lumber business with his
father; Elizabeth is deceased; Josephine is at
home;. John and Charley are also in the l umber business on Manitoulin Island.
William H. Brundage was born in Chatham
on January 21, 1862, but was reared in the
States, where he enjoyed the advantages of the
public schools. When he began his business
career it was as a lumber scaler and inspector,
an occupation he followed for some time in
northern Michigan. He next became the Canadian representative of a Detroit lumberin~
concern, buying lumber and timber through
western Ontario for a period of five years, after
which be embarked in the business for himself.
lie continued along this line until 1901, when
he leased the ''Drummond House'' at Harrow
and launched out as a hotel man. Being particularly well fitted for this line of work, Mr.
Brundage has made a great success of his hotel,
and is very well known to the traveling public
as an ideal host.
On December 18, 1889, :Mr. Brundage was
married, at J.;ea.mington, Ontario, to Miss 1\falla
Pastorius, and one son has been born of this
union, Samuel ·walter, the fifth of the name and
generation of Samuel Brundage in Ontario.
Mrs. Brundage was born Nov. 4, 1871, in
L eamington, daughter of Walter and Charlotte
(Quick) Pastorius, of Leamington, Ont. Mr.
P astorius died in Kingsville, Ont., Oct.
19, 1895, aged forty-five years. He conducted
the "King's Hotel," of Kingsville, which he
built in 1884, and carried on until his death,
after which his widow continued it until Sept.
1901. She now resides with 1\Ir. and Mrs. Brundage. She is a member of the Methodist Church,
as was also :Mr. Pastorius. Their children were

..

·!

CO~t:\lE::\IORATIVE

.:.

.

·. . •

:,

..

. £' . . . . .

_j

I
I
I

\

•

TRW

RO't··v =z= n = n ·

CO:VIME:MORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
became one of the leading business men of the
place. Becoming firmly established in Cottam,
he in 1893 essayed another branch of the lumber
business, purchasing timber lands in :Missouri,
which occupied much of his attention for several
years. 1\fr. James has also invested largely in
farm land in Gosfield, and owns 350 acres there.
most of it under cultivation. His former home
in Cottam was secured in 1871, when it was only
bush land, but he had it cleared, erected good
buildings, and has developed it into one of the
finest places of the village, in which he remained
until September, 1903, when he retired and
moved to Windsor, Ont., his present home.
On Sept. 26, 1877, near Hamilton, Ont., in
the village of Woodburn, :Mr. James was united
in marriage with Miss Amanda F. Cooper, of .
that place. They have a family of three children, all daughters.
Mr. James belongs to the Liberal party, and
in January, 1900, was elected reeve o£ Gosfield
North, a position he held until December, 1903,
when he r etired froin office.
He became a
Mason in 1876, and has ever since been an active
and enthusiastic supporter of the fraternity, belonging to Kingsville Lodge, No. 41, A.F. & A.M.
The religious affiliations of the family are with
the Methodist Church, in which Mr. James has
long been prominent, and is at persent recording steward. He is a man of good education and
wide knowledge of the world, for he has traveled
extensively over Canada and the United States,
and has made seven trips across the ocean, his
last visit abroad being in 1885. He has remarkable financial ability, and has been uniformly
successful in all his ventures, while the positions
of trust which have been urged upon him, and
his popularity with all classes of men, bespeak
his admirable character. His every minute is
occupied now, as he is o£ a nature that cannot
be idle, and if he has finished all his own work,
he is found cheerfully assjsting some less fortunate friend.
CLEMENT REAUME, bailiff of the Seventh Division Court of .Windsor, and one of the
prominent men of the city, is a member of one
of the old families of the County of Essex. The
Reaume family is of French extraction, and
is traced back to Judge Reaume, who was bern
in Montreal, and settled in the County of Essex
about 1770.
Antoine Reaume, son of Judge Reaume, became the grandfather of our subject. He was

225

born in the County of Essex in 1795, and followed £arming in Sandwich, where he died when
about eighty years of age. He married Charlotte St. Louis, also a native of the County o£
Essex, and the following children were born to
their marriage : Lawrence, Antoine, Hubert,
Thomas, Norbert and Sophie, all now deceased.
Norbert Reaume, son of Antoine, was born
in Sandwich East, in 1835, and there followed
agricultural pursuits. He took a prominent
part in public matters, and for years served as
deputy reeve of the township, tax collector and
assessor, and always supported the principles of
the Conservative party. His religious convictions made him a Roman Catholic. In 1842 he
married Louise Parent, who was born on the
river front, township of Sandwich, in 1834,
daughter of Francois Parent; she died in 1899,
her husband having passed away in 1876. The
children born of this union were as follows :
Nellie married John Cada, of Pike Creek, and
has children, Maggie, Thomas, Frank, Constant,
Actor, Victor and Clara; Agnes married Emory
St. Louis, of West Bay City; .Alexander is
unmarried, and r esides at Sandwich East,
where he is a farmer and justice of the peace,
as well as member of the county council; Louise
married Jacob Bondy, of Sandwich West, and
has children, I da, Corine, Minnie and Lottie;
Sarah married Edmond Janisse, of Windsor,
and has children, Oscar, Lottie, Bella, Ameda
and Alice; 1\.fary married Eugene Prodhomme,
of Winds~r, and has children, Eva, Rose, Claira,
Frank and Arthur; Emma married Henry
Campeau, and r esides at 1'ecumseh; Frank
married M:ermie St. Louis, and is a hotelkeeper
at Pike Creek, Ont.; Clara married George Hemond, a teacher in the County of Essex, and bas
three children, Charles, Wilfred and Bertha;:
and Clement is mentioned below.·
Clement Reaume was born June 19, 1874,
in Sandwich East, and was ed-qcated in the public schools, completing his course in 1887. He
then became shipping clerk for the Windsor
Ever Ready Dress Stay Company, and remained in that capacity for one year. After this he
·farmed for a few years, when in 1897 he was
appointed to his present responsible position,
and he is devoting all of his time to the discharge of its duties. Politically Mr. Reaume
supports the principles of the Reform party.
Like his parents he is a devout member of the
Roman Catholic Church. He is a young man
who enjoys the confidence of his fellow towns-
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men, and his future is a very pleasant and.
bright one. On Nov. 23, 1903, 'be married Bella
St. Louis.
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JOlli~ ELLIOTT. One of the first inuications of the' advance of civilization is the
arrival of the school teacher in a community,
and from the time of the Chinese sage, Confucius, it is an admitted fact that the profession
of a teacher is the most honot·able calling to
which a citizen can aspire. The noblest men of
every age have devoted themselves to t he instruction of the ignorant, and to-day greatest
honor is paid to the professors of every country.
J ohn Elliott, one of the prominent educators
of the P rovince of Ontario, princi pal of the
Leamington high school, was born in the township of Colborne, County of Huron, Ont., of
Irish parentage, and took his preliminary
course in education in the schools of that township. He then attended the Goderich high
school, taking the full course under Principal
H. I. Strang, and later attended the University
of Toronto, but while living in eastern Ontario he transferred to Queen's University,
K ingston. of which institution he is a graduate.
After a training as a public school teacher in
his native county, Prof. Elliott began high school
work as English and science master in the high
school at Ca.ledonia, subsequently teaching
mathematics and science in the Collegiate I nstit ute at Brockville. Later he accepted a posit ion as first assistant in the high school at
Walkerton, and in Dec., 1895, was selected, on
the recommendations of the high school inspectors, for the position of first principal of the
I.Jeamington high school, a position which he
has held ever since. It is generally admitted
that no small share of the success of this pros·
p erous school is due to him. During all these
years he has been a close student. In addition
to his qualifications in mathematics, English
and other subjects . of high school work, Prof.
Elliott holds a public school inspector's certificate, a11d is a member of the board of examiners for the County of Essex. He has served
on the P ublic Library board for a number of
years, and is nO\V chairman of that body. As a
teacher his pupils honor and love him, and under his scholarly guidance make rapid progress.
I n r eligion Prof. .t:lliott is a Methodist, in
which church he holds ·the· position of Sundayschool superintendent. As an educator, a private citizen, and a church member he is very
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popular, and he exercises a strong influence for
good over those with whom he is brought into
contact. His wife, like himself, is a Canadian.
She was formerly Miss l\1c1\f ullen, and her native place is Kinloss, Cou~ty of Bruce, Ont.
They have thr ee children, who are now being
educated in the Leamington schools.
HENRY CHAPPELL, proprietor of the
"Chappell House," of Sandwich, County of
Essex, was born in Genesee County, New York,
Dec. 6, 1822, son of William II. and H annah
(McDowell) Chappell.
William Chappell was born near Providence, Rhode I sland, while his wife was born
in Newburgh, New York. They settled near
Rochester, New York, and there lived for some
years, he becoming a successful contractor and
builder. Both of them died while living with
Henry Chappell in Detroit, Michigan, and all
of their seven children are deceased except our
subject. William H. Chappell, the last brother
to die, passed away with Henry, at his home in
Sandwich.
Henry Chappell grew to manhood in New
York, where he received a fair education, while
learning the carpenter trade with his father.
This calling he followed a short time, but when
a young man he became attached to the h orse
racing fraternity, and for a number of y ears
be rode fast r acers in many different States, ·
making New Orleans his winter headquarters
for several years. I n 1858 he owned a stud of
fine horses in Rochester, New York, which he
brought to Canada and raced for some time,
being on every track of note in the Dominion,
as well as in Detroit. He built the first race
tract on Woodward avenue in Detroit, and has
owned and raced many noted horses since 1857.
He owns a farm of 108 acres, where he has some
of the finest horses to be found in either Canada or the United States, he owning thirtythree head of thoroughbred race horses, valued
at many thousands. Ile is one of the oldest
owners and trainers in either the United States
or Canada.
In 1867 :M:r. Chappell married Miss Frances
Howard, daughter of Peter Howard, of Bourbon county, .Kentucky, where she was born in
1852. After his marriage be settled in· Detroit,
and t here made his home · until 1869, when he
rented what is now kno\vn as the ''Chappell
House '' and stock farm, in West Sandwich, on
the Detroit river, where he ·has resided' thirty...
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four years. He has just completed one of the
finest hotels in the town of Sandwich, which he
is conducting as a first-class house. It is one
of the most commodious and elegantly finished
hotels in this portion of the county, and will be
known as the ''Chappell House.''
Mr. Chappell has traveled all over the Unit.
ed States and ·Canada, and had the honor of
r iding on the first steam engine run over the
New York & Erie Railroad. Politically he always voted the Democratic ticket, in the States,
his first vote having been cast for James K.
Polk. Religiously he was brought up in the
Universalist Church.
To the older residents of Sandwich :Mr. Chappell is a part of the town, and one of which
they are justly proud. Every dollar of his large
wealth has been honestly earned by his own
efforts, and although it has come through hard
work he is almost lavish in his generosity and
charity. In all of his good works he is gladly
seconded by his wife, and they both are held
in reverent admiration and enjoy the confidence
of all who have the pleasure of their
acquaintance.
HENRY BARLOW, a prosperous farmer
of Gosfield North, living on Concession 9, South
Talbot road, in the County of Essex, was born
Jan. 17, 1845, in the County of Wentworth,
near Hamilton, Ont., son of Richard and Rebecca (McCrimmon) Barlow. He comes of an
old and prominent family of the Dominion.
Richard Barlow was born in 1811 in New
Brunswick, son of William Barlow, whose ancestors settled at. Staten Island, Ne'v York.
William returned to Canada as a United Empire Loyalist, living a short time in New Brunswick, during which period his son, Richard,
was born.
The family then moved to Binbrooke, Count of Wentworth, and there Richard
married Rebecca McCrimmon, who was born in
1851 in Ontario. There Richard died in 1902,
at over ninety-two years of age; his widow
still survives, at the age of eighty-eight. Theil:
children were as follows : Annie married lion.
Nicholas Awry, a member of a prominent family, member of the Canadian Parliament, and
a commissioner to the World's Fair at Chicago,
and died leaving four children, Grace, Hardy,
George and Ralph. Henry is mentioned below.
Judson, born in the County of Wentworth,
married Eva R.evell, and they settled on the old
homestead in that county. Almira, born in the
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County of Wentworth, was the wife of Theo·
dore Stafford, a saddler, who died in Hamilton,
leaving three children, Richard, Maud and
George. Miss Victoria still resides in the County
of Wentworth.
ITenry Barlow was the eldest son of his parents' family, and he was educated in the old
school house near the homestea,d, supplementing
the learning he there acquired with extensive
reading ever since, being one of the best posted
men of this locality. Some years previous to his
marriage, he learned the carpenter's trade
which he followed in connection with farming
on the old homestead, until 1875, when he came
to the County of Essex. Investing in 107 acres
of 'vild land, he has transformed it into a :fine
farm, having all but forty acres cleared. His
improvements are of a most substantial character, all of his building having been done by
himself. In addition to this farm he owns another situated on Concession 8.
In 1868 1\l[r. Barlow married Miss Mary A.
Young, born Jan. 20, 1850, at Binbrooke,
County of Wentworth, daughter of William and
Jane (Bell) Young, an old U. E. L. family of
Canada. :Mrs. Barlow was reared in the County
o:f Wentworth, where her father died when she
was a young girl, leaving her mother with seven
children to rear, namely : Mary A., wife of 1\fr.
Barlow; Andrew, of Colorado; J ohn, of St.
Louis, Missouri; Margaret, wife of John Golden~
o£ the County of Haldimand; William J., a
ranchman of Assiniboia, North-west Canada;
Janet, wife of William Monroe, of Port Dover,
Canada; and Maria E., who married Claud
Shipman, a ranchman in North-western Canada. Almost all are married and have descendants. After the death of Mr. Young, Mrs.
Young married (second ) James Hoey. They
reside at Prince Albert, and have five children.
namely : Robert; John W estney; Michael G. ;
Annie J., wife of E. H. Clever , a barrister of
Toronto, Ont.; and Alice, wife of Peter Paul, of
Prince Albert.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Barlo'v
are the following: William W., born in the
County of Wentworth in 1869, was educated in
the local schools, and the high school of Caledonia, and then studied pharmacy, later locating at Hamilton where he did business some
years as a leading druggist. lie is now a traveling salesman for the great drug firm of Parke~
Davis & Co., connected with the house at Walkerville, Ont. He married Uiss Rebecca Houten~

.·...' ..
'

~ ~

..

..
\ • .

•

'·

..
I

.,

228

of Hamilton, where they reside. Richard 0.,
the second son, ·was born in 1870, and still remains at home. Ethel, born in 1872, in the
. County of \-Ventworth, is the wife of Albert
Bondy, of Gosfield North, and they have three
children, Alft·ed, Edna and l\Iary. Stanley,
born in 18741 married Ethel Steed, of Gosfield
Xorth, and they reside on a farm in Colchester
Xorth, and have two children, Gordon and
(;eorge. P ercival, born in 1876, died in childhood. Henry II., born in 1878, in Gosfield
North, was educated in the common and high
schools of the County of Essex, and now resides
on the old homestead in Gosfield North ; in 1900 .
he married Isabella Lewis, of the County of
E ssex, and has one daughter, Luella Alberta,
born in 1902. Luella J., born in 1880, Roy,
lJorn in 1882, Andrew E., born in 1889 and
Forest J., born in 1895, are still at school and
home.
During the F enian raid in Canada, Mr. Barlow showed his loyalty by enlisting in an independent company at Binbrooke, which was attached t o the 19th Battalion of Canada, then
located at Kiagara, and afterward attached to
the 77th Battalion. Mr. Barlow has never been
awarded any land grant although he is entitled
to 160 acres, which many of his companions in
arms have received. Fraternally he is a Mason,
having joined the Order in 1867, and belongs
to Harmony ..Lodge, No. 57. He 'is also a member of the Order of Foresters in the County of
Essex, and has held official position in the organization, and belongs also to the Chosen
Friends, in an honorary capacity. For some
eight consecutive years l\Ir. Barlow served as
a member of the council of Gosfield North,
and has proved himself a faithful, publicspirited citizen. Religiously the family is connected with the Baptist Church, in which body
:\!r. Barlow has been a deacon for a number of
years. The family has long been prominent in
that denomination, his father and brother, Judson, both officiating in the same position in the
County of Wentworth.
Henry Barlow is one of the really representative men of Gosfield North, and, as has been
sbow;n, has been identified with the political,
religious and fraternal circles of his neighborhood for many years. H e has won approbation
everywhere, and is held in high esteem. M:r.
Barlow also commands the respect and affection of his large and intelligent family, to all
of whom he has afforded good educational ad-
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vantages, and by his own estimable life haS
given them a social standing which they have
maintained in the various localities to which
their uuties have called them. In his neighborhoou he is appreciated for his kind anu
chat·itable nature, and for those qualities which
prove to all the reality of his Christian professions. Such men are an honor to any community, and Gosfleld North may be proud of
such a citizen as H enr·y Barlow.
OLIVER KBI...LOGG SCRATCII, a prosperous rctir·ed farmer of Leamington, County of
Essex, was born in Gosfield township, March 30,
1834, son of J>eter and Mary (Wigle) Scratch.
The founders of the family in this country we1·e
I1eonhard ansi Mary (l\lunger) Scratch, parents
of Peter. The latter, who was a farmer, lived
for several years in Gosfield township, and held
the office of postmaster, and there both he and
his good wife died. The children who came to
this worthy couple we1·e: J ohn, Leonhard, Judith (who married Oliver Kellogg), Ilenry,
:Mary (who married Samuel Bentley), Joseph,
and Alpheus, all deceased; William, who is on
the homestead; Archimedus, deceased; Oliver
K.; and Cyrenus, of Shelbina, Missouri.
. 9liver K. Scratch spent his boyhood on the
· homestead farm, and when he was twenty-five
years of age took up government land to the extent of 100 act·es, paying $1 per acre therefor.
This land had been previously granted t o his
grandfather, Leonhard Scratch. It was in a wild
state, and during his residence thereon, until
nlay, 1886, he improved it in every way. At that
time he rented the farm, and purchased ten acres
on Erie street, upon which he erected a fine brick
dwelling, and is now living rctit·ed. I n politics
he is a Conservative, and has been trustee of the
.township. Tie is a member of the }fethodist
Church, in which he has been class leader, and
he is a man who holds the unqualified respect of
all who know hjm. lie is a strong advocate of
the temperance cause.
On Aug. 26, 1855, Mr. Scratch married, in
Gosfield township, Jane Fulmer, a daughter of
Adam and Barbara (Stewart) Fulmer, born in
Gosfield township, March 29, 1838. The children
born of this union are: Arthur, born Wednes·
day, l\1ay 14, 1856, married Isabell Simpson,
and has children-Grace (l\Irs. William Gunning), Jane (Mrs. Nelson Peterson), Myrtle
(1\Irs. Seibert), Lily, Lawrence. Cora, · born
1\Ionday, Jan. 9, 1861, married Albert Will·:in:
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and has three children-Bella, Pearl and
Barl. Charles E lihu, born Wednesday, Aug. 13,
1862, married Margaret Snyder, and has four
ehildren-Roy, Earl, Clare and Thelma Irene.
Cora, an adopted daughter, was born l\iay 8,
1875, and she married Roy Russell.
The Fulmer family were of German extraction. Adam Fulmer, son of John .Fulmer, was
born in Gosfield township, and was a farmer,
spending his life in his native township. Barbara
Stewart was a daughter of Charles and Mary
Stewart. Their children were: J ohn, deceased;
Joseph, who went to California, and was never
heard of thereafter; Mary; Ann, widow of
H enry Scratch, and living in Gosfield township;
l\Irs. Oliver Scratch; Andrew who married Sarah
Martin, and has five children--John, L eason,
II ugh, Jennie, Walter; Stepheri; Charles, who
was killed while serving in the United States
army during the Rebellion; Michael, who mar.
ried Elizabeth Dawson, and has children-Benla,
Pearl, Garfield, Charles, Nora, Flossie, Eari,
:Mary and Howard; Josiah, who married Catherine · Rose, and had children- George, Isabell,
Adolphus, and two whose ·names are unknown;
Josephine, 'vho married Simon Kellog, and has
had seventeen children, of whom fourteen are
living, and among whom are-Joseph, Della,
Cora, Roy, Charles, Stella, Laura, Blanche, Winnifred, Gerald and J effrey (twins), and Stanley.
·
· JOHN l\f. HICKS, a successful merchant
who won prosperity through personal energy,
honorable dealing and courteous treatment of
his cUistomers, is now living retired at Essex.
He was born in County Cavan, Ireland, Feb.
25, 1849, son of John and Bessie (Mo·ffett)
Hicks, who were born in Ireland, where they
grew to maturity and married. In 1854 they
came to Canada, and settled in the township
of Marlborough, County of Carleton, where he
made a farm from wild land and where he resided until his death in 1892, aged eighty-three
years. His widow survived him until February,
1901, 'vhen she passed away, aged eighty-five.
Religiously they were members of the Methodist
Church. Politically he was a Conservative. Six
children were born to them as follows : (1)
Thomas, born in Ireland, married in ~{arlbor
ough, removed to the County of Essex, m 1884,
and of his children Eliza is now Mrs. A. Patterson, of Smith's Falls, Ont.; John lives in
!Iississippi; Bell, of Ridgetown, married (first)
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l\Iyron l\fitten, and five years after his death
married (second) Fred Gamage; l\Iary, of Detroit, married Walter Shaw; Jason lives at De·
troit.
Thomas, of Detroit, died in Dec., ·
1903; Byron also lives at Detroit.
(2)
William, born in Ireland, is married and
lived on the old homestead.
(3) Eliza,
born in Ireland, married Horatio Lee, of :M:ilwaukee, and died the mother of four children,
Olive, Edwin, F rank and M:abel. (4) James A.,
born in Ireland, married Miss Sarah Johnston,
and ca~e to Essex, where he is engaged in a
furniture and undertaking business; they have
five children, Nellie, Edwin, Viva, Ada and
Evelyn. (5) John l\L (6) Ann J ., born in
:Marlborough, married Adam Johnston, a farm·
er, and they have three children, Howard,
l\fabel and Florence.
John M. Hicks grew to manhood in his native county, where he received his early education. When a young man he worked on the
farm, but later he started as a cheese maker
in the Cqunty of Carleton, Ont., which he continued for five years as a journeyman. In 1876
he came to Essex, and bought a farm which he
retained but a year, then engaging in a grocery
and bakery business, and feed store, which l1e
operated for a quarter of a -century. In connection therewith he also operated a meat market
for a number of years. In 1876 he bought some
property, on which he erected his fine block, all
of which he now rents, he retiring in 1901. l\lr.
Hicks also owns one of the fine farms of Colchester North, to which he gives his attention.
On Feb. 15, 1876, Mr. Hicks· married l\Iiss
Susan Beaman, daughter of Joseph and Annie
Beaman, farming people of Carletoi), where
the former died in 1890, aged sixty. Mrs. Hicks
,
was born in 1853, and is a sister of Squire
W. D. Beaman, of Essex. F ive children have
been born to 1\fr. and l\Irs. Hicks : Bessie l\1.,
born in Essex, married A. W. Marsh, editor of
the Amherstburg Echo, and they have two chil·
dren, Helen l\f. and John A.; Annie E. l\:1.,
born in Essex; graduated from the Essex high
school, and is now living at home; Retta, born
in Essex, is living at home; William J. F. was
born in 1888 ; and Susan E. Meryl was born
in December, 1895.
Religiously l\[r. Hicks is a member of the
Methodist Church, as is also his wife. lle has
been one of the stewards and trustees of the
Church for twenty-five years. Politically l\fr.
Hicks has always been identified with the Con~
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servative party, has been a member of the town
council for years, and still holds that office. He
is a member of the Order of Odd Fellows and the
A. 0. U. W. When eighteen yeat·s of age he
· joined the Lodge of Orangemen, of which he is
still a member.
Mr. Hicks started out in life a poor boy,
and in addition to making his own way, helped
to pay off a mortgage on his father's farm. He
is one of Essex's old-time merchants, and a man
whose interests have always been identified
with those of the city. He has taken an active
part in everything that promised to advance the
welfare of Essex, and has been prominent in
church work as welL Honored by his fellow
townsmen, esteemed by his friends, and loved
in his home circle, he stands as a model of all that
is best and true in man, and he shows forth in
his life the teachings of his faitli.

'

i ·;

.

~

l

l i

l .

l
j:

1

:

~

·,
'

'

!

.

'

'

~

i : :.
t

•

•

' .!
.,
' .

'
,,,
.' ' l

, '; l
I

f :i

I

.

~ 'I

I 1! 11
· 1 .1
·1

,_ . ; J i'

I

•

:

: 11

l! • I
t

\

"

r · l'

'j

·)!I; . ·. :.
1 \ ~

I

,
l

f .:

't

'

I: 1

.. ;tI"I : i i~ ·I,: .
!

i

. d4f'

''I'
, tl. : j ~ '!

'r

iI

•

;i

~

.
' 1 . .fJ:i·,. :i,j'j
I { J
I .
~

:;

'

!

I

'.

I

'

'f ·:
. f "I ~ f' ;1:
1 I

I' l \
d'

·I.,l •
. I

I

'

•

-1.

'
·J

.j

I :jI

:I! i

~ ., , jdJ'!
,
t '·
. I J'.' ,,

.
l''

)

I;
I

.(

I

I

•

:'
I I

.l

.

1

t

;!

'i

1·q~ ..,.;

~ :1.
~

I

I . ~ 'I I

'·I ~ I ~ l

,~ ~u·
1i ii :I
...,, t· .
•!

~
~,..

, n_:_,
~

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

t ,.,

ROBERT AFLECK, one of th~ members of
the township council of Colchester South, County
of Essex, Ont., is one of the township's most
representative farmers and stock raisers. He
was born Nov. 20, 1846, in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, son of Archibald and Sarah (Murray)
Afleck.
When Archibald Afleck brought his family to
Canada, and located, in 1862, in the township
of Colchester South, he settled on a tract of
seventy-eight acres of land, which he afterward
added to until, at the time of his death in 1886,
at the age of sixty-three, he was the owner of
more than 200 acres. His wife, Sarah Murray,
died in 1887, aged sixty-three. They were both
Presbyterians in religious belief. Their children
were: John married Agnes Clark; Robert; William and Archibald, both died yoUng; Mary married Edward Shaw, a farmer of Colchester
South; Alexanger, a farmer of Colchester South,
married Augusta Walker; Nettie married Henry
Herdman, a carriage manufacturer at Harrow;
Joseph, a farmer on the homestead, married
:Mary Ann Stockford; and Anna died young.
Robert Afieck was but six years of age when
the family came to Colchester South, and there,
in the common schools, held in log houses, he
r eceived his education. When he was eighteen
years of age he began to work, and' after his
marriage he continued for· a year in the employ
of Mr. Craig. He then rented his present prop.
erty of James Howie, but after three years
. bought 100 acres, about sixty acres of which were
cleared. Immediately upon coming into pos-

session of it, Mr. Afleck began to clear it off,
erected excellent buildings, and he now has a
very fine home, and one of which he may well
be proud. In 1893 he built a handsome brick
house.
In 1867 :Mr. Afleck was married to :Mary Ann
Ride, and the following children were born to
them: Rosie died at the age of four years; Agnes
married George E. McLane, of the 3d Concession, and has seven children, Murdo, Clarence,
Pearl, Fanny, Ivan, Rosa and Wilbur; William,
of Concession 4, owns a fine farm of eighty
acres, married Bertha Stockward; and Edward
is at home. About ten years ago Mr. Afleck
bought fifty acres on the 5th Concession, all of
which was wild land. He has cleared thirty
acres of that, and devotes it to general farming.
In politics he is a Liberal, and he has always
been interested in tow.nship affairs, for the past
seven years serving in the township council, and
for many years as sc}lool trustee. He is a prominent member of the Presbyterian Church, and is
active in the Agricultural Society, of which he
has been a director for many years. Beginning
with practically nothing, :Mr. Afleck, · through
hard work, good management and thrift, has
gradually worked himself up until he is one of
the leading men of his township, if not in the
county.
JOHN GREAVES, a substantial and representative retired farmer of the County of Essex,
residing at Essex, was born June 29, 1843, in
Lancashire, England, son of John, Sr., and Jane
(Bottomley) Greaves.
· John Greaves, Sr., was born May 29, 1808,
and wife Dec. 25, 1806. They grew to maturity
in England, and were there married.. Being a
skilled mechanic Mr. Greaves desired to find a
wider field of operations, and better remuneration, and concluded to emigrate to America. In
1850, with his family, he took 'passage on a
sailing-vessel, and after a longer period on the
water than is now required by the ocean greyhounds to reach the shores of China, the little
family arrived at New York. His skill immediately gave him employment as foreman for the
firm of Taylor.& Forbes, who owned large cotton
mills at Rockdale, (!n the Wappinger river, five
miles east of the city of Poughkeepsie, on the
Hudson river. Mr. Greaves remained with this
firm for five years, but in 1856 he located on a
tract of 'Yild land which he had previously purchased in Canada. On this not a tree bad been
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cut, nor a road made, only a sleigh track through
the bush. The family made their home in a
little log cabin, and there entered upon all the
phases of pioneer life. Mr. Greaves was much
assisted by his own mechanical skill in getting
his home in order, while his three sons were able
to assist in the clearing and cultivating of the
land. His beloved wife died in 1872, and his
own death took place at the home of John, his
youngest son, in 1886. Both parents were mem·
bers of the Church of England until they came
to Canada, and as no religious body of their
faith existed in the locality, they associated
themselves with the Methodist Church, and f or
a number of years he was a local preacher of
the doctrines of the noted Dr. Wesley. A family of ten children were born to these worthy
and pious people, three of whom died in England. The others were: J ames, born in England,
is married and resides with his family at Kingsville, Ont.; Sarah, born in England, married
Samuel Ratcliff, and was accidentally shot at her
home. in the township o~ Sandwich, her death
leaving motherless three children, J ames H.,
Mary and Hannah (deceased); Joseph, born in
England, married a Miss Totten, in Canada,
and removed to Montana, where he has made a
success of ranching; Mary married John Kennedy, and they reside in County of Essex:; Betsy E., born in England, married Henry Pollock, and they reside with a family in Lenawee
County, Michigan; Jane E., born in England in
1845, married William Bennett, of the County
of Essex, and has a family; and John was born
in E·ngland in 1843.
John Greaves, bearing his father's honored
name, obtained his early education in England
and in New York State. Since coming to Canada
he has lived the greater part of the time on the
old homestead, and every part of it possesses
associations of the past for him. Until his marriage he assisted his father, and afterward he
settled on half of Lot 2, Concession 12, Sandwich
South, working it for himself, and so continu. ing until be owned 230 acres of laod, which he
farmed until July, 1903. He then came to Essex, bought a nice home and retired. He erected
many new buildings on his farm, and in 1897
h e built the commodious and comfortable home
where he resided until his removal to Essex:, in
the enjoyment of good health and the esteem of
all "'vho knew him. 1\fr. Greaves is one of the
large land owners of the township, having purchased many farms both h ere and· in Maidstone
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township. He has treated his sons wry generously, having erected comfortable homes for
them also.
In 1866 Mr. Greaves was united in marriage
with Ellen Louisa Collins, born in February,
1851, in Maidstone township, daughter of Charles
and Elizabeth Collins, one of the old pioneer
families of :Maidstone township, County of Essex.
Six children blessed this u·nion, as follows: ( 1)
Charles \V., born in 1867, lives on tl1e old homestead, Lot 291, South Talbot Road; he married
Hattie Smith, of Sandwich township, and they
have five children: Edith, Grace, Hannah, William and Mildred. (2) John T., born in Aug.,
1868, resides near the old home of our subject
on the South half of Lot 291 ; he married Mary
Farough, of Sandwich, and they have two children, Mary and Wilfred. (3) George S., born
Oct. 12, 1872, resides on part of the old homestead, Lot 2, in Concession 12; be married Martha Farougb, also of this township, and they
have two children, John and Edison. (4) Albert,
born in May, 1875, married Catherine Smith, of
the County of Essex and they reside in the new
home on Mr. Greaves' fine farm in Maidstone
to,vnship; they have. three children, Alfaretta,
Russell and Bdn.ea. (5) Ada E., born in Sept.,
1881, married William Burton, a farmer of
~laidstone township, a·nd they have two daughters, Oloah and Louisa; and (6) Lillie II., born
in July, 1889, is still with her parents.
Religiously Mr. Greaves and family are all
members of the :Methodist Church, where he bas
been one of the stewards for many years, and
his son Charles is also a steward. Politically he
has ahvays been a Reformer, and for eight years
he bas filled the office of councillor in Sandwich
South. Fraternally he is a member of the
Order of United Workmen. Mr. Greaves is a
man who is looked up t o in his locality with
esteem. He has been foremost in all movemt>nts
to benefit the community, and has given liberally to promote public improvements. Doth he
and his wife are leading members in church
and temperance work.
ROBERT HOWIE, one of the Yery prosperous farmers of Colchester South, County of
Essex, is
excellent example of what can be
accomplished through hard work, ~~ mann~
ment and thrift. Tie -was born at the villacre of
1\[uirkirk, Ayrshire, Srotland, Feb. 23, 1846,
and was seven years of a~e when the family
left Scotland. They came in the snilin~·"<'"'~l
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guages in Trinity College, Dublin. 'l'o Jonathan
Nelson· were born the following children, since
deceased: Eliza, who married Mathew Elliot;
Jane, who married Mr. Rogers; Margaret, who
married a Mr. Baxter; Sarah, who married a Mr.
Gordon; Robert; Nathan; George; and Horace.
Horace Nelson, father of Alexander W., was
a cousin of Dr. Wolfred Nelson, of Montreal,
who figured so largely in Canadian history in
connection with the Rebellion of 1837. He was
born at River Rouge, near Detroit, in 1806, but
was taken to Sandwich by his parents, and there
grew to manhood. Early in life he began teaching in Hamilton, U.C., but later engaged in the
mercantile trade at Garfield. He was connected
with the mail service of the County of Essex:,
and was also clerk of the court of that county. In
1847, he married Mary Ann Wilkinson, daughter
of Capt. John A. Wilkinson (of Her Majesty's
37th regiment of foot, who died in 1866), and
his wife Frances Hands, the latter a daughter.of
Sheriff Hands, who had charge of the western
district, comprising the Counties of Essex, Kent
and Lambton. 1\.fary Ann Wilkinson was born
at Montreal in 1818, and died in 1886. She bore
the follo,ving children : Isabella, since deceased,
who married William Wallace, of Buffalo, New
York; Helen, since deceased, who married George
0. Leech; Frances, unmarried, who resides at
Windsor; James, who died in 1898; Alexander
W. ; and Robert E., of Chicago, who married
Jane Lavender, of Detroit, and has two children,
Ernest and Gertrude.Alexander W. · Nelson was born iri. Amherstburg in 1855, and was educated in Sandwich
grammar school. In 1869 he entered upon his
business career, with his brother, James, in a
hardware establishment, the firm being known
a.<> James Nelson & Bro. This firm wa~ successfully operated until the death of James, . after
which, under the sole proprietorship of Alexander W. Nelson, its prosperity continued. Alexander W. Nelson is a member of the Windsor
Board of 'rrade council, and stands very high
in business circles. He is not only successful in
his business relations, but is also regarded as a
ALEXANDER W. NELSON, Windsor, Ont, very important factor in the social life of Wind·The Nelson family is one of the old ~nd substan- sor. While he is inclined to favor the Conservatial ones of the County of Essex. It was founded tive party, he believes in voting for the man best
in the New World by Jonathan Nelson, the :fitted for the office, particularly in local affairs.
grandfa.ther of Alexander W. Nelson, who was Enterprising, energetic, public-spirited, a.<> well
born in ~ngland, and· died in Amherstburg, in as genial and courteous in manner, Mr. Nelson
1830. His wife was Elizabeth Donovan, a native possesses a host of warm friends and is very
of Ireland, whose father was a professor of Ian-· popular throughout the County.
"Santa 1\:[aria," and, small as he was then, M:r.
Howie well remembers the voyage. After arriving in the new home, the lad followed farm
work with his father until 1872, when he was
given 100 acres, upon which he farmed for four
years. At the end of that time he sold his
property to his brother, and bought the Gordon
Buchanan place. Later he came into possession of the adjoining land, and now owns 275
acres in the most beautiful part ·of Colchester
South. He has cleared up much land during
his active life, and made numerous improvements. I n 1895 he erected his handsome brick
house, and now another is being built by his
son Gordon. 'l'he substantial barns and other
buildings all have been built since Mr. Howie
purchased · the property twenty-three years ago.
Mr. Howie is a worthy member of the Liberal party, and has served as its delegate upon
a number of occasions. He has twice seconded
the nomination of John Auld ·for member of
Parliament, also seconded M. K. Cowan's nomination. Mr. Howie has served as a member oi
the township council for four years. His family attend the English Church. Socially he is
a member of the Workmen of Honor; is a member of and has for many years been a · director
in the Agricultural Society, while in 1899 he
was its worthy president. In educati<>nal matters Mr. Howie has always taken a deep interest, serving for several years as school trustee,
and he is now treasurer of the Erie Cemetery
Association, having succeeded the late Arthur
Brush.
In 18721 in this township, 1\fr. Hmyie was
married to Miss Alzora · J a·ne, daughter of the
late John G. Buchanan, and to this union have
been born: Annie Louise, who in November,
1902, became the wife of · Charles Pulford, of
Amherstburg; Mary, who died Oct. 15, 1888,
aged eleven years, three months and nine days;
Gordon James, who has a :fine· farm just east
of his father's estate, a;nd who, in Dec., 1901,
married Minnie Dela Iler; · and Jessie Letitia,
at home.
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JAMES NELSON, who died at \Vindsor, Ont., in
December, 1898, was one of the most prominent
business men of that city. He was born in Amherstburg, Jan. 21, 1848, a son of Horace Nelson, and received a good common school education. In 1869 he settled at Windsor, where, with
his brother, Alexander W. Nelson, he founded
the firm of James Nelson & Bro., dealers in hardware. Under their careful management the business flourished, and the patronage incre!\5ed, until it became and remained an important factor
in the mercantile world of Windsor.
Mr. Nelson was a most estimable man, and
one of the strictest integl'ity. H e was kind and
courteous in business, and in his social relations
justly popular. By his death, Windsor lost an
able business man and Christian gentleman. His
political views coin~ided with the principles of
the Conservative party, and his religious connection was with the Church of England.
WORTHY GOULD (deceased), who for
many years was a prominent farmer of Colchester North, was born in Somersetshire, England, Nov. 28, 1845, son of ' William and Annie
Gould, who both died in England. They left
four sons, three of whom · came to Canada:
Noah, of Northwest Canada; Charles, · of Glencoe, Canada; Lawrence, of England; · and
Worthy.
The late Worthy Gould was reared in England, where he was engaged in farming. In
1870 he was happily married to Miss Elizabeth
Sminey, a native of Somersetshire, England,
born Dec. 21, 1839, daughter of William and
Elizabeth Sminey, prominent people of Somersetshire. In April, of that same year (1870),
Mr. and Mrs. Gould came via New York, to
Canada, and lived for two years on a f arm at
Wardsville, County of Middlesex. At the expiration of that time they came to Colchester
North, an d purchased wild land, settling in the
bush. There they erected a log cabin and lived
in it for some years before he erected his present
new home in 1889. · He cleared 'up a fine farm .
of 140 acres, and placed the greater portion
of it under cultivation. His death occurred
there J une 25, 1901. Mr. Gould was connected
with the Church of England, but attended and
supported the Methodist Church, of Colchester.
Politically he was a Conservative, but never
aspired to office. He and his ·w ife had four
children : Miss Bessie, born in Wardsville, was
educated in the schools of Colchester, and is a

charming young lady ; Annie, born in t h.e
County of Elgin, in 1875, married Everett :hfeddaugh, of Belle River, County of E ssex, section
foreman on t he Grand Trunk railroad, and h as
two children, Ray and Ina; John, born i•n 1878,
in the County of Elgin, was reared on the farm,
and in April, 1902, he married :hfiss 1\fillie l\faynard, of Colchester, eldest daughter of William
H. and Mary J. Maynard, of Colchester, and
the young couple reside in Colchester North on
a farm purchased by his father; George Gordon, born in J anuary, 1881, was rea~ed upon
the farm, receiving a good ·e ducation, and since
the death of his father, he has been manager
of the homestead, and being one of the enterprising young farmers of this section, he keeps
the property in excellent condition, and devotes much attention to the breeding of shorthorn
cattle. 'rhe family all · attend the :Methodist
Church. The sons are Conservatives like thei!
f ather, George taking a special interest in
politics.
l\Ir. Gould was a man widely kno'm and
highly respected. In his fraternal affiliations
with the· Order of Odd Fellows, he displayed·
the same thoroughness of purpose which char~
acterized' him in other relations, and he was
highly esteemed in that order. Coming to Essex
County at a day when but little improvement ·
of any kind had been made, he nobly bore hiS
part in the great work, arid lived to see wonderful ·changes take place. Success crowned his
efforts, not alone in a material sense, for he
became one of the leading men of his com~
munity, and numbered among his friends those
who left a· lasting impress upon the Dominion's
history.
.
REV.. FATHER SEl\fANDE, priest of the
Church of the Assumption at Sandwich, is
descended from one of the old families of the
County of Essex:. He is a son of Antoine
Semande, and grandson of Antoine (Sr.), both
of whom were natives of this county. The
grandfather was born in 1788, and 'served in the
War of 1812, as a scout, and r endered efficient
services.· Being a lover of fine horses, he always
took great · pleasure in · witnessing the trials of
speed whenever an opportunity offered. Antoine Semande, Sr., was tWice married, his son
Antoine being born of his second marriage.
Antoine Sema1,1de, J r., was born in Sandwich
in 1830, and died at the age of thirty-two years.
He was a farmer on Concession 1. His wife,
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Matilda La Ferte, bore him the following children: Remi, a farmer in Sandwich West;
Frank (Father Semande); Noe, a merchant of
Sault Ste. Marie; Josephine, a sister in the
Holy Name Convent at Sarnia.
The Rev. Father Semande was born in Sandwich. West in 1855, and was educated at
Assumption College at Sandwich, taking a full
classical course, which he completed in 1876.
After being graduated therefrom, he took a four
years' colirse in Theology in the same institution, and at the same time taught in the college.
After completing his course at Assumption, he
spent one year in the Novitiate at Sandwich.
I n 1881 he was ordained priest by the Rev.
Bishop Walsh, then of London, and the same
year he took the Chair of Ancient Languages
in his alma mater, which position he ably :filled
until1893, when he was made priest of Assumption parish, which comprises some 500 families.
I n his arduous work as bead of this large parish
Father Semande is ably assisted by Rev. P.
Chalardard.
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of the school board; bas served as pathmaster
and fence viewer of Mersea township and bas
shown a commendable amount of activity in
all movements for the township's advancement.
He is a member and director in the :Mersea
Township Agricultural Society; and is one of
the 'most interested members of the Loyal
Orange Association of Leamington. For a considerable period he has been district secretary.
For three years be was a member of the County
Essex Fus.iliers, serving as sergeant of his company, and he was popular with his whole
command.
I·n May, 1885, in Mersea township, :Mr.
Noble married Clorinda Sutterington, born in
Mersea township, daughter of George Sutterington, a lady of many domestic and social attractions. Their children are: Maude Beatrice, Ida
Belle, Milton Stanley and Angus Ross. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Noble belong to the Methodist
C.tmrch.

CAPT. FRANCIS CASPER FULMER,
now engaged in the livery business in Windsor,
ANDREW J. NOBLE, a farmer and stock is descended from one of the pioneer families
raiser of Mersea township, County Essex, is a of the County of Essex. The Fulmer family
man well known in that township for his indus- was originally German, and the :first to cross
try, sobriety and upright character. He was the Atlantic and plant the family in the Westborn April 9, 1862, on the Benjamin Noble ern World came in the historic "Mayflower" to
homestead in Mersea township, son of Ben- Plymouth, Massachusetts.
jamin Noble, a prominent citizen of Mersea.
John Casper Fulmer, grandfather of FranOur subject was educated in the district cis C., is of record in Pennsylvania, and was
schools of the township and assisted his father bore about the year 1760. When quite young
in the clearing of the homestead farm until the he became connected with the Colonial army,
age of twenty-two years, when he started out but at the time of the Revolutionary war setfor himself. For one year be worked in the tled in Canada, locating in Lot 1, Concession
lumber woods of Michigan, and at other occu- 3, Mersea. township, County of Essex, which
pations, and then returned to Mersea to engage contained 200 acres of land. Here he followed
in farming, selecting a tract of forty-three acres farming the remainder of his days, and died
near the homestead. This he improved, work- about the year 1838. Mr. Fulmer married Ann
i•ng early and late to accomplish it, making a. Fox, and to their union were born the follow:fine farm which he advantageously sold in 1900. ing children: John, Adam, George, Henry,
His present property, consisting of 180 acres, Julia, Elizabeth and Nancy.
John Fulmer, father of Francis C., was
known as the William Henry Sutterington farm,
he has also brought to a high state of cultiva- born on the old farm in Mersea township, in
tion, and is successfully carrying on extensive 1805. He married (first) Betsey, ·daughter of
operations in farming, tobacco growi-ng and Francis Wilkinson, who was of Irish extracthorough-bred stock raising. He believes in tion, his wife being of German descent. To Mr.
and uses modern methods and conducts his work and Mrs. Fulmer came the following children:
in a practical and scientific manner.
Caroline, wife of Comfort Latam; Francis C.,
l\lr. Noble has not confined all his attention our subject; William K., of the United States;
tO his personal pursuits, but has shown a deep and Mary, the wife of Levi Truax. The mother
interest in public matters. lie is serving as of this family died in 1847, and her husband
tru~tee of the Hillman school, and is secretary
married for his second wife, Sarah McNutt, by

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
whom he had one daughter, Abby, who died at
the age of twenty years. John Fulmer died in
1868. During his active life he was identified
with the Reform party.
Francis Casper Fulmer, or Capt. Fulmer,
as he is known, was born in Mersea township
Oct. 17, 1835, where he grew to manhood. At
the age of sixteen· he took charge of his father's
farm, and there remained until 1871. At this
time he settled in Windsor, and, in company
with David McGregor, engaged in the livery
business for four and a half years, when he·
sold out to his partner. Soon thereafter he
established a hack and sale stable, to which he
very soon added a general livery business, and
since 1876 Capt. Fulmer has been found at the
present stand in Ferry street, near the river.
During the rebellion in the States, Mr. Fulmer
did a large business in buying and shipping
horses to that country for cavalry use. Horse
deali1ng was an important factor in his business
until the death of his son in 1882. Since that
time M:r. Fulmer has been Qbliged to remain
close to his local business office.
In 1856 Captain Fulmer was united in marriage to Phoebe J ane McQueen, daughter of
Jacob McQueen, and to this union came children
as follows: (1) Almina is the wife of Charles
Chilvers, of Walkerville, by whom she has had
eight children: Lewis, Frank, Alonzo, May, Millie, Lettie, John A. and Almina. (2) William is
deceased. (3) Miss Lettie Jane resides at home.
(4) Lewis J. married Ora J ohnson, but is now
deceased. Two sons were born to this union :
Lewis and Casper R.
Captain Fulmer was for a number of years .
captain of the fire company of Windsor. He
has been offered public positions at different
times, but decHned any political notoriety. The
Captain is a member of the I.O.O.F. and the A.

o.u.w.

. COOK WRIGH'r, an energetic farmer of
Malden to·wnship, County of Essex, is a descendant of one of the pioneer settlers of Colchester,
numbered among the very first to locate in this
vicinity.
Joseph J. Wright, his father, was born in
Colchester township, on the homestead farm,
near the lake. As a young man he assisted in
the clearing of the home farm, and also for a
time following sailing, in time becoming master
and part owner of the schooner "L. Patton."
H is home was always in Colchester South, where

I 2as

he engaged in farm~ng and owned considerable
land. He died in Colchester in February, 1901,
aged seventy-nine years. His wife passed a'vay
in 1891, aged sixty-four years. In Colchester
South he married Zoah Marontate, also of an old
County of Essex family. The father was a. Conservative in his political views, and being a great
reader, and possessing an excellent memory, was
a well-informed man. His family was as follows: Francis (deceased), married Jennie Harris; Edwin D., of Colchester South, married
Sarah Lypps; Emma married ·Alanson' Iler, of
Colchester South; Ella m~rried Theodore Langlois ; Cook and Clarence are both on the homestead; the latter married Amy McGee.
Cook Wright was born on the home farm
April 4, 1858, in the house which is still standing. He received a common school education,
and on April 19, 1886, came to his present farm
of 100 acres, in Malden township, near Amherstburg, which was purchased by his father. This
property was but little improved, but Mr.
Wright now has eighty-five acres under cultivation; his buildings are substantial, and there is
a pleasing appearance of thrift about his premises which shows that a master-hand is at the
head of affairs. In politics he is a stamch Conservative, but has not aspired to political honors.
Mr. Wright married, in Colchester South,
Miss Della Edgworth, and to the union have
been born: Ross, who died at the age of nine
years; Gussie, who died at the age of eight
years; and Lance, Jessie, Fred, Chloe and
David, at home." Mr. Wright bas always been a
hard-working man, and his success is most certa~nly well deserved.
Mrs. Della (Edgworth) Wright was born in
Windham, County of Norfolk, Ont., July. 11,
1858, daughter of Edward and Drucilla (Freland) Edgworth, the former of whom is a
farmer in Michigan. He came to the County of
Essex and settled in Anderdon township in
1884, purchasing 100 acres, where his wife died
in 1900, aged sixty-eight years. He removed to
Michigan i·n 1901. Like his wife he is a member of the Church of England. They were the
parents of children as follows: Miles, an engineer, of Windsor, . Ont.; Lehman, a farmer of
Aylmer, Ont.; Agnes, of Windsor, Ont., who
married John N. Fuller; Della, 1\Irs. Wright;
Charles,
carpenter, of Michigan; Jessie, who
maried Thomas Imerson, a farmer of Anderdon
township; Nettie, of Detroit, married to R<>bert
Fryer; Isabella, of Windsor, Ont., who married
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Andrew Grove, a painter; and Melvina, wife of
John Cockburn, a farmer of Michigan.
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home there for ten years. He then purchased
his father's first property, on which he resided
until his death, Jan. 10, 1901. H is wife now
ROBEH.'l' ll. 1\II LLEN, one of the most en- lives with their son Archie 1\L
terprising and successful merchants of Gosfield
Mr. l\fillen was married before going to GosNorth, is a young man who seems destined to be- field, in 1870, and his wife was only twenty at
come an intiuential factor in business circles. the time of her marriage, having been born Aug.
One of a family whose members have all achieved 19, 1850, in the County of Elgin, where she was
success, he has already made his mark in the reared and educated. To their ·u nion four chillocal mercantile world, and firmly established dren came, three sons and one daughter, and the
himself in a flourishing business.
eldest was Robert II., who is mentioned below.
1\fr. Millen is orie of the grandsons of John Susan, born in the County of Elgin in 1874, is
and J ane (F oster) Millen, early settlers of the now the wife of George E. Newman, a farmer of
County of Essex, and was born in the County ·of Gosficld North, and has tht·ee ch ildren, Archie,
Elgin, Feb. 5, 1871, son of Stephen and Louisa Stephen and .Ada. Archie 1\f., born in Gosficld
(Hepburn) Millen. Ilis maternal grandfather, in 1878, married Miss Katie Trimble, of the same
Robert llepburn, was born in Scotland, while his township, and they live on his fat her's old homewife, Susan (Fair) Hepburn, was a native of stead; they have no children. Archie M. Millen
the County of Elgin, Ont., coming from a fam- is superintendent of the Methodist Sunday
ily of United Empire Loyalists, who came to School, and takes his father's place in church
Canada during the Revolution.
'!'hey were work. Stephen F., born in 1885, attended the
farming people in the County of Elgin. Mr. Essex High School, from which he graduated at
and Mrs. Hepburn had the following children : the head of his· class, and is now a 's tudent in the
Andrew (deceased), who married Elizabeth Zi- Toronto :Medical College, whe.r e he will ~e gradbert, and had two children; Robert \V., an exten- uated before reaching his t wenty-first year.
Stephen l\lillen, like his brothers, was an acsive and prominent farmer of the Connty of El·
gin, who married l\t ary Millman; Lavina, now tive member of t he Methodist Church, in which
living in Montreal, who is t he widow of Michael he served as class leader an<f Sunday School suRourke, by whom she had six children; Malcolm. perintendent until his death. ne was instrua farmer of the County of Elgin, who married mental in the building of the Belle River Church,
Maria ?.Iillman, and had four children; Louisa, of which he was one of the founders, and a trusMrs. )fillen; Anna, who married J ohn Axford, tee and claSs leader from the beginning. He
a farmer of the County ot Elgin, and had two would never accept public office, though he was
children; John, a ranchman of . British Colum- a rrian held in the highest estimation in the com- .
bia, who is married and has two children; Ada, munity, successful in his business ventUI·es, and
of St. Thomas, Ont., wife of J. C. Ponsford, a · most upright in his life; and though quite procontractor and builder; and Susan, who married minent in t he life of his communitv he never
J ohn Dufton, a farmer 'of t he County of Elgin, made an enemy. His death made a ·void which ·
and had four children. ~fr. and }\·I rs, Hepburn was felt by all. lie was a member of the 1\fa.
were members of the Methodist Church.
sonic fraternity, in good standing, holding memStephen Millen was born Feb. 23, '1846, in bership in the lodge in the town of E ssex, of
the parish of Westwell, County of Kent, Eng- which he was chaplain.
.
land, fifth son of John ~fillen, who is· more fully
Robert H. l\fillen was educated in the public
mentioned elsewhere, and was in his fourth year schools and in the London BusineSs College, from
when the f amily came to Canada. They settled which he was graduated in 1892. H e settled at
in Saltfleet, County of Wentworth, where he wns fi.rst on a farm. in Gosfield North, Concession 6,
reared, remaining at home until he was twenty. and was occupied with its management till 1897,
He then removed to Yarmouth, Courity of Elgin, 'vhen he began his mercantile Mreer a.s a clerk
where he married·, remaining there altogether in the town of Essex. After· one year's experifive years, until 1874, after which he resided in ence in this subordinate capacity, he purchased
t he County of Essex. He purchased a farm of the concern. of J. T. Brown, at Cottam, and haF.
100 acres in old Gosfield t ownship, in the 9th since been in business as one of the leading
Concession, near h is father's old homestead, merchants, having the qualificat ions necessary
cleared it, erected good buildings, and made hif ~or success in his chosen line.
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In 1894 Robert H. Millen and Miss Nellie Charles and Harry T., all of whom died in in.
Cushman were married. Mrs. nlillen was born fancy.
Mrs. Clark was born in Detroit in 1839, but
in Brampton, County of Peel, in 1876, daughter
of George and Helen Cushman, of Ontario, the spent the greater part of her life i n Windsor and
former now residing in the County of Peel; Mrs. Sandwich. She is a daughter of William Temple
Cushman died there in October, 1886. To this Robinson, and granddaughter of George Robinmarriage three children have come: Robert D., ~on, a native of England. George Robinson marborn in 1897; Louisa E., in 1899, and Kellis ried in England, Lois Hetty, and in 1836 they
came to Ontario, and purchased a farm
Gearald, in 1902.
near
St. Thomas.
From there they moved
Politically 1\Ir. Millen, as was his father, is
to
Detroit,
where
he
died in 1846. To him
identified with the old Conservative party, but
he has not as yet aspired to office, though, con- and his wife ·were born children as follows:
sidering the family history, it would be natural Harriet, Lois, Elizabeth, Jane, Mary Ann,
for him later to take a more active part in local · Thomas G. and William T. William T. Robinaffairs. 'l'h~ 1\fillens as a rule are of the Meth- son, the father of Mrs. Clark, was born in Engodist faith, and Robert H.. and his wife belong land in 1820, and married Ann Teakle, who was
to that church. He is connected with several born in 1821, daughter of George Teakle, who
fraternal societies, and is much interested in their settled i'n Sandwich in 1833, and his wife, who
work, belonging to the Masonic fraternity in Es- died in England in 1830. The other members of
sex; to the Odd Pellows, Beaver Lodge, of Ruth- the Teakle family are buried in the Episcopal
cemetery in Sandwich.
ven; and Cottam Lodge, I.O.F.
The home owned and occupied by Mr. and
1\Irs. Charles Clark was built by the above-menCHARLES CLARK, of Sandwich, who is the tioned George Teakle in 1833, and is still in a
oldest, save one, native citi:zen of that place, is a good state of preservation, although it has weathson of Joseph Clark, who was born in England ered the storms of many winters. Religiously
in 1808, and. about the year 1828 settled in Sand: Mr. and Mrs. Clark are members of the St.
wich. There he erected a residence and a store, Joh.tn's Episcopal Church of Sandwich, in which
and for some time prior to hls death was engaged they were christened, confirmed and married.
in the boot and shoe trade. During the war of Politically Mr. Clark is ~ Conservative, and fra1837-38, Joseph Clark 'took up arms in the de- ternally he is affiliated with the I.O.O.F. and the
fence of his country, and became a member of Masons.
the artillery, under Capt. Sparks. In 1833 Joseph Clark was united in marriage with Miss
ALEXANDER. Among the prominent and
Amy Blake, a !native of England, and to this prosperous farmers and stock dealers of Staples,
marriage were born the following children : Tilbury West township, County Essex, David
Charles, subject of this sketch; James B., of Chi- and William Alexander take a leading position.
cago, Illinois; and William, of Windsor. The Not only are they excellent agriculturists, but
father died in 1847, and t!he mother in 1891, at they are also responsible and most highly
the.age of eighty years.
esteemed citizens, and are among the most extenCharles Clark, son of Joseph Clark, was born sive land owners of this portion of the county.
'rhe brothers Alexander were born in Tuckin Sandwich in 1o39, and was therefore only
eight years of age at the time his father died. His ersmith township, County Huron,· Ont., where
literary training was secured in the schools of their boyhood days were spent. John Alexa!nSamdwich. on· reaching his majority; Mr. Clark der, their father, was born in County Tyrone,
embarked in business in Windsor, in which city Ireland; and was a lad in his teens when his parhe lived for abo1,1t thirty years, during a period ents removed with their family to Canada. The
of which time he was a member of the council of father soon died, at Montreal, where they had ·
the city. In 1896 he retired from active business located· for a time, and the mother then came
life, and settled in his own native town, where he with her children to Ontario, amd located in the
. County of Prince Ed,vard. John Alexander (with
still resides.
In 1868 Charles Clark and Miss Eliza Jane his older brother Robert) removed to CounRobinson were united in marriage, and three ty Huron, and took up a tract of eighty-five acres
of bush land in 'ruckersmith township. There
~hildren were born to them, as follows : George,
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he erected a log house and began the long and
wearying task of clearing his land, enduring
for a long period many hardships incident to the
life of a pioneer. For a hal.f-eentury he was settled on his farm there, the greater part of the
time spent in hard work, but at the age of seventy-six years he is still remarkably active in bony,
arid with mental faculties as keen as ever. In
politics Mr. Alexander has always been a stanch
Conservative, but he has never desired to hold
offi.ce, his interest centering more in his personal
affairs. He has long been a consistent member
of the Presbyterian Church.
In young manhood J\fr. Alexander married
Charlotte Stewart, who was born in the Highlands
of Scotland, daughter of Donald Stewart, who
brought his family to_Canada, locating in Grey
township, County of Huron, where he took up
100 acres of land, and there remained ; he had
one son and two daughters. Mrs. Alexander still
survives, aged seventy years, a good Christian
woma:n, devoted to her family and beloved for
her many amiable qualities. The seven children
of this marriage are: David and William, of this
sketch; Samuel, a farmer in Tilbury West township ; Robert, engaged in ranching in :Manitoba;
Miss Margaret, at home; John, also a rancher in
Manitoba; and Charles, the farmer on the homestead.
DAVID ALEXANDEa was born July 5, 1857, i•n
the log cabin on the home farm. By the time he
was old enough to help his father and attend
school district facilities were provided for the
latter, and he remained with his parents until
the age of twenty-two years. Then he and hili
brother William s.tarted out; as had their father,
as pioneers in a new district, coming to County
Essex and locatiing in 'l'ilbury West township on
the line of Mersea township, where the village of
Staples now stands. There they bought a tract
of 200 acres of land, covered at that time with
timber and bush, but well situated. In 1879 the
brothers erected here a log shanty for a shelter,
and with brawny strength and determined spirit
started the clearing of their property. Much of
the timber was sold £or railroad ties and unsalable parts converted into potash, which brought
ready sale for fertilizi•ng purposes. With undiminished energy they continued to labor until
the whole of the large tract was placed under
cu~tivation, continuing as partners £or twelve·
years. They then divided the land, each taking
100 acres. .
Upon his" portion of the land David Alexan-

<.ler first erected a frame dwelling, which was
later replaced by a handsome one of brick, one
of the most complete and attractive homes in this
section. He has followed general farming ever
since, and has made a specialty of the raising of
Short Horn Durham cattle. Mr. Alexander owns
other property, houses and lots in the village of
Staples. He is a thorough farmer and a very
successful one, and is noted for his honesty and
honorable dealings with others. In politics he
has always been a stanch Conservative, without
laying any claim to being a politician. His interest has always been pronl)unced in school and
religious matters, and he was one of the or-ganir.ers of the Union school of Staples, No. 12, of
which he was trustee for six years; he was a
member of the township coU'ncil f or one year.
Fraternally 1\fr. Alexander belongs to J.oyal
Oak I1orlge, No. 617, of the Loyal Orange Association, at Staples, and also belongs to the Agricultural Society of Mersea. He has been particularly active in the affairs of the :Methodist
Church, of which he was one of the organizers
at Staples, and in which. he has been trustee,
teacher of the Bible class, and acting superint endent of the Sunday School. Hiis intluence
and usefulness in this body can scarcely be calculated.
The marriage of David Alexander took place
Dec. 23, 1897, in Tilbury East township, County
Kent, to Sarah Cowan, who was born in that
township, daughter of the late Hampton Cowan
(first cousin to M. K. Cowan, ex-1\LP.P.), and
two children have been born to them, viz. : Elizabeth Arvilla May, and Charlotte Edna Ross.
Mrs. Alexander is a most estimable lady, an example of house,~ifely ability and an active and
valued member of the Methodist Church. She
shares in the general esteem in which her husband is held.
WILLIAM ALEXANDER, the second son of John
and Charlotte Alexander, was born Feb. 13, 1858,
at the old homestead in Tuckersmith township,
amd like his brother David was educated in the
district schools. As related above, he accompanied his elder brother to 'l'ilbury West township, and in association with him bought the
tract of 200 acres of land, this fraternal partnership continuing a dozen years.
When Mr.
Alexander selected his share of the property it
fell on the 100 acres lying on the line of Rochesfer t ownship, and he soon erected a comfortable
and commodious frame dwelling. Mr.. Alexander
is one of the largest landowners in his vicinity, i~

f .

I
'

COl\fMEM:ORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

239

addition to this farm owning a tract of 156 acres when be was seventy-three years of age. He
in :Mersea township, on which he has also made added to his original purchase in that township,
improvements. He has engaged in general farm- and in his day was considered successful. Poing, and for a number of years has devoted con- litically he was a Liberal, and in religious affiliasiderable attention to the blzying of young stock tions be was a member of the English Church.
in this and surrounding townships, which he pas- While a resident of County Peel he married Anna
tures and then disposes of. He is noted for his Wolfe, daughter of one of the pioneer settlers
practical ideas Sind thorough farming, and also of that county. The Wolfe family came from·
for his strict integrity. Like his father and bro- London, England, and numbered among its rether, he believes in and supports the principles presentatives Gen. James Wolfe, who led the exof the Conservative party, but is no seeker for pedition against Quebec, and died in the hour of
victory there i•n 1759. 1\frs. Robert Chapman
office.
On Dec. 16, 1887, William Alexander was died in 1891, aged seventy-five years. To. Mr.
married, in Leamington, Ont., to Laura Kins- and 1\Irs. Chapman were born children as folman, who was born in County Huron, July 31, lows: Hannah, deceased, married George Gar1867, daughter of Richard and Susan (Hockey) butt, of the County of York; John, a retired farKinsman, who were old pioneer settlers of this mer, lives at.'l'oronto Junction; Mary Jane marlocality. Mrs. Alexander is one of the admirable . ried Isaac Bolton, of Manitoba; Thomas is a farhousekeepers of this section, and enjoys the mer of the County of Peel; Robert Henry is a
esteem of all who lrnow her, and the devotion of farmer near Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; Francis is
an interesting family of six children, namely: a farmer of Shenandoah, Page County, Iowa;
John Roy, Bertha May, William Vilas, Cora Ada- Andrew; William is a resident of Independence,
Oregon; Richard is a farmer of Bristol, South
line, Robert Earl amd Bessie Bell.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander are among the lead- Dakota; George is a farmer of Nebraska.
Andrew Chapman was born in the County of
ing members of the Methodist Church at Staples,
of which M:r. Alexander is one of the trustees. He York, Ont., Feb. 25, 1850. He received a comis also one of the interested ·men of his section in mon school education, and as a young man he beits educational advancement, and is a trustee and gan farming in the County of Peel, where he rethe treasurer of the Union school, No. 12, of mained some five years. In July, 1882, he and
his family came to the County of Essex, and imStaples.
It will thus be seen that the name· of Alex- mediately he purchased 150 acres in Lots 1 and
ander in this section of Ontario is a synonym for 2, Concession 4. This property was located in
industry, activity and business enterprise, while Hog :M:arsb, a tract of some 1,500 acres that was
at the ·same time it has always commanded re. for many years believed to be worth nothrng at
spect on account of uniform adherence to hon- all from an agricultural standpoint. Through
orable methods. None of the name have aspired systematic draining, some fine properties have
to public promrnence, but all have taken the been developed, one of the best being the farm
part.<; of good citizens in promoting the best in- developed by Mr. Chapman. He now has 200
acres in one block, all of which is fit for cultivaterests of their community.
tion, and thoroughly drained. Twenty-one years
Al\TDREW CHAPMAN, one of the hardy ago only thirty-five acres of this farm could be
settlers who located in Ilog Marsh, Gosfield town- utilized for farming purposes, and the buildings
ship, and who by perseverance has developed a consisted of a log stable, and a house 18 x 26
very valuable property, from what was at one feet. These have been replaced by a fine large
time believed to be a worthless land, is a son of house and a commodious barn. .Mr. Chapman is
numbered among the large corn and hog growers
Robert Chapmam.
Robert Chapman was born in Yorkshire, Eng- of the township, and has been very successful in
land, in 1804, and about 1826, at the age of twen- his ventures.· In politics he is a Reformer, and
ty-two years, he came to Canada, first settling in bas served as deputy returning officer at election
the County of . Peel, but sometime prior to the time. For fifteen years he served as trustee of
rebellion he removed to the County of York. In joint S.S. No. 3, Gosfield North. Fraternally he
time he bought a farm in Etobicoke township, is a member of the A.O.U.W., of Kings>ille. In
which he cleared and improved, remaini,ng a resi- religious belief he and his family are members
dent of the township until his death in 1877, of the Methodist Church.
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On March 28, 1877, Mr. Chapman married,
in t he County of Peel, Annie E. Barker, who was
born at 1\Ialton, County of Peel, March 19, 1858,
daughter of David and Elizabeth (Wood) Barker, pioneers of that county. 'l'he children born
to l\Jr. and l\Irs. Chapman were: Fred R., born
Aug. 6, 1878, attended the Essex high school ;
Lewis D., bora Aug. 21, 1881, in 1902 attended
the Chatham Business College; :i.\Taretta Mary,
born Dec. 18, 1885, is a student at the Essex
high school; and E!izabeth Elsie, born Ja:n 27,
1888, F loreuce Mabel, born March 1, 1890, and
Herbert Andrew, born Feb. fi, 1894, are all at
home.
THOMAS H ARTSHORN PARKS, a prosperous farmer of Malden township, was born in
the township of 1\Iarkham, County of York, June
1, 1844, and was a boy of seven or eight years
when the family came west. llis chances for
education were limited, for the farm was unimproved, and each member of the family had to
do his part toward clearing it. His first purchase of land was a 75-acrc tract, adjoining the
home place, to the north.
.After his father's death, 1\:lr. Parks bought
the homestead, later selling a portion of it to h is
brother Joseph, who was located just south of
the homestead. Mr. Parks now owns 150 acres
in one block,· and his buildings are among the
best of their kind in the township. He is engagj!d very extensively in farming, devoting
much attention to the raising of stock, and he i~
one of those men who have been able from very
little to rise to affluence through closo application
to his work. I n politics Mr. Parks is a stanch
Reformer, although be has never aspired to public office. His. family attend the Presbyterian
Church.
1\fr. Parks was married, in Malden township,
to Catherine 1\laria Sellars, daughter of Anthony
Sellars, who was born in Ireland, and
who as a young man settled in Malden, where he
married Agnes, the daughter of John .Ander·
son, a pioneer settler. To Mr. and Mrs. Parks
~ame children as follows: :Mary Elizabeth, born
Oct. 19, 1876, married Henry Anderson, and has
one child, :Uablon Roberts, born Oct. 30, 1901 ;
Maud Ethel, born Aug. 26, 1878, married Alexander Mickle, Jr., and has one child, Thomas
St.ewart, born Sept. 25, 1904; Agnes Belle, born
July 23, 1880; Eliza J anet, born Aug. 26, 1882,
died Feb. 6, 1883 ; Alta Beatrice, born Oct. 26,
1883; Catherine Sarah, born Sept. 9, 1885; Mar-

garet .J.:.;liza, born . Oct. 17, 1889, died Dec. 28,
1891; Jonathan Gladstone, born Sept. 21, 1888;
Josie Isabelle, born March 3, 1897, died Sept. 12,
1897.
FREDERICK L. SWEET, a prosperous
farmer of Colchester North, County of Essex,
located on Lot 20, South Malden Road, was born
Aug. 1, 1862, the sixth member of the family of
children born to Francis and Sarah J. (Colwell)
Sweet, and a grandson of J obn and Ann
(Roe) Sweet, both natives of Cornwall, England.
John Sweet brought his family to Canada in
1837, in a sailing vessel, and landed at Quebec,
whence they proceeded to Darlington, County of
Durham, where he engaged at his trade of blacksmith, and also purchased a farm near Bowmanville. He continued farming and working at his
t rade until he retired from active life, and he
died in 1840, aged fifty, survived but one year
by his widow. Religiously she was a Methodist,
but he belonged to the Church of England. '!'hey
were pioneers in that section of Canada, and
were closely identified with its early interests.
Their children were: (1 ) J ohn, settled as a
blacksmith and farmer on the old homestead,
where he lived until his death in 1851; he married Almyra Trull, and had two children, John
and Mary. (2) Elizabeth R., born in England, is
the wife of Samuel Mason, of Bowmanville,
County of Durham, and they have three sons,
Frank, John La,vrence and Samuel. (3) .Anne,
born in England, married Joseph Abbott, and
both died in Ontario, leaving descendants. (4)
Francis was fourth in the order of birth. ( 5)
William married Agnes Montgomery, removed
to Michigan, and, some years later, to Florida,
where he has an orange grove; be has four children, Frank, William J., Elizabeth Ann, and
Agnes Ellen. (6) Samuel married Mary Ann
Oak, and settled as a blacksmith in Oshawa, Ont.,
where be died in 1877, leaving a family, Elizabeth H ., Marcenia, Francis and Ida R. (7)
Charles R. was educated in the County of Durham, taught school there for a number of years,
and there married Eliza Coulter, removing to
Essex in 1870, where he located on Lot 23, South
Malden Road; be continued to t each, and also
cleared his farm, on which be erected a fine residence with commodious barn and outbuildings.
Soon after be sold this property a:nd retired from
active life, residing in the town of Essex, where
his first wife died in 1900. His second marriage
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was to Miss M. S. McCallum, of Essex, eldest
daughter o.f the late J ohn McCallum, of Clifford,
Ont.
Francis Sweet, son of John, was born in
Cornwall, Jan. 12, 1827. His education was obtained in Engllllnd; where he worked in a tannery
at a later period. .After coming to Canada, he
became the owner of a tannery at Darlington,
Ont., where he carried on the business for some
years. . In 1869 Francis Sweet sold his business
there, and came to the County of Essex, where he
purchased 150 acres of wild land on Lot 23,
South Malden Road, and later he bought 200 additional acres, north of Mal den Road, on Lot
19. 1\lr. Sweet cleared up two large farms, on
both of which be erected excellent buildings and
made many improvements. His first home in Colchester was a log cabin, which served until he
could build a better one. In all his efforts be
was assisted by his .most estimable wife, whom he
married in 1852.
Mrs. Sweet, formerly Miss Sarah J. Colwell,
was born in 1829, in Devonshire, England,
daughter of 'l'homas Colwell, who died in England. Mrs. Sweet was liberally educated in England, and came to the County of Durham in
young womanhood. She has been spared to comfort her husband's -declining years, and together
they enjoy a fine home in 'the pleasant village of
Gesto, within reach of many of their loving dC:.
scendants. A family of eleven children was
born to them, as follows : ( 1 ) 'fhomas J ., born in
1853, in the County of Durham, now resides on
one of his father's farms, on the Malden Road,
in Colchester North. (2) Francis W. was born
Sept. 15, 1854. (3) Samuel C., born in 1856, in
the County of Durham, resides at Keewatin,
Ont., where he follows the carpenter trade; he
married Miss Margaret Christie, and has a family of ei~ht children. (4) James H., born in the
County of Durham, is a blacksmith in Kingsville; he married a Miss Grant, of that place, and
has three children. (5) Martha Ann married
Melhorn Latham, of Mersea, where she died,
leaving five children. (6) Frederick L. is mentioned below. (7) Edwin G. married Mary
Montgomery, and settled for a time in Colchester, but on account of failing health, sold out in
1900, and moved to Keewatin, where he is engaged in businesS; he has five children, Orville,
Maggie, Thomas, Irene and Joseph. (8) Joseph
0 ., born in the County of Durham, settled on his
farm in Colchester, where be died in 1901. His
first marriage was to Ida McDonald, of Decews-
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ville, Ont., who died in 1892, leaving no descendants. He married (second) 1\Iary Gra~t,
of Gosfield, who, with four children, Charles,
Fred, Grace and Elsa, survives. (9) B. F., born
in the County of Durham, settled on the old
homestead, south of the Malden Road, where he
is an enterprising farmer; he married Miss Eva
Creeper, of Colchester Korth, and has three children, Mabel, Edna and Hazel E. (10) John A.,
born in Colchester, died at the age of four years.
(11) Sarah Elizabeth, born in Colchester, County of Essex, is the wife of -William Phillips, who
resides on Lot 27, North J\falden Road, Colchester
North, and they have two children, Rata and
William Laurence.
Politically Mr. Sweet has for years affiliated
with the Canservative party. He has on numerous occasions been honored with offices of responsibility, for eight years served as a councilman of Colchester, and · was the first deputy
reeve of Colchester North. For fifteen years he
served as a collector of Colchester, in all his public service giving careful attention. Mr. Sweet
was one of the founders of the Methodist Church
.in this section, and one .o f the organizers of the
first school board. He is a member of good
standing i•n the Order of Orangemen ·of the
County of Durham. He has lived a long and
useful life and can look back over years of
struggle which have been crowned with · financial and social success. Both he and his estimable wife belong to the pioneer circle, and are
most highly esteemed members.'
Frederick L. Sweet, the immediate subject
of this sketch, was educated in the public schools
of Colchester, and then learned the trade o£ carpenter. This be followed, and developed into
contracting and building, and prior to his marriage followed this lirie of work. · In January,
1885, Mr. Sweet married Miss Mary J. Craig,.
born in 1865, near. Kingston, daughter of James
and Ja·ne (Thompson) Craig, now residents of
Amherstburg. Mrs. Sweet was liberally educated. ·After inarriage Mr. and Mrs. Sweet settled on a part of his father's first purchase of
land, buying the same, and here he lived for fifteen years, making many improvements in the
way of buildings, setting out of orchards, draining, etc., transforming it into a good farm. While
living here Mr. Sweet lost his first wife, who died
rn February, 1895, leaving three daughters, viz.:
Ethel E., born in November, 1885, is a student
at the Young Ladies' College, at St. Thomas, and
Etta M., born July 4, 1893, and Mary E., born
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Jan. 5, 1895, are attendants of the local schools.
Three sons died in infancy.
In 1898 Mr. s,veet was married (second) to
Miss Salina J. Weldon, born in the County of
Durham, daughter of Charles E. and Hannah
(Forsyth) Weldon. For twenty years (18781898) she was postmistress at Gesto. In the same
year as his marriage, Mr. Sweet p urchased a
very desirable farm, belonging to Richard Sarvis, of London. It contains 100 acres of wellcultivated land, is most favorably located, and
since Mr. Sweet has improved it a11d taken it
under his management, has been developed into
one of the finest farms of Colchester North. Here
he has erected a handsome modern residence with
commodious barns and buildings, and has ar·
ranged one of the most attractive rural homes of
this locality.
l\fr. Sweet is a man of business enterprise and
political prominence. He has been a large lumber dealer, his operations coverrng a long period.
A Conservative in his political sympathy, he is a .
popular citizen with all classes. Since 1901 he
has filled the position of collector, and been school
trustee, School Section No. 2, of Colchester. Like
other members of his family, he is a consistent
and useful member of the Methodist Church. He
is one of the board of trustees of the church and
parsonage, is a class leader and is deeply interested in the work of the Sabbath School. Here
he has long been a valued teacher, a-nd his honest, upright character well fits- him for the position. Mr. Sweet is a member of the Independent
Order of Foresters of Court Gesto, having been
one of its organizers. 'l'he family is one of prominence in and around Gesto, and few public
. movements of any ki•nd are carried out without
reference being made to the attitude of this leading family. They are all honorable men, all men
.of substance and types of the best citizenship.
CHARLE.'> WELDON, father of Mrs. Sweet,
came to the County of Durham in 1849, in a sailing vessel, the voyage consuming twenty-nine
days. In 1872 he located in Colchester North,
and he became a successful farmer and merchant
at Gesto. His death occurred in 1875 at t.he age
·of sixty, and his wife, Hannah Forsyth, died in
J 898, at the age of eighty. They were members
of the English Church. Their children were:
(1) George is a retired station agent at Assiniboia, N.W.T. (2) Andrew is ~ retired f~rmer
of 1\linnesota. (3) Charles E. started in business
as a general merchant at Comet, County of Essex, and he was the first postmaster of that place,

later moving to the village of Gcsto, where he
carried on business as a general merchant. He
also· owned and operated a sawmill, and was for
many years treasurer of the township of Colchester North. lle removed with his family in
the year 1901, to Sault Ste. Marie, where he still
continues in the mercantile business. (4) nannab R. married John l\IcLean, a very successful
farmer of Colchester South. (5) Ellen married
Edward Neal, a farmer of the County of Victoria, Ont., but now general merchant at New
Canaan, County of Essex, Mrs. Neal being the
first postmistress of that place. (6) Sarah A.
married George Marlowe, a wealthy farmer of
the County of Durham. (7) M. Margaret married (first) William '£. Marlowe, who was one of
the pioneers settlers of Colchester North, having
started the first general store there, and being
first postmaster of Gesto postoffice, later removing to Durham, where he died; her second marriage was to Thomas Swain of the County of
Durham, she being postmistress of Caesarea for
many years. (8) Clara C., married Thomas MeLean, a farmer of Colchester South. (9) Salina
J . is the wife o-f Mr. Sweet. (10) Reginald is a
mercha:nt and. postmaster at Edgar Mills, Ont.
(11) Matilda married Adam H. Anderson, a farmer and magistrate, also editor and proprietor
of the newspaper at Saskatchewan, N.W.T. At
Melfort Mr. Anderson was reeve of Colchester
North for several years prior to his r emoval to
the Northwest Territory. It will be noticed that
six of the above family either are at present, or
have been, postmasters.
GEORGE MI LLER, a prominent and suc·
cessful farmer located on Lot 4, Maidstone township, County of Essex:, was born June 4, 1847, in
that town, t>O'n of William and Jane (Cowan)
Miller, the former of whom was born in 1817,
and the latter in 1815, both near Glasgow, Scotland, where they grew to maturity and married.
In 1843 they came to America in a sailing
:vessel, which was on the ocean for a period of
eight long weeks, landing at the port of New
York, coming thence to Detroit. In that city Mr.
Miller followed his trade of mason for some
years, and then came to Canada, settling on the
present homestead farm. It was then but a vast
wilderness, and before the family had the enjoyment of any of the comforts of life, they were
called upon to endure many hardships. On Lake
St. Clair Mr. Miller erected a small log cabin
with a bark roof and a clay chimney, and for
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:)lla.ny years they had no stove, all the cooking
being done in the fire-place. Although this home
was but a humble one, it is recalled as one of
much cheerfulness and happiness. Mr. Miller
worked in Detroit at mason work and stonecutting for a long time, but later in life he secured
a position as switchman on the Great Western,
now the Grand 'frunk Railroad, which he held
for some twenty years. During this time he
cleared up 100 acres of land and erected a comfortable home, the one in which his son now resides. There his wife died in 1886, and he followed in the next year. They both were consistent members of the Presbyterian Church, and
had been active in founding the church in their
neighborhood. Politically Mr. Miller was a Reformer, but he never aspired to office, consenting
to serve only as school trustee. For many years
he was promrnent in the :Masonic fraternity,
having joined the order in Scotland. The children ' Of William and Jane Miller were : David,
· born in 1842, in Detroit, married Jessie Bennett,
of Scotland, and they settled on a farm in
Rochester, where he died llfay 23, 1894, leaving
a widow and three children, Anna, Emma and
Charles; his widow later married Thomas Crozier, of Maidstone. William, born in Maidstone
in 1845, married Adelaide Bond, born in 1864, in
England, daughter of William and Charlotte
Bond, and settled near Puce, where he "followed
sailing on the lakes for a number of years, engaged five years in farming, but since 1901 has
been engaged in a mercantile business at Windsor; they have the following children: Lottie,
born May, 1884, in J\.Iaidstone, a typewriter in
Detroit; Willie, born i•n 1886, Jennie in 1887,
Alice in 1890, Pearl in 1893, Maud in 1895, and
Hamilton in 1903. George was third in the order
of birth. Elizabeth, born in May, 1850, resides
in Detroit. Maggie, born in 1853, -resides with
our · subject.
· George Miller grew to manhood on the homestead where he followed farming, and also accompanied his brother William . saiHng on the
lakes. In partnership with the same brother he
also dealt in cordwood at Detroit, where they
owned a scow for twenty-six years.
The Millers have always been connected with
the Presbyterian Church. Our subject also holds
.the same political opinions as did his father, and
is equally averse to. holding public office. The
duties pertaining to the maintenance of the fi•ne
condition of his farm keep him busily engaged,
and, while he takes an interest in local move-
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ments, he is quite willing for others to enjoy the
emoluments and honors of political positions.
Mr. l\Iiller, as a member of one of the oldest
settled families of this section of the County of
Essex, is a most worthy representative of that
pioneer class who so courageously established the
first elements of civilized life in these vast wild.
ernesses. He has not only inherited much of his
father's energy and pluck, but also the characteristics which make him a man who is trusted and
universally esteemed.
CAP'l'. WILLIAM ROBINSON CLINTON
(deceased) was for many years a very prominent citizen of Wi•ndsor, and for a considerable
period was connected with the Detroit, Belle Isle
& Windsor Ferry Company, both .as captain and
manager. As he was a genial, kind-hearted man,
his list of friends was a long one.
The Clinton family is of Irish extraction.
Richard Clinton, the grandfather of Capt. Clinton, was born in Ireland in 1776, and at an early
age emigrated to Canada, where he died near
Dumfries, in 1859. Among his children was a
son James.
Capt. James Clinton, son of Richard, was
born in Canada about 1800. h 1842 he located
at Windsor. He followed the lak-es and became
master of a vessel. His wife, Ann Brown, a native of Canada, bore him children as follows :
Mary Jane married James Emery,1of Tillsonburg; Capt. William ; Harriet married Dr. Shaddock, of Detroit; Emily married Charles Potter,
of Windsor; Nelson, John and Lewis are deceased; and Albert succeeded Capt. William as
manager of the ferry compa:ny.
. Capt. William Clinton was born May :31,
1827, and· came with his parents to Windsor
prior to the rebellion of 1837, and often related
exciting incidents of that outbreak. Upon one
occasion Capt. Clinton carried upon his back to
a place of safety, Miss Huton, a daughter of the
proprietor of the British-American Hotel of
Windsor. At an early age Capt. Clinton entered
the employ of the ferry company, when his
father was wheelman on one of the boats. Later
his father was made captain, and then manager
of the ferries, and our subject was correspondingly advanced, a:nd in turn held the same positions, being captain and manag-er at the time of .
his . death, March 5, 1890. His father retired
.some years ago to a farm in Tillsonburg, where
he died.
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In 1853 Capt. Clinton was united in marriage

f •

with Miss Lydia Kipp, daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth (Cheeseman) Kipp, of Brownsville,
Ont. Mrs. Clinton was born Aug. 31, 1831. The
following children were born to Capt. and Mrs.
Clinton : J ames Walter and Annie are deceased;
)fary J ane married Dr. Pulford, of Detroit; Nelson James, of Windsor, married Rachel Baxter,
of Windsor, and they have one son, William;
Clara married Archibald Coulter, and bas three
childreu, Cha1·is, Stanley and Hugh John; Lillie
E. is unmarried and resides with her mother;
Elizabeth is deceased. Politically Capt. Clinton
was a Conservative, and held firmly to his convictions. He was a consistent member of the
)Iethodist Church, of which Mrs. Clinton is also
a member, and he was a man widely known and
much esteemed. His death bereft the community
of a loyal citizen, the comp8'ny of a faithful
manager, and his family of a loving husband and
an indulgent father.
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WILLIAM R. REID, a well-known and
highly succ~ssful farmer of the 8th Concession,
Mersea township, County of E ssex, ~here for
over half a century he has been a resident, and
the greater portion of t hat time has been engaged
in farming and raising stock, was born in what
is known as New Ireland, County of Huntingdon, Quebec, March 17, 1847, son of the late
J ames Reid, and grandson of the late David
Reid, a complete sketch of both men being found
elsewhere.
When but seven years of age, young William
was brought to 1\lersea township by his parents,
and he soon began to attend the little log school
at Blytbeswood, Ont. This primit ive place of
education was constructed from logs, with plank
desks, slab seats, and other crude arrangements,
and yet William R. ~id and his associates eagerly walked long distances for the privilege of
attending school during the winter months, their
services being required at home in the summer.
Until be was twenty-three years of a~e, William
remained with his father, and then started out
for himself, on Lot 12, 9th Concession, having
100 acres of bush land, which he commenced to
clear. He converted the timber into potash, and
sold it at W indsor and Sandwich. As the land
was cleared, he placed it under cultivation, and
made many other improvements, u ntil 1876,
when· he exchanged it for his present farm of
100 acres, on the 8th Concession, east half of
Lot 10, and there he has resided for the past

twenty-eight years, engaged in general farming
and stock raising, and the making of extensive
improvements. He has built fences, put up a
fine barn, and in 1902 be built his handsorn('
brick house on the 8th Concession at a cost of
$3,500. 'fhis handsome home is fitted up witb
all modern improvements, and is considered one
of the best homes in the County of Essex.
Mr. Reid has not used tobacco in any form
for the past fifteen years, is temperate in all his
habits, and very domestic in his tastes. In politics he is a stanch Conservative, but has never
been an office seeker, and was a great admirer of
the late Sir John A. Macdonald. I n religious
matters he is a member of the Blytheswood Presbyterian Church, and for the past twelve yeare
he has been manager and leader of t he choir, he
being a great and carefully trained vocalist,
and since 1871 he has sung bass in the choir.
In 1871 Mr. Reid was married, in Mersea
township, to Agnes Selkirk, sister of postmaster
Selkirk, of Leamington. She died in 1874, and
was interred in Albuna cemetery, an earnest
member of the Presbyterian Church. In 1877,
in Mersea township, he was married (second) to
Sarah Jane Reid, who was born in the County
of Huntingdon, Que., July 15; 1852, daughter
of the late David Reid, and they have had five
children, of whom I ra is deceased, and Wilmot ,
Etta, Howard and Golden are at home. Mrs.
Reid is also a member of the P resbyterian
Church, and takes an active part in the work of
the Ladies' Aid Society. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Reid are highly respected, and have many
friends throughout the neighborhood.
DAVID REID, f ather of Mrs. William R.
Reid, was born in Donegal, I reland, son of David
and Isabella (J ar vis) Reid, also natives of Done·
gal, who are f ully mentioned elsewhere. He was
reared in his native land and trained to agricultural pursuits, but had limited opportunities for
an education. In 1834 he accompanied the r est
of the f amily to Canada, the family settling in
Quebec, where David's brot her, John, had located two years previously. David Reid engaged
in farm work in the County of Huntingdon until the fall of 1853, when, accompanied by his
brother-in-law, he made a trip to Mersea t ownship, County of Essex, Ont., to get an idea of the
possibilities of the count ry, and the opportunities for making a settlement. He returned to his
home in Quebec, and in the following year, with
eleven other families, settled in Mersea town-
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ship, Mr. Reid taking up 200 acres of land on
the north part of Concession 7, Lot 11, which he
bought. Here he began the life of hardship
which is the lot of a pioneer, building a little log
house and commencing to clear his land, which
was covered with timber and swamp. At that
time there were very few inhabitants in· the region east of Blytheswood, and a blazed trail was
the only path through the wilderness. As the
land yielded little for a number of years, l\1r.
Reid spent a good part o£ his time in clearing
and in making potash, for which he found a market in Windsor · and Sandwich, returning with
flour and other supplies. In time his sons were
able to render him much assistance in the work,
and eventually the whole 200 acres was cleared

and under cultivation. Numerous improvements

I!
I

l
f

added. to the appearance of the place, fine barns
and other buildings were erected as needed, and
a comfortable brick house replaced the primitive
log cabin. Mr. Reid passed' the remainder of
his days in l\iersea township, and in making a
good home for himself and -family he had the
satisfaction of knowing that he was doing his full
share in redeeming a beautiful region from the
wilderness, comprising many well improved
farms and substantial homes, occupied by a high
class of agriculturists. He saw churches and
schools erected for public worship and public
instruction, and took an active part in the pro·
motion of both of these causes. His religious
connection was with the Methodist denomination,
and he laoored zealowsly in and for the church,
giving the land on which was erected the first
Canadian, Methodist Church, which he helped
to construct, being one of the organizers of the
congregation. He was a true Christian in every
relation of life, in and out of the church, reared
a family which was a credit to home training,
and personally was noted for his honesty, uprightness and thrift. He was engaged in agricultural work to the close of his days, and in
spite of the fact that his life was full of toil
reached the advanced age of eighty-three years,
dying on the home place. He was laid to rest in
the Albuna cemetery. Politically Mr. Reid was
first a Liberal, but he eventually joined the Conservative ranks, voting with that party until his
death. Although he took the interest in public
affairs which every patriotic citizen should feel,
he was not particularly active except in the mat. ter of free education. He assisted in forming
the first school district at Blytheswood, and in
building the first school, a log structut•e, and he
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always gave a hearty support to all measures
looking to the improvement of the local school
system. Socially he was a stanch supporter of
the Loyal Orange Association, living strictly up
to the principles of the order, was a charter member of the local lodge, and filled the office of
l\Iaster therein.
David Reid was married first to Ella Whaley,
a native of Ireland, daughter of Thomas and
Margaret (Dowler) Whaley, and five children
came to this union: George D., a retired farmer,
who now resides :in Leamington, Ont. ; Thomas,
a farmer of Mersea township; Eliza, who is the
wife of Charles Coulter, and resides in Mersea
township, and Anne and Margaret, both of whom
died young. The mother of this family died in
the County of Huntingdon, Quebec, and was
buried there; she was a member of the Methodist
Church. For his second wife l\Ir. Reid married,
in Quebec, Isabella Armstrong, who was born in
Ormstown, Quebec, daughter of Irwin Armstrong, and eldest. sister of William and Thomas
Armstrong, well-known retired farmers of Mersea township. Twelve children were born to thi~
union; I rwin, who is a farmer of l\fersea township; Joseph, deceased; Sarah Jane, who married William R. Reid, a farmer of 1\fersea township; :Margaret, who married William Tilson,
and resides in Allegan, Michigan; Arthur, who
lives on the homestead; Annie, Ellen and Jennie, deceased; Mary Ann, who married John Tilson, a farmer of Tilbury West township; Emeline, wife of Mathew Rankin, of Ormstown, Quebec; Urena and Oliver, both at home. The mother
of these children still survives, living on the old
homestead, and is now (19Q4) in her seventy.
sixth year. She is a member of the l\fethodist
Church.
CHARLES LOVEL WINGROVE, a wellknown citizen of l\'lersea township, where, for upwards of thirty-six years he has been engaged irt
stockraising and farming, a•nd for the past six
years a member ,o f the township council, -waS'
born Oct. 18, 1840, in the 1'\iagara district of
Ontario.
The Wingrove family is of English descent.
Charles Wingrove, grandfather of our subject,
was a native of Lincolnshire, England, and came
to Ca:nada with three of his brothers. They located at Flamboro', County of Wentworth, Ont.•
where they engaged in farming, and where he
died. The religious connection of the family 'vas
originally with the Church of England, but since
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· their residence in Canada, its members have been
promiMntly identified with the Methodist
Church.
James Wingrove, father of Charles L., was
also born in Lincolnshire, and for some years of
his young manhood followed the sea as a fisher.
man. After giving up that dangerous avocation
he settled down to farming at Nassagaweya,
County of H alton, Ot~. Later he sold his land
here and removed to Walsingham, County of
Norfolk, where the remainder of his life was
spent, his death occurring at the age of fourscore. In politics Mr. Wingrove was a stanch
Conservative, while in religious matters he consistently supported the Methodist Church. His
marriage was to Lucy Sheppard, born in Ver·
mont, who died in Walsingham, a good mother
and a devoted Christian woman. The nine children of this marriage were the following: William, deceased; Sarah, deceased; Charles Love!;
Betsey, widow of John Toyn of Mersea township;
John resided in Walsingham, Ont.; Charlotte,
Martha and Henry, all deceased; and Alonzo, a
resident of Aylmer, Ont.
Charles Lovel Wrngrove remained at home
until he was eighteen years of age, assisting on
the farm and attending the neighboring school,
which was held in a primitive log house, one of
the early structures in the locality. When he
started out to make his own way in the world, he
began by cutting timber, and later he went to the
lumber regions of Upper Michigan. In the great
lumber camps there he spent five years, but the
life was one of hardship, and he finally returned
home. For two years he assisted in the management of the home farm, but in 1867 he came to
Mersea township, County of Essex, and bought
fifty acres of land on Lot 18, Concession 2. This
was then all a dense wilderness. His nearest
neighbor was fully one mile away, and no roads
were yet cut through this section. Undaunted,
however, by what looked like much hardship, and
encouraged by the support of a courageous wife,
he erected here a little log cabin, and was soon
joined by his wife and child. Here then began
the great work of clearing up the little farm, and
of getting it under cultivation, a work which required much industry and perseverance. As time
went on, however, the log cabin gave way to a
substantial brick residence, fitted with modern
con"veniences. His land was increased by the
purchase of 100 acres east of the homestead part,
this now being operated by Henry Luke, who
rents it. Mr. Wingrove has not only carried on

extensive farming, but has also been engaged in
the making of roads for public highways, and in
the building of bridges, and the ditching for the
drainage of the marsh lands in this locality and
on the Pelee marsh. In 1893 when a disastrous
break occurred in the dyke, Mr. Wingrove made
the repairs, 100 feet costing $1,000. In 1903 he
was called upon again to use his skill, and repaired a breach of twelve rods, the cost of this
being $700 under his management, and it might
have cost much more under a less expert builder.
He has the reputation in this locality for honest,
f aithful work, the new term of "graft" having
never found a place in his vocabulary; hence is
seen the success which has attended him since
he left home a poor boy to make his own way.
Carrying with him the example of a good father,
and the cotmsels of a pious mother, he so fash·
ioned his life, although surrounded by temptations on every side, that now, toward its evening, he possesses the esteem of all who know him
and a sufficiency of this w.o rld 's goods.
.
In politics :Mr. Wingrove is a strong Conservative, and a patriotic Canadian, at the same
time being a loyal son of the British Empire. lie
believes in the upholding of the public schoo\
system, and advocates the teaching of patriotism among other essential studies. Taking a
great interest in educational matters, he has
served as school trustee for a long period. Fraternally he belongs to the Loyal Orange Association, and i<> one of the oldest members of ! meson
Lodge, Mersea township. In 1898 he was elected
a member of the township council, and has been
continued in office ever since, his advice being
taken in all public movements.
He is also a
member of the Mersea Township Agricultural
Society.
At Walsingham, County of Norfolk, Mr. Wingrove 1vas married to Eliza Jane Tester, born in
that county, a most estimable lady, one who has
proved herself a faithful wife and a loving
mother and a caref ul home-keeper. Two daugh·
ters were born to them, namely: Alice, who died
young; and Martha, who . married William
Mooney, of Concession 2, Mersea township, and
has two bright little lads, Charles Lovel and William Frederick.
For years Mr. Wingrove has been one of the
leadin~ members and supporters of the Methodist Church in this locality. For the past fifteen years he has devoted much attention to the
upbuilding of the Sunday School interests, serving as superintendent, and through his efforts
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eighty pupils are now numbered in the Hillman
Church. It was mainly through his efforts and
the interest which he aroused that the meetinghouse at Hillman was erected, its cost being
$1,600. He served as chairman of the building
committee, and is. also one of the church trustees.
Mr. Wingrove has an enviable reputation for his
hODest and upright character. Like many other
consistent reformers, Mr. Wingrove finds some
individuals who do not agree with him on the
temperance question, his attitude against the
saloon business being a very positive one, but he
has always been upheld by the better class of
citizens. He is a man who has convictions of
right, and is never afraid t o uphold them. No
more ,loyal British citizen or more thoroughly
consistent Christian man can be found in Mersea
township tlian is Charles Love! Wingrove.
CHARLES OUELLETTE, late a retired farmer of Anderdon river front, in the County of
Essex, was the eldest son in a family descended
from some of the earliest pioneers of Canada,
and always prominent in the localities in which
they lived. The first Ouellette in Canada was
the great-grandfather of Charles, who came to
Montreal from France.
Charles Ouellette, a son of this pioneer, was
born after h"is father came to America, and was
a native of Lower Canada. He was a soldier in
the war of 1812, and after it was ended settled
at Windsor, where he resided for the remainder
of his days, acting as a land agent for the English government. He was one of the prominent
dtizens of the place, and Ouellette avenue is
named after him. He left a family of six children, two sons and four daughters: Frezene, the
eldest, married a M:r. Jannes, and died in Sandwich; Madaline married a M:r. Goyeau, of Windsor; Agnes married a Mr. Boismier, of Sandwich; Therese is the wife of Mr. Pepin, of Windsor; Victor married, settled and died in Windsor,
where he left ·a family; John B. is mentioned below.
·
J ohn B., the sixth child of Charles Ouellette,
born in Windsor in 1806, settled for some years
in Windsor, where he dealt in stock and real
estate. In 1847 he came to Amherstburg, where
he purchased a bush farm on the river front and
made a permanent home, where he lived an<l
died. On this farm he erected a stone house and
<>ther buildings and made general improvements.
At his death his estate was found to comprise
<>ver 1,000 acres of. land.
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John B. Ouellette was married to Leonora
Lemay, born in Detroit in 1814, the daughter of
Alexander Lemay. l\Ir. Lemay came first to Detroit from Lower Canada, but later the family
settled at Amherstburg, and there he died, leaving a family. John B. Ouellette was one of the
successful and wealthy men of this section, and
lived until 1873, while his wife survived him
seven years. Both were members· of the Roman
Catholic Church, and were among the founders
of the first church erected in Sandwich. They
left a family of twelve children. (!)Emily M.,
born in 1831, is the deceased wife of Antoine
Barron, who settled in Malden township. She
left one son, Dennis, of Amherstburg. (2)
Charles was the eldest son. (3) Alexander, born
in 1835, married, settled and died in Malden
township, where he left a family of six children.
(4) Matilda, born in 1837, is the deceased wife
of James Mailloux: of Anderdon township; she
left a family of three children. ( 5) Luke, born
in 1839, married and still lives in Malden township. (6) Daniel, born in 1841, married and
settled in Windsor, where he died, leaving four
children who still reside 'there. (7) Thomas;
born in Windsor, in 1843, is a resident farmer
and wealthy business man of Anderdon r iver ,
front, and has five children living. (8) Hattie,
borQ in 1845, is the wife of J . B. Mailloux, of
Anderdon township, and has had four children.
(9) Marceline, born in 1845, is unmarried and
resides at the old homestead. (10) Henry, born
in 1847, also lives at the old homestead, unmarried. (11) Margeret, born in 1850, is the wife of
Joseph Bellapash of Sandwich East. (12) Patrick, born in 1853, the youngest of the family,
married a Miss Eugenie White of Amherstburg,
and now resides in Windsor, with his family of
nine children. He is organist of St. Alphonse's
Church, Windsor.
Charles Ouellette was born in Windsor,
l\farcb 25, 1833. He was educated in the schools
of Windsor and Anderdon, remaining at the
hom~tead until the death of his father. Two
years later, in February, 1875, he married Miss
Josephine Boismier, born in Sandwich, in 1843.
daughter of Edward and Jane Boismier, one of
the pioneer families of the County of Essex. 'Mrs.
Ouellette was educated in the convent schools of
Sandwich. The young couple settled at the present home on the river front in Anderdon, where
1\fr. Ouellette· owned a fine farm on 'vhich he
made _many general improvements, remodelling
buildings, etc.
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Benjamin Renaud was born in Sandwich
West in October, 1838. He grew to manhood at
the old home, and received a limited education
in the schools there. After his marriage in 1865,
he settled in Walkerville, where he worked at his
trade of blacksmith for twelve years; in 1877 he
sold his Walkerville property, and purchased a
place in Tecumseh, where he worked at his trade
until he retired. In 1865 Mr. Renaud married
Miss Philomine Morin, who was born in Rochester township, on the Ruscom river, in 1845; she
was the daughter of Maurice Morin, and be1
longed to orie of the first pioneer families of that
section. Mr. Renaud died at his son's home in
1901; his wife had passed away in 1892, leaving
four children, who were the only survivors of
their family of -eleven. (1) Maurice, our subject, · is the eldest living. (2) Joseph, born in
1871, married Miss Elmira Dumont, of the County of Essex, and they have two daughters, Madaline and Irene; they reside at Tecumseh, where
he is agent for the Grand Trunk Railroad. (3)
Rosie, born in 1873, is the wife of Alexander
Parent, who resides in Sandwich East and has
three children, Mazie, Columbus and---. (4)
Maggie, born in Walkerville in 1875, is the deceased wife of Albert Boismier, who resides near
Wyandotte, Wayne Co., Michigan; she left one
son, who died young. .
·
Maurice Renaud was born in Sandwich West,
Jan. 15, 1867, and received his early education
in the Walkerville and Tecumseh public schools.
MAURICE RENAUD; a teacher in the pub- In 1884 he entered the Windsor high school,
lic schools of Sandwich East, and the clerk of where he finished two courses in classics and
the township, traces his ancestry back to Frank business. In 1886 be began teaching in the pubRenaud, who came to the region around Detroit lic schools, where he has continued up to the pre·and Amherstburg about ·1760, one of the first sent time. In · 1894 he purchased a fruit farm
Frenchmen to settle in that locality. He settled and erected on it one of the finest brick houses
in Sandwich West, and his descendants have been in Sandwich East. There he resides with his
prominent in that locality ever since. ·
wife, who was a Miss Louisa Dumont, born in
Frank Renaud settled on a farm near old · Rochester township in 1871, and their daughter,
Fort Malden, and lived there to the extreme old Alice, born April 24, 1904.
Mr. Renaud has always been a· stanch adherage of · eighty-three years. His wife, who survived him several years, bore him a son, Lambert. ent of the Liberal party, and has been one of
who was born in Amherstburg, and married Jos- their active workers. · I n 1902 he was elected
ette Parent: To this union were born five chil- township clerk of Sandwich East, and has con·dren, as follows: Alexander, of Sandwich West; tinued to discharge the duties of that office to thEl
Joseph, of Windsor; Aglea, the wife of David present time. He was appointed notary public
Donaldson, deceased, of Detroit, where she lives in 1901. Religiously the family are devout
with her four children, Lizzie, Ida, James and Catholics.
- - . - - ; Helen, born in Sandwich West, the
. Maurice Renaud is one of the enterprising
wife 'o f George Lacharity, who lives with his and leading citizens of Tecumseh arid Sandwich
family in Rochester township; and Benjamin, East; thrown on his resources ·when a boy, ·he
father of Maurice.
struggled manfully for ·an education which has
To Mr. Ouellette and his wife were born
four children, as follows: (1) Albemie, born in
1876, is now working in Cleveland, unmarried.
(2) Everise, born in 1878, well educated in the
home schools, unmarried and ma.nager of the
home farm. (3) Martha, born in 1880, who is
the wife of James .McBride, a farmer of Malden
township, and who has three . children, Ruby,
and Pearl, twins, and John. (4) Adellar, born
in January, 1885, unmarried, at home.
Religiously this family are all members of the
Catholic Church, and politically have always
been Conservatives. Mr. Charles Ouellette never
aspired to political honors, but was a member of
the board of school trustees for a great many
years, and also roadmaster. This family have always been prominent business men in Detroit,
Windsor and Amherstburg, where . they have
made homes and transacted business. Charles
Ouellette spent his life mainly in agricultural
pursuits until, a few years ago, he retired from
active life on account of an injury which left him
crippled in one limb; p'reviously he was always
active as a farmer and business man. He was a
man highly esteemed by all who knew him for his
kindly disposition and manly bearing towards
all; his life was spent in doing good and in forwarding everything that · promised good for his
community and friends, and his death, which occurred May 12, 1904, was greatly lamented, not
alone by his family, but by all who knew him.
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fitted him for a leading place among public men.
His genial and kindly disposition has made him
many warm friends, and he is a general favor·
ite.
SINA :MAHONEY, one of the best known
fishermen of Pelee Island, and a native son of the
soil, was born on the island, Aug. 18, 1859, a son
of J eremiah Mahoney.
J eremiah Mahoney was born in Crookhaven,
County Cork, Ireland, in November, 1826, seventh of the twelve children of Jeremiah, Sr.,
and Mary (Hayes) Mahoney, both of whom lived
and died in their native land, devout members
. of the Catholic Church. J er emiah :Mahoney was
reared in his native land, and received a fair
education in the parish school. Early in life he
engaged in fishing and sailing. On Oct. 23, 1852,
he was united in marriage with Mary Mahoney,
a d aughter of Simon and Bridget Mahoney, and
to their union two children were born in Ireland:
Bridget, who died there; and Catherine (or
Kate) , who married Edward Riggenetta andresides in Michigan. In 1856 Mr. Mahoney shipped
from Liverpool, England, for New York City, as
a sailor on the '' Asa Scranton,'' from the latter
port, going to Pugwash, N.S., to take timber for
London, England. The boat was leaky and so
manifestly unseaworthy that the crew abandoned
her, and Mr. Mahoney went to Buffalo, Ne'v
"fork, where he was employed on the ''City of
Buffalo" during the winter. From there he went
to Kelley's Island, whence h e sent for his wife
and daughter Kate. They crossed on a sailing
vessel from Liverpool to Quebec, thence journeying to Kelley's Island. In 1859 the little
family located on Pelee Island, where l\fr. Mahoney rented a sixty-acre farm from L ucinda
McCormick. After seven years devoted to farming, in 1866, the father moved thence to Sandusky, where he spent nine years in fishing. In
1875 he returned to the island and purchased a
farm from l>. McCormick. His hospitable home,
which he built himself, is a favorite gathering
place for the members of the family, as well as
for neighboring friends. Mr. Mahoney belongs
to that class of whole-souled, open-handed men
such as only Ireland produces, and his children
are proud of the blood which runs in their veins.
They all possess to a certain degree the courteous manner, pleasant, genial speech, and openhearted generosity which ch aracterize this race,
·and make friends wherever they happen to be
stationed. Bot h Mr. and Mrs. Mahoney are con-
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sistent members of the Catholic Church, and
have reared their children to the faith of their
forefathers. 1'hey p resent an excellent example to
the coming generations of a couple grown old together, devotedly attached as in their youth, although the snows of many winters have whitened
their brows, and the years traced their mark
upon their genial faces. In addition to the t\vo
children born in the old home in Ireland, l\lr.
and Mt•s. :Mahoney have had six children born to
them: Sina: Eliza, wido'v of Augustus Pitman;
Bridget, who married John Lidwill, lighthousekeeper; David; Dennis, who died at the age of
seventeen years; and John, engaged in fishing,
who resides with h is parents.
Sina Mahoney, the subject proper of trus
sketch, removed to Sandusky with his parents,
and there attended public school, and when he returned to Pelee Island he engaged in fishing and
farming. In 1879 he became a partner of Mr.
William Mathews, for the purpose of selling fish
in Sandusky, and this connection continued for
six: years. In 1885 he removed to Kelley's Island, and there fished for three years with Peter
Dutchey, returning then to Pelee Island. At that
time he formed a partnership with Thomas McCormick, and thus continued to fish until 1889,
when he went to the Pacific Coast, and there ~as
also engaged in fishing in the Columbia river, in
Washington. After a season he retnrned to Kelley's Island and resumed his fishing operations
there. In 1891 he started fishing for Post & Co.,
of Sandusky, on Pelee Island, and he now has a
very extensive fishery, comprising ten pounds,
in which four men are employed, the entire plant
representing an investment of $3,000. By his
energy and thorough knowledge of all the existing conditions, ~rr. :Mahoney has been enabled to
take advantage of every circumstance, and has
attained a degree <>f success in his business which
is very gratifying.
In politic.c; Mr. :Mahoney is a stanch Liberal;
he has never sought public preferment, his private affairs occupying his attention. In fraternal organizations he is quite popular, and belongs to the I.O.O.F. and the K.O.T.l\L, being a
charter member of the local orjZanization of the
lattP.r order. Mr. Mahoney, like all the other
members of his family, is a genial, pleasant,
courteous gentleman, and one who has friends in
all parts of the country. His religious affiliations
are with the Catholic Church. From his Irish
parents he inherits a keen sense of humor, and
delights in looking at things in their best light.
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His pride in his descent is great, and he is never
liappier than when he is taken for a native-born
Irishman. The success which has already attended his efforts is but a prophecy of what is to
come, for he is hard-working, energetic, and a
most excellent mana.,aer.
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was a Conservative in politics, but took no part
in local affairs.
The family of twelve children born to Joseph
Gilboe all lived to grow up. (1) J ohn, the eldest, born in Gosfield, in 1824, married :M1ss
Nancy Hopgood, of the County of Essex. They
moved to Oakland County, :Michigan, where he
PETER GILBOE, a retired farmer of Gos- died, leaving five children, who all reside in that
field North, is now, in the evening of his days, State. (2) Charles, born-in 1826, married Miss
reaping the reward of his long life of honest toil Mary Neville, of Gosfield, and settled there on
and kindly deeds, in the unreserved respect and the Talbot Road, where he died in 1895, leaving
affection with which he is regarded by his neigh- two daughters, F estamire and Alice. His wife
bors, ·among whom he has walked many years. had died previously. (3) Wendel, born in 1828,
He was born in Gosfield South, near Olinda, died in early manhood in Buffalo from yellow
fever. (4) Isabella, born in 1830, is the deceased
Sept. 14, 1832.
wife of John Taylor, a farmer in Maidstone. She
Joseph and Elizabeth (Wigle) Gilboe, his left a large family. ( 5) Peter was the fifth child.
parents, were among the earliest settlers of the
( 6) J osepb, born in 1834, married Miss Jane
County of Essex. The former was born in Que- Neville, a sister of Mrs. Peter Gilboe.
They
bec in 1805, the son of a lieutenant in General moved to Oakland County, Michigan, where they
La Fayette's army, at t he time of his cam- still reside on a farm. They bad seven children.
paign in Canada to aid the United (7) Mary A., born in Gosfield in 1836, married
Joseph Gilboe was quite a boy Timothy Jones, the founder of Essex Center,
States.
when they came to Amherstburg, where he where they settled and died. The town is now
'was when General Harrison crossed over with his built on the site of their farm. They left a large
army and drove the Indians to Thamesville, family who are all living in the United States.
'vhere Tecumseh was killed. Mrs. Elizabeth W.
(8) Solomon, born in 1838, married a lady who
Gilboe was born in Gosfield township, County of lived in Michigan, and settled there on a farm
E8sex, in 1808, daughter of Wendel and Mary in Wayne County; they had no children. (9)
Wigle, who came to Canada from Pennsylvania George, born in 1840, married a Miss Conklin, of
at the time of the immigration of the U. E. Loy- the County of Essex. They now reside in Ponalists, and settled and died in Gosfield.
tiac, Michigan, where be is one of the leading
After Mr. Gilboe's marriage he settled first at contractors and builders. Seven children were
Olinda, in Gosfield South, where he cleared up a born to them. . (10) Susan, born in 1842, is the
farm and erected a hotel, the first one built in deceased wife of Isaac Cobley, who settled in
Southern Essex. Besides managing this hotel, he Oakland County, Michigan. She left a family.
contracted with the Olinda Furnace Company to
(11) Simon, born in 1844, married in Alpena,
furnish them charcoal, which be did for one Michigan. There be followed lumbering for
season, when the furnace, which was owned by many years and is one of the wealthy real estate
1\'Ir. Calhoon, was shut down. Mr. Calhoon owed men of that section. He has one daughter. (12 )
Mr. Gilboe a large amount of money, which the. Julia, born in 1847, is the late wife of Hngh Mclatter had invested in labor and material. After Cormick, who resides at Pontiac, Michigan. · She
the company failed, 1\'Ir. Gilboe, with an hone~ty left five children.
as commendable as it is rare, sold his hotel and
Peter Gilboe grew up on his f ather's f arm,
farm to pay his men, and was himself left with assisting in the work and receiving the limited
scarcely a dollar. He then moved to the present education which was all that he could obtain in
farm on Talbot street, at the time· all bush land, that day and place. As he grew toward manhood
which he purchased from Thomas Squires, and he worked by the day till he had earned enough
there he again started to work his way up from to buy forty acres of his father's homestead,
the beginning. H is wife died at this home in when he began farming for himself. . All the pre1856, while he survived till 1882, when be died sent buildings be put up, and as time passed, he
at the home of one of his sons, in Michigan. He purchased one hundred acres adjoining his farm
and his wife were among the founders of Metb- on the south. This place is all under cultivation
oalsm in that section of the country. Mr. Gilboe . and has been made one of the finest in the coun-
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ty. At present 1\Ir. Gilboe is building a modern
brick house on one part of his homestead, which
his son, Hubert, is to occupy.
Christmas Day, 1855, witnessed the marriage
of :Mr. Gilboe to Miss Abigail Neville, born in
Gosfield North in June, 1835, the daughter of
Francis and Nancy (Williams) Neville. They
were of Welsh origin, and settled in Gosfield at
about the ·same time with Joseph . Gilboe. They
passed the rest of their lives in that township,
and were among the well-to-do and highly respected pioneers. Of the nine children of Peter
and Abigail Gilboe, all born on the present farm,
seven are living: (1) Cerona is the wife of F rederick Robinson, one of the wealthy and influential citizens of Essex, and has a family of four,
Lottie, Gordon, Ethel and Gerald. (2) Isadore
is the wife of Grover Hopgood, who resides on
his farm on the Talbot Road, in Gosfield; they
have one daughter, Dell. (3) Andrew married
~liss Lottie Knight, of the County of Essex, and
they have four children, Clara, Eva, Leo and
Earle. He resides in Detroit, where he is foreman of the ''Cadillac Hotel,'' one of the finest in
the city. (4) Philo married J\.liss Mariah Stotts,
of Essex. lie is now in the gold fields of .Montana, while his wife remains in Detroit, ' vith her
two children, Frank and Earl. (5) Hubert married :Miss Jane Bradshaw, of London, and ihey
reside on the old homestead, where he is the manager. He has one son, Carl. (6} Minnie May
married· Charles Williams, of Kent Bridge, Ont.,
and bad one daughter, Mabel Gertrude. (7)
Leonard, unmarried, is at h ome. He is a graduate of the Essex high school.
Mr. Gilboe 's political views are those of the
Conservative party. He takes an intelligent interest in general politics, and has always been
keenly ~~;live to the best interests of his locality,
but has never been actively concerned in public
life. I n religious belief he, like his wife, is a
member of the Methodist Church. IIe was one
of the founders and builders of the North Ridge
Methodist Church, located on a part of his farm,
and has been one of its trustees for many years,
besides being prominent in all phases of its
work. His life has been one of usefulness and
of a steady development of character, and now,
in his declining years he is crowned with blessings and hon_9r. He has witnessed the development of this section from its most primitive
state, for when he came here wild animals were
still numerous, and they were obliged to pen up
the cattle and sheep as early as four in the .after-.
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noon. 'I'he white ash cordwood had to be drawn
to Sandwich, a distance of tw~nty-two miles, to
be sold, and their butter and eggs were carried
in baskets a distance of ten miles, to Kingsville,
then the nearest market.
JASPER GOLDEN, an old-time school
teacher of the County of Essex, and one of the
most highly respected men of Gosfield South,
though now in his eighty-second year, continues
to take a lively interest in all matters of local
importance.
The first Golden of whom we have knowledge, tradition says, came to Ireland in the time
of Cromwell. Richard J. Gplden, father of
Jasper Golden, was born in the County Sligo,
Ireland, May 15, 1791, of E nglish descent. He
made his home in the County Sligo until 1852;
was a tenant farmer, and a most worthy and
good man. On June 19, 1820, he married Ann
Black, also of English descent, who was born in
1795. The children born to this couple were as
follows: (1} Maria, born April 15, 1821, married Alexander 1\f. Wigle, of Gosfield South; she
died Oct. 25, 1902, t he mother of three children,
S. Golden, Priscilla and Hamilton. (2) J asper
was born J an. 24, 1823. (3) Sarah, :May 5, 1825,
married William Drake, now deceased, of Gosfield South, and has three children, Albert E.,
· Anna l\1. and Frances· S. (4 ) Richard, born
Sept. 15, 1827, resides in Malden to,vnship; be
married Margaret Paton, and has six: children,
Allen J., M. Anna, Eccles, Jessie, Henry and
William. (5} Ann, born April1, 1830, married
Rudolph Brush, of Colchester North, and bas
six: children, George, Almon, I ra, Elizabeth,
Anna and Rudolph. (6) Fanny, born J une 26,
1832, married Joseph Malott, . of Detroit, and
has four chtldren, Susan, Mary, Walter and
Forest. (7) Elizabeth, born Oct. 10, 1834, married Isaac A. Wigle, of Gosfield South, and has
two children, Edmond J. and Fred. (8) Dr.
J ohn, born May 31, 1843, studied at Ann Arbor,
and is now in Fresno county, California; he married :\Iary J ackson, of Essex, and has three chil.
dren, Charlotte, Stanley and George.
In 1852 the f amily came to the 6th Concession, in the township of Anderdon, County of
Essex, Ont., and settled on a 100-acre tract o!
perfectly wild land in the I ndian reserve. Upon
it the father and mother spent the r emainder
of their lives, the former dying at the age of
eighty-four years, and the latter in 1857; they
are buried in the Amherstburg cemetery.
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J asper Golden was given a good education in
I reland, and for eight and one-half years taught
in the town of Tobercurry, County Sligo. In
May, 1850, he and his two elder sisters came to
Canada in a sailing-vessel, the voyage taking five
weeks and three days. After landing, they came
direct to the County of Essex:, where :M:r. Golden
obtained land in Anderdon, and the following
year he commenced teaching in Malden township. In January, 1852, he taught the school
east of Kingsville, remaining in charge .of same
for six years, and then for five years he taught
the Kingsville school. F or twenty-one years
he was engaged in teachlllg, and became one of
't he best 1mown and best beloved instructors of
the county. . At the time of his marriage he settled on his present farm, and later on gave up
teaching to devote his attention to farming.
I n. 1857 Mr. Golden was married to Christine
Malott, who was born March 1, 1826, a daughter of J oseph Malott; she died Sept. 9, 1898. The
children born to Mr. and 1\Irs. Golden are:
Mary, who resides with her father; Sarah J .,
who married C.· S. Miller, a druggist of Kingsville, and has two children, Bernard and Christine; Albert J ., a farmer on the 2d Concession,
Gosfield South, who married Louisa Bratt, of
Malden township, and has four children, Percival, Mildred, Myrtle and Cecil; Robert F., a
dentist, now located in the American "Soo";
··John R., a ranchman and homesteader of Alberta, Northwest Territory; and J asper A., who
died Nov. 26,· 1872.
· Mr . Golden is a citizen of whom any community might feel justly proud. He taught
many of the middle-aged men of to-day their
first lmowledge of books, and by his honorable
life he has set an excellent example to old and
young. In church affairs he has always been
profoundly interested, and before
church of
his denomination was organized, he assisted in
the Methodist Church, which he attended for
many years, but since the establishment of the
English Church in Kingsville he h as been a
prominent worker in it. 'l'he first Sunday in
J anuary, 1842, 1\Ir. Golden was appointed a
teacher in the Sunday-school, and has continued
as such to t he present day. He is a licensed lay
r eader of the English Church. As an edncatot
he undoubtedly takes first rank in the County
of Essex. In addition to his activity in spreading the kno,vledge of the Bible, he served as a
public school teacher for twenty-one years, and
for a like period was a school trustee.
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Mr. Golden is a Conservative in his politic~l
views, and has always taken a lively interest in
local affairs. For twelve years he served as
assessor, and also as returning officer in Dominion elections. Since 1858 he has been a member of the Masonic Lodge at Kingsville. I n
every relation of life he has proved himself an
honorable, upright Christian, and a loyal Briti$h
subject.
DANIEL SL.'J'CLAIR, the popular bailiff of
the County of Essex, who is also a ·licensed auctioneer, and a dealer in live and dressed cattle
and hogs, was born in the County of Oxford1
April 14, 1843, son of Peter and Margaret
(McDermaid) Sinclair.
Peter Sinclair was born on the Isle of Mull,
Scotland, but was reared in Glasgow, as was alsc
his wife, who was a native of Tobermory, Scotland. They were married in Glasgow, and lived
t here for some years after. In 1842 they came to
Ontario, via New York, after six weeks on
the ocean in a sailing vessel. They located in
t he Comity of Oxford, and after a year there
went to the County of Elgin, where Mr. Sinclair
carried on the life of a fl\rmer. Purchasing wild
land he cleared up a .fine farm, and on it lived
until his death in May, 1879, when he was aged
seventy-two; his wife passed away in ·March of
the year prior to his own demise, at t he age of
sixty-two. Both were members of the Presbyterian Church, and highly respected citizens.
P olitically the father was a Grit, and one of the
active workers of the party. To Peter and Margaret Sinclair were born four children, that attained maturity: (1) Daniel. (2) Archie, emi·
grated to the Black Hills, where he became an
extensive stock raiser,.. and where he died in
1894; he married Mary 1\forrison, who, with their
son, Roy A., still resides in the Black Hills coun·
try. (3) Malcolm, born in the County of E l·
gin, was first a school teacher, and then moved to
Kansas, where he is a wealthy stock dealer; h e
married Malinda Parrott, but has no children.
(4) Mary, born in the County of Elgin, .married
George McKay, of the County of Oxford. 1\Ir.
McKay sold his farm in Oxford and moved to
Kansas, where· he died, after which his wido'v
and her two sons, E rrett Gordon and Malcolm,
returned to the County of Essex, where she resides.
Daniel Sinclair received his early education
in a little log school house in the County of Elgin. When a young man he learned the black~

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
smith's trade in St. Thomas; and operated a
blacksmith's shop of his own for some eight
years, but in 1870 he and his brother, Archie,
erected a cheese factory in the County of Mid~
dlesex, where they engaged in business three
years. At the end of that. time they disposed
of their property, and the three brothers, Archie,
:Malcolm and Daniel, went into the butchering
business, continuing until 1879, when they disposed of their interests, and '"bile the other
brothers went west, our subject came to the
County of Essex and embarked in the stock business, becoming an extensive live stock dealer of
his locality. His stock is shipped to Winnipeg,
Vancouver, England, Toronto, :Montreal, and
some is disposed of in local markets.
On Jan. 24, 1883, in Glanworth, County of
Middlesex, 1\'lr. Sinclair married Miss Jennie
Rose, a native of that.county, daughter of Rich-·
ard and Elizabeth (Dodd) Rose. Richard Rose
came from England and settled. in the County
of Middlesex, Ont., in 1836, and there married
and engaged in farming. While in Essex on a.
visit to Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair, he died, Feb. 11,
1901, aged eighty-seven. His wife died Jan. 10,
1871, aged forty-eight. They were members of
the Presbyterian Church. · Their children were :
Mary C., who married James H. Rowse, of Ingersoll; Richard G., on the old homestead in the
County of Middlesex; Elizabeth C., who died in
1890; and Jennie, Mrs. Sinclair, who received a
fine education in music~ of which she was a successful teacher for a number of years. To Mr.
and Mrs. Sinclair have been born six children,
as follows: Bessie C., Mary J. and Hattie M. are
now being educated in the high schools of Es8ex;
Verna G. ; Donald; and 1\'lalcolm. All were born
in Essex and all are at home. In 1887 Mr. Sinclair purchased a pleasant residence, which has
since been the family home.
Politically Mr. Sinclair has always been identified with the old Reform party. In 1894 he was
appointed district bailiff of Essex; which po~i
tion he still retains. Fraternally he is l1. Mason,
and is a member of the Order of the Maccabees
of Essex." The religious affiliations of himself
and family are with the Presbyterian Church
Mr. Sinclair has many warm p ersonal friends in
the town and throughout the county, where he
has spent so many years of his useful life. He
is God-fearing, upright, honorable, and is a good
citizen, faithful public official and kind neighbor
and friend. Every enterprise, which has for its
object the betterment of humanity in general, or
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the advancement of the best interests of the community, has a ,s upporter in this most excellent
man. In giving a biography of such a man it is
difficult to give a true idea of him without praising him more than his naturally modest nature
would sanction, but truth is never flattery, and
the facts herein related are borne out in his
every-day life.
RICiHARD PARKER, in his lifetime one of
the most highly esteemed citizens of Essex township, where his upright life and kindly nature
were so well known, 'vas a representative of an
early Canadian family. His widow, Mrs. Agnes
T. Brown Parker, now living in retirement in
Essex, is one of the most popular and respected
residents of the place, where she is held in affectionate regard by a host of friends. The representatives of bot h the Parker and Brown families
to-day rank among the first . citizens in the
county. Both Richard Parker and his widow
were born in Dalhousie, County of Lanark, Ont.,
the former Feb. 16, 1832, and the latter in Nov.,
of the same year.
John .and Rebecca Parker, parents of Richard, came to Canada from Ireland at an early
day, and settle~ in the County of Lanark, Ont.
After living t here some years they moved to the
County of Perth, where Mr. Parker spent the
remainder of his life as a farmer. He was the
father of the following children: Henry, of St.
Mary's; Robert, of Petrolea; Simon, of Sault
Ste. Marie; James; of Canada; J eanette, wife of
Andrew McWilliam, of Petrolea; Elizabeth,
wife of Alexander Detwiller, of the County of
Perth; Hannah, wife of Robert Bolington, of
Guelph; Richard, who married Agnes T. Brown;
and William, John, Joseph, George and Aner C.
Rodgers, all deceased.
Richard · Parker grew to manhood in the
County of Perth, and there married, in 1857,
Agnes T. Brown, who, though a :native of the
County of Lanark, was raised in the County
of Perth. They settled in the township of Howick, County of Huron, where Mr. Parker bought
wild land, which he began to clear for a farm.
Their first home was a log house, in which they
lived until the farm was partly cleared. Until
1874 they remained on this farm, and then sold
out and moved to a farm which Mr. Parker purchased on the Talbot Road, in Gosfield North,
County of Essex, and there they lived until
his death, April 1, 1891.
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The children of Richard and Agnes '1\
(Brown) Parker were as follows: (1) John, born
in the County of Huron, in May, 1858, is a
mason and bricklayer. He married Julia Marks,
of Cottam, where they reside; they have one
son, Lorn D. (2) Maggie J ., born in 1860,
married John F. Clark, of Walkerville, and has
no children. (3) James B., born in January,
1861, received his education in the Counties of
Huron and Essex, and for many years followed
the occupation of farmer. After his father's
death be came to Essex, where he has since resided with his mother in their comfortable home
on Gosfield A venue; he has never married. ( 4)
Agnes, born in January, 1863, married Joseph
Crow, of Essex, and has the following children:
Betina E ., l\Iaggie l\L, Agnes Myrtle, Flc.ssie J.,
Gracie May and Ora J. (5) William, born in
Oct., 1864, is a farmer in Redwood, Minnesota ;
he married Maggie Stewart, of the County of
Perth, and has two children: Flossie and Bernice. (6) Andrew, born Dec. 26, 1866, as a
young man learned the trade of bricklayer and
stonemason, and continues to follow that calling.; he married Rosie l\1. 0 'Neill, a Canadian,
and they, with their four children, Lena A.,
Margaret B., Jennie and Minnie, live in a comfortable brick cottage nn Laird Street, in the
town of Essex- a home earned through the personal exertions of the father of the family. (7)
Richard, born April 6, 1869, married Florence
Waggle, of Toledo, and lives in Marion, Indiana, where he is engaged in the oil business.
They have one daughter, Gertrude. (8) Robert,
born in Nov., 1872, is a bricklayer and stone·
mason in Essex. He married Florence Hewitt,
of the County of Huron, and they: have two
children, Robert and Reba. He is a member
of the Odd Fellows.
In politics Richard Parker was a Conservative, but never sought office. In religious faitlt
both the Parker and Brown families are Presbyterian, Mr. Brown having been an elder in the
church for many years.
Mr. Parker and his wife started in life in a
small way, but by perseverance, thrift and ability acquired property, and established themselves as foremost citizens of the town. The
famHy is counted among the most prominent
in EsseX: County, and Mrs. Parker, as did also
her deceased husband, holds the affection and
respect of her fellow townsmen, and every member of the family is regarded as belonging to the
best order of citizenship:

James and .Margaret (Park) Brown, parents
of Mrs. Agnes '1'. Parker, were both born in
1805. 'l'hey were among the earliest settlers in
the County of Lanark, where they remained until 1844, when they moved to the County of
Perth. For a number of years after coming to Canada Mr. Brown taught school,
and after settling in the County of Perth
he was appointed postmaster at Motherwell, a position he filled until his death, which
occurred Oct. 6, 1892. H is wife passed away
the previous April, and they left a large family
of children: James, born in Lanark, is now a
farmer in Perth, where he lives with his wife
and family. Minnie, deceased, married 1\o:t:iles
Brown, deceased also, of Perth, and left a family
of children. Agnes T. became the wife of Richard Parker. John, born in Lanark, was a welleducated man, and became a teacher in the
County of Perth; after his marriage to Emma
Lucas, who was f rom "the States," he settled
in Cottam, County of Essex, as a merchant,
and there died, in 1897, leaving a wife and three
children. . William, born in Lanark, never married,· and lives on the home farm in Perth. An·
drew married Christie Anderson of Perth, where
he settled as a farmer. Jean married William
Tear, of" Perth. Margaret, born in Perth, married James Anderson (deceased), "o f Minnesota;
he died at Redwood, Minnesota, leaving no children. Mary, born in Perth, died in youth.
George died in Perth in young manhood.
ROBERT W. BLLIS, a prominent farmer,
township councillor, and stock dealer of Col·
chester North, located on Lot 8, Concession 14,
County of Essex, was born Aug. 18, 1860, in
Maidstone township, that county, son of W il:
liam and Mary (Reeves) Ellis, who were pio·
neers in County Essex.
William Ellis was born in Nov., 1832, in
England, and was a son of James Ellis, who
came from England in the forties and settled
in Maidstone township when the country was
still wild and sparsely settled. Here he cleared
up a farm and made a permanent home, ano
reared a family of children to useful maturity,
these being : William; Samuel, now of County
Essex; Thomas, the farmer on the old home·
stead; John, a farmer on a part of the old
homestead; Susan (deceased), wife of John
Burke, of the State of I ndiana i and Mary ·A.
(deceased), Mrs. Charles Bunn, who is survived
by a family in l\lfaidstone township.
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William Ellis, father of Robert W., settled
on a part of the l!:llis homestead after his marriage, adding 150 acres at a later period, and
became one of the prosperous farmers and substantial men of Maidstone. His declining years
are being passed with pleasant surroundings in
the town <>f Essex. He marriP.d Mary Reeves.
and .six children were born to them, namely :
Anna E., born in ·Maidstone in 1855, married
John H all, of England, and they reside on his
farm in Maidstone; they have children : Henry~
:Minnie, Mabel, George, ·Gertrude, Stanley and
Reginald. Charlotte, born in 1858, married
George Lee, who left two children, Mabel and
Cora, and for her second husband she married
Henry Goldner, who resides in Detroit. Robert
W. is mentioned below. James N., born in 1862,
married 1.faggie Carr, and they reside on a part
of the old homestead in l\faidstone township;
they have three children, Alma, Orvil, and Clarence. 1\finnie, born in 1865, married Joseph
Pennington, who resides at St. T~omas, an em..
ploye of the Times, and they have two children,
Gladys and Edna. John F., born in 1868, married Maggie Kennedy, daughter of Rev. Jame:o
;Kennedy, of Maidstone, and lives on a part of
his father's .home~>tea.d; they have two children,
Forest and May.
Robert W. Ellis was educated in the public
schools of l\faidstone township and remained
assisting in the work of the home farm until he
started out in life for himself. In July, 1890,
he married Mary' J. Taylor, who was born
Sept. 19, 1860, and was reared and educated in
:Maidstone. She is the estimable daughter of
John an4 Isabella Taylor, a member of one of
the old and prominent families of County Essex:,
and a lady of culture and education, an addition to church and social circles and a devoted
wife and mother. Three 'children have come to
this marriage, namely: Lillie B., born Oct. 9,
1891; Alvin R., born in 1894; and Clara, born
in 1898.
After their marriage Mr. Ellis and his wife
settled on a part of the old homestead, where he
erected a residence, barns and outbuildings, and
resided there until 1899, when he purchased his
present farm of 100 acres, in Colchester North.
As this was all wild land, settlement here meant
many deprivations and much hard work, but
neither of these conditions alarmed Mr. Ellis.
He has at the present writing fifty acres we11
. cleared and under fine cultivation, and he has
built. a commodious modern r esidence and the
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necessary barns and other buildings. He purchased an additional fifty acres, lying in Sandwich South, adjoining his farm, and is now considered one of the leading farmers of this section, progressive and practical, and through perseverance, intelligence and meth<>d succeeding
where others would £ail.
Politically our subject and his sons belong
to the old Ref()rm party. At present Mr. Ellis
is serving as a member of the township council,
following in the footsteps of his father, who was
a member of the Maidstone council for nineteen
years and a justice of the peace for twenty-five
years. Religiously this family is connected with
the Methodist Church, and its members are held
in the highest esteem wherever known.
John Taylor's parents came from Scotland to this county in the year 1820, and in
1833 settled on the present farm in the township of Maidstone. Mr. Taylor is now living
retired on a part of the old homestead. He was
married in 1851 to Isabella Gilboe, and twelve
children were born to them, three of whom
are deceased. The living are : William, of Pontiac, Michigan, married Tabitha Lamarsh, and
six children were born to them, . Ezra, Carrie,
.Ada, Walter, Grover and Ethel, Elizabeth married George Thornton, now deceased, and four
children were born to them, Delmer, Lola, Myrtle and Sylva. Alexander married Caroline McCreery, and they have eight children, Susie,
Louise, Bert, Robert, John, Gaton, Maud and
Ray. Melissa is at home. Mary J. is Mrs. Ellis.
Annie married Edward Oakey, and eight children were born to them, Archie, Bertie, Scott,
Roy, Bessie, Flossie, Eddie and Nellie. Jennie
married William Malott, and they have three
children, Lulu, Vida and E lton. Scott married
Annie Markle, and they had two children, Harry
and Willie. Arch married Clyde Thomas, and
they have three children, Lorne,. Wilferd and
Grace.
JACOB McLEAN, a prosperous farmer on
the lake shore in Colchester South, County of
Essex, is finely located to accommodate summer
boarders. . He is a member of one of the early
settled families: of Gosfield, near the Colchester
line, and was born March 24, 1858, on the homestead north of Harrow, where he . resided until
his marriage, at which time he located on his
present farm.
In 1878 :M:r. McLean married Sarah l\faria
Waters, who was born in Mersea Oct. 15, 1858,
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daughter of Henry and An.n (Addison) Waters,
members of an English family. After his marriage Mr. McLean purchased the George Elliott
farm of 100 acres, and came to it twenty-five
years ago. Since then he has made· many im·
provements, and has devoted his land to mixed
farming. In politics he is a stanch Conservative.
In religiotls matters he is a Methodist and active
in the church of that denomination. The family
born to himself and wife consists of children as
follows : Rena, who married William Goulin, of
Colchester North, and has one daughter, Maria
E.; and Nettie, Viola, Arner Roy, Fay and
George Henry, all at home. Mr. McLean is planning to turn his property into a summer resort,
and if he does so his place is destined to become
very popular, as it is so beautifully located near
the lake, and possesses so many natural advant ages. Throughout the neighborhood both Mr.
arid l\lrs. 1\IcLean are very popular, and they
have a host of friends who appreciate their excellent qualities.
Thomas McLean, grandfather of Jacob McLean, was born in Ireland, and on emigrating
to the County of Essex, Ont., settled in Gosfield
South township, along the lake.
George McLean, son of Thomas, was born on
the lake shore in Gosfield South, and died in Col·
chester South April 26, 1895, aged seventy-five
years. He had become a mau of prominence,
and had been councillor and township reeve for
many years. He married Susan Fox, who was
born in Gosfield South, on the farm adjoining
the McLean homestead, March 16, 1818, and who
in spite of her advanced age is bright and active,
and is a well-beloved member of the household
of her son Jacob. In the early days George
McLean and his wife were Baptists, but they
later united with the Methodists. Their children
were : Thomas, a farmer in Colchester South;
Sarah (deceased), who married Harvey Smith;
Julia, who married James Martin, of Colchester
South; John, a farmer in the same township;
Jacob ; and George, decr.ased.
Henry Waters, fathe1· of Mrs. Jacob McLean,
was a nativ;e of Middleton, Yorkshire, England,
and his wife, Ann Addison, of South Dalton;
England. They were married in their native
land, and in 1857 came to the County of Essex,
where Mr. Waters engaged in farming. He died
·July 17, 1898, aged seventy-three years, and his
wife passed away Jan. 11, 1876, aged sixty-three,
both in the faith of the Methodist Chur<'.b. They
were the parents of the following children: John,

a farmer of l\1alden township; Elizabeth, who
married John Swegles, of Wayne, Michigan;
Thomas, a farmer in Malden; Sarah Maria, who
is Mrs. Jacob McLean; Robert, a farmer in Col·
chester South; J anet, who wedded Richard Atkinson, of Malden; and Bowser, deceased.
JOHN !II. SELLARS, a prosperous farmer
of Malden township, County of Essex, and one
of the prominent citizens of that locality, comes
of Scotch and Irish parentage, belonging to a
well-known family of the township.
Anthony Sellars; his father, was born in 1828,
in Ireland, and at the age of eighteen years came
to the County df Essex and to Malden township,
where he was employed in farm and mill work
by 1\fr. 1\fcGee, of Amherstburg. He took part
in the Rebellion and was engaged in taking off
prisoners at the time of the capture of the
schooner ''Ann.'' Later he entered the employ
of Robert Anderson, beginning as a farmer on
the Renolds property, which he conducted for
three years, then moving to the Hunt property,
which he conducted for five years, after which
he came to the present farm. Mr. Sellars was
married in 1\Ialden township to Agnes Anderson,
and some years later moved to the Robert Anderson property, where he cleared up a tract of
land large enough to admit of his building a log
house. But after it was partly finished some of
his neighbors claimed that it was on the site of a
proposed road, and one morning, when he re·
turned to continue his building, he found that
what he had done bad been torn down. Not dis·
couraged, he built again, some 150 rods away
from his first choice of site. . This Robert ·Anderson property was of considerable extent, and Mr.
Sellars cleared some 125 acres of it. Some forty
years ago he built the frame house now occupied by his son, Thomas Sellars, and there he resided until eight years before his death, when· be
made his home with his second youngest son Gor·
don, at whose home he died at the age of sixtyeight years. He was buried in the old cemetery
at Sanille. Mr. Selll!rs was a man of wide reading and unusual intelligence, and wa.s an interested supporter of the Conservative party. His
wife died at the age of forty-eight.
To Anthony Sellars and his wife were born
the following-named children: John :M., the subject of this sketch; Mary Ann, Mrs. William
Dowler, deceased; Robert, who married (first)
Eliza Parks, and (second) Elizabeth Waldron,
residing on an adjoining farm; James, who died
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at the age of twenty years; Thomas, the farmer
on the homestead, married to Jessie West ; Catherine, wife of Thomas H. Parks; Gordon, a farmer on Lot 66, who married Jeanette Gibbs;
Joseph, a plumber at Denver, Colorado; Isabella,
deceased, who married John T. Yorrell, of Hamilton, Ont. ; and Charles Henry, who died when
eighteen months old. Of this family, John, Robert, Thomas and Gordon each have farms of
seventy-thr~e acres, willed them by Robert An<lerson, and the four brothers all occupy the land
which they have brought to a fine state of cultivation.
.
The Anderson family first became known in
this locality through one Robert Anderson, a native of Scotland, and a bachelor, who had accu·
mulated a large fortune as a slave-driver in the
West Indies. On coming to Canada he bought
650 acres of land in the south-eastern part of
Malden township and erected a home where A.
A. Bratt now resides, and there he died at the
age of seventy-three. Some years after he came
t o Canada he was followed by his brother John,
who was the grandfather of our subject. John Anderson located on land owned by his brother, and
there he resided until the death of his wife, Mary
Bates, after which.he moved to Walkerville. Two
years later he went to the home of his son J ohn,
where he died at the age of seventy-eight. His
children were : John ; Agnes, who married Anthony Sellars; Mrs. Wheeler Brush; Mrs.
Thomas Lipps; and Robert.
John M. Sellars was born Dec. 4, 1844, on the
old Hunt place, and he was about five years of
age when the family came to the present location. His school a~vantages were meager, and
he assisted his father very materially in the
clearing up of the property. At the age of twen.
ty-one he came into possession of his farm of
seventy-three acres on Lot 66, Concession 7, and
at the age of twenty-two had built a home on it,
clearing a site to do so. This first home, a log
cabin, both comfortable and picturesque, served
as the family home for twenty-two years, when
Mr. Sellars built his present fine residence. He
has cleared up his land and made many substantial improvements, and is classed with the suc·
cessful farmers of the township.
As a Conservative :Mr. Sellars has been quite
active, and at present is the president of tho
South Essex Conservative Association, having
served as such for some years past. For four
years he was township councillor, has also served
as constable, and is the present fence ·viewer.
17
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Fraternally, he belongs to the Ancient Order of
United Workmen at Amherstburg.
Mr. Sellars married Nancy Loretta West, of
Colchester South, a daughter of Henry H. West,
of Amherstburg, and children as follows wen
born to them: Nellie, wife of H. B. Quick, has
four children, Henrietta, Verne, Lyle and
Wayne. Henry, of Amherstburg, married Jennie Doufford, and they have one son, Erwin.
Agnes, wife of Hartson Bratt, a farmer of Malden township, has five children, Mabel, Hazel,
Martha, Herschell and Catherine. Lucy married John Kelch, of Walkerville, and they have
three children, Merrill, !lfary and Lloyd. J ohn,
of Colchester South, has the Wheeler Richardson
farm; he married Florence l\I. Toffiemire, and
they have one son, Arnold Alfred. Jessie, whc
died at the age of twenty-three years, was the
wife of Judson Bratt, and the mother of Laura
and Joseph J. Herbert died aged sixteen. AJ.
fred is at home. Ross died aged fourteen. J oseph, the youngest, took the entering examinations at Amherstburg College and was given the
highest marks of all the students.
l\Ir. Sellars and his family are consistent and
prominent members of the l\falden Methodist
Church, in which he is a veritable pillar, having
acceptably served as class.leader for the past
twelve years, and is also one of the trustees. In
fact, he has long been one of the prominent men
of the locality in many ways, his exemplary life
and character gaining him the confidence of his
fellow-citizens, while his activity in political
matters has shown that he is a masterful force
in that direction also. For many years he has
been identified with the management of part y
affairs, a·nd he is recognized as a shrewd and tactful leader of the Conservative forces. The wholefamily is held in the highest esteem throughout
Malden township.
Mrs. Nancy L . (West) Sellars was born Feb.
11, 1846, in Amherstburg, Ont., where her
father, Henry H. West, a native of England, resided until eight years prior to his death. H e
came to the County of Essex alone at the age of
eighteen years, livea in Amherstburg for many
years, and died Oct. 7, 1898, in r~ondon. Ont.,
aged eighty years, nine months. He was a shoemaker all his life. Mr. West married Nancy
Brush, a native of the County of Essex, whc>
died May 24, 1846, aged twenty-one years, the
mother of one child, Nancy Loretta, wl10 became
Mrs. Sellars. For his second wife Mr. West married I•ydia Turner, by whom he had the follow-
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ing children: Henry, who is a shoemaker of Amherstburg; Herbert, who died aged twenty-two
years .; Martha, l\Irs. William Eaton, who died in
1902 ; J essie, who married Thomas Sellars, brother of J ohn M.; and Lydia, ·who married Henry
Eaton, a farmer of Colchester South. F or his
third wife he married Jane Waldon, who is also
deceased.
CHARLES FUREY, a prominent farmer
and t ownship councilor of M:ersea township, is a
man well known and highly respected all through
the County of Essex. He was born Jan. 4, 1845,
in what is kno·wn as New Ireland, Huntingdon
County, Quebec.
The Furey family is of Irish extraction, and
their native district ·was Londonderry, where
Charles Furey, the grandf ather of our subj~1:t,
was born and gre\v to maturity and followed an
agricultural life. There he married Martha
Douglass, and to this union the following children were born: John, Charles, Patrick, Bf:'l·
jamin, Elizabeth, l\Iartha and Sarah· J am.
While their children were still young the v:wents came on a sailing-vessel to Quebec, settling
in' County Huntingdon, where Mr. Furey seCUl'ed 100 acres of land and followed farming all
his remaii;ling years. They were consistent members of the Church of England. In politics Mr.
Furey was a strong Conser vative.
J ohn Furey, son 'of Charles, and father of
Charles Furey of Mersea township, was a youth
of some sixteen years when he accompanied his
parents to Canada. When he r eached maturity
he purchased a tract of 100 acres of bush land.
which he worked hard to clear, and where he
lived out his life, continually improving his
property. On this farm his death occurred, at
the age of seventy-two years. Like his father
he was a Conservative in politics, and in religion
a member of the Church of England. During
the Rebellion in Lower Canada, in 1837-33 he
served as a private in the British service. I n
Huntingdon County he married Elizabeth J ane
Sparrow, daughter of James and Martha. (Doug·
lass) Sparrow 'vho died at the age of fortyseven years. She was also a member of thP.
Church of England. The children of this union
were: Charles; Eliza Ann, wife of Benjamiu
Douglass; Matilda, Helen and Mary, all of wh,,m
died. young; John, who remains on the old homestead; and Caroline, 'vife of John McNarland,
of Alberta, Northwest Territory.
Charles Furey grew up on his father's .farm

and attended the local schools, although they
were far from satisfactory at that d9i'. He W!i'l
strong and capable, and easily secured wnrk ·
with neighboring farmers when his father did
not need his assistance, for which he received
first seven dollars and later ten dollars a mo!l.tb,
his wages going to his parents. At th~ age of
seventeen he left home and came to Ontario,
locating among strangers, in Mersea t ownship.
He soon fonnd employment with John Hook~r,
cutting timber during the winter season !l.nd
doing farm work in the summer time, being
paid ten dollars during the latter season and
fifteen while in the woods in the winter. He
continued to labor thus until 1866, when he settled down to farming. He married Frances Ann
Smith, and together they started in as farmers
on her father 's farm, consisting of a tract of
seventy-five acres, partially cleared. H ere Mr.
Furey has been located ever since, engaged in
general farming and stock raising. He has made
many substantial improvements here, has cleared
up the land and put it under cultivation, and
has added fifty acres in Concession 8, on which
his son John is located. Mr. Furey has been
an industrious man since boyhood and has accumulated a comfortable property. He has
always taken an interest in his township and
county 'and has approved of all enterprises
which his judgment decided would be of benefit
to the locality. I n politics a stanch Conservative, he has been that party's choice for local
offices, and is now serving in his second year as
township councilor. He was first elected in 1903
and was re-elected in 1904, this being a proper
testimonial to his popularity and efficient service. He has been a strong advocate of marsh
drainage, which, in Mersea, is an important
measure. I n educational matters he has also
shown decided interest, and for a long time was
school trustee of school section No. 6.
Mr. Furey and his family all belong to the
Methodist Church. Fraternally he is associated
with the L. 0. A., !meson Lodge, of which he
was one of the first organizers and members.
For four years he was a member of the Prince
of Wales Lodge, of which he was organizer and
first master, and has also been master of ! meson
Lodge. He has always taken a deep interest in
the aims of this organization and has done his
best to promote its extension and influence. Mr.
Furey was one of the earliest members as well
as one of the organizers of the Mersea Township
Agricultural Society.
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Mrs. Furey was a daughter of Thomas Smith.
Her death, in 1886, caused grief to a large f amily and a wide circle of friends. She was a
valued member of the church at Romney, and
was buried in Lakeview cemetery, in Romney
township. Children as follows were born to
Mr. Furey and his wife : Eliza Jane, wife of
Oliver N. Hyatt, resides in Romney township,·
and has five children; :i\1ary Maretta, wife of
Isaac G. Hodgson, resides in Romney township;
J ohn, a farmer in :Merse& township, married
Elsie J. Getty, and has three sons; Miss Annie L., is at home; Lewis C. and Alberta are
twins; the former married Adeline M. Colvin,
livelil on the old homestead, and has one son; the
latter married Rudolph Smith, of Romney township, County of Kent, · and bas three cbildr t!n;
Emma married William Thompson, of Men·la
township, and bas one daughter; William Allen
is a land owner in Alberta, Northwest Territory.
JAMES ALVIN CLARKE, a farmer of the
4th Concession, Lot 8, in Anderdon, was born on
the River Front in A.Dderdon April 1, 1856, son
of Alexander and Catherine (Clarke) Clarke,
and is a member of one of the old pioneer families of the County oi Essex.
Thomas Alexa~der Clarike, his grandfather;
was born at Fort P itt (now Pittsburg), Pennsylvania, and came to Canada with his uncle, Col.
Thomas McKee, who was a U. E . Loyalist, after
the close of the American Revolutionary war.
:Mr. Clark& subsequently became an officer in
the Indian Department, becoming identified with
the Wyandotte Nation, served through the war
of 1812-14, in command of a company of militia.
He died on the old Clarke homestead in 1841.
Alexander Clarke, father of James A., was
born in Essex County in 1800, and his wife was
born in 1\·Icrsea, in the same county, daughter of
J ohn Clarke, who was born in Scotland and settled in Gosfield township at a very early day.
Alexander Clarke grew up among the Indians
and in time became chief of the Wyandotte Nation. He was in the Rebellion of Canada in
1836-37, and afterward settled on the old Clarke
homestead, where he passed the retnainder of
his days. He and his wife both died at this
home, he is 1876, she in 1857. They left four
sons and five daughters, of whom (1) George,
the eldest, born at the old homestead, married
Miss Sarah Papst, of Amherstburg, and they now
reside in Detroit. They have two children, Gertrude and May. ( 2) Alexander married Miss
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lola Papst, of Anderdon; and they now reside
in Detroit. They have four children, Mabel,
J essie (Mrs. Dewey), Lottie (Mrs. Duval), and
George (of Detroit). (3) John F., born in Anderdon, married :Miss Maggie Parker, of Chatham; t hey reside in Detroit, where he is in
business. ( 4) Mary, born in Anderdon, died in
girlhood. (5) Charlotte, born in Anderdon,
married Byron :Marsh and settled in New York
State, where her husband was born. She died
there, leaving four children, Maud, Josephine
Ralph and :Mary. ( 6) Almyra is the wife of
William Teyon of Detroit. (7) J ames Alvin
is our subject.
James Alvin Clarke grew up at the old homestead and received a district school education.
When twelve years old he commenced work on
the lakes and continued in that employment
eight years. In 1873 he engaged in driving cattle on a ranch lying both in Texas and Kansas,
where he worked for f our years. In 1878 Mr.
Clarke returned to Canada, where he married
Miss Alice Richards, who was born in Anderdon
in 1861, daughter of Francis and Jane Richards
and a member of one of the old French f amiliei
who came from Montreal and located in Anderdon among the early settlers of the county. Her
father is still living in Detroit. Mr. Clarke and
his wife settled on their pre:>ent home, which
was then all bush land and a part of the Indian
Reservation. The :first bouse was a log cabin,
built by· Mr. Clarke himself. He cleared up a
large farm, and also put up a barn and other
buildings, doing the principal part of the work
with his own hands. In 1882 he erected his present home, a fine frame house. To J. Alvin and
Alice Clarke came one son and two daughters :
(1) Ora May, born in 181:13, is the wife of Eli
Charette, a farmer of Anderdon, where they
reside on the 7th Concession. They have one
daughter, Veda. (2) J ames A., born in 1885,
was educated at home, where he still.resides.
( 3) Edith was born in 1890.
Politically Mr. Clarke has always supported
the policy of the old Reform party. While int erested in politics he has taken no active part
in publio life further than to fill the position of
school trustee of Anderdon for fourteen years.
Religiously he is connected with the Methodist
Church, where his father was a local minister
for many years. M:r. Clarke is one of the selfmad~ pioneer farmers of the I ndian Reservation, .
having started in life without a dollar. He is a
man highly esteemed by all who know him for
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Governor of the State of :Massachusetts. An excellent statue of him in bronze stands in Dock
Square, Boston.
(V) Joseph Adams was born in Boston, Oct.
JOSHUA ADAl\lS, a prosperous farmer of 29, 1728. His wife's name is unknown. Edward
the township of Gosfield South, represents an Adams, his son, was born in Connecticut, in
old family of Colchester, and he is descended 1755, and married a :Miss Craig. His children
from the same family as John Adams and John . were: Edward, Eleven, Joshua and Rose Craig.
(III) Joseph Adams (2), born Oct. or Dec.
Quincy Adams, presidents of the United State~
of America. 'l'he first ancestor of the Adams 24, 1654, in Braintree, married, Feb. 20, 1682,
Mary Chapin, born Aug. 27, 1662. She died,
family on this side of the Atlantic. was
(I) Henry Adams, of "Mount Wollastan," June 14, 1687, and he married (second) in 1688,
(later-1640-incorporated as the town o£ Hannah Bass, daughter of John and Ruth (AlBraintree, Massachusetts).
He is believed to den) Bass, born June 22, 1667, who died Oct. 24,
have arrived in Boston with his wife (name un· 1705. J\lr. Adams married for his ·third wife.
known), eight sons, and a daughter, in 1632-33, Elizabeth Hobart, who died F'eb. 13, 1739.
and he died in Braintree, Oct. 6, 1646. lie is be· was selectman in Braintree in 1673, and in -1698lieved to have come from Braintree, County of 99. He died in Braintree, Feb. 12, 1736-37. He
Essex, England. His sons were : Henry, Thomas, served in the war with the Indians in 1696. His
Samuel, Jonathan, Peter, John, Joseph and Edt- children were : Mary and Abigail (by first wife),
Joseph, John, Samuel, Josiah, Hannah, Ruth, ·
ward.
.
.
(II) Joseph Adams, born in 1626, in Eng. Bethia and Ebenezer (by second wife), and
land, married in.Braintree, Massachusetts, Nov. Caleb (by third wife).
(IV) Deacon John Adams, born in Brai~tree,
26, 1!.650, Abigail Baxter, daughter of Gregory
' a'ud Margaret (Paddy) Baxter, of Boston·. Feb. 8, 1691-92, married Oct. 31, 1734, Susannah
Mr. . Adams was a maltster; freeman, in Boylston, daughter of Peter and Ann (White)
1663; selectman, in 1673; and ·died in Boylston, of Brooklyn, who ·was born March 5,
Braintree, Massachusetts, ·Dec. 6, i694. His 1699, and died April 17, 1797.· Mr. Adams wa~
wife died in Boston, .Aug. 27, 1692, aged a cordwainer and farmer, and resided in what
fifty-eight. Their c},lildren were: Hannah, J os- is now Quincy, Massachusetts. He died May 25.
eph, John, Abigaili John (2), Bethia, Mary: 1761, aged sixty-nine. His children were: John;
Saml1el, Mary (2), Peter, Jonathan and Mehit- Peter and Elihu.
(V) Hon. John Adams (second president of
abel. Our subject traces his ancestry from Joh11
the United States), born Oct. 19, 1735~ in Brain(2), of this family. .
(III) John Adams (2), born in Braintree, tree, Massachusetts, married Feb. 24, or Oct. 25,
Dec. 20, 1661, was a sea captain and merchant. 1764, Abigail Smith, born Nov. 23, 1744, daughHe married Hannah Web.b, a!ld their children ter of Rev. William and Elizabeth (Quincy)
were: Hannah, John, Samuel and Abijah. By Smith, of Weymouth, Massachusetts. She died
his second wife, Hannah Chickley, he had chil- Oct. 28, 1818, aged seventy-four. Their children
dren: J osepb, 1\Iary, Bethia, Thomas ·and Abi- · were: Abigail, JohJ?- Quincy, Susanna, Charles
an.d Thomas.
gaiL .
·
(VI ) lion. John Quincy Adams, president
(IV) Samuel Adams, born in Boston, May
6, 1689, married Mary Fifield. He owned a fine of the United States, born in Braintree, July 11,
mansion, was the. justice of the peace, deacon of 1767, married July 26, 1797, Louisa Catherine
the church, selectman, member of the Legisla- Johnson, daughter of Joshua Johnson, Esq., of
ture, and prominent as a leader. in politics and Maryland. She died in 1852. Children: George
business. He died March 8, 1747. His children W., who died unmarried; John, who ma~ried his
were: Richard, Mary, Hannah, l-Ion. Samuel, cousin, Mary Helen; l-Ion. Charles Francis, who
J ~hn, John, Joseph, Abigail, Thomas, Sarah, married Abigail Brooks; and Louisa.
. (VII) Joshua Adams, father of the gentle·
Abigail and Mehitable. Of these Ron: Samuel
was educated in the .Boston Latin School and man whose name opens these lines, as will be
H~~;~ard College, was a delega~e to the.first. Col)- seen, was a cousin -(but not a first cousin) . of
John Quincy Adams. He was born in Philadel·
tinent~l Congress, 1774, was a signer o£ the' D~
claration of Independence in.1776, and served I!IS phia, Nov. 4, 1784, and as a young man resided
his kindly disposition and good citizenship, and
no man in the community holds a better record
for usefulness than he.
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in Pennsylvania and Maryland. He served in
the. American war of 1812, came to Detroit, was
discharged there, and was afterward awarded
a bounty of 200 acres of land, but, failing to give
the name of the captain under whom he served,
never received it. In 1814 he came to the County of Essex, Ontario, and located in the Iler settlement, Colchester to,vnship. lie was a shoe·
maker by trade, and there followed that occupation, also purchasing a small tract of land,
which he farmed in his spare moments from his
shoemaking, working hard. Although he labored
so incessantly, he lived to be seventy-two years
of age, and died upon his farm. lie married
Elizabeth, widow of J ohn Buchannan, and daughter of J oseph Quick, one of the pioneers of t he
County of Essex. When a child Miss Quick was
captured by a band of Wyandotte Indians, and
taken to their village on the Maumee river, in
Ohio. There she was kept seven years, when she
was sold to the French at Detroit. Her f ather
bought her from the French, paying $80 for her
and her mother. Some two years later the family moved to Colchester. Mrs. Adams' death occurred when she was seventy-two years of age,
and she and her husband, J oshua, were buried in
the Iler cemetery. The children born of this
union were: Mary (deceased) married John
Ulch, also deceased; Matthew married Hannah
McCormic; Uretta (deceased) married J ohn
W oodewiss,. also deceased; J oshua married Clarissa Jane Scratch ; Ann Louisa married Rev.
Alexander Scratch, of Leamington.
·
(VIII) Joshua Adams was born in Colchester, April 15, 1826, and there grew to maturity,
receiving but a limited education, as t here were
no public schools at that t ime. He attended for
a short period the private school conducted by
Robert Thompson. While in Gosfield he married,
June 4, 1848, Miss Clarissa Jane Scratch, who
was born in Gosfield, Aug. 10, 1828, and who
died J une 23, 1900. About the time of t he marriage Mr. Adams settled in Gosfield South on the
farm he now owns, which is a fifty-acre tract.
When he settled upon the property there were
only nine or ten acres cleared, but he has placed
it all under cultivation. Until 1872 the family
lived in the primitive log house he first erected,
moving then into a substantial brick house, in
which they now reside. The brick for this structure was made on the lake front.
:M:r. Adams has devote-:] most of his life to
farming, having been in the brick business three
years, and in the timber business one year, and
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is now enjoying a well-earned leisure as a reward
for his patient industry. He is a Conservative
in politics, but has never sought public preferment. For nine years he served as a school trustee. He is a member of the Methodist Church
at Kingsville, and liberally supports that denomination. He is a member of the Orange Lodge
at Kingsville. Mr. and Mrs. Adams had the following children: (1) Isabella was born Aug. 15,
1850, and became the wife of Rev. Albert R.
Rich, D. D.., who is presiding elder over a central Clarion District of the Erie Conference,
also scct·etary of that Conference, and ref.ides
at DuBois, Pennsylvania. Children as follows
have been born to 1\ir . and Mrs. Rich: Joshua ,
Albert died at the age of four years. John
Street Russell graduated at the Drew Theological Seminary, at Madison, New Jersey, and
is a Methodist minister of the Erie Conference;
he married E letha McConnell, and has one
daughter, 1\Iary I sabella. Claribellc Susanna
graduated at Grove City College, Grove City,
Pennsylvania. Paul Adams died when six
months old. Henry Lloyd Edgerton ill at Grove
City College. (2) Mary Elizabeth, born Jan.
28, 1857, is at home. She has devoted much of
her time to Sunday School work, having been a
teacher in the Methodist Church at Kingsville
for fifteen years. (3) Esther, born Nov. 21,
1859, married P rof. Archibald G. Adams,
Osteopathic Physician, and resides at London,
Ont. 'fheir children are Enid J ane (who is at
Harding III!.ll, ladies' college), and Prosper A.
G. (who is at Harding Hall, private school, London, Ontario).

..
1

L. L. BARBER, general merchant of E ssex,
County Essex, and one of the most prominent
men of that city, was born in Cazenovia, Madi·
son County, New York, Feb. 22, 1855, a son of
Amos and Elizabeth (Graham) Barber, the
former of whom was a pioneer manufacturer.
Amos Barber was of English parentage and
was a soldier in the English army for five years
before coming to America. While in the service
he married. In 1845 he came to New York, bringing t\vo sons and l eaving his wife and five children in Yorkshire, England. Landing in New
York without a dollar in his pocket, Mr. Barber
found himself in a difficult position with his
two sons to support. However, he found work .
in a spinning factory, and there he literally
worked night and day to earn the means to bring
his wi fe and the rest of his family to ~ew York.
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In six months he was able to provide sufficient,
and the remainder of the little family came
over in a sailing-vessel, landing in New York.
Later 111r. Barber made a permanent home at
l\Iontour Falls, Schuyler County, New York,
purchasing a woolen mill, and manufacturing
woolen goods for fourteen years, until his plant
was destroyed by fire, in 1880. lie then moved
to Port Elgiu, County of Bruce, Ont., where he
again erected a woolen mill, which is still operated by U. G. Barber, one of ,his sons. After ten
years he retired with his wife to Cortland, New
York, where they resided until they died; the
mother in 1895, aged seventy-eight, and the
father in 1898, aged eighty-two. Religiously
they were Baptists. Politically :M:r. Barber was
a strong Republican while residing in the States.
The children born to -their union, besides L. L.
Barber, were as follows : Sarah, born in Ireland,
married J. S. Larabee, of Cortland, New York,
and has three children, George, Harriet and
1\Iason. Harriet, born in Ireland, died when
twelve years of age. Alfred born in England,
was one of the sons to come with his ·father to
New York, and there learned the trade of wooldyer ; his first wife- was Elizabeth Brown, of
Auburn, New York, by whom he had one child,
Mattie, now deceased, and his second wife ·was
Nellie Disbrow, of Newark, New Jersey, where
he settled and died in 1899, leaving his wife and
one- daughter, Ida, now :Mrs; Fleming,. of New
Jersey. Manfred G., born in England, was the
other son who came with the . father to New
York, and as soon 8!1 he was able began work in
the woolen mill owned by his father, helping to
support the family; he married Jennie Rodgers,
of Thompsonville, Connecticut, and settled at
:Montour Falls, where he remained some years,
finally coming \vith his father to County Bruce,
Ont., where he is still living, operating the mill,
as before stated; his children are : Frank, :May
and Manfred. Lena, born in England, was reared in New York State, there marrying Joseph
Brook, who was born in England, and reared in
New York State, and they now reside in Simcoe,
County . Norfolk, Ont., \vhere he owns a
large woolen mill; their children are Eva (married William Donley, of Simcoe, now of
Mexico City, Mexico), Emma (married
H. · B. Donley, editor of . the Norfolk Reformer, of Simcoe), . Fred (of Simcoe), and
Harry (of Simcoe). Alexander, born in England, enlisted at the age of eighteen years in
one of the New York regiments, and served in

the Civil war until he was killed, at Spottsylvania. Joseph E., born in England, was the
baby of the family when his mother came to
New York, and he was trained from boyhood to
work in the woolen mill; he married J<lsie Brink,
of New York, and they reside at Montour Falls,
New York ·(they bav~ no living children).
Charles H., born in Auburn, New York, when a
young man moved to Chicago, married, and settled in business; he has no family. Edward,
born in New York, married :Miss Mary Pratt,
of Montour Falls, Ne'v York, and settled at
Port Elgin, Ont., where she died leaving a
daughter, Lena, now the wife of Daniel Ross,
of Elmira, New York. Emma, born in New
York State, the youngest in the family, became
the wife of Peter Tillman, of Rahway, New J ersey, where they reside; they have three children.
L. L. Barber was the tenth child and seventh
son in his father's family, and he was born in
Madison County, New York, as before stated.
He received a district school education, attending until he was fifteen years of age, when he
entered the woolen mills with · his father and
there worked until twenty-one years of age. . In
1876 he went to Blackstone, Massachusetts, to
learn the art of wool dyeing, and followed that
trade both there and in Rhode I sland, where ·he ·
later moved.
.
On Nov. 8, 1876, Mr. Barber married :Miss
Laura L. Patchen, who was born· in Schuyler
County, · New York, Nov. 9, 1856, daughter of
Dr. L. W. Patchen,-one of the prominent physicians · of Montour Falls. Remaining in Rhode
Island for some two years, he then· removed to
Uxbridge,. Massachusetts, still working at his
trade, and in 1882 he settled in Raritan, New
Jersey, but after two years removed to Simcoe,
Ont., there working as superintendent of the
Simcoe Woolen Co., of: which he was a stockholder. After one year at Simcoe he moved to'
New Hamburg, Ont., where he rented a woolen
mill which he operated for one year. He then
engaged in mercantile ·business at Wroxeter,
County Huron, and after four years thus engaged settled at Wingham, same county, still carrying on his mercantile business: · Later ·still' he· ·
pursued the same calling in County Bruce for
four years, and from there moved to Cayuga,
County· Haldimand, Ont., and was one of the
successful merchants of that place for n·ine years.·
In 1899 he located in Essex, County Essex, and
started a· general store. After coming to Essex,
he purchased the handsome property or J ohn
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Milne, on 'l'albot Street, one of the most beautiful
residences in western Ontario, a large brick
structure, with all modern improvements, including steam heat and electric lights, and surrounded by large and carefully cultivated
grounds. 'l'he boundary line is marked by a
handsome hedge. The concrete walks, ornamental trees and shrubs, as well as the wealth of
flowers, all add to the real artistic beauty of
the premises, and make Mr. Barber's home one
of the show places of County Essex.
· Two s6ns were born to Mr. and Mrs. Barber ;
Harry A., born in Rhode Island in August, 1877,
graduated from high school, has worked in his
father's store, and is now one of the successful
merchants of Harrow, County Essex. He married Miss Grace Wigle, a daughter of one of the
pioneers of Canada. The second son, L. Earl,
was born in Raritan, New Jersey, in April, 1883,·
is a very intelligent young man, and is engaged
as a clerk in his father's store, being in charge
of the various departments. Both young men
are the pride of their parents' hearts, and well
worthy of their bright prospects in the business
world.
Politically Mr. Barber is a Conservative, but
has never sought public office. Religiously he
attends the Presbyterian Church, and is very
liberal in his subscriptions to it, although much
of his charity ill of the kind known only to the
one who receives, the donor forgetting literally
the good he accomplishes with his money, and
which is not lessened by his ready sympathy
and kindly word and smile. He believes in trying to make others happy as well as good, and
never· hesitates in his own endeavors to carry
out his belief. Fraternally Mr. Barber is a
member of the Masonic Order, and has been
since coming to Canada. He is also interested
in the orders of United Workmen and Foresters.
Mr. Barber is one of the representative men
of his community, and bas firmly established himseli in the· confidence of bis fello,v-citizens and
business associates, as well as in the affections
of his warm personal friends, of whom he has
many, through the steadfast adherence to those
fine qualities taught him by a good father and
gentle mother. Thorough honesty in all his
dealings, and a · fum grasp of business details
have brought him honor as well as success. His
own sons have, been reared in the same manner,
and the name of Barber is associated with some
of the most extensive and important interests of
County Essex. The good accomplished by those
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bearing the name, including the cultivated mother and daughter-in-law, cannot be estimated.
Suffice to say that there are hundreds to rise up
and call them blessed, and thousands who are
proud to call one or more of them friend.
ANDREW F UL:JIER, collector of the to'vnship of Gosfield South, County of Essex, residing
at Ruthven, is a thrifty farmer of that locality,
and a member of a pioneer family.
(I. ) Grandfather John Casper Fulmer, an
only son of John ~,ulmer, was born i~ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He enlisted in Gen.
Wayne's army, and participated in the battle of
Lundy's Lane. While acting as dispatch carrier,
upon one occasion, he walked 104 miles in one
day. Upon coming to the County of· Essex he
first located in l\Iersea township, Concession 1,
and later moved further north, to Concession 3,
owning 700 acres at one time. His death occurred in 1840, and he was buried on the farm he
owned. He married Margaret A. Fox, a daughter of Philip and Catherine Fox, and the family
born to them was as follows: Catherine married
John Lebeau, and lived in 1\fersea; Peggy married James Stewart, and lived in Mersea; Ju.dith
married John Earley, o£ Rockford, Illinois;
Elizabeth married Thomas Fox, and lived in
Mersea; Susan married John Tofflemire, and lived in Amherstburg; J ohn married Betty Wilkin- ·
son, and lived on· the homestead; Adam married
Barbara l::>tewart, and lived in Gosfield ;· George ·
married Eliza l\f6ody, and lived in ·colchester;
Henry married Rachel Wilkinson, and lived on ·8 ·
portion of the homestead; Polly married Thomas
Whittle, and moved to Salt Lake City, Utah.
(II.) Adam Fulmer was born in Essex
County, Sept. 9, 1809, and at the age of sixteen
years took up a government lot at North Ridge,
he being one of the first settlers in that wild
region. He built a cabin with one door and a
window, and this was his home for fourteen
years. The family then moved to a farm on the
present site of Kingsville, and there Adam Fulmer continued farming until 1847, when he re- ·
moved to another farm in Section 4, there re- ·
maining for several years. He then came to reside with our subject. His death occurred in ·
Gosfield July 19, 1881, while he was on a visit
to his son Michael, in Union. When only nineteen years of age be married Barbara Stewart,
who was born Nov. 4, 1813, and who died Feb.
5, 1894. The children of this marriage were as
f ollows: John, born Jan. 15, 1832, married Mrs. ·
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Sarah Long, and died in Kansas, aged fifty-two
years; J oseph, born Nov. 3, 1833, went to Californ ia during the great gold fever; Mary Ann,
born Dec. 8, 1835, is the widow of Henry Ryan
Scratch; Sarah Jane, born Nov. 29, 1838, lives
in Mersea, the wife of Oliver Scratch; Stephen
l'vf., born Aug. 18, 1840, is unmarried; Charles,
born June 13, 1842, died from wounds received
as a soldier in the battle of Gettysburg, July 4,
1863, his death occurring J uly 26, and he was
buried at Gettysburg; Andrew, born Aug. 20,
1844, is mentioned below; George, born March
11, 1847, died of smallpox at the age of fifteen
years; Josephine, born April 26, 1850, married
Lyman Kellogg, of Shelby County, Missouri, and
has seventeen children; l\fichael, born :May 21,
1853, of M:ersea townshi p, married Elizabeth
Dawson; J osiah, born April 29, 1855, married
Keturah Rose, and lives in Gosfield North, on
Talbot Road South.
Andrew Fulmer was born in the township
of Gosfield South, where he grew to manhood,
receiving a rather limited eaucation; he attended
school but one day after he was thirteen years
old. At the age of sixteen years he began t o
provide for himself, working as a farm laborer,
I n 1871 he was given the nucleus of his present
place, thirty acres, all wild and uninviting. H owever, the brave young spirit was not daunted,
and by hard work Mr. F ulmer finally cleared it
and placed the land under cultivation. Tie has
added ninety-five ac~es~ and erected substantial
frame buildings. Mr. F ulmer is a Conservative
in politics, but does not take an active part in
local affairs, although he is well posted on all
such matters, being an extensive reader. He is
the present collector of the township, serving
his sixth consecutive term. He and his family
attend the Ruthven Methodist Church, of which
they are members. Mr. Fulmer has long been
a class-leader and trustee, having devoted himself ardently to church l'latters for many years.
Socially he is a Mason and Forester, uniting
with t he bodies at Kingsville, and is very popular in both lodges. I n 1895 Mr. Fulmer visited
in Missouri and Kansas, greatly enjoying his
trip, and was very much interested in conditions
be found prevailing in the States.
.
On Dec. 31, 1874, :Mr. Fulmer married Sarah
Martin, who was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and was but nine months old when brought
across the ocean by her parents, John and Jane
(Montgomery) Martin. Mr. and Mrs. Fulmer
have had the following family: John Adams,

born Jan. 9, 1876, resides at East St. Louis;
Andrew Leeson, born 1\lay 5, 1878, married
Eliza Lintner, of Colchester South, and they
have one child, l3ertha Lolita; Hugh Leaman,
born Oct. 29, 1880, is a graduate of the agricultural college of Guelph, Ont., class of 1904, and
has taken the honors of l3. S. A.; Sarah Jane,
born Oct. 27, 1883, is at home; Walter Martin,
born July 16, 1887, is at home.
John Martin, father of Mrs. Fulmer, was
born in May, 1822. He brought his family to
the County of Essex in 1868, locating in Mersea
tovmship, where he purchased fifty acres of land
·at $9 an acre. Ther e t he wife and mother died
May 6, 1904, aged seventy-nine years, and since
then Mr. Martin has made his home with Mrs.
Fulmer, his only child. I n politics he is a Conservative, and in religion a Presbyterian.
CAPT. JOilli DEAN SULLI VAN was
born Aug. 14, 1825, at Cape Vincent, N. Y., and
is of I rish-English extraction. The first of the
family of whom any authentic data are found
is Maurice Sullivan, t he Captain's father, who
was born in Ireland about 1785, and in 1813
came to America with the 37th Regiment to
participate in the War of 1812-15. As their
services were not required, and the struggle ended, they were disbanded, and :Maurice Sullivan
remained on this side of the Atlantic. H e was
a tailor by occupation, and f ollowed that trade
exclusively until he went over to New ' York
State in 1824, after which he also engaged in
agricultural pursuits. I n 1837 he removed from
New York to Cleveland, Ohio, and in 1839 ~ent
to P ennsylvania, wher e he passed the remainder
of his days, dying in 1854. Mr. Sullivan married Ann Helferich, a native of t he Isle of
Wight, who was the eldest of the seventeen
children of John H elferich, one of the earliest
residents of Detroit, Michigan. Our subject was
the only child of his parents.
Capt. Sullivan lived but a short time at his
birthplace, t he f amily moving t hence to Point
P eninsula, New York, and thence to Sacket
Harbor, in the public and private schools of
which places he received his education.
In
September, 1837, his mother brought him to Detroit, and he has since made his home there and
at Windsor. At an early age he displayed a
desire for marine life, t o which he has since devoted his time and attention with little exception. When but twelve years old he w~nt on a
small vessel called the "Swan," running from '
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Point Peninsula to Sacket Harbor. Soon afterward he entered a grocery store at Windsor,
and there remained during the Patriot war, after w·hich he resumed marine work. He shipped
before the mast on the brig ''John Dougall,''
and after serving a part of the season in that
position returned to Point Peninsula, where he
was employed some time in the shipyard of Asa
Wilcox. In the fall of the same year (1840)
he took charge of the schooner "Eclipse" for a
short time, and in the spring went on the '' Asa
Wilcox,'' before the mast, remaining throughout
the season. For two seasons following he remained on shore, and then bought some land near
Point Pelee, where he spent the winter. Coming
to Amherstburg in the spring of 1843, he shipped
f rom that port on the schooner "Mariner," of
Kingston, Ont., as able seaman. This vessel
was engaged in taking troops along the Canadian coast to their different destinations, after
the close of the Rebellion in Canada.
After
leaving this boat our subject returned to Sacket
Harbor and went on the schooner "Cambridge,"
on which he remained one year. In the fall be
entered the employ of J. W. Strong, of Monroe,
Michigan, who was engaged in dredging the
channels to the lake. He was employed a short
time as wheelman on the steamer "Gen. McComb,'' running between Detroit and Toledo,
and in the year succeeding sailed on the schooners "Mohawk," "Michael Dourman," and
"Chapman," as able seaman. IIis next birth
was that of seaman on the brig "Crispin," upon
which he was made second mate the same year,
and in 1847 he took the position of mate, rising
to a command before the close of the season.
The same year the Northwest I nsurance Company sent him to Lake Huron to repair the brig
"Orleans" and return her to her o·wners. In
1848 he sailed the ''Crispin,'' and in 1849 sail·
ed the schooner ' ' Alvin Clark,'' both of Detroit.
In 1850 Capt. Sullivan conducted a grocery and
provision store in Detroit. In 1851 he was sent
by insurance companies to Kingston to repair the
"Orleans," sailed her for one season, and then
sold her in Milwaukee. I n the fall of 1851 he
went to Cleveland as coal purchaser, and the following season took command of the ''Alvin
Clark,'' \thich he retained two years, during
that time bringing the first locomotive used on
the Great Western Railway, which he landed at
Baptist Creek, on the River Thames, Dec. 21
1852; he received $700 for her transportation
from Buffalo.
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In 1854 Capt. Sullivan went on the brig
"1\Iohegan," which was engaged in carrying the
first stone used in the construction of the Sault
Ste. l\Iarie Canal. During the same season he
spent some time on the brig ''Portland,'' and
in 1855 bought an interest in the propeller' 'Hercules," which he sailed for several years. With
this boat, in 1856, he was engaged in carrying
freight across the Detroit river. The same year
he had a contract to carry the stone used in
building the branch of the Grand Trunk Railroad between Detroit and Port Huron. In 1857
he did the ferrying for the Great Western Railroad. In 1858 he was in command of the steamer "Gore," towing. The year after, in Detroit,
he was given the position of stock agent for the
Great Western railroad. In the winter of 1860
he took charge of the side-wheel steamer "Transit," remaining on her until 1864, when he went
on the steamer ''Union.'' For two years be was
engaged in looki ng after the repairs on that
boat and the building of the steamer ''Great
Western," going upon the latter J an. 1, 1867,
and remaining as master until 1871. I n that
year the Captain was appointed superintendent
of ferries, and he looked after the construction
of the steamer "Saginaw," in 1872; the "Transit" in 1873; and the "Michigan'' in 1874. He
remained in this position until 1881, when he
was appointed superintendent of the Detroit,
Belle Isle & Windsor Ferry Company, retaining that incumbency until 1884. He then went
on the steamer "Lansdowne," a ferry operated
by the Grand Trunk railroad, acting as master
on her until J uly 1, 1896.
As may be seen, Capt. Sullivan has had a
very wide experience in all marine · affairs on
the Great Lakes, and has gained a thorough
knowledge of his calling in its several depart·
meats. He now holds a certificate of the old
Board of Lake Underwriters of Buffalo, dated
1856, and signed by Helfenstein, Dobbins, Dorr
and others. lie also holds the International
Underwriters' certificate, 1859, presented to him
by the Board of Underwriters before t he licensed
certificates for masters and engineers were
granted on .the Lakes. For several years after
retiring from the command of the steamer
"I,ansdowne," G. T. R., he was agent at Windsor for the London Guarantee & Accident Company, of England, whose main office for Canada
is at Toronto.
Capt. Sullivan was married Dec. 22; 1847,
to l\Iiss Charlotte C. Westaway, a sister of John
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A. Westaway, who is at present superintendent
of mechanical work in the l\Iichigan Central
Ferry Department. Five children have blessed
this union: Caroline Elizabeth (first) married
J . A. J ohnston, and after his death became the
wife of Alexander Gillian, of London, Ont.
Mary A. became t he wife of D. T. Smith, <>f
Windsor, and both are now deceased. J ohn William is a marine engineer. Charles Albert also
spent several years of his life as a marine engineer. Addie D., now deceased, was the first
wife of Alexander Gillian, of London, Ontario.
Mrs. Sullivan was a daughter of William
Westaway, and granddaughter of William and
Elizabeth (Yeo) Wcstaway, natives of England.
Her grandfather died in '1835, in Sandwich,
Ont., and her grandmother died in Detroit,
Michigan. Mrs. Sullivan's father was born in·
1806, in England, where he married Miss Charity
Badge. They came to Canada in 1832, settlin g
in Sandwich, Ont., where he followed gardening '
until his death. Mr. and Mrs. Westaway had a
family of ten children, the two eldest born in
England, the others in Sandwich, namely: ·Charlotte C. (Mrs. Sullivan), Elizabeth, Mary, William, J ohn A., Emma, Ann, Arabella, Jerry and
James. All these children, except Arabella, married and moved from Sandwich.
Mrs. Charlotte C. (Westaway) Sullivan, a£.
tet' a two-years' sickness, died July n; 1904, in
her seventy-sixth year, thus closing a happy
married life of nearly · fifty-seven years. Capt. ·
Sullivan has satisfactorily arranged his Windsor
property, and moved to London to live with his
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 1\irs. Alexander Gillian, at No. · 502 Waterloo Street.
Through his mother Capt. Sullivan is descended from John Helferich, her father, who
was one of the early ·residents of Detroit, and
whose descendants have formed what is known as
the Helferich Associatio-n which meets annually.
:At the last reunion (the third) J1,1ne 22, 1901,
which was held at Belle Isle Park, Detroit, ove1:
sixty were present, of whom Capt. Sullivan was
the el dest. He delivered a short address on .that
occasion, and at the election of officers for the
.ensuing year was chosen vice-president.
HAROLD BROWNING. F or the past
years I_Iarold Browning's interests have
been connected with those of the Canadian Paci, fie Railroad, in which great corporation he holds
the responsible position of cashier and chief
clerk at Windsor.
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'l'he Drowning family is of English extraction, and the name is one neld in high repute
across the water. The grandparents of Mr.
Browning of Windsor were Brian and Catherine
Browning, most highly esteemed residents of
their native English county, where they reared
four sons, bearing the names of: George, Charles,
Henry and Edward. ·
Edward Browning was· born June 28, 1816,
in England, and followed the profession of architecture. I u 1850 he married Louisa Ann, the
second and only surviving daughter <>f Charles
Neale and Mary Anne Fox, who was born at
Stamford, Lincolnshire, and still r esides in England. M:r. Browning passed away April14, 1882.
His family consisted of the following named
children: Arthur Edward, Edith and Herbert
Edward, deceased; Jessie, who died in 1889, wife
of Rev. Charles Prettyman Apthorp, a son of
G. F. Apthorp, :Minor Canon of Lincoln Cathedral; Edith, who is the wife of Richard F ord
Winch, a son of W. F. Winch, Esq.; of Granbrook, County of Kent, E ngland; Evelyn, who
is deceased; Arthur, an insurance broker of
Quebec, in Montreal ; Dr. Edgar, a prominent
physician of Montreal ; Maude Louise, who married Frederick Winch, a brother of Richard
Winch; the Rev. Bryan Fox, who is rector at
Attleborough, Warwickshire, England ; H arold,
who is the family's representative in Windsor;
Reginald, who is interpreter for an American
Oil Co., in France; Miss Evelyn Gertrude, ' vho
resides. in England with her mother ; and Eustace, who is established as a civil engineer at
Reading, near London, E ngland.
Harold Browning was born Dec. 2, 1864, in
England, and there was caref ully educated until
the age of sixteen years, when ambition •and a
laudable spirit of adventure made him secure a
position on Her Majesty's ship "Worcester,"
which experience he supplemented by t wo year s
in the merchant service between London and
Australia, on the fast clipper lines. In 1882,
experienced and traveled, with mind broadened
far beyond his years, he decided to see something
of the beauties and advantages of Canada, and
accordingly joined his brother at Montreal, soon
after accompanying Col. Faithorne to the shores
of Lake Huron, where he r emained until 1883.
Removing then to Winnipeg, he accepted a posi:
tion with the Canadian P acific Railroad Co.,
four years later being transferred to Toronto,
where he remained for four more years, and then
went for five and one-half years to Orangeville,
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Ont. The next four yeat·s kept him busily en·
gaged at Londen, and in November, 1901, he lo·
cated at Windsor, in his present most responsible
position.
Mr. Browning bas been active in the military
movements in Canada, in 1885 serving in the
Northwest Rebellion, in the 95th 1\fanitoba Grenadiers, under Col. Scott;· be was also for almost
two years connected with the Winnipeg l\lountcd
Infantry School; was acting first lieutenant for
one year in the Winnipeg cavalry, under Capt.
Knight, and took the medal for his services in
the Northwest Rebellion.
On Dec. 21, 1892, M~. Browning was married
to Mary Christina, the third daughter of Thomas
A. Tutty, of Toronto, late of Somersetshire, England. :r.frs. Browning was born in Toronto, where
she had every advantage of education and social
life. One daughter, Edith, was born to this marriage, on Dec. 23, 1894. Mr. and Mrs. Browning are members of the Church of ·England:
Politically be is identified with the Conservative
party, while fraternally he .belongs to the Sons
of England and the A. 0. U. W. His long connection· with the great railroad of Canada. establishes his efficiency as a man of business quali~
fications, while his urbane manner and agreeable
personality make him also a social factor in the
city of his residence.
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THOMAS W . . WEYBURN, whose energy
and thrift have been rewarded by a fine farm
on Concession .10, Colchester North, was born
Oct. 10, 1860, in the County of Elgin, son of
Thomas and Rhoda (Toles) · Weyburn,· and is a
member of one of the old pioneer families of
the County of Elgin.
John Weyburn, grandfather of Thomas W.,
died in England, leaving two sons, Thomas and
William. The latter crossed the ocean and settled in Pennsylvania, where he prospered, finally
died there, and is survived by a son Thomas,
who holds a Government position in the city of
San Francisco, California.
Thomas Weyburn, son of John, was born in
England in 1817. He was only ten years of age
when be crossed the Atlantic, and decided to
make his home in Ontario, locating in the County
of Elgin. He attended night schools and secured
a fair education, in time also learning the milling trade, which he followed until he had accumulated enough means to purchase land from the
Crown. He settled on a wild farm which be
cleared and cultivated, p assing through many
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pioneer hardships. For a long time his nearest
market was St. Thomas, twelve miles distant
from his home. He married Rhoda Toles, who
was born in the County of Elgin in 1829, daughter of Silas and Margara (Kelly) Toles, the
former a native of New York State, the latter
born in Niagara, Canada. 1\[r. Toles came to
Canada as a U. E. Loyalist, served all through
the War of 1812, and was wounded, having a
finger shot off. He was a great hunter, and on
one occasion be and a neighbor, Mr. Dodd, pursued a bear from his orchard to the ''Mansion
House," at what is now the city of St. Thomas.
'!'he bear dashed through the door of the barroom, and after chasing the bar-tender around
the stove j'umped through the window, carrying
the sash on his neck. · Then he went south on
Kettle creek. An Indian joined in the chase
and succeeded in crossing the creek first, shot
the animal dead, and claimed the pelt (for which
he received $3), although the bear bad been
wounded by the others before he reached the
''Mansion House.''
Thomas W eyburn died in 1860, on the farm
to which he had given so much care, leaving a
family that is well and favorably known in the
several localities in which its members have locat-·
ed. Of these children, Thomas W. is the youngest, having been born some months after the
death of his father. The others were as follows:
John, born in 1852, was reared in the County of
Elgin, and in 1883 came to the County of Essex,
now living on the farm which he cleared, in Gasfield North; be married 1\fary Mustard, of the
County of Essex, and has two daughters, Amy
and Alberta. Sarah died at the age of sixteen
years in County Elgin. Mary, born in 1856,
married C. M. Pettit, a harness merchant in the
County of Elgin; having no children, they have
adopted 1\fay and I ra, children of Mrs. Pettit's
sister Arney. Arney, born in 1857, married Samuel Williams, a farmer of E lgin County, and had
five children, two daughters and three sons, Nellie, Thomas, .May, Harley and I ra.
Thomas W. 'Veyburn was reared on a farm
in the County of' Elgin through his school days,
and there learned the harness business, following the same until be became interested in farming. In 1883, after coming to the County of
Essex, he purchased fifty acres of wild land on
Concession 10, Colchester North, but before improving it took a trip through the Western
States with a view of settling either in Nebraska
or Kansas, if he found a more desirable farm
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than his late purchase in Colchester. A close investigation did not encourage him, and he returned to the County of Essex, settled down in
his lumber camp, and went industriously to work
to clear up his farm. While at first it was discouraging work he persevered, and each year
found his ,condition better, and he has never regretted locating as be did. After his marriage
he soon erected large and comfortable buildings
of all kinds and made many improvements. He
owns a farm now equal to any in the township.
On Nov. 30, 1885, Mr. Weyburn married
Miss Carrie E. Zavitz, born Feb. 6, 1863, in
Michigan, daughter of Duncan and Elizabeth
Zavitz, natives of the County of Elgin, where
Mrs. W eyburn was reared. She is the only
daughter of the first marriage of her father, who
still resides in County Elgin. No children being
born to our subject and wife, they have adopted
Harley Williams and Alberta Weyburn, children
of a brother and sister of 1rlr. Weyburn, and
they are being reared as their own. They are
tenderly cared for, are being well educated, and
are growing up promising to reflect credit upon
their training.
Mr. Weyburn is at present one of the councillors of Colchester North. He has filled various
public offices, having been a member of the board
of directors of the Farmers' Institute of the
County of Essex, first ·vice-president of the Colchester North Agricultural Society,.and director
of the County of Essex Fair, and in each and
all his services has been entirely satisfactory.
Both be and his wife are members of the Methodist Church, Mr. W eyburn being a member of
the quarterly board and also Bible class teacher.
.As one of the pioneers of this agricultural section, and as a man who has carved out his own
successful career, Mr. Weyburn deserves the
esteem in which he is held. That his sterling
character is appreciated has been shown by many
marks of popular favor.
After the death of the husband and father,
the mother of Mr. Weyburn married (second)
J eremiah Bailey, of the County of Elgin, and
she, with three children of this marriage, accompanied her sons to County of Essex, where she
died in December, 1902. The three children of
this second marriage were : (1) Margaret married
George Catherwood, of Essex, who served in the
township council five years, and they have six
children, Andrew, Bell, Lena, Rockwell, Harold
and Neil. (2) James settled in the County of
Essex; h e married Elizabeth Ditto, and has had

one · son, Walter, now deceased. (3) Salicia,
born in 1870, in 1886 married John A. Thomas,
one of the most successful farmers of Colchester
South, where he died in October, 1899, leaving
a widow, but no children, four having passed
away in infancy. Mrs. 'l'bomas has taken one
of her sister's daughters, Nellie Williams, as
her own. Mr. 'l' homas for a number of years
was reeve and councillor in Colchester, and
took a leading part in all public affairs.
STEPHEN G. BROOKER, a farmer of the
County of Essex and for the past ten years postmaster at Cottam, Out., is of English birth and
descent, but has been a resident of Canada since
he was eight years old. . His parents were Ste·
phen and Elizabeth (Willmer) Brooker, and he
was born in the County of Kent, England, Jan.
13, 1833.
Stephen Brooker and his wife were both born
in Kent also, he in March, 1807, and she in Feb·
ruary, 1813. In 1841 they came to Canada via
Quebec and Montreal, taking six weeks to make
the voyage, in a sailing-vessel. They settled first
in Lower Canada, then spent two years in New
York State, and then located permanently in
the County of Essex. Always making farming
his occupation, Mr. Brooker bought a ·farm from
E. S. Baldwin, in what is now the town of Essex,
adjoining the property of Mr. Robinson. It
was partly improved, with log buildings already
erected, in which he made his home. He passed
the remainder of his life there, and was killed
in August, 1854, by a runaway team, leaving
his wife with eight children. She continued to live
at the old home until her death,. in 1874. (1)
William Brooker, the eldest son, born in August; 1828, is a retired farmer on Concession 9,
Gosfield North, and was one of the pioneers of
that section of the county. H e married Lodemia
Tryon, of Essex, who died leaving no
family.
(2) Stephen G. was the second
son. (3) John, born in August, 1835, mar- ·
ried 1\Hss Esther Wolf, of Essex. They lived
fi'rst in Gosfield, in what was known as the
"Brooker settlement," but later moved to Ro~
chester, settling on a farm, where he died in
1899, leaving his wife with five children, Adrian, ·
WilliamS., Varia, Edith and Ida. (4) Caroline,
born in 1838, married William French, of Michigan, and has had five children. (5) Harriet,
born in 1841, married Leonard Williams, 'by
whom she has one daughter, Callie, now Mrs.
John IT. Gammon. After Mr. Williams's death
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she married Edward Arnold, of Gosfield, and
she now lives with her son William. (6) J ames,
born in Oakland, New York, in December, 1844,
married Miss Jane Hazelett, of Essex, and lives
on a farm in Gosfield North, which he cleared
up himself. They have a family of six children,
J. W., Frederick, Christina (wife of G. E. Gammon, of Gosfield), Bell, (Mrs. John Moe, of Gosfield South), Maggie, (~frs. M. 'l'rimble, of Gosfield) and Ada. (7 ) Stapley, born in Gosfield,
in January, 1848, married Miss .Amanda La
Marsh, of Gosfield. They live on a ranch in
the Alberta district, Northwest Territory, where
he is in the cattle business. They have had a
large family-twenty-three children. (8) Emma,
born in Colchester, in July, 1851, is the wife of
William Dewhurst, who lives in the Brooker set·
tlement, and has three children, Laura (Mrs. A.
Lansbury, of Gosfield), Lulu (Mrs. James Shepherd), and Edith (Mrs. Frank Mott, of
Rochester) .
Stephen G. Brooker grew up on the home
farm in Essex, receiving a limited education.
As a young man he joined his brother William
in the purchase of a large t ract of land in Concession 9, later known as the Brooker settlement,
which has been previously referred to. It was
entirely unbroken, and the brothers themselves
cut and carried the logs to build their first
house. In time each cleared a good farm for
himself, put up better buildings and made a
comfortable home for his family. Everything
that M'r. Brooker now owns has been gained by
hard work, but he has succeeded in acquiring a
large amount of property and.is well off. While
farming has been his main occupation, he bar;
also done considerable work as an estimator.
In 1884 he was employed by the British Can·
adio.n Lumber Company to estimate land valuer;
at Ottawa, and he spent a year there, in their
employ, estimating 800 square miles of territory
One of the lakes in that region, known as Brook
lake, is named for him.
In January, 1858, ~lr. Brooker was married
to Miss Cynthia Neville, who was born in Gosfield North, daughter of George Neville, one of
the old soldiers in the British service who secured some of the Talbot land in Cottam, on the
Talbot road. 1\frs, Brooker died in J anuary,
1882. Her three daughters, the only children
of that marriage, are all married and settled in
life. (1) Ida, born in 1861, is the wife of David
Hes.c:;, of Cottam, and has five sons, Earl, Delma,
David, Frank and William. (2) Durosia, born
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in 1863, married Kenneth Dawson, who lives on
a farm in Gosfield South. 'l'here are two children in t heir family, Irene and Olen. (3)
Sophia, born 1865, is the wife of William Iledd,
a boilermaker, of Windsor, by whom she has bad
five children, Stephen D., Minnie, Walter J .,
Edna and Roy.
The second Mrs. Brooker, to whom Stephen
0. Brooker was united in F ebruary, 1883, was
M:rs. Amelia (Lonsbury) Bisell, daughter of
James and Fannie Lonsbury, old residents of
Gosfield. By this union there has been one
daughter, Una J\1., born in December, 1883,
who was educated in the Essex high school, and
is now living at home.
~lr. Brooker, who has been a life-long Conservative, has never sought to hold office, but in
1~9-1 was appointe~ postmaster of Cottam, after
the death of Major Wagstaff, and has since held
that position, which he fills to the utmost satis·
faction of all concerned. That part of his record
of which J\fr. Brooker is, perhaps, the proudest,
is the period of his military service. He be·
longed to the North Ridge Canadian Rifles, and
served in the Fenian Raid as sergeant. He and
Capt. Billing were the first men in their company to enlist, and Mr. Brooker holds both a
medal and the more practical reward of a grant
of 160 acres of land, as recognition by the English gove~nment for his services.
Religiously Mr. Brooker bas ahvays been identified with the Methodist Church and has been
prominent in all its good work. Fraternally be
belongs to Masonic Lodge, No. 402, of Essex, and
to t he I . 0 . F. Since 1851 he has been a mem·
ber of the Order of Orangemen at Kingsville,
which is still represented there, and belongs to
the Grand Lodge of the Order. Starting in life
without a dollar, Mr. Brooker is now one of th£
substantial and respected men of the county,
honored alike for his past services to his country
and for his unimpeachable business integrity,
and beloved for his genial and kindly disposition.
ARTH UR WESLEY MARSH, secretary and
treasurer of the Echo Publishing Co., of Am.herstburg, Ont., is descended from English ancestry on the paternal side and Scotch ~ncestry
on the maternal side. The progenitor on the
paternal side from whom the family traces its
descent was John Marsh, the great-grandfather
of Arthur ,V., born in England, where he spent'
his entire life, being engaged in business.
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John Marsh, the grandfather, was born in
England, and there engaged in business. He
there married, and to him were born these children: John; Daniel, of Grimsby, Ont. ; Richard,
of Australia; and Mary, who married and lives
in Somerset, England.
John Marsh, the father of Arthur Wesley
Marsh, was born in Somersetshire, England, in
1845, and came to Ontario in 1860, locating at
Grimsby. Later he settled on the 6th line, Moore
township, Lambton County, where he went extensively into farming, and by force of industry
and thrift acquired 300 acres of land. 1\fr. Marsh
resides there yet and has become prominent in
the locality. In 1864 he married Rachel Courtney, a native o£ County Lambton, who was born
in 1848, a daughter of Michael Courtney, and
died July 19, 1901, leaving the following chil·
dren: William H., a farmer on the old homestead, who married Ida Robbins; Hattie, urunar·
ried; Arthur W.; J ohn Hillard and Eva J., at
home.
Arthur Wesley Marsh was born in Moore
township,· ~ounty Lambton, Feb. 11, 1872. Hie
early literary education was attained in the
public schools of his township, and in 1889 he
entered the high school of Sarnia, from which
he was graduated i n 1892; the following two
years found him at the head of Kimball's school
of County Lambton. .At the conclusion of that
period ~ir. Marsh entered the Strathroy Collegiate Institute, where he took a senior leaving
course, and the first course in the university
work, graduating in 1895, His institute course
was followed by the principalship of the public
school at Mooretown, County Lambton. In 1897
Mr. Marsh changed his line of work, becoming a
journalist, and on July 4th of the above-mentioned year engaged with Brett & .Auld, on the
Essex Free Press, in which capacity he continued
until May 23, 1898, when he joined Mr. John A.
Auld, M.P. P., as a stockholder in and secretary
and treasurer of the Echo Publishing Co., in
which he still con'tinues.
On Nov. 1, 1899, Mr. Marsh married Miss
Bessie Hicks, who was born in Essex in 1878,
daughter of John M. Hicks, of Essex. 'fwo
children have come to Mr. and Mrs. Marsh:
Helen Margaret, born Aug. 26, 1900, and John
Arthur, born Dec. 27, 1901. Politically Mr.
Marsh is a Reformer, and fraternally an active
member of Thistle Lodge, No. 34, A. F. & A. M.,
of Amherstburg, and of La.mbton Lodge, No. 207,
I . 0. 0'. F., of Brigden. He takes an active in-
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terest in public school affairs in Amherstburg,
and is at present chairman of the public school
board.
MICHAEL BALTZER, a prosperous farmer
of Gosfield South, County of Essex:, is a son of
Michael Baltzer, who was born in Alsace-Lorraine, Germany, ·where he grew to maturity and
married Maria Brictman. There the family of
four sons \Vas born, and in 1840 the family set
sail for America, the voyage consuming twentysix days. Two months and two days from the
time they left Germany found them settled in
western New York State, near Buffalo. There
the father followed farming for seventeen years.
In the spring of 1857 they came to Canada and
located in Gos.field South, where the father purchased a farm of 114 acres in Lot 2, Concession
4. Of this, some :fifteen or hventy acres were
cleared, and with the help of his namesake son
the remainder was cleared off. Upon this property the father lived, carrying on farming until
his death, which occurred in 1888, when he was
eighty-eight years old. His .wife died in 1885,
aged eighty-four years. To these worthy parents
were born: Catherine, who married Philip Dilermeyer, of Brooklyn, :Michigan; Michael; George,
who died at the age of twenty-one years; and
Margaret, deceased, who married Charles
Stolsteimer.
Michael Baltzer, Jr., was born in AlsaceLorraine, Germany, June 30, 1830, and was ten
years old when the family exodus was made. At
the time the family settled in Gosfield South he
was reatiy at the head of affairs and did much
of the clearing of the place upon which he now
resides. Nearly seventy-five of the 114 acres
were cleared by Mr. Baltzer. All of the buildings now upon the property were erected by him.
He is a successful farmer, a Reformer in politics,
and one of the most representative men of the
township.
On March 1, 1859, Mr. Baltzer married Susan
1\ialott, in Gosfield South, who belonged to one
of the old families of this township, a sketch of
whom will be found elsewhere. Children as follows were born to Mr. •and Mrs. Baltzer : (1)
George W., born July 21, 1860, is a prosperous
business man of Brooklyn, Michigan, and an active member of the Masonic fraternity; he married Lena Springer, and they have a son, Claude.
(2} Maria Elizabeth, born April 16, 1862, married Henry Weiser, of Brooklyn, Michigan, and
has three children, Lena, Lona and Martha.
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(3) Linnie, born Jan. 4, 1864, married Roland Lovelace, of Brooklyn, Michigan, and
has had three children, Pearl, Geneva and Hanlon (deceased). (4) Fred, born F eb. 8, 1866,
resides at llarrow, where he is prominent in
Masonic work; he married Ada Quick, and has
one son, Fred. ( 5) Margaret, born Jan. 16, 1868,
married Thomas McCauley, of Gosfield South,
and has children-Millie, Alfred, Annie, Wil~
liam, Wayne, and Olive. (6) Alfred, born J an.
29, 1874, of Kingsville, is a member of the Odd
F ellows ; he married Jennie Manley, and has two
children, Edith and Morris M. (7) Ernest, born
May 15, 1877, resides at home, carrying on the
work there; and he, too, is a member of the Order
of Odd Fellows; he married Katie Heath. (8)
Arthur, born J an. 16, 1879, is a resident of
Perry, Kansas, and a member of the Order of
Maccabees; he married Lela Newland. (9)
Ethel, born l\1arch 12, 1881, is the wife of George
E . Fox:, and they have a son, Oscar. This family
usually attend the Methodist Church. In politics
the men are all Reformers.

,
I

I

CHARLES TINO. Peach Island, a beautif ul little tract of land lying at the mouth of the
St. Clair river, although now the property of
another family, was for five generations the home
of the Tino family. The island was discovered
by .Antoine Tino, great -grandfather of Charles,
about 1732, when he came ft·om France to Montreal, and thence pressed on westward. lie made
the island his home, and it speedily became as
well a refuge for other early settlers from the
frequent attacks by the I ndians. The Tinos were
a brave race, and their lives were often imperiled in their efforts to defend not alone their own
f amilies, but also their neighbors.
Antoine Tino reared his family on his island
home and in time it descended to one of the sons,
Chatles, who was a soldier in the war of 1812.
He married R<>selia Soulire, and to them were
born eight children : John Baptist; Charles; Victoria, deceased wife of Frank Louzon, :whose
death oecurred in the winter of 1902, when she
was ninety-six: years old ; Caroline, who died on
the island, unmarried; Benjamin, who married
and reared a family, and lived at his home in
Detroit until his death, in 1904, when he was
eighty-eight years old; Ellen, the widow of J. B.
P aquet, of Detroit; Lewis, unmarried, now
seventy-seven years of age, who lives in SandWich
East; and Antoine, father of our subject.
Antoine Tino was born in 1809. When he
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was thirty years old he married )!iss Thcotisze
Duroseau, also a native of Sandwich East, born
in 1807, and they began their married life in a
hotel on the river front, which Mr. Tino conducted for some years, also for fifteen years
engaging in fishing on the River St. Clair, unt il
he earned enough to buy a farm in Sandwich
East. 'l'ho place was practically in the woods,
and they lived in a small frame house. Later,
as the f arm was cleared and cultivated, 1\fr. Tino
built a larger and more convenient house, and
both he and his son added from time to time
to the original purchase until the place now includes 200 acres. :Mrs. Tino died there in F ebruary, 1880, but her husband is still living, a nd
though ninety-four years old, has a mind still
bright and active, and a physical vigor equal to
regular work on the farm, last f all (1904) husking corn every fine day, six or seven bushels.
Antoine and Theotisze Tino had three children: Antoine, born in 1843, married first J osephine Langlois, by whom he had no children,
and his second union was to Amelia Telier, of
Canada; they reside on a part of the Tino
homestead, and have one son, Ernest. Charles,
born F eb. 4, 1846, is mentioned belo\'v. Mary,
born in 1849, is the wife of Louis Lauzon, who
resides in Sandwich, on the Tecumseh road, and
has six children, William, Albert, Wilfred, Florestine, Annie and Louisa.
Charles 'l'ino was born and brought up on the
Island, and was educated in the public schools.
lie remained with his parents till he married,
and then settled on a part of the homestead,
where he later built his present home, having
been burned out twice before. He also owns a
farm in Sandwich South, and other real estate
in the County of E ssex. In 1877 l\Ir. Tino married l\fiss Delina Ducl1arme, who was born July
13, 1856, on the shores of Lake Huron, daught<'r
of J oseph Ducharme, a pioneer farmer of the
county, now residing in Sandwich East, retired.
J oseph Ducharme was born in 1838. His wife,
Mary P apillon, died in F ebruary, 1904, aged sixty-six years. She was a memb<'r of the Catholic
Church, as is also her husband. They had children as follows: Agnes, who married Antoine Lefevre; Delina, Mrs. Tino; J oseph, a f encemaker,
of Windsor, Ont.; Eugene and Frank, farmers
of Sandwich East; J ohn B., who ltas a hotel in
Windsor; Dennis, a butcher of Sandwich East;
Mary, who married J oseph Hebert, of Sandwich
East; and Regen a, who marri<'d Mose Morand,
a farm.er of Sandwich West.
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Mr. and Mrs. Tino have had seven children:
(1) Joseph, born in 1880, in June, 1903, married
Miss Rosie St. Louis, a daughter of Joseph St.
Louis, of Sandwich East, and they have one son,
Walter; they reside at his father's home. (2)
Nellie, born in 1881, is the wife of Edward Soullire, of Sandwich East; they have no family. (3)
Malinda, born in 1883, married Eugene J ounville, of Sandwich South, and has a daughter,
Lottie, and a son, Edward. (4) Alice. (5)
Louisa, (6J Harry and (7) Arthur, are all unmarried. The last named is a custom house officer of Sandwich East.
Mr. Tino, in his views on political questions,
sympathizes with the "Grits," and has always
worked hard for his party. In 1892 he was
elected a member of the municipal council, and
he has served as such ever since. For the· past
three years he has also been a member of the
school board. The family are all members of the
Catholic Church, and have been instrumental in
securing the erection of the first Catholic Church
in Sandwich, and the ·chapel at Tecumseh.
The Tinos are a hardy, long-lived race, some
of them having attained the age of 100 years.
They have always taken a prominent place in the
life of their locality, and have been men of most
estimable character. Their many good qualities
have descended from one generation to another,
and those who bear the name now are worthy followers of those who have gone before. Mr.
· Charles Tino is a man esteemed by all for his
kindly disposition and upright conduct in all his
paths in life.
THOMAS BEATTIE, who has been a lead·
ing business man of Comber for a number of
years, engaged in the hardware line, and who
is also treasurer of West Tilbury township, was
born Sept. 12, 1861, in the parish, of St. Malachie.
De Ormstown, Quebec.
The Beattie · family is of Scotch descent
Thomas Beattie, the grandfather .of our subject,
was born in the southern part of Scotland, son
of Francis Beattie, who lived and died in that
section of t he British Empire. Early in life
Thomas Beattie was a sheep herder, but later
learned! the trade of a stonemason, · which he
followed in connection with farming, after he
came to Canada. In Roxburgh be married Isabella Kerr, and these children were . born to
them: Frank, who died in Quebec; John, whr
still resides in Quebec, aged eighty-seven years;
Adam, who died in Quebec; Thomas, who died

in County Essex, Ont.; William, who died in

1897, in Montreal; George, residing in Mersea
township, with a family; Arclubald, deceased;
Mary, who died in Montreal; and Agnes, who
married Edwin Hooker, and resides in Quebec.
The parents <>f this family sailed from Green·
ock, Scotland, in 1830, for Canada, and after a
voyage of twelve weeks on a sailing-vessel, reach·
ed Quebec. They settled at St. Malachie, De
Ormstown, and there passed the remainder of
their lives; the father dying on his £arm, March
2, 1872, aged eighty-eight years, and the mother,
J uly 18, 1877, aged ninety-three years, and both
were buried in the cemetery at that place.
Thomas Beattie (2), father of our subject,
was born on his father's farm in St. Malachie,
De Ormstown, where he was reared and educated. He followed farming all his life. On Feb.
12, 1856, at Montreal, by Rev. ·william Taylor,
he was united in marriage to Annie Hooker.
born July 16, 1836, at Montreal, a daughter of
William Hooker. To this union were born these
children : A'n nie, born Nov. 17, 1856, died in 1862;
Isabella, born Dec. 18, 1858, died Nov. 4, 1862 ;
Thomas, born Sept. 12, 1861; Isabelle Annie.
born Oct. 16, 1864, lives on the homestead; wn:
liam Henry, born Oct. 15, 1867; Agnes J ane,
born Nov. 24, 1872, married John Kinsman, and
they live in Tilbury West; Edwin, born June
3, 1875, and now residing on the homestead
farm, married Bertha Kinsman, and has one son,
Thomas George.
:t.fr. and Mrs. Beattie came to County Essex,
Ont., in 1878, and located in Mersea township
on the l Oth Concession, where he secured a
tract of 100 acres of land. This fine farm 1\:lr.
Beattie improved and stocked, . and until the
close of his life took the greatest interest in 'his
possessions, and. in preparations for the welfare
of his family. In 1896 he carried out an enterprise he had long been contemplating, the erection of a fine brick residence, which is one of
the most substantial and attractive in this pa.r t
of the county, and is a home designed to make
life very comfortable in every way. It is fitted
with all moder.n improvements. The designer
and builder of this fine home, however, was not
destined to enjoy its comforts long, for his death
occurred Nov. 24, 1898, and his burial was in
~he Albuna cemetery. He had been a consistent
member and liberal supporter of the Presbyterian Church of Mersea township. I n political
sentiment he was a true Liberal, mad alway~
took a deep and intelligent interest in public

I

C01IMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

!

I

affairs. He was a man who commanded re:;pec1
from all who knew him or had business relations
with him.
Thomas Beattie, the subject proper of this
skeren, who is the third· of the name in the family
record, attended school in his native parish, and
was sixteen years of age when his parents came
to Ontario, where he still further pursued his
education, attending school in Mersea township,
and later, business college at Chatham. In that
town he became a clerk in the store of Roy
Ainslie, with whom he remained for five years.
1\fr. Beattie's business. opportunity came
when William Goatbe, senior member of the
.hardware firm of Goatbe & Brown, of Comber,
decided to sell his interest. This l\Ir. Beattie
bought, and the business continued under thE
firm name of Brown & Beattie, and so was conducted for two years, when Mr. Beattie bought
)lr. Brown's interest, and has continued · in t he
hardware line at Comber ever since. In 1891
he was appointed treasurer of Tilbury West
township, an office he has held for the past thirteen years. His political connection is with the
Liberal party, in which faith he was trained by
his father, but he is in no way bigoted, being
. too broad-minded to see but one side of a question. lie has always taken a deep interest in all
public matters, and contributes generously to
public-spirited enterprises. Mr. Beattie has
done much toward the encouragement of thE
. county's efforts in the direction of improving
the stock, believing that some of the finest horses
· in the world could be produced in County Essex.
In combination with his hardware business, be
. represents the Massey-Harris Company, of Toronto, manufacturers of agricultural implements.
On Dec. 21, 1887, Mr. Beattie married Rebecca
Ainslie, daughter of George Ainslie, and sister
· of the Ainslie Brothers, well known business men
of Comber. Six children have been born to
them, as follows: Thomas Walton, Clarence
George, Addie Belle, Neil, Harold and Marion.
Both M'r. Beattie and wife are members of the
Presbyterian Church, where they are much valued. They belong to pleasant, refined, intel. lectual social circles, and in every way are representatives of the best class of residents of
Comber.
Mr. Beattie has been prominently identified
with the Masonic bodies for some time, belonging to the local lodge at Comber, and the chapter
· at Leamington. He is past grand master of the
· I . 0 . 0 . F ., and has served as delegate to sister
18
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lodges, and is a master workman in the Comber
Lodge of A. 0. U. W. He belongs also to the
Tilbury West Agricultural society.
GEORGE BEATTIE, the uncle of Thomas Beattie, Esq., of Comber, who makes his home with
the widow of his late brother, Thomas Beattie,
was born April 6, 1826, in Scotland, and accompanied his parents to Quebec in 1830. Attending the parish schools and working on the farm,
he grew to manhood, and remained with his
father until he was twenty years of age, and
then spent six years working on farms in the
neighborhood. When the discovery of gold in
Australia turned the eyes of the world in that
direction, Mr. Beattie, with several other adven·
turous young men, decided to make their way
to that distant continent. In 1852 they embarked at New York, on a sailing-vessel, bound for
Australia, by way of the Cape of Good Hope,
reaching their destination after a voyage of ninety-seven days. After spending five years in the
gold regions of .Australia, and passing through
many hardships and thrilling adventures, he returned to Canada, making the passage to Quebec
in 115 days.
At a later date, 1\Ir. Beattie came to Ontario,
and started into farming in County Perth, purchasing a farm of 100 acres, which he operated
for a number of years, selling out at last and
coming to pass his last years with his brother
Thomas, having no family of his own. He married J ane Cavers, daughter of J ames Cavers.
who died in 1892. Mr. Beattie is. very active
in body and mind, and a most entertaining conversationalist. I n polities he is a Liberal. In
religious connection he is a Presbyterian.
\VJLLIAM BEATTIE, one of the well-known
agriculturists of 1\Iersea township, and a brother
of Thomas Beattie of Comber, was born Oct. 15,
1867, at De Ormstown, and he there attended
the public schools. When the family removea to
Ontario, he assisted in the farm work in M:ersea
township, and continued on the home place until
1897, when he bought a tract of 100 acres in
Tilbury West, which he operated for three years.
This he sold in 1900, and removed to Leamington, where he passed one yea~, and then returned
to farming on Concession C, marsh land. One
year later he sold this farm, and removed to
Concession 1, where he bought a farm of fifty
acres, and has devoted himself to farming and
stock-raising here with great success.
1\Ir. Beattie is a I . iberal in politics, like the
other members of the family. He is school t rus-
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tee of Section 15, Mersea township, and one of his services during the Fenian Raid. Mr. and
its most highly valued citizens.
Mrs. Sw~et have no family. Frank, born in ToIn Mersea township, June 20, 1899, :Hr. ronto, and now one of the prominent .farmers of
Beattie married Marion Mcintosh, the estimable the township of Colchester North, married a
daughter of Philip and Anna M. (Pierson) l\lc- Miss Blaine, a.nd has three children. Fannie, born
I nt<>sh, and a lady of many housewifely accom- at Simcoe, married William Clark, of Toronto,
plishments. They have three children, Jean and died leaving no family. Emma, born at
Simcoe, married R. J. Decoo, of Buffalo, collector
1\laria, William Archibald, and Edwin V.
The mother of Thomas and William Beattie of customs, and bas two children. Mary, born
still resides in the old home. She is noted for at Simcoe, married William F. Clark, of Toronto,
her exemplary, Christian life, and is much be- . and bas no family. William M., born at Simcoe,
loved by all who knew her. She has always married and lives at St. Thomas, where he is enbeen true to the claims of her church and family, gineer for the Grand Trunk from St. Thomas to
has been kind to her neighbors and charitable to Windsor; he has two children. Essie, born at
the needy. Both she and her late husband have Simcoe, married Fred Peterkin, who is a busibeen powers for good in this locality.
ness man of Toronto, and has three children.
Robert McCallum was reared in Toronto and
ROBER'r McCALLUM, a prosperous farmer Simcoe, where he received a fair education. When
and prominent citizen of Colchester North, Mal- a young man he engaged in farming for others,
den Road South, Lot 17, County of Essex, was earning the means to purchase his present proborn in Hamilton, Aug. 13, 1851, son of John perty in 1876, since which time, with the help
and Fannie (Swann) McCallum, members {)f of his sister, he has cleared the wild land, and
old pioneer families of the County of York, On- made a very excellent farm from the wilderness.
tario.
Upon this land he has erected a comfortable
John McCallum was born at J edburgh, Scot- house, good barns and other outbuildings, and
land, in May, 1818, and came to Toronto when a he has 134 acres under cultivation. He has also
young man, and there met and married his wife, engaged extensively in stock-raising. Politically
Fannie Swann, who was born at Toronto, in De- he is a Conservative, but confines his public life
cember, 1827, daughter of Francis and Margaret to casting his vote for the candidate of his party.
(Marley) Swann. Francis Swann located in the Religiously his affiliations are with the MethCounty of York in 1821, and there held a gov- odist Church. His sister, Mrs. Sweet, is one. of
ernment position. For some years John McCal- the supports of that denomination, and is very
lum worked in Toronto at his trade of tailoring, active in church work. She still r esides with her
but later he moved to Simcoe, County Norfol k, brother, brightening his home with her cheerful
and was employed as merchant tailor. Still later disposition and assisting him in the manage.
he moved to Clifford, County of Wellington, and ment of the farm. Her kind and loving disposicontinued in the same line of work for a number tion bas endeared her to her many friends.
George McCallum, the only brother of J ohn
of years, but finally retired, and a little later he
came to Colchester, making his home with our McCallum, father of Qur subject, recently celesubject until his death in 1895. His wife died brated his diamond wedding, and he and his aged
with her eldest son, Frank, at Simcoe, in Feb- wife are still living in Toronto, where for many
ruary, 1903. In religion, the father was a Pres- years he was one of the leading tailors of thnt
byterian, and his wife a Methodist. In politics city.
Robert McCallum is one of the pioneer farhe was a Reformer, but never desired office. Besides Robert, the children born to J ohn and Fan- mers of this locality, who has well borne his part
nie McCallum were: Mary died in childhood. in the development of the country. He is a man
:Margaret S., born in Toronto and highly edu- widely known for his many charities, kindness
cated, was, for a number of years, a successful of heart, and genial manner, and he numbeM his
teacher in the public schools of Toronto; in 1884 friends by legions.
she came to reside with her brother Robert, and
JOHN MILLER, a retired merchant and faL··
in 1900 she married C. R. Sweet, of Colchester
North, a brother of Francis Sweet, and now a mer, and now a citizen of Leamington, County (•f
resident of the Northwest Territory, where he Essex, was born in Somersetshire, Englanu, in
owns 500 acres of land received as a pension· for January, ~830, and is an excellent t ype of the
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fine old English gentleman. He is a <ron of a.mc:;
and Jane (Corp) Miller, and a member of a
family of three children, of whom he is the solo.'
survivor. James Miller was a cloth manutrh'·
turer in England, where he died in 1885, aged
eighty-four years.
John Miller grew to manhood in his native
land, and was educated in the public schools. I n
the spring of 1852 he emigrated to America, being seven weeks on the voyage, which he made in
the vessel ''Kalamazoo,'' and he landed in New
·York City. Thence he journeyed by rail to Buffalo; and from that city by boat to Detroit, and
from there to Sandwich street, Windsor. The
following fall he taught school, and in the spring
of 1854 he returned home on a visit. He remainea a year in England, and in the spring of
1855 married Miss Elizabeth M. Miller. With
his bride he once more made the voyage to the
New World, and after landing in Canada, was
for a year engaged in teaching school at Colchest er. Once more he returned to England with his
wife, and they made a stay in their native land
of some eighteen months, finally coming back to
Canada.
For some years Mr. Miller was engaged in the
County of Essex in several lines, but finally they
settled at Blytheswood (a district then known as
the Elm swamp, without a single ditch to drain
it, but now one of the finest farming districts in
Essex). For thirty-seven years he was engaged
there in mercantile pursuits and farming, and
served as postmaster for twenty-nine years, becoming one of the representative men of that locality.
In the fall of 1899 Mr. Miller came to Leamington, where he has since lived retired from active business life. Three children have been born
to himself and \Vife: Mary J., of Leamington;
J ohn 1., hotel clerk, of San Francisco, California; Francis J., a druggist of Walkerville, Ont.
In politics Mr. Miller is a Liberal, but has never
. taken any active part in public matters. In religious affiliations Mr. Miller is a Congregationalist, and was born in that faith.
JAMES LINTON, the well-beloved local
preacher of the Methodist Church, is a successful
farmer of Colchester North, in the County of Essex. He is known throughout the county, where
he has preached in many places, and where his
kindly advice and sympathy have brought comfort to many heavy hearts.
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William and Emma (Croft) Linton, his parents, were natives of Yorkshire, England, and
there lived until the death of the former, in
1867. The mother married again, and came to
Canada with her second husband, settling at
Maidstone. The children of William and Emma
(Croft) Linton were as follows: (1) James is
mentioned below. (2) 1\Iary, born in England,
·in 1846, married I saac .Temple, and still lives in
England. They have three sons, John William, .
Robert and Michael. (3) Robert (deceased),
born in Bngland in 1849, came to Canada and
settled in Toronto, where he was a street car conductor until his death in February, 1900; he
married Hannah Brock, of the County of Victoria, and left no family. (4) Jane, deceased,
born in Yorkshire, England, in 1852, married
John Sample, of England, and left four children, Annie,_William, Ida May and Beaulah, who
reside in Essex. (5) Miss Emma, born in Eng.
land in 1855, lives with her brother William, in
Colchester North. (6) William, born in England, in 1859, is a local preacher, and is also engaged in farming in Colchester; he married, in
Essex, Sarah Kendrick, a native of Essex, and
they have two children, James and John. (7)
Rev. John, born in England in 1862, was educated in the University of Canada; he married
nnd resides in Manitoba, where he is a minister
in the Methodist Church; he has one daughter,
Cora.
James Linton was born in Yorkshire, England, June 8, 1844. He attended school there,
and afterwards engaged in farming. H e married
on Dec. 24, 1861, in Yorkshire, Miss Esther Richardson, also a native of that place, and born in
the same year as her husband. Her parents were
J ohn and Anne (Mitchell) Richardson, both natives of England, where they lived and died. Of
their family, William came to Canada, and died
at Parry Sound, where he had been a farmer,
leaving a family; Nathaniel married and had a
family, and is now living in New Ontario;
Tamar, who married Robert Bainbridge, in England, and has a family, resides at 1\fuskoka, Canada; George lives in E ngland; Esther was born
and educated in England, and there married
James Linton.
James Linton and his wife remained in England until 1871, in which year they sailed for
Quebec, and from there came to the County of
Ontario, where they resided for three years. Moving then to the County of Victoria, they rented
a farm and remained until 1881, when Mr. Lin-
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ton bought a tract of wild land in Maidstone
township, County of Essex, which he cleared for
a farm, erected buildings, making a home there
until 1893. In that year he purchased the J. C.
Anderson farm on the town line, where he
erected a new house and made many improvements, and where he and his family continue to
reside. He and his wife have one daughter,
Maude Ellen, born i n 1\laidstone in December,
1887, and a graduate of the Essex public school.
Both ~Ir. and l\1rs. Linton are members of
the Methodist Church, of which the latter has
been a local preacher for twelve years, filling pulpits in all parts of the county. While a resident
of Maidstone he was for a number of years superintendent of the Sunday School, a work in
which he has always taken a deep interest. In
politics Mr. Linton is an independent voter. He
was a poor man when he came to Canada, but by
honest and persevering industry has acquired
property and position. He is gifted in conversation and in pulpit oratory, an eloquent pleader
for the best opportunities for all men. His life
of simple goodness, lived in t>trict accordance .
with the Golden Rule, is a living example and .
· blessing to all who kno'v him. His sunshiny na- .
ture, and kindly sympathy and advice, have endeared him to all, and given many struggling unfortunates a new impetus toward a better life.
His noble Christian wife is his faithful and efficient helper in all his work, and like him is loved
and respected throughout the county.
. DR. JOHN W. BRIEN, one of the leading
physicians of Essex, was born in the· County of
Vict01;ia, Nov. 24, 1866, son-of Thoma$ L. and
Anne (Graham) Brien; both natives of Ireland,
he born in 1818, and she in 1820. They
were married . before leaving Ireland and
in 1846 they came to the County of Victoria, Ont., where Thomas .L. Brien engaged in··
farming, clearing land from the bush, ·upon
which he lived until. his death, which occurred
in 1892; his wife died in 1889. Religiously
they were members of the Methodist Church, and
for many years he was an officer in t hat body,
and he also served as superintendent of the Sunday-school. For several years after coming to
Canada 1\fr. Brien, who was an educated and
capable man, was a. teacher in the public schools.
In politics he was a stanch Conservative, and
was very prominent in political work. To Thomas
L. and Anne .(Graham) Brien were born the following children : Mary, born in the County of

Victoria, married William Graham, postmaster
at Manton Island, and also a successful merchant at that pl ace; they have six children,
Helen, Annie, Thomas, James, William and Robert. Francis, born in 1848, married Maggie
Graham, of Peterboro, and they reside on a
farm in the County of Victoria; they have a
family as follows: Thomas; Wilbert, a graduate of the Department of :Medicine of the University of Toronto, and now with his uncle John
W . ; Annie; Ella; M.i nnie; William; Elizabeth.
Catherine, born in 1850, married J ohn Thurston,
a farmer of the County of Victoria, and they
have five children, Thomas, Annie, Mabel, Martha and Frederick. Annie, born in 1852, married
Mathew Ingram, a retired farmer of Lindsay,
County of Victoria; they have no family.
Thomas H., born in 18541 married Lena Nugent,
and has two sons ; he is now a carriage-manufacturer and ranchman of North Dakota.
Louise, born in 1856, married Samuel Playfair,
a retired farmer of Lindsay; she has no children.
Robert, born in 1858, married Victoria Thurston, and they reside on his farm in the County
of Victoria, he being one of the well-to-do farmers of that locality; they have four children,
Lillie, AnnaL., Lawson and Walter. James A.,
born on the old homestead, where he resides,
married Mina Thurston, of Victoria, and their
children are .Leta, Arthur and Melville. Dr.
Frederick G., born in 1864, married and resides
in Manitoba, was a graduate of the Lindsay
high school; later a graduate of Winnipeg Medical · College, and is now a practicing physician
. of Douglas, Manitoba; he has had two children,
Graham and Margery, the latter deceased. Dr.
John W. is the youngest.
Dr. J ohn W. Brien received his early education in the public schools of Victoria County,
later ·graduating from the Lindsay Collegiate
Institute, and then for the following four years
taught 'school
his native county. In 1888 he
became a student in the Trinity Medical University, of Toronto, ·and· after a four years' course,
he was graduated in 1892 with first honors. During his term he taught night school in order to
obtain money to pay his way through college.
He also took _a post graduate course in the schools
of New York city, after which he commenced
practice in Newark, New J ersey. At the end
of two years, however, in 1895, he located in
Essex, where he has since continued to live, and
he has built up a very flattering practice. Dr.
Brien purchased a valuable piece of realty in
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Essex, upon which he erected a handsome home,
and he now owns other real estate in Essex and
vicinity.
On Nov. 14, 1894, Dr. Brien was married
to 1\:liss Annie E. Rutherford, a native of the
County of Victoria, daughter of Robert Rutherford, of that county.
Fraternally the Doctor is past master of the
Masonic order, Central Lodge, No. 402; and is
a Royal Arch Mason. He is also past grand
of Enterprise Lodge, No. 218, I. 0. 0. F., of
Essex; a member of the A. 0. U. W., of Essex;
of the I ndependent Order of Foresters; of the
Maccabees and Chosen Friends, all of Essex, and
he is extremely popular in all these orders.
Politically Dr. Brien is a Conservative, and for
some time served very ably in the council. F or
the past five years he served as president of the
South Essex Conservative Association, and is
one of its honorary members at the present
writing. Although still a young man in years
and in his practice, Dr. Brien stands preeminent
in his profession, not only in Essex, but throughout the County. He is popular as a physician
and skilled man of science, and also as a citizen
and friend, while his work in political affairs
shows ·his ability to direct public matters.
JAMES O'NEIL, a much respected retired
farmer of the County of Essex, resides on his
farm on the North Talbot Road, in Sandwich
South. Mr. 0 'Neil was born in February, 1S26,
in Sap.dwich South, son of Alexander and Margaret (Hulihan) O'Neil, pioneers of the county,
but both natives of County Kerry, Ireland, where
the former was born in 1786, and the latter in
1792.
Alexander O'Neil was a son of Alexander,
Sr., who passed his entire life in Ireland. In
1822, with his wife and two children, he came to
Canada, on a sailing vessel, via New York, passing nine weeks on the ocean. His first settlement
was on the Talbot Road in Sandwich, on land
given through Col. Talbot, by the English Government, but he later purchased land east of his
first settlement, and here he made a permanent
home. He cleared this property from its wild
condition, and transformed it into a fine farm.
For many years the home was but a log cabin in
the woods, but happiness and contentment
reigned there, as did plenty as soon as the rich
land could be cultivated. There the wife and
mother died in 1873, and his death took place in
October, 1881. Both were among the earliest and
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most faithful members of the Roman Catholic
Church in this locality. A family of eight children was born to them, as follows: Alexander,
born in Ireland, is father of Alexander 0 'Neil,
extended mention of whom will be found elsewhere; :Mary, born in I reland, is the wife of
Owen Sullivan, of Minneapolis, Minnesota; Jane,
born in the County of Essex in 1828, is the wife
of Daniel Flynn, who lives fifty miles north of
St. Paul, Minnesota; Catherin-e, deceased, born in
lfl31, married John McCarthy, who moved to
South Dakota, where she died leaving children;
John, born in 1833, died in young manhood in
Sandwich South; Margaret, born in 1836, is the
wife of Patrick Lavin, of Sandwich South, and
they have a family of children; William, born
in 1840, married Miss Isabella 1\faloy, of Port
Huron, and they settled for some years in Sandwich, and then removed tO South Dakota, but
some years later went to Michigan, where they
now reside; and James completes the family.
James O'Neil grew to manhood on the old
homestead, engaged in the various occupations
of an agricultural life. In October, 1869, he
married Miss Mary J. O'Neil, daughter of Alexander and Mary A. (Cropley) O'Neil, the former of whom was born in Ireland, and the latter in New Brunswick. They settled in Sandwich
South, where Mr. Alexander 0 'Neil died in
1891.
The wife of our subject was born in July,
1845, in New Brunswick, and was but a child
when brought by her parents to Canada, where
she was reared and educated. After their marriage, our snbject and wife settled on the present
home, which was then all wild land. The patience, energy and industry required to clear a
farm and to bring it to a fine state of cultivation,
can only be appreciated by one who, like :Mr.
0 'Neil, bas accomplished it. He now owns one of
the first-class farms of the township, and he
erected here all the commodious and substantial
buildings. This farm stands for years of industry, and reflects credit upon its fortunate owner. l\1r. 0 'Neil has always led the life of
a farmer, and has lived to reap its generous rewards. He is much esteemed in his locality bv
all who know him, his kindly disposition and e~
emplary life commanding respect.
A family of nine children was born to James
0 'Neil and wife, as follows : Alexander, born in
July, 1870, is unmarried, and resides at home;
J ohn, born in 1872; Cora, born in 1874; James,
deceased, born in 1876; Maggie ~r., born in 1879;
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Charles, born in 1881; Richard and William, deceased; and Herbert, born in 1889. Politically
Mr. O'Neil has alway& been identified with the
Conservative party. Religiously he is a devoted
member of the Roman Catholic Church, in which
faith he has reared a most estimable family.
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ROBER'r LEE~IIKG, councillor of the township o£ Gosfield South, and one of the thrifty
farmers of the 4th Concession, descends from a
United Empire Loyalist family.
Braithwaite Leeming, his grandfather, was a
native of England, and, as a young man, came
to America, settling in the States, but during the
American }{evolution he cast his lot with the
Crown, and after that came to Canada, receiving a Loyalist's right in the County of Wentworth, where he settled. lie located on a government grant in the-southern part of the county,
near the present City of Hamilton. Later he aequired land in Glanford, and removed to it, dying there at the ·ripe old age of ninety-seven
years. After coming to Canada he married Miss
Phoebe Land, who also came of U. E. L. stock,
and who lived to an advanced age. Their family
· was as follows: Robert, father of our subject;
William, who resides in Seneca, County of Haldimand; Ralph, of Glanford township; Isabella,
twin sister of Ralph, who married a. :Mr. McGruer, of Glanford, and is deceased; James, deceased, who lived in Glanford township; John,
deceased, who inherited one-half of the homestead, and never married; Braithwaite, a retired
f armer of Glanford; Wesley, a resident of Oaklanrl county, Michigan; and 1\fatilda, widow of
I ra Palmer, of Brantford.
Robert Leeming was born in the township of
Glanford, County of Wentworth, where he grew
to manhood. He purchased a farm of 150 acres,
near his father's homestead, and there passed his
life, being a highly-respected man, a strong Conservative, prominent in township affairs, and
reeve for a number of years. In religious affairs
he was very active in the Methodist Church, of
which he was a consistent member. He first married Rebecca Shaw, and their children were:
Abigail, wife of Henry Hull, of Wiarton, Ont.;
Phoebe, married to J ames Granger, of Gosfield
South; Clarissa, married to J ohn Walker, of the
·County of Haldimand; Robert, Jr.; and Miss
Susanna, who resides with Robert. The second
marriage of M:r. Leeming was to Lucetta Smith,
a native of the County of Wentworth, who died
Ju~y 6, 1904. The following children were born

of this union : Albert, a farmer on t he 4th Concession, Gosfield South ; Rebecca, who died J uly
21, 1904; William, of Hamilton; Herbert, of
Michigan City, Indiana; and Lucetta, deceased,
who married George Neal, of Glanford township.
Robert Leeming, Jr., was born in the County
9£ Wentworth, June 25, 1853. He obtained a
good common school education, and at the age of
twenty-two years left home to begin life for him·
self. His first occupation was farming in the
County of Haldimand, where he spent six years.
In 1882 he came to the 4th Concession, Gosfield
South, and purchased fifty acres, to which he
later added fifty more. The land was all un·
improved, and he has not only cleared it, but
also placed it under cultivation. Every improvement made upon the property is the result of his
untiring industry, and he has every reason to be
proud of his very excellent farm. He erected
the commodious barns and other outbuildings, as
well as his comfortable modern house. In politics
:Mr. Leeming is a Conservative, and f or the past
eight years he has served as a member of the
township council. I n religious belief he is a
Methodist.
:Mr. Leeming has been twice married, first t()
Eliza Ann McBay, who was born in the County
of Haldimand, April 3, 1859, one o.f the eight
children of William and Mary Ann (Palton) Me·
Bay, natives of I reland, who settled in the County of Haldimand, where the father farmed all his days. They were members of the Methodist
Church. :Mrs. Leeming died in 1892, the mother
of the following children: Robert and William,
who both died young; and Luella and Annie, at
home. Mr. Leeming married for his second wife
Annie Wigle, who was born July 21, 1871,
daughter of Philip and Haunah (Wright)
Wigle; she died May 6, 1904, leaving one son, Leroy W. She was a charming woman, devoted to
her home, and her death was mourned by a wide
circle of friends. Mr. Leeming stands very high
in the community.
TH0~1AS WILLIAMS, the third of the
name, belongs to one of the oldest pioneer families in the County of Essex, and his father was
one of the first settlers in Gosfield. The memberg
of this family have always been farmers, and Mr.
Williams is now living on the original homestead
granted his father, on Lot 273, Talbot Road
South, where he himself was born- March 17,
1839.
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'l'he first of the family to come to America
was his grandfather, 'l'homas Williams (1),. who
eame from Wales and located in the State of
Pennsylvania before the Revolution. He was a
Loyalist, and one of those who left the States and
went to Canada when the war broke out. He
died in Colchester South, County of Essex, Ont.,
and his wife Mary afterward made her home
with her grandson, Thomas, in Gosfield North,
where her death occurred in 1859. They reared
a large family, as follows: Thomas (2); James;
John; Charles; George; Nancy, wife of Francis
Neville; and Sarah, wife of John Bottom, of Gosfield township. Both daughters left families.
None of this generation are living.
Thomas Williams (2) was born in !!!alden
township, in the County of Essex, Ont., Oct. 4,
1806, but grew up in Gosfield township, where he
and his twin sister, Nancy., were bound out to a
M:r. Scratch, the parents being too poor to care
for their family properly. There were no schools
in the county at that time, and M:r. Williams was
kept steadily at work on Mr. Scratch's farm. On
Nov. 8, 1825, he drew 100 acres of land from Col.
Talbot and there made his home. He married
Miss Isabella Wigle, who was born in Gosfield,
June 2, 1809, and was one of fifteen children
born to John and Susan Wigle, who also left
Pennsylvania for Canada during the Revolutionary wlir, and settled in the County of Essex.
They died in Gosfield township. Thomas and
Isabella Williams started married life on his
newly acquired land, living in a little log cabin,
to construct which they themselves had to carry
the poles. Many years later Mr. Williams erected
a much larger house, of hewn logs, in which he
and his wife passed their last years.
For over thirty years l\1r. Williams' home was
a center of the work of the Methodist Church,
of which both he and his wife were devoted members. In the early days of Methodist itinerancy,
services were held in their home, people gathering from miles around to hear the local preacher.
Mr. Williams was an officer of the church for
many years. Politically be was a Conservative,
and be never aspired to public office. llis death
occnrred Aug. 28, 1877, while his estimable wife
and helpmate, who had so bravely endured with
him all the hardships of their pioneer life, passed
away three years earlier, March 16, 1874.
·ro 'l'homas and Isabella William~ fourteen
children were born, of whom four died young,
Of the
Nancy, Solomon, Isabella ann .James.
others: ( 1) Susan, born in J anuary, 1827, be-
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came the wife of Jacob Arnold, of Gosfield, and
died in February, 1880, leaving a family of eight
children, all of whom were grown up. (2) Mary,
born in October, 1828, married Benjamin Brown,
who resided in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, until be
removed to Gosfield, where his wife died in January, 1864, leaving a family of six children, Isabel, Isadore, Adolphus, Delos, Dezella and Augusta. (3) Sarah, born in May, 1832, was the
wife of Alfred Jones, of Maidstone, and died in
December, 1883, leaving a family of three children, Nelson, J ennie and Adeline, all of whom
were married. (4) John, born in January, 1833,
married Miss Catherine Cummiford, of Gosfield,
and lived on a part of the old home farm some
years previous to moving to Essex. He died in
the latter place in December, 1876, leaving children as follows-Henry, of Detroit, Michigan;
Eunice, now Mrs. George Laing, of Boyne City,
Michigan; Ida, Mrs. J. Stafford, of Detroit; Ora,
of Utah; and Frank, deceased. (5) Thomas (3)
was the next child. (6) Jane and (7) Julia,
twins, were born Aug. 10, 1842. The former is
the wi fc of John Hopgood, of Essex, and bas D()
children living, while the latter, who is the wife
of Thomas Morris, bas five children, Gordon,
Luella, Allen (of Maidstone township), Sadie B.
{who married John Millen, of Sandwich, clerk
of the County of Essex), and Wesley (with his
parents). (8) Henry, born in October, 1844, was
twin brother to Isabella, 'vho died in infancy.
(9) Cordelia A., born in 1847, is the deceased
wife of James Hopgood, of Essex, and left two
children, Darius (of Essex) and Delmer (of Detroit, l\1ichigan). (10) Lucinda, born in October, 1849, married Rev. J. I. Mickerson, of
Adrian, Michigan, and is the mother of three
daughters, l\Iargaret, Ella ?IL and Cora.
Thomas Williams (3) gre'v up on his father's
farm, employed at the usual work on such a
place, and became his father's main assistance.
He did not marry until be was nearly thirty
years of age, and then he and his wife settled
down on the home place and cared for his aged
parents until they died. Mr. Williams has built
two homes on his farm, and is now living retired
in one, while a son occupies the other, and has
charge of the property, which includes 100 acres
of well tilled land.
Mrs. Williams was .Miss Emily Maddex, and
became Mrs. Williams Dec. 11, 1866. She w11.s
born in Huntingdonshire, England, in 1842, and
her parent<>, John and Sophia (Hensman) :Maddex, came thence to Canada in 1855, settling in
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Gos:field, where they died. 'l'o Mr. and !\irs. Williams have come four children, the eldest of
whom, Allan, died in childhood. Lewis B., born
in 1869, was educated in the home schools, married Miss Isabel Lickman, of Comber, County of
Essex, and resides on the homestead; they have
one daughter, Hazel E. Miss Cinda E., born in
1870, was a student in the Essex high school, and
taught in the Essex public schools for some six
years, but as her health failed she bas given up
teaching and is living at home. · '!'he youngest
~hild, l!.:dmnnd J., born in 1873, attended the Essex high school and later was graduated from the
School of Pharmacy at Toronto; he first established himself as a druggist at Toledo, near
Smith's Fall~, Canada, but after two years removed to Brockville, Ont., where since 1900 he
hns been one of the leading druggists; on Oct.
5, 1904, he was married to Miss Lorea Mackenzie,
of Brockville.
Mr. Williams and· his wife are both prominent members of the Methodist Church, in which
he has been a trustee and class-leader for over
thirty years, while his wife has always been .an
enthusiastic Sunday School worker. Politically
Mr. Williams supports the old Reform party. For
many years he has belongecl to the I.O.F., holding membership in Essex Court, No. 212. Mr.
Williams has seen military service, and is one of
the veterans of 1866, when he was one of the
North Ridge Rifles under Capt. Billing. He was
a member of the company sL'C years, and took
part in the Fenian Raid.
In all the relations of life· Mr. Williams has
done his part faithfully and well, and is one of
the honored and respected citizens of the county.
GEORGE W. CADY, nurseryman and president of the South Essex Horticultural Society,
is a prominent resident of Ruthven, Gosfield
South, County of Essex, and a member of a
pioneer family of western Ontario, which settled in the County of Kent.
(I) Isaac Cady, great-grandfather of George
W., was born in Pennsylvania, where he married Elizabeth Wright. He died in Thamesville,
County of Kent, while his widow died in Michigan. His family was as folows : Joseph; Isaao
and Jessie, both born in P ennsylvania, where
t hey died; and Tamer.
(II) Joseph Cady, son of Isaac, was a boy
when his parents came to Canada, where he grew
to manhood. As soon as he was old enough, he
drew land in Howard township, County of Kent,

and there married Rachel Miller, who died giving
birth to twins, while her husband was away
fishing. When the sorrowful news reached him,
he walked home across the country, a distance
of eighteen miles, and through swamps. Later
he removed to Michigan, where he died.
(III ) James M. Cady, son of Joseph, was
born in the County of Kent, April 17, 1816,
and there grew to manhood's estate in the family of a relative, and in Michigan, where he resided in a family by the name of Henshaw. Still
later he returned to Canada, and settled in the
County of Essex. On April 17, 1837, in Gosfield,
he married Rachel Wigle, and he died Jan 3,
1904. For some time he had made his home with
our subject. By trade he was a harnessmaker,
and he carried on his business first :at Albertville from 1837 to 1850, when he located at
Morpeth, and remained until Octo·ber, 1857,
when he settled at Kingsville and was successfully engaged in business there until1869, when
he moved to Windsor and later retired. To
himself and wife were born the following children: Joseph H., born March 25, 1838, died
May 11, 1838; Joanna W., born Oct. 17, 1839,
married Oct. 6, 1858, Edward McVey, and died
April 10, 1880; William Bennett, born July 25,
1842, died Oct. 19, 1865; Mary Jane, born Feb.
3, 1844, married Dec. 4, 1861, James Sjrerritt,
and died Feb. 20, 1883; Reuben, born Oct. 29,
1845, died Dec. 30, 1878; Edwin Clement, born
Jan. 22, 1848, died Aug. 23, 1901; George W.,
born Aug. 28, 1850, is mentioned below; Ann
Elizabeth, born Nov. 18, 1853, married James
Hambley, and died Feb. 23, 1891; J ames Alexander, born J uly 5, 1857, resides at Belleville;
Michigan.
George W. Cady was born at Albertville,
County of Essex, and was three months of age
when his 'family moved to Morpeth, where he
first attended a school conducted by the lion.
David Mills. Later he attended the Jasper
Golden school in Kingsville. At t he age of sixteen years he started out in life for himself,
and worked upon the farms of the neighborhood,
until March, 18751 when be moved to London,
Ont., and there learned the trade of plastering,
following it there until 1881, when he came to
Kingsville and took up contracting and building. Among other 'buildings he erected the ·
schoolhouse, the Dejeau block, did the plasturing
on the "Mettawas" Hotel, and in 1895, he
bought the old Noble farm, consisting of sixtyfour acres, Lot 8, Concession 2, a fine property.
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IIe at once entered into the nursery business,
and has since developed it wonderfully, aided by
h1s son. They ha"9"e a fine fruit farm, and in
the nursery have 20,000 apple and peach plants
and trees. They make a specialty of the Duke of
York peach, and the winter banana apple. For
the past two years :Mr. Cady bas been president
of the South Essex Horticultural Society, in
which he bas taken an active part, and he is a
recognized authority upon all matters pertaining
to the development and culture of plants and
trees. Recently he . was further honored by
being appointed organizer of the western district.
In politics he is a Tory, and since residing in
Kingsville, has served as school t rustee. In February, 1904, he was elected president of the Conservative Association of South Essex:. In religious matters he is a Methodist. Socially Mr.
Cady is a member of the Workmen and
the Foresters of Kingsville, and the Masonic
fraternity, of Kingsville. His father was also
a Mason, having joined in 1853, and was undoubtedly the oldest Mason in western Ontario
at the time of his death.
Mr. Cady has been twice married, his first
wife bearing the name of Amelia Lee, and being
a native of Sarnia, Ont. By her he had the
following family: (1) Albert M., born Dec. 9,
1871, is a partner of his father, acting as secretary and treasurer, the firm name being Cady &
Co.; he married Carrie Scratch, and has one son,
Harry. (2) William James, born Oct. 23, 1873,
is a l\fethodist minister, stationed at Stamford,
Connecticut ; he married Mary Nichols, of Newburgh, New York. (3) Florence Amelia, born
Aug. 23, 1876, is at home. Mr. Cady married
(second) Louise E. Scratch, a daughter of Harry
P. Scratch, and they have t.wo children, Lorne
Edwin, born Oct. 22, 1898; and Ella, born July
15th, 1903.
CARL WILLIAM BRAUN, one of the leading residents of P elee Island, County of Essex,
was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, June
20, 1860, son of John H. H. and Christina Braun,
and one in a family of three children, namely:
Carl William, Fred C., of Amherstburg, Ont.,
and one child deceased.
John H. H. Braun was born in Germany in
1820, and there learned the cooper's trade. lie
married a Miss Lafeldt, by whom he had t wo
children, one of whom survives-Rudolph, of
Cleveland, Ohio. After the death of his first
wife, he married the mother of our subject, and

l
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about 1861 he came to the States, and after
spending a year in the f ollowing-named placesPut-in-Bay, .Middle Bass Island, Catawba Island
anu Sandusky, he, in the fall of 1869, came toPelee Island, and was one of the first Germans to
settle on the island. Purchasing twenty·acres in
I.JOt 2il, prior to his removal to the island, he bad
difficulty in getting his deed for the place. He
sold ten acres, but in later years purchased five
RC!'es additional, making his place fifteen acres
in extent. There he resided until his death, which
occurred in 1895, when he was seventy-five years
of age. '\Vhile residing in th~ States be was a
Democrat, but took but little part in politics in
Ontario. In religious matters he was of the German Reformed faith. He was a man very well
informed, and one of the island's most highly
esteemed citizens. The mother was born in Germany in July, 1831, and still survives, residing
with her son Carl William, now aged seventythree years.
Mr. Carl William Braun was reared in his
father's home, and acquired a fair public school
education, and has since added to his store of
knowledge by extensive reading and close observation. When seventeen years of age, he commenced to work, being employed on the farm of
George Wires, with whom he remained for five
years, and then went to Cleveland, where he
teamed and was engaged in carpentering. Later
for a short t ime he sailed on the lakes. His stay
in the States extended over a period of four
years, when he returned borne to look after his
parents, who had grown old. Some two years
later be and his brother Frederick, in partnership, purchased thirty acres of valuable land on
Lot 29. In 1901, :Mr. Braun purchased Frederick's interest in the farm, and after his father's
death, he bought the home farm, where be now
resides. Politically Mr. Braun is a stanch Liberal, and takes an active interest in local matters. .
Fraternally he is a· member of Court Pelee No.
3572, I.O.F. While not a member, he attends the
services of the Church of England. In all of his
efforts 1\fr. Braun bas been very successful, and
he is justly ranked among the progressive, ambitious and representative farmers of Pclee Island.
JOHN STEVENSON, who has the distinction of being the oldest pioneer citizen of Mersea
township, where, for a half century, his interests have been located, was born April 24, 1839,
in County Armagh, Ireland, son of William Stevenson, who was a native of the same locality.
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William Stevenson married Margaret Locke,
PETER CORBETT. Among the representaand in 1836, with wife and children, came to On- tive farmers of the township of Maidstone, who
tario and settled on Lot 2, Concession 8. For have not only looked after their own interests,
many years the pioneer surroundings were those but have been important factors in the developof much hardship, but sturdy perseverance and ment of the County of Essex, may be mentioned
unlimited energy brought about many changes Peter Corbett, who lives on Lot 3, west of the
before the death o:f himself and wife. Un.ler dis- river Puce. He was born in Tilbury East, Councouraging conditions, with the help of his two ty of Kent, July 25, 1859, son of Thomas and
sons, he cleared the land and put it under culti- Janet (Grant) Corbett, old pioneers of Kent.
vation. Both he and his wife died here and were
Thomas Corbett ·was born in Canada in 1827,
· burie<ll in the cemetery at Albuna. They were and he died in Tilbury West, County of Essex,
consi~>tent members of the Methodist Church.
Ont., in December, 1880. His wife was born in
Their children were : Robert, n retired farmer of Scotland in 1836, and she came to Canada and
111ersea township; and John.
settled at 'l'ilbury.
Jolm Stevenson came with his parents to
Peter Corbett was the eldest of the family,
Canada, after a long voyage of eight weeks and · a.nd he grew up in his grandfather's home in Tilthree days, landing at Quebec. After settling in bury, in the County of Kent, receiving a. fair
Mersea township, he had little educational oppor- education in the public schools. L ater he attended
tunity, as no schools had yet been organiz€d in the Canada Business College of Chatham, and
this locality. He settled down to farming on the when only sixteen years of age, he came to Puce,
homestead, and remained with his _parents, in the County of Es:sex, where he clel'ked in the
carefully providing for their comfort in old age. store of his uncle, the late Donald Coutts, conAt'ter the death of his father he took entire tinuing there for some eight years.
charge of the farm, to which he added 100 acres.
In 1883 M:r. Corbett married Miss Mary E.
At a later date he sold off fifty acres, but still Patillo, born July 12, 1858, and reared at the
owns 150 acres of well-improved land. His fine home she now occupies, daughter of James and
brick dwellin~;, commoc1io1L'; barns and other sub- Mary (Struthers) Patillo, old settlers of the
stantial buildiugs testify to the prosperity which County of Essex, where they settled in 1856.
has reigned for a long period. Mr. Stevemon James Patillo was born in Perthshire, Scotland,
has passed fifty-four years on this estate, and in 1824, and his wife in Detroit, in 1836. They
there are few residents better qualified to tell of have two daughters : .Mrs. Corbett; and Annie,
the wonderful changes wrought in this half cen- wife of William M:. Anges, who resides on the
tury. In all these changes Mr. Stevenson has lake front in Maidstone, and they have two chilborne his part, has encouraged agricultural de- dren, Mary L. and Walter J.
velopment, and has been foremost in the promoMrs. Corbett grew up at her present home,
tion of movements for educational and religious to which Mr. Corbett has added ninety acres, and
advancement.
upon which he made extensive improvements, the
In politics Mr. Stevenson bas ever been a farm now comprising 390 acres. He is engaged
strong Liberal. He has been a subscriber to the in stock raising and grain farming, and bas been
·
Toronto Globe for over fifty years, and has kept very successful in all his ventures.
in touch with all the world's affairs. FraterSix children have been born to Peter Corbett
nally he is a member: of the Loyal Orange Asso- and wife: (1 ) James T., born in 1883, was two
ciation. He belongs also to the Patrons of Hus- years a student of practical science at Toronto,
bandry.
making a specialty of engineering; and he also
In July, 1886, Mr. Stevenson married Eliza- took a collegiate course at "\Yindsor. He is now
beth E~. Beacon, daughter of 'Villiam and Mar- at home, an able young man. (2) Charles was
garet (Rusk) Beacon, the former of whom died born in 1885, and is at home. (3) .Annie E . was
in Windsor, and the latter in Sarnia. Both Mr. born in 1888, and is at home.
( 4) Sarah was
and Mrs. Stevenson are members of the Meth- born in 1891. ·{5) Grace was born in 1894. (6)
odist Church at Albuna. 'l'hey have six children, Edith was born in 1899.
Religiously the family are connected with the
namely: Averil, at home; Effie; Cecelia ; Ettie;
Margaret and 1\Jary. The family is one which is Presbyterian Church, as are the Patillos. Poheld in very high esteem by all who knew litically Mr. Corbett has always given his supthem.
port to the Reform party, and in 1896 he was

COl\1MEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
elected reeve of 1\iaidstone, which position he
held for five years. He is one' of the members
of the board of license commissioners of the
North Riding district for the granting of licenses,
and he has been chairman of same for the past
two years. Fraternally he is a member of the
Canadian Order of l!'oresters, of Elmsted, County of Essex. As a farmer, business man and public official, Mr. Corbett has faithfully discharged
every duty laid upon him, and proved himself a
man well worthy of the confidence and high
esteem of his fellow townsmen.
GEORGE EEDE, a prosperous farmer of
Gosfield South, has the farm upon which his
father, George Eede, located shortly after coming to this country, aud where he has met with
success, due to energy, perseverance and upright
dealings.
George Eede was born Jan. 6, 1851, in the
house that stood until 1903, son of George and
buzabeth (Arner} Eede, mentioned elsewhere.
He received a common school education, and as
a boy, with his brothers, assisted his father iri
clearing the land. Mr. E ede owns 200 acres in
Lots 5 and 6, 4th section, 110 of which is cleared.
REI engages in general farming, and is one of the
very thrifty farmers of his neighborhood. In
1896 he erected a large brick house, that would
attract attention even in a city, and there he and
his family make their home.
In politics M:r. Eede is a Reformer, and he
has never aspired to public office. In religious
matters he is a member of. the Baptist Church.
On Dec. 25, 1878, Mr. Eede was united in
marriage with Emily Fo:t, who was born in Colchester South, Sept. 7, 1856, daughter of Peter
nnd Jane (Stockwell) Fox, farming people of
Essex, and members of prominent pioneer families. To t~is happy union the following children have been born, all of whom are still living.
and all but one of whom are at home: Annie, Albert, Eliza, ~fary and Martha. Albert married
Valeria Wigle, and now resides on a part of the
homestead farm.
·
Mr. Eede is very highly esteemed among his
neighbors for his integrity and reliable business
methods, while personally he endears himself to
those who know him by his courteous, genial
manner, and kind treatment of all. At the pre~ent time he is serving as road commissioner. .
JOSEPH :McFADDEN, a well-known· agriculturist of Tilbury West township, County of
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Essex, was born in Kilmore, County Armagh,
Ireland, May 13, 184.7. His ancestry back to the
time of Queen Elizabeth belongs to the Church
of England branch of the family.
John McFadden, the grandfather of J oseph
1\fcFadden, was also born in Ireland, and there
followed farming. He spent his life as a small
farmer. lie was also a devoted member of the
Church of England. He also belonged to the Masonic fraternity and to the Loyal Orange Association. In politics he was a Conservative. James
McFadden married Mary Smith, who also lived
and died in Ireland. They reared a family of
eight children, namely: James, deceased; William John, wlio died in 1898; J ames, who resides
on the old home; J oseph; Mary J a.ne, deceased
wife of John Mitchell; Elizabeth, widow of William Halligan, of Delray, Michigan; and two
who died young.
Joseph McFadden was educated in the parish
schools in his native land. He worked on the
home farm with his father, and then learned the
weaving trade, at which he was employed until
1869, when he decided to find a new home across
the ocean. Shipping at Belfast, he reached Liverpool, and then took pa.sSage on the steamship
"Batavia" for Boston, and when he landed in
that city was the possessor of three half-sovereigns. Taking good care of this little capital,
he made his way to New Market, New Hampshire, and there found employment in the picking room at the cotton mills, for \vhich he was to
re~eive $1.20 a day, and there he spent an industrious year. He then went to Rockport, where
he was employed four years in cutting paving
stones for the streets of Boston, New York and
Brooklyn. Dnring his six years in New England
he managed to save the sum of $1,200, a pretty
surt> indication that he had no bad habits of any
kind, and that he had strength of will sufficient
to be self-denying. With this capital, so honestly ~arned, in 1875 he came to Canada and located at Comber, Ont., where he was employed
at different occupations in the various mills, for
another six years.
During this time he purchased his present farm of fifty acres on Lot 8,
Concession 8. It was all wild bush land at the
time, needing every kind of improvement, and it
required years of st:eady indust1·y to place it in
its present fine condition. Mr. McFadden cleared
his land, put it under cultivation, erected comfortable houses for his fam:ly and his cattle, and
for the past quarter of a century has been engaged in successful farming and stock raising.
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I n politics Mr. McFadden is a stanch Conservative, and takes a deep interest in the party's
snceeSs. For the past nine years he has been
trustee of School No. 4, and his concern in educational matters is so well known that he was
chosen one of the members of the building committee that completed the high. school at Comber.
In 1903 he was elected councillor of 'l'ilbury
"\Vest. He has always been interested in local enterprises, and was a stockholder .and director,
and for three years treasurer, of the cheese factory.
In religious belief, like his forefathers, Mr.
McFadden is devoted to the Church of England,
and is warden in the local church. He is one of
the active members of the Loyal Orange Association of Comber, No. 1198, and has been its treasurer since 1882. For several years Mr. McFadden served also as county treasurer of t hat body,
taking a profound interest in it and its principles.
On July 4, 1870, Mr. McFadden married,
near New Market, New Hampshire, :Mary A.
Breen, born in County Armagh, Ireland, Aug.
1, 1845, daughter of Henry Breen and sister of
William Breen, a well-known farmer of Tilbury
West. Eight children have been born to this
marriage: lJizzie, wife of William Henry Wright,
a farmer of Tilbury West, and mother of four
children, Clayton, Averial, Emery and Orille;
James Henry, on the homestead; William Joseph, a farmer of Tilbury West, who married Lutitia Heiser, and has one son, Roy; Isabelle, wife
of Samuel Lynn, of Tilbury West township; Albert John; Annie Louise; Sarah and George. Ur.
and Mrs. McFadden have reared their children
in the faith of the Church of England, and they
belong to the congregation at Comber.
Mr. McFadden is a self-made man, and as
such deserves far more attention and respect
than one who has had every path made straight
for him. The attributes which have contributed
to his success are those which redound to his
credit, honesty, industry, strict attention to the
details of his work, whether for an employer, for
the public or for himself, and a provident saving
which makes him able as the evening of life approaches, to look about him on most satisfactory
aecomplishments. He has reared a fine family
of children, ancl has given them educational advantages far beyond any he received himself. 1\>lr.
:McFadden is one of the first-class citizens of Tilbury West, in every particular, and deserves t lhe
esteem in which he is held.

El\IMANUEL DESl\fARAIS, a successful
merchant and postmaster at Chevalier, Tilbury
North, is one of the self-made men of that section. By his own efforts he has acquired a
thorough education and gained a business position second to none in his locality outside of t he
large cities. He is a native of the township of
Tilbury North, born Dec. 4, 1865, at Stony
Point, County of Essex.
Francois Desmarais, his paternal grandfather,
left the Province of Quebec to buy furs
from the Indians in the ·Northwest Territory for the Hudson Bay Co., r emaining
there for eighteen years. H e then came back
to Montreal, was married to Marie Collard, and
with his young wife came to settle· on Lake
Huron, then a wild country where he engaged in
the fishery business. Not satisfied with this he
took his family to Stony Point, where he bought
a fifty-acre tract, which he impr oved, settling
down to farming for the rest of his life. He
died in 1849, aged seventy-six years, and was
buried in the cemetery of the Catholic Church
at Stony Point. Always a member of t hat church,
he attended first St. Peter's and later the Church
of the Annunciation. In politics he was a Liberal.
Paul Desmarais, son of Francois, was born
at Goderich, on Lake Huron, Feb. 25, 1833, and
came with his parents to Stony Point, where he
grew to manhood on the f arm, assisting with
the work at home. In due time he bought a
farm of fifty acres in Concession 1, Lot 8, and
began life as a farmer on his own account. Living first in a log cabin on wild land, he cleared
up his property, improved it, built a good frame
house,· and is still operating the place himself,
although now over seventy-five years old. He
is a Conservative in politics, and in religious
belief a Catholic, · a member of the Church of
the Annunciation.
:Mr. D esmarais has been twice married, his
first union, on Oct. 1, 1853, being to Celina Parent, who was born at Belle River, in Rochester
township, this county, daughter of Oliver Parent.
She was the mother of twelve children, as follows! Sophie, now the widow of Anthony Morrison; Tarcile, late wife of Norris Winegarden;
Onesime, who died young; Nil, a farmer of
Tilbury North; Louise, who married Moses
Piette, of Detroit; Susan, who died at the age
of. twenty-one years; Emmanuel; Clovis, a farmer of Tilbury North; Agnes, deceased wife of
Charles Dam; Delina, wife of Levi Pangborn,
of Windsor; and two who died in infancy. Mrs.
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Desmarais, a hardworking woman who had devoted her life to her family, died on the farm
July 15, 1885, aged fifty-four years, and was
buried in the Stony Point cemetery. She was a
.devout member of the Catholic Church. For his
second wife Mr. Desmarais married, in 1886,
J ennette l\firon, widow of Peter Peters, of Pike
Creek. No family bas come to tbis union.
Emmanuel Desmarais was born in the old
log bouse built when his father first bought the
place. He attended the schools of Stony Point,
where he learned both English and French, and
was at the same time able to help considerably
on the farm. When he was twelve years old
he went to the Catholic school at Windsor for
one year. This only whetted his desire for a
still better education, and he next went to the
Assumption College, at Sandwich, Ont., where
he spent two years studying, although to do so
he was obliged to go in debt to meet his expen...~s.
After leaving college Mr. Desmarais spent one
season at home, the .fall of 1883, and then secw·ed a position at Pike Creek, Ont., which
proved to be the beginning of a prosperous business career. He was employed there for six
years as a bookkeeper and confidential clerk
to Cada & Mailloux, fl.our manufacturers, but
on account of ill health was then obliged to re. sign, and for a year was agent for the Chatham
Harvester Company. He next held a similar
position with John Elliott & Sons, of London,
Ont., manufacturers of farm implements, fo~;
one more year, and during the next five was
agent for Messrs. Harris & Sons, the well-known
manufacturers of agricultural machinery. During all this time he made his home at Stony
Point. I n 1893 he bought out the grocery stock
of Ernest Dumouchelle, at Pike Creek, where
he conducted a most flourishing business. I n
1896, however, he brought his stock to Stony
Point and opened up a store, where he has since
had a larger trade in general merchandise than
any other house in the county outside of the
large cities. He carries a stock worth more
· than $10,000, comprising dry goods, groceries,
boots and shoes, ready-made clothing, hardware,
. crockery, paints and oils, fencing and fencing
wire, cedar posts, coal, etc., in fact everything
which should be included in the stock of an up.
to-date general store, and much more than the
average merchant considers necessary. He conducts his business with great energy, ability and
sound judgment, and is well known for his
honesty and honorable dealings. His school debt
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was soon paid off, he did much to help his pat··
ents, and is now well established himself.
On Sept. 18, 1888, Mr. Desmarais was married, at Pike Creek, to 1\liss Lumina Jacques,
who was born in St. Bartholomew, County of
Berthier, Sept. 26, 1866, and they have had
seven children, namely: l\fary Ann, Catherine,
Joseph E. (who died in infancy), Marguerite,
Laurentia, Joseph Pa1,1l, and Celina Ernestine.
llfr. Desmarais is a man of gifts and attainments much above the average, and bas inevitably become a leader in the community, where
he is held in the greatest esteem and honor. In
spite of his extensive business interests, he has
always found time to take part in public life,
and has filled several positions of trust. A
strong Liberal in his views, he was elected to
the council of the township for four years, was
a school trustee for Stony Point for one year,
was a trustee for the village for three years,
and in 1902 was appointed postmaster at Chevalier, to succeed H. R. Marion. In the Catholic
Order of Foresters he is a prominent figure, as
he was one of the organizers of the local court,
was chief ranger for four years, and was delegatE>
to the courts at Brantford and Pembroke, Ont.
The family are all members of the Catholic
Church at Stony Point.
Joseph and Catherine (Roy) Jacques, the
parents of l\frs. Desmarais, are both natives of
the village of St. Bartholomew, County of Berthier, Quebec, the father born July 30, 1829,
the mother Sept. 9, 1830. They were married
there July 15, 1851, and there continued to
live until 1871, in which year they removed to
the County of Essex. Their first location in
this county was at Tecumseh, where Mr. Jacques
followed his trade of blacksmith for a few
years, and thence they removed to Pike Creek,
where they have ever since made their home.
Here he purchased fifty acres of wild land which
he operated in connection with his trade, though
his son Eugene now carries on the blacksmithing business. Mr. J acques is a strong Liberal
and an active worker, though not an office-seeker.
He and his wife are members of the Catholic
Church. The following children have been born
to them : Emelina married Lazarre Brule, of
Detroit, l\licbigan; Raymond is a blacksmith at
Tecumseh, Ont.; Miss Cordelia lives with her
parents at Pike Creek; Alphonsine, a Sister of
Providence of Montreal, is deceased; Medcric is
a resident of Anaconda, l\fontana; Emile is at
Rat Portage, Ont.; Alexandrine died young; Eu-
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gene is with his parents, and operates the home
farm; Lumina is the wife of Emmanuel Desmarais; Clovis, of .anaconda, Montana, is a
blacksmith; Zenon and .Marie Octavie died
young.
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WILLIAM H. SWEETMA.l~, a prominent
lumberman and farmer on Lot 19, Concession 8,
Colchester North, County of Essex, was born
April 24, 1853, in Scugog township, County of
Ontario, son of William and . Ann (Vincent)
Sweetman, one of the pioneer families of Ontar)o.
Michael and Rachel (McCague) Sweetman,
paternal grandparents of William H., came to
Canada prior to the war of 1812, and of their
children, Patrick, still residing in the County of
Ontario, is the only surviving member. The maternal grandfather, William Vincent, served as a
soldier under Gen. Brock, and was wounded at
the river Rouse, near the Detroit river. After
the war be settled in the County of Durham, but
later removed to the County of Ontario, where
he died, leaving a family of sons and daughters.
William Sweetman was born in the County
of Ontario, in 1829. For some years after his
marriage, he lived in his native county, but in
1870 removed with his family to the County of
Essex, settling as a farmer in Gosfield South
township. His farm was at that time all wild
land, but this he cleared, and lived to enjoy some
of its fruits, dying in March, 1898. His widow,
Ann Vincent, who was born in Nottingham, Eng.
land, in 1829, still resides on the old homestead.
They had a large family born to them, as follows : ( 1) Sophia, born in the County of Ontario,
is the wife of James Jordan, of the County of
Durham. (2) l<'rederick, born in the County of
Ontario, married (second) Mrs. Waltmon, of the
County of Essex, and they reside on a farm in
Colchester North, near that of our subject; h e
has had three sons, William, who was accidentally killed; and Oscar and Wyman. ( 3) William
H. is the third child and second son of this family. (4) Hannah is the wife of Oliver Abbott,
a farmer in Colchester South; she has four sons
and six daughters. (5) John, born in the County of Ontario, married and settled as a farmer in
Gosiield North; he has one daughter and four
sons. (6) Michael married Elizabeth Elford,
· and settled on a farm in Colchester North; they
"hav~ one daughter and two sons. (7) Henrietta
is the wife of Edward Lansing, of Colchester
North, and has two children, Albert and Elsie.

By a former marriage ~ Richard Stewart, she
had two children, Anne and Richard. ( 8) Caroline married Joseph Williamson, of Gosfield
South, and they have two sons and four daughters. (9) George, born in the County of Essex,
married :Mary Thorpe, and settled on the old
home farm in Gosfield South. They have seven
daughters. Almost all members of this family
are W('ll fixed in a financial way, and are rearing
families of their own.
William H. Sweetman was educated in the
Counties of Ontario and Essex, remaining on the
home place until grown to manhood. In 1878, in
association with his brother Frederick, he embarked in a sawmill business. They purchased
land in Colchester North, Gosfield, and other sections, and have followed lumbering and farming
up to the present time. :Mr. Sweetman owns a
.large amount of land,· probably 800 acres in the
County of Essex, all well adapted to his purposes. In 1899 he erected his present comfortable home.
In September, 1899, Mr. Sweetman married
Maggie E. Armstrong, of Sirathroy, Ont., daughter of 'f homas L. and Sarah (Lytle) Armstrong,
an old family of the County of :Middlesex, who
came from Ireland. Mrs. s,veetman had been
one of the popular and successful teachers of
Strathroy for over ten years, of Gosfield for
some years, and she had also been engaged in
teaching in Michigan. Since their marriage they
have resided upon Mr. Sweetman's fine farm.
Politically Mr. Sweetman is an independent.
ln 1893 he was elected a member of the Colchester council, and served for one year, but has
never aspired for political honors. Both he and
his most estimable wife are members of the Methodist Church.
Mrs. ·Sweetman's parents have both passed
away; the other members of the family were:
Miss Mary, who has been a teacher at Strathroy
for twenty-five years; Sarah, who is the wife of
Milton Cummiford, of Strathroy; Edith, wife
of Charles Abshear, of Fort Worth, Texas; John,
the editor of the Sarnia Observer, who married
Bessie Steedman; and Irwin, a machinist of
Strathroy. Mrs. Sweetman is a refined, cultivated lady. She is a graduate of the Toronto
Normal School, ·and spent seventeen years in
-teaching, during which time she attracted to her
many friends. Both she and Mr. Sweetman are
noted for their hospitality, and for the gentle
courtesies as well as the sterling virtues which
command respect and esteem.
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STANISLAUS LASSALINE, who is one of
the revered and honored citizens of Sandwich,
County of Essex, was born in the town of Sandwich, the capital town of the County of Essex,
July 25, 1825, son of J oseph Lassaline, also anative of Sandwich, and grandson of Paul Poisson
di Lassaline, a native of la ·st. Onjue, France,
whose birth occurred in 1757. About 1786 the
latter emigt·ated to Ontario, and settled in Sandwich, where he followed milling. During the
period of the war of 1812, when the Americans
occupied Sandwich, they rented the mill for 100
shillings per week, and the father of our subject
ground· grain for the American soldiers with his
two windmills. At that time flour sold at the
mill for a sh1lling a pound. This historic mill
was owned by the grandfather until his death, in
1833, at the age of seventy-six years. He was
married in Sandwich to Miss Leduque, a native
<>f Canada, and to this union were born six children: Paul, Joseph, Felix, Archange, Theresa
and Phylis.
•Toseph Lassaline, the father of Stanislaus,
was bol'll in Sandwich in 1788. He served in the
wnr of 1812 ns a gunner, and was also in the
Rebellion of 1837. Like his father he followed
milling, and became a worthy and influential
man. In 1824 he married Monique Campeau;
by whom he had the following children: Stanislaus, John, l\fary Ann, ~ictoria, Celema, Felix
(who died young); and a daughter (who died
young, and whose name is not 1."1lown). Joseph
· Lassaline died in 1854, at the age of sixty-six,
· .aQd his wife in 1868.
Stanislaus Lassaline was born in Sandwich,
July 25, 1825, and has spent almost eighty years
in this his native town. On reaching manhood he
learned the cabinetmaker's trade, which he followed for many years, and in connection with
which he engaged quite extensively in the manufacture of furniture, in which he was joined by
his three sons. After being twice burned out, he
transferred the furniture and undertaking business to Windsor, and placed it in charge of his
three sons, Victor, Eugene and J osepb, who have
developed it into one of the best establishments
<>f its kind in Western Ontario. At present l\fr.
Lassaline is retired from active business, although he is still to be found in the furniture
store, his active mind refusing to allow him to
enjoy the ease his years of labor have earned for
htm.
In 1850 l\fr. Lassaline married 1\Iiss Rooa
Poget, daughter of Capt. C. Poget, of the Rebel-
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lion of 1837. To Mr. and Mrs. Lassallne were
born the following children: Victor, Philip,
Anna, Eliza, Eugene, Joseph, Matilda, John and
Annie. Victor, who resides in Toront<>, married
Rose Marentette, and they have six children,
J erry, Eddie, Raymond, Wilfred, Lottie and
Paul. Eugene married Bridget Ann Murphy,
and has seven children, Marie, H elen, Stanley,
Wilfred, Beatrice, Francis and Mary. Joseph
married Margarete Hanretty, and has eight children, Catherine,, Mary P., Lillian, Phylis, Florence, 1\Iargarette, Royal and Joe. Matilda married Adolph Allen, and has three children. Eliza
married Thomas Mears, and has four children,
their daughter, Etta, being married and the
mother of one son; their other children are Ella,
Grace and John. Annie is unmarried and resides
at home. The mother of this family died May
27, 1901. Politically 1fr. Lassaline is a Liberal,
and be is a consistent member of the Roman
Catholic Church of the Assumption, of Sandwich.
EVERETT M. BEE, a prosperous farmer
and fruit grower of Mersea township, who is very
prominently identified with its horticultural interests, was born Sept. 21, 1839. in Gosfield township, a son of Edward and Elizabeth (Burrows)
Bee.
Edward Bee was born in Nottingham, England, where he was well educated and where he
engaged in farming prior to emigrating to Canada. He came to the Dominion on the sailing
vessel, the" Ajax," by way of New York, thence
to Hamilton, Ont. Soon after he settled in the
County of Essex, buying a tract of 100 acres of
land in Mersea to,vnsbip. There he erected a log
house, and cleared and improved his farm, which
he later sold, and, removing to Kingsville, there
passed the balance of his life, and there he died
at the age of ninety-eight years, at the home of
his son William. I n politics he was a Conservative; in religion, a Methodist. His marriage was
to Elizabeth Burrows, born also in Nottinghamshire, who died at the age of fifty-eight years,
and was interred in the cemetery at Kingsville.
Their three children were : William, a farmer and
business man of Fredericksburg, Iowa; Everett
M.; Martha, wife of William Cascadden, of Gosfield township.
Everett M. Bee was born in a log cabin, and
was reared on his father's farm under pioneer
conditions. His early education was obtained at
the district schools, this being supplemented by
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a commercial course at a Detroit College. .After
his return he was offered a position, which he accepted, of bookkeeper with the business firm of
Solomon Wigle & Son, being also confidential
clerk, and fie remained with this firm for ten
years in Leamington. In 1873 he embarked in a
. mercantile business with Alfred and J. H. Wigle
as partners, Alfred Wigle soon retiring, and the
others carrying on the business for nvo years. Mr.
Bee then purchased Mr. Wigle's interest, and
conducted the business alone for eighteen years,
with the exception of a short period when Edward Bachelor had an interest in the business.
When Mr. Bee closed out his business in
Leamington, he removed to Windsor, and lived a
life of ease in that beautiful city for six years.
When he decided to return to business activity
again, he returned to Leamington and located on
the lake front, where he purchased a tract of
sixty acres, which he called "Bay Shore," and
which he has devoted mainly to fmit and tobacco culture, having twenty acres in peaches,
twelve in apples, and a large acreage in tobacco.
Here he bas erected one of the finest homes in the
township, at a cost of not less than $3,000, which
is fitted with hot and cold water, bath and gas,
and is fur'nished with great taste and luxury. Mr.
Bee has a gas well on his premises, and has his
own private water supply, which is run by a hydraulic engine.
Mr. Bee married Mary Harris, who was born
at Kingsville, daughter of Henry Harris, and is
a lady of education, culture and refinement. One

child was born to Mr. and :Mrs. Bee, but it passed
away in infancy, and they adopted two orphans, a son and daughter, namely: Earl and
· Clara, both of whom are receiving educational
advantages.
I n politics Mr. Bee is a stanch Conservative.
He was OntJ of the incorporators of the town, and
served for three years as a very useful member
of the town council. Fraternally he belongs to
the I.O.O.F. and the United Workmen. Mr. Bee
· is a self-made man, starting out in life a poor
boy, and his success is but another instance of t.he
rewards which attend industry, temperance,
ability and honesty. He is known to be a man
of sterling integrity, and numbers among his
friends many of the leading citizens of the town
and township.
THOMAS G. FERRISS, the owner and proP.rietor of the finest and best equipped livery
· establishment in Windsor, is also one of the

city's leading business men. lie is descended
from one of the leading families of the County
of Essex.
The great-grandfather of :Mr. Ferriss was a
Uniteu Empire Loyalist, having come to Canada
from the States about the time of the Revolutionary war, and settled in Bois Blanc, a part
of the County of Essex. His family consisted of
three sons and two daughters, namely: John,
Isaac, Samuel, Polly and Esther.
John Ferriss, the grandfathet• of Thomas G.,
was born in 1795, in Bois Blanc, and died in
1882 in Toronto. He married a lady named
McCormick, who was born 1797, in the County
of Essex, and their children were: l\!athew, who
died in 1899, in Manitoba; John, deceased; Mary,
the wife of Alexander Quick, of Essex South;
J oscph was a farmer and wagon-maker of Essex
South; Sarah, deceased, who was the wife of·
James Waddell; Elizabeth, deceased wife of
Charles Wrigh't; and William who died in 1900,
in Essex South,
John Ferriss (2), son of John, and father

in

of Thomas G., was born in 1816, in the County
of Essex, where he followed farming, spending
his whole life in his native country. lie became
prominent in politics, was for many years a
member of the county council, and was also reeve
of his township. Ilis death took place in 1897.
His wife bore the maiden name of Hannah Renwick, and she was born in 1822, in the County
of Kent, of English parentage, and now resides
on the old homestead ~ South Essex. The Ferriss children were a hardy lot, and grew to man·
hood and womanhood, intelligent and much
esteemed. Their names are: Miss Malinda, who
resides at South Essex; 1\falcolm, born in 1849,
who followed farming until 1880, when he went
to the North-west where he became a land dealer,
for nine years was provincial land inspector and
is now engaged in a real estate business at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba; Thomas G., of Windsor; and Arthur R., a farmer of South Essex,
who married Nora Malott, and they have two
children, Eddie and Sidney.
Thomas G. Ferriss was born Sept. 7, 1854, on
the old Ferriss homestead, in Colchester township, County of Essex, and remained on the
home f arm until he was twenty years of age.
He then made a trip to the North-west and took
up a homestead in Manitoba, to which he gave
his attention for four wears, at the end of this
time selling to advantage. Embarking in the
real estate business in partnership with N. H.
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Stevens, of Chatham, and J ohn Rankin, under
the firm name of Ferriss, Rankin & Stevens, Mr.
Ferriss found a wide field for his energies, and
the firm continued to prosper. I n 1882 he engaged in the horse business, in which he continued to be interested until 1893, when he disposed of his holdings in the North-west and returned to Windsor. In August of the same year,
he purchased the livery property of William
McGregor, ex-M. P., which was located on
the site now occupied by Lassaline Bros.' furniture store. This property was totally destroyed
by fire in April, 1900, and although the loss was
great, it was a gain to the city for it caused the
erection of the present establishment, which is
the most commodious, sanitary and best equipped in all Western Ontario. It is located at
'the corner of Pitt and Ferry Streets, and is 56 x
90 feet in dimensions, three stories in height,
with basement, and accommodations on the second floor for the stabling of sixty horses. On
the first floor is located the office, and also a
complete line of carriages and conveyances of
every styl~, it being the aim of Mr. Ferriss to
suit every taste, and to be able to fill any demand
made upon him. In addition to this large livery
business he deals in horses, buying and shipping
and during the South African War he was particularly busy.
While in the North-west, Mr. Ferriss gavf
some attention to politics, and served for four
years on the council of Portage la Prairie, but
since returning to Windsor he has devoted his
entire attention to his extensive business. P olitically he is a Reformer, and fraternally a member of Windsor Lodge, No. 42, A. F. & A. l\1.,
and of the A. 0. U. W.
In 1885 1\lr. Ferriss was married, in the
North-west, to 1\Iiss Emma Smart, daughter of
W. R. Smart, of Caledonia, formerly of Scotland, and the children born to this union are:
Gordon, J osephine, Paul, Alexander, and Helen
and Ruth, twins. 1\fr. Ferriss is regarded as
one of the progressive, enterprising and public·
spirited citizens ·of Windsor, fully awake to
modern conditions and capable of meeting them.
GEORGE W. COATSWORTH, township
clerk and t reasurer of Gosfield South, belongs to
one of the early settled families of the County of
Essex.
·
·
·
J ohn Coatsworth, his grandfather, was born
in : the County of ·Durham, England, and was
there married (first) to ~fary · Watson, _to whom
19
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were born two children: J oseph, father of our
subject; and Hannah, deceased, who married
Solomon Iler. He married (second) Ann Russell, and to them was born Ann, who is the wido'v
of John Otis, who resides at Clairville, California. In April, 1817, accompanied by his wife
and children, John Coats worth left England for
America. 'fhe family resided at Buffalo, New
York, for one and a half years, and then came to
Canada, settling on Lot 222, Talbot Road South,
in Mersea township, County of Essex, drawing
this tract through Col. Talbot, in May, 1819.
Soon after locating on this land, he was taken
with fever, due to the change of climate, and
from the effects of which he died in t he succeeding December.
Joseph Coatsworth was born J une 26, 1805,
in England, and was twelve years old when the
family came to America. After his father's death
he went to Amherstburg, but the other members
of the family remained in Mersea. He apprenticed himself to a Mr. I nnis, to learn the tanning
business. In 1833 he returned to Gosfield township, and settled on Lot 7, Concession 1, Eastern
Division, at a village called Albertville, which
has since nearly passed out of existence. There
he embarked in the tannery business, which be
carried on extensively, it being an important industry in that section at the time, but be discontinued it in 1860, when be purchased a farmt
thereafter devoting his time to its care and to the
duties of official life. In 1848 he was appointed
justice of the peace; in 1852-1854 elected councillor; in 1855 reeve; and in 1857 be was appointed towns.1ip clerk, which office be held
for twenty-one years, the office having been in
the family for nearly half a century. In 1848
he was appointed p ostmaster at Gosfield and
held that office for twenty years, and the old
post office desk is now in the possession of our
subject. Until his death he served as a justice
of the peace, and even adjudicated a case three
days before his death, having remained strong
and vigorous to the last. He passed away J uly
8, 1891, at the age of eighty-six years. He was
one of the strong, upright and honorable men
of affairs in his locality, was a consistent member of the R~form party, and, according to his
character, boldly upheld its principles. Equally
zealous was he as a. supporter of the tenets of
the Methodist Church, serving· as its recording
steward ·for nearly fifty years, and actively
working in its interest until the close of his
useful life.
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Mr. Coatsworth married four times. I-I is the Sunday-school. For the past twenty-one
first union was with Esther Ilcr, daughter of years he has served as trustee, secretary and
Jacob Iler, and the children born to this mar- treasurer of School Section No. 3, and he is also
riage were as follows: Ann, born Oct. 27, 1829, secretary and treasurer of the South Essex Agridied in 1852, wife of .A. :\I. Wigle, of Ruthven; cultural Society, an organization he has thus
!11iss Elizabeth, of Leamington, was born Oct. served for ten years. In addition, he is an inter19, 1831; H annah, born r.Iarch 6, 1834, died ested and useful officer of the South Essex FarmDec. 27, 1902, wife of .Alanson Elliott of Col- ers' Institute, of which he is secretary and treaschester. 1'he second marriage of Justice Coats- u-rer. His fraternal connection unites him with
worth was to Sarah· Wigle, daughter of John the A. 0. U. W. of Kingsville. In political vie,vs
Wigle, and their children were: Susan, born he is a Liberal.
On Dec. 4, 1867, Mr. Coatsworth was united
May 3, 1835, is the widow of George H. Mills,
of Leamington; J ohn, born in February, 1837, in marriage with Agnes Wilson, who was born
died aged eignt months; Solomon, born July 4, in Scotland, and who accompanied her parents
1838, married Lavina Thornton, and is a suc- in childhood to Canada. To them have been
cessful farmer in Gosfield South; Lucinda, born born: (1 ) J oseph Wilson, born Feb. 27, 1869,
June 11, 184.0, died May 5, 1880, wife of Enoch in the employ of the Page Wire Fence ComMalott; George Watson, born Nov. 27, 1842, is . pany at Walkerville, married Lucy Brundage,
mentioned below; Nancy Jane died in child- and they nave two children, Josephine A., born
hood, aged two years and five months: Robert Feb. 25, 1897, and Edith, born Jan. 30, 1899.
W., born Dec. 26, 1847, died in Gosfield town- (2) Mary Agnes died aged fourteen months.
ship, April 9, 1879; he married Laura Scratch, (3) Martha Lucinda died when one month old.
(4) IIugh, born Jan. 9, 1879, is residing on
and left two daughters.
the home place ; he married Edna Malott, ·
The third marriage of llfr. Coatsworth was
daughter of Leonard Malott.
to Jane God win, and the two children of this
Few citizens of this locality are better
marriage were: William R., born Dec. 29, 1849;
known and very few more highly respected than
and Sarah J., born June 5, 1852, both deceased.
Mr. Coatsworth. The family has long been one
?l-1r. Coatsworth married for his fourth wife
prominent in political, r eligious, agricultural
Catherine, widow of Michael -Fox, and the two
and social circles in Gosfield township.
daughters of this marriage are both residents
of Kingsville-Miss Mary, born Nov. 27, 1855,
DENNIS DOWNING, a prominent farmer
and Miss Etta, born M:ay 3, 1860.
of the County of Essex, located on Lot 302, TalGeorge W. Coatsworth was born Nov. 27, bot Road, in Sandwich South, was born April
1842, oo: Lot 7, Concession 1, East Division, and 4, 1849, on his present farm, son of Dennis and
he attended the neighboring school when Jasper Hanora (Whoolhan) Downing, both of whom
Golden was in charge, completing his education were born in County Kerry, Ireland.
there. He cared for his parents as long as they
'l'hese parents emigrated to the State of
lived, following farming as his occupatiQn, Pennsylvania, where they married, and in 1820,
Like his father he has been obliged to devCJte came to Canada, settling in Sandwich South.
much attention to matters of a public nature, There Mr. Downing became a land agent under
his fellow-citizens honoring him with many tok- Col. Talbot, serving a number of years, and as
ens of their esteem and confidence. lie served be was a man of education, he was made superas assessor of Gosfield before the division, in intendent and teacher · of the schools in that
1885, 1886 and 1887. · At the division of the district for a number of years also. He was the
township of Gosfield into North and South, in first magistrate of that section of the county,
1888, · he was appointed clerk, holding the office and he was called upon for an extended period
ever since. In 1898. he was made township to execute wills and all legal papers. Although
treasurer, and his administration of both office~ he lived on a farm, his time was gene·r ally· occumeets with the approval · of the whole pied in mental instead of physical labor. The
constituency. ·
death of his wife in 1856 left him with a family
In the Methodist Church at Kingsville :Mr. of five sons and three daughters, some of whom
Coatsworth is much valued and has taken an he survived, living to old age and dying in 1891:
official part for many years, at present serving I n politics he was a Conservative; and he wasas trustee, class-leader and superintendent of connected with official life for a n umber of
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years, his offices including that of reeve of He was a -..vagonmaker by occupation, and a
Sandwich. His -religious duties were never neg- most worthy and good man.
lected, and be was one of the founders of the
Comfort Latam, son of James, was born at
Catholic Church in Sandwich. His children Cincinnati, and was brought by his parents to
were as follows: James married in the States, Gosfield township. He received but a limited
and settled -in Kansas, where he died, leaving education, but made the best of his opportun·
one daughter, Catherine; John, born in Sand- ities. Like his father, he later removed to Merwich, married and engaged in a grocery busi- sea township, where he engaged in farming,
ness in Detroit, and has three children, Mary, and died at the age of sixty-six years, firm in
Charlotte and ·Nellie; Mary, deceased, was the the faith of the Methodist Church, of which ·he
wife of Michael McCarthy, who lives in Sand- was an earnest member. During his long and
wich South, and bad children, Frank, Arthur, upright life, he made many warm friends, and
Fred, Nora, Josephine and Victoria; Cornelius, gained the confidenc-e and respect of all · with
born at the old home, married a resident of whom he had any dealings. Comfort Latam
Kansas, and has a family of two sons and three married Caroline Fulmer, born in Mersea towndaughters; Ellen died in young womanhood; ship, daughter of John Fulmer. She died in
Alexander removed from Sandwich after mar- 1902, and is buried beside her husband in the
riage, to Bay City, Michigan, and engaged in beautiful Olinda cemetery. Like him, she, too;
railroading until his death; Hanora, born in was ·a member of the Methodist Church, and
1847, is the wife of Jeremiah Driscol, of Walk- reared her family in the fear of the Lord. Five
erville, and ·. they have these children, John, children were born to this worthy couple: John
Florence, Thomas and Mary; and Dennis.
J.; Francis M., a resident of Red Deer, NorthDennis Downing was educated mainly by west territory; Robert, who died young; Henry
his father, anQ. he became the farmer at the Wallace, a resident of Leamington; Herman
homestead. His father remained in his care Bruce, on the homestead.
during his declining years and received filial
John J. Latam was reared on the· homestead
attention. . In 1880 Mr. Downing married Cath- with his father, and attended the public school.
erine Burk, a member of a very old county fam- After be grew to manhood he went to Windsor,
ily. · Mrs. Downing died in 1888, ieaving three and, obtaining a teacher's certificate, he taught .
chiidren, namely: Gertrude, who died in child- school for ten years in Gosfield and Mersea
hood; Catherine, who resides on the old home- townships, meeting with unqualified success,
stead; ·and Gertrude (2), who was born in 1886, and becoming one of the popular and welland is a· student.
known instructors of those localities. At the
During the war of 1836-37-38, the father of expiration of the decade, he bought forty acres
Mr. Downing was the captain of a company, of land on Concession 5, Lot 4, which he conwhich be organized himself, and he served all verted into a fine fruit farm, making a specialty
through the war. Like his father our subject of peaches. In 1898 he was unfortunate enough
has always been identified with the Conservative to lose 500 trees by the severe frost of that year,
party. Religiously he belongs to the Catholic entailing a loss of $1,000. Undismayed, he
Church. Mr. Downing stands vecy high in · planted another orchard, and had an excellent
public esteem. .. He is a worthy representative orchard of 2,000 .trees in bearing condition,
of one of the most promlnent and enterprising until the winter of 1903-04 when he lost 1,500
men who assisted in the early development of trees by the hard frost: In addition to his fruit
this s~ction.
farm, he rents fifty acres, and devotes that property to general farming. Mr. Latam is thrifty,
JOHN J. LATAM, a well-knowtdruit grow- industrious and enterprising, and the success
er · and local . preacher of Mersea township, which bas attended him is certainly well-meritCounty- of Essex, residing on Concession 5, was ed. In politics he is a Liberal.
· · "It is not, however, as a farmer, fruit grower
born· on the same concession, June 2, 1852. ·
· James Latatn, grandfather of John J. Latam, or public-spirited man, that Mr. Latam is best
was a native of Ohio, where he was married. knoWn., but as a local preacher of rare eloquence
Later he brought his family to Ontario, locating and persuasive spirit, that he dwells in the
in Gosfield township, County of Essex, ·laier hearts and· minds of his neighbors and friends.
removing to Mer8ea township, the same county. Converted. at the age of twenty-three years, he
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embraced the faith of the Methodist church,
and ever since he has been one of that church's
most active and conscientious workers. For fifteen years he has taught a Bible class, expounding the truth of Scripture as only a man of his
learning and deep thought can; he has been
one of the best Sunday-school superintendents
the township has ever known; he is a leader in
all Sunday-school convention work, and always
is sent as a delegate to such gatherings; he is
trustee and recording steward of the church,
· and as a local preacher he has few equals, he
officiating at Mount Carmel. His eloquence
comes from the heart, and few who hear him
can resist the power of his logic and the force
of his pleading. 1\:[r. Latam is especially successful in revivals, where .his words of entreaty
and Christian love never fail to bring many
into the fold. Not content with resting upon
the learning he already possesses, Mr. Latam is
a close student of the Bible, and eagerly reads
all matter pertaining to sacred Sl.lbjoots, which
he believes will benefit him and his followers.
The influence exerted by such a man, who carries out in his daily life the faith he preaches,
can scarcely be overestimated. Certainly his
life has been spent in his Master's work, and he
is laying up for himself a rich reward for faithful, unselfish service both spiritually and in a
material sense, for his purse is open to the
needs of his beloved church. Mr. Latam married
Eliza J. Bruner, born in Gosfield township, a
daughter o£ Reuben Bruner. Mrs. Latam is a
lady of high principles, who gives her husband
the support of her ready sympathy in his work.
'l'he children which have come to bless their
happy home are as follows: Goldwin H., a dry
goods clerk at Toronto; Alaphus Maxwell, a
butcher at Essex, who married Ruby Reid, of
Leamington; Oliver Lester, who passed the senior leaving or equal to a first-class, certificate
.at the Leamington High school in 1904, and is
now attending the model school in Windsor, preparing himself for a practical teacher; Mablon,
at home; Ada V.; Reuben; John M.; and
Jacob S.
GILBERT DE LAURIER, a. well-known
citizen of Mersea township, was born there April
7, 1841, of French and English extraction.
Francis De Laurier, his grandfather, was born
• in France, and was there liberally educated and
became a promising artist. Ambitiou.s to see
the' world, in young manhood he came to America

and located at Detroit, Michigan, where he followed his artistic work. A large number of his
fine paintings now adorn the old Catholic
churches of that city, being gifts from this devoted son of the Church. His death took place
in Detroit, where his memory is still cherished
among its early patrons of art.
J ohn Baptist De Laurier, son of Francis,
and father of Gilbert, was born at Detroit, and
there was educated by his careful and scholarly
father. During the War of 1812 he was a
volunteer soldier lllllder Gen. William Henry
.Harrison, who afterward became President of
the United States. After the close of the war,
l\Ir. De Laurier came to Canada and located in
.1Iaidstone township, County of Essex, where he
obtained a grant of land, part of the Col. Talbot grant. Later he came to Mersea to\vnship,
where he was among the pioneers, purchasing
a tract of land on which he lived until the close
of his life. His death took place in 1873, and
his burial was in Ruthven cemetery. For his
services in the \Var of 1812, he received a pension from the American Government. He married Julia Hazel, born in :Mersea township,
daughter of Edward Hazel, who had settled in
the County of Essex after the Revolution. A
family of ten children was born to this union,
as follows: Charles, deceased; Sarah Ann, wife
of Henry Swatman; Susanna, wife of Thomas
Lallie; Agnes, wife of Philip Cofell; John, William ~nd Francis, all deceased; Edward; Richard ; and Gilbert. The·mother died on the homestead, and she was interred in Ruthven cemetery.
She was a most worthy member of the Methodist
Church.
Gilbert De Laurier attended the schools of
his locality, although they were so limited in
advantages that the pupils secured only the most
elemental instruction. He kept employed on the
homestead until his majority, when he went to
Michigan, and there became interested in the
fishing industry, in which he engaged for seven
years on Lake St. Clair. After his return to
Mersea township he followed fishing in those
waters, and became possessed of three pounds
along Lake Erie. In the meantime he bad not
neglected to secure some good farming land, .and
has successfully followed farming during his
eighteen years of active life in the fisheries of
this township. The present home farm was given
1\frs. De Laurier by her · father, Alexander
Michie. 1\fr. De Laurier owns a l.arge amount
of· fine stock, including cattle and · horses of
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acknowledged pedigree. Much of his life has
been healthfully passed in the open air, and to
this he attributes his excellent health. He is a
lover and admirer of Nature, particularly as it
is found in his native !"and.
On Oct. 6, 1862, Mr. De Laurier was married, at Detroit, to IIuldah Jane Draper, who
was born in Newmarket, Ont., Aug. 31, 1843,
daughter of J ohn and Fanny (Kelly) Draper,
natives, respectively of the County of York, Ont.,
and Ireland. John Draper was a cabinet maker.
Mrs. De Laurier died March 19, 1875, and was
buried in Ruthven cemetery. She was the mother
of six: children as follows : William, a resident
of Detroit, married Maggie McComb ; Richard
died young; Frederick W. is in the fish business
at Leamington, married Euphemia Foster,. and
has three children, Maurice, Otis, and Madeline;
Judson, residing in Detroit, married Hila Buckson, and has ·two children; Julia married Frederick La Marsh, of Leamington, and bas four
children, Neda, Kathleen, Judson and Annie;
and Annie married Thomas Butson, of Detroit,
and has three children, Hazel, Alice and Gilbert.
On Nov. 6, 1878, Mr. De Laurier marritlol
Mary Elizabeth Michie, of Grosse Point, bom
March 17, 1856, daughter of Alexander aud
Catherine (McSpaden) Michie, the latter born
in Mt. Clemens, Michigan. Mr. Michie was a
man of English birth and large wealth. H~
resided at Grosse Point, Michigan, and is survived by a number of sons, who have become
prominent men of business in various parts of
the United States. His brother, Sir Archibald
Michie, was at one time the attorney-gen~ral of
Australia. 1\Irs. DeLaurier is a lady of many
accomplishments and social graces, her education
having been pursued under most fav'>rable circumstances. Although an American by 'IJirtb
and a lover of her native land, and proud of
the great accomplishments and the sterling character of the native citizens of the great republic,
she still entertains a deep admiration for Canadian institutions, and a warm affection for the
admirable people by whom she is surrounded.
She lias been a most devoted mother to a large
family, viz.: Catherine, wife of Ernest Wigle,
of Detroit; Rudolph, who died young; Hulda,
who married George Appleford, of the Northwest Territory, and has one daughter, Mary E.;
J essie, Alexander, Charlotte, Ida and Gilbert,
all at home ; Sidney, who died young; and Minnie and James, at home. All have been given
excellent educational advantages and are bright
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representatives of the youth of the Dominion
under the best circumstances. The f~mily is
religiously connected with the Baptist Church.
In politics Mr. DeLaurier is a stanch Conservative, but will not accept the cares of public
office. He is a man devoted to his home and family, where be is justly respected and beloved.
DAVID C. DEWHIRST, a prosperous
farmer of Gosfield North, residing on Concession
10, Lot 16, has passed his whole life in the
County of Essex. He was born in Rochester
tow·nship J an. 2, 1854, son of Charles and J ulia
(l\fettie) Dewhirst, early settlers in the county.
George Dewhirst, grandfather of David G.,
came with his wife, Alice, from England, in
1823, and settled in Maidstone township, where
they, with the Robinsons and the McKeons, were
the only families. How hard life in the wild
was in those days may be inferred from the fact
that for some years these sturdy pioneers had
to carry all their household supplies on their
backs from Sandwich. The parents both died
in this old homestead, leaving eleven children,
of whom (1J John, and (2) George, settled in
Illinois. (3) Jonathan settled in St. Clair,
Michigan. · ( 4) Alfred, the only surviving son,
lives in Gosfield South. (5) Elizabeth was the
wife of Harvey King, of Detroit. (6) Salina
married Samuel King, and moved to New
Hampshire. (7) Annie was the wife of J. H.
Rhodes, and died in Rochester, County of Essex.
(8) Maria married David Hensman who resides
on the old homestead in Essex Center, and died
in 1903.
Charles Dewhirst was born in England in
Nov., 1818, while his wife, J ulia 1\!ettie, of
French and German parentage, was a native of
the County of Essex, born in March, 1820. He
came to this country with his parents, married
and settled on bush land in Rochester township,
which he cleared, making a permanent home
there. Politically he belonged to the Reform
party, and religiously he and his wife were
Baptists, and founders of the church in their
locality. Charles Dewhirst died in 1871, his
wife surviving him for twenty years. Eight
children were born to Charles Dewhirst and his
wife, as follows: (1) Mary, deceased, was the
wife of Anthony Cogsbill, of Alberta, and
mother of Adey, George, Charles, Annie, Burl,
Albert, John and May. (2) William, born in
Rochester, married Emma Brooker, has three
daughters, Laura, Louise and Edith, and resides
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on a farm in Gosfield North. (3) J ane is the
wife of George Garrett, a retired farmer of
Essex, Ont. ( 4) Daniel married I\'liSS Mattie
Simons, of Rochester, moved to California, and
there died,; leaving six children, Charles, Roy,
William, Carrie, l\Iabel and llfyrtle. (5) Julia,
the wife of James Scarlett, of Gosfield North,
Concession 9, has three children, Charles, Elsie
and Ernest. ( 6) George died when a young .
man. (7) Alb'ert died in youth. (8) David C.
· . David C. Dewhirst grew up in the old home
-in Rochester, attending the district schools. His
father died when he was quite young, and left
him a farm o£ some fifty acres, on which he
started out for himself, when only fourteen
years old. He improved the place, put up good
·buildings, and lived there for twenty-five years.
I n 1900 he sold out that place and bought the
Charles McFee farm of 150 aares, in Concession
10, where he is at present residing.
Mr. Dewhirst bas been twice married. On
Oct. 8, 1874, he married Silena Brooker, daughter of J ohn and Esther Brooker, of Rochester
township. She died Oct. 18, 1877, the mother
.of two children, Harrie D., died June 21, 1893;
Myrtle E., born Sept. 18, 1877, died Dec. 9,
1877.
On :May 8, '1879, l\fr. Dewhirst was married
to :Mrs. Sarah A. (Elliott) Lickman, who Wa3
born in Tilbury West in 1840, daughter of
Peter and Sarah (Kirk ) Elliott. The Elliotts
came from England and were a prominent family in Tilbury, where Mrs. EDiott died. Mr.
Elliott's death occurred in California. Sarah A.
Elliott first married Daniel Lickman, who died
leaving her with one daughter, Isabel, now Mrs.
Lewis Williams, of Talbot Road, and the mother
of one child, Hazel Williams. Mr. and Mrs.
Dewhirst have a family of six children: James,
born in 1881 ; Albert, who died at the age of
four years; Gertrude was born in May, 1884;
Allan and Alvin, twins, born in 1886; and
Pearl, born in 1889. AU these children are at
.home.
The Dewhirst family all belong to the Methodist Church, and are ·leaders in its work. Mr.
Dewhirst is one of the trustees, and secretary
of the board, as well as class-leader, while his
wife is the efficient leader of the Ladies' Aid
Sooiety. Politically he has always supported
the Reform ticket, and has done his duty at the
polls, but his only connection with public life
has been in the educational department, as ·during· his residence in Rochester township he serv-

ed as trustee and treasurer of the schools. Mr.
Dewhirst is a born farmer, and has worked to
such good purpose that he stands among the
solid men of the county, while his home shows
that he is not only a. man of ability in the practical affairs of life, but one of culture also. His
upright Christian character and kindly disposition have endeared him to all, and entitle him
to rank as one of the best men in the community.
.Fraternally he is a member of the A. 0 : U. W.
at Woodslee, Ontario.
ALFRED llf. LANGLOIS, a farmer of. Lot
125, in Sandwich East, on the river front, was
born there April 9, 1856. . His parents, Jerome
and Mary (Ouellette) Langlois, were both born
in the County of Essex, he in Sandwich East
in Jan., 1823, and she in Sandwich West in Aug.,
1832. On both sides he is descended from old
French families, on the maternal side being a
great-great-grandson of Frank Ouellette, who
came from France to Canada as early as 1728.
His son, John Baptist Ouellette, was born in
.Montreal, married. Genevieve J anisse, and had
a son, Antoine. Antoine Ouellette was a colonel
in the War of 1812. He married Catherine
Bezaire, and they were the .parents of Mrs.
Langlois. Iri general, the Ouellette family \Vere
settled in Detroit and Sandwich West.
The paternal great-grandfather of Alfred
M. Langlois was Antoine Langlois, who came
from F rance with a colony which settled at
Detroit, but he later crossed to the Canadian
side of the. river. He married, became the father of Julian Langlois, who was born in Windsor,
and became one of the first settlers on the River
Front, in Sandwich East, where he lived until
his death, in 1835. He married Miss Rose Parent, and to them were born : J erome, father of
Alfred 'M.; Henry, who married a.nd with his
family lives on the Tecumseh road; and a daughter, Marcile, who died unmarried. After the
death of Julian Langlois, his widow remained at
the homestead for some years, and then married
James Bellperche, by whom she had one son,
Adolph. ·
Jerome Langlois, the eldest of the family,
received a limited education, and after the death
'o f bis father became the manager of his mother's
farm, which was mostly wild land, and which he
helped dear to make the present home. In 1849
he married Miss Mary Ouellette; and they settled at the old homestead, which fell by la'v to
the eldest son. There he ·erected a brick house
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in 1857, <X!Cupying same until his death. During
these years he added by purchase to the old
home until he was enabled t o leave separate
f arms for his two sons. lie died at his home
J an. 15, 1898, aged seventy-five ; his \vife had
passed away in 1883, aged fifty-one, after faithfully sharing with him both the hardships of
his early life, and the comforts and ease of later
years. They were among the founders of the
first Catholic Church built at Sandwich, and
also of t he chapel built later at Tecumseh, and
.the new edifice in that village, while they also
assisted in getting t he present Walkerville
Church, where 1\Ir. Langlois later worshipped.
P olitically he was a Conservative.
Of the large family of fifteen children, born
to l\Ir. and l\frs. Langlois, only ten lived to grow
up. ( 1) Rosie, born in 1855, now deceased, was
the wife of Stanislas J anisse, who settled in
Sandwich East ; she left no family. (2) Alfred
M. is mentioned below. (3) Miss H elen, bom
in 1858, lives at the homestead. ( 4) Louise, born
in 1860, now deceased, was the wife of Charles
Janisse, who resides in Sandwich West; she lett
two children, Rene and Loretta. (5) Clara,
born in 1863, is unmarried and at home. (6)
Zoe, born in 1865, was educat ed at 1\Iontreau
Convent and is now a sister in the L ewiston
(l\Iaine) Hospital. (7) Ernest, born in 1868,
married Miss 1\!ary Marentette, of Sandwich
West, and resides on the river front part of the
old homestead. (8) Josephine, born in 1870, for a
n umber of years was a nun in the Detroit Convent, but at present is Sister Aurelia of the Holy
Ghost, and is est ablished at the old People's
Home in Savannah, Georgia. (9) Edmund,
born in 1873, married Miss Floristine Parent, of
Windsor, and resides in that city, worldng for
the Grand Trunk Railroad Company. He l1as
two children, Josephine and Leo. (10) Ida, born
in 1876, resides with her brother Alfred at the
home.
Alfred 1\L Langlois grew up with his grandfather Ouellette at Sandwich, and he was educated in the college of that town. F or a f ew
years he resided with his uncle, Father Ouellette,
at Port Sarnia, before t aking up farming on
the home place. In 1879 his father had erected
a brick house on one part of the homestead, and
there Alfred has lived and followed farming
up to the present time. He has never married.
Politically he has always voted with the Conservative party. Religiously, like all the family,
he i~ a liberal supporter of the Catholic Church,
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where he is a devout worshipper. Frater~ally
he is a member o£ the
C. 0. of F.
.
.
The Langlois family are among the well-to-do
and prominent French families of their section,
and arc widely known for their acts of charity
and devotion to Christian work, having always
been active in everything that promised good
for the community in which they lived. The
parents of our subject were highly esteemed citizens, lived upright, conscientious lives, and left
behind them a record of usefulness that their
sons bid fair to repeat.
ALllER'r EDWARD . SINASAC, who recently disposed of his private banking business
at Harrow, Ont., is a grandson of one of the
early settlers, and a son of Edward Sinasac, after whom the village of Sackville, now known as
Colchester, in this township, is named.
Edward Sinasac operated a hotel at Sackville for about f orty years, and the last part of
his life was spent retired from active business.
He died at Sackville in January, 1884, at the
age of sixty-seven. His wife, Anna Beauford,
died in June, 1900, aged eighty-six. They were
members of the Roman Catholic Church. Seven
children were born to them, namely: Adelia, deceased, married John Luther, of Detroit, and had
six children; Harriet, deceased, married Abner
E. Lidwell, of P elee Island, and bad five children ; Daniel, a f armer at Leamington, married
Elizabeth Boyle, and has five children; Mary
married Walter Boyle, a farmer at New Canaan,
and has two children; Anna married Noah Renaud, of Grosse Ile; Albert Edward is mentioned
below; and Minnie married Judson Shay, a
farmer at Sackville.
Albert Edward Sinasac was born in the old
hotel at Sackville, .April 10, 1854, and at the
early age of eleven years began the battle of
life for himself. First he clerked for .several
years in the H ackett store, and also in the Burk
store at Amherstburg for a short time, going
thence to the McFee store at Harrow, where
he remained for six or seven years, and at the
same time he had as an associate 0. E. Fleming, now a barrister of Windsor.
The education of Mr. .Sinasac was almost entirely acquired by experience. In 1879 he bad
saved sufficient funds to open a store for himself in Harrow, and continued at that place for
five years, when he sold to T. R. Flood. For
the next two years he was engaged in handling_
eggs, and then bought the 1\IcLean gristmill in
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H arrow, which was burned after fl.ve years of successful operation. His next venture was a private banking business, in which he continued
until the spring of 1903, when he was bought out
by the Sovereign Bank of Canada. At present
he attends to his well kept farm, situated on
the outskirts of the village of Harrow and also
carries on a coal business. In politics he is a
Conservative, but has never taken any very
active part in politics, although at present he is
trustee of the village. Socially he is a member of the Workmen of Harrow, and he was
very active in that organization.
In 1878 Mr. Sinasac was united in marriage
with Isabella, daughter of Daniel Wright, a
sketch of whom appears elsewhere, and one
daughter has been born to this union, Lina, now
·
the wife of Harold Ferris.
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FRED E. ELLIOTT, EsQ., is the oldest living representative of one of the first families o£
the County of Essex:. His present residence was
built of brick, by his . father, in 1835, on land
taken 'up by his grandfather, the distinguished
soldier, Col. Matthew Elliot't, in 1779.
Col. Matthew Elliott was born in Ireland and
was destined for the priesthood, being educated
for that calling. A martial spirit, however, developed, which led him into a military life instead. He accompanied a party of emigrants to
Virginia, prior to the Revolutionary War, and
joined the British forces, with whom he remained
until twice wounded. After the war, he went
to Canada, in 1784, taking with him sixty slaves
from his Virginia plantation. He secured about
2,500 acres of land from the Government, in the
township of Malden, and was the fl.rst superintendent of Indian affairs in the Western District of Canada. When the War of 1812 became
inevitable, he used his influence with the Indians,
and entered the struggle at the head ot an Indian contingent, taking part in the battle of the
Raisin. He was a friend of Tecumseh, who had
presented to him a sword and a dagger, one of
which is preserved by the Canadian Historical
Society at Quebec, and the other by our subject.
Col. Elliott was present at the battle of Queenston Heights, and died a few days thereafter,
from exposure, at Burlington Beach, in 1812.
He was connected in friendship with Generals
Proctor and Brock, and Commodore Barclay,
who was defeated by Commodore Perry, on Lake
Erie, Sept. 10, 1813.
It is a matter of. public history that Colonel

Elliott advised Commodore Barclay not to
leave the protection of the guns at Fort Malden,
but the Scotch sailor, with characteristic stubbornness, f<:>llowed his own bent, and history records the rest. Chief Tecumseh had crossed
from Blois Blanc to Amherstburg with his
Wyandotte braves, and when he heard the order of General Proctor to retreat, he loudly protested, and even went so far as to denominate
General Proctor a coward. It was Colonel Elliott
who succeeded in pacifying the brave warrior,
and in preserving the life of General Proctor,
which would have been taken by Tecumseh, who
could not understand the word "retreat." On
more than one occasion the chieftain was the
guest of Colonel Elliott, and chose as his favorite
sleeping place, a little stone house near the residence of his white friend. The land now owned
by our subject is all more or less historic. About
seventy-five yards from the residence of :Mr.
Elliott is Elliott's Point, where the schooner
''Anne'' was captured in 1838.
In Canada Colonel Elliott married Sarah
Donovan, a native of Boston, Massachusetts.
Two sons, Matthew and Alexander, were born
to him. by a former marriage, and two sons were
born to this second union: the late Rev. F. G.
Elliott of Sandwich; and Robert Barclay, the
father of our subject.
Robert Barclay Elliott was born in 1813, on
the old Elliott homestead in the County of Essex,
and carried on farming on a portion of his father's estate through life. In 1835 he built his
·substantial brick residence, on Concession 1, Lot
6, in Malden township, adjoining Amherstburg,
the quality of the brick being shown by its
preservation in perfection to the present day
He did not take as deep an interest in politics
as did his distinguished father, who served several times in Parliament, but he was devoted to
the principles of the Conservative party, and was
influential in its ranks. He was a consistent
member of the Church of England. Mr. Elliott
married Miss Alice Leggatt, an aunt of the late
Judge Leggatt of the County of Essex. She was
born in 1818, at Ottawa, and died at the present
residence of our subject in 1869, surviving her
husband eleven years.
Robert Barclay Elliott was a man of the
strictest integrity, abhorring the trickery of politics as was exemplined on one occasion when our
subject was interviewed in regard to accepting a
nomination for a public office. In wrath he remarked: •• I have taught my son to be honest,
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and I don't want him to be turned from that path
by the political tricksters of to-day. " lie died as
he lived, a man of such excellent character that
his memory is still kept green by those who were
permitted to know him. The children born to
R.obert n. E lliott and wife were three in number,
namely: Fred E.; Miss Emily, who resides with
her brother; and Matthew Albert, who is in
business in Brooklyn, New York, and who married E va Hamilton, and has children, Frederick
Albert, Iler·bert Hamilton and Corinne.
Fred E. Elliott was born April 13, 1837,
in the pleasant old home still his residence. He
was educated in the Caradoc Academy of the
County of Middlesex. In 1854 he entered the
law office of the late Judge Leggatt, at Amherstburg, where he remained one year, and t hen
embarked in the general merchandise business at
Toledo, Ohio. '!'here he remained three years,
and then tr·ansferred it to Detroit, where he
continued until the death of his father called
him · home to settle up the estate. Since that
time he has resided at the old home.
On Dec. 6, 1876, Mr. Elliott married Ann
Therese Duff, daughter of .Alexander Duff, of
the County of Essex. Mrs. Elliott died, without
issue, March 1, 1900. She was a refined, gentle
lady, and a consistent member of the Church of
England. 1\Il-. Elliott and his sister Miss Emily,
also belong to this religious body. Politically be
is identified with the Conservative party.
MARTH\ VAN BUREN ORTON, a farmer
and stock-raiser of the 4th Concession of Mersea
t ownship, is a well-known citizen of that section, and a descendant of one of the oldest families of the county, where for several ·generations
it has been identified with the development of
Gosfield township.
The family is of English extraction, but its
home has been in America for the past 250 years.
The first of the family in Western Canada was
Zenas · Orton, a native of Connecticut, where
many of the name still reside.
The late John Orton, son of Zenas and father of Martin, was born in Gosfield township, on
the Orton homestead, Sept. 29, 1836. There
his education was procured in the best schools
of the locality and he grew up a farmer boy,
settling at maturity on a fifty-acre tract of
land on Sandwich street. This he worked for
six years, and then sold it to come to Mersea
t ownship, wher·e he bought a tract of land on
Concession 4, consisting of 120 acres. On this
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he built a log house, and began his pioneering
life. A severe cold terminated his life, eight
years later, before he had accomplished all he
had planned to do. His death was a severe loss
to the township, as he was a man of sterling
traits of character and commanded the confidence
and respect of all who knew him. H e filled the
office of councillor for several years, and his influence was felt whenever important measures
were brought up for consideration. He assisted
greatly in the laying out of the roads and concessions in what is known to-day as the Point
Pelee Marsh, the most fertile agricultural region
in all the Dominion. H e took an active part in
educational affairs, and was a strong supporter
ot the public school system, tilling with the
gTeatest efficiency the office of school trustee.
I n Gosfield township Mr. Orton married
l\Iaria Irwin, who was born in Mersea township,
.Jaughter of William I rwin. Mr. Orton's death
left seven children fatherless. They were reared
and educated by their noble mother. A r villa
Cecilia became the wife of James J effery, of Gosficld township. Darius was killed accidentally
Ly a saw at the home of J acob Fox, March 27,
1894, and was buried in the Lake View cemetery;
he left a \vidow, Laura Quick Orton, and t hree
children, Stanley, Vera and Jennie. Martin Van
B., born Aug. 10, 1863, is mentioned belO\V. Tierman died young. Emily A. married Scott White,
i'Cin of George White, of Mersea township. Thadc1eus S. is a prominent citizen of Yellow Grass,
1\".W.T., where he is a coal and lumber merchant,
mayor and police justice. Otto Bismark, of
Vancouver, B.C., is a millwright.
Too much credit cannot be given to the faithful mother for her efforts to provide for her
rhildren and to secure for them the advantages
which their father would have desired them to
enjoy.
1\Jartin Van Buren Orton was but t en years
of age when he was bereft of a kind and protecting father. He remained with his mother, and
hns been engaged in farming since early youth.
He is making preparations to make many improvements upon the homestead, and is building
great barns whose stone foundations look as if
they were destined to stand for generations.
When completed his buildings will be among the
finest in the neighborhood. H e carries on a ~en
C!."alline of farmin g, raises much frui t and givcs
considerable attention to first-class stock.
In politics Mr. Orton is a IJibcral, and fraternally he belongs to the K.O.T.M. at Leamington.
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Always temperate and industrious, he has made
a success of his life. His filial care of his mother
shows an admirable trait of character. With
her he is an attendant of the services of the
Baptist Church, of which she has long been a
consistent member.
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REGINALD WELDON, a prosperous merchant engaged in business at Edgar Mills, Colchester North, County of Essex, was born Aug.
28, 1859, in County Durham, son of Charles and
Hannah (Forsythe) Weldon.
The father of ~Jr. Weldon was born in 1817,
nnd the mother in 1819, in County Tyrone, Ireland, where both were reared, and where they
were married. Charles Weldon was a weaver,
and also a merchant, in his native locality. In
1848 he came to Canada, settling as a farmer in
the County of Durham, where he remained until
1874, when he moved to the County of Essex
locating on the Malden Road, at Gesto. There h~
cleared up a farm from wild land, made a comfortable home, and continued until his death in
1878. His widow survived until 1898, her death
tAking place in her home in the County of Essex.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Weldon were members of the
English Church. Politically Mr. Weldon supported the Conservative party.
The children
born to Charles Weldon and wife were: (1 )
George, born in I reland in 1840, is a telegraph
operator and general land agent for the Canadian Government, and now resides in the far
North-We.st, but was formerly a merchant of Essex. In his native land he married Katie Leggatt, and they have one son, Charles. (2) Charles
E., born in Ireland in 1842, is engaged in a mercantile business at Sault Ste. Marie; he married
Elsie Gardner of Illinois, and they have three
children, Elsie, Osman and Inez. (3) Andrew,
born in •Ireland, married Eliza Marlow of the
County of Durham, and they have ~ne son,
Charles. They reside at Minneapolis where he
.
.
'
1s very promment and a member of the Board of
Trade. ( 4) Hannah, born in 1847 in Ireland
married John McLean, a farmer in Colcheste~
South, and they have three children, George,
Clara and Hannah Susan. (5) Ellen was born
on the Atlantic Ocean, in 1849, and is the wife
of Edward Neil, a merchant of Colchester North;
they have three children, William, Hannah and
Edward. (6) Sarah A., born in 1851 is the
wife of George Marlow, a farmer in the 'county
of Durham. (7) Margaret, born in 1853, in the
County of Durham, married (first) William

!\farlow, a merchant of the county, and married
(second) Thomas Swayne, also of the County of
Durham; she has children born of both unions.
(8) Clara C., born in 1855, in the County of
Durham, is the wife of 'l'homas 1\IcLean, of Colchester South, and they have two children, Vern
and Cecil. (9) Celina, born in 1857, is the wife
of Frederick Sweet, one of the prosperous farwers of Gesto, Colchester North. (10) Matilda
J., born in 1861, is the wife of A. H. Anderson,
a stock farmer in Northwest Canada, in the vicinity of Prince Arthur. (11) Reginald is mentioned below.
Reginald Weldon completes the family mentioned above-a remarkable one in that its ranks
are still unbroken. Mr. Weldon was chiefiy educn.ted in the schools of Gesto, in Colchester
North, and he remained on his mother's farm
until he was nineteen years of age, when he went
to lumbering. Nineteen years of his life were
spent in the pine woods of Michigan, Wisconsin
and Minnesota. In 1898 he returned to Canada, and engaged in farming, which be continued
until 1902, when he embarked in a general mercantile business at Edgar Mills, still owning a
part of his father's old homestead. This business was established by Mr. Weldon's capable
wife, in 1901, who is not only a most amiable and
estimable lady, but is also one of more than usual
bnsiness ability. The store is designed to provide for the needs of the locality, being well
stocked with seasonable articles and daily necessities.
In April, -1901, J\Ir. Weldon was united in
marriage with Miss Hannah Weldon,. daughter
of the late Andrew Weldon, of the County of
Durham. Mrs. Weldon (first) died in the J anuary following her marriage. In November, 1902,
Mr. Weldon was married to his present wife, formerly Mrs. Susan Hyland, daughter of William
!\eil. l\Irs. Weldon was born in I reland, in
1865, and by her former marriage had two children,· Ernest and Laura May. To Mr. and Mrs.
Weldon . has come one . child, George Reginald,
born April 2, 1904. Both Mr. and :Mrs. Weldon
belong to the Church of England.
Politically Mr. Weldon and all his brothers
arc identified with the Conservative party. In
1~01 Mrs. Weldon was appointed postmist ress
of the Edgar Mills office, and her husband acts
ns her assistant. The service has been satisfactory in every way, and both :Mr. and Mrs. W eldon are very popular. They are noted for their
ho~pitality and for their many other sterling
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characteristics.. Mr. Weldon belongs to a family
which is closely settled througl;l this part of the
County of Essex, and all are people of su.bstance
and respectability. Both he and his wife are
pnblic spirited, and are prominent in the busi.nllSS and social life of the village.
FREDERICK A. SCRA'l'CII, of Gos:field
South, County Essex, is one of the well-known
members of the old and honorable pioneer fam'ily of that name, and is a son of Henry Ryan
Scratch and grandson of Peter Scratch.
. P eter Scratch was born Nov. 29, 1786, in
Jl'renton, Michigan, and was a child when the
family settled on the lake shore in Gos:field. At
maturity he began farming on Lot 4, Eastern
'Division, where he erected a log house, and
later built a two-story and a half brick resi<ience. I n the course of time he became the
possessor of 600 acres of land, all in one tract,
and in' addition owned farms in Mersea township. Although be was an extensive landholder
and farmed extensively, he was not intended by
nature to be an agriculturist, his inclinations and
talents tending toward mechanical work. H e
was, in fact, a genius, and when it is remembered how few and crude were the tools of that
day hi~ manufacture of guns, watches, clocks,
wind and power mills was certainly very remarkable. He delighted to puzzle out some difficult
machine, and usually succeeded in putting it into
working order. During the military occupation
of Windsor, during the war of 1812-14, he kept
the soldiers' guns in repa1r. Mr. Scratch laid
the brick for the first brick bouse ever built
in this section of the county. In 1831 he received his commission as postmaster of Gos:field
and continued in office for a number of years
dying March 14, 1871. On May 3, 1808, he mar:
ried Mary Wigle, born June 29, 1793, in
Gosfield, who died June 3, 1872, and
they had children as follows: John, born
Nov. 14, 1810, married Sarah Saintsatin; Leonard, born Feb. 14, 1813, married (first) Elizahcth' Cole, and (second) Sophia Agla; Judith,
born May 25, 1815, married Oliver Kellogg;
H enry Ryan, born Oct. 6, 1817, is mentioned
below; Mary, born March 12, 1820, married SamUE'l Bentley; J oseph Benson, born Dec. 11, 1823,
married Mary Black; Alpheus, born Aug. 25,
1826, married Nancy Palmer; William Ryerson,
born Jan. 4, 1829, married Elizabeth Crow and
they live retired on a part of the hom~tead
farm; Archimedes, born :March 25, 1831, (de-
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c~:ased), married Deborah Palmer; Oliver Kellogg, bo1·n l\farch 30, 1833, married Jane Fulmer, and lives retired at Leamington; Cyrenus
Lyman, born Dec. 20, 1838, married Emma Barnett, and lives at Shelbina., Shelby County
'
Missouri.
Henry Ryan Scratch was born Oct. 6, 1817,
on ~ot 4, East Division, Gosfield township, and
rece1ved his educational training in the Master
McMurray school. When he started farming
he ~ought thirty acres in Lot 4, which is 'now
the G. W. Coatsworth farm. This property bad
been but little improved, and he immediately
set to work clearing the land and erecting buildings, continuing there until 1858, when he had
an excellent opportunity to trade this farm for
one of 100 acres in Lot 6, Concession 2. Here
he built a log house of such a substantial nature
that it stood the storms of years, being demolished by our subject in 1872, its site being occupied
by his present handsome residence. To his disappointment, l\fr. Scratch found, after settling
on this farm, that but two or three acres could
bE' cultivated, the greater part of the tract being
under water. In the following summer he organized what was called a logging bee, and our
subject, then but a boy, recalls that these neighbors were present: Michael J. Wigle, .Adam R.
Wigle, Dr. Andrew Wigle, J ohn D. Wigle, Alpheus Scratch, Digney Rodgers, Joseph and John
Scratch. This gathering of men resulted in the
piling np of all the logs lying around, with the
exception of those too deeply imbedded in mud
and water. Later in the season the father cleart>d up the wettest place, at which time be left
standing a small hickory twig, saying to our
~ubject that he would leave it so that his grandcltildren could gather nuts there. It is still
standing, long surviving the kind man who was
thus thoughtful for his posterity, and is . well
Cl'\red for by 1\Ir. Scratch. The land was finally
an cleared and drained by its owner, but the
last years of his life were passed on a small
place he bought just east of Kingsville, his death
occurring Jan. 31, 1901.
Henry Ryan Scratch married Elizabeth
Black, who was born Oct. 10, 1823, in Ireland,
und died :March 21, 1851, and to them were born
children as follows~ Alpheus married Lucinda
!\.ngustine, and bad three children, H enry, Ada
and Maggie ; Thaddeus married Harriet Malott,
and had four children, Nellie, Cyrenus, Carl
nnd Zadah; Louis married Clarissa Augustine,
and had Amos, Hardy, Hardy .(2), Leslie, and
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Arthur. The second marriage of Mr. Scratch was
to Mary Ann Fulmer, born Dec. 8, 1834, who survived her husband. They had children: Jerome,
deceased; Frederick Adolphus; Caroline, who
married Robert Augustine ; Mary Adeline and
Margaret, residing with the mother; and Lucinda, who married A. E. Montgomery, of Toronto.
Frederick Adolphus Scratch was born March
17, 1854, on Lot 4, and was four years old when
the family removed to the 2d Concession. Although a mere child, he remembers the prevail.
ing conditions during the first years of their
residence there. His school advantages were
necessarily limited, but he recalls one teacher
'~ith special affection, a l\1iss Coatsworth, who
now r esides at Leamington. In time he came
into possession of seventy acres in Lot 6, which
hP. has continued to improve and make more and
more valuable with substantial buildings, etc.
It is almost impossible to realize that the present
well cultivated, productive farm was, until 1858,
a wilderness. With the exception of two years,
when he was engaged in the grocery business
at Ruthven, Mr. Scratch has always followed
farming and is justly regarded as one of the leading agriculturists of his locality. His interests
have been too closely centered in his vocation to
n~mit of any very active work in politics, on
"hich he entertains liberal views. lie is thoroughly interested in the advancement of education and served for six years as trustee of School
S~ction No. 3. For many years he has been a
faithful worker in the Methodist Church at
Ruthven, and fot the past tw·elve years has been
assistant of the Sunday-school.
On March 2, 1881, Mr. Scratch married
.Annabelle Odell, of Detroit, Michigan, who was
born t here May 28, 1859, daughter of James
and Roxie (Palmer) Odell, of Quebec and the
Gounty of Essex, respectively. The former was
a mech anic in Detroit. Mr. and Mrs. Scratch
have three children: Arthur Harrison, born Aug.
18, 1888, who was until some two months ago
holding a responsible position at Windsor, when,
without any warning, he suffered from a stroke
of paralysis, which all of his many friends trust
will not be of long duration ; Ada Roxie, born
1\'farch 2, 1895; and Florence Barbara, born July
18, 1899.
GEORGE L. EVANS, a well known farmer
and stock raiser of Mersea township, was born
1\Jarch 15, 1836, in the parish of Croxton, Staf-

fordshire, England, a son of James and Sarah
(Develle) Evans.
James Evans was born Dec. 15, 1810, in
Staffordshire, where he was reared, and was a
maltster and publichouse keeper for many years.
I n 1836, with his family, he set sail for Amer~
ica, arriving safely at New York after a voyage
of seven weeks. His objective point was the
County of Wellington, Ont., which point was
reached via Buffalo. Mr. Evans purchased a
farm of 100 acres of land, eighteen years later
adding another 100 acres, and this he farmed
until 1883, when he retired, going to Guelph,
where he died in 1891, followed in May, 1903,
by his widow, whose death took place in Toronto;
she was born in Staffordshire May 4, 1814. Both
were buried in Kirkland cemetery, in the county
of Wellington. 'rhey were consistent members
of the Methodist Church, and he was a stanch
Liberal in politics. They had fourteen children
(of whom but five are living): George L.; Joseph, who died in 1888 in Mersea township;
Smith, the farmer on the homestead; James,
engaged in a grocery business at r.~eamington i
Elizabeth, deceased, who married J eremiah
Woodhouse; Sarah, who married William
Broughton; Ann J ., wife of J. C. McLain, of
Toronto; the .. others all died in infancy.
George L. Evans was three months old when
his parents emigrated from England. Settling
as they did in a veritable wilderness, the children of the family had almost no educational
opportunities. He remained assisting his father
until of age, and then went to the County of
Oxford and made his home with his uncle, Samuel Evans, 'vhom he assisted for three and a
half years, receiving $150 a year in wages. As
he was enabled to save $100 a year during this
time, an idea may be formed of the economy
which he practiced. With this capital he came
in 1860 to the County of Essex., and found employment with Charles Wigle, of Gosfield township, with whom he remained a year, and then
bought a tract of land of fifty acres in Mcrsea
township, which is now the homestead. Twenty
acres of this land had been cleared, and here he
built a log house and made improvements, clearing up the remainder of the land and later adding fifty acres. M:r. Evans has now one of the
best cultivated farms in Mersea township. Much
of it had to be drained, at an enormous cost, but
in spite of this he has prospered wonderfully.
For forty-two years he has lived here, and the
result of his hard work and provident saving
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must be very gratifying for him. In 1871 he
built his fine brick residence, which is of handsome and substantial appearance.
On Oct. 29, 1861, in Gosfield, Mr. Evans
married ~'lary Ann Jeffery, \vho was born in that
township, Jan. 25, 1841, daughter of Matthew
and Margaret (Thornton) Jeffery, highly respected cjtizens of Gosfield township, who were
born in Nova Scotia and Manchester, England,
respectively. l\1r. Jeffery died on the Gosfield
homestead, and his widow still resides there.
Mrs. Evans is a most estimable lady, and has
been of the greatest assistance to her husband.
Four children we;:.e born to them, three of whom
died in infancy, the survivor being Ruby Sarah,
now the wife of S. G. Morse, a leading business
man of Leamington. In polities Mr. Evans is
a Liberal, and he bas served as school trustee
and roadmaster. Both he and his wife belong
to the Methodist Church.
The JEFFERY family is of Scotch extraction
and was founded in America by John Jeffery,
prior to the American Revolution. At the time
the Colonies rebelled against the Mother Country
he was determined in his loyalty, and about 1775
removed to Nova Scotia. Here he became a
soldier in the army of Lord Cornwallis. .After
the close of the war he settled in Ontario, working at his trade of ship blacksmith and iron
worker, later settling on a farm in the County of
York, where he died.
1\fathew Jeffery, son of John, was born Oct.
10, 1810, while the family resided in Nova Scotia,
and accompanied his parents to the County of
York. Like his father he showed his loyalty
by serving in the army during the Rebellion of
1837-38. Later he removed to the County of
Essex and settled in Gosfield township, where
he acquired a farm of 500 acres. This was valuable land, heavily timbered, and his whole life
was spent in clearing and cultivating the pro-perty. He was noted for his industry, sobriety
and good citizenship. He was a stanch Reformer
and always 'vorked for the success of his party
and was deeply interested in the advancement
of education and reform. In religious connection
he was a member of the Baptist Church. Hi~
death occurred in December, 1895. ·
Mathew Jeffery married Margaret Thornton,
a resident of Oakville, County of York, but a
native of Manchester, · England; born Aug. 6,
1813. She still survives; at the age of ninetyone years, making her home with her' son, James
.p : She is one 'o f the most venerable ladies in
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the vicinity, and, with remarkably clea~ mind',
recalls the early days of this section. A consistent member of the Baptist Church for more
than half a century, she has reared her children in the same faith. She is the mother of
fourteen children, named as follows: Henry died
young; Mary is deceased; George is a farmer
and stock raiser of Mersea township; Edgar is
deceased; Mary Ann, born Jan. 25, 1841, is the
wife of George L. Evans, a. farmer near Leamington ; Henry Perry is a well known farmer
of Blytheswood, Mersea township; Edgar is a
resident of Mersea township; Josephine is the
wife of Peter Hutchinson of Mersea township;
John is a farmer of Mersea township; Katherine is the wife of Alexander Lang, of Detroit,
1\lichigan; James P. is on the homestead; Damaris and two others died in infancy.
HENRY B. QUICK, a prosperous farmer of
Colchester South, is a descendant of one of the
pioneer settlers of the township, Alexander
Quick, who left Pennsylvania at the time of the
Revolution and settled in Canada.
Joseph Quick, son of Alexander, was a blacksmith by trade, and spent his whole life in the
township of Colchester. He owned a large farm ·
t 11ere, on which he died in 1845. His son,
Alexander, father of Henry B., was born there
Dec. 7, 1821. He grew up on the home place,
assisting his father, and on reaching manhood
began for :himself on a lot just west of the family homestead, where he continued farming until his death, March 15, 1886. He married :Miss
Henrietta Lipps, who died June 13, 1862, when
Henry was only three months old. Her husband
was left with three children: Charles, a general
merchant of Kingsville; Alzora, the wife of J udson Wright, of Windsor; and Henry B.
Henry B. Quick was born in the township
of Colchester, County of ~ssex, 1\farch 3,' 1862.
Owing to the untimely death of his mother, he
was brought up in the family of Wheeler Richardson, where he was enabled to enjoy the advantages offered by the home schools. When he
v•as old enough to work for himself he began
farming in Lot 3, Concession 2, property which
was owned by Joseph Wright but was very little
improved. Mr. Quick has cleared it all, erected
fine large barns and a good modern house, and
made the whole place one of the neatest-looking
farms in the township.
On Feb. 7, 1888, in Amherstburg, 1\fr. Quick
\Yas united in· ml\rriage· with Miss Helen Sellars•
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who was born in the township of Malden, daugh·
ter of John l\L Sellars, To them have been born
children as follows: Henrietta, Aug. 26, 1889;
Verne, July 31, 1892; Lyle, May 11, 1897;
Wayne, April 2, 1902.
l\Ir. Quick and his wife are members of the
Church of England, and are bringing up their
cbildx·en in that faith. Politically Mr. Quick's
views are those of the Conservative party, which
he always gives his unqualified support. His
success as a farmer is assured, and be is charaeterized by many sterling traits that have given
him a .firm hold upon the regard of his neighbors.
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J Al\IES A. NEVILLE, a farmer who has
lived for the best part of his life on his .Present
homestead, on the Talbot Road South, Lot 271,
Oosfield North, was born on that farm May 41
1849, son of Thomas and Agnes (Beattie) Neville, and belongs to a prominent pioneer family.
On his father's side Mr. Neville is of Irish
descemt, as his grandparents, Francis and Nancy
Neville, came from I reland to Canada, where
they were among the first settlers in Gosfield,
and the f ounders of Methodism in that section .
They left nine children, namely : James, Thomas,
Edward and Charles, all deceased; Solomon, a
rc$ident of Cottam; Mary, who married Charles
Gilboe (both are deceased) ; Abigail, wife of
Peter Gilboe, of Gosfield; Jane, who married
J oseph Gilboe, of Pontiac, Michigan ; and Isabelle, wife of .Alexander Neville, of Pontiac,
Michigan. Through his mother Mr. Neville is
of Scottish descent, her father, J ohn Beattie,
having been a Scotchman who settled in an early
rlay in the township of 'Maidstone, County of
Essex, Ontario.
Thomas Neville was born in the township of
Gosfield, County of Essex, in 1824, and grew
up there working on his father's farm. He
ruarried Miss Agnes Beattie, who was born in
Scotland in 1832, and they made their home on
a part of the Neville farm. The land at that
time was not yet' cleared, but in Mr. Neville's
hands it was transformed into one of the d·esirable places in 'Gosfield, and he passed his life
there, dying in 1890, while his wife lived until
1897. They both attended the Methodist Church.
P olitically Mr. Neville was a Reformer. . He had
seen military service in his day, and 'was the
·proud pos$essor of a medal given him du.r ing his
enlistment in the North Ridge Rifles, at the
time of the Fenian raid.
. '
Thomas and Agnes Neville had two sons and

a daughter: Robert, born in 1847, the eldest,
married Maud Upcott, of the County of Essex,
and they settled in Gosfield Center, wber·e they
remained until 1895; since that year they have
r esided in South Dakota, with their five children,
J(thn, Nora, Peter, William and Frederick.
James A. was second in the order of birth.
Nancy, the youngest child, born in 1850, married
Charles Boorman, of New York s·tate, and they
v.ow live in Cottam, where 1\ir. Boorman is en·
gaged as a painter. Six children have come to
this couple, Frederick, Minnie, Burns, Alma,
Maud and Edward.
J ames A. Neville grew up on his father's
farm, meeting the usual experiences of the farmer's son. He was sent to the district school and
received as good an education as could be given
there at that time, one sufficient at least for the
practical affairs of life. He remained at home
a.~ his father's assistant until be married, and
then started out for himself on a farm of his
own, on the Belle River Road, near Cottam,
where be lived until 1899. He then bought his
father's farm, moved there, and has since made
it his home. Besides adding to the acreage he
has put up a large barn, and made many other
improvements.
In 1871 !IIr. Neville was married to Miss
Frances J. Slater, who was born in Dunnville,
County of Haldimand, :March 1, 1848, and was
educated in Hamilton. Her parents, William and
Elizabeth Slater, were born in Yorkshire, England, but passed their last years in Canada. As
no children of their own have come to 1\Ir. and
:Mrs. Neville they have adopted two, who have
been brought up with all possible care and attent ion. One, Charles, their cousin, was the son of
~olomon Neville. He married Miss Iva Turner,
who died soon afterward, and he again made
his home with his cousin until his second marriage, to Ethel Osborne. Lillie was the daugh.
ter of Henry Speechley, and is now the wife of
Hamilton Orton, of Gos.fleld North ; they have
three children, Francis, Oina and Wilfred.
. . J ames A. Neville has been very successful
in his farming operations; and is one of t he
prosperous men of his section. · As a citizen he
is public-spirited, and ever alive to all opporhmities for bettering the community. His parents were active in building up t he church and
school, and their son has helped on the good work
they started. He and his wife are both Methodists, . and have · been leaders fn the· church's
work for inany years. · In· politics Mr. Neville
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i!'l a Reformer, and he has served as county constable for the past eight years.
ARTHt.:R 'r. ROWELL, proprietor of the
' 'Erie House, ' ' one of the leading hostelries
of Leamington, was born in London township,
County of :Middlesex, Ont., Oct. 10, 1860.
John Rowell, his father, came to Ontario
in 1842, from Northumberlandshire, England,
bringing with him the first Clydesdale stallion
imported into Canada. The first year he was
in Ontario he spent in hunting, being a great
sportsman, and he sold his game at 'l'oronto. In
1847 J ohn Ro\vell returned to E ngland with
tl1e intention of spending t he summer at his
old home. He was a powerful man physically,
and entered a contest with sixty-one others f or
tl1e champion belt for wrestling, which he won;
this belt he presented to his mother. In 1847
he located some eleven miles out of London,
Ont., where he went to work at his trade of
shoemakibg, but he still spent some time in the
woods, and many bears and other big game fell
before his unerring aim. Later be purchased
a homestead of 100 acres for $400-now worth
$o,OOO-which his youngest son now owns and
operates. In years following he acquired other
tracts of land. liis death occurred Jan. 23,
1902, when he was eighty years of age. F or a
number of years he worked at his trade, but
finally abandoned it to devote all his attention
to farming and the breeding of registered stock,
being specially successful in the latter line. He
was a well-known figure at all the fairs, ·and his
stock won many prizes.
In 1851 J ohn Rowell married l\liss Mary
Walker, daughter of Christopher Walker, of
London township, a noted breeder of stock, horses
and sheep being his specialty. Eight children
were born of this union, seven of whom survive:
William of Assiniboia, Northwest Territory;
J ohn, of Granton, Ont.; Christopher, of London
township; Arthur T.; Edward, of Plympton
township; George, of London township; and
Anna, who married Max Kohl, of London town-sl!ip. Elizabeth (tleceased) married J oseph
P easley. The sons are all over six: feet in height,
.t md 's talwart, energetic men · of ·commanding
presence.
Arthur T. Rowell grew to manhood, acquiring a fair 'education in the common schools, and
r<'mained at' home until he was twenty-five years
of age,· working with ' bis father. At that t ime
:he purchased the homestead; for '$5,500: ···He had
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$1,500, and was given three y<'ars to clear off the
d~:bt of $4,000. Later he exchanged this place
!'or another farm owned by his father, where
he remained three years, during which time he
had paid $3,000 of his indebtedness. In 1891
h<.' rented his farm and went to London, where
h~ 'vas appointed a member of the police force
on May 1 of that year, and be continued a valued
member of that body for twelve years and three
months. During this time Mr. Rowell purchased
the "Queen's Own" inn, situated two miles out
uf London, borrowing $200 t o make the first
payment. This inn he owned for five years. He
also acquired the hotel in the village of Birr,
"hich he still owns, as well as residence property
in London. On July 15, 1903, Mr. Rowell purchased the "Erie House," in Leamington, the
best hotel building in the city, and under his
r..ble management it is becoming the best and
ltading hotel f or many miles about, and enjoys
a very liberal patronage.
On Nov. 25, 1885, in Trinity Church, at B irr,
Ont., Mr. Rowell married Miss Sarah E. Golden,
of London, Ont., a daughter of John Golden, a
prominent farmer of that locality, now deceased.
Five children were born to l\fr. and Mrs. Rowell,
two of whom survive: Mary E. (who married
T. W. Harrison, of Leamington, Ont., and lives
at home) and Amelia P. Ethel I. is deceased.
In politics 1\:Ir. Rowell is a Conservative. lie
and his family are consistent members of the
English Church. Fraternally · he is a memb~r
.o f the Canadian Order of W. 0. W.; and of the
Canadian Order of Foresters. He is popular
among all classes of men, and is an ideal host,
his guests feeling thoroughly at home in his comf"rtable hotel, which is noted for its excellent
cnisine and fine service, not only in the surrounding country, but among the travelling public.
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HENRY B URK, a prominent retired farmer
of Gosfield North, located on Lot 7, Concession
7, South Talbot road, was born Dec. 25, 1838, in
t.he County of Carleton, Ont., son of Henry and
Elizabeth. (Rutledge) Burk, both natives of Irehmd.
Henry Burk and wife came to Canada prior
to their marriage, which took place in the County
of Carleton, Ont., and later they settled on a
furm in that county, where the mother died in
1853, and the father in 1868. He had first married a Miss Mills, of the County of Carleton, and
by that union a daughter had been born; Ruth;
who is the widow of George Hunt, of that county.
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Of the children by the second marriage, Isaac
died in young manhood; Isabella married a ~Ir.
Stephens, and both died at Ashtabula, leaving
no children; Edward is a resident of Leamington; Mary A. married John Camp, of Prescott,
Ont., and both are deceased, survived by one
!'l)n, 'Vesley, of Chicago; Eliza, deceased, married John Pearns ; Caleb is a farmer in
Jo:dwardsburg, Ont.; Letitia married Ethan
Cummo, of Ogdensburg, New York. The other
members of the family died iin infancy.
Henry Burk, the third member of the family
nnd the eldest living son, obtained his education
in the schools. of the County of Carleton, ·and
entered upon the practical duties of life as a
f armer and lumberman. In 1859 he married
Miss Jane Johnson, who was born in 1842, daughter of Adam and J ane (Jenkins) Johnson, old
pioneers of the County of Carleton. They were
Loth born in Ireland, and both passed away in
Canada.
Mr. and l\Irs. Burk settled first on the old
homestead in the County of Carleton, given to
him by his father, and this they occupied until
March, 1885, when he sold it and came to the
County of Essex. Here he purchased the Joseph
M. Wigle homestead in Gosfield North, and since
locating on that place has made many improvements, including the renovating of the residence,
the erection of two barns, and many other things
of minor importance, but all adding to the attractiveness and comfort, as well as to the value
of the property. Here Mr. Burk has 100 acres
of fine farming land under a good state of
cnltivation.
·
Mr. and Mrs. Burk have had a family ot
thirteen children born to them, and, what is somewhat remarkable, all but one still survive, as
f,)llows: Eliza Jane married Urias Phillips, of
Oosfield, and died leaving two children, Mabel
and L ena. William H. married Caroline Mc'L'avish, and they have two children, Eleanor arid
.\.ngus; they live on his 100 acre farm in Gosfield South. Sarah married Charles Emsley, a
merchant of Missoula, Montana. Thomas, in
1900, went to the Klondyke g<>ld fields, where he
prospected one season, and travelled one season,
but is now at home. Emma married William
Reaves, of Gosfield North, and they have two
children, Ella and Viva. J essie married P eter
Fox, of South Gosfield, and they have three
children, Emsley, Lillie and Stanley. Mary,
borp in the County of Carleton, married Sher·
man Hawks, son of J ohn Hawks, of Gosfield

North, and they have three children, Erie, Forest
and Ruby. Ida, a graduate (class of 1895) of
the Essex high school, was a successful teacher
in the schools of the County of Essex for tive
yt>ars, resigning at the time of her marriage to
Edward C. Barrett, a farmer of Colchester
~orth. Kate is a milliner. Eva M. graduated
in 1900 from the Leamington high school, and
is now one of the popular teachers in the town
of Sandwich. Gertrude has had many educational advantages. Almeda, born in the County
of Essex, has also been well educated, and is a
student of the Essex high school. Herbert H.,
t.-orn at the pt·esent home, is also a high school
student.
Politically Mr. Burk has always been identified with the old Conservative party. For over
f{)rty-five years he has been a member of t he
Order of Orangemen, belonging to Lodge No.
1218, in the County of Essex. Although not a
member of the Methodist Church he was reared
in its tenets, and has always been a willing and
gtJnerous supporter of its work. l\Ir. Burk is
(lne of the good solid men of his locality, one
to whom a stranger is referred as a leading citiZ<'n, and one in whom his neighbors have learned
to depend, knowing that his judgments will be
.iust, and his advice that of an intelligent, liberalminded man. He has been deeply solicitous for
the welfare of his children, and has given them
every educational advantage within his power.
H e is a self-made man, and has won his comfortable competency through energy and industl·y, and he is held in general esteem by all who
know him.
A. D. HERRING, proprietor of t he "Lakeview Farm,'' Colchester South, which extends
along Lake Erie for ninety-five rods, a beautiful
farm, is a prominent member of the Tory party
in South Essex.
Capt. Henry LeS. Herring, his father, was
born in Norfolk, England, and when a young
man entered the British army, serving as lieutenant in the Thirtieth through the Crimean
war. In 1860 he came out with his regiment,
and was stationed at Tor onto, Ottawa, Amherstburg, and other military posts. H e was later
transferred to the One Hundredth Regulars,
and as .captain sailed with them to Malta, and
it was at tha~ place that our subject was born.
The Captain returned with the regiment to Eng.
land, and now lives in retirement near Norwich.

I
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He was married in Toronto to .Miss Bell, a
daughter. of John Bell, of Toronto.
A. B. Herring was born on the island of
Malta Aug. 11, 1866. I n England he received
a thorough education, at Haileybury, one of the
large schools there, and later he attended Clare
College, at Cambridge, England. At the age
of twenty he came to Canada, locating in British
Columbia, where, with' a partner, he engaged
in' ranching for some five years. In 1890 he
became a resident of. Colchester South, County
of Essex, coming into possession of a large tract
of land near the lake, a portion of which was
once known as the Stockwill place. Here on a
farm of 250 acres be carries on genaral farming.
Since reaching his majority he has been identified with the Conservative party, and was, at
the last election, the candidate of that party as
provincial member for this riding. Mr. Herring
is a young man of wide knowledge, gained by
education and travel, and is one of the best
posted men in the township. Fraternally he is
a member of the Masonic Order, at Kingsville,
and the Woodmen of the W orld, at Colchester
village.
On April 4, 1904, Mr. Herring was united
in marriage with Olive l\'laud Oliver, who was
born in Toronto, daughter of the late John Oliv. er, 'o f that city.
EDWARD AND JOHN H. BARNETT, father
and son, till t he farm that was settled by the
f11mily over fifty years ago. John Barnett,
~randfather of John II. Barnett, was born in
Hampshire, England, and was reared to farm
work. He married Eliza Bennett, and in 1849
they set ~ail for America, and after a voyage
o[ seven weeks landed at New York. From there
they came directly to this county and township,
s<!ttling in Gosfield South, County Essex, Ont.
John Barnett bought fifty acres in Lot 1, Concession 2, a perfectly wild tract, and after paying for the land was without a cent. His log
house was built on the centre of the lot, and
clearing was at once begun. In order to pro\'ide for the family while he was doing the first
of the clearing J ohn Barnett worked out for the
surrounding farmers settled along the lake front.
He devoted his entire attention to farming and
saw the land brought under cultivation, and also
added to . the original t ract. His wife passed
away in 1854, aged thirty-eight years. His death
occurred Jan. 22, 1902, when he. had attained the
advanced age of ninety-two years, and be was
20
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huried · by the side of his wife in the English
churchyard at Kingsville, that church being the
one to which both had belonged. To them were
born: Eliza, now widow of John Thurston;
!\[ary, deceased; Thomas, deceased; Ilarriet,
widow of Charles Barnett; J ane (deceased),
who married J acob Granger; Edward; Ann, who
married Henry Granger, a farmer of Gosfield
South, who settled on his farm some twentyeight or thirty years ago; and Caroline ( deceased), who married William Baldwin, of Gosfield.
Edward Barnett, now at the head of the old
farm, was born in Hampshire, England, in 1847,
and was therefore two years of age when the
family exodus was made. He attended school at
Kingsville, and early in life was made of use
in clearing off the homestead, and .as he grew
np he bore a considerable part in bringing t he
property to its present high state of cultivation.
Now with his son, John H. Barnett, he carries
un general farming. In the year 1883 be purchased fifty acres in the 5th Concession, and in
1>396 the father and son purchased fifty acrei
joining their farm in the 2d Concession. In
the following year a large, commodious barn
was erected on the north end of their holding,
and it is the intention, in the near future, to
el'ect a house in the vicinity of this barn. The
house now occupied was erected years ago, on
the highest ground on the farm, but as the lan.d
is all drained the proposed location is more convenient, being nearer the road.
I n 1874 Edward Barnett was married in
County llaldimand to Sarah Ann Granger, and
tc this union have been born : John H ., men•
tioncd below; and Mary, born Nov. 8, 1877, a
young lady, at home.
J ohn H. Barnett was born Kov. 10, 1875,
upon the old homestead. His education was obtained in the Gosfield South schools, section No.
10. Finishing his education, he returned to the
farm, where be is associated with his father, as
before stated. In 1899 he ')·as married to May
Cascadden, of Gosfield South, and they ha\'e
one son and one daughter, Wilfred and Florence.
The family are all members of the English
Church, and are most highly esteemed throughout the township.
DAVI D D. REID, a prosperous retired
farmer, now making his home at I.eamington,
nnd enjoying the comforts procured by years of
honest labor, was born in New Ireland, Huntingdon County, Quebec, June 26, 184.0, son of
James Reid.
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James Reid was born in Ireland, in 1801, and
grew to manhood in his native land, coming with
the family to Quebec, and locating in New Ireland in 1835, wher e he engaged in farming. There
he married Mary 1\Ic:Narlan, a native of I reland,
and to them were born childr en as follows:
David B.; Isabelle, who married Charles Wood,
and resides on the l Oth Concession, Mersea township; William H., a farmer of the 8th Concession; Sarah, who died in infancy; Sarah (2),
who married J ames H ope, of Blytheswood;
Mary, who married Robet·t Hope, of the same
place; and John W., a r esid ent of Mersea
township.
The father of this family, with his wife came,
with other members of the family, to Mersea
township in 1854 and settled on the 8th Concession, where he bought 200 acres of Lot 10, then
entirely covered with timber. Erecting a log
house, he began the life of a pioneer. Besides
clearing his land he found immediate money returns £or his labor by making potash, which he
took to Windsor, and exchanged for the necessities for the household. By almost constant work,
he managed to improve his property and make it
very valuable: In personal appearance he was
pleasing, his robust frame being large, and his
face well featured and usually wearing a genial
smile. He always had a pleasant word for everyone, and although he exacted hard work from
others, it was no more than he demanded from
himself. Throughout life he was a stanch supporter of the Conservative party, and was an
active member of the Order of Orangemen. Mr.
Reid was one of the organizers of the Reid's
Church at Blytheswood, and always supported
it liberally, being one of its trustees. This most
excellent man lived to the advanced age of ninety years, dying on his farm of which he was so
proud; his remains were tenderly laid to' rest
in the cemetery at Albuna.
The first wife of ~{r. Reid died and was buried at Albuna, she having been a true member
of the Methodist Church. In 1856, he married
Ruth Ogle, sister of Christopher Ogle, a wellknown farmer of the township. Their children
were as follows: Jane, unmarried; Emma, married to Christopher Coulter; Christopher, deceased; I da, married to Amos McMullen, of 1\fersea township; West, who resides on the homestead; Elizabeth, married to Kenneth Steward;
Bdith, married to Henry Steward; and a boy,
who died in infancy. The mother of these children is living on the homestead, aged seventy

years, a consistent member of the Methodist
Church.
David B. Reid attended the public schools of
his township, but after the family lo~ated in Mersea township, he was compelled to work upon
the far m. He remained at home until he was
twenty-five years of age, helping to clear up the
homestead. At that time, his father started him
on 100 acres. From the surrounding timber,
he built a log house and necessary buildings,
and began his work of clearing off the land. In
time he added fifty acres more, on Lot 12, 9th
Concession, on which, in 1889, he erected a handsome brick residence at a cost of $3,500, and the
entire premises speak well for the energy, thrift
and good management of the owner.
In 1903, 1\Ir. Reid retired, and, building a
comfortable and pleasant home in Leamington,
where he now lives, he is enjoying a well-earned
ri'st. Mr. Reid is one of those whole-souled, genial men who always make friends, are trusted implicitly, and whose word is literally as good as
a bond. He is a Conservative, but has never
desired office. For a number of years he has
b<>en a member of the Loyal Orange Association
at Blythel3wood. During his years of activity,
he became famous as a breeder of Shorthorn
cattle, and still takes a deep interest in stock
of all kinds. The remarkable success which has
attended him may be laid to his strict attentiou
to .business, and his reliability in business.
On May 29, 1871, Mr. Reid married, in Leamington, Louise Douglas, the ceremony being performed by Rev. Alexander G. llarris. :\1rs. Reid
was born in the Province of Quebec, daughter of
Benjamin and Elizabeth (Dowler) Douglas, and
sister of 1\Irs. George :McMu1len, and, like her
sister, a member of the l\fethodist Church and
of the Ladies' Aid Society. Mrs. Reid has been
president of the latter, and for twenty years
has been a member of the Sunday-school, and
one of its most active teachers and workers. The
children born to this worthy couple were: (1)
Alexander Harris died at the age of fifteen years.
t2) Effie is the widow of David Robinson, who
rlicd in· 1896, and was buried in the cemetery
at Albuna, and Mrs. Robinson is prominently
iuentified with the Methodist Church, and has
been a Sunday-school teacher and treasurer of
the Epworth League, as well a~ an appreciated
member and treasurer of the Ladies' Aid Society. She has one child, David Alexander. (3)
Willis, who residl!s on the homestead farm, married Miss Maude Dundas, of Mersea township,
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and she also takes an active part in Methodist married J ohn McDonald, now deceased, who
Church work.
came from Scotland, and they came to SAndwich,
Probably the Reid family is the most prom- where he died leaving her with three sons, and
inent one in :Methodist Church circles in this · all now live in Detroit; these sons are J ohn,
portion of the county. They not only give their Denis and George, all successful druggists of
faith to the church, but are equally liberal with Detroit. ( 4) Denis completed the family.
time and money. The ladies all have been especDenis P errin grew to manhood in Canada,
ially active in the Aid Society, and nothing is '"here he received the greater portion of his eduever broached in the church unless some, or all, cution. When a young man he learned the trade
of ihe Reids are consulted. Such prominence oi carpenter with his brother-in-law, John Mc·
comes only to those who deserve it, and theitt Donald, and he has been very successful as a
popularity in the church is seconded by the carpenter and builder, but after the death of his
respect they inspire in the neighborhood, where fnther he settled upon the farm, and is now
their many kind deeds, pleasing manners and engaged in agricultural pursuits.
cordial sympathy have made them recognized
In January, 1878, Mr. Perrin married Katie
1eaders. The good they do does not rest in the Queenan, who was born in the County of Perth,
present, but its results influence others untU lives Ont., in 1845, daughter of P atrick and Sarah
yet unborn may be made better and fuller be· Queenan, old pioneers of the County of Perth.
cause of the charity and Christian activity of this l\Ir. and Mrs. Perrin settled in their present
home, and have been very prosperous. The folone family in the Province of On~ario.
lvwing children have come to them: (1) Edmond,
DENIS PERRIN, postmaster and successful born in Sandwich South, was educated as drugfarmer of Sandwich South, Ont., residing at gist, after taking a full course in the Medical
Fair Play, was born in the northern part of College in Detroit, and he now resides in that
Jo'rance May 29, 1848, son of Lawrence and Mary city, where he is a clerk in one of the leading
R. (Valdenaire) Perrin, born in France in drug stores. (2) 1\fary I., born in 1882, is a
1823 and 1816, respectively. Lawrence Perrin, well educated young lady. (3) J oseph P. was
Sr., the grandfather, died in France.
born in 1884, is unmarried, and a farmer on
Lawrence Perrin, Jr., came to Canada in the homestead. (4) Lewis I., born in 1888, is
1855, and settled in Ingersoll, Ont., where he unmarried and at home.
remained three years, and then removed to the
On May 2, 1901, l\lrs.. Perrin died, firm in
County of Oxford, working at farming for a the faith of the Catholic Church, and a good
time. He then settled at St. Mary's, County of Christian woman. All of the family are members
Perth, where he lived nine years, when, in 1870, of the Catholic Church. When the post office was
he located in Sandwich South, there purchasing established at Fair Play, in September, 1898,
a tract of land, and beginning life as a farmer 1\Ir. Perrin was appointed postmaster, and he has
in the wilderness. This property was cleared continued in that office to the satisfaction of all
up by himself and sons, and there he died in concerned. Mr. Perrin bas earned all his pro1877; his wife, Mary R. Valdenaire, is still liv- perty through his own unaided efforts, and is a
ing, now aged eighty-nine years, and is making man widely known in the neighborhood, and
her home' with our subject.
deeply respected.
Lawrence Perrin, Jr., bad a brother, Antoine
CALEB CURTIS, a prosperous retired farmJ)errin, who died in Sandwich East, leaving a
wife and one son, Denis, of Detroit. Joseph, er of Mersea township, County of Essex, residone of his brothers, is still living, being in Al- ing on Erie street, in Leamington, was born
geria, Africa; he married (first) in France, and l\Iarch 31, 1824, in l\lersea, a son of Bennett and
hnd a daughter, and he married the second time Sarah (Sterns) Curtis.
Abel Curtis, his grandfather, was a native
in Africa. Four children were born to Mr. and
His
Mrs. Lawrence Perrin, Jr. : (1) Rosanna died of Connecticut, and died in l\'lichigan.
unmarried in Canada. (2) August settled at wife 's maiden name was l\fabel Curtis, and their
Windsor, where he worked for the Grand Trunk children were: Reuben, Bennett, Ransom, MirRailroad Co., and was killed while on duty; anda and Minerva.
Bennett Curtis was born in New York, and
he married a l\Iiss Renaud, who survives, and
their children were Lida, Clara, Rose, Cora, Lillie coming to Canada located in Mersea, being one
nnd Lawrence. (3) Mary D., born in France, of the pioneers of the township. There be took
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up land and spent the remainder of his life,
engaged in farming. He served in the militia
during the Rebellion of 1837, and died in Mersea
township in 1871, while his wife passed away in
1841. Their children were: Caleb; Alice, widlow
of James Wigle; Minerva, who married John McGaw (both are deceased) ; lVIiranda, who died unmarried; William, deceased; and Abel and
Sarah, also deceased.
Caleb Curtis was reared to farm life, receiving the somewhat limited education characteristic of his times, and in early life learned the
cooper's trade, working at it for a number· of
years. Subsequently he engaged in fruit" culture
and farming, and for over fifty years has .reside<l
on his present fine farm of seventy acres, all
of which is in a high state of cultivation. . For
fifteen years prior to his removal to this place
he was on an adjoining farm. He has redeemed
this land from the forest, and is justly proud of
his property. Mr. Curtis has served as a member
of the council eight terms, for twenty-five years
bas been school trustee, and township assessor
for many years. In politics he is a Reformer, .
an.d both he and his excellent wife are members
of the Methodist Church.
On Feb. 3, 1850, Caleb Curtis was united in
marriage, at Amherstburg, with Ruth Cullen, a
daughter of J ames and Elizabeth (Bell) Cullen,
born in Quebec. Children a,s follows have come
to this union : Hilburt married Ellen Lovelace, of
Mersea, and they have three children, Maggie,
Floyd and Beatrice. Burrit married Alma
Fowler, and they have three children, Lorne,
Claud and Dott. Cecilia m.arried Sylvester Setterington, and they have two childr~Jn, Gordon
ana Harold. Annetta married Richard Cooke,
and has two children, Mahlon and Ruth. Howard married Florence Whipple. Leroy and
. Gordon complete the family.
The Cullen family is of Scotch descent, the
father of Mrs. Curtis having been born in Scotland, and he was the only one of his name to
come to America. After living in Quebec some
years he removed to Amherstburg, and still
later to 1\fersea township, where he spent ·the
remainder of his days, dying in 1849. He was a
farmer .
The Bell family came to Canada and located
in Quebec at an early day. Mr. Bell, the grandfather of 1\Irs. Curtis, was a large shipbuilder,
having shipyards at Quebec and Amherstburg.
The mother of Mrs. Curtis was born in Amherstburg, and died in Mersea township in 1866. Mr.

and Mrs. Cullen's children were: Ruth (Mrs.
Curtis), James, Robert and J essie.
The mother of :M:r. Curtis was born at Albany, New York, a daughter of Caleb and Alice
Sterns, the latter a native o£ England, who came
to the United States with her :first husband, who
died in New Orleans. Later she married Caleb
Sterns, a school teacher, and they resided at
different points in the United States and Lower
Canada, about 1819 or 1820 coming to western
Canada, where they spent the remainder of their
lives. Sarah, their daughter, mother of Mr. Curtis, was born in Albany, and came with her
parents to Canada, where she met and married
Mr. Curtis.
ARTHUR MONTGOMERY McCORMICK,
postmaster and merchant on Pelee Island, is entitled to be classed among the prominent residents of that island for more than -one reason.
He is the only living child of the late William
McCormick, the founder of the family on the
Island, and he has done more than lead a life
worthy of a descendant of so honorable a family.
He has been active in the public as well as the
business life of the island, and has been a useful
citizen, progressive and enterprising in every
respect.
The history of the McCormick family extends back to the reign of James II. of England. In the latter years of the seventeenth
century, about 1688, the Duke of Scomburg,
was sent on a military expedition to Ireland.
In his army were many Scotchmen, who remained, settling in the North of Ireland, and
among these was a McCormick, who made his
home in County Down. There he reared a family of six children, four sons - Robert, John,
David and Alexander, the youngest-and two
daughters. Of the sons, John was a surgeon in
the British navy, and served in Admiral Boyne's
ship, but resigned after the court-martial and
death of that gallant officer. John McCormick
died in Bath, England. David was a linen mer- ·
chant, doing business at a place some twenty
miles from Belfast, Ireland. Alexander was the
ancestor of the gentleman whose name opens
this sketch.
Alexander McCormick received such educa•
tion as the times afforded, mostly in the commercial line, and had scarcely reached manhood
when he determined to come to America, one
of his older brothers, who shared his adventurous disposition, coming with him. After their
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arrival in the English colonies they separated, years. By his Indian wife McCormick bad a
the elder brother going to the Carolinas, and he son, of whom he always took great care, and
was never afterward heard from by the family. who came to Canada with him, when, years later,
Alexander found a position in business with a he settled down to civilized life. It is said the
merchant in Philadelphia, and remained in the mother died a few years after the son's birth.
In his wanderings and trailing expeditions,
Eastern States for several years. But his res~
less and roving disposition soon reasserted itself, Alexander 1\icCormick often came across white
and presumably, between 1768 and 1770, lte people who took to the Indian life-traders and
joined a company of traders going into the trappers, or captives-and among a band of
western wilderness across the Allegheny moun- Chippewas visiting the Maumee country he distains. They carried such articles as were suit- covered a white woman who had, judging from
able for trade with the Indians, and expected appearances, been with the tribe for some time.
to obtain pelts and furs, then in great demand Knowing she must be some 'vhite girl captured
in Europe. Nothing is known of the size of the and adopted by the Indians, he became very
party, but their progress must have been slow much interested in her, and taking an opporand laborious, beset with peril and full of ad- tunity to speak to her found that her name was
venture. It is supposed that the :first white set- .t,;Jizabetb Turner, and that she had been capturtlement reached was Pittsburg, but there is no ed in March, 1780, at Pittsburg, about three
evidence of this, and it is not certain that Mr. years previously, with another young woman
:McCormick stopped there any length of time. named McKern, 'vhile assisting their brothersThe next known of him he bad passed over the two lads nearly grown-in a sugar camp. The
Ohio river, and on into the vast unexplored re- Indians shot the two young men, and took capgion north to the Great Lakes and the Detroit tive the two girls and a younger brother, who,
river, known as the western district or the becoming sick and unable to travel, was soon
Northwest Territory. It was inhabited by tribes slain. The girls were separated before long and
of the Wyandotte, Shawnee, Cherokee, Dela- never met again. Elizabeth, being courageous and
ware and other Indians, and Mr. McCormick blessed with good health, was much admired by
was living with a band of Wyandottes, but whe- the Indians, though she had to do her share of the
ther as a captive or trader is not known. How- drudgery left to the squaws. Because of her
ever, there is no doubt that they did what they spirited disposition and readiness to resent imcould to prevent his escape, and it is also appar- position, they gave her an I ndian name meanent that he was perfectly satisfied with the life, ing "Chestnut Burr." But with all her share
for he must have had opportunities to get away of . bravery she never got over her nYersion· to
had he so desired. The Indians were pleased the I ndians and their life, and she was hopewith him and made a favorite of him, formally less of meeting her people again, having no prosadopting him into the tribe as brother with pect of escape, when she met Alexander McCorappropriate ceremony, and the chief gave him mick. He could give her no information conhis sister, a comely young squaw, for a wife, the cerning her friends, but he was white, and his
young couple marrying by the Indian ceremony. interest in her boded well. Before long he
The Indians told McCormick he was of no use asked her to marry him, his Indian wife being
in their hunting and war expeditions, but they dead, but Elizabeth bad been promised in marmade it plain that he could be of great service riage to a young man in Pittsburg, and felt that
to them writing and figuring, and through him not even a three years' separation ought to rethey did their bargaining with the whites at lease her. Mr. 1\IcCormick, however, persuaded
Detroit, and the occasional white traders whom her to put aside such scruples, arguing that her
they met in their wanderings. So sure were lover might have married, and in all probability
the red men of his returning to them that they never expected to see her again, and so she conintrusted him to collect cargoes of skins, which sented to become his v.ife. Her escape was as
be took from the Maumee river on boats to the romantic as were the rest of her experiences.
lake and on to Detroit, disposing of them there The Indians refusing to allow her to leave tht>ir
and bringing back needed supplies. On these tribe, or to give her up to the white man, he
trips he made the acquaintance of prominent thought to obtain her by offering a liberal ranwhite men in Detroit, both French and English, som; but when he went to take her away they
some of whom were very useful to him in later · bad regretted their bargain, and would not let
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her go. In an historical sketch of P clce Island
anu the McCormick family, the following account of the escape is found :
"McCormick's Scotch blood was now roused.
and he determined to have her, even if he had
t o steal her and run away with her to Detroit ;
and he laid his plans with this intention. Circumstances favored his project. He was, that
spring, engaged in collecting furs and skins to
be loaded in row boats at Maumee City, of .which
he was to have charge to take them to Detroit,
as he had frequently done before. When all
was ready, by previous arrangement with Elizabeth, he got her into one of the boats, secreted
her in the bottom and completely covered her
with skins. When the Indians missed their
white squaw they immediately suspected McCormick of spiriting her away, and went to search
his boats for her. They removed nearly all of
the skins from the boat that she was in, seemet.~
!latisncd that she was not there, and left a few
!lkins in the bottom; but these few completely
concealed her. When the Wyandottes withdt·t:w
without finding Elizabeth, they both f elt greatly
relieved, fot· when once on their way in the boats
there would be no danger of rescue. The voyage
by row boats was a slow one. First down the Maumee river into Lake Erie, thence up the lak~.
keeping along the shore and camping on land at
night, and the same way up the Detroit
river, against the current, they at last
r eached Detroit safely.
McCormick took
Elizabeth to the house of one of the
friends he had made in Detroit on one of
his former visits-one Col. Allen. ThcrP he
bountifully provided her with the dress of l)iviLization, to which she had b"'3n a stranger for three
year-s. H e also provided her with the best weddin~ dress and outfit that could be bought in
the town, and they were mar ried in the house
of Col. Allen in May, 1783, by an English
Church minister. l\Irs. McCormick often described to her children and gruuclchilclren he-r
wedding outfit in detail and it would :lOW be a
curi ons costume.
. "After the marriage of Alexander 1\rcCor·mick to Elizabeth Turner they soon bPgan tc>
make preparation to return to th~ Iudian Settlement in the l\Iaumee country from which he ltau
lately come; and with his youns; wife and some
necessary articles that would be needed, he left
Detroit and embarked upon theit' fra il borct.'l
in the same way that they had come. It &>eme,i
that McCormick preferred to live among the I n-·

dians and keep up his fur tra<h With hi~
Scotch thrift he had made money, and proposed
to take up land and establish a more permanent
home than he had had with the Indians. They
were both familiar with the Indian life, inured
to its hardships, and apparently were quite satisfied with it, so it was no great sacrifice to live
thus.
''On May 30th, 1784, a child was born to
them, whom they named William. The veil of
the future of this child l1as been opened to us,
and we know his future career; but at that time
the most sanguine optimist could not have predicted that a child born in such unfavorable
circumstances would become a pron1inent man
in his sphere-a member of the Canadian Parliament, and the first white owner of Point au
Pelee Island.
"A very natural desire came to Mrs. McCormick to visit her old home, Pittsburg, to
see her relatives and friends, and to let them
know that she was still alive. But it would be a
difficult undertaking. Pittsburg was some 200
or more miles distant, and the whole route was
through a wilderness without roads and without
inhabitants, save some roving bands of Indians.
It was not convenient for her husband to leave
his business and go with her. But t hat same
indomitable will and spirit that had enabled her
to go through so many trials, now came to her
aid, and she devised a plan to accomplish her
desire arid executed it. She selected a trusty
squaw to be her only companion on the journey,
and McCormick provided them with two horses,
and such a small outfit as .they could carry with
tnem, of little things that would be necessary
to them. Thus equipped, with her yo1mg child
in her arms, Mrs. McCormick set out on horseback to make the jou!'Dey to Pittsburg. The
journey was long and t edious, and not without
thrilling adventures and hardships. No friendly
houses along the route to shelter them at night,
and for many days' traveling not an Indian
wigwam to be seen. When night overtook them
they camped 'in the wilderness. It is hard foxus even to imagine a young mother with her
babe making such a journey, but Mrs. McCormick's four years' experience of Indian life en-·
abled her to do it successfully.
"She found her father and mother alive, but
the appearance of their daughter before them
was like one rising from the dead. Four years
had· passed since she had been taken from them,
and they had not heard one word from her. To. .
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see her return with a child, a child of her own,
greatly added to their surprise. She found her
former lover, who was still unmarried, but he
said he did not blame her, under the circumstances for marrying McCormick, and thought
she . had done right. She remained with her
friends a few weeks, and then returned to her
husband in the same way that she had comeon horseback with her lone squaw companion."
Mr. and Mrs. McCormick had eight children
altogether, William, Alexander, Matthew, John,
Elizabeth (Betsy) (who never married), ~Iary
(Mrs. John Ferris), Nancy (1\Irs. Stockwell),
and Sarah (Mrs. P rice) .
It is not known just when Alexander :McCormick came into Canada. The date is placed
variously at 1787, 1788, or the early nineties.
McCormick may have fought the Revolutionists
with the British, or their Indian allies, but there
is no doubt that he sympathized strongly with
the British, and had, perhaps, done things
which gave the "Yankees" reason to regard him
as ·an enemy. So the circumstances made it unpleasant for him to remain in the States, and
the British government, on the other hand, was
encouraging Loyalists to come into Canada, by
offering 200 acres of land to each family that
wished to settle. McCormick selected a 200-acre
tract in what is now known as Colchester township, County of Essex, near the shores of Lake
Erie, and, gathering up his effects, took them to
Detroit and across the river, making his home
among the colony of Loyalists. White settlerS
were quite numerous along the Detroit river, but
the country in which he settled was an almost
unbroken wilderness. The presence of Indians
was enough to restore McCormick to his old
element, and there is little doubt that he resumed
trading with much success, besides doing a little
farming. In 1802 be made a trip to Ireland
to visit his people, and he reached a grand old
age. His wife, who was much younger than he,
having been but eighteen at the time of her capture, survived him many years, her death
occurring in 1839, when she was seventy-seven
years old. She lived to see her children reach
maturity, and to see many grandchildren, to
'vhom she often related tales of her life and
sufferings among the Indians. When her son,
:William, moved to Pelee Island (of which· he
was the first white owner) she moved with liim;
and lived there several years, though she died
in the township of· Colchester, while on a visit.
Her sons all married and settled in the county,

l
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and some of them attained old age and raised
large families, the name being still well known
and respected in the old neighborhood. ·
William McCormick was a mere child when
brought by his parents to Canada, and nothing
is known of his educational advantages. His
parents may have tanght him a little before the
removal to Canada, and he may have been sent
to l\Ialden or Sandwich, as there were no schools
nearer to his home. It is certain he made good
use of every opportunity, and as he had to depend upon himself this characteristic had important bearing on his literary and commercial
acquirements. He had elevating environments
in the society of the Loyalists, who had settled
in the neighborhood, and on J an. 29, 1809, married a member of one of these families, Mary
Cornwall, who was born in the County of Essex,
July 22, 1792. They settled on the old homestead farm, the original acreage of which had
been increased by purchase, finding congenial
company among their own people, and among
the officials and army officers of the military
station at Fort :Malden, whose families lived
there also. The same sketch mentioned above
has this to say of him :
"The north end of the Island was selected
for a homestead. Here were two cedar loghouses connected by a frame apartment built
between, which formed the family residence. It
was only a few yards from the bluff at the
beach, facing that beautiful sheet of water, the
north bay of P elee Island. H ere the mainland
was in full view across the north channel of
the lake; and as nearly all the shipping and
commerce of the lake in sail or steam vessel
passes through this channel, it was in plain
sight from the house. Almost in front of the
house was a good location for a dock, which
was aften..-ard built, affording a landing place
and safe harbor for boats-a very important
consideration, as all intercourse with the main
shore and the rest of the world was by boats. "
Mr. and Mrs. McCormick were the parents
of thirteen children, two of whom died young,
the other eleven with his aged mother and maiden sister, Betsy, moving to Pelee Island with him.
\\te have the following record of his family:
A daughter, born Dec. 12, 1809, died in infancy;
Alexander, born March 18, 1811, died Aug. 24,
1854, in Amherstburg, leaving a widow and two
children. John,. born 1\fay 26, 1813, uied Feb.
25, l 856; his wife had died two yE>ars beforE>, thus
leaving five children to be cared for by the
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grandmother. DaYid, born· July 27, 1815, <lied
J une 6, 1888; he was a captain, and as he never
marl'ied made the old homestead his quarters
when not sailing. William, born April 3, 1817,
died Nov. 1, 1887. Robert, born March 7, 1819,
<lied Feb. 2, 1823. Thomas C., born Feb. 11,
1821, died June 12, 1886 ; he never married and
lived on the old homestead with his mother and
two sisters. Lucinda L. was born Sept. 22, 1822,
and never married. Chal'les W., born Jan. 21,
1826, died Dec. 18, 1844. 1\fary, born l\Iarch
8, 1828, died July 23, 1861. Sarah Ann, born
Sept. 18, 1829, died June 5, 1897, unmarried.
,Peregrine, born Feb. 22, 1831, died Feb. 4, 1902.
Arthur l\I., born April 3, 1834, in Colchester
township, is mentioned below.
'l'he McCormicks found Pclee Island in almost its primeval state. 'l'hey engaged in agricultural pursuits, chiefly stock raising, and they
also got out cedar and oak timber, and sold
firewood. Canadian French lumbermen, experts
in bewing square timber, were brought to the
I sland, and t he huge oak trees were felled and
converted into sticks the length of the body o{
the trees, and as large as possible, sometimes two
foot square. · When there was snow they were
dragged out to the beach by scveml yoke of oxen,
thence floated out to vessels lying at anchor,
taken aboard by horse powt:r, and sent to Europe for shipbuilding. In 1836 a sawmill was
erected a t the southeast end of the island, to
cut red cedar railroad timber for shipment to
Oswego, and other ports in the States. Many
were the experiences of the McCormicks during
the early years of their residence on the Island,
and in the rebellion of 18:l7-38 t hey gathered
up their families and crossed to the mainland on
the ice, not returning permanently until the
summer of 1839. But the disaster so affected
William McCormick, that his health began to
decline, and he passed away Feb. 18, 1840, aged
fifty-six years. Ilis wife survived him many
years, dying on Pelee Island in 1891, at a very
advanced age.
Mr. McCormick's idea in buying P elee Island was to provide homes for his children, and
he intended them to settle on the island as a
family colony. In his will he specially designated where each child was to have a 300-acre
t ract, and the balance, excepting 100 acres, set
aside for school purposes, and ten acres for a
village plot and Church, \Vas to be divided
equally.
Mrs. McCormick and her family deserve

especial mention. She was the daughter of John
Cornwall, a native of \Vales, who came to the
Colonies in 1772. He was very loyal to King
George, and came from Connecticut to western
Canada about the time of the Revolution, settling in Sandwich in 1777. His wife and son
were left in Connecticut, and it was' twenty yea1·s
before they joined him in Canada, the son by
that time a grown mao. J ohn Cornwall became prominent and influential in Essex, and
was the first representative of tl1at county in
the Canadian Parliament.
During the t wenty-seven years that the McOormicks made t heir home upon t}\e farm, Mr.
McCormick was obliged to be away much of the
time, his varied business interests often calling
him from home, and thus his wife had extra
cares, no light matter in the rearing of a large
family. Losing her husband a few years after
tne removal to the I sland, she found her burdens
increasing instead of diminishing, but with a
strong mind, a. strong body, and an unusually
cheer ful disposition, .she bore up bravely, and
with all her trials lived long beyond the allotted
span, being almost ninety-nine years of age at
the time of her death. Her life was a gt·and
example of Christian faith and work. With all
her toil she always found time to give words of
comfort and cheer to those about her, and she
was no less useful in this respect than 'in her
more material characteristics of thrift and industry. During her long life she saw many
changes in the country r ound about, especially
her island home, and, with her wonderful memory, her mind became a veritable stor ehouse of
useful knowledge. She was, indeed, a remarkable woman, and her inOuence for good, exerted
almost unconsciously, and continuously, will
survive her many years.
Arthur :Montgomery McCormick · was but a
f ew months old when the family settled on Pelee
I sland. Only six years old when his father died,
he was reared under the fostering care of a. loving mother, who gave him a Christian rea.ring.
He attended a private school on the I sland for
six months, and when seventeen years old he attended school at Caradoc, a private school taught
by a Mr. Livingstone, a Scotchman. Returning
home he remained on the f arm with his mother,
amid primitive surroundings, and wo.rked on t he
homestead farm. At the age of twenty years he
commenced sailing on the lakes as a common seaman, spending one season with his brother, Capt.
David McCormick. But not caring f{)r a seaI
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faring life, he returned to the homestead and
engaged in farming and also fishing, which he
continued for six years. In 1879 he started in
the mercantile business, being the first engaged
in that business on the Island, and during the
past quarter of a century he has built up a successful business. In 1901 he took his son, Norman, into partnership, the business now being
conducted under the firm name of A. l\1. McCormick & Son. They also have established a
bt·anch store at the north end of the Island, under the supervision of the son. 1\Ir. :McCormick is
also engaged in farming, owning and operating
175 acres of fine land. In 1878 l\Ir. McCormick
was appointed postmaster of the Island,. being
the first to fill that office on the Island, and for
the past twenty-five years he has performed his
duties with general satisfaction to the public in
this as in every other trust. When the Island
was formed into a township, he was elected its
first reeve, and filled that office for two terms.
He has taken a deep interest in education, and to
him is due the credit of having the public school
on the Island established. He, together with his
brothers, William and Peregrine, brought the
teacher to t he Island, and paid the salary, and
when the public school was established he was
elected a member of the board of education, and
was chairman of that board for two years. He
also filled the office of assessor of the township
and treasurer. He was origiHally a strong Conservative, but is now a stanch supporter of the
principles of the Liberal party. He and his
family are members of the Church of England,
and he was one of the founders of that church
on the Island. In fact, there is scarcely a circle
of activity in which he has not proven useful,
certainly none on his Island, and he is respected
and esteemed accordingly..
Mr. McCormick was married in Colchester
township, County of Essex, Out., Kov. 25, 1856,
to Esther McCormick, who ·was born in Colchester township, datlghter of the late Alexander
and l\Iary (Lidwell) McCormick. Ten children
have blessed this union: (1) Blanch married
Capt. John McCormick, captain of the steamship
"Lincoln." (2) Frederick resides in Wilkesbarre, Pa.. He married (first) Ii:ene Drake, by
whom he had one child, Violet B., and (second)
Miss Emma L. Myers, and has three children,
Donald !1!., Gordon and Marguerite. (3) Cora
married J. H. C. Atkinson, customs officer on the
Island. (4). Edith married Dr. Thomas H. :M~
Kee, of Buffalo, and has one son, McCormick H.
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(5) Arthur 0. died in 1889, of smallp1x. (6)
Norman is in partnership with his fatheL', and is
treasurer of the township and assista~t postmaster. He married Ada Harris, daughter of
James Harris. (7) .Maude, who resides at home, is
organist of the Church of England on the Island.
(8) Augusta ~f. is at home. (9) Ge•·trude, a
music teacher, resides at home. (10) Clyde resides at home.
Mrs. McCormick is an intelligent woman, devoted to her home, husband and family, and is a
good Christian. She is also a descendant of the
1\IcCol'mick family, her father, Alexandet· 1\fcCormick, having been a son of Alexander, the
first settler, and brother of William, who set.
tled on Pelee Island. He was a farmer and land
owner of Colchester township, where he was engaged in general farming and stock raising, owning a tract of 400 acres near Oxley, where he
spent his life, and where he married Mary Lidwell, who lived to the ripe age of ninetyseven years. She died at the home of her daughter, l\Irs. IIuffman, of Oxley. Their children
were as follows: ( 1) Nancy married Walter
Grubb, of Colchester, and is deceased. (2) William I . died at Yale, British Columbia. (3)
Elizabeth married Henry Wigle, of Essex. (4)
Mary Jane married Walter Grubb, of Pelee Island. (5) Eliza married Angus Huffman, of
Colchester township. (6) 'l'homas resides on Pelee Island. (7) John is in the Yukon district of
Alaska. (8) Esther married Arthur M. McCormick, of Pelee Island. (9) Robert D. resides
on P elee Island. (10) Lucinda, widow of Florin
F. Mickle, resid<>s in British Columbia: (11)
Margaret S. married Samuel Huston, and resides
in Detroit.
W. H. McEVOY bas been identified with the
interests of Amherstburg since 1876, and has
not only given his hearty support to every enterprise for the development of the place, but has
been the successful promoter of movements which
have established here those necessary enterprises
of modern life, the water system and the electric
light.
Mr. 1\fcEvoy 's ancestors were natives of the
F;merald Isle. His great-grandfather was the
founder of the family in Canada, having located
in Prince Edward County, Ont., at a very early
period. The succeeding generation also followed
a~riculturallife in Ontario, and the grandfather,
who was born in .Prince Edward County, passed
his entire life there. His wife, Nancy, was also
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a native of Ontario, and she is buried by the city, and in this movement Mr. McEvoy, as
side of her husband on the old farm in Prince mayor, was one of the leading organizers, and it
Edward County. Their son, Bartholomew, t he was mainly through his untiring efforts that it
father of our subject, was born in Prince Edward was brought t.o completion. This enterprise is
County in 1824, and in young manhood settled of untold benefit to the town. Prior to its introin Belleville, Ont., where he engaged in t he duction the people had water delivered to them
'furniture business. Ther e he married Margnet in barrels, in consequence of which they found
Madden, a native of Ontario, and their family it almost impossible to enjoy a cool glass or obof seven children was born in Belleville. About tain sufficient for the ordinary needs of sanita1865 Bartholomew McEvoy settled in Stratford, tion or the uses of the household; it even prewhet·e he continued in the furniture business, cluded the use and lu.·wry of a bathroom. I f
and there he died. Their children were as fol- cleanliness be next to godliness, as we are told
lows: H enrietta, who is deceased; 1\Iinnie A., in Holy Writ, t hen, indeed, must the cit izens
wife of J. F . Smit h, of Buffalo, New York; W. of Amherstburg bold Mr. McEvoy in high esteem
H., our subject; Charles B., deceased; Alexan- for what he has accomplished for their redempt'ler S., who has been for many years with the tion. In 1894 he constructed t he dock just below
United States printing bureau, in Philadelphia; the water plant, at which the Windsor and DeGeorge, a travelling salesman in the United troit boats land their passengers. H e was also
States; and Alice, widow of J oseph McConnell, one of the original promoters of the Extension
ex-general ticket and passenger agent of the of the Sandwich, Windsor & Amherstburg ElecChicago & Alton railroad.
tric Railway, from' Windsor to Amherstburg.
W. II. McEvoy was born Oct . 12, 1853, in He and a few other prominent citizens secured a
Belleville, Ont. His education was obtained in government charter and got liberal franchises
the public schools of his native town and in from the different municipalities, selling them
Stratford Grammar School. On the completion to Evert & l\Ioore, the largest electric read syno.f his course in Stratford he served a three- dicate in the United States; this firm also acquiryears' apprenticeship to the je,veller's trade in ed the Windsor Street Railway, and the new line
Belleville, and then went to Toronto, where he is now in full operation, running cars hourly.
worked at this business for one and a half years, Mr. l\IcEvoy is also local representative for the
going from there to Rochester, New York, where company at Amherstburg, and also local t icket
he remained one year. In the fall of 1876 l\1r. agent for the Grand Trunk Railway system.
l\IcEvoy came to Amherstburg to take the posi- .
It is not only in a business way that Mr. Mction of assistant postmaster under Postmaster Evoy has become so prominently identified with
E. G. Park, and also to become manager of Mr. Amherstburg. He has ably occupied the honorP ark's jewellery store. In 1877 Mr. McEvoy able position of mayor of the town for five terms,
pur chased an interest in the business, in 1881 1889-90-91-92-97, and for three of these terms
buying out his partner, ·and not long afterward was elected by acclamation, there being no opponbecame t he owner Qf the building, thus becoming ent willing to take t he fie1d, so great is his
the· sole owner and proprietor of the entire pro- personal popularity. Perhaps t his general feelperty. 1\lr. McEvoy has prosper ed greatly in ing of good-will has never been approached exhis business, and has expanded not only the jew- cept in t he case of l\layor John Davis, a valued
ellery trade, but has added a fine line of station- citizen of Windsor. Our distinguished subject
ery, fancy articles and wall paper, his establish- also served in t he council, in 1885, prior to taking
ment being one of the most attractive in the city. the mayor's chair. I n 1888 he was elected
I n 1884 he became agent for the Canadian and deputy r eeve and was t hereby a member o£ the
American Express Companies, and also for the county council. The prominent position taken
G. N. W. Telegraph Co., and st ill retains all by Mr. McEvoy in political matters has made
· but the American line.
him well known throughout the county. In 1895
I t was in 1894 that Mr. l\IcEvoy established he declined Parliamentary honors at the hands
the incandescent electric· light system in Am- . of the leaders of the C-onservative party. He is
herstburg. I n 1896 a stock company was.formed noted for the hearty support M is ever ready
and the plant was enlarged, Mr. McEvoy holding to give to laudable enterprises and is justly r ethe majority of the stock and being mana&ing garded as one of the most representative citizens
director. I n 1891 the pr esent thoroughly prac- ot his section of the country.
.
tical waterworks system was intr oduced in the
On F eb. 21, 1878, Mr. McEvoy was united
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in marriage with Miss 1\Iary A. Kane, who was
born in Amherstburg, daughter of J. A. and
Mary A. Kane, and to this marriage have been
born children as follows: Maude, a graduate of
the Amherstburg public schools and the Loretta
Abbey school at Toronto; Irene; and H emy C.,
who is still a student in the public school. 'Mr.
1\1cE voy and his family a re members of the
Roman Catholic Church. ·Fraternally he is connected with the A. 0. U. W., the I. 0 . 0. F., the
Chosen Friends and the C. M. B . A.
The family r esidence is located in one of the
most delightful spots in the city, on the banks
of the Detroit river, with · a fine view of the
commerce of the lakes. Its hospitality is equally
delightful, l\1r. McEvoy and family enjoying
the visits of their wide circle of friends and their
entertainment in a social way.
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of six children. Samuel, a miller of Carleton,
Ont., is married and has four children. James
is mentioned below. Eliza, born in 1843, is unmarried, and r esides in 1\lichigan. J ohn, born
in 1846, married and lives with his family at
Morley, Michigan, on a farm. Agnes, born iu
1848, is the wife of James McManis, has a large
family, and resides in Michigan, near Morley.
Henry, born in 1851, a lumberman of the County
of Lanark, married and has a family of five chil,
dren. :\Iary A., born in 1853, is the wi fe of
Patrick Rodgers, a farmer of l\forley, ~lichigan,
and lives there with her family. Maggie, born
in 1860, is the wife of J oseph Avery, a ranchman of North Dakota; she has nine children.
James Bain attended the district schools of
the County of Lanark, and after finishing his
education worked in his father's mills or as a
clerk in the store until he was r eady to mark
out an independent career. For ten years he was
engaged as a foreman for William Lee, a prominent lumberman of the county, but in 1872 he
moved to the County of E ssex, and 'vas employed again as a foreman for James & Noble, an
old lumber firm of Cottam, controlled later by
Mr. James alone. In this position Mr. Bain remained eight years. From 1889 to 1899 he was
treasurer of Gosfield, in the latter year resigning and moving to Guelph. He spent the next
year on a farm there, and then purchased the
J ohn F. Clark place, on Talbot Street, where he
has since lived, engaged in fruit raising and general farming.

JAMES BAIN, who for a number of years
filled the office of t own treasurer, is one of the
prominent citizens of Gosfield North. lle was
born in the County of Lanark, Oct. 4, 1841. The
family originated in Scotland, where both his
father and grandfather were born.
The first of the family to come to this country was Alexander Bain, grandfather of James,
and he established himself as a merchant at
Bolton's Mills, in the County of Lanat·k, where
he lived and died. His four sons, all now deceased, were: John, of Grand Rapids, whose two
sons are still residents of 'that city; At·chie, of
Ottawa; Alexander, of Bolton's 1\lills; and William, who died in Michigan, leaving a family.
In 1862 1\fr. Bain was married to Miss Lizzie
Alexander Bain, father of James, was born Stater, who was born near Niagara, daughter
and educated in Scotland, and came to America of John Slater, an Englishman. They had no
with his father. H e married Miss Susan B'olton, children of their own, but a nephew of l\1rs. Bain,
a native of the County of Leeds, Canada, but at Noble B. Slater, was brought up by them like a
the time of her marriage a resident of the County son. Tie was given a high school education and
of Lanark. l\Ir. Bain was a merchant and lum- is now living in New York City, being a clerk
berman, owned a general store and several mills, in a music factory. Mrs. Bain, after thirty years
and for many years was one of the wealthy and • of married life, was taken away in October,
influential men of the county. In his r eligious 1893, dying at her home in Cottam. For his
faith he was a Presbyterian. Politically he be- second wife Mr. Bain chose Miss Kate Johnston,
longed to no party, but voted independently. of the County of Carleton, who was born in
Tiis death occurred in 1889, and his wife sur- Oet.ober, 1865, daughter of Robert and Eliza J.
vived him only three years. A family of eleven
(Coleman) Johnston. Her parents were both
children was born to Alexander and Susan Bain: born in Ireland, but met and married in Canada.
J ane, the eldest, married John Jack, and settled I n 1875 they r emoved from the County of Carlein Michigan, where she died leaving a family. ton to Essex and settled on the Talbot Road,
Alexander settled in :Morley, 1\ficbigan, where where they remained till 1898, when they took
he died in 1896, leaving a family of four chil- up their residence in Guelph. There 1\fr. Johndren. Susan was the deceased wife of William ston died in 1900, leaving his wife and two chilRodgers, of . Carleton, and died leaving a family dren. The elder, George , E., lives at Cottam,
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unmarried. Mrs. 13ain was "the only daughter.
The children o£ Mr. Dain 's second marriage are
as follows: Lulu G., born in 1896; James D.,
in 1898; Ella G., in 1900.
The religious affiliations of 1\fr. Bain and
his wife are with the Methodist Church, of which
they are prominent members. On political questions he has always been a Reformer. During
his long period of service he made such a record
for faithful and efficient discharge of duties
that on his removal to Guelph two members of
Parliament, John A. Auld, of Amberstburg, and
M. K. Cowan, of Windsor, presented him with
a gold watch engraved with his name, as a token
of their appreciation. The sterling qualities dis.
played by Mr. Bain in his official capacity mark
· his career throughout and he is as highly esteemed as he is widely known throughout the county.
His life has been one of great usefulness both
in private and public affairs, but of late illhealth has compelled him to take a less active
part in the life about him, a deprivation which
is deeply deplored by all. Fraternally he is a
member of St. George's Masonic Lodge, No. 41,
of Kingsville.
JOSEPH LOOP, one of the well-known citizens, and the largest landowner, of Mersea township, comes of a family which is one of the oldest
settled in the township. The family is of German origin, but for many generations has had its
home in the Kew World.·
Grandfather Benjamin Franklin Loop was
born in New York State, to which place his
father had come from his home in Germany.
During the Revolutionary war Benjamin Franklin Loop remained loyal to the British flag, and
after the colonies gained their independence he
moved to Canada, and located in the County of
Middlesex, Ontario, among the first settlers in·
that Province. He married, in Canada, Agnes
J ane Kennedy, and they had the following children: .Joseph, J ohn, Jacob, Henry, Warren, Ann,
Sarah, Margaret, Mary, Elizabeth and ·Hannah.
After a time the family moved to the County of
Essex, and lived for a while at P oint Pelee,
where l\Ir. Loop obtained some land by squatter 's right. They then moved to Michigan, and
located in Flint, where be and his wife spent the
remainder of their lives. Both were members
of the Methodist Church, and both died and are
buried in Flint. 1\fr. Loop took part in the war
of 1812, serving in the ranks.
John Loop, son of Benjamin FrankliD, and

father ·of Joseph, was born near London, Ont.,
and there grew to manhood. As a young man he
moved to the County of Essex, and settled on a
65-acrc tract, at Point Pelee, where he spent all
of his active life engaged in farming.
After
coming to Point Pelce he married Lucinda Roberts, the ceremony being performed by Elder
Ha rrington. To this union were born the following children : Lovisa, who married Michael
Mooney, both of whom died at Point Pelee, where
they arc buried; William, who lives in Leamington (he married Sarah Dellyor) ; Joseph, who is
mentioned below; Henry, who was for many
years a fisherman, and now resides in Kingsville;
Ellis, who died in infancy in Gosfield township;
Charles, who died in Michigan (he married Mary
McBrayne); Benjamin Franklin, who is a farmer of Mersea township; Ira, who lives in Kingsville (he married Clara J. Gauvereau); and
Uriah, who lives in Kingsville, Ont., and who
married Mary Gardiner. In later life the father
and mother left their farm, and came to spend
their declining years in . the home of their son,
Uriah, in Kingsville. There they died, the father
at the age of eighty-two, the mother at the age
of seventy-two, and both are buried in Lake View
cemetery. 'fhey were members of the Methodist
Church. John Loop was a Conservative in political principle, but never in any sense an officeseeker. He served as a volunteer in the British
army during the Rebe_llion of 1837-38.
J oseph Loop, son of J ohn and Lucinda (Roberts) Loop, was born Oct. 20, 1839, in a log cabin
on the farm at Point Pelee. !Iis educational advantages were very limited, being merely those
afforded by the district schools of his native
place,· and of Colchester, but having a natural desire for learning he has given himself a very
good education by means of observation and ex·
tensi ve reading. He hll!i been a hard worker all
his life, beginning when a small boy to help on
the f arm, and remaining with his father until
he was sixteen years old. He then started out
in li£e for himself, shipping as seaman on the
schooner "Sweeper," of Toledo, in the coasting
trade, on Lake Erie. For eleven years he followed the water, part of the time being employed
by a wrecking company on Lake Erie. He then
entered the fishing industry, with his brothers
IIenry and I ra, locating first at Point Pelee,
where they operated one pound, and later at
Kingsville, where they had three pounds. This
business was continued for fourteen years, the
brothers supplying both wholesale and retail
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dealers in Detroit and adjoining places. M:r
Loop then returned to M:ersea township, and
bought 100 acres in Lot 19, Concession 2, where
he made extensive improvements, and cut some
of the timber. His fondness for the water soon
drew him back to the fishing business, and he
established himself on the east shore of Point
Pelee, beginning with one pound, and finally controlling four. He spent ten years in this industry, and then sold out to Frederick Kline, of
Sandusky, and settled down to farming on Lot
20, 3d Concession. 'rhere he put up a comfortable dwelling, barns, etc., and has made his home
there ever since, carrying on the farm of 200
acres. He also owns 150 acres near his home
farm, 150 acres more in the 2d Concession, and
105 acres on Talbot road, all of which is under
cultivation. Mr. Loop is the largest land owner
in M:ersea township, as well as one of its most
prosperous business men, and he owes all his success to his own unaided energy and industry. He
can look back with justifiable pride to his early
struggles and hardships from which he has won
such prosperity and success. I n addition to his
interests as a farmer and a fisherman, Mr. Loop
has been a noted hunter and trapper, and found
much enjoyment in that occupation. I n politics
he is a Conservative, but in local affairs is determined more by the character of the men to be
voted for than by party lines. He is a great
student and reader, a broad-minded man of liberal opinions, and noted for his charity. His religious faith is centred in the Golden Rule,
whose teaching he endeavors to follow in his
life. Although he has never married he is domestic in his tastes, fond of his home, and devoted to children. He adopted George Henry,
son of William and Sarah (Wingrove) Menary,
and has brought him up from his early boyhood.
Mr. Mcnary still makes his home with his fosterfather, and, like him, is a Conservative in politics, and a member of the Methodist Church.
Mr. Menary was united in marriage with Sarah
Loop, daughter of Benjamin Franklin and J osephine (Fox) Loop, and they have two children,
Elsie Mae and William Franklin.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN LooP, father of Mrs.
Mcnary, and brother of Joseph Loop, was born
at Point P elee, in September, 1847, and as a boy
attended the district schools of that region.
While still in his teens he shipped as a sailor on
Lake Erie, but later settled down to farming on
land in the 2d Concession. There he has ever
since resided, a fine brick house having been

31 7

erected in recent years to replace the original
home which was destroyed by fire. Like his brother he is a Conservative in politics. He married
Josephine Fox, daughter of Theodore F ox, and
they have nine children, as follows: Matilda N.,
who married Frederick Johnson, of Mersea township; Emily Lucinda, who married Arthur
Brown, and lives in Kingsville; Sarah, who married George Henry 1\fenary; Joseph Andrew,
who married Kate Holt, and lives on the homestead; Amos Alvin, who married Emily Crompton, and lives in Kingsville; J ohn Theodore,
who married E llen Mittleton, and lives on the
homestead; Charlotte L., who married Halton
Hickson, a farmer of Mersea township; Bertha
L., who married George Campbell, of l\Iersea
township; and William Albert, who lives at
home. 1\lr. and Mrs. Loop attend the Universalist Church.
ARCHIBALD COULTER, for twenty-one
years railway mail clerk on the St. Thomas and
Windsor postal route, is descended from Scotch
ancestry.
William Coulter, his father, was born in
1812, and in 1830 settled in the County of Elgin,
Ont., where he followed farming until his death,
in 1880. His brother J ohn died in Toronto in
1897. His two sisters, :Mary and Ellen, married
.John and Robert Lindsay, who resided in the
same neighborhood, Concession A., Southwold
township, in the County of Elgin. His widow,
whose maiden name was l\Iargaret l\Icintyre1
now resides in St. Thomas. She was born in
1823, the youngest child of Archibald and Isabella Mcintyre, of Argyllshire, Scotland, whose
children were as follows: Archibald, at one
time license inspector of W est Elgin for many
years, and once the Liberal candidate for
Parliament; Neil, Hugh and Donald, fanners
in Elgin; John, a minister of the Church of
England in New Zealand, where his family now .
lives; Mary, who married David Palmer, a
farmer in West Elgin; Isabella, who married
John McTavish, a farmer in Yarmouth town.
ship, Elgin; and Margaret, Mrs. Willliam
Coulter.
. William and Margaret Coult.er had eight
children: Mary married Charles Say well, a
fanner; J ohn married Ellen Bowlby; Daniel
married Elizabeth Carswell ; William married
Emma Fowler; Archibald married Clara Clinton; Sara, unmarried, is a nurse in St. Thomas;
Enoch marriel Catharine - - -:- - ; George
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married Nettie Luce. Mary's children are: Sherwood (deceased), Etta, Mabel, Blanche, Etoile,
Claire and Eleanor. Daniel's child, whose
name is Erie, was born in 1898. William's children are: Elva, Ilet·bert, William, Eva, George,
Archibald and Douglas. Enoch's children are:
lola, Rhea, Macdonald, Gladys, Aileen, Ina and
Nellie. George's children are: I van, Margaret
and Grace. Archibald's children are: Charis
(aged eleven), Stanley (six), Hugh John (four),
and Clinton (one).
Archibald Coulter followed the profession of
teachtng for five years, and then became a railway mail clerk. He is a member of the A.O.U.W.
and also of the Free Library Board of Windsor.
The sturdy farmers, the country's pride, deser-ve much from us for making a wilderness
blossom like a rose, overcoming difficulties by
sheer force of personal merit, wreathing the
home with flowers, studying the good of the
household; for their cheerfulness that caused
them to look on the bright side of things-and
if there was a bit of blue in the sk-y they ever
turned their eyes to it; for their labors t hat
won high names in their neighborhood; for the
kind, courteous manners shown to those whose
claims ran counter to their own; for their liberal and enlightened patronage of learning, the
promotion of religion without a trace of bigotry,
good, upright, honorable citizenship, the devot ion to sovereign and country; and for the happiness of their lives t hat they were per mitted
to enjoy. The school life of those mentioned
in this sketch was fortunately not too lengthy,
for school training does not always teach enough
thinking and observing, on the formation of
good character, qualities that go far to make
life worth living. Their disputes and battles
with their school companions show that there
is much of t he wildcat nature in their make-up.
Papers, magazines, and books were not the least
part of their education. They soon learned that
worth is simple goodness, and true honor is acting well your part; that ignorance is one of the
sources of evil; that the value of authority depends on its worth and truth; to study about
nature and our relation to nature; to know the
great facts about the things that surround us,
such as astronomy, geology, history, temperance,
self-respect, self-restraint, consideration for others, kindness to animals, honesty and truthfulness in all the relations of life; to gain an
insight into things, to impart to others what
they know;. to frame lucid sentences the mean-

ing of which can be seen at a glance; to lay
the axe to the roots of the trees of lying and
superstition; to give battle to humbug in all its
forms; to be mentally trained in order to climb
the ladder of wisdom as high as possible, or as
circumstances will admit, the high white star
of truth ever guiding; the enjoyment of doing
duty, knowing that truthfulness is the heart of
mot·ality; never sharpening the beak and claws
to be in readiness for the fray of political or
religious battles, but always prompted to the doing of good because it made others happy; to
possess humility because there are a number
of things of which we can know nothing, as
they are out of the reach of the human faculties (£or instance, the nature of matter is as
much a mystery as the nature of the mind).
They learned to believe that knowledge should
rest on observation and experiments, and not
on signs and wonders. Blind faith is the unpardonable sin, for there is greater ease in
having f aith in some one else's faith-listening
to addresses if not sleeping-draughts drugging
the reason, they only excite the emotions. We
should not be influenced by opinions that fall in
with our own wishes, and oppose ever, tooth-andnail and with intellectual dynamite, all hot-beds
of coq-uption, whether socially, politically or
religiously, for one may be deeply religious
without subscribing to any creed. Beware of
self-advertisement, which often passes by the
name of success. Prize the members of the home
and never let fade the memories of the family
circle, and let them be an inspiration to brothers
and sisters for all time. As brevity of life is
a great spur of duty, therefore one should waste
no time in thinking or talking about a presentpast, a round-square, or an intersection of parallel lines. Follow your reason as far as it will
take you without regard to any other consideration, fearing not social ostracism, secular arm,
or even eternal punishment; never bel ieving in
conviction without; the evidence that would convince a jury, always lending a helping hand in
taking people from the darkness of sorrow to the
light of joy. Shun vagueness of thought and
laxity of speech. Our ideas should be thoughtful, and our work an ever pleasant duty. Have
sympathy with suffering, and hatred for cruelty
and injustice, ever. cheering those who have
burdens too grievous to be borne; helping others
to know the truth about things, and helping them
to see through the veil that has obscured so
many things so long; always trying to awaken
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the best in other natures, while cultivating the
best in ourselves; to lessen wrong, increasing
joy, scattering a few rays of sunshine and flow·
ers in each other's pathway; to give battle to
those who oppose veracity of thought and action.
We should hope for the time when each will
be for, not against, all, when none shall die of
neglect and none fall in battle, none corrupted
by luxury or starved by poverty. "Love that
which is of good report" should inspire our
efforts to do some good to society or to be character builders. 'fhe triumph of truth will be
assured if ·we knock falsehood on the head wherever and whenever it asserts itself.
N'either
affirm r{or deny what you do not know, as a false
creation of the mind is as foolish as an idol
made by the hands. Knowledge has not told
us whether there is anything behind force, whetner the future is a dreamless sleep, or of rewards or punishments. Still our religion of faith
will ever cause us to be full of hope, trust and belief in a Supreme Being and a future existence.
Hoping that we have not taught error or discontent, that we have made our own and other
hves better and truer, that we have rooted out
some ignorance and promoted a little intelligeJ;~.ce, that we have injured none and benefited
some of our associates, and a hope or wish that
our lives have not been utter failures, we conclude by quoting lines from two poets about
the true rulers of the country and the morality
of the nation, and the queenly love and selfsacrifice of women, ''God's last and best gift.''
Her prentice band she tried on man,
And then lie made the lasses, 0.
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DAVID J. WHI TNEY, a general merchant
and prosperous business man of Essex, County
Essex, was born in County Grenville, April 18,
1856, a son of David and Diana (McCalvey)
Whitney, of the same county.
David Whitney, the father, was a son of
Comfort Whitney, who came to Canada from the
States, and he came of English parents. Comfort Whitney settled a's a pioneer in County
Grenville, where he reared the following family:
Augustus, on the old homestead; Chauncey, a
merchant of County Grenville; Erastus, of Prescott, Canada, now deceased, who left a family;
Lavina, who married Ambrose Newman, of
County Grenville; Lonna, who married George
Smith, of County Grenville: and David, father
of our subject. The latter grew to manhood in
County Grenville, where he worked as a farmer
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until he started in life for himself. .After hill
marriage he cleared up a farm in County Grenville, on which he resided until 1869, when he
purchased a farm in Maidstone, County of Essex,
and resid~d there until a few years ago. lie
then came to Essex, and is now living retired
from active business life. To himself and wife
were born children as follows: Mary J. married
Albert Rowe, of :Maidstone, and has one son, Elgin. Anne married Alexander Douglas, a carpenter of Maiclstone, and has three children,
James, Irene and Winnie. I da married first
Willjam Hicks, of Maidstone, by whom she had
two children, Annie- and Lena, and she later
married Arthur Snyder, of the Northwest Territory, where he is a ranchman; they have no
children. Joel married a Miss Reaves, and they
are settled at present on a farm in Gosfield township ; they have had children as follows-Lillie,
Frederick, Emerson, Verna (who died at the
age of sixteen years), Delmar, Fay and Curley.
David J. is mentioned below. Adaline, born in
1858, married Walker Gardner, of Walkerville,
a lumber manufacturer of that place, and died
leaving two children, Violet and Herbert.
Yernecia, born in 1860, married Edward Lovelace, a prominent business man of St. Catherine's, and has one son, Stanley. Lillie, born
in 1863, married Harvey Sharp, a resident of
Walkerville, and has one son, Clayton. John,
born in 1866, married Flora Bickle, of Canada,
and resides at Wheatley, wh~re he is the largest
merchant; they have two children, Gerald and
Dorothy. ·
David J. Whitney received his early education in the Maiclstone district schools, and later
studied at the London Business College. In 1882
he began keeping store in Essex, and thus continued until 1892, when he sold his interest and
moved to London, Ont., engaging in commercial
life until 1896, when he returned to Essex. He
occupied a position of prominence amon:r the
successful business men of the place, being one
of its largest general merchants.
In 1882 Mr. Whitney was married to l\liss
Elizabeth P owell, of County York, Ont., daughter of the late Capt. Joseph ·Powell, of Toronto.
Mrs. Whitney's aged mother, two Risters, i\ri~'l
Agnes and 1\Tiss Maggie, and one brother, E. J.
Powell, live in London, Ont., while her brothrr,
Joseph B. Powell is a resident of )fcxico. )fr.
and !l!rs. Whitney came to Essex after th('ir
marriage, and resicled at their home on Talbot
street until 1\'Irs. Whitney's death, in J anuary,
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1901. She left no family. Having been a lady roads and no bridges. Gradually he got the land
of many Christian graces, cultured and well cleared and later built a good frame house. The
educated, she also possessed those qualities which remainder of his life was spent in farming, but
were calculated to endear others to her, and she he was cut off in his prime at the age of fortyleft many to mourn her loss. For many years three years, after a sickness of only eight days.
she, like her husband, was a consistent member He died from typhoid fever Dec. 19, 1898, and
of the Methodist Church, and he is now one of was buried in the Stony Point cemetery. He was
its trustees; his f ather was a class-leader in the a member of the Catholic Church at t hat place.
church until his death, which occurred Jan. 13, In politics he was a strong Liberal, but took no
1904.
active part in such matters.
Politically Mr. Whitney has always been
Henry Le Blanc married Miss Mary Casidentified with the old Liberal party, but never tanier, who was born in St. Anicet, Quebec,
desired office, preferring to exert his influence . daughter of John B. Castanier, who was a wellin private life. He is a member of the Order known farmer of 'l'ilbury West. After her hus.
of Odd Fellows, uniting with Essex Lodge, No. band's death, she continued to reside on the
118, and also belongs to Lodge No. 10, United farm where she had shared the hardships of pioWorkmen, ·at Essex. In every capacity Mr. neer life. She was left with eleven children,
Whitney has been called upon to fill he has most of them too young to care for themselves,
proven himself trustworthy. The success which so t hat she has had the responsibility of bringing
has been his came of steadfast effort, intelli- them up, besides the care of managing the farm.
gently directed along l egitimate lines. His busi- We have the following record of this family:
ness methods are honorable, his stock first-class Joseph Cleophas is mentioned below; Telesphore,
in every particular, and thoroughly modern, of Tilbury, married Eliza Bricette, sister of his
suited to his customers. Such is the brief re- brother J oseph's wife ; the other nine, Analda,
cord of David J. Whitney, who is living up to Eugene, Alma, Alcide, Tancrede, Leotine, Stephthe high standard set by his parents, and con- anie, Edward and Blanche, reside together on the
tinuing their efforts in behalf of progress and old homestead in Tilbury West.
higher civiUzation.
J oseph Cleophas Le Blanc was born in the
log cabin which was the early home of t he famJOSEPH CLEOPH AS LE BLANC, one of ily. His time during boyhood was divided be·
the rising young merchants of Comber, and a tween attendance on the district schools and
member of the township council, was born in work on the farm. I n 1890 he went t o Windsor
what is now Tilbury West, in the County of Es- and attended the high school for a year and a
sex, Oct. 10, 1877.
half. He then returned to the f a rm, but conThe Le Blanc family were among the old tinued to study, as he was preparing himself to
French settlers of Acadia, Nova Scotia, where teaeh, and later, during a period when he was a
their descendants have lived for the past two pupil at the model school in the County of Prescenturies. Armable Le Blanc, the grandfather .cott, he passed the examination and secured his
of J oseph C., removed from Nova Scotia to Que- certificate. For six years and a half be taught
bec when a young man. He married and en- in Tilbury North, giving instruction in both
gaged in farming and lumbering at St. Poly- English and French with great success.
carpe, County of Huntingdon, Quebec, where his
Even while engaged in teaching, Mr. Le
life was passed. He was a member of the Cath- Blanc began his agricultural career, as he dealt
olic Church.
then in cattle and horses. After he gave up his
Henry Le Blanc, the pioneer of the fam- profession he bought a farm in Rochester townily in the County-of Essex, was born on the ship, farmed there for one year, and then sold
f arm in.St. Polycarpe, and in the French schools the place. After another year on the farm at
there received a limited education. Anxious to Tilbury North he sold that also and bought the
see more of the world, he left home at the age place where he resided until November, 1903,
of eighteen and came to Ontario, where he when he sold that place and purchased his prebought a tract of fifty acres in Tilbury West, sent general store in Comber, from G. W. Wray.
Concession 5, Lot 4. He erected a log house and The place comprised 115 acres in Concession 2,
began the life of a pioneer in a country which Lot 1, with a commodious brick dwelling and
was almost an unbroken wilderness, with no other improvemen~ of vario~ kinds, and here
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Mr. Le Blanc successfully engaged in general
farming and stock raising. It was formerly the
property of Peter Grener. Mr. Le Blanc's store
contains a complete assortment of clothing, hats
and caps, groceries, dry goods, boots and shoes,
men's furnishings, everything, in fact, included
in the equipment of a representative general
store, and he does a business which justifies the
carrying of such a large and varied stock. · The
store itself is a large, substantial brick building.
On Jan. 16, 1899, Joseph C. Le Blanc and
l\Iiss :Marie Bricette were married, at Stony
Point, Ont. Mrs. Le Blanc was born in Tilbury
North, Jan. 10, 1878, daughter of John B. and
Victoria (Lemerise) Bricette, prominent farming people of that township. :Mr. and Mrs. Bri·
cette were both natives of Quebec, the former
born in 1851, the latter in 1854, and came to the
County of Essex with their parents when quite
young. They were the parents of twelve children: l\Ialvina, l\Irs. Peter Simon Fletcher;
Glorvina, who married Alfred Mailloux, of Stony
Point; :Marie, l\frs. Le Blanc; Jane, Mrs. Lawrence Leoloque; Henry, who married Josephine
Dumouchelle; Eliza, Mrs. Telesphore Le Blanc ;
George, still at home; Minnie, Mrs. Andre Roy ;
and Alfred, Arthur, Emile and Corinne, all at
home. The parents are members of the Catholic
Church.
To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Le Blanc three
children have been born: Donas, Orner and Aurore. l\Ir. and Mrs. Le Blanc are members of
the Church of the Annunciation at Stony Point,
and are both earnest Christians of the most exemplary character.
Mr. Le Blanc is broadminded, a man of wide reading and well posted
He is proficient in both
on current events.
French and English. An ardent Liberal in his
political views, he has been somewhat active in
local affairs, and in 1903 was elected councillor
for the township, being the youngest inan that
ever sat in the township council. He is one of
the most prominent young men in the locality,
and is well thought of by all who k"'DOW him.
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KNISTER. 'fhere are no better citizens of
Canada than those who have been transplanted
f rom the German Empire. The elements of
thrift and unwearying industry characteristic
of that race were the very necessary requirements for success in pioneer days, and are no
less essential at the present time. Among the
worthy representatives of this desirable class are
the Knisters, who have been residents of Roches21
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ter township, County of Essex, for nearly seventy years, and have ever during that period
been foremost in her progress and welfare. The
name is held in high esteem for the many worthy
members who have so ably sustained its reputation, and the family ranks among the oldest and
best in their section.
Adam Knister, the ·head of the first family
of the name to .settle here, was a native of liessen-Cassel, Germany, and grew to manhood in
the country of his birth. He learned the trade
of carpenter and joiner. Being ambitious, and
feeling that he could better his circumstances
by settling in the New World, be came to Amer.
ica with his wife and family, consisting of four
children, in 183!. They took passage on a
sailing-vessel from a German port, and after a
nine weeks' voyage landed at New York City,
thence continuing their journey by canal to
.buffalo, where they took a Lake Erie vessel to
Detroit, and from there came to their new home
in what was then a wilderness--Rochester township, County of Essex, Ont. The father obtained 100 acres of land (known as the Col. Talbot
land) on Lot 9, Middle Road, erected a log bouse
anu commenced the clearing of his land. lie
was one of the first settlers in that region, and
the very first of his nationality. He labored on
his land with perseverance and well-directed
energy, but he survived the hardships of pioneer
life only nine years, and by the time of his death
had succeeded in clearing but a small portion.
He passed away in 1843, at the age of fifty-eight,
and his remains were interred on the farm. In
his native land Mr. Knister was identified with
the German Reformed Church, and after settling
in Canada be became associated with the Methodist Church. He was a good man and worked
bard all his life. Mrs. Knister shared with her
husband the privations innumerable which life
in such an unsettled region entailed, and did her
duty as a Christian wife and mother. Like her
husband she united with the Methodist church.
She attained a ripe old age, dying on
the farm at the age of eighty-seven and a
half years, and her remains rest in the cemetery
at Rochester. The four children born to Adam
Knister and his wife were: Conrad, who died in
Rochester township; Elizabeth, who married
George Geisel (both are deceased); Catherine,
who married a Mr. Vitter, and died in Sandusky,
Ohio; and John.
JonN KNISTER, the youngest child of the
family of Adam Knister, was born in IIessen-
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Cassel, Germany, in October, 1829, and was
therefot·e but a child when brought to Canada
with the family. He grew to manhood in the
township which was ever after his home, and
it wa.s his lot to witness the transformation of n
primitive region, without roads, bridges, schools
and churches into
f ertile farming country,
divided into ~rofitable farms, and dotted with
comfortable homes. During his~ boyhood flour,
cornmeal and such other necessaries of life as
the pioneer could not furnish at first-hand were
brought from Detroit, whence they were carried
by water as far as Belle River, and thence shouldered through the woods to the pioneer's home.
'!'he boy's opportunities to acquire an English
education in such a section were naturally limited, and his knowledge of the English language
was acquired by association with English-speaking people. He was but fifteen years old when
his father died, and from that time lte not only
had to support himself, but also to assist his
mother and sisters.
Taking up the work of
clearing which his father bad begun, he pursued
it with all the vigor of youth and hardihood, and
he not only succeeded in putting all the land
under a profitable state of cultivation, but also
made extensive improvements on the place,
among other things erecting a fine frame dwelling, barns, etc. He continued to farm all his
life, engaging in general agriculture and stockraising and by good management was enabled to
purcha~e another tract of 100 acres, which he
.also cleared and put under cultivation. His death
occurred when he bad scarcely passed middle
life on May 25, 1887, and he was laid to rest in
the' cemetery at Rochester. Like his parents, he
held membership in the Methodist Church. He
was a stanch Liberal in politics, and was actively
interested in good government in bis locality,
serving seven years as a member of the township
council of Rochester, and for a number of years
as township school trustee, taking especial interest in educational matters. His reputation for
honorable dealing was above reproach.
1\lr. Knister was married, in Rochester township, to Elizabeth Hedrick, who was born in
1834 in Hessen-Cassel, Germany, daughter of
Henry and Barbara (Bost) Hedrick, and was
but one year old when brought thence to Canada.
She has a remarkable· memory, and retains a
vivid recollection of the many hardships and
drawbacks encountered in the early days, the
want of even the common necessities, the lack
of religious and educational advantages, and

a

many other privations. During her childhoou
the country was still in such a wild state that she
remembers seeing wolves roaming near her home,
and she also remembers the construction of the
1\uddle Road, and the building of tbe first schoolhouse and church. In fact, she has a fund of interesting reminiscences. Though now nearly seventy, she is still active, and she is a devout member of the Methodist Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Knister had a family of twelve
children, all of whom grew to maturity, and
eleven of whom still survive, viz.: Henry is a
merchant at Ruscom, Out.; Catharine first married William Hudson, and after his death John
Ellis, who is also deceased, and she is now residing at Grand Rapids, Michigan; John Wesley
is mentioned below; Adam is a farmer in Rochester township; Mary married Orlo Hill, of
Rochester township; Matilda is the wife of Robert A. McNaughton, of Rochester township;
Elizabeth married George Thompson, and is deceased· Rachel married John Goatbe, a manufactur~r of Comber, Ont. Esther is the wife
of Parker Bolton, of Ruthven, Ont.; George Edwin resides in Wisconsin; William is agent at
Iona, Ont., for the Lake Erie Railway Company;
Robert Walter is a farmer in Rochester township. All of this family are doing their part
as substantial citizens of the various communities in which their lot bas been east, and are a
credit to the stock from which they spring.
JOHN WESLEY KNISTER was born on the old
homestead, Middle Road, Rochester township,
Aug. 21, 1856. The district schools of the neighborhood afforded him his educational advantages,
and the clearing and cultivation of the home
farm assisted materially in his physical development. He remained with his parents until he
was twenty-one, when be started ·out for himself. Going to Colchester townsltip, be worked
on a farm near Lake Erie for six years, receiving at first $12 a month, and later $15. The
privations of pioneer life had taught him frugality, and be carefully saved his means, so that
when . he returned home, at the end of his si~
yenrs' work in Colchester, he was able to purchase fifty-three acres of bush land on Lot 13,
North Rear Road. Erecting a frame house, he
at once set about reclaiming his land from the
wilderness, and in time purchased 100 acres
more, which he cleared and improved. By subsequent additions he now has 153 acres of fine
land. In 1901, at a cost of $4,500, he erected
one of the finest brick dwellings west of London,
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planned by himself and wife, and fitted with
all the improvements modern ingenuity has contrived for the comfort of man. 1\Ir. Knister has
won his success by his own wo~k and good
management, and he has so ordered his life that
he has the good-will, as well as the unbounded
respect, of the people of all classes.
On Oct. 17, 1883, in Rochester township,
John W. Knister was united in marriage with
Miss Mary Thompson, daughter of John and
Catharine (Crawford) Thompson, of Norfolk
County, Ont. She has been a true helpmate to
her husband, and has devoted herself to her
home and family. Five children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Knister, namely: Ethel
and Adela, young ladies of exceptional musical
ability, at home; Cecil Augustus, at home; and
William V. and John P., who both died in infancy. The family are all connected with the
:Methodist Church, and take an active interest in
its work. In his political belief Mr. Knister is
a Conser vative, but is independent in voting in
local affairs.
HEDRICK. Among the early settlers who
cleared up the forests of Rochester township,
County of Essex, and converted them into smiling farms and comfortable homesteads, were
many of German nationality, and no other
country sent colonists who took higher rank as
substantial citizens. The H edrick family was
among the earliest to come to that section from
the Fatherland, and they have ever been entitled to rank amoug the foremost iu point of
public spirit and enterprise.
Henry Hedrick, a native of IIessen-Cassel,
Germany, grew to manhood in the locality. of
h1s birth, and there learned the blacksmith
trade, at which he was occupied while in the
Fatherland. There he married Barbara Bost.
Like many of his countrymen, Mr. H edrick concluded to try his fortune in the western world,
and accordingly, in 1835, be set out from Germany with his wife and only child. · After a
nine weeks' passage on a sailing-vessel they
reached New York, and thence proceeded by
canal to Buffalo, where they took a lake vessel
for Detroit. From that port they came into the
'(;ounty of Essex, Ont., making a location in
lwchester township, on a tract of 100 acres located on what is now the Middle Road. The region
was then a wilderness, but by hard work l\!r.
hedrick succeeded in clearing his land and making a good farm out of unpromising material
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H e had a source of revenue in his trade, and he
also engaged in repairing wagons, etc., and in
the early period of the settlement of the township he often found work in Detroit, leaving
his wife and family to look after the crops.
Thus by thrift and good management he was
enabled to make extensive improvements on his
place, and he also bought a second tract of 100
acres, which he divided among his children. lie
was a man of ability and resource in many ways,
being able to turn his hand to almost anything
in the line of mechanics, for which he had positive genius, and his versatility in this respect
helped him to surmount many of the difficulties
to be overcome in the clearing and cultivating
of a new farm. His character was honorable,
and be was a good man, much respected for his
temperate habits. In spite of hard work he lived
to the advanced age of seventy-four years, and
his remains lie in the R.ochcster cemetery. Mr.
Hedrick's religious connection was with the
Methodist Church, and in politics be was a Liberal. 1\Irs. H edrick died at the age of seventyfive. She shared the high esteem in which her
husband was held wherever known, and was deservedly honored as a worthy Christian woman.
She is also buried in the Rochester cemetery.
Six children blessed the union of Henry and
Barbara (Bost) Hedrick, viz.: Elizabeth, who
is now the widow of John Knister; Catherine,
who married Henry Zumstine; Conrad, deceased;
John, who died at the age of thi1·ty-three years;
Matilda, who married Robert };'ichol, of Detroit;
and H enry S., who makes his home in Rochester
township.
EDGERTOi'J SCRATCH, local preacher of
the l\Iethodist Church in Mersea township, County of Essex, and a man widdy kuown aud
deeply beloved for hili many excellent traits of
character, is a son of Rev. Alexander and Ann
(Adams) Scratch, mention of whom may be
found elsewhere.
Mr. Scratch was born in Gosfield town~hip,
this county, March 17, 1851, and acquired a
common school education in his native township.
From early boyhood he had to assist hi~ father
in the work of the farm, and he also lrarnt>cl
the trade of a carpenter, dur-in~ his acti,·e life
alternately farming and workin$! at his trade.
In 1882 he was appointed a local pr('acher of
tbe Methodist Church. He has taken an acti\'e
part in the welfare of MersN~ township. In 1892
he was elected councillor for the township of
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.M:ersea, and served for two years; in 1894 he
was elected deputy reeve, in 1895 and 1896 was
reeve, and in 1897 was elected district representative to the county council of the County of
Essex, on the Conservative ticket. He is an estimable citizen, and is one of the most highly respected men of his community.
On Jan. 1, 1871, Mr. Scratch was married,
in Gosfield township, to Eliza Jane Jeffery, who
was born in the County of Halton, Ont., Jan. 1,
1850, daughter of George and Mary Ann (~fc
Guffins), and they have had children as follows :
Eugene S., born Oct. 14, 1871, married Sarah
Gulliver, daughter of Joseph Gulliver, on March
13, 1893, and their children are Bernice, Clement,
Clifford and Beatrice. Alfred Salonis, born
May 28, 1813, married Lettie Jane Reid July 28,
1885, and they have had three children, Erie,
May and Clare. Harrison Perry, born July 26,
1875, married Carrie Shelston, and they have one
son, Addison. Acle Carman, born July 10, 1877,
married Edith Calder April 18, 1903, and they
have one daughter, Etta Delma. Elsie Lena,
born Sept. 25, 1879, married John T. Crossley
May 9, 1895, and has .two children, Wilhelmina
and Sabina. Edith was born l\fay 3, 1882; Orla
Lillian, June 5, 1884; Eldis Elden, Dec. 18, 1886;
Ettie Jane, May 19, 1889.
GEORGE JEFFERY, Mrs. Scratch's father, was
born in Nova Scotia and was married in Ontario
to Mary Ann McGuffins. They were early pioneers of Mersea township. He was a shoemaker
by trade, and also followed farming. He died
on his farm in Mersea township in 1876, and
Mrs. Jeffery, who long survived him, passed away
in Michigan in 1891. To their union were born
the following pamed children : John was killed
on a street car in Detroit, of which he was conductor; James is a fanner in Blenheim, Ont.;
George, now a resident of Leamington, served in
the United States Rebellion; Malinda first married John Van Buskirk, and after his death be·Came the wife of William Peterson, and she now
resides in Ionia County, Michigan; Mary married
'f'homas Wilkinson, a farmer of Mersea; Eliza
Jane is the wife of Edgerton Scratch; Rev.
Alfred, a minister of the Disciples Church, is
a farmer in Michigan ; Isaac, of Walkerville,
Ont., is engaged in the livery business; Maggie,
of Milwaukee, Wis., married Thomas Stewart;
·wellington is in the hotel business in Michigan.
JOHN MAcDOUGALL, who, as mayor of
the towri of Essex, has given an honest and able

administration of public affairs, is successfully
engaged in business there as liveryman, blacksmith and carriage builder. He was born in the
County of Hants, Nova Scotia, July 13, 1851,
son of John and Margaret (McHardie) MacDougall, both of whom were born in Scotland,
and came to Nova Scotia at an early day.
John MacDougall came with his father, Donald MacDougall, to the County of Rants, Nova
Scotia, where he married and engaged in farming. Prior to his marriage he engaged in shipbuilding. His death occurred on the old Donald
MacDougall homestead in February, 1900, when
he had attained the remarkable age of ninetyone years; his wife died Feb. 18, 1890, aged six:ty-nine years. 'l'hey ·were both members of the
Presbyterian Church, and descended from the
founders of the old Highland-Scotch Presbyterian Church. Nine of their children grew to maturity: Donald is living on the old homestead,
unmarried; Janet, born in Nova Scotia, married
John Saunders, a leading business man of San
Francisco, and has no children ; Margaret, born
in Nova Scotia, married Andrew Lamphier, of
Halifax, and has no children; Evan, born in
1849, became a seafaring man in young manhood, but has not been heard of for a number of
years; James, born in 1856, is -q.nmarried and is
a blacksmith of Detroit; Elizabeth, born in Nova
Scotia, married William Powell, of Nova Scotia,
and has no children; Mary J., born in 1860, is
unmarried; and lives at the old home; Dougal,
born in 1862, died unmarried in Oregon, where
he worked as a miner and prospector; John is
our subject.
John MacDougall was reared at the old homestead in Nova Scotia, where he received a fair
education. .W hen a young man he learned the
trade of blacksmith, and in 1870 went to Boston,
Massachusetts, where he remained five years. In
1875 he worked in Pittsburg at his trade, continuing there only one year, when he moved to
Chicago, and after a time removed to Canada,
settling down at his trade in Wheatley. There
he lived until 1877, when he purchased real
estate in Essex, and has continued at blacksmithing to the present day. 'When he first came to
Essex Mr. MacDougall commenced the building
of carriages and wagons, in which he also dealS
extensively, and operates a livery and sales stable
in conjunction with his other lines of business,
he having founded the latter in 1890. He has
gradually increased his various enterprises, until
he is one of the leading dealers in the County of
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Essex. When first wedded Mr. MacDougall
started in life in Wheatley, but later came toEssex, where he has erected a fine home on Nelson
avenue.
In 1876 Mr. MacDougall married Miss Laura
Jane Julien, who was born in the County of Essex in 1857, daughter of J acob and Julian
(Fox) Julien. Four children, now living; have
blessed this union: Maggie, born in 1878, is at
home and acting as bookkeeper for her father;
Bessie is now living in Michigan; J obn works in
his father's carriage factory as foreman ; Archie, born in 1892, is a student in the Essex
schools.
Politically Mr. MacDougall is a Liberal, and
he has served most ably as a member of the council for the past ten years, and is at present a
member of the council and mayor of Essex. He
has filled the office of county reeve for five yeal's,
was deputy reeve and a member of the county
council for many years, and has always been
very prominent in party matters. His good judgment and superior business ability make him an
ideal public servant, and he never fails to give
satisfaction to his constituents. I n the!r religious affiliation Mr. MacDougall and his family
are members of the l\fethodist Church, and are
extremely active in church work. l!"raternally
:Mr. l\facDougall is a member of Masonic Lodge,
No. 402, of Essex; he has been an Odd Fellow for
the past twenty-five years, and he also belongs to
the Maccabees. He is one of the leading business
men of Essex, although be started out in life
with but little capital, having been enabled to
attain his present prominent and responsible position by his industry, enterprise and thrift.
Jacob Julien, father of .Mrs. MacDougall, was
born in the County of Kent, of Pennsylvania ancestry.
By occupation he was a farmer, but
later ·in life he operated a hotel in Wheatley for
thirteen years, and he was also postmaster and
a sch,ool trustee there, being very active in public affairs. His death occurred in Wheatley ir
January, 1877, when he was fifty-three years of
age. His wife, Julian Fox, who was born in the
County of Essex: of German parentage, died
June 22, 1861, aged thirty-three.
They were
members of the Baptist Church. Their children
were: Mary A., who married Oliver Hyatt, a
farmer in the County of Essex; Henry, a farmer
in Dent County, Missouri; Christina, deceased,
who married Abraham Hyatt; Joseph, a farmer
at W'beatley; Daniel and J ohn, both deceased;
l1aura Jane, wife of John MacDougall; and
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Elizabeth, who married Edward Gibson, postmaster at Wheatley.
THOMAS FAIRBAIRN, in his lifetime one
of the leading farmers of the County of Essex,
was located on Lot 16, Concession 7, in Sandwich
South. lie was born in September, 1824, in
Edinburgh, Scotland, son of Robert and Ellen
(Milne) Fairbairn.
Both Robert li'airbairn and his wife were
natives of Scotland, from which country, in
1836, they emigrated to America, settling at
Detroit, where the father followed his trade of
carpenter. Later they moved to Windsor, and
in a few years settled on farm land in Sandwich
South. :Mr. Fairbairn's first purchase was wild
land, on which he erected a log cabin, and there
he lived almost secluded from the world, in a
wilderness to which few settlers had yet penetrated. He worked hard and for the times waxed
wealthy, becoming prominent in his locality on
account of his sterling- character, and because
he bad received better educational advantages
than many of the others of his later neighbors.
For many years he was justice of the p eace at
Sandwich, and was commonly known as Squire
Fairbairn. His death occurred in 1864. He was
married thrice, but his children were all born
to him by the first marriage, this wife, Ellen
Milne, dying in 1856. Their children were:
Thomas is mentioned below; Peter, born in 1826,
unmarried, resides with his brother Thomas;
Robert, born in 1829, died in 1840; Christiana,
the only daughter, born in 1831, died Sept. 10,
1895 (she married Nicholas Hurst, now also deceased, their children still residing on their old
homestead); John, born in 1834, and DOW l'<'Sident of Ola, South Dakota, married a Miss McDonald, of Canada, and they have two children,
Alexander and :Maggie; George, born in March,
1838, married Jane McDowell, of Maidstone, and
they settled in Sandwich South until 1903, when
be removed to the town of Essex, where be now
lives retired, and his children are John (of
Dakota), Robert and George (of Sandwich),
Peter (of Dakota), Thomas (of Sandwich
South), Jane (wife of J ames Kendrick, of Maidstone) and Grace.
Thomas Fairbairn obtained his early education in the schools of Edinburgh, and although
his attendance was limited to those of his district, they were very thorough, as is the custom
in that intellectual center, and as his memory
was excellent and his ambition great he became
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well informed. After coming to Canada he
worked at the carpenter's trade until his father
bought t he farm, when he dutifully assisted in
its clearing and cultivation.
In September, 1860, l\fr. Fairbairn married
Mary :Middlemiss, who was born June 16, 1841,
in Roxburghshire, Scotland, daughter of Walter
and Mary (Dods) Middlemiss, a prominent family which has been established in Canada since
1859. Mr. Middlemiss purchased the farm opposite to that of our subject, and there he and his
wife lived until advanced age, when they removed to the home of their daughter, where in
time they paid the debt of nature. 1\Ir. and
Mrs. Middlemiss were most estimable people,
sincere Christians, and valued members of the
Presbyterian Church. They had seven children
born to them as follows: Walter, born in Scotland, married, lived and died in Detroit, (he
left no family) ; Janet, born in Scotland, is t he
widow of William Ramsey, of Detroit, and has
one daughter, Agnes; William died young; Robert, born in Scotland, married Margaret Hyde,
of Woodstock, and they reside on Lake Superior,
where he is superintendent of large copper mines;
Margaret, born in Scotland, is the wife of Wiilliam Mitchell, a coal and wood dealer in Detroit,
and they have these children-Janet, Benjamin,
Walter, William, Agnes and George; Agnes,
born in Scotland, is the wife of Thomas Clancy,
who resides in Pittsburg, and bas had cbildren1\!ary, Maggie, John (deceased), Louisa, Annie,
William and Katie; Mary became Mrs. Fairbairn.
Mrs. Fairbairn was born in Scotland, and was
eighteen years old when she came to Canada.
She is a woman of culture and refinement.
Prior to their marriage, Mr. Fairbairn purcnased the present home farm, which with the
assistance of his sons be cleared up, and all of
the excellent improvements here were made either by him or his family. ·... His death took place
at the home which his industry had provided,
May 24, 1900, and be was sincerely mourned by
a large family, and by those with whom he bad
had business relations for years.
A family of eleven children was born to Mr. '
and Mrs. Fairbairn, as follows: Janet, John and,
Margaret died aged eleven, seven and four years,
respectively; Mary, born in 1861, for the past
fifteen years has been one of the most capable
salesladies in the great dry-goods house of Lord
& Taylor, New York City; Ellen, born in 18631
is t~e wife of John Banwell, of Sandwich, now

a farmer near Mackinac, Michigan, and they
have children-Thomas, Wallace, P earl, Charles,
Russell, Harley, Albert and Alfred; Miss Christiana is in New York; Robert, born io 1867, resides on his own farm in Sandwich; Walter,
born in 1868, married Edith Sanford, of Michigan, and they now reside in Alanson, that
State, where he is engaged in the hardware business (their children were Eva, Wayne, Clifford
and Lillian); Thomas, born in 1870, manages his
mother's farm; Peter, born in J uly, 1875, mar-.
ried Iva Moose, of Michigan, and they reside on
a farm in t hat State (they have one daughter,
Beatrice); Georgiana, born l\'larcb 19, 1882, was
educated in the school for deaf mutes, at Belleville, Ont., graduating there after an attendance of ten years, showing a wonderful cultivation, possessing not only a thorough knowledge
of all practical branches, but also of the a.ccom.
plishments, and she is, withal, of an extremely
lovable disposition.
In her early home in far-off Scotland Mrs.
Fairbairn united with the Presbyterian Church,
which her husband also attended, and to it he
liberally contributed. l\Ir. Fairbairn was no
ardent politician, but be was always interested
in the success of the Government party, and
voted for its men and measures. He was one
of the successful farmers of this locality, and
was a man whose word bore weight, being
noted for his honesty of speech as well as his
integrity of character. He represented the industry and thrift which makes an independent
man from the smallest beginnings, and in leaving a large family he also left an honorable
name.
RICHARD ALLEN, a prominent farmer of
lA>lchester North, located on his fine farm on
Concession 13, Lot 8, was born Jan. 23, 1843, at
Tonawanda, Erie County, New York.
Isaac and Rachel (Lacey) Allen, his parents,
located in Canada after their marriage and a
snort period spent in New York. Tbe father
was a native of Vermont. Martin and Benjamin
Allen still reside in New York, while another
brother, Charles, died at Ottawa, Canada.
Isaac Allen settled in County Monck as a lum.
berman and farmer. His wife died there at the
age of eighty-four years. Both were prominent
in religious work and were most highly respected
people. For many years Mr. Allen served as a
county councilman and he was an aetive supporter of the Conservative party. The children

I

r

I

•

j

J

l

I

COl\D1El\IORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

327

of Isaac Allen and his wife were eight in num- modl;'st first home he was obliged to cut down
ber: Samuel, born in New York, is a farmer considt>rable timber. It seems marvelous that
in County Monck; Martha A. married Jacob but so few years have interveneu since then to
Franklin, of County Haldimand; Ethranis is a
the present time, when Mr. Allen's surr oundings
farmer in Haldimand; Jeremiah, born in Can- are now consiuered. The land is all cleart>d and
ada, is a contractor and builder of Toronto; under profitable cultivation, fine stock roam over
Isaac is a resident of County IIaldimand; Re- his pastures, and commodious and suitable buildbecca married Abram Miller, and they live at ings show that this is a farm where thrift anJ
plenty reign. He is noted for his exccllt·ut
Burt, Michigan; Millard, born in 1846 in Canada, resides on the old homestead, and our sub- farming methous and is credited with owning
one of the most valuable properties in the
ject, Richard, is a resident of Colchester North.
Richard Allen was reared and educated in township.
Mr. and Mrs. Allen have had three children
County :Monck and there engaged in lumbering
and farming. In 1868 he married Elmira Fray- born to them, viz. : Cornelia died in childhood.
lick, who was born in Cambria, Canada, daugh- Annie F., born in January, 1884, is the wift> of
ter of Benjamin Fraylick, of one of the old Robert Shuel, and they reside on his farm in
families of that section. She died at her home in Anderdon township; they h'ave one son, Orvil 1''·
County Weiland, leaving two children, Monroe Bertha · M., born in November, 1889, has been
and Edward. The former married and settled well educated, and is the loving companion of
at St. Thomas, and has two daughters, Pearl and her parents in the old home. T he religious
btella. Edward is a farmer in Maidstone town- association of the family is with the Church of
ship; he married and has four children, Clara, England. Although he has never desired any
political notice, 1\lr. Allen has always been an
Clarence, Gerald and Florence E.
In 1878 Mr. Allen married (second) 1\Irs. active and interested supporter of the ConserMargaret Clark, who was born in 1851, in vative party. He is one of Colchester's gooJ
County Lincoln, Ont., daughter of James and citizens as well as one of its pioneer settlers.
Martha Tinlan, both of whom are now deccaseu, While working hard for the advancement of himold and esteemed residents of County Essex. self and family, he has never been blind to the
Mrs. Allen was educated at Port Dalhousie, best interests of the S('Ction and has done his full
County Lincoln, and in 1871 married 'l'homas duty in all public-spirited movements.
Clark, who was born in 1850, in England. They
settled at Port Dalhousie. H e was a sailor on
JOHN DOUGLASS, a well-known farmer
the Lakes and lost his life during a great storm and stock raiser, located on the Leamington side
He was survived by
on Lake Ontario.
road on Concession 11, is one of the highly r ehis widow and three children, namely: Thomas garded and representative citizens of ~Iersca
H., born in 1872, in County Lincoln, married township. Mr. Douglass was born June 8, 1839,
Ida Medow, of County Essex, and they now re- in Godmanchester, County Huntingdon, Qnebt>C,
side at Sault Ste. .l\farie ; they have one son, a son of Robert Douglass, who was born in
Cameron. John, born in 1875, has been lost sight County Derry, Ireland, son of John Douglac;s,
of, at last accounts being a lumberman in the and a brother of Benjamin Douglass, ruentionNl
forests of Minnesota. Martha, born in 1878, elsewhere.
married George Mulcaster, and they reside at
Robert Douglass was still young whl;'n he came
Walkerville, where he owns a fine livery busi- to Canada, to join his brother Benjamin, who
ness; the).: have two children, Karl and Russel. had settled in the Province of Qucbt'C some ypan
Mr. and Mrs. Allen settled in County Wei- previously. He purchased a farm of 100 acn>ll
land; where be was employed in getting out lum- in Godmanchester, near his brother, and settlc1l
ber and in work connected with the Weiland down to pioneer life. Here the yl;'ars of his most
Canal until 1880, when be removed with his worthy and useful life were spl;'nt, industriously
family to County Essex. H ere Mr. Allen in- and usefully, becomin~ a man who command<'<!
vested in fifty acres of wild land and settled the rN1pect of all who knew him. In politics h("
dO\VD to make a comfortable permanent home in 'was a Liberal. His r eligious connC'ction wns with
Colchester North. At that time and in this local- the Church of En~rlnnd. In Godmanl;'hi.'•Mr.
ity the forest growth was still so close and Quebec, he married ~Jartha ~JontC'ith , dnn~rht<'r
vigorous that before be could build even his of William Monteith, and they bad tb<'se chi!-

i

'

j

j

j

328

I
j '

..,1 .-,
.=
~

'

~
:j

'·

."

Oj

.,

I

L

i

li

I

il
-t.
!::

;

'

:
..,, ,.

.

:
'' ... :·"'

l

r.

.

i ..• •'

...
' ..

I

ll
,.

i'
l!

~.

,,~~ ~

I

t!

'il

i ;; .,1 '

:t
.., :~:
"'., ~f
~· !!~

..

~.

CmDIElllORATIVE BIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

dren born - to t hem : :Mary, deceased wife of honorary member of Staples Lodge, No. 617, of
George Dell; Margaret, still living on the old which he was one of the organizers and charter
homestead; John ; Matilda, deceased wife of members. He has served as deputy master of
Charles Hardy; Elizabeth, wife of Alexander the Lodge, and has been a delegate to both disKilpatrick; Ellen Jane, wife of George Duns- t rict and county lodges.
more; !Jouise, wife of Mathew B()yd; Sarah Ann,
wife of Robert Furey; and Benjamin, who reALFRED IIAIRSINE, one of the most popsides on the old ho1,nestead in Godmanchester. ular officials of Mersea township, whose courtesy
The mother also died on this farm, and was laid and general kindness of heart have won for him
to rest by her husband's side.
the respect and esteem of a large constituency,
John Douglass attended the schools in his has for ten years been. clerk of the township,
locality and assisted his father in operating the which position of trust he has filled with credit
farm until he was twenty years of age, when to himseli and with satisfaction to the general
he started out for himself. The first wages he public. He was born on the Hairsine homestead,
earned at farm labor amounted to $12 a month, Lot 231, Talbot street, in the township of 1\fer·
and after wor!dng two years and providently sea, Nov. 19, 1852.
saving his money, he was able to purchase a
Thomas Hairsine, father of Alfred, was born
tract of fifty acres of land near the horuestead. in Yorkshire, England, and was one of thirteen
He built a log cabin on his little farm and work- . childr·en born to Charles and 1\fary (Shipley)
ed he1·e four years, then sold out and removed Hairsine, both of whom were natives of York·
to Mersea township, County Essex. In 1876 he shire, England. They, with their family, came
settled on Concession 9, where he secured fifty to Canada in 1818, landing at Quebec after a
acres of wild land, which he improved for seven voyage of two months, and from that city they
years, and then also sold it to better his condition, came by water to the County of Essex, locatin~
moving then -to his present farm. This land is in l\Iersea township, where they drew a tract of
situated on Lot 7, Concession 11, a fertile tract 200 acres, Lot 231, in the CoL 'falbot grant. On
of forty-two acres. Here Mr. Douglass bas made this property the grandfather erected a log
many substantial improvements, and has added house. The country was a perfect wilderness
an additional fifty acres, in another part of the f or many miles, and wild animals were on every
township, which is under the management of his side. , The roads and bridges of to-day, as well
son. :Mr. Douglass is an excellent farmer, raises as the mode1·n means of transportation, were
some of the stock which has made County Essex all in the future. Amid such discouraging confamous, and has been very successful also in ditions these brave pioneers cleared up their
growing tobacco.
land, and lived honorable, upright lives, the
On Oct. 11, 1864, Mr. Douglass married Mar· grandfather attaining to the age of eighty-two
garet Douglass, daughter of Benjamin Douglass, years. In politics he was a Conservative, while
and they had a family of eight children born to in religious matters be was a member of the
them, namely: two babes who died in infancy; Church of England. Both he and his wife were
Frank and Martha, both at home ; William, a interred upon the farm.
farmer on the second farm, in the lOth ConcesThomas IIairsine, father of our subject,
sion, who married :Alberta Griffin; Eva E., who came to the County of Essex with his parents,
died at the age of twenty years; Ella, who died and settling in ~fersea township in 1818, spent
young; and 'Maggie, still at home. Mrs. ·Douglass the remainder of his life in that locality. At
is a lady of Christian character, and possesses that early day there were no public schools, and
all the amiable qualities which make her a de· his only educational advantages were those afvoted wife and beloved mother.
forded by a private school held during the winPolitically Mr. Douglass is stanch in his ter in a log house, where the seats were made of
support of the principles of the Conservative slabs, and everything was of the rudest descripparty. He has taken a deep interest in local tion. Settling upon the 200 acres of the homematters, and has willingly served on t he school stead, he made many improvements and was the
board at Staples, and has in every way pro~ pioneer in tobacco growing in the township. He
moted the welfare of the community, to the best led a useful, hard-working life, and until within
of his ability. lie is one of the prominent mem- a few days of his death, which occurred in 1896,
bers of the Loyal Orange Assoc~ation, being an when he was eighty-five years of age, he was ac-
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tively engaged in looking after his affairs. In
religious matters he was a consistent member of
the Methodist Church, while in politics he was a
Conservative. While he took a deep interest in
township affairs, he was not an office-seeker.
In :Mersea township, Aug. 1, 1836, Thomru;
Hairsine married Margerie Robson, born in Nor·
thumberland, England, daughter of Joseph Rob·
son, and sister of James R.obson, of Mersea township. l\Irs. Hairsine died on the homestead in
1901, aged eighty-eight years, firm in the faith
of the Methodist Church. These worthy people
were interred in Lake View cemetery. . Ten children were born to them, as follows: Charles died
at the age of seventeen; James died at the age of
six; J\lary died young; Joseph resides in the
Klondyke; J ane married E. B. Stewart, and resides at Detroit; Leonard resides in California;
Rebecca,. deceased, married Louis Wigle, mayot
of Leamington, Ont. ; Thomas M. is a farmer on
Talbot street, near the homestead; Alfred; Gowan operates a portion of the homestead.
Alfred Hairsine received his education in the
public schools of the township, and added to his
store of knowledge by additional study and extensive reading. He grew to manhood on the
homestead with his father, and when the latter
retired from farming, Alfred obtained 100 acres,
on which he erected a fine brick home, and made
other improvements. .He has been successfully
engaged in farming and stock growing, raising
tobacco and fruit, and is one of the substantial
men of the township.
In politics l\Ir. Hairsine is a stanch Conservative, and was honored by election to the township council. Following this he was made deputy
reeve, which gave him a seat in the county council. He then served for seven years as reeve of
the township, and in 1894, was made warden,
since which time he had been township clerk,
succeeding Niel Rolfson. Fraternally he is a
member of the I.O.F., of Wheatley. Although
not a member of any religious body, he attends
the services of the :Methodist Church, and en·
deavors to 'follow the teachings of the Golden
]:(.ule, being VEjry liberal in his ideas with regard
to such matters of conscience.
On Nov. 9, 1887, Mr. Hairsine married, in
Mersea to.,..'llship, Jennie Coulter, who was born
in Ireland, June 18, 1864.
She came to the
County of Essex in infancy with her parents,
William and Martha (Thompson) Coulter. Four
children have been born to this marriage: Mil·
ton, Mildred, Harry Leonard, and one who died
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in infancy. Mrs. Hairsine is a m~mber of t he
Methodist Church, and is a lady I of charJl?.ing
personality, greatly beloved by all who have the
pleasure o£ her acquaintance.
JOHN HALFORD, SR., one of the substantial and representative farmers of County Essex,
located on the Talbot Road, in Sandwich South,
was born in December, 1825, in County Meath,
Ireland, a son of John and Mary (O'Brien)
Halford, both of whom were natives of Ireland.
John Halford (1) came to Canada and settled in Sandwich South in 1825, the same year
our subject was born. The long voyage was made
on a sailing-vessel, by way of New York. They
settled on land donated by the government
through Col. Talbot, and here the father of our
subject lived and died, leaving children from
two marriages, those of the first being as follows :
Annie (deceased) born in Ireland, married
Michael Cavanaugh, who settled and died in
Maidstone township, leaving a family; Abraham,
born in Ireland, married Ellen Flynn, of Ireland, and they settled on land adjoining the old
homestead, where both he and his wife died, leaving a family which is scattered through Canada
and the States; James, born in I reland, settled
on land in Sandwich, and engaged both in farming and in a sa\vmill business for many years,
leaving also a family when he died; Thomas,
born in Sandwich South, was drc;rwned in young
manhood, in Michigan; Robert, born in Sandwich South, moved to Minnesota, where lhe married, and thence to Los Angeles, Ca~ifornia,
where he ·died, leaving a family of daughters i
:Mary (deceased), born in Ireland, married James
Redman, who settled in Detroit, where she died
in 1864, leaving a family of daughters; John is
mentioned oelow. The second marriage of Mr.
Halford was to Mrs. Catherine Flynn, who was
born in Ireland, and the two children of this
marriage were: Richard (deceased), ·and William, the latter living on the old homestead, with
a family.
John Halford (2), son of John, attended the
subscription schools in his boyhood, this being
long before the present admirable system of free
schools had been organized, and he grew to ·stalwart manhood on the old homestead, learning
the practical side of farming. In 1848 he married Ellen Barrett, who was born in 1830, in
Ireland, a daughter of Richard and Mary (Holihan) Barrett, pioneers of this township. Mr.
and Mrs. Halford settled on a farm adjoining
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his father's property, it being at that time still sota, and had two children, Madge and Charles;
wild and uncleared. He first built a log house she married (second) John Dunn, of Sandwich
in which he and his wife started housekeeping South, and they have two children, Llewellyn
in a very primitive way, but ere long the cabin and Bernadine. (10) Robert, born in 1869, bas
gave place to a large frame dwelling, in which always r emained on 'the old homestead. He
ne still resides, in the enjoyment of the peace married Lizzie McCloskey, born in 1873, in Sandand plenty which his industry has brought to wich South, and they r eside on the homestead,
serve his a.ge. With the assistance of his indus- which Robert ably manages. They have a famtrious sons he cleared off his land and has long ily of hearty, healthy children-Clotilde, Robert,
been regarded as one of the most successful Evangeline, Angela, Genevieve, John (4) and
farmers of his locality. Mr. Halford suffered Charles E. (11) Ada, born in 1870, is the wife
a severe bereavement in the death of his wife, of J ames McAuliffe, treasurer of the town of
wmch occurred in 1893. She was a woman of Sandwich South, and has one child, Patrick.
exemplary life, the possessor of amiable quali- (12) I rene, born in 1872, is the wife of Thomas
ties and Christian virtues. She was the loving Jobin, and they reside in Sandwich South, and
and attentive mother of fourteen children, two of have children, Aglee, Frank, Hilary and Leo.
whom died in infancy. The twelve survivors
Mr. Halford has always been a voter in the
are the following: ( 1) John, third of the family Liberal party, but he has never aspired to public
name, born in October, 1850, attended the best . office, although well qualified to perform official
schools the locality afforded, and remained at duties, being a man of capacity and of the hightne homestead until 1884. Then he purchased est integrity. With his most creditable family
a farm located on the south of his father's home- he belongs to the Catholic Church, which he has
stead, erected commodious buildings thereon and liberally supported. As one of the oldest pioneer
owns one of the best cultivated farms in Sand- settlers of this section, he is held in the highest
Wich South. Although he has never married, esteem. Although advancing years have silvered
he has kept up his own establishment and is one his head, they have not impaired his mental
of the leading and reliable men of the township. faculties, and, while still interested in all the
I n 1!)02 he was elected councillor of Sandwich happenings of the present day, with wonderful
South, and in 1903 was elected reeve, an office memory he can go back to the days of early
which he fills with the greatest efficiency, having pioneer life. His tales ~f the wilderness rival
been re-elected in 1904. :Mr. Halford is a Lib- those of romance and make the younger genereral in political sentiment. (2) Agnes, born in ation look with added respect on those who,
1852, married John Keane, of Chicago. (3) through their energy and industry, have so
Theresa, born in 1854, married Daniel Brazil, of encouraged the comfortable civilization of to-day.
South Sandwich, and they have these children- Mr. Halford is a man of genial presence and
Mary, Daniel, Carmel, Blanche, Monica, Nellie, sunshiny disposition, and his pleasant laugh, as
Celistine, Patrick and John. (4) Annie, born in he looks on the bright side of life, is infectious.
1857, the wife of Jerry Sullivan, lives in Sand- His advice bas long been sought by his neighbors
wich South. They have three daughters, Ethel, and his judgment has often urged measures
Nora and Vera. (5) I gnatius, born in 1859, mar- . which have healed their differences. Personally
ried Christine Rourke, and is engaged in a mer- he enjoys the respect as well as the aff~ction of
cantile business at Maidstone Cross, Sandwich his large family and the unive1·sal esteem of the
South. They have had five children, Margaret, neighborhood.
Burnadette, Frank, Agnes, and Gertrude, who
died in 1904. (6) Ellen, born in 1861, is unREMI MONFORTON, one of . the publicmarried and at home. (7) Maggie, born in 1863, spirited citizens and successful larmers of the
after serving as a teacher for some years at Mt. County of Essex, located in Sandwich West, on
Hope, London, is now :Mother Vincent at the Lots 8 and 9, was born on the farm he now occuWalkerville Convent. (8) Matilda, born in 1866, pies, Feb. 22, 1852, son of William (2) and
was for some years a successful teacher in the Angeline (Gignac) :r.ronforton. The Monforton
schools of the County of Essex and is now :Mrs. family came from France originally, and for
Stephen· Ryan, of Chicago ; she has childrenfive generations have resided on the river in
Rena, Margaret, Robert H., Genevieve and Earle. Sandwich West.
(9) Julia, born in 1868, married (first) Charles
William Monforton, the grandfa~her of Remi,
Sexton, who was killed near Duluth, Minne- was a soldier in the war of 1812. He married
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Catherine Cabana, and their ehildren were: William (2) ; Frank, deceased; Henry,.' now a
wealthy ranchman of ]\fontana; Grigway, deceased; Noah, who emigrated to the. States in
young manhood; Catherine, deceased, wife of
Alexander Ouellette; Phoebe, deceasid, wife of
Alexander Beneteau ; Odeile, deceased, wife of
Esdras Ganisse; and Zoie, who marieu Ephraim
Charette, of Anderdon township.
William Monforton {2) was boru in Sa~d
wich West Oct. 22, 1819. H e settled bn the old
original homestead and spent his life in farming.
He was one of the founders of, and a large contributor to, the first Catholic Church at Amherstburg. Later, one was erected in the vicinity of
his own home, now known as St. Joseph's, and
to this he was also a liberal contributor. His
death took place at this home, in October, 1898.
He married Angeline Gignac, who was born
Feb. 25, 1819, daughter of John B. and Angeline
(Boufford) Gignac, of a pioneer family of Sandwich West, and of French ancestry. She died
in March, 1902.
Both were among the most
highly respected residents of this locality. They
left a family of six children, as follows: ( 1)
James, born in 1846, was educated in the district
schools, and now resides on his farm in Anderdon
township; ,he married Miss Selina Dumuchelle,
of Sandwich West, and bas a family of eight
children, Tancred, Adele, Azedella, Georgianna,
Alma, Leo, Wilfred and Edmore. (2) Balthilde,
born in 1848, married Hilaire Gignac, of Ander·
don township, and they have four children, Albert, Willis, Louisa and Erba. (3) Joseph,
born in 1850, resides on a farm in Sandwich
West ; he married Hannah Goyeau, of Sandwich
West, and has nine children, William, Frank,
Ulice, Beatrice, George, Armand, Edna, Corinne
and Thomas. (4) Remi was next in the order
of birth. (5) Peter, born in 1854, settled on a
part of: the old homestead, where he died Dec.
25, 1902; he married Delima Charette, who with
six !lhildren, Almeda, Alena, Blanche, Ernest,
Remond and Eaddy, survives. (6) Frapk, born
in 1856, resides on his farm in Anderdon township; he has been thrice married, his present wife
being a Miss Bezaire; his children are: Edmond,
Adolphe, Theophile, Louis, Clare, Paul, Eliza,
John and Evangeline.
Remi Monforton obtained his education. in
the district schools of Sandwich West, and later
became a student at the Sandwich College, where
he remained for three years. He then engaged
in farming on the old homestead, and had charge
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of the same prior to the death of his esteemed
father. Ilis father erected the old house which
still stands on the property, but our" subject built
a new one in 1877, a year after his marriage to
Miss Virginia Nadeau, who was born at Monroe.
Michigan, Feb. 24, 1858, daughter of IIelir~
Nadeau, who died in Sandwich West. ~Irs. Monforton was educated in the schools of Sandwich
West, where she grew to womanhood. Their
family of thirteen children, four of whom are
deceased, have all been born on the family homestead, a heritage cherished by them all. The surviving children are: Victorine, born in 1879;
Hedwidge, born in 1882; Eva, born in 1884;
Eliose, born in 1885; Edmond, born in 1887;
Carine, born in 1890; Adolphe, born in 1893;
Ovila, born in 1895; and Louise, born in 1897.
All of these have been given good educational
advantages, and make an unusually bright, intelligent and attractive family circle. Ernest,
kemond, Arthur and Maria are deceased.
Politically Mr. Monforton has always identified himself with the Liberal party, a political
faith in which he was reared by his father. He
has held the office of assessor for fourteen consecutive years, and he is also secretary and treasur~r of the school board of Sandwich West, a
position he has ably filled for the past twentyfour years. His prominence is recognized in the
locality on every public occasion, and he is justly
regarded as one of the township's representative
men. In religious life both our subject and his
wife are consistent members of the Catholic
Church, an organization with which the family
bas been prominently associated £or the past five
generations. 1\Ir. Monforton belongs to the
C.M.B.A.
There are four children in the sixth generation of the Montfortons in Sandwich West, and
they can look that far back to honorable ancestors. The family has consisted of men and women of solid worth and all bav~ contributed to
the progress and development of their section of
County Essex, and none in higher degree than
has the subject of this sketch, Remi Monforton.
ALEXAJ\'f])ER C. .ATKINSO,:o.J', town clerk
of Colchester North, and one o:f the prosperous
farmers of that locality, resides on his fine fann
in Lot 28, Malden Road, County of Essex. He
was born in the County of Durham, in December, 1862, son of Edwin A. and Ann J. (Cairnes)
Atkinson, old pioneers of Durham.
Edwin A. Atkinson was born in Ireland in
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1838. He came to Canada in 1860, settling as
a farmer in the County of Durham, where be
still resides. His wife, who was also a native of
I reland, died in June, 1903, aged sixty-five. The
following children were born to this worthy
couple: Alexander C. is mentioned belo'v;
Maggie, born in the County of Durham in 1864,
married Thomas Crawford, and has one son;
Elizabeth, born in 1866, married Alexander Hoskin, of Durham, and died leaving two children,
:b:dna and Delmar; Martha, born in 1868, married D. A. Brush, a resident of the Malden Road
in Colchester, and has no children; Charlotte,
born in 1870, married Herbel't Sisson, a farmer
of the County of Lambton, and they have no
family; Emily, born in 1873, married Frank
Johnston, of the County of Huron, and has one
daughter, Edith; Joseph, born in 1878, unmarried, resides at the old homestead in Durham;
1\Iabel, born in 1882, married a Mr. Kerr, and resides in Lindsay, Ont.
Alexander C. Atkinson received his early
education in the district schools of Durham,
and later took a course at Port Hope high school,
from which he was graduated in 1880. His first
work was that of teaching, and for three years
he was thus engaged in the schools of the County
of Durham. ·He then took a course in the Ot-.
tawa Normal School, and secured a second-class
certificate. In 1886 he came as a teacher to the
County of Essex, and taught for one year at
W oodsle.e. In 1887 he removed to Colchester
North and taught the Gesto school, teaching in
all some twelve years in the Colchester schools,
but in 1898 he retired from this profession.
On July 11, 1888, 1\Ir. Atkinson married Miss
Annie l\L Brush, born and reared at Malden,
County of Essex, daughter of Rudolph Brush,
one of the pioneers of Ontario, whose family
belonged to the United Empire J;oyalists, and
originated in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Atkinson's
people are residents of Colchester North. Three
children have come to Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson:
·Jennie, born in June, 1891; Vera A., born in
March, 1896; and Ruby, born in April, 1898.
I n 1889 Mr. Atkinson purchased his present
farm on the Malden Road, and has cleared up
the greater portion of it. He erected the pleasant home and all the other buildings, and now
has one of the most desirable farms in Colchester.
Starting out in life a poor boy, he has made
progress, and has gained the entire confidence
of his neighbors. Being a man of education and
unusual ability~ he is especially fitted to dis-

charge the duties of his important office, and the
future is very bright before him.
Politically Mr. Atkinson is an independent.
He was elected a member of the council, but
after serving five months resigned to accept the
position of town clerk, which he has held since
1897. Mr. Atkinson is also holding a threeyears' appointment 'as school trustee of Colchester North. The religious affiliations of Mr.
and Jl(rs. Atkinson are with the Methodist
Church. Fraternally he is a member of Court
Gesto, I ndependent Order of Foresters.
HYPOLITE MAILLOUX, a retired farmer
on the River Front, Sandwich East, was born
April 29, 1830, in Stony Point, Tilbury West,
County of Essex, Ont. His parents were Peter
and Tharaize (Janisse) Mailloux, pioneers of
Essex County, the former born in Windsor in
1790, while the latter was born in Sandwich West
in 1794. She came of very old French stock, and
members of this family were in the war of 1812.
Peter Mailloux was a son of J oseph and Moneque
(Draitre) Mailloux, who came from France at
a very early day, and J oseph was a Revolutionary soldier. He had a very large family, several
of whom settled along the Detroit and St. Clair
rivers. In this family there were seven sons, four
o£ whom were in the war of 1812. We have
mention of Joseph; Antoine, who died at the age
of eighty-six years; Louis, who lived to be eighty;
Charles, who lived to be seventy-seven; and
Peter, who died at the age of sixty-nine.
Peter Mailloux, the father of Hypolite, first
located on the river 'l'hames, where he remained
for a few years, and then removed to Tilbury
West, where he lived until 1835, at which time
he settled upon the old homestead of his father
in Windsor, the latter having died in 1832, leaving the mother alone. She died in 1839, and
Peter came into possession of the home for a few
years, after which Charles and Louis entered into possession of same. He was a very prosperous
man, buying land when prices were low and selling on a rising market, and at one time he owned
220 acres of as fine farming land as could be
found in the County of Essex. Peter Mailloux
and his wife had five sons: Francis settled in Til,:---...
bury township, and died there in 1900; he mar•
ried Felice Langlois, and left four childrenAlway, P eter, F elice and Chadotte. Clovis died
unmarried in 1864. Hypolite is mentioned below. Patrick, born in :I'ilbury in 1832, married
and settled in Tilbury township, where he still
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resides ; he married Miss Agnes Lesparence, of
Sandwich, and they have four children-Albert,
hsvenne, Edith and Minnie. Peter, born in
183± in Tilbury, settled for a time in Sandwich,
and subsequently engaged in buying and selling
land in Rochester township, County of E ssex,
where he still resides; he married Mary A. Louzon, and has five children, Barney, Louise, Ernest, Tharize and Anna.
Hypolite Mailloux grew to manhood at the
Sandwich homestead, and bad but a limited ed u.eation, there being no schools in the vicinity at
that time, but he has since added materially to
his store of knowledge by reading and close observation. On F eb. 20, 1855, he married Miss
Archange St. Louis, who was born in Sandwich
:East in J uue 1838, daughter of Peter and Victoria St. JJouis, old settlers of Sandwich East.
They were among the earliest settlers of the
county, 1\fr. St. IJouis ·farming a place adjoining
the one where Mr. Mailloux resides, and he died
there in 1842, aged sixty-five years; Mrs. St.
Louis survived until 1888, reaching the age of
eighty-six. They were Catholics in religious
faith. Archange, Mrs. Mailloux, was their only
child, but Mr. St. Louis had the followingnamed children by his first union with At··
change Mailloux : J oseph; Peter; Zoie, Mrs.
Charles T..10ngtaine; and Anna, who died unmarried, in young womanhood. The other members
of the fam ily are also deceased.
Mr. Mailloux took his bride to the handsome
brick house he had erected upon his property in
1853. This house was destroyed in 1\fay, 1897,
by a cyclone, as were his barns and outbuildings:
He had barely remedied this damage, when, in
1900, his barns, with their contents, were again
destroyed, but once more he rebuilt, and now haE
as fine a property as can be found in his section
He has prospered, and at one time owned 900
acres of fine farming land, which, with the exception of 100 acres which he sold, he has distributed among his children.
Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
1\lailloux, three of whom died young. Rose,
born in 1861, married J oseph St. Louis, resides
on a farm in Sandwich East, and has twelve
children, Oscar, Eva, Armand, Gaspard, Columbus, Lorette, Denice, Albenie, Ida, Violy, Dora
and Rufus. Alfred, born in 1863, married Edwige Janisse, of Sandwich, and settled on one
of his father's farms in Sandwich East, where
he died in July, 1900, leaving a wife and ten children, Remo, Lotta, Leda, Harry, Corinne (de-
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ceased), Wallie, Walter, Cecile, Alpha and Rosa;
they reside in Windsor. Ferdinand, born in
1865, married Anna Maddam, and lives on one
of the farms of his father near Tecumseh ; they
have four children, Alma, Edmond, Josie and
Fred. .Adolph, born in 1868, married Thresa
Lauzon, and settled on one of his father's farms
in Sandwich East; he has four children, Beatrice, Ellen, Ernest and Leo. Dolphine, born in
1869, married I sadore Gouin, a farmer of Sandwich East, and has four children, Clara, Emma,
Amedie and Dianna. Sophie, born in 1872,
married Henry Cecile, and resides on one of her ·
father's farms in Sandwich E ast; they have
four children, Alphonse, Vaudrile, Vallerie ·and
Orne. Minnie, born in 1874, married Lawrence
Parrin, of Sandwich, resides on a farm in Sandwich East, and has two children, Corinne and
Dora. Eugene, born July 14, 1878, married
1\Iiss Josephine Dougal, of Tecumseh, and they
reside on the farm with his parents; they have
three children, Teddy, Joseph and Clarence.
Politically 1\lr. 1\Iailloux has always been
identified with the Conservative party, and has
been a member of the township, county and district councils for over twenty-one years. He
was first township councillor, then deputy
reeve, reeve six years, and district councillor
for two years. He has also served as trustee
of the schools for many y ears. In every relation of life 1\fr. Mailloux has proven himself a
man of strict integrity, uprightness of living
and liigh purposes. His remarkable success is
due to his industry and thrift. His children,
who have grown up to be a credit to him, have
all been abundantly provided for, and are themselves prosperous and happy. The name of
Mailloux 1s one which is held in high esteem
throughout County Essex, while the worthy
man who is the head of the family is one who
has the entire confidence of his neighbors and
friends, and deserves all the success which he
has attained. All the family are members of
the Catholic Church, and Mr. Mailloux affiliates
with the C. M. B. A.
PETER FORD, a very prosperous farmer
of Leamington, County Essex, was born in Mersea township March 26, 1844, a son of George
and Rebecca (Wilkinson) Ford.
The Ford family . is of English extraction,
and George Ford was born in England, but came
to America in boyhood, settling with his parents
in Gosfield township, where his father engaged
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in agrieultural pursuits. When a young man
he removed to Mersea township, and engaged
in farming, but was aeeidentally killed by falling from a load of stone he was hauling on .Middle Bass Island, about 1861 or 1862. George
Ford was married in Mersea township, and the
children born of this union were : Theodore (deceased), married Clara Randall; Peter is mentioned below; Maria married William Getty, of
I..~eamington; Olive ( deeeased), married Mathew
Sheridan, and left one daughter, Lulu, and one
son, William, the latter residing in Detroit;
. Oliver (deceased), married Sarah Wright, also
deceased; William Leonard married Ann Gillespie, · and they reside at London, Ont.; Robert
married Eliza Lot, and they reside at Detroit;
Edith ~1arried Thomas Shuttlesworth, and they
reside at Detroit; Arvilla is deceased; Ida is
unmarried.
Mrs. Ford subsequently married George
Neville, and they had two children: Emily, who
resides at Detroit, and a son who died in infancy.
For her third husband Mrs. Neville married
George Powers, by whom she had no children.
She died in Mersea township.
Peter Ford was reared upon the farm and received a limited common school education, and
as soon as old enough took a position as clerk
in a store at Leamington, which he held for
twelve years, being a faithful employe for James
Evans. After leaving this gentleman he engaged in draying for eight years, and in 1898
purchased his present farm of eleven aCJ:es, on
which he bas since been engaged in farming
and fruit growing.
~fr. Ford has been twice married, his first
wife being Eliza Jane Wride, of l\Iersea township. Two children were born of this union:
l\fary Eli?.abeth, who died in childhood; and
Ernest, who married Grace Wilkinson and resides in :Uersea towpship. Mr. Ford married,
Nov. 4, 1885, Elizabeth Preston, daughter of
Richard and Aliee (Barron) Preston, and four
children have come to them: Albert J., born Aug.
15, 1886; Harry Seott, April 11, 1889; George
B., March 2, 1891 (died in childhood); and
Clarence, Aug. 7, 1893. Mr. Ford has adopted
the daughter of his sister, Lulu Sheridan, who
was born Aug. 16, 1881. The family life of the
Fords is delightful, and their pleasant home is
a favorite gathering place for their many friends.
Mrs. Ford was born in Nafferton, England, Jan.
6, 1851, came to Quebec in the steamer "AngloSaxon" when seven years of age, and was
brought by her parents to 'Mersea township.

l\'Ir. Ford is a member of Leamington Lodge,
No. 990, A. F. & A. M., and the A. 0. U. W.
Both liir. and Mrs. Ford are consistent members of the Methodist Church. I n political
views he is a Reformer.
JOliN B. MAYVILLE, of the 4th Concession, Lot 7, in Anderdon, is one of the substantial farmers of that township who have worked
their way up from small beginnings to positions
of prominence. l\Ir. Mayville was born on the
3rd Concession in Anderdon, Feb. 26, 1850, son of
James and Sophia (Jubenville) Mayville, one of
the prominent pioneer families of the County
of Essex.
James l\'layville was born on the River Canard, in Anderdon, in 1830, son of Isaac and Theresa Bell :Mayville, who came to Canada from
France and settled on the Canard river. During
the wat· of 1812 Isaac Mayville volunteered on
the American side, and was killed while in the
service. His widow married a man by the
name of Ruby and moved to Michigan. Isaac
Mayville left two sons, Isaac and James, of whom
Isaac died in Michigan, while James grew up in
the Beneteau family. lie had no chance to
secure an education, and started out when only
a boy to earn his own living, working for farmers until he earned the means to buy a bush
farm. In 1847 he married Miss Sophia Jubenville, who was born in Malden township in 1830,
and they settled on a farm located in the 5th
Concession and began their married life in a
little log cabin. Mr. Mayville cleared up and
developed his farm and there brought up his
family of fourteen children, thirteen ·Of whom
are· still living. Both parents died at the home,
the father in 1894 and the mother in 1898. They
were among the founders of the first church in
Anderdon, where they worshipped for many
years. (1) Catherine, the eldest of the children,
born in 1848, is the wife of Daniel Bartley, who
resides in Colchester North. By a previous marriage to Henry Long she is the mother of five
children, J ames, Albert, David, Dora and
Thomas, but she has no family by her present
union. (2) John B. is the eldest son. (3)
Archie, born in June, 1852, married Adelaid
Charette, of Anderdon; and they reside on a
farm in Colchester North. They have eight children, Remi, Richard, Acie, Mary, Eddie, Edna,
Rose and Telius. (4) Israel, born in 1854, married Julia Brothers, and lives on the river front
in Anderdon. His children are Maurice, Laura,
John, Ida, Lottie, Eddie, Louise, Rosie and an
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infant. (5) Sarah, born in 1856, now deceased,
John B. l\layville and his wife first settled
was the wife of Alexander Boufford, who settled on his original purchase of twenty-five acres,
and died in :\Ialden township. They left one where they lived some six years in a little log
daughter, Annie. (6) Joseph, born in 1858, cabin. In 1882 he purchased fifty additional
married Miss Rose Ouillette, and they reside on acres of wild land, his present home, which he
the Ouillette farm on the river front in Ander- cleared up from the bush, and on which he has
don. 'l'hey have two daughters, Hattie and erected a good house and barn, with all other
Viola. (7) Thomas, born in 1860, married Miss necessary buildings, now having one of the fine
Maggie McCaffery, of Anderdon, where they re- farms of that section. To him and his wife
side on a farm. They have two sons, John and have come six children: Gordon, born in :\larch,
l<'rederick. (8) Daniel, born in 1862, l1as never 1882; Maud, in February, 1885; Leroy, in Sepmarried and resides in Anderdon. (9) Alexan- tember, 1888 ; Ada, in April, 1890; Flossie, in
der, born in 1864, married Miss Cecilia May- August, 1894; and Carrie, in l\fay, 1896.
ville, and resides on the old homestead. Their
l\Ir. Mayville and his wife are both members
two children are Clyde and Florence. (10) of the Church of :England. In his political yiews
James, born in 1877, has never married. (11) he is· naturally a supporter of the Conservative
Fredrick, born in 1879, married Miss Olive party, for both he and his father were prominent
Jubenville, of Anderdon, where they reside on wor·kers on that side. l\Ir. Mayville is one of the
the 5th Concession with their three children, school trustees and has served as such for seven
~Iyrtle, Pearl and Everett.
( 12) Maggie and years, while he was one of the founders of the
(13) Mary are twins. l\'Iaggie is the wife of present school, situated near his home. John B.
Patrick Paquette, who lives in Anderdon, and . Mayville and his worthy and estimable wife
has one daughter, Orelie. 1\Iary is the wife of are among the prominent and well-to-do pioneer
Cheffield Gemifield, who lives on the 6th Con- families of Anderdon and are highly respected
cession in Anderdon and has five children, Min- by all who enjoy their acquaintance.
nie, Elmer, Ernest, Herbert and Rosie.
John B. 1\Iayville grew up at the old homeFREDERICK T . .McGEE, a prominent farmstead, and was educated in the district schools er of Colchester Notth township, located on Malof Anderdon. He remained on the farm until den Road, Lot 24, County Essex, was born April
he was twenty-two years old, when he pur- 15, 1860, in Anderdon township, a son of Alexchased twenty-five acres of bush land on which ander and Ellen (Wright) MeGee, both memhe started life for himself as a farmer. In June, bers of pioneer families of this county.
1875, he married l\liss Caroline Long, who was
Alexander ~IcOee was born in 1828, at Amborn in Anderdon, July 10, 1856, the estimable herstburg, a son of William and Margaret
daughter of John and Lydia (IIiekmott) Long. :McGee, who came to Amherstburg, from the
John Long and his wife were both born at town of Belfast, County Antl'im, Ireland, at a
Kemptville, Lower Canada, the former in May, very early day. William l\IcGee built a mill
1823, the latter in 1831. John Long came to there and died in l\Ialden township, on the farm
Anderdon, with his father, William Long, among now occupied by Alexander !IIcGee. The three
the early settlers. In his time he served as mag- sons of William l\leGee still surviving are:
istrate of Anderdon and was a prominent Odd George, of County Lambton; Samuel, police
Fellow for many years. He died at the old Long magistrate at Amherstburg; and Alexander, the
homestead in 1882. His wife is ~till living in father of our· subject. Alexander l\IcGee marJ.<;ssex. They had children as follows: (1) Wil- ried Ellen Wright, who -was born in 1834, in
liam Long died in the Rocky mountains, where Malden township, daughter of the late Henry
he ·was working on the Pacific railroad; he left Wright, and died in 1872, leaving nine children:
a wife and three children, who live in Wind<>or. William, born in 1851, is now a resident of
(2) Charles married and lives in Brandon, :Mani- the United States. Alexander E., born in 1853,
toba. ( 3) Christina is the wid,ow of John in Anderdon township, is a farmer in 1\[alden
Hoskin, of Missouri. ( 4) Caroline, the wife of township; he married Annie Atkin, daughter
J ohn B. !IIayville, was educated in Anderdon. of Gore Atkin, and they have children-Allen,
· (5) Emily is the wife of William McCaffrey, Arthur, J ohn, Maggie, Mary, Luey and Thomas.
or Essex. (6) Edward lives in Anderdon and Annie,· born in 1856, married George Atkin, no'v
has a family. (7) Morley, of Manitoba, is of Detroit, and they have children-Charles,
J..·rank, Horace, Robert, Mark, Ethel, Grace and
unmarried.

I
I

hr

..
,.

'.

!.

;
1: .

..

-----~
~-·------------------------···~- ~

SF

-

336

..
i

. I

i'

r.
\

.
)

'

'

'I )

I

I

•

•

'

'

•

..

•

l

~.

•

..

F
\

CO:\fMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Hannah. Frederick T. is mentioned below. Harriet, born in 1861, married Thomas Graveline,
of .Amherstburg. Ellen, born in 1862, is the
wife of Robert Atkin, of .Malden township, and
bas ebildren-~1aurice, Fred, Kate, Walter, Ina,
and Annie. Amanda, born in 1864., in 1\Ialden,
is the wife of Clarence Wright, of Colchester
South. Walter, born in 1866, is unmarried, and
is a superintendent of the delivery business of
James l\1cCt·eary & Sons, of New York City.
Albert, born in 1869, married Katie Sellers,
daughter of Robert Sellers, of Malden township,
and they reside on a part of his father's farm ;
they have three children, Norma ana Earl and
Pearl, twins.
Frederick 'r. l\IcGee received his education
in the district schools and assisted on the home
farm until he had attained manhood. In November, 1881, he married l\Iiss Sarah Bratt, who
was born Oct. 24, 1859, in Colchester South,
daughter of George and Sarah Bratt, of 1\'Ialden
township, where the latter died. After their marriage Mr. and l\Trs. McGee settled first on his
farm in Malden, which be continued to improve
until 1889, when he sold it advantageously and
purcha.~d the Robert Hamilton farm, on Malden
Road. He hac; cleared a large portion of this
place and has put it under cultivation, and hac;
erected commodious and comfortable buildings
and made many other improvements. A family
of seven children has been born to Mr. and
Mrs. McGee, two of whom have passed away,
but the following survive: Barbara E., born
Dec. 30, 1885, a student of the Essex high
school; :Martha E ., born in October, 1887; Ida
n., born July 26, 1889; Mina l\1., born June 19,
1893; and Sarah W., born May 11, 1899. Sarah
E., born in 1882, died Jan. 9, 1884, and Gordon
D., born in 1884, died in 1886.
:\Ir. and Mrs. 1\IcGee and their children belong to the Methodist Church at Gesto, where
he has been a member of the board of stewards
of the church for a year. Of this religious body
his parents and grandparents were also consistent
members, all gocd, worthy, exemplary people.
Politically he and his father have always been
followers of the Reform party. For four years
he has served as school trustee, and is at present
a member of the board. He is also a member of
Enterprise Lodge, No. 218, I . 0. 0. F., of Essex.
It is always interesting to trace the career
of a successful man from a boyhood which called
out the best and most manly qualities. Like
many others, Mr. McGee wac; reared in a family

where circumstances were limited at the time,
and he was thrown upon his own resources wheu
he approached manhood. His success hac; thus
been the result of his own endeavors and excites
admiration and respect. In his public life he is
known to be honorable and upright, always working for the best intel'ests of the community. In
the domestic circle and in his church associations
he is pl'ized for many most admirable traits of
charactet·.
WILLIAl\I l\1ILLEN, reeve and farmer o:f
Gosfield North, in the 9th Concession, Lot 13,
is of English birth, but belongs to a family
largely represented in the County of Essex, and
one of whose members are uniformly prominent
in their several localities. Mr. Millen was born
in Westwell parish, County of Kent, England,
June 25, 1836, son of John and Jane (Foster)
Millen.
John Millen wac; born July 11, 1808, in the
County of Kent, England, where his parents,
'l'homas and Ann (Godfrey) :\Iillen, lived and
died, he and his forefathers having lived on the
same estate more than two hundred yeat·s a.c;
.farmers. ::\Irs. Jane (Foster) Millen was born
Aug. 13, 1814, in the same place, and belonged to
an old English family. John l\fillen came to
Canada in 1849, with his wife and eight children, reaching Hamilton in June. He settled
near the village of Stony Creek, on a farm in
the township of Saltfleet, County of Wentworth,
where be remained till 1861, in that year removing- to the County of Essex and settling in Gosficld, where the rest of his life was passed.
He died in January, 1888. His first wife dying
in 1854, while they were living in the township
of Saltfleet, near Hamilton, he subsequently
married Miss Sarah Canada, of Saltfleet, by
whom he had two daughters, Jane and Catherine,
both of whom died young, in the County of Essex, and one son, Francis B., now living on the
family l10mestead. Mrs. Sarah Millen died in
1899, eleven years after her husband's death.
By his first wife, Jane (Foster), John Millen had
eleven children, of whom (1) William wac; the
eldest. (2) Elizabeth, born in 1838, is the deceased wife of E. Gammon, of Plympton township, County of Lambton, by whom she had one
daughter, Louisa, now Mrs. Richard Avery, of
Gosfield. (3) Thomas, born in 1839, lives in
Gosfield North, with his wife and family. He
is mentioned elsewliere. (4) Ann, born in 1842,
is the wife of George Gammon, of Aldborough~
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County of Elgin, and has a family of ten children. (5) John, born in 1 43, ma1·ried and settled ncar Hamilton, where he died in 1902,
leaving a wife and seven children. (6)
l<ichard, born in 1845, is unmarried
and lh·es at Saltflect, Ontario, where he is a
prosperous manufacturer. (7) Stephen, born
in 1846, married ~!iss Louisa Hepburn, of Yarmouth, County of Elgin, lived on his home place
in Gosfield, and died there in 1901, lea,·ing fonr
children. (8) Samuel and (9) J ames died
young. (10) 'George, born in 18-19, married Caroline havon, and has one son, James. He settled
at Saltfleet, where he is a prominent citizen and
farmer, at present serving as county councillor,
and he previously served as reeve. (11) Isaac,
born in Canada in 1852, married l\Jiss };ouisa
Ileaycock, of Oosficld, and lives on a farm in
Gosficld North, with a family of five children.
William Millen went to Gosfield in January,
1861, bought wild land of the Canada Company,
and settled down on it in a log cabin, while his
father joined him during the first year
t nere and bought land adjacent. His present
commodious brick house was built in 1876, and a
year earlier than this he put up his large barn;
all other needful structures have been erected,
and the place has been improved till it is now
one of the finest farm<> in that part of the county. The log cabin which 1\Tr. Millen first built
is stili standing and is well preserYcd, being
used as a workshop. lie was obliged to make a
clearing for it, and it was the first house to be
built on the ea~t side of the road, between Cottam and the town line. At that time gAme was
very thick in this region.
I n political principles 1\lr. l\1illcn has always
upheld the old Conservative party, anu has been
elected to several offices, ser ving as councillor
from 1874 for Old Gosfield for years; he also
filled the office of assessor for two years for the
same township, and was councillor and assessor
off and on for both the old and new townships
of Gosfield. lie and his family are of the Methodist faith, and were of the founders of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Gosfield in their
settlement. Mr. Millen is unusually well versed
in B iblical history, having always been a careful
B ible student. He is a man of culture and education, fond of history in general, and thoroughly posted on all local subjects. He is a citizen
of exemplary character, public-spirited in the
fullest sense of the word, and his long life of
22
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inclustry, integrity and usefulness may well be
marked as worthy of imitation.
1\Ir. :'llillcn was married ~farch 2, 1858, while
living in Saltfleet, to ~Iiss Rachel C. Lambier,
who was bo1·n in Saltfleet, July 4, 184:2, daughter of Jam<>s and Hho<la (Pettit) Lambier, of
:;\Iontt•enl, OJ•ig-inally. On her mother's side l\It-s.
Millen is r('latcd to lhe Pcttits, n. United Empire
Loyalist famiiy from the States. ~fr. and Mrs.
:JJillen have only one son, J ohn F., born J an. 5,
1$64, in the little log house his father put up
first. This son was sent to H amilton to be educated, was graduated from the Hamilton high
school and a business college, and returned to
Gosfield Kotth to mAke his home. After farmin~ until 1002, he removed to Sandwich, Ont.,
where he has remained. He has been quite successful in public affairs, having served as township councillor, deputy reen, and county councillor five years; and in June, 1902, he was elected county clerk, continuing since in t!lat capacity. When a. young man he was elected township
auditor, resigning that office to become township
conncillor, nnu he resigned that of county councillor in order to accept his present incumbency.
On Sept. 16, 1888, in Essex, Ont., he married
l\h ss Sadie Morris, and is the father of five children, William Arthur, Harry (deceased), Edith,
James and Carrie. John F. Millen no'v resides
in Sandwich, and holds a place of high esteem.
among his fellows, for he has inherited the many
traits of his family, and is a fine man and a good
citizen.
n£CIIA UD GIGNAC, a highly esteemed and
w<>ll-known farmer of Sandwich West, County
of E ssex. was born ~Jarch 7, 1825, on the old
Gignac farm in Sandwich West. Ilis parents
were Thomas And Julia (llaubien) Gignac, the
former born in 1785, the latter in 1789. J ean
Oi~tnac, the founder of the family and grandfather of Richard, was born in Quebec, and came
to Sandwich as early as 1776.
During the war of 1812 we find that 'l'homas
and Joseph Gignac were true and loyal soldiers,
and served as volunteers during the whole campaign. Thomas was present ·at the taking of
Detroit, a.t the battle of the Raisin river a.nd at
1\Tanmee. After the war was over and peace
restored he returned to his old home in Sandwich
and lived there, in the old homestead, until his
death, in 1868. lie had six sons a.nd two daughters: Henriette, who married Antoine Meloche
and died without issue; Claire, who married
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Hubert Renaud; Thomas (1 ) who died
in boyhood; George, born in 1820, who married and settled on the old homestead, and was
killed on the railroad in 1882; Richard; Jacques,
born · in 1822, married and residing with his
family in Anderdon township; Nil, born in 1829,
residing with his family in Sandwich West, near
his father's old home; and Eli, born in 1832,
who is a wealthy real-estate dealer in Wayne
county, ~Iichigan, where he resides with his
family.
Richard Gignac was the fifth member of this
old family. He received a fair education in the
French language in a local school taught by a
French officer, who had served under the great
Napoleon. This officer was the first teacher in
t his section of the county. Soon Mr. Gignac
became interested in learning the English language and was anxious. to perfect himself in
it. ..At the age of seventeen he learned the
blacksmith trade and followed the same in the
::State of Ohio and spent some years in Pennsylvania and New York. He also worked in
Toronto, IIamilton and Niagara, and was thus
enabled to visit a good deal of the country,
acquiring at the same tiine much valuable information, as well as a ready knowledge of the
English language. In 1850 he returned to Sand\\'!Ch West and followed his trade until 1877,
when he turned his attention to farming, having
purchased property on the River· Road in Sand\vich West. Here Mr. Gignac has resided ever
since, accumulating means in the pursuit of his
peaceful avocation and becoming highly esteemed in his neighborhood as a useful citizen and a
man of upright character.
In 1854 Richard Gignac 'vas united in marriage to :Marie Durocher, the only child of
Michael Durocher and Angeline Cloutier, one
of the old pioneer families of this section. A
family of twel \'e children was born of this union,
nine of whom survive: (1) 1\fary A. is the wife
of John Pageau, of Windsor, and mother of Rev.
E. Pageau, C. S. B., of Houston, Texas, and
Sister John Avila, of the Order of the Holy
Names, of Sarnia. (2) Eugenie married Joseph
Jolly, of Sandwich West. (3) Louise is the
widow of Dr. Alfr~d B~netMu, of Detroit, Michigan. (4) Hedwidge was educated in the Windsor high school and was for several years one
of the successful teachers of the county; she is
now the wife of Henry Marentette, one of the
leading farmers of the township. (5) Claire is
a member of· the Order of the Holy Names and

at present Mother Superior of St. Mary's Convent, of Chicago, Illinois. (6) Rev. Thomas F .,
born in 1868, obtained his early education in
the common schools. Later he entered Assumption College, at Sandwich, where he was gradnated in 1892 with high honors in French, English and Latin. He subsequently studied theology in Toronto, was ordained priest in 1898,
and has for several years been connected with
Assumption College and St. Michael's College,
'f oronto, as professor of classics. (7) Hattie is
the wife of Alberic Chaput, formerly proprietor
of the "Sunnyside Hotel," and a prominent
young man in this locality. (8) Hortense .married ·George Joly, of Detroit. (9) Ameda, the
youngest, is a graduate of Assumption College,
and is at the old homestead taking care of his
aged parents.
Politically Mr. Gignac has always been a
Conservative, and Qn account of his high standing in the community he has been called upon
to fill many offices. Besides being judge of the
peace, he was for three years reeve of Sandwich
··west, was assessor for thirty years, twelve years
township councillor and several years one of the
school trustees.
·
With his whole family he belongs to the
Catholic Church, wherein he has always proved
himself a devoted and liberal member. Few
citizens stand higher in public .esteem than does
Richard Gignac ; he can look back over a wellspent life, and besides being the head o:f an
affectionate and respectable family he is a citizen
whose privat e life and public career reflect nothing but honor upon him. ·
J A:\-IES McCRACKEN, a well-known farmer
and stockman of l\fersea to\vnship, County of
Essex, and for many ·years a lumber manufacturer of this county, was born near the city of
Ottawa, Ont., l\fay 4, 1845. The family is of
Irish descent, Thomas McCracken, the father of
our subject, being a native of the Emerald Isle,
where he grew to manhood, and married J ane
Weir.
·
After the birth of their second child, Thomas
and Jane 1\feCracken left Ireland and emigrated
to Canada, settling near Ottawa, where he engaged in farming. Later he moved his family
to the County of Oxford, where he also farmed,
and when the Great Western railroad was commenced, he worked on the section between Woodstock and Paris. Still later, he removed to Grey,
where he settled on a farm, and continued to
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operate it during his active life. He lived to
be eighty-four years of age, and died at !Ianover, Ont., in December, 1896, and is there buried. His widow survives, living at Hanover,
aged eighty-five years. While he was a member
of the Church of E:ngland, his widow is a
Methodist. In politics 'l'homas :McCracken was
always a Conservative. The children born this
worthy couple were: William, deceased; Mary,
deceased; J oseph, a well-kno·wn lumberman of
Arkansas; James ; Sarah, married to Henry
(.;arder, of Gosfield township; Eliza, deceased;
J ohn, of Pennsylvania; Thomas; Selena, married
to John Duttot, and three who died in infancy
James McCracken removed with his parents
to· t he County of Grey, Ont., where he attended
school, but as the county was but sparsely settled
his educational advantages were limited. Until
he was twenty-two years of age, he continued
with his father, but then started out in life for
himself, coming to the County of Essex, and
locating in 1\'lersea township, where he engaged
in cutting timber. Later he settled down on a
farm, on the 5th Concession, Lot 10, on a tract
of fifty acres, which he farmed until 1886. He
then removed to his present farm on the township line, a tract of 128 acres, Lot 12. He also
bought a tract of 100 acres in Tilbury West,
which he operates. For several years he owned
and operated in Mersea township, a lumber mill,
and in 1886, when he· removed to the township
line, he erected a. large saw and stave mill, moving his plant from the 2nd Concession· of Mersea
township, to the line between Mersea and Tilbury West. This plant is a very extensive one,
and was erected at a cost of. $3,500, and there he
became largely engaged in the manufacture of
lumber and staves. In 1898 he lost his mill and
contents through fire, sustaining a loss of $1,600.
Since then he has devoted his energies toward
farming. He grows tobacco and grain, and
makes a specialty of stock rasing, his stl'ai.ns being among the best in the county. He is a man
of enterprise, possessed of progressive ideas, and
he takes a deep interest in the development and
improvement of the county. Like many other
successful men, he started out in life a poor
boy, bt~t through industry, ability and thrift, he
has succeeded in placing himself among 'the leading men of his locality. Mr. McCracken claims
that a goodly share of the credit, however, is due
to the efforts of his wife, who has ever assisted
in every way possible. Success has ·not changed
the kindly nature of either of them, and they
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still follow the teachings of the Golden Rule, winning many warm friends by their generosity in
cheerful words and charitable deeds.
The first wife of Mr. McCracken was Annie
Wales, of Mersea township, who died, in 1872,
leaving one daughter, Amby Annie, who resides
at home. In 1876, he married at Kingsville,
Margaret Dresser, born in :Mersea township, a
sister of Mrs. Charles Minnis, a sketch of whom
is to be found elsewhere. ' :Mr. and Mrs. McCracken have had children as follows: Nettie
Belle, who died young; Mark, residing in the
State of Washington; Rose; Oscar, at home;
Alonzo, who died young; Alvin, at home; E dwin,
who died young; and Wesley, Earl and William,
all at home. These young people are all prominent in the social affairs of the township, and
stand very high in the esteem of the neighborhood. In politics Mr. McCracken is a stanch
Conservative, but his many duties and business
cares have prevented him from entering into
public Hfe, although he is so popular that he probably could secure almost any office within the
gift of his fellow townsmen. Fraternally he has
been affiliated with the A. F. & A. M., and has
taken an active part in the work of his lodge.
Taldng him as a whole, :Mr. McCracken is certainly as representative a man as can be found
among the prosperous and progressive farmers
of his section of the County of Essex.
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.ALEX ROCHELEAU is a farmer by occupation and owns the place known as the "John
Long farm,'' in the 5th Concession, Lot 2, Anderdon township.
The Rocheleau family have been inhabitants
of Canada since 1669, when the first one on this
side of the water came from France. They remained in the . eastern part, howeYer, till the
great-grandfather of Alex left Montreal and
became one of the pioneer settlers of Sandwich
West. There was born his son Joseph, who was
a soldier in the War of 1812 and helped build
the fort at Amherstburg. Joseph Rocheleau left
seven children, as follows : Frank; Joseph, '~ho
died in l\Iichigan; Antoine; Abraham; Victoria,
the wife of Antoine Renaud, of Sandwich; Enstine, who married Jubair Gubesec, and died in
Michigan; and Margarite, wife of Louis Drouilliard, of Michigan. None of the family is living.
Antoine Rooheleau was born in Sandwich
West in 1812. He married Pauline Drouilliard,
a native of the same place, born in 1814, whose
father, Seymour Drouilliard, died in 1837. An-
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a voyage of eleven weeks, they landed at the port
of New York, only the first part of the long
journey then being completed. By way of the
canal they reached Buffalo, thence to the County
of Essex across the lake, and located in Gosfiehl
township. There 1\Ir. Noble rented a tract of
200 acres, which he operated five years, and then
purchased 100 acres of wild land. On this tract
he hltilt a log house, and the family settled down
on their own property. 1\ir. Noble cleared up a fine
farm, disposing of the timber to advantage, and
placed his land under cultivation. When the
family first settled in this locality the country
was still almost a wilderness, there being few
roads and still fe,ver bridges, while to venture
far from home was to run a risk of meeting
with wolves and other wild creaturel3 of the forest. Mr. Noble lived to see the locality well ·
settled, and did his part in promoting the buildin"' of churches and schoolhouses, with other
ci;ilizing improvements, dying at the age of
ei.,.hty-four years. From the home he had founded~ his remains were carried to their last resting
place in Ruthven cemetery, South Gosfield township. He had always been a stanch supporter
of the Conservative party but would not consent
to hold office. His devoted wife, who had cheerfully borne her part in times of deprivation
and trial, died at the farm at the age of eightythree years, and was laid to rest in the .same
cemetery. Both she and husband were consistent
members of the Methodist Church, good, · Christian, self-respecting and most highly esteemed
people.
Benjamin Noble had thus the advantages of
careful parental training, although his early
educational opportunities were somewhat limited.
As soon as a little log building could be erected
for the purpose, a teacher was secured, usually
an ambitious youth of the locality who had but
little more preparation for his duties than had
his pupils, and here Benjamin, with the other
children of the settlement, went to school a few
months in the year. Until he was sixteen years
old, Mr. Noble assisted his father, but as the family was large, he concluded that he co'_lld be
spared, and at this age sta.rted out for h1mself.
Being industrious and of a pleasant appearance,
a slave to no bad habits, the lad soon found employment with a farmer in Gosfield township,
at a salary of eleven dollars a month. There
he remained three years, and then came to Mersea township and was employed by John B.
Shea, who was a lumberman. Mr. Noble wor~ed
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tnrec years for .Mr. Shea, cutting and squaring
timber, receiving $45 per month for his work.
His next business engagement was with the Ontario government, hewing timber for the erection
of a lighthouse. lie was thus employed three
more years, building a second lighthouse, the first
not having been erected by the contt·actor securely enough to stand the great storms.
~Ir. Noble then settled down to farming for
himself, in :Mersea township, buying a tract of
land in the south part of Concession 2, Lot 11,
consisting of fifty acres. At this time no roads
had been cut, as he was the first settler in the
section. He built his log house as did his father
before him, and with equal courage and perseverance began the clearing up of the farm
on which he has lived ever since. Many substantial improvements 'have been made by Mr.
Noble, one of these being the erection of a fine
stone wall all along the front of his farm, which
was completed in 1875. In 1902 he erected the
present handsome brick residence which occupies a commanding situation, and has made other
appropriate impro~ements which not only ad.d
to the attractiveness but to the value of h1s
property. 1\fr. Noble owns 330 acres of land,
all of which was once covered with a valuable
timber growth, the same after cutting being shipped to the east and other sections. It. has given
:Mr. Noble much pleasure to reward his sons
with farms of their own, and equally to compensate those engaged in other lines, for he has
been particularly blessed in his children and
family relations.
Until within a few years Mr. Noble led a
very active life, feeling able as late as 1897, to
join a party of his neighbors on a trip to the
Klondyke~ However, before real hardships met ·
the party, be was incapacitated by an attack of
the grip, which later became very ~erious, wi~h
complications resulting in a partial paralys1s.
While this is most distressing to one so fond of
an out-door life, one to whom the trees and wild
flowers continually call, it has not in any way
interfered with a most active and intelligent
mind. It is far better than any book of early
history to listen to 1\fr. Noble's reminiscences
of the early settlement of this prosperous locality.
Many of his tales of personal experiences are
very interesting, of one year which he spent
without wearing shoes, of the breaking through
· of roads, the fording of streams, and the climbing of t rees to escape hungry wild animals, lie
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has always favored the raising of the best kind
of cattle and horses, and has had large herds.
Mr. Noble is, like his father, a stanch Conservative, and has been called upon, on many
occasions, to accept local offices, serving as tax:
collector for three years, school trustee and
pound keeper. He is a valued and the oldest
member of the Loyal Orange Association of the
County of Essex, and for twenty years has served as treasurer of the l\Iersea body, No. 808.
In religious belief and observance, he is a member of the Church of England.
On Nov. 5, 1856, in Mersea township, Mr.
Noble married Miss Isabella Jackson, who was
born in l\Iersea April1, 1840, daughter of John
and Isabella (Robinson) Jackson, natives of England' who came to Mersea.. l\Irs. Noble has been
a true wife and helpmate, and for many years
faced the monotony, deprivations and drudgery
of early pioneer life, with a cheerfulness and
courage almost beyond belief. Like her husband,
she, too, belongs to the Church of England.
Twelve children were born to l\Ir. andl Mrs.
Noble, namely: Alvin, who died at the age of
sixteen years; Calvin, who died aged two and
a half years; Andrew, a farmer in Mersea township, who m;trried Clarinda Setherington, and
has four children, Maud, Ida B., Stanley and
Ross; John Jackson, who died young; Mary
Jane, wife of Lewis Hubert, of Leamington, and
mother of one son, John W.; Isaac, a resident
of Windsor, who married Cora Askins; Ephraim,
a farmer on the Broken Front, in Mersea, who
married Laura l\falott, and has two children,
Kina B. and Benjamin; Colin, a farmer in Mersea, who married Caroline Setherington, and has
three !!hildren, Clifford, Minto and Roy; Watson,
residing in Windsor, who married Lillie Malott;
Testemire, wife of James Wiper, and living on
an adjoining farm; J ohnson1 at home, who· marr ied Mary (Evans), widow of Frederick Coleback, who died in Denver, ·colorado; and one
that died in infancy, unnamed. Few men in
this part of the county are better known or
more highly esteemed than Mr. Noble. It is the
hope of his family and many friends that his
present physical ailments may pass away so that
· he may· again enjoy the beauties of Nature and
live the out-door life for which he so ardently
longs.
. FRANCIS W. SWEET is one of the pro·
gressive and public-spirited farmers of Colchester

~orth, Essex County, residing on Lot 23, South
Malden Road. He was born in Durham County,
Sept. 15, 1854, to Francis and Sarah (Colwell)
Sweet, who were both born in England, he in
Cornwall in January, 1827, and she in Devonslure, in September, 1829. Our subject is the
second son of this old pioneer famiily, of which
there were nine sons and two daughters. l-Ie was
educated in Durham in the primitive schools of
that period. Later on his parents removed to
Colchester North, and the boy worked upon his
father's farm helping to clear it off. On Nov.
20, 1877, he was united in marriage with Miss
Susan A. Thornton, by the Rev. Mr. Laycock, at
the Methodist parsonage in Essex. She was born
and reared in the Co1mty of Essex, a daughter
of Thomas and Almiria (Latam) Thornton, old
pioneers of Essex County. After his marriage
he purchased his present P.r operty on the bank
of the river Canard in Colchester North, and began life in the woods as a pionee1•, he having
to clear a place to build his house. Het·e he
cleared up his farm and erected excellent buildings, and has become one of the most successful
farmers of Essex County. In 1901 he purchased
the C. E. Weldon farm at Gesto, one of the finest farms in the township; here his father resides.
To :Mr. and Mrs. Sweet have been bom children as follows: Dallas D., born· Sept. 7, 1878,
manages his father's farm at Gesto; in 1\Iay,
1904, he married Miss Mable Creeper, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Creeper, of Gesto. Alice
A., born May 30, 1881, is unmarried and lives at
home; she is a dressmaker. Alma, born March
22, 1883, married Walter G. Quick, of Essex
County, and they reside on the Quick homestead
in Gesto. Forrest S. was born Feb. 10, 1886;
Francis A., Feb. 25, 1888; Florence A., March
28, 1890; Thornton J., Jan. 14, 1892; Eldred C.,
Aug. 15, 1895; William L., July 4, 1897; Delmere Le Roy, Aug. 31, 1898 (died June 6,
1901) ; Ida C., March 9, 1901; and Arthur A.,
July 20, 1903.

Politically Mr. Sweet is a member of the
Reform party. He bas been a school trustee for
three years. Fraternally Mr. Sweet is an Odd
Fellow, being connected with Ruthven Lodge; he
is also a member of the Woodmen of Essex,
and of the Independent Order of Foresters of
Gesto. The religious affiliations of · the family
are with the Methodist Church. The Sweet family is one of the best known in the township,
and its members are among the representative
farmers of this locality, all of them being good
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business men, good citizens, and men of substance
and responsibility.
On l\lay 6, 1890, our subject met with an
accident. Tie was up to his father's barn for
seed peas with the team, one of which was a
colt. His little girl Alice, coming home from
school, accidentally frightened the colt, and the
team started to run. He had just one sack on
the wagon, on which was a heavy rack. He made
a spring for the reins, but succeeded only in
getting the check rein of the off horse. lie stumbled and was thrown under the horses ' feet,
injuring an arm. The front wheel then struck
him on the chest, and the hind wheel caught
and jammed him against the stone bridge at
the stable, passing over the muscles above the
thigh joint. lie was carried into the house. The
little girl ran home frightened and told her
mother that her papa was hurt. The mother had
these words forem ost in her mind when she heard
this: "This is for the glory of God, and Frank's
conversion,'' for which she bad been praying.
No bones were broken, but the next day inflammation set in and afterward communicated itself
to his whole system. After some time he began
to feel better, and on the 4th of June attempted
to plant some corn. But this made him worse,
and that night be bad his first spasm caused
by internal injuries. Dr. Dewar, of Essex, was
called and he said, ''If the spasms keep coming
and communicate themselves with the spine he
cannot live. " He was also advised to see Dr.
I ngles, of Detroit, specialist on nervous affections, who told him the same as Dr. Dewar did,
and that no matter how favorable the circumstances he was to do no work for two years.
The spasms did keep coming, more or less frequently, all fali and winter. But his wife just
felt that he would not die unconverted and that
he would be healed by the Great Physician. On
April 4, 1901, he was taken worse. He suffered
the utmost agony. On April 8th his conversion,
which had been unsatisfactory. to himself before,
seemed assured, anq he felt resigner) to his sufferings. The next day was a dny of torture,
and when, about 6 p.m., a spasm left him, he
told his wife he could not live through another.
About 7 p.m. he felt he was passing away, so hi!
had the family gather in his room, bade them all
good-bye, and prepared himself for death. That
afternoon, unknown to his wife, he had prayed
to God, "If it be Thv will raise me to my nntnral
strength. But if it be Thy will to take me, take
me in sleep,' ' for he felt that he could not endure
another such pain. His wife now prayed exactly
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the same prayer. She and his brother James,
of Kingsville, prayed together vet·y earnestly.
He began to feel drowsy and thought the last
part of his prayer was being answered, and that
death was approaching. His wife and brother
prayed, "Oh, Lord, if ·it be Thy will raise him
now, Lord, now, now.' ' At the utterance of the
last ''now'' he felt unseen hands, one under his
right shoulder, the other over the left breast.
Instantly he was raised upright in bed, and he
felt as strong that moment as he ever had been.
Afterward he got up, dressed himself, and went
out (walking erect and without the use of a
cane, a position which was impossible before) to
call on the neighbors. lie has been perfectly
well ever since, praising God and working for
Him. Ile feels that be was brought from death
to life, and nothing but the power of God
through faith and prayer could have done it.
JULES ROBINET, merchant, brick worker
and wine manufacturer of Sandwich, is a native
of France, and traces his ancestry back to Joseph Robinet, his grandfather, who was a soldier
in the army of Napoleon and lived to the advanced age of ninety-four years. The maiden
name of the wife of this venerable man was
Margaret Boutrin, and they had the following
family : Pierre, George, Vida, Claire, Francois,
Claudinette and Eugene.
Pierre Robinet, the father of J ules, was born
in France in 1822, and in his native country was
a wine producer. In 1874 he came to Ontario
and located in Sandwich, becoming one of the
largest grape growers in that section. At present he is living retired in Sandwich. I n 1847
he married J osephine Pheulpin, of France, and
they had the following children: Joseph, Louise,
Vietor, Jules, August, Lucille and Louis, all
living in Sandwich or in the neighborhood.
Jules Robinet was born Jan. 1, 1858, in
France, where he began his life-work as a mercl•ant. In 1875 he left France for Ontario, a
short time after the other members of his family
11rrived, and the first year in his adopted country
was spent in the service of Dr. Casgrain, of
Windsor. In 1878 he began business for himself, selling goods over the country for one summer. I n the fall of the same year Jfr. Robinet
opened a small store at Tecumseh, County of
Essex, and there remained for five years. In
1882 he embarked in the brick business in Sandwich, and later took into partnership Mr. Curry.
The output of the yard is from 2,000,000 to
:1,000,000 per year, the average always reaching
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it heretofore. 1\Ir. Robinet's wine firm is known
as La Campagnie Robinet Frcres de Sandwich,
Limited with a capital stock of $50,000. 1\fr.
Robinet'is at present the president and manager
of this company, which produces some of the
best wines in Canada. The plant is located in
Sandwich in the brick structure erected by :Mr.
Ro'binet i~ 1895 and in which he emba•·ked in
the mercantile business in 1897. In addition
to the above mentioned business ;Mr. Robinet is
the owner of valuable landed property which
yields him large incomes. For six years he has
served as member of the council of Sandwich
and for two years has been water commissioner.
He is not a strong partisan of any po~itica l party,
but stl'ives to vote for the best men, although
he a~rE'es more nearly with the views held ~Y
the Lil.>t•t·als. Religiously Mr. Robinet and family
are mrmbers of the Roman Catholic Church and
he is t rnstee of the Roman Catholic school of
Sandwirh. Socially he is a member of the
C.:'ILD.A. He is one of the most successful
and popular men of the County of Essex.
In 1880 :\Jr. Robinet married Mary Seguin,
a native of the County of Essex, and the following children have been born to their union: Joseph, Frank, Paul, Emile, Anna, Clovis, Ca~h
erine, :\fary Louise, Lucille, Julia, Antonett and
Jules, Jr., all living.

troit; and Henry, who was also born in Cornwall,
was killed in a fire, in New York.

William Wl'staway (2), son of \Villiam, married Charity Badge, born in 1806, in Devonshire,
En"'land and their two eldest children were born
in Corn~rall, Charlotte Caroline, born Nov. 28,
1828, who married Capt. J. D. Sullivan; and
Elizabeth, born March 3, 1831. The other members of the family were: Mary Jane, born at
Sandwich County Essex, Sept. 1, 1833 ; William,
born Sept. 10, 1835, at Sandwich, died at Detroit, Dec. 15, 1872; John A., born at Sandwich,
Nov. 11, 1837; Anna, born at Sandwich Sept. 7,
1840, died at Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 1, 1860, and
was interred at Detroit; Emma, bom May 21,
1842; Arabella, born F eb. 1, 1844, at Sandwich ;
J eremiah born Sept. 17, 1846, at London, Ont.;
and Jam~s, born Oct. 7, 1848, in Windsor.
John A. Westaway was thirteen years of age
when he was apprenticed to Alexander Chope, a
blacksmith in Detroit, where he r emained for
five years becoming thoroughly skilled in his
trade. Ile . then attended Albion College, in
Michigan, for one year, studying hard a.nd securin" a fair education in this way. Gomg on
the st~amer "Hercules" with his brother-in-law,
Capt. Sullivan, by 1858 he had risen to the rank
of chief-engineer on the steamer " The Hercules." 1\fr. Westaway had the honor of being
JOH:\f A . WESTAWAY. The Westaway the second-engineer of the first car ferry, the
famil~· is of English extraction, and in beauti- "Great Western, " that ever took a train of cars
ful De,·onshire the name may still be found, at across the Detroit River, on Jan. 1, 1867. About
all times being worthily borne, and the family April 1st following he became chief-engineer of
has evt'r been one of high esteem. William W est- the boat. From that time until Nov. 15, 1872,
away, the grandfather, was .born in Longford, he ,vas connected with different vessels, but on
Devonshire, England. His wife, Elizabeth, was the date mentioned he was made chief-engineer
a nath·e of Cornwall, England. They came to of the steamer "Transfer,,. and is now
the County of Essex, Ont., and located in Sand- the chief- engineer of the :Beet of Michigan
wich township, June 1, 1832, but 1\fr. Westaway Central transfer boats · at Detr<>it, chiefsickened and died in the same year. In 1840 engineer of the l\lichigan Central Plevators
his widow married Richard Rhodes, and they set- at Detroit, and of the entire heating systled at Detroit where she died, her remains, how- tem of the Michigan Central Railroad station,
ever, bein~ interred at Sandwich. The children havin" in all twenty steam boilers under his
born to William \Vestaway and wife were seven super~ision. In all of his long and painstaking
in number, namely: William (2) , born Aug. 20, . service with the Michigan Central Railroad not
1803, in Cornwall, England, died at Sandwich. one word of fault has ever been found with him,
Ont., April 6, 1861; John, born at Cornwall, died and considering the complex and multifarious
in England; Betsy and Charlotte, twins, were duties which are l1is continually, and how much
born in Cornwall, and there the former died
depends upon his attention and accuracy, this
the age of fourteen years, while the latter resides is very remarkable. H e has also, in additi~n. to
in Detroit; Jeremiah, born in England, died on his other r esponsibilities, the entire supervision
shipboard; J emima, oorn in Cornwall, England, of the mechanical department of the car f erry.
July :26, 1819, married Ebenezer Rhodes of De- He is a rnan who thoroughly understands his
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business and does it, and his sincerity and devotion to duty are appreciated.
In 1861 :Mr. Westaway was united in marriage with l\Iiss F rances N'ahmore Buffum, and
they immediately settled in Detroit where they
remained until 1873, when they removed to Amherstburg, County of Essex, where be was in
business for years for the Michigan Central Railroad, although his business now calls him to Detroit. Three children have been born to this
marriage, namely : Albert, who married Florence
Kitt, has four children; Minnie N., who married
B. J . Walker, of Windsor, bas three children;
and l\Iiss Emily A., at home. :Mrs. Westaway
is a member of the Methodist Church. In politics l\Ir. Westaway is a Republican, and fraternally be belongs to the Amberstburg lodge of
the Royal Arch Masons.
WILLIAM B. Sl\U TII, farmer, local agent
for the Page Wire F ence Company, manufacturer of sorghum syrup, residing on Lot 25,
Concession 2, in Maidstone, County of Essex,
was born March 4, 1856, in South Norwich,
County of Oxford, Ont., son of Nathan and
Adeline (IIelliker) Smith, and a member of one
of the old families of that county.
Nathan Smith was born in September, 1819,
in the State of New York, son of Thomas Smith,
who was a Quaker preacher in that State, came
to Canada, and settled near Kingston, at what
is known as Smith's F alls, named in his honor.
Later he removed to Adrian, l\Iichigan, where
he established a Quaker settlement, and built a
meeting-house. At his death, in 1868, he had
besides Nathan children as follows: Thomas, of
Toledo, Ohio; George, of Denver, Colorado;
:Mary, wife of Charles Gray, of Ohio; Elizabeth,
wife of William I sham, of K ansas City; and
Frank and Zebulon, who died iri Michigan.
Nathan Smith was three years old when the
family moved from New York to Canada, and
settled at Smith's Falls. I n 1838 they came
from there to the County of Oxford, and after
he completed his meager schooling he engaged
in sawing lumber, and in farming. He bought
a farm there and cleared it, making many improvements, and he resided upon it until 1873,
when he came to the County of E ssex and bought
a farm in Rochester township, near Woodslee,
where he lived until 1885. Selling this farm he
then bou~rht one on Concession 2, Maidstone,
where he lived until his death, F eb. 1, 1902: His
·widow, Adeline (Helliker) Smith, was born in

I

the County of Oxford, in February, 1831, dauP;ltt er of Benjamin I!elliker, who came from P ennsylvania and settled in the County of Oxford,
Ont., where he beca me a prominent lumberman.
~Irs. Smith surYives, residing with our subject,
nged seventy-three years, a most highly respected
lady.
Few men of this locality were more earnest
workers in the cause of Christianity than was
)Ir. Smith. For more than sixty years he was
a class-leader in the Methodist Church, and for
many years was superintendent of the Oxford
Sunday-school. Wherever known he was respect ed for his many sterling traits of character.
Politically adhering to the principles of the Refot·m party, be was willing others should also
have settled convictions, being a man of peace
and a supporter of the law. The six children
born to Nathan Smith and his '\vife were: (1)
Sarah, born Jan. 26, 1854, in the County of Oxford, married James Anderson, of the County
of Essex, and, in 1884, they moved to Colorado,
where she died in 1891, leaving four children,
Ollie, E dward, Adda and Maggie, all of Colorado. (2) William B. was second in the order
of birth. (3) Lafayette, born June 21, 1858,
married Amy Brooker, daughter of J ohn Brooker, of Rochester, and they settled in Maidstone,
where she died, leaving one daughter, Bernice,
wife of George B ennett, of Maidstone; he married (second) Nettie Griffin, of the County of
Essex:, and removed to Mackinac county, Michigan, where his wife and six children died, he
still surviving. (4) Edward, born in March,
1861, in the County of Oxford, married J anet
Fleming, of Rochester township, and they now
reside in Gosfield North, and have four children,
Robert, Della, Roy and Gertrude. (5) Mary E.,
born in l\Iarcb, 1867, married Harvey Allen, a
grocery merchant at Kingsville, and they have
three children, Herbert, Lena and Flossie. (6)
Malinda, born Oct. 14, 1872, in the County of
Oxford, married Rev. James Husser, now located at Goderich, County of Huron, and they ba,·e
three children, Pearl, Blanch and Carman.
William B. Smith obtained his education in
the schools of his native county, and be began
his business life as agent for all kinds of agricultural implements, continuing thus employed
for seven years, and meeting with much success.
After his marriage he settled on his present
farm, then in its primitive state, but with energy
and industry he soon had it all cleared and ready
fot· cultivation. · For a number of years this
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family enjoyed their pleasant home, where he
had erected a commodious house and large bank
barn, but in 1877 he r ented the place and moved
to Detroit to engage in another line of work. He
ther e filled the position of night foreman on the
city stt·eet car works for two years and a half,
but in 1890 he returned to the farm, which he
has operated ever since. Mr. Smith bas a very
valuable property, and every comfort that can
be enjoyed in rural life. Ilis. work in Detroit
was very acceptable to his employers, and when
he " ·ithdrew he received testimonials from them
of a very flattering nature.
In addition to carrying on his farm Mr.
Smith has been engaged in the successful manufacture of sugar cane syrup for the past twentyfive years, hating a modern mill plant located
on his farm. H e has a large and constantly
expanding trade on account of the superior quality of goods he manufactures, finding a very
ready sale. In the fall of 1903 he was appointed
agent for the Page Wire Fence Company of
Walkerville, an-d his work has proved most
acceptable to the company.
I n October, 1882, l\fr. Smith married Effie E.
Drown, who was born in July, 1861, in the
County of Elgin, daughter of Alfred and Catherine (Bates) Bt·own, old and prominent resid ents there. )Jr. Brown continued to reside in
t he County of Elgin until 1877, when he moved
t o Rochester, County of Essex, settling as a
farmer and engaging in agriculture for some
:years ; he then removed to Sanilac County,
~Iichigan, where l1e died in October, 1891. His
widow still survives. Mr. and Mrs. Brown had
a family of eight daughters a10d one son, the
Jatter being Veit Brown, who lives in Gosneld
Xorth. The daughters are: Emma, born in
El~in, is the wife of William U. l\liles, of Gosfield; Effie E. is the wife of :Mr. Smith, and
a woman of education, refinement and housewifery ability; Ida is the wife of L. B. Croghan,
of Walkerville; Minnie is the wife of Charles
Ellsworth, of Hamilton; 1\fary is the wife of
George A. 1\fylcs, of Maidstone; Hattie is the
wife of Philemon SkerrC'tt, of Ci>lchester South;
Flora is the wife of Albert Hill, of Colchester
South; and Clara is the wife of Arthur Trombly,
o·f Colchester North.
·
l\Tr. and Mrs. Smith have three children:
:Millicent L., born Dec. 3, 1883, a high school
student; Cora 1\Tay, born March 18, 1891, at
school; and Nelson W., born Jan. 7, 1901. Mr.
Smith has been a school trustee for the past
eleven years, and has always taken a deep in-

terest in the advancement of educational matters.
Both he and his wife belong to the Methodist
Church, where he has been a member of the
board of trustees for a long period. Politically
he is one of the independent voters of his community. Fraternally he belongs to the Order
of the Royal Templars at South W oodslee. ~
more thoroughly honest or capable man could
not be found, and he is one of Maidstone 's most
highly esteemed citizens.
JOHN EAKINS. Among those who have
been prominently identified for years with the
making of what is the garden spot of County
Essex is John Eakins, of M:ersea township, who
was born l\lay 18, 1840, in Camden township,
County Addington.
George Eakins, father of John Eakins, was
born in County Tyrone, Ireland, where he received a practical education and learned the
trade of wheelmaker. In young manhood he
came to Canada and located in County Addington, following cabinetmaking for the remainder
of his life in Newburgh, where he died at the age
of sixty-six years, and was interred in the cemet ery at that place. H e married l\Iargaret Ann
Sills, a most excellent woman, possessed of many
amiable qualities, and like himself a member of
the Methodist Church. Her death took place in
Harriston, County Wellington, but she was buried by the side of her husband at Newburgh.
Their nine children were: Eliza, l\1ary J nne,
John, William H., Thomas, Clarissa, James Edwin, George and Frank.
John Eakins was educated in the public
schools of Newburgh, and began his business
life as a clerk in a dry-goods store at Tyrone,
County Durham, Ont., where he remained for
two years, later following the same business for
ten years at Mitchell, Perth and Napanee. He
then removed to Harriston, County Wellington,
and embarked in a grocery business with his
brother Thomas, under the name of E~kins Bros.,
which was continued for eleven years. Our subject then sold his interest and r eturned to Newburgh, where he went into partnership with his
brother William in the furniture business for
three years. In 1896 he decided to embark in
the fruit-growing business and came to l\Iersea
township, buying a tract of twenty-five a cres
of land on the north side of Concession 1, which
he planted with fine nursery stock. In the great
and \mexpected frost of 1898 he lost 3,000 trees,
entailing a l oss of more than $5,000. He is a
man of too much determination to be easily dis-
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couraged, and soon had his ground replanted.
Since then he has prospered and has been very
successful in the growing of all fruits suitable
to the climate, making something of a specialty
of peaches. He is a member of the Fruit Growers' Association.
·wiLLIAM: H. EAKINS, who is associated with
his brother John in the nursery and fruit business, was born in Camden township and educated
in the schools of County Addington. lie learned
the trade of cabinetmaking with his father, following it until 1893, when he sold his interests
in County Addington and became associated
with his brother in 1\Iersea township.
In 1871 William H. Eakins married Augusta
Davidson, daughter of Henry Davidson, a prominent citizen of Uamdcn township, and their
four children are: Maud Estelle, wife of William L. Clark, who is engaged in the grain, feed
and seed business at Leamington; Fred Clifford, a practicing physician at Goehner, Nebraska; and Edith Gray and Mabel Lemoine, both
the latter being ladies of artistic tastes and many
social accomplishments. Both brothers and :Mrs.
Eakins are active members of the Methodist
Church. Both members of the firm are men of
integrity and responsibility, and are numbered
with the representative citizens of l\fersea
township.
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wich); Mary C., in 1788 (who became Mrs. Jobin, of Sandwich). All of these are deceased.
Francis Pratt, the father of Charles, owned
a farm at 'Vindsor, the present site of the town
hall and the school building, but after occupying
it several years he, in 1836, exchanged that property for the farm of William Hall, which lies
near Walkerville and is the present Pratt home.
At the time of the transfer there was only a
small portion of the place cleared, but ~lr. Pratt
quickly enlarged this and built a substantial
house of hewn logs in which he passed the remainder of his days. • He was the first contractor
to carry the mails from Windsor to Chatham,
a distance of forty-five miles, and he was obliged
to make the trip through the woods daily. The
death (}f Mr. Pratt occurred in February, 1842,
and that of his wife, Ceci.le, in 1858. They were
earnest believers in the faith of the Catholic
Church, and, like the elder Francis Pratt, assisted in building the original church in Sandwich.
A large family blessed the union of Francis
and Cecile Pratt: · (1) Francis, born in May,
1817, was drowned Jan. 9, 1843, while carrying
the mail. (2) Elizabeth, born in October, 1818,
became the wife of Oliver Maisonville, of Sandwich E ast. She died in 1856, leaving three children, Charles and Frank, now deceased, and
Barney, of Detroit. Her other children had
passed away before her. {3) Eloi, born in
August, 1820, chose Eleanor Luzon for his wife
CHARLES PRATT, an agricu~turist of the and they settled in Sandwich West. Their offCounty of Essex, whose farm is situated along spring was Elizabeth, Albert, Annie, Katie,
the river front in Sandwich East, on Lot 101, Cecile, Henry and Edward. (4) John, born in
first saw the light on that same farm, July 19, October, 1822, a. grocer in Detroit, married Miss
1837. His father was Francis Pratt, who Sarah MacNamara, and died leaving his widow
espoused Cecile Ladarout, both bon\ in the with six children, William (unmarried), Frank,
County of Essex, he in 1777 and she in 1796.
Loraine (now :Mrs. A. Parent), Jennie (Mrs.
Francis Pratt was the son of Francis, who William Brotherson), Isabell, and Jessie (marin turn was the child of English parents, who ried). (5) Moses, born Oct. 14, 1824, married
came to the Province of Ontario as early as 1754. 1\liss Mabel Pratt and resided in Walkerville,
Their son Francis, however, was born after they where he died in 1878, leaving two children,
came to this country, in 1734, in Lower Canada. Maggie (l\1rs. Janette) and Susan (n1rs. Knobb).
After their removal to the western province the (6)Arcade and (7) Damasse, twins, were born
family settled in Sandwich village and their in September, 1826; Arcade died in June, 1901,
progeny have remained in that locality to the but Damasse is still living. Neither ever marpresent day. Francis Pratt, Sr., was one of ried. (8) Joseph, born in 1830, married Sarah
those who contributed of their time and means · Foster , of Sandwich, and they settled on a porto secure the erection of the old Catholic church tion of his father's estate, where he died March
in Sandwich. His demise occurred in that vil- 18, 1876. He was the father of seven children,
lage in 1810, and several children were left to Frank ·(deceased), Alexander, Ilattie, Mary,
mourn his death, viz.: Francis, born in 1777; J 9sepb, Charles, and William. (9) :Matilda, born
Theodore, in 1779 ; Dominick, in 1782; Elizabeth, in September, 1834, was the wife of Dennis
in 1784, (who never married); Pelagie, in i786 Bressard, of Windsor, and died in 1888, leaving
(whose husband was Frank _Druillard, of Sand- no family.
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Charles .Pratt was the teuth and youngest
child of the family. Tiis boyhood was spent on
his father's place, which he helped to transform
1rom wild land to a well-cleared farm, and as
be grew older he decided. to make farming his
lifelong occupation. lie settled down on the
homestead in 1861, built the house the family
M'e still occupying, and has added at various
times many other improvements, making a £ne
place, where he has lived sixty-six years.
l\Ir. Pratt was united in marriage, Oct. 6,
1869, to Miss ~laggie :Maisonville, who was a
native of Sandwich East, bern in October, 1838.
She was the daughter of Frederick and Jane
Maison\'ille, both deceased, was educated in the
Detroit schools, and for several years was a
teacher in Sandwich East. She bore her husband six children: (1). Elizabeth J. is at home, ·
unmarried. (2) Capt. Frank C. is captain of
a lake steamer. He married l\Iiss Agnes 0 'Brien,
of Windsor, who makes her home in Walkerville, with their only child, Helen. (3) Louisa
married Fred J. White, a jeweler of Walkerville, and has two sons, Raymond and Lawr ence. (4) Charles F. married Mayetta Donaldson, of Windsor, and they reside in Walkerville,
where he has a position in Walker's distillery.
( 5) Theodore was educated at the Windsor Collegiate School, and is 'Jlow living at home, unmarried. (6) Delia was educated in the Sandwich East schools and is at home with her
parents.
1\Ir. Pratt and his family are, like all his forefathers, devout Catholics and.have done much to
further work of the church in their locality:
His position on political questions bas always
been that of the Liberal party, but he has never
taken a very active part in the actual work of
any campaigns. He is a born agriculturist, atways prompt to take advantage of any new
method which promised to be an improvement
on the old, and his fine farm shows the admi'rable results of his system. The family name
has ever been a synonym for honorable and useful citizenship, and those who now bear it display all t hose excellent qualities and noble Christ ian characters which made their ancestors
known and honored throughout t he county.
IRA RYMAL, a prominent f armer and stock
raiser of Mersea township, and one of its most
bjghly esteemed citizens, was born in Barton
township, County of Wentworth, Ont., and is a
member of one of the ·old settled families of
Upper Canada.

Boston Rymal, the founder of the family
in County W entworth, was born in Pennsylvania probably of German parent age, but, during the war which secured the independence of
the American Colonies, his devotion to England
caused him, with five neighboring families, to
decide to make a home in Canada. This plan
was carried out in 1788, and these families were
the first white settlers in that locality. Mr. Ry.
mal secured 500 acres of timber land, and there
his long life was passed, during which he cleared
a large portion and inaugurated many imp•·ovements. He died at the age of ninety-three
years, and was buried in the cemetery of the
Free Church, the land for the site of the church
having been donated by him. This is the oldest
Free Church west of Niagara. By his \vife Barbara he had the following children : Jacob;
Philip, who settled in Ancaster township; 1\fary;
George; Joseph; and Elizabeth.
J acob Rymal, son of the pioneer settler, was
the first whit e child born in t he Hamilton Mountains, and he grew up on the old homestead farm
in Barton township. llis education was necessarily limited as no regular schools had, as yet,
been established there. He learned the trade of
carpenter and joiner, which he followed in connection with farming, having purchased a tract
of 200 acres near the old homestead. He led a
busy life, as he was employed at his trade in
his own and neighboring townships, and also
continued to operate his large farm. He died
at the age of sixty years, and was laid to rest
in the family cemetery. Mr. Rymal was a man
of much ability, as was evidenced by his election to the Canadian Parliament in 1833 and
1834, a stanch member of- the Libe~:al party.
For many years he was a member and liberal
supporter of the Methodist Church.
In Ancaster township l\Ir. Rymal married
Christine Horning, daughter of Abraham Horning, whose father was one of the first settlers in
that section. They had the following children:
:Margaret, who married George Taylor; Mary,
who married George Binkley; Joseph, who 'vas a
prominent farmer in Barton township, and for
twenty-seven years was a member of the Dominion Parliament, an influential supporter of
the Liberal party ; Henrietta; John ; Barbara,
w.ao married Ayre Thurreson; Lewis; I ra,
Charles; and J ane, who married Christoph
Ker n, all having passed out of life with the
exception of our subject. · The mother of this
family died at the' age of eighty-two years, and
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was buried by the side of her husband. She was
a consistent member of the Methoilist Church,
a woman of high Christian character.
Ira Rymal was reat·ed on the homestead and
assisted his father in operating the farm until
the latter's death, when he rented 100 acres of
the homestead and engaged in stock-raising.
'l'hL<> he continued until 1883, when he sold out
and came to :Mcrsea township, County Essex,
where he bought 400 acres of land, situated on
Concession 6, township of Mersea. Mr. Rymal
remained on this bush farm one year, when he
sold 200 acres of the land, and gave each of his
sons a tract of 100 acres. He then moved to the
Talbot road, Mersea township, whct·e he bought
eighty-five acres in the south part of TJot 238,
and there he engaged in farming and stockr aising very successfully, and built a comfortable residence, making many substantial improvements. Encouraged by scientific ~nvesti
gation, Mr. Rymal in 1903, permitted the drilling of a well upon his farm, which resulted in
the discovery of oil, which bas made the land
still more valuable. This was the nrst oil well
drilled in the county, and his enterprise was
soon followed by others. At present he has six
fine wells on his land, one of which supplies
Leamington with gas, while the other five are
all good oil producers.
In politics Mr. Rymal is a Liberal, and for
tl1c past twenty years he has been a me~1bcr
of the township council. In February, 1860, in
Ancaster township, Mr. Rymal married Mary
Ann Smith, born in that township, l\fay 23,
1839, daughter of J ohn Smith, and a family of
eight children have been born to this union, as
follows: George married Anna Smith, and they
have three children, Dora, Ira and Violet; he
is an employe of the Deering Harvester Company, and a resident of H amilton, Ont. Albert,
employed as a. traveling salesman for the Deering Harvester Company, married Edith Smith,
and has six children, Edna, Albert, Roena,
Laura, Beatrice and Edith. Charles, also in
the employ of the Deering Ilarvester Company,
married Sarah Bratt, and has six children, Fred,
Percy, Floyd, Claud, Joseph and Dallas. 'Mary
Lillian is the wife of Thomas Jackson, of Denver, Colorado. Maude married William Breadt, of
H amilton, anu has six children, Lillian, Charles,
Florence, William, l\Iargerie and Susan. Florence r esides at home. J oseph, living at Tilbury
Center, married Florence Walker, and has four
children, Marion, Madeline, Joseph and Ruth.
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!1-a Roy died a promising youth of fifteen years.
The mother of this family died in Barton township, in April, 1881, aged forty-two, and was
bm·ied in the cemetery in that township. On
Jan. 31, 1883, Mr. Rymal was married (second)
at Detroit, to Sarah Smith, daughter"of J ames
Smith, and two children have been born to this
marriage, I da May and Irene. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Rymal are prominent members of the
Leamington Methodist Church.

l

I

BEXJAMI~

F. BOTTO:\f, one of the prominent residents of Pelec I sland, was born in Cosfield township, County Essex, Aug. 14, 1839, a
son of John and Sarah (Williams) Bottom, and
one of a family of nine children, five of whom
snrvive: Benjamin F.; Wallace, of Michigan;
H annah, unmarried, of Ruthven, Ont.; Nancy,
unmarried, of the same place; and !\Ielissa, with
her brother Wallace in Michigan.
J ohn Bottom was born in Budington county,
Vermont, and was of French descent, his ancestot·s comiug from France at an early day, and
serving in the Revolutionary war under La Fayette. John Bottom was a veteran of the war of
1812, and was in Hull's army at the time of his
surrender at Detroit, Michigan. He was honorably discharged and r eceived a pension. About
1835 he came to Ontario, settling at Amherstbur:;r, where he worked at his trade of blacksmith. From there he went to what is now
Olinda, worked a short time, and 'then -settled
in Gosficld township, one mile east of Kingsville, where he built a shop which he conducted
many years; his name is well known to all the
old settlers. About 1875 he retired, removing
to Ruthven, where his daughters were living,
and there pas.<;cd away in 1885, aged eighty-seven
yeat-s. His wife died many years before him.
All l1is life in Canada he voted the Reform
ticket, but never sought office. He and his wife
were very worthy people, highly esteemed by
all \\·ho knew them.
Benjamin F. Bottom was educated in the
common schools of Gosfield township. As the
.fami1y was a large one, and he the eldest, he
began assisting in supplying the family with
the necessities of life as early as his sixteenth
year, heavy burdens being laid upon the young
shoulders.
I n 1869 Mr. Dottom married Miss l\faria
1\falott, of Ruthven, and after this event he be~an farming for himself on leased land. In
l od3 Mr. Bottom came to Pelee Island, and purchased his present farm of forty-two acres, upon
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wmch he has since resided. This property is
one of the most valuable for its size in the island.
In 1897 he built a large and commodious frame
building, which is one of the most substantial
dwellings in Pelee Island, and there he and his
estimable wife dispense a gracious hospitality.
Sjx children have come to grace their home, but
only one survives, Stafford, of P elee Island. In
politics Mr: Bottom is a Liberal, but like his
father he is no politician. Since locating on the
island he has firmly established himself in the
confidence of his neighbors, and enjoys their
esteem and friendship.

. i
l

RICHARD WEAVER, a prominent and
well-to-do farmer of Anderdon, living on the
river front, is one of Canada's citizens who
eame from the mother country in 1859. He was
born iri Herefordshire, England, in November,
1831, son of Thomas and 1\lilbra (Hales) Weav.
er, both of whom were · born in E'ngland and
died there. Of the large family born to them,
three daughters and six sons in all, only two
sons, Richard and John, left their native land.
J ohn settled on the river front in Anderdon,
and there died, leaving two children, Louisa and
Fannie,
Richard Weaver is emphatically a self-made
man. Coming to Canada when a young man,
with a limited education, he leased a farm on
the river front in Anderdon for which he paid
a cash rent of $100 per annum for three years.
He had married in England Miss Rebecca Sevier, who was born and raised in England; and
she died on his farm in 1862, leaving two sons.
George, the eldest, died when a boy of seven
years. Richard. H., born in 1858, received his
education and grew to manhood in Anderdon,
and now resides in St. Paul, Minnesota, where
he works at telegraphy; he is unmarried.
I n 1866 l\Ir. Weaver returned to England
and married his second wife, Miss Julia Applegate, who was born in England in 1834. On returning, that same year, he purchased and set-'
tled on his present home, which is known as the
Hosebank farm, and which he has improved in
many ways, all the buildings now on the farm
having been erected by him. :Mrs. Weaver died
Jan. 29, 1903. She was connected with the English Church, and was a "'oman of many Christian
virtues, greatly beloved by all the people of that
community. Three children survived her. (1)
Ada, the eldest, born in November, 1867, grew
up at the present home, where she received a
fair education. She is the wife of William L.

Wilson, engineer of the waterworks at Windsor, and has one son, Lloyd C. (2) Rosa, born
in May, 1869, was reared and educated iike her
sister. In 1891 she married Charles F. Honner,
the eldest son of Edwin Honner, and a member
of one of the prominent families of Amherstburg, and the young couple settled at Malden,
where Mr. Honner followed sailing on the lakes
for some years, until his health failed and he
retired to a fruit farm. There he r emained until
his death, in 1896, leaving a wife, but no children. He was a highly esteemed young man,
and a prominent member of Thistle Lodge, No.
3'.1:, A. F. & A. l'.I., his funeral being conducted
by the Masonic fraternity. (3) Emily B., born
in 1871, died. in childhood. ( 4) Arthur G., born
in 1874, married Miss Alice Ward, of Amherstburg, ·daughter of Thomas Ward, one of the old
and prominent residents, and they reside on
part of the father's homestead. They have no
family. .
Politically Mr. Weaver has always been
identified with the old Conservative party; he
was elected .assessor and served seven years in
that office; he was also auditor and collector of
Anderdon for a number of years, and is at present the roadmaster of ,AnO.er<lon. · Religiously
tnis family are all members of the English
Church. Mr. Weaver is a man who has worked
his way up by industry and honesty to independence, and now is one of the wealthy farmers of his district. He is beloved and esteemed
for his manly and honest qualities, and for his
kindly disposition and upright conduct toward
all men. This is but a just tribute to the life
and character of a man whose every act is in
accordance with the dictates of his conscience
and his broad charitable disposition. His home
life has been noble and pure, and no man ever
accused him of hypocrisy or lukewarmness to a
friend, cowardly desertion of a conviction or
compromise of principle. His name will long
be cherished with endearing pride by his neighbors who have associated with him for so many
years, and who in passing judgment on his
character rank him among the good men of
their county.
ARTHUR WILSON) a successful far mer
and prominent resident of Maidstone, living on
Lot 25, 7th Concession, was born in Argyllshlre,
Scotland, Dec. 23, 1846.
John and Janet (Campbell) Wilson, his parents, were early pioneers of the County of
Essex, coming from Scotland about 1852. They

C0)1ME?.r0RA'l'IVE lliOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
were born in Argyllshire, he in 1812, and she in
1819, and were well educated in the schools of
Scotland, where they grew up and were married.
They made their voyage over on a sailing-vessel,
Yia New York, the trip consuming uine weeks.
First settling in Detroit, he worked among the
farmers by the day. They later came to Canada, about 1853, and settled on wild land, on
what is known as the 'Vilson side road, in
~Iaidstone. On this property he erected a log
uouse, and there they lived some years. Later
tms primitive home was replaced by a more
pretentious one, John ·wilson becoming one of
the prosperous farmers of Maidstone. He died
on his farm April 4, 1886, leaving his wife, who
stul survives, residing on the l10mestead, aged
<>igbty-four years. Both were Presbyterians,
and they "·ere among the founders of the church
of that denomination in this section. They were
the parents of four children: (1) Arthur. (2)
!lfartba, born in Scotland, in 1848, was reared
in l\faidstone, where she married Samuel Bnnn,
who was drowned in the Detroit river; he left
eight children, Clara, Seth, Florence, Fanny,
Sylvia, Alvin, Stanley (deceased) and Forest.
(3) l\fargaret, born in 1\faidstone in 1854, married John Dawson, a fa1·mer of Maidstone, ·and
has eight children-Robert, who married Miss
Susan Heil, and has one child, Gr·ace; Janet,
who married Elijah Smith, of Essex; Mattie,
who married Robert Ernest, of Detroit; Fannie,
who married John Dawson, of Sandwich 'Vest;
Ella, who married James Croft, of Sandwich
South; John, who lives on the homestead; and
Annie and Arthur, who are at home and unmarried. (4) John, born in Maidstone in 1856,
married Miss Sarah Totten, of 1\faid.stone, and
they reside on the old homestead with his mother; they have a family of three children, William, Clifford and Carrie.
Arthur Wilson, the eldest child, was reared
at home and. received but a limited education.
When a boy he helped his father clear up the
land, and he remained with him until he was
twenty-seven years of age. In 1867 he purchased his present farm, which was then all wild
land. This property he cleared, making it into
one of the fin est farms of Maidstone, and upon
it he bas erected excellent buildings, doing the
work himself, as he is a good carpenter,
although he never worked at the trade as a
journeyman.
·
In 1\fay, 1875, Mr. Wilson was married to
Miss Emily Robinson, daughter of John and
Esther (Thornton) Robinson, pioneers of ·Maid-
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stone, now deceased. Mrs. Wilson and James
are the only members of their family now living,
although they had the following children : Ellen,
who married Josiah Wigle, of Gosfield South ;
~[ary, who married John Lee, of Maidstone;
John, who married Anna Dring, and left a
family, all of whom live at :Maidstone; James,
of London, unmarried ; and Mrs. Wilson. The
latter was reared in Maidstone, where she received a fair education. .Mr. and Mrs. Wilson
settled at their new home, and have developed
it into a very pleasant place of residence. They
have no children. Their religious affiliation is
with the Methodist Church, in which both are
prominent. 1\lr. Wilson has filled the office of
trustee of the church for many years, being one
of the first in County Essex. He has also been
superintendent of the Sunday-school for a long
time, as well as one oi the most efficient and
convincing teachers. Politically, like his father,
he has always been identified with the Reform
party, and be bas filled the position .of school
·
trustee for a number of years.
In addition to his other interests, Mr. Wilson
is the proprietor of a large sugar cane plant,
which be operates by steam, and he has been engaged in this branch of industrial activity for
some time; his syrup is in great demand all over
nis section, being a very superior article. This
is the largest plant and the only one run by
steam in the County of Essex.
Mr. Wilson is one of the public-spirited men
of :Maidstone, and is highly esteemed by a large
circle of business acquaintances and friends. He
bas taken an active part in all public measures,
and is prominently identified with both civic
and church matters. A true type of the selfmade man, he demonstrates what can be really
accomplished by true perseverance and frugal
industrious habits.
ROBERT FREDERICK WHYTE. :Mr.
Whyte's long and honorable connection with the
Great Western, the Grand Trunk and the
Wabash railroad systems; covering a period o~
thirty years, has been one of great activity, and
has made him well and widely 'b.1llown.
1\Ir. Whyte is of English ancestry, his father,
Robert Alexander Whyte, having been born in
England in 1819. Ilis grandfather was Capt.
Whyte, R N., and his great-~randfather, Gen.
Whyte, distinguished himself in the West Indies
during the Napoleonic wars between England
and France. Having a love of adventure Robert A. Whyte went in young manhood to Aus-
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tralia, and for a time engaged there in sheep
raising, but he finally decided to try his fortunes in the newly-opened districts in the
Provinces of Canada. Landing at Quebec, he
there found employment, and in time met and
married Mary Ann Sedley, a native of his own
country, born in 182-.l, daughter of Capt. Sedley, of the Royal Engineers, and granddaughter
o.f Col. Chrysler, a U. E. Loyalist, whose farm
was the scene of the famous batt le of Chrysler's
Farm (in the war of 1812), in which Capt. Sedley's regiment was. engaged. ·with his bride
Mr. \Vhyte removed to l\Iontreal, and in 1846
cam<> to Windsor to enter the employ of the
Oreat \Vestern Railway Company, with which
he was associated until his death, in 1875. He
was a prominent resident of the County of Essex
for many years. I n politics he was an active
supporter of the Consen·ative party. Both he
11nd his wife were consistent members of the
Church of England. They were most worthy
people, and highly esteemed by all who knew
them. Mr. Whyte left five children, two of
whom still reside in Windsor, Robert F. and
.1\Irs. D. J. l\Iacqueen. His children in order
of birth were as follows: Lottie, died in Montreal. l\Iaria Charlotte, the eldest daughter, born
in Montreal, is the widow of Stephen Knight,
of Winnipeg, who long resided in Windsor, coming there as a superintendent of the Great Western Railroad; he died in Winnipeg in 1883.
Ada Annie is the wife of Douglas J. 111a'cqueen,
of Windsor, and has four children, Blanche,
:r.rurray, Heginald and Grace. Robert F. ·is mentioned below. Minnie, the youngest daughter
(the first child christened in the English church
at Windsor), is the wife of J udge A. C. Killam,
of Ottawa, of the Supreme Court of the Dominion, and has two children, George and Gladys.
Stephen met death by drowning in the Frazier
river.
Robert Frederick Whyte was born Aug. 2,
1852, in Windsor, and obtained his education
in the local schools, one of his instructors being
J. C. Patterson. While still a boy life on thP.
water held a fascination for him, and he found
employment on one of the boats plying on Lake
Superior, continuing as a sailor until 1872, in
which year he entered the employ of the Great
Western Railway Company. I n 1883, when that'
line passed into the hands of the Grand Trunk,
he still continued his conneetion, remaining with
that road until 1897, when he entered into the
employ of the Wabash Railway Company. Since
1883 he has. had charge of a train, and as a

matter of interest it may be mentioned that he
has averaged 1,100 miles of travel per week for
the past thirty years, a total distance equal to
sixty-eight t imes around the globe. He has been
particularly fortunate, and has met with few
nccidents. For a number of years his run has
been between Detroit and Buffalo, but wherever
it is, he is the same careful, courteous employe
of the road, attentive to his duties and to the
comfort of his passengers, and has thus not only
gained the good-will of the traveling public,
but also the confidence of the road.
In 1879 1\:Ir. Whyte married Miss Emily
Agnes Beattie, daughter of David Beattie, and
to this union four children have been born,
namely: Gordon, who served bravely through
the South African war, and is now claims
clerk for Buhl & Sons, of Detroit; Marie Alberta; Leila Emily; and Douglas Stephen. The
religious connection of the family is with the
Church of England. In 1896 Mr. Whyte built
his fine modern residence on Victoria avenue,
and it is his delight to offer here a generous
hospitality to his many friends.
Politically Mr. Whyte is a Conservative.
Fraternally he has been connected with the
I. 0. 0. F., the K. P., and the 0. R. C., taking
an active par t in the work of all these organizations. A man of genial presence and exemplary
character, he enjoys the esteem of the best citizens of his native place.
J. II. C. ATKI NSON, customs officer for the
Island of Pelee, Ont., and one of the promi:nent
citizens of this part of Canada, was born Aug.
31, 1853, at Danby, Yorkshire, England, a son
of Rev. John C. and J ane (Coulson) Atkinson.
Rev. Canon Atkinson, the father of our subject, was born in 1814, at Goldhanger, England,
where his father was a curate. Canon .Atkinson
was educated at Kelvedon and at St. J ohn's,
Cambridge, entering the latter at the age of
twenty years, and four years later took his degree, coming out last .Wrangler. .After clerical
and tutorial work in various parts of England,
in 1847 he was appointed to the moorland parish
at Danby, north Yorkshire. There a long life
was passed, in which was compressed the work
of a half dozen less energetic and capable men
than himself, and the marvelous improvements
he accomplished in every direction are not only
recalled in the churchly reports, but also in the
local legislative and judicial papers of his time.
He was distinguished not only for his great
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piety, but for his learning and natural ability.
lie was thrice married, and he reared fifteen children. In 1898, the late beloved Queen Victoria,
upon the recommendation of Premier Balfour,
granted the venerable clergyman a pension of
one hundred pounds a year from the Civil List
"in recognition of his services to philology and
scholarship.'' His death too)ct place :March 31,
1900, in his eighty-sixth year.
J. H. C. Atkinson was one of eight children, namely: J. H. C.; Edward L., manager of
the Colonial Bank at Trinidad, W. I.; Wilfred
II., chief officer in the Peninsular & Oriental S.
S. service, who was drowned in the Meuiterranean Sea about 1890; Dr. Miles C., a prominent physician and surgeon of Leamington, England; Robert P ., a civil engineer io India;
Tllomas S., of Sault Ste. Marie, emigration land
agent of the Algona Commercial Company;
Catherine, wife of Sir Richard Nicholson, exsolicitor of the late Lord Salisbury, of London,
England; and Meriel, of London, England.
l\Ir. Atkinson was reared in his country home,
attended the public school at Rossal, Lancashire,
and made rapid progress under various private
tutors. I n the spring of 1872 he came to Canada, and after a short visit in Montreal, drifted
to Woodstock, then to Windsor, reaching Pelee
Island in the spring of 1873. Here be engaged
for a time in farm work, and then renting land,
began farming on his own aecount. In 1881 he .
purchased an interest in the "City of Dresden,"
a steamer plying between Pelee Island, Amherstburg, Windsor, Leamington, Kingsville and
other points. For three years he served as
purser on the vessel, but in 1883 he sold his in·
terests in the boat, and purchased his present
home farm of thirty acres. lie has followed
farming here with much success. In the spring
of 1897 he was appointed customs officer of the
port of the Island of P elee, and has filled the
position most satisfactorily ever since. In this
locality where he is well known, he is regarded
";th sincere esteem.
In 1883 Mr. Atkinson was married to Miss
Cora McCormick, who was born on Pelee Island,
uaughter of Arthur McCormick, the present
postmaster and prominent merchant 'of P elee
Island. In politics Mr. Atkinson is a Liberal
and he has served as councillor and in other
township offices, and i~ one of the Island 's most
popular officials and useful ·citizens. Fraternally he belongs to the I. 0. F., of Pelee Island;
and the F. & A. M:., of Aroherstburg. He and
23
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his wife are both members of the Episcopal
Church, and are active in all good work for the
general advancement of the community.
CIIRISTOPIIER OGLE, a prosperous farmer and successful raiser of fine stock, located on
Lot 14, Concession 8, in Mersea township, has
been a resident of that place for many years,
and has been identified with the interests of
this locality for a half century. He was born
April 18, 1835, at I<:ilmore, County Fermanagh,
Ireland.
The name of Ogle is not an unfamiliar one
either in England or in Scotland, and it is quite
probable that it originated in one of these countries and was introduced into Ireland by refu.
gees. William Ogle, grandfather of Christopher,
was born in County Down, I reland, and there
married Margaret Savage, both of them passing
their lives in their native land.
William Ogle, son of William and father of
Christopher, removed in young manhood to
County Fermanagh, where he rented a small
farm which he operated for some years. He
married Anne Robinson, a daughter of Christopher Robinson, a number of whose descendants
may be found in l\Iersea township, and they had
seven children, namely: William, deceased; Jane,
wife of Richard Hazard; Anne, who died in
1902; Ellen, wife of John McCullough, who
resides in Michigan; Ruth, widow of J ames ·
Reid, who resides in l\fersea township; Christopher, of this sketch; and John, f ormerly a
teacher, and now a prominent farmer and land
owner of Concession 8, i\'fersea township. Wil·
Iiam Ogle and his wife started for Canada in
1S56, embarking at Londonderry for Quebec,
their destination being the County of E ssex,
Ont. After reaching this country they joined
friends already settled in Mersea township, and
Mr. Ogle bought a tract of land on which he
engaged in farming through the remainder of
his life, his death occurring in 1868 ; he was
buried in the Albuna cemetery. His widow
survived until 1877. Both were most worthy
Christian people, consistent in their attachment
to the :M:ethodist Church. They had endured
many pioneer hardships, but their last years
were full of comfort.
Christopher Ogle, the subject proper of this
sketch, attended the National schools in his native land, and for want of better opportunities
settled down to farming with his father. This
industry was not remunerative enough, so he
and his sister Anne decided to leave their native
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land and seek a competency across the water, has seven children, Orpha, Louise, Russell, Harwhere many of their old neighbors were already riet, Esther, Irene and Harvey. Annie, one of
settled in comfort. lienee, in 1853, when our the highly intellectual young ladies of this
subject was eighteen years of age, he and two neighb01·hood, who is a graduate of the Essex
.sisters went to Londonderry, where they secured high school, class of 1889, and in 1893 attended
passage to Quebec on a Norwegian barge, the the Ottawa Normal School, was for eleven years
"Vestle Indian." After a voyage of seven weeks a successful teacher of the public schools, and
· and three days they reached their destination. now resides at home. Amelia, wife of"Wesley
· Christopher worked his way to Toronto, where Dales, of .Mersea township, has four children,
he found employment as a teamster for the Stanley, Webster, Kitty C. and Austin Earl.
Grand Trunk railroad. In 1854 he went to Susan K. was educated in the public schools,
Mersca township, County of Essex, and there graduated at the Windsor high school and at the
bought a tract of fifty acres on Lot 14, Conces- Chatham Model School, and later taught in
sion 8. This land he secured from the Canadian school section No. 5; she is now the wife of John
Land Co., with the understanding that he could Robinson, of Mcrsea township; and has four chilhave it at $5 an acre, and as the prospects seemed dren, Tiarvey, Grace, Hamilton and l\Iurray,
bright, and the country was filling up, he de- and they reside in the 9th Concession. Harriet
cided to settle down here to farming . . Looking is the wife of Robert Reid, of Mersca township.
over the present well-cultivated fields and com- Ryerson operates the home with his father, and
fortable homes, it is hard to imagine this section is one of the highly respected, intelligent and
with only widely separated log huts, no roads, educated young men of his section. The youngno bridges, no system of drainage, no markets, est child, a daughter, died in babyhood.
wild beasts and Indians still roaming over the
Mr. Ogle is independent in politics, voting as
country, in fact, a section which then showed his judgment dictates. He bas always taken an
almost no marks of civilization. Here our sub- advanced stand ou educational matters, and has
ject led a life for years which no tale can fully consented to serve as school trustee and in other
tell and do justice to its hardships and depriva- offices. Remembering his own limited opportuntions. However, his courage never ran too low, ities, he hu given his children excellent advanand he never gave up until he had made the tages, and few families in this locality show more
place of considerable value. Like other early intellectual tendencies. lie bas taken an interest
settlers, he was able to realize considerable · in the agricultural development of the township,
money from the sale of potash, obtained by the has introduced new methods and machinery,
burning of timber. The land is n(J\V well under and has advocated 'the raising of first-class cattle
cultivation and well improved. I n 1883 l\lr. and stock, setting the example himself. He takes
Ogle bought a farm of William Reid, consisting a natural pride in his fine specimens, which
of seventy-five acres in Concession 8, and is oper- show the care he has taken in their selection
ating the same, with the assistance of his son. and raising, making a name for him through'l'hey have a very fine farm, which they have out the township. lie was one of the organizers
devoted to general agriculture and stock raising. of the Goldsmith Methodist Church, and both
H is Durham cattle are fine specimens, and he he and his wife are valued and consistent
also raises good stock. Mr. Ogle has never been members.
led into the growing of tobacco, although he has
seen his neighbors prospering in its culture. It
JAMES REID, who, at present, is an esteemis against his principles to use it, and he is too ed resident of Leamington, was for many years
much of an honest mim to sell it to others and a successful agriculturist of the 8th Concession,
perpetuate a habit which he believes
bring in Mersea township, and is a worthy descendant
injury in its train.
of a family which has always been noted for its
In l\fersea township, Aug. 7, 1857, l\lr. Ogle high character. ·
married Miss Catherine Reid, who was born in
l\fr. Reid was born Sept. 31, 1843, in what
New Ireland, in the County of Huntingdon, is now known as New Ireland, in the County
Quebec, Nov. 3, 1839, daughter of the late J ohn of Huntingdon, Quebec, a son of the late J ohn
Reid, and a sister of David Reid, of Mersea Reid, and a brother of David Reid, Jr., of Mertownship. A family of seven children was born sea township. Mr. • Reid had fe,v educational
to this marriage, namely : Jane, the wife of Wil- advantages, the school at Blytheswood, the nearliam R. Coulter, a farmer of Mersea township, est point, being three miles distant, and the way

to

I:

I
l

I

j

I

_L

CO~IMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

thither a wild path in good weather and almost
impassable during the heavy snows of winter.
H is assistance was require9. from an early age
in helping to clear the farm, a tract of seventyfive acres, which he purchased in young manhood. Here he started farmiog for himself. lie
erected a comfortable brick dwelling, barns and
outbuildings, and made all the improvements
which transformed it into one of the valuable
properties in the neighborhood. Mr. Reid carried on general farming and stock raising and
made some very satisfactory progt·ess in the
growing of tobacco. This latter industry he
continued but a short time, although his land
seemed particnlarly well fitted to its growth.
lie abandoned its culture as a matter of principle, becoming convinced of the deleterious
qualities of the weed, and arguing that what
be would not use himself or encourage his children to make use of was something he could
not conscientiously sell to others. 'fhis has always been a characteristic of 1\Ir. Reid and
explains, in a way, the esteem in which he is
l1eld in his locality. On Lot 14 he bought 200
acres of land, half of which wns cleared, and on
which he resided until 1903, when he sold 100
acres to John Stevenson. IIe still owns 175
acres, which he has under cul tivation. By hard
work and strict attention to his business he
had at the time of his retirement from activity,
'
. a
accumulated
a fair competency. Purchasmg
fine dwelling on Askew st reet, Leamington,
which cost some $2,000, he settled down there,
although he retains his interest in the farm
and superintends its management.
In politics Mr. Reid is a stanch Liberal,
but is no seeker for office. For over thirty years
he has been steward of the Goldsmith :Methodist Church, was for many years a truste~, and
his interest in the Sunday-school was shO\Vn by
his service as teacher and superintendent. Tie
is a much beloved class-leader in the church ser' 'ices and is valued for his true Christian
character.
Mr. Reid was married Aug. 28, 1868, to
Phoebe Martha Williams, by Rev. John Hubbel, at Leamington. She was born at Trafalgar,
Ont., a daughter of Richard Williams, is a lady
of education and most lovable qualities, and bas
encouraged her husband in his ebmch work,
having been a member of the Ladies' Aid Society and of the Epworth League for many
years. Since coming to Leamington she has
belonged to the Willing Workers and t~e mis-
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sionary and benevolent societies of the Methodist Church.
Mr. and 1\frs. Reid have three chiluren, namely: Corden, who is engaged in farming at Clinton, Michigan, married Fannie Rind, daughter
of Dr. Rind, of Adrian, Michigan, and they have
t wo children, Ronald and Harold. Laura Jane,
who was educated in the local schools and at
. the Riclgetown Collegiate Institute, married
Adolphus Armstrong, son of Thomas Armstrong,
and they have six children, Olive Winters, Floyd
Carl, Lornc Clifford, Elva Jane, Martha and .
James. Everett Jefferson, who operates the
home farm, married Ethel May Mills, of Romney township.
WILI.J.uts. Richard Williams, father of Mrs.
Reid, was born March 14, 1825, on Simcoe
Island, Ont., a son of Wilson Williams. H is
mother died when he was three years old, and
from· the age of six years he earned l1is own
living. At this tender age he was bound out to
a resident of near Kingston, Ont. Although
promise had been made that he should have
educational advantages the promises were broken, and the youth remained with this dishonest
master until he was nineteen years of age. He
left him then and went to TrafalgaT township,
County of Ilalton, where he found employment
with farmers and led a happier life for some
years. Later he moved to Rainham township,.
where be farmed until 1858, and then came tothe County of Essex, locating in 1\lersea township, renting the Robert Lel\Iarsh farm. Subsequently he bought a farm in Concession ·6,
east of the Leamington side road, a tract of
fifty acres which he farmed until 1882, and
here he made many improvements which enabled
him to sell advantageously, since when he has
led a retired life. I n politics he is a Liberal,
while in religious connection be is a member
of the Methodist Church.
At Oakville, County of Halton, 1\Ir. Williams married · Elizabeth Howe, who was born
at Port Hope, a daughter of Peter H owe, an old
resident of that locality. Mr. anii l\lrs. Williams had a family of twelve children born to
them, namely: Julia Ann, wife of Thomas Wales,
of 1\Iersea township; Phoebe Martha, wife .of
James R eid; Hannah, wife of Henry Tnfflemire,
of Mersea township; Elizabeth, wife of George
Quinton; John, who died .aged fourteen years;
Rachel, who married (first) William Coulter,
and (second) George Bullock, of Mersea townslup; Henry, a farmer in ~Iersca township;
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orchards, all his surroundings, bespeak the i ndustry anu careful attention of the owner, and
he has expended several thousand dollars in the
improvement of his p1·operty, which shows excellent taste in arrangement and equally good
judgment in management, and is profitable beJOSEPH L. HILBORN is known all over cause he neglects no detail which would make it
the County of Essex as being foremost among so. His orchards are among the best kept in
the successful fruit growers and horticulturists the locality, and the thoroughness with which
or t hat region, and he is active not only as a l\Ir. Hilborn attends to everything is evident
in their fine condition at all times. Mr. Hilborn
practical grower himself, but also as a member
of the various associations for the promotion is ably assisted in his work by his foster son,
Alfred McLacblin, whom he has reared, and who
of such interests.
Mr. H ilborn was born May 3, 1858, in War- now has a one-third interest in the business.
Our subject is a prominent member· and director
wick township, County of Lambton, Ont., son
of Levi and Dorathea (Harvey) Hilborn, who · of the Fruit Growe1·s' Association of . Essex
are fully mentioned elsewhere. He was educated County, and also that of Ontario, and he takes
in the common schools of the vicinity of his a deep interest in the work of the association,
birthplace, and there grew to manhood, remain- having served as delegate to the convention held
ing with his parents on the homestea,d until the at Walkerton in 1902, at which he represented
death of his father, after which he took up agri- the fruit growers of the county in a most able
cultural pursuits there on his own account. He manner. lie is original jn many of his methods,
made extensive improvements on the place, devising new ways and means as well as improvwhich was successfully condncted under his man- ing old methods and adopting the best systems
agement until 1895, in which year he sold and of others. lie has attained a high reputation in
came to his present location in Mersea township, his chosen work, and is by no means "at the entl
County of Essex. Meantime, in addition to of his t ether '' yet.
1\fr. Hilborn was married, in the County of
raising general crops, he had become interested
in fruit growing, in which industry he was a Lambton, to Ella Lamb, a native of that county,
pioneer in this sect ion, and on purchasing his and . three children have blessed their uni<>n,
present home, a tract of fifty-four acres in the namely: Harold, who is at home; and two who
1st Concession, he planted twenty-five acres in died in infancy. The family attend the Methpeach trees. During the great frost of 1899 he odist Church at Leamington. Fraternally 1\lr.
was a heavy loser, but this did not discourage Hilborn is a member of the I. 0. F. lodge at
him, for he started in again the next season T;eamington, and in political faith he is a stanch
with renewed courage, and he is now one of Liberal. However, he gives all his time t o busi·
the largest and most successful peach growers ness, and is not a politician in any sense of the
in the county. He has made a deep study of word, though he takes a public-spirited interest
horticulture, and is one of the best informed in all that concerns the advancement of the commen in his section in that particular line, a fact munity in which he has his home.
which is apparent from the success of his venTHO:\IAS BATT EN. Ko history of the
tures. He engages extensively in the growing
of plums and other fruit as well as peaches, and prosperous farmers of Colchester North would be
finds a ready ma1·ket for his product all over complete without a mention of Thomas Batten,
the Dominion, a<> far north as Manitoba and who is located on I 1ot 30, Malden Road, and who
other sections of the Northwest. R e was the is one of the highly-esteemed · men of this secfirst in Mersea township to undertake the rais- tion. He was born Jan. 27, 1850, in Cornwall,
ing of early vegetables, grown under glass, and England, son of J ohn and Elizabeth (Smith)
he also finds markets for these products in On- Batten.
,John and Eli1.abeth (Smith) Batten were
tario, his crops being in demand in a number
both born in England, where they grew to maof places.
Mr. Hilborn bas shown himself to be a man turity and married. In 1870 they came to Canada,
of enterprise and progressive ideas in every and settled for two years at Darlington, comin~
branch of agriculture which he has followed, and then t o the County of Essex, to make their home
he is a leader in his special line. His home, his with their son, Thomas. Here the father died in
Isaac, a resident of Delray, ~Jichig!lo; Fidelia,
\nre of Robert \Vales, of Leamington; 'l'ennyson,
a resident of 'l'oronto; Anynetta, wife of Gordon Taylor, a resident of Oakesdale, Washington; and one that died in infancy.
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1902, aged seventy-seven years, and the mother
is still living, at the ripe old age of fourscore
years. Their children were: (1 ) Thomas. (2)
Mary, born in England, married (first) Benjamin F. Wright, and had six children, of whom
four are named, Leila, Mary B., Frank and Roy;
she married (second) Lafayette :Martin, and they
live in the State of I owa. (3) J ohn, a farmer
in Colchester North, married Rebecca Leitch,
and has children, George, Edith, Elizabeth,
Cephas, Albert, Eva and Clara. (4) William,
of 1'renton, Michigap, married Margaret Lippatt, and has seven children, William, Margaret,
J ennie, John, Hannah, Eliza and Thomas. (5)
Eliza is the wife of Richard 1\1ulcaster, of Colchester, and has no children. (6) Elizabeth is
the wife of Jacob Nelson, of the vicinity of Hamilton, Ont., and has a family.
Thomas Batten was educated chiefly in his
native land. In 1868 he came to Canada, and assisted his parents to join him two years later.
With persevering industry he worked on farms,
and providently saved his money, finally accumulating enough to enable him to purchase one
hundred acres of his present farm, which he later
increased to his present home of 200 acres. It
was well situated, all in one body, but unimproved. Since that the time the land has been
cleared and put under cultivation, and the farm
is now one to which those who take pride in the
fertile soil and the agricultural possibilities of
Ontario point with admiration, showing the results of good management, careful farming and
intelligent methods. l\Ir. Batten has made many
improvements and many are still in progress.
On Oct. 30, 1878, in Essex, l\1r. Batten was
united in marriage with Miss Eliza Jane Thornton, who was born in 1850, in this county, daughter of Thomas and Almira (IJitam) Thornton,
coming of an old pioneer family of the town of
Essex. 1\Irs. Batten died on the home farm in
1902, the mother of the following children:
J ohn, born in 1879, educated in the Essex schools,
after teaching two years in the county, is studying art in the University of Toronto; Eliza J .,
born in 1881, resides at home ; Edward was born
in 1885; Ida, in 1888; Wallace, in 1889, and
Clarence, in 1890.
·
Politically, Mr. Batten h as always been a
supporter of the Reform party. For the past
six years he has capably filled the office of sehool
trustee in Colchester North. He is a prominent
member of the Methodist Church, as was his
wife, belonging to the official board. Fraternally

L
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he is a Mason, and is connected with Essex
Lodge. lie is .one of the highly respected men
of Colchester North, and has lived a life entitling him to the esteem of all who have known
him. A dutiful son, a loving husband, a fond
father, kind neighbor, a trustworthy official and
an industrious business man, giving due thought
also to education and morality, is the opinion of
all men of 'fhomas Batten, of Colchester North.
'fuoMAS THORXTON, father of Mrs. Batten,
was a prominent· farmer and public official in
his locality, being a member of the township
council for many years. Fraternally he was a
:Master 1\fason. His death occurred on his farm,
near Essex, Dec. 25, 1892, at the age of seventy
years. Ilis widow resides in Gosfield North with
her yonngest daughter. They were members of
the Methodist Church. Their children were:
Richard, deceased; Maria, who married John
Squire, a farmer of Oxley, Ont.; Eliza Jane,
i\lrs. Batten; J ohn, deceased; Hester, who married John Humber, a farmer of Gosfi.eld North;
Nelson, a farmer of Gosfield North; Adolphus,
a lumber merchant at Morganfield, Kentucky;
Amelia, who married Frank Sweet, a. fanner of
Colchester N01·th; Nellie, living in Gosfield
North; Oliver, who married :Mary Kineon, and
is a farmer; and Ida, who married Albert Condon, a farmer in Gosfield North.
TIIO:\lAS PHILLIPS, a prominent farmer
and stock raiser of l\Iaidstone, County of Essex,
is situat ed on Lot 7, north of the 1\ii ddle Road.
Mr. Phillips was born l\Iay 22, 1837, at
Cobourg, County of Northumberland, a. son of
William and Rebecca (Watson) Phillips, the
former of whom was born in Wales, and the
latter in Londond-erry, Ireland. William Pbil.lips came to Cobourg when a young man,
and his wife's parents, James and Nancy Watson, also settled at Cobourg. There
Mr.. and Mrs. Phillips were married, and later
removed to Darlington, where he bought a farm
upon which he lived until his death in 1872.
Previously he had come to Maidstone and bought
a farm, with the intention of removing to his
son's neighborhood, but l1is last sickness overtook him before his plans were completed. Ilis
widow came to l\Iaidstone and lived with her
children until her death, in l\Iay, 1877. Both
were consistent and worthy members of the English Church, were people of the highest morality,
and were esteemed and beloved wherever J.:nown.
Their eight children were M follows: Thomas
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is mentioned below. Betsy, born in 1839, at
Cobourg, is the wife of J ohn Pipe, of Korwicb,
Ont., and they have three daughters. William,
born in 1841, is a t•esident farmer of Maidstone
Cross, and has a wife and family. J ohn, born in
Cobourg, married a l\liss 'White, of Sandwich,
and they settled in ~Iaidstone, where he died
Sept. 4, 1902, and his wife Kov. 18, 1902; they
are survived by one son, ·william, of Troy, :Michigan. J ames, bom in 18H in Cobourg, lives in
Birmingham, Michigan ; he is married and has
three daughters. Gilbert, born in 1846 at Darlington, resides in Elkhorn, Manitoba, and has
five sons. Isabella, born in 1848 at Darlington,
married Robert Bailey, of Troy, Michigan, and
t.hey have five children. Joseph, born in 18GO at
Darlington, married a !\!iss Kerr, of Chatham,
is a farnier in 1\Iaidstone, and has five children.
'fhomas Phillips was reared at Cobourg and
received only a limited education, working bard
through youth to assist in malting a comfortable
home for the family, all of the children being
younger than he. He grew up with habits of
thrift and industry which have continued with
him all through life, and in part exp~ain how,
from the indigence of his early surroundings,
he has become one of the prominent and well• fixed farmers and stockmen of this neighborhood. He has made his own way, laboriously
but honestly and with few advantages, being
now one of the most highly respected citizens of
his section. .
In April, 1866, Mr. Phillips married Annie
Rodd, who was born in January, 1836, in Cornwall, England, a daughter of Thomas and :Maria
(Hicks) Rodd. They were both born in Cornwall, where the father di~d in 1837, the year
following the birth of 1\frs. Phillips. Mrs. Rodd
afterward married William Roe, of England,
and in 1841 they came to Canada, where Mrs.
Roe died. Mrs. Phillips was the only child of
the first marriage. The two children of the
second union were: Jane E., the wife of William
Phillips, of 1\faidstone Cross; and John, who
died on the old home place at Darlington, where
his parents both died in 1871.
.After his marriage Mr. Phillips settled on 8
rented farm at Darlington, where he lived seven
years, when he bought a farm in Victoria
County upon which he lived for five years, selling it in 1879. Looking about for 8 good piece
or land, he selected his present f arm on account
of its good location, and now owns 200 acres,
160 of which he has cleared and placed under
a fine state of cultivation. At a later date he

purchased another farm, located in North Colchester, on the l\Ialden Road, where his son William II. resides; the latter; like his father, is one
of the progressive and successful farmers of his
part of the county.
The five children born to 1.1r. and Mrs. Phillips were as follows: 'William H., born in 1867
in Darlington, there married Elizabeth Sweet,
daughter of Francis Sweet, a prominent resident
of Colchester, and they have two children, Reta
D. and Lawrence J.; Laura A., born in 1869,
resides at home; J ohn, born in 1872, James, in
1875, and Charles, in 1878, are all at home.
Religiously both Mr. Phillips and his wife
are active members of the Methodist Church,
and are liberal in their contributions to its support. Politically he has always favored the Conservative party, but has never aspired to any
political office. lie has been among the most
progressive agriculturists of his neighborhood,
introducing new methods and modern machinery,
and has set a good example in the matter of
improving the grade of stock in Maidstone. Upright and honorable, he commands the respect
anJ esteem of all who know him and in every
way is a first-class citizen.
ISAAC JACKSO~, town clerk of Gosfield
North, and a farmer on Concession 8, Lot 14, has
been for nearly forty years a resident of the
Cou~ty of Essex, and is one of the self-made
men who began almost in the wilderness and
have grown up with the country into prosperity.
He was born in England, in Stockingford,
County of Warwick, Aprilll, 1844, son of John
and Elizabeth (King) Jackson.
J ohn Jackson was a native of England, born
in 1800, and his wife was two years his junior.
They were married in 1825 and continued to
make their home in that . country, where Mr.
Jackson worked as a carpent-er. Mrs. J ackson
died in 1857, and six years later l\1r. J ackson
emigrated to Upper Canada, which later became
Ontario, taking two of his sons with him, John
and Isaac. They came to Canada via Quebec,
stopped at Toronto for a time, .and then all
went to the copper mines on Lake Superior.
After a year and a half there all returned to
Canada and located on the present farm, where
they remained. J ohn and Elizabeth Jackson
had eight children, of whom three sons and one
daughter came at different times to Canada. (1) ·
Jacob and (2) Amos went to' I ndia, where Amos
died. Jacob, who was in the British army, is
still living. (3) Anna. was married to David
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Anderson, and they moved to Australia, which
is still their home. ( 4) Emma married George
Boffin and remained in England. (5) Mary A.
married J oseph Mallabone, and afterward came
to Canada, where she died. (6) J osiah married
in England, but came to Canada some years
after ltis father, and settled at Windsor, where
he is still living in retirement. His occupation
was that of a contractor and builder. lie bas
two children, Lucy and Herbert, the latter a
civil engineer at 1'\iagara. (7) John married
~Iiss :Mary Nixon, who was born in England,
but lived in 'l'oronto. They settled in Gosficld
on a farm, purchased when Mr. Jackson first
came to Canada in 1863, and the1·e he is still
living. His wife, who died in April, 1903, left
him five children, John, William, Lizzie, l\Iercy
and Annie. (8) Isaac is mentioned below.
Isaac Jackson was nineteen when he came to
Canada, and had received a good public-school
education iu Bnglaud. His fhst year in this
country was spent on a farm near Toronto,
after which be and his brother J ohn spent one
and one-half years at· Lake Superior, where
they earned sufficient to purchase ·their present
homes in Gosfield, at that time wild land owned
by the Canada Company. Both brothers cleared
up land, put up good buildings and ~ventually
made fine farms. Isaac J ackson has continued
to make his home on his property up to the
p resent time, with the exception of the two or
three years when he was bookkeeper in Walter
James's mills and lived in Cottam.
On May 2, 1869, Mr. Jackson made Miss
Alice E. Bruner his wife. She was born in Gasfield, Dec. 22, 1847, daughter of Abram and
Mary A. Bruner. The Bruners were of German
descent, and came from Kentucky to the County
of Essex in the early days. Mrs. Jackson became the mother of eleven children: (1) Grace
H., born in F ebruary, 1870, is the wife of James
Sinclair, a Scotchman, a business man of Minneapolis. Their only son is named James. (2)
Earnest E ., born in 1871, married Miss Marie J .
Crane, in 1898, and is an electrical engineer of
Rochester, New York, where they now live.
They have one son, Cecil, and one daughter,
Alice M. (3) Caroline l\I., born in 1873, is the
wife of P eter II. Clark, a lumberman of .Muskoka, Canada, and has four children, Alice, Jane,
Marcus and Tina. ( 4) Marcus, born in 1875,
was a student in the Essex high school, and is
now at the University of Toronto, preparing
for the ministry of the Church of England. He
had charge of a mission at the town of Rainy
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River during h is vacation in the year of 190!.
For a time he was a teacher. (5) Edith 0.,
born in 1877, is at home. (6) Cecil W.,
born in 1879, O\ms a farm in the 8th Conccs.<>ion
of Gosfield North. lie married Della ::\Iary
Lonsbury on Aug. 24, 1904.. (7) Alice 1\I. wos
born in 1881. (8) J oseph A., born in 1883, is a
student at Essex high school. ·(9) Winifred,
born in 1885, aud (10) Raymond A., in 1889,
are li\'ing at home. (11) Ralph, born in 1892,
is a student at Essex high schooL
Mr. Jackson and his famHy are all connected with Trinity Church, and are prominent in
church life and work. Mr. Jackson is a lay
delegate to the Synod of Huron, a worthy son
of his father, who was a lay reader appointed
by the first Bishop of Huron, and always conducted services in Trinity Church in the absence
of the minister. In his political belief he upholds the old Conservative party. In 1889 he
was appointed to his present position of clerk
of the township, which he fills most efficiently.
Mr. Jackson is a man of scholarly attainments,
and stands high among the well-ta-do and infiuential citizens of Gosfield North.
SEVERIN DUCHARME, one of the wellknown French-Canadians in the County of Essex, clerk of the Sixth Division Court and notary
public and justice of the peace of Belle River,
Ont., is a successful real-estate dealer and insurance agent. lie was born in the Parish of St.
Felix de Valois, County of J oliette, Quebec, Nov.
25, 1866. The Ducharme family is of French
descent, and the name has been identified with
the best interests of the County of Joliette for
many generations.
Ethicnne Ducharme, grandfather of Severin,
was a native of the parish of Ste. Elizabeth, in
the County of Berthier, and lived and died in
that section, a large land owner and farmer.
Pierre Ducharme, the father of our subject,
grew to manhood and received his education in
French, in his native home. There he married
Olive Farland, of Ste. E lizabeth parish, and they
settled in St. Felix de Valois, where he became
a land owner and farmer, · and remained until
1874, when he sold his property and brought
his family to Ontario, locating at Belle River,
in Rochester township. There he bought a tract
of 100 ·acres of bush land, on which he erected
a primitive log house, in which they lived four.
teen years, Mr. Ducharme meantime clearing
off his land, and making many improvements.
Death claimed him in July, 1889, and he was
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buried in the Belle River cemetery. He was a
Liberal in politics, and religiously was a con·
sistent member of the Catholic Church. His
wife is still living, and resides at Belle River,
and she, too, is a member of the Catholic Church.
Fourteen children were born to this couple,
seven of whom died in infancy. Those who
survived are as follows: John Baptist died in
1877, at Belle River; l\Iary L. married Louis La
Forest and resides in Belle River; Vila is a farmer of Rochester township; Louis is a retired
farmer of Belle River; J osephine married Francis. La Forest and lives in Belle River i Severin
and Jeremie reside in the village of Belle River.
Severin 'Ducharme was eight years of age
when the family came to the County of Essex,
and he attended the school at Belle River, tak·
ing a course in both French and English, fitting
himself for the profession of teaching. When
only eighteen he commenced to teach in both
French and English in Belle River, continuing
thus for two years, when he went to Montana
and became bookkeeper in a lumber mill owned
by Uni~ed States Senator Clark, the famous copper king. There he remained four years, and
then returned to Belle River and resumed his
school teaching in that place. After a term he
taught Union school No. 8, of Rochester, and No.
11 Tilbury, being instructor in both French and
English. He thus continued seven years, when
he engaged .in farming, in 1893 buying 138
acres of bush land, which he cleared and improved, and made into a very desirable farm.
In 1895 he was called upon to fill the position
of clerk of the township of Rochester, and for
seven years he ably discharged the duties of
that office. During his term of office he studied
cotnmercial law, and was appointed notary
public by the Provincial Government. I n 1902
he was appointed justice of the peace, which
office he still holds, and on Jan. 13, 1904, was
appointed clerk of the Sixth Division Court of ·
the County of Essex, Ontario. l\fr. Ducharme
is also an auctioneer for the County of Essex,
havi ng held a license to act as same since 1893.
Having devoted so many years of his life to
the profession of teaching, M:r. Ducharme is
naturally very deeply interested in educational
matt ers, and is now serving ably as secretary
and treasurer of the school board of No. 6
separate school, St. Joachim. Religiously he
and his family are prominent members of the
Catholic Church, and fraternally he is a member
of the C. M. B.· A. · of St. Joachim, and the
Canadian Order of Foresters, Court Olympic, of

· which he is secretary and treasur er; he is presi·
dent of '' La Societe des Artisans Caoadiens,'' of
Belle River. In politics he is a stanch Liberal,
and one of the leaders of his party in Roche:,.
ter township.
In January, 1891, Severin Ducharme mar.
ried 1\Iarie 1\fonsseau, who was born near God.
erich, County of Huron, in February, 1867, a
daughter of Narcisse and Julia (Ducharme)
Mousseau. Two childr·en have been born of this
happy marriage, Urbian and Cora.
F ew men have more influence in this locality
than l\lr. Ducharme. Possessed of great ability,
being well educated and well read, he has a
thorough grasp of current events, and thoroughly understands many questions. Both he and
his wife are cultivated, well educated people,
prominent socially and in their ehurch. Already
honored by his fellow townsmen, Mr. Ducharme
has a brilliant future before him, and whatever
it may be, those whom he r epresents may r est
assured that he will conscientiously and ably
discharge any and every trust reposed in him,
and maintain the prestige and rights of his
people.
CHAR!J'ES BRATT, now living retired on
his fine farm in Malden to\vnship, County of Essex, is one of the old and most highly-esteemed
residents of his locality, and belongs to one of
the most honorable county families.
Joseph Bratt, grandfather of Charles, was
born in Thorncliffe, England, where he died. H e
J oseph Bratt,
was a farmer by occupation.
father of Charles, was born Sept. 1, 1794, in
Staffordshire, England, where he married and
lived until after the birth of all his children. By
. occupation he was a farmer, and he was also entrusted with the care of three toll-gates between
London and Manchester. He married Hannah
Moss, of a neighboring family. In 1842, with
his family, Joseph Bratt took passage for New
York on a sailing-vessel, and after a voyage of
three months on the Atlantic Ocean, landed,
· on Easter Sunday, in the metropolis of the
United States. · From there the party 'made its
way to Toronto. They first settled near Detroit,
:Michigan, but four years afterward the father
bought a farm of 270 acres in Colchester South,
in the County of Essex, Ont. Later he r esided
in Sandwich, but his death occurred in Malden
township, at the age of eighty-nine years. His
widow died in Colchester, Sept. 4, 18~3, aged
seventy-six years: Their family consisted of the
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following-named children: Elizabeth, born April
17, 1820, married Dr. James.Hall, and rlied in
England in 1898; Thomas, born M:ay 1.- 1822,
died in Malden, unmarried, in October, 1901 ;
John, born April 1, 1824, lived in Amherstburg,
where he died .April 5, 1902; William, born June
18, 1826, died June 20, 1826; Joseph, born Aug.
6, 1828, lived in Sandwich, and died at the age
of forty years; George, born May 4, 1830, resides
in Malden, retired; William D., born March 5,
1832, died Dec. 29, 1840; Hannah D., born Oct.
13, 1834, married William Burnley, on the River
Front; Charles, of this sketch, born May 18,
1837 ; and J ames, born April 25; 1839, in Amherstburg.
J oseph Bratt met with success as a farmer,
and continued to manage his large holdings in
Colchester South until advanced in years, but
after the death of his beloved wife, he left Colchester and made his home with difl'eren t members of his family, by whom he was regarded
with the greatest affection and veneration. Both
he and wife were prominent members of the
.Methodist Church, and for a number o.f years
both were local preachers. For many years the
pious gatherings were held in private houses,
and in the neighborhood schoolhouses, and at
these meetings the religious faith and fervor of
Mr. and 1\frs. Bratt brought many to think of
the serious things of life, and exerted an infiuence widely felt. All through the southern part
of the County of Essex these faithful Christian
workers were known and beloved.
Under such home ·influences, Charles Bratt
was reared. He was born in Staffordshire, England, and was four years old when the family
came to Canada. Until he was eighteen years of
age, he put in his time in attending the local
schools and assisting on the home farp1, but being strong and well-qualified, he then began his
own career, commencing as a farmer on rented
land, first in Colchester South, and later in Malden township. Some thirty-six years ago he
bought forty acres of land, located in Lot 52, to
which he 'a dded fifty acres, in Lot 51, where he
has since made his home. His interests have
been altogether centred in farming, and his fine
estate shows the effect of careful management
and intelligent operation. His present bandsome and convenient residence, which was
erected some twenty-four years ago, was one of
the first brick houses built in l\Ialden township.
All Mr. Bratt's surroundings show thrift, and
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the tourist would immediately pick out his as
one of the best farms of this locality.
On the last day of December, 1862, Mr. Bratt
was united in marriage with Mary Parks, a
member of one of the old and prominent families
of the coun~y, and to this union were born these
children : Elma, who married Le Roy Ong, of
1\falden, and they have children, Everett, Emma
Rose and Mary Alice; Edward Hartshorn, who
carries on the homestead farm and who married
.Agnes Sellars, and bas children, Mable Eva,
Hazel Elizabeth, Martha Loretta, Charles Milford, Hershel and :Mary Catherine; John, who
died aged eight months; J oseph, who died aged
twenty years; Charles, who died aged fourteen
months; Thomas, who died aged eleven days;
Lydia, wife of Robert Dorsey, of Malden; and
Hannah Elizabeth, who died aged fourteen
months. M:r. Bratt and family all belong to the
Methodist Church, in which they are active members. I n politics Mr. Bratt is identified with the
Government party, as was his father. He is one
of the leading representative men of the township, esteemed for his sterling traits of character and beloved by his children and grandchildren.
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, a prosperous farmer
of M:aidstone, Talbot Road, County of Essex,
was born in the town of Cobourg, Northumberland County, east of Toronto, in January, 1841,
a son of William and Rebecca (Watson)
Phillips.
William Phillips, Sr., was born in England,
his wife in Londonderry, Ireland, and be came
to Canada when a boy. There he grew up and
married. His wife was the daughter of James
Watson, who came from Ireland, purchased a
farm near Darlington, Canada, and there died
in 1856. The elder William Phillips settled at
Cobourg for a time, and then removed to Darl- ·
ington, where his death occurred in 1875. After
this event his widow, with her famil.i, removed
to Maidstone, and settled on a farm which had
been purchased but a short time before his demise, and which was to have been his future
home, had not the hand of death cut short
his career. Upon this property the widow died
in 1880. Both parents were members of the
Methodist Church, and good, earnest, Christian
people. They had a family of eight children :
(1) Thomas was born· at Cobourg in 1837, and
after his marriage to Miss Ann Rodd, of Dadington removed to Essex· County, settling · in
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Maid!:itone, where they and their family now
reside. (2) Elizabeth was born in 1839, and
married l\Ir. John Pipe, now a retired farmer,
residing in Norwich, Ont.; they have three
daughters-Sarah J., wife of James Coulter,
reeve of Colchester, Essex County; J osepbine,
· wife of William Sangster, of Woodstock; and
Oda at home in N'orwich. (3) William is ment ioned below. (4) John, the fourth child of
William Phillips, Sr., born in 1843, mar1·ied
:Miss Matilda White, a daughter of former
Councillor White, of Colchester; she died
leaving one daughter, Burnice, now deceased,
His second wife was a 1\Irs. Lainglo, now
deceased, and she left one son, William.
1\Ir. Phillips died on his farm in Maidstone
in 1902. William, son of J ohn, who was
only a child when his father died, now
resides with his aunt in 1\Iichigan. (5) James,
born in 1846, married ?lliss Isabella McDowell,
of !\faidstone, and they have three daughters,
Ethel, E dith, and Ireen. They now live retired,
at Birmingham, l\1ichigan. (6) Gilbert, born in
1849, married ~!iss Juelietta Bailey, of E ssex,
and they now reside at Elkhorn, Manitoba, with
their five sons, William, Leonard, VictOr, Waldo
and Earnest. (7) Isabella, born at Darlington
in 1851, is now the wife of Robert Baily, a successful farmer of Troy, Michigan. They have
the following family-Gertrude (Mrs. Louis
Grailey, of Pontiac, Michigan), Clara and Arvilla, at home, and William and Alton. (8)
J oseph, born in 1854, married l\1iss Margret
Kerr, of Chatham, and they reside on the old
homestead. They have the following familyRoy, Percy, Ada, James and Gertrude.
William Phillips, the third in order of birth
in his parents' family, was born at Cobourg, but
early in life went to live with his uncle and
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Stevens, well-knO\vn
and prosperous farming people of Darlington,
who having no family, had taken a special liking
for William. Here he was reared as their son,
receiving his education in Darlington, and 'vas
suitably rewarded by them when he left. In
1868 he married Miss Elizabeth J. Rowe, a very
highly esteemed young lady, who was born at
Darlington Sept. 15, 1849, and educated there.
She was the only daughter of William Rowe,
who married Mrs. Mariah (Hicks) Rodd, both
of whom were born in Devonshire, England,
where -they were reared and married, both coming from old and respected families. In 1842
they came to Darlington, and there Mr. Rowe
made his per.manent home. In the early part

of his married life l\Ir. Rowe was a prosperous
farmer, anu later he retired from agricultural
pursuits. In 1896, when his death occurred, it
was grievously" felt by all, not only those nearest
and dearest to him, but by all who had the
pleasure of his acquaintance. H is kind and genial disposition, and the ever ready aid he so
abundantly bestowed on those less fortunate
than himself, made him beloved by all. H is
wife passed away in 1874, leaving one daughter,
Miss Annie Rodd, by her first husband, and one
daughter (Mrs. Phillips) by her second husband,
l\1r. Rowe, and one son, John Rowe, who was.
born in England in 1841. He marr ied Miss
Mary Diamond, of Canada, and they settled
on the old Rowe homestead, where he died in
1891, leaving a widow and the following family:
Georgina, William, Myrtle, Lillian, John, Agatha
and Uretta.
Mrs. Phillips was reared at her father's
home, where she received a good education.
ITer parents were consistent members of the ·
Methodist Church, and she was reared in that
faith, being now, with her family, connected
with the church of that denomination.
After his marriage Mr. Phillips engaged in
farming in Darlington, but later he moved to
1\fariposa, Victoria County, where he purchased
a farm near the town of Lindsay, and here he
spent over fourteen years of married life before coming to Essex County. I n 1889 :Mr. Phillips rented his farm in Mariposa and moved to ·
Essex. Here he farmed four years, and then
entered the Naylor Roller Mills, wher e he remained for over eight years. I n 1901, owing
to failing health, Mr. Phillips severed. his connection in the Roller 1\'fills, and again returned
to the quiet of farm life, purchasing "Ormonde,'' the present picturesque country home,
in :Maidstone. Three daughters were born to
Mr. and Mrs. Phillips. The eldest, Id.a J., was
born in Darlington, and after she moved to Essex was married to William G. Hensman, son of
the late David Hensman, of Essex County. :M:r.
and Mrs. Hensman and their one little daughter,
Yula, now reside on their farm near the town of
Essex. Mabel E. was born in the township of
Mariposa, near the town of Lindsay, but was
educated in the schools of Essex County, attending the Essex high school ; she is a most accomplished young lady. Edna A., the youngest of
the family, was also born in Mariposa, near t he
town of Lindsay; she also has been educated in
the schools of Essex County, and is a very bright,
talented, young lady.

.· ...... .
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The political views of Mr. Phillips make him
a Conservative, although he has never been an
office-seeker. ]'raternally he is a member of the
Onler of Chosen l!'riends of Essex. Mr. Phillips
has firmly established himself in the confidence
of the community, and his word is taken as an·
other's bond. He is a public-spirited, enterprising citizen, highly esteemed by all who have the
pleasure of his acquaintance, for his kindly disposition and honest, upright conduct in every
walk of life. Since locating in Essex County he
has made many warm friends, and is active in
eYt.>rything that promises to result in good to the
community at large. Such men as he set a most
excellent example to the younger generation.
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'l'he biographer is permitted to here reproduce
several extracts. The following is from the
Leamington News :
":Uir. George E. Morse died Monday, Sept.
7, 1903, at 7 p.m. This young·man was much
beloved and respected by a wide circle and he
l eaves a place in the family and in the community which is hard to fill. He liked farm work and
could not be restrained from it by his friends,
even up to a couple of months ago, although he
l1ad been long ailing, and two and a half years
ago high medical authority had pronounced his
sickness to be Bright's disease, a~d incurable. He
bore up with so much cheerful energy that it was
hoped until lately that, in spite of adverse -medical opinion, his youth and otherwise good constiNELSON DELOS MORSE, one of the well- tution would win; but, alas, it was not to be.
'.'He had been for many years a .member of
known and prog1·essive agt·iculturists of :Mersea
the Methodist body, and was unwearied in
township, County of Essex, was born :May 6,
League and other church work, and widely
1857, on the 1st Concession in that township, a
son of George A. 'Morse, a well-known citizen of known for his unobtrusive activity in every
moral movement. !lis short life was filled with
Leamington.
good works and high aspirations, and it is not
Xelson D. l\Iorse was educated in the local ended by death, but, rather, exalted to higher
schools and was r eared on his father's farm, spheres. ' This mortal has put on I mmortality.'
where he remained until the age of twenty-three It is very hard for his parents to miss his dutiyears, becoming practically acquainted with all ful, helpful and affectionate ministrations, and
kinds of agricultural labor. Thus prepared, he
for his brother to part with a kind guide and
started farming for himself, securing a tract of companion, as he had been from his cradle. But
fifty acres on Lot 4, Concession 3, adjoining his such is the lot of humanity, and it is idle to waste
father's farm. Here he has remained, following
energy in vain regret. His mind was clear to
a general line of farming, raising fine stock and the last and his faith triumphant.
growing tobacco. He has taken great pride in
''The funeral took place at 2.30 at the church.
his SUl'rOtmdings and bas made many substantial The Epworth League attended in a body and
improvements in the way of commodious build- · filled one side of the church. The service was
ings, fencing, and planting of orchards and conducted by l\1r. Locke, who spoke as pastor,
shrubbery.
and a number of other ministers· were in attendOn Nov. 5, 1879, 1.11-. Morse married, in Leam- ance, those noted being Mr. Ball, Mr. Olivant,
ington, Ont., Mary F. Simpson, who was born in ~fr. l\Iilson and Mr. Ford, who, by invitation of
Tilbury East, a daughter of Peter and Sarah H. 1\Ir. Locke, gave an address, founding it on the
(Russell) Simpson.
She is a lady of culture t ext : 'Be ye steadfast.' The pall-bearers were
and refinement, an exemplary wife and mother, neighbor youths, his companions, namely:
and a most consistent member of the Methodist Messrs. Liddle, Dresser, L ebo, Cook, Otten and
Church. The death of the eldest son, George E., \Vagner. Everyone was anxious to show good- ·
has been the only affliction which has visited this will and regard, and the coffin was hidden in
very happy family circle. The second son, Staf- flowers. There were two large family wreaths,
ford M., still survives, as does Lillian May, an one a gift from the League, one from 1\fiss Scofadopted daughter. Mr. Morse is one of the trus- fin, one from Miss Selkirk, and one from Mrs.
tees of the Methodist Church at Leamington. In
Thomas Smith, and many others. The funeral
politics he is a Liberal.
procession of carriages and on foot was one of
the largest we have ever seen. The hymns sung
That the death of a young man of so noble a
character as the late George E. Morse brought were from ihe Leagae hymn book. The age of
grief not only to his family, but also to the com- the deceased was twenty-two years and eight
munity, was plainly indicated by articles which months."
This beaut iful tribute was supplemented by
appeared in the public press of ~he township.
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the following notice, which appeared in the · this large estate. Ile was buried in Romney townLeamington Post of the same date:
ship. In politics he was a Reformer. Religious"The announcement of the death of George ly he belonged to the Methodist Church. lie marE. 1\Iorse, oldest son of l\Ir. and Mrs. Nelson D. ried Ann Willan, who also died on the home farm
Morse, and grandson of George A. Morse, of and was buried in the Romney cemetery, and of
J;eamington, was heard with profound regret. their large family, Peter, the fourth child, was
The others were:
The incidious approach of Bright's disease was the father of l\1 rs. Moise.
so secretive that, although he had been unwell John and Thomas, deceased; Mary, who died unfor nearly three years, it was not until a few married; Esther, widow of William Russell, livweeks ago that immediate death was appre- ing at I.Jeamington; Elizabeth, wife of William
hended. Aged twenty-two years and eight Hodgeson ; David, living on the old homestead
months, he hau only arrived at early manhood, in East Tilbury; George, who died in Manitoba;
and his death seems peculiarly sad. He had been, Margaret, wife of George Howe, of Manitoba ;
for several years, a consistent member of the William, residing in Romney t ownship; and
Methodist Church, and an active worker in the Maria, wife of Michael Ellison, of Vancouver,
Epworth League. H is life and earnest labors for british Columbia.
Peter Simpson was born and reared in E ast
the good of mankind, his willing resignation .and
the buoyant, cheerful spirit which sustained him, Tilbury township, was educated in the public
and his comforting words to his nearest relatives schools, and learned the shoemaker trade at 1\Iorin view of the approaching separ ation, were peth, where he followed it for some time. L ater
most effective sermons. A father, mother, one he settled down to farming on a tract of fifty
brother, Stafford 1\l., and a sister, Lilly l\1ay, acres, a part of the home farm, which he operalso a large circle of relatives and friends, mourn ated up t9 the time of his death, which was
his loss. The esteem and respect in which he was caused by an accident, May 5, 1865. He was
held was well manifested by the attentions of driving from his home to that of his father, with
neighbors and friends, church members And an invalid sister, when a thunderstorm came up,
young people of the Epworth League, both dur- during which he was felled by a stroke of lighting his illness and through all the sad rites at ning. His remains r est in the family cemetery
. last. The casket was covered, and the house fair- at Romney. In polities he was a member of the
ly crowded with floral tributes. The funeral to Liberal party. lie was particularly prominent
the Methodist Church was a very large one. The in religious and moral work of all kinds, a conmembers of the Epworth League occupied the sistent member of the Methodist Church, and a
pews on the right side of the pulpit. Six far- leader in the society of Sons of Temperance.
mers' sons carried the casket: :Messrs. Liddle,
In East Tilbury, Sept. 27, 1854, at the Russell
Cook, Dresser, Otten, Lebo and \Vaguer.
homestead, Mr. Simpson married Sarah H. Rus"Rev. 1\fr. Locke, the pastor, spoke most ef- seH, who was born in 1\:lersea township, daughter
f ectively of the influence of such a life as that of Isaac and E lizabeth (Watson) Russell, the
of the departed, and applied the lesson in par- former of Westminster, and the latter of Durticular to his young friends. Also, Revs. Baugh, ham, England. Both have passed away and rest
Long, Millicent and Ford took part in the ser- in the Romney cemetery. The mother of 1\Irs.
vices. The remains wer e interred in Lake View Morse resides in Leamington, where she is a
cemetery, and friends returned to their homes valued member of the Methodist Church. H er
feeling that their lives would always be better, children were as follows: Cecilia E . died March
and Heaven nearer, through the influence of the 7, 1864 ; Clara A., wife of Thomas Iler, died
one who had been removed to that better April 1, 1902; Mary F. married Nelson D.
sphere. ''
Morse; and Ada S. is the wife of Charles Smith,
·
Sn.tPSON. The Simpson family, to which of Leamington.
Mrs. Morse belongs, is an old and honored one
REV. THEOPHILE MARTIN, pastor of the
ot old England. Peter Simpson, her grandfather, was born in Yorkshire, England, and in Church of the I.Ioly Redeemer, at Staples, in Tilyoung manhood came to Canada, locating on the· bury West t ownship, County of Essex, "\vas born
shore of Lake Erie, in Tilbury East township, March 29, 1877, in Dover township, County of
County of Kent. There he became the owner of Kent, son of Levi Martin.
Levi Martin, a · weU:known agriculturist of
300 acres of land, and engaged extensively in
fa~ming, spending the remainder of his life on
Dover township, is a native of the Province of
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Quebec, born May 26, 1847, at St. Jacques le
Mineur, in the electoral district of Laprairie, and
his father, Toussaint Martin, was a f armer in
that section. He attended the local schools, and
was but thirteen when he left home to make his
own way in the world. He went to Ontario,
where he worked as farm boy, continuing in this
line until his marriage, after which he took up
agricultural work on hjs own account. He settled in Dover township, County of Kent, where
he bought a tract of 150 acres, and, clearing up
his land, has since been prosperously engaged in
general farming. His home is on Lot 12, in Concession 7.
l\Ir. Martin married Caroline Faubert. daughter of Peter l<'aubert, of the County of Kent, and
they became the parents of· nine children, two
of whom died in infancy. Of the others, Helena
married Theodore Metivier, and they reside near
Bay City, 1\fichigan ; Melanise married Joseph
Barrette, of Dover township; Nelson married
Bella Bachand, and they reside in Dover township; Theophile is mentioned below; Joseph, who
married Zelie Poissant, is a farmer on the old
homestead in Dover township; Henry married
Josephine Cambelle, and they reside on a farm
in Dover township; Mary is yet single, and living with her brother Joseph and sister-in-law.
The parents still occupy the old homestead, and
they are among the most respected citizens of
their locality. '!'hey are devout members of the
Roman Catholic Church, and Mr. Martin is a
!Jiberal in political sentiment. All of his children are a credit to him and doing well for them·
selves, and he has every reason to feel proud of
his family.
·
Father Martin was born and reared on tho
farm. He attended the public schools of his native township up to the age of thirteen years,
when he entered St. Theresa College, where he
:spent six years, taking a thorough classical
course. Continuing his studies at Sandwich College, he there. pursued a two years' course in
philosophy, graduating, and then became a student in the Grand Seminary at Montreal, where
he spent three years and three months preparing for the priesthood. On the completion of his
theological course he was ordained priest in St.
Philip's Church, at Big Point, by Bishop l\IcEvay, of the London Diocese, in 1901, and said
his first mass in that church. For the past two
years he has officiated as priest at the Church of
the Holy Redeemer at Staples, where he was appointed to succeed Father Colin, and where he

has won high praise, not only from his own
church, but from all denominations, by his faithfulneHS and efficiency. His modesty, his charitable disposition, and his devotion to the duties
of his sacred calling have endeared him to the
congregation of over four hundred communicants of which he is the head, and he also attends the mission at Leamington the fourth Sunday of every month. He likewise visits Kingsville and Wheatley. The beautiful little Church
of the Holy Redeemer is a brick structure built ·
in 1900 at a cost of $3,000, and the parishioners
have shown their zeal in the welfare of their
spiritual guide and the good financial condition
of the parish by erecting a comfortable parsonage, which cost $1,000. Personally Father Martin is a man of learning and piety, well adapted
for the work he has chosen. He is independent in
political matters, voting for the candidates who,
in his judgment, seem ·best adapted to the office
to be filled. '
A. C. l\IAILLOUX, clerk of Anderdon township, is of French ancestry, but for several generations the family has lived in Canada and is
now thoroughly identified with the County of
Essex.
Members of the family of Mailloux came
from France in the beginning of the nineteenth
century and took part in the War of 1812. The
first to settle in Ontario was Charles, grandfather of A. C., who came thither from Montreal
and made his home for a number of years in
Windsor, where his death occurred. He was one
of the founders of the first Catholic church
in Sandwich.
Charles Mailloux left two
sons and one daughter: ( 1) Jacques, the eldest,
born in Stony Point, County of Essex, married
and settled in 'Vindsor for some time, thence
moving to Anderdon, where he still resides; he
has had three children, Annie (deceased), Eugene and Amanda.
(2) Emily, born in 1836, ,
married Remie J auniss, and died at the old
:Mailloux homestead at Windsor, leaving a family of six children, Edmund, Theophile, Daniel,
Alexander, Hedwidge and Arthemise (deceased).
(3) John Baptist is father of A. C.
John Baptist Mailloux was born in Stony
Point in 1833, and grew· to manhood in the County of Essex, being educated in the Sandwich
schools. He followed farming at the old homestead until after his marriage, when he purchased a farm on the town line between :Malden
and Anderdon, where he cleared up the land on
which is his present home. Mr. Mailloux was
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twice married, his first wife being Miss Emily
Bastien, born in Amherstburg in 1843, d!aughter of Augustine Bastien, and a descendant of
an old French family who settled in that place
at a very early day. Mrs. 1\Iailloux died at the
family home in 1870, leaving two children, A. C.
and Samuel, and later 1\Ir. Mailloux married
Henrietta Ouellette, of Anderdon, and they have
had four children, Albert, Alice, Mary (deceased) and Eleanor. Samuel Mailloux married
Miss Louise Damm, of County Essex, where they
reside, and has a family of four children, Louise,
Frank, Alma and Marie.
A. C. Mailloux was born in Malden township,
Oct. 20, 1864, and received his early education
in the Amherstburg schools. Later he finished
at Assumption College, Sandwich. In his early
manhood he clerked ic Amherstburg for several
years, and. then began farming. After renting
a place for some time, he gave that up acd in
1902 purchased his present home on the river
front, in Anderdon.
.
In 1888 Mr. )failloux married Miss Annie
Whalen, who was born in the t ownship of Anderdon, County of Essex, in 1863, daughter of Bernard Whalen. Mr. \Vhalen came from I reland
and settled in Anderdon, where he died, leaving ·
a family of two sons and three daughters. Mrs.
]Iailloux was reared and educated in the township of Anderdon, County of Essex. She has
borne her husband a family of five children,
viz.: Amelia, born in 1890 ; Lillian, in 1892;
Irene, in 1896; Charles, in 1898; and Hazel, in
1900.
Mr. Mailloux has generally been identified
with the Conservative party in politics, and has
taken a somewhat active part in public affairs.
F or twelve years he has been secretary and treasurer of School Sections Nos. 3 and 4, in Anderdon. In 1897 he was elected clerk of the township, and ha.<> since then filled that position most
acceptably. Religiously the family are connected
with the Catholic Church. l\1r. Mailloux represents the London Loan Real Estate Company ·
in the County of Essex, and has done a considerable amount of business for them. Although
scarcely in the prime of life even yet, Mr. Uailloux has won a prominent place in the community for himself, and his continued success in the
future seems assured.
THEODORE M. Sl\IITH, locomotive engi.
neer for the llfichigan Central railroad, is descended from Scotch-English ancestry, and the
first of whom ~here is any definite data was his

grandfather, Jacob Smith, a native o£ New York
State, where he was born 1767. He married Hannah Rodgers, and later settled in llalfmoon
township, Saratoga County, New York, where he
owned a fine farm and there died, May 23, 1832,
at the age of sixty-five years. To Jacob Smith
and his wife were born sons as follows : Gilbert,
J acob, Stephen R. and Isaac.
Isaac Smith, the father of Theodore M., was
born in Saratoga County in 1802. He settled
on the estate left by his father. In due time he
married Rachel Morris, who was born in Halfmoon township in 1805, the daughter of H oyle
l\Iorris, and died in 1842, the mother of the following family: Mariah, Gilbert, Jacob, Hannah
and 1'heodoro M. After the death of his first
wife Isaac Smith married Mary Myers, and to
their union were born three children: Rachel,
J ohn K. and Margaret A. Mr. Smith survived
until 1870.
Theodore l\1. Smith was born in Halfmoon
township, Saratoga County, New York, Feb. 25,
1838, on the old homestead, where he remained
until he was eighteen years of age, at which time
he began the battle of life for himself. For eighteen months he worked as a clerk, and then he
entered a planing-mill at West Troy, New York,
thus continuing until 1863, when he engaged as
fireman on the New York Central railroad. He
continued with this road three years, when he
removed to Racine, Wisconsin, and was employed
on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad.
Soon after, however, he was offered a position on
the Chicago & Nortp Western road, which he accepted, and in July, 1867, he was placed in
charge of an engine on the peninsular division.
Until 1873 he remained with this road, but he
then removed to Detroit, and in 1874 engaged as
engineer on the steamer "Transfer," at Amherstburg. After about three years in this capacity he went into the roundhouse at that place
as engine dispatcher, and in 1884 located at
Windsor. In 1886 he became locomotive engineer for . the Michigan Central Railroad Co., on
the Canadian Southern division.
I n 1871 l\Ir. Smith married Christine Leddy,
of Detroit, and to their union were born the following child1·en : Willard; Chester F ., clerk for
the Michigan Central Railroad Co. ; and Thornton, a clerk in Detroit. In politics M'r. ·smit h
affiliates with the Reform party. The entire
family attend the Methodist Church and take an
active part in its good work. Fraternally Mr.
Smith is a Mason and an Odd Fellow. He is an
industrious, hard-working, upright man, one who
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Fanny B., Pearl, Robert, J ohn and George.
Sarah J., born Jan. 30, 1857, married J ohn Wilson, of Maidstone, and they have three children,
WILLIAM A . 'l'OTTEN, a prominent far- William, Clifford and Carrie L. Thomas, born
mer of Maidstone, County of E ssex, living on the Feb. 19, 1859, married Harriet Cohoe, of BrantMiddle Road, Lot 17, Soutll, was bom on that ford, and has three children, Kenneth, Thomas
property, l\Iay 26, 1861, son of W illiam and and Donald; they reside on a portion of the old
Grace (Stokes) 'l'otten, pioneers of Maidstone. homestead, which he aided in clearing, and u pon
William 'l'otten, Sr., was born in Ireland, it he et·ected a comfortable house and good barns
April 13, 1818, a son of Thomas and Mary Tot- and other outbuildings. William .A.., our subten, who died in Ireland. H e came to Canada in ject, was born l\Iay 26, 1861. Eliza G.,
born in December, 1863, married Oliver Plant,
.18-.1:0, when a young man, and July, 1846, married Miss Grace Stokes, who was born in London, one of the successful farmers of Maidstone, and
has children, Ella, Walter J., Stanley, Ernest
England, Nov. 6, 1826, a daughter of J ohn and
Elizabeth Stokes, who came to the County of Es- and William. J oseph J ., born March 6, 1866,
sex in 1833, and settled on wild land near Maid- married Miss Catherine Taylor, and they re~de
stone Cross, where they lived until the war of in Gosfield North, ·on the town line; they have
the Rebellion in Canada. They then moved to three children, Russel, Florence and l<'rederick.
William A. 'rotten was reared upon the h omeSandwich, and 1\lr. Stokes furnished the army
with meat, he being a butcher by trade. Still stead, and has ably assisted his mother in erecting new buildings and in every way improving
later he moved to Amherstburg, where he furnished the army at the fort with meat f or several their property, which is r ecognized as one of the
best farms in this locality. On Dec. 20, 1893,
years. After the war he settled on a farm in
Gosfield, where he Jived some years, and then lo- l\fr. Totten was happily married to Miss Sarah
cated at Sandwich, and there his wife died on J. Ellis, daughter of Samuel and Eliza J. EJiis,
Christmas Day, 1851; he died in 1853. Tl1ey old and prominent pioneers of Maidstone, wlto
had four childt·en·: J olm Stokes, bot·n in Eng- came from England. 1\lr. and l\:1rs. Totten have
land, died at Amberstburg, leaving a family. five children: Clarence J., born in 1894; William
Nancy StOkes married Richard Rouston, of Maid- E., born in 1896; Samuel E., born in 1898;
Edith Gt·ace, born in 1902, and E mma F., born
stone, and both are deceased; they left a fam·
ily. Jeffrey Stokes, bprn at London, England, in 1903.
Religiously Mr. Totten and his wife are acwas killed when a boy by a runaway team. Grace
Stokes, Mrs. Totten, was the youngest of the f am- tive members of the :Methodist Church, of which
ily, and was educated in tbe Sandwich schools. the elder 1\fr. and 1\frs. Totten were consistent
After their marriage she and her husband set- members f or many y ears. P olitically the entire
Totten family have .always been identified with
tled on a farm in Gosfield for a time, and later
moved to Sandwich, where M:r. Totten worked the Liberal party , and are prominent in its
councils. William Totten, Sr., served several
as a butcher with his father-in-law, Mr. Stokes.
Remaining with Mr. Stokes until the spring of years as councillor for the township of :Maid1852, he then came to Maidstone, where he stone. When he died, in 1865, his wife was left
bought and cleared up the homestead bearing his with a large family, to struggle along as best she
name, and upon this property be died in No- might, the eldest son, Thomas, being then but a
vember, 1865, leaving a wife and family. The boy. In time Thomas and William assumed
following children were born to himself and charge of the farm, and worked like men t o assist
wife: J ohn, born l\Iay 17, 1847, died 1\farch 8, their adored mother, who is a woman of unusual
1848. Mary, born Sept. 10, 1848, married John strength of character , possessed of excellent executive ability and thrifty habits. The sons, as
\Villcox, who resides in Rochester, on a farm,
and they have children-Oliver, Lucinda, Edith they grew older, continued to assist their mother,
and E lla. Elizabeth, born in October, 1850, and have the satisfaction of knowing that to-day
this property is one of which .any farmer might
died at the age of eighteen years. Rachel, bor n
in August, 1852, now deceased, married Fred well be proud. · When the father died the land
Robinson, of County E ssex; they bad no chil- was only partially cleared, the home was built
dren. Drucilla A., born Aug. 1, 1854, married - of logs, and there were no comforts. The sons
Robert Kerr, and resides in North Dakota; they went sturdily to work to change things, and sucliave seven children living, Reginald, Grace M., cess crowned ~heir effort~, although not until ·
enjoys the confidence of his employers and the
good-will of a large circle of friends.
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they had spent many. weary days in the fields.
In time two new houses, with barns and necessary
out-buildings, went up on the property, the land
being divided so that each son has a good home.
. Mrs. Totten has reared a family which is a
great comfort to her. She is proud of her energetic and successful sons and capable daughters,
all of whom she has seen married and established
in homes of their own, while her grandchildren
are the delight of her loving heart. Although
advanced in years, Mrs. Totten is very active,
and takes a deep interest in the details of the
farm work. I n her church and in the community, as well as among her home circle, Mrs. Totten is greatly beloved, and is held up as an example for others to pattern b_y.
·
GEORGE A. BOUTEILLER, Chief Officer
of Excise and Inland Revenue for Windsor District, with offices at Walkerville, County of Essex, is descended from French and English ancestry. He is a great-great-grandson of Frederick Bouteiller, a Huguenot, who was born in
1740 in Montbeliard, France, was married in
1765, and died in 1785. His son, Antoine Bouteiller, died in 1835, and his son, Pierre Antoine
Bouteiller, grandfather of George A., was born
in 1793, in France, and died in 1879, in Detroit.
I n France he married Catherine Dormoy, and in
1838 came with his family to Detroit. He purchased farming· land on the Grand River Road,
now included within the corporate limits of that
city, and there he and his wife passed their lives,
Mrs. Bouteiller dying in 1878, Mr. Bouteiller in
1879. They had a family of three daughters and
one son, namely: Mary Ann, Catherine, Louise
and Frede1·ick Pierre, the latter the father of
our subject. In 18-15 ~Iary Ann married Francis
Chevillot, of Detroit, where she resides with
many descendants. Catherine married William
Bodwin, of Kew Baltimore, Michigan, in 1850,
and has seven sons and two daughters, living in
different parts of the United States, Chicago,
Duluth, St. Paul, etc. Louise married Charles
F. Cornette, in 1852, and died in 1856, leaving
two sons, one, Capt. E. Cornette, residing in D~
troit, with a large family; the other son, Charles,
died in 1902, leaving one son in Detroit.
Frederick Pierre Bouteiller was born in 1835
in France, and was but three years old when
brought by his parents to Detroit. · There he
grew to manhood and learned surveying, and his
education was not neglected, for before he \vas
.eighteen years old he had had two years in the

classics and other studies at the University of
l\Iichigan, and by his eighteenth birthday had
qualified as a t eacher. H e taught school in Detroit until the outbreak of the Civil War, when
he enlisted, becoming a private soldier in t he 5th
Michigan Infantry. · Six: months later he was
commissioned as a lieutenant, and soon afterward became captain. He served faithfully and
bravely, being at Chancellorsville, Fredel'icks~
burg, the siege of Richmond, Gettysburg, etc.,
and in the commissariat at Brownsville, Texas,
in 1865-66. He was mustered out in 1866 with
the rank of captain, which he had held for some
time. H is accumulated savings. were loaned to
a capitalist of·Belle River, who failed to repay,
and Capt. Bouteiller was obliged to take in retu.r n the lumber mills belonging to the debtor.
'rhis explains his coming to Ontario. From 1869
he operated the mills at Belle River until the
timber in the locality was exhausted, and then
he engaged in a furniture business' until 1880,
after which he.was occupied with real estate and
conveyancing, and as notary public, owning
considerable property in Belle River village. I n
Detroit he also served as a notary public, and in
1873 was elected reeve of Rochester township,
serving until 18i 8. He was tlie first reeve of the
municipality of Belle River, serving in that ca•
pacity thirteen consecutive times, and in 1891
was elected warden of the County of Essex. He
died Dec. 24, 1903.
Capt. Bouteiller was twie.fl married. In 1860
he married Emily Victoria Gillett, of Detroit,
daughter of J. H. T. A. Gillett, of Livingston
County, 1'\~w York, and sister of Thaddeus K.
· Gillett, prosecu~ing attorney of Detroit and
Wayne County from 1866 to 1870. J. H. 'r. A .
Gillett 'was the son of J ohn Gillett, an American
officer in the War of the Revolution. Mrs. Bouteiller was born in 1840, and died in 1896, leaving one son, George A. The captain's second
marriage was to Miss Margaret Mero, of Tecumseh, and three children came to this union, Frederick P., William V. and Harold Joseph.
George A. Bouteiller was born Oct. 14, 1861,
in Detroit, and attended the public schools of Detroit until 1870, after which he was in school at
Belle River a short time and graduated from the
Detroit University in 1876. I n 1877 b'e entered
the Excise department, beginning at the bottom
in Hiram Walker's distillery, Walkerville, and
· has worked his way up until he is now at the head
of the Excise department for Windsor Districtanother example of what may be accomplished by
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well-directed effort. I n 1879 he went to Halifax, N.S., to take charge of W. T. Roome's distillery, and remained there for one year, going
then to Toronto to the Gooderham distillery,
where he also remained a year. Returning to
Walkerville, he continued two years with Hiram
Walker & Sons, after which the business called
him to. Winnipeg, to Radiger's distillery, and
kept h1m there four years; thence he went to
Halifax, to the McDougall Distilling Co., where
he remained three years; and thence to Waterloo,
where he was in charge of Joseph Seagram's dis.
tillery, and remained eight years. In 1897 he returned to ·walkerville, as chief officer in charge
of Hiram Walker & Son's Distillery, this being
one of the largest plants in Canada, or of its
kind in the world, requiri ng thirteen assistant
government officers.
While at Halifax, in 1889, Mr. Bouteiller
married Janette Lawson Hickey, daughter of
Lawrence Hickey, and their pleasantt hospitable
home is at No. 185 Ouellette avenue, Windsor
Mrs. Bouteiller is a member of the Roman· Oathlie Church. Fraternally Mr. Bouteiller is a
member of the Freemasons, but while being a
Liberal in his political views takes no active part
in politics.

,.

JOHN J. FULMER, a retired farmer of Gosfield North, who lives on the Talbot Road North,
Lot 280, is a man widely known over the County
of Essex, where there are few living now who
have been so long identified with it. Mr. Fulmer was born in Gosfield, on the Talbot Road,
Oct. 6, 1833, and through all these years in
which he has lived among them he has grown
steadily deeper into the affections of his friends
and neighbors, who have only words of praise
and honor to offer as a tribute to their old associate.
John and Mary (Fox) Fulmer, his grand·
parents, were both of German parentage, and
born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, whence they
migrated to Canada among the Loyalists, at the
time of the Revolution. They went to the County o£ Essex in 1812, taking up land in Mersea
township, and there lived and 'died. John Fulmer was a man of learning, having received a
good education. Of his nine children, John,
Adam, George and Henry all settled and died in
Essex. Catharine is the deceased wife of John
Lebo, of Mersea. Elizabeth (deceased) was the
wife of Capt. Thomas Fox, of Mersea. Judith
married John Early, and moved to Illinois,
24
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where they both died.
Susan married Johp
Toflemere, of Gosfield, County of Essex, and
both are deceased. l\fary (deceased) was the
wife of Thomas Whittel, who moved to California.
George Fulmer, father of John J., was born
April 7, 1811, and his wife, who was Miss Elizabeth Moody, was born in Chillicothe, Ohio, in
1809. Her parents, John and Mary Moody,
came from Belfast, Ireland, to Ohio, and lived
there until the war of 1812, when, as a British
subject, Mr. :r.Ioody moved to Canada and settled
in Morpeth, County of Kent. George Fulmer,
after his marriage, settled in Gosfield North, on
the Talbot Road, on land given him as a government free grant. After living some years there
he removed to 1\!ersea, and a few years later
traded his farm there for one in Colchester
South, where he lived until his death, in February, 1897. Mrs. Fulmer passed away rh 1882.
She was one of the brave women who shared
with their husbands all the trials of pioneer life,
and cheered them in their struggles with the
wild. She and her husband were almost the first
to settle on the TalbOt Road. Methodists in their
religious belief, they were active workers for the
church even in the early days, and for many
years Mr. Fulmer was a class-leader. Politically.
he was of the Reform party, and active in its
behalf. He served in the Rebellion of 1837-38,
taking part in the siege of Malden and the battle
of the Thames.
To George and Elizabeth Fulmer seven children were born, as follows: ( 1 ) John J. is mentioned below. (2) Margaret (deceased) was the
wife of Moses Rose, of Colchester, and the mother
of three children, of whom one, Hiram, is now
an alderman of Detroit. (3) Elijah M., born in
1839, who lives in Detroit, has two daughters,
Lena and Adda. (4) Elizabeth, born in 1841,
married John Lindner, of Colchester South, and
has a family of four daughters.
(5) Emily
Jane, wife of George Thornton, is of the Count y
of Essex. (6) William H., born in 1846, married Miss Emma Gobel, of Colchester, and has
nine children; they live on a farm. (7) Sophronia, born in 1849, married Isaac Ferris, of
Colchester, and died there leaving one son, Rota,
of .Anderdon. .
John J. Fulmer grew up on the farm in the
County o~ Essex, working much of the time, but
attending school long enough to acquire some
education, although in those days it was necessarily limited. I n early manhood he settled on
his present homestead in Gosfield North, which
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was left to his wife by her father, and from
which he has made a good place, its improvement having been the main object of his labor
and interest throughout life. lie was united in
marriage, in 1856, to Miss Mary Thoniton, 'vho
was born in Gosfield, on the Talbot Road, in
1836, daughter of :Richard and Esther Thoniton,
who went as pioneers from Pennsylvania to
Canada. Mrs. Fulmer passed away in September, 1885.
Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Fulmer: ( 1) Rose A., born in 1858, is the wife of
Herman E . McFarland, of Windsor, Ont., and
bas two children, Byron E. and Florence. (2)
Camborn, born in 1860, died in 1886. (3) Est her H., born in 1863; is the wi.fe of John W.
Austin, who comes of an old New Brunswick
family. They live on her father's homestead,
where Mr. Austin is manager. Their five children are Alice, Gordon, Frederick D., J ohn J .
and Mabel. (4} Annie J ., born in 1866, mar ried
Charles E. Tully, of Tilbury, and has one daughter, Muriel; they live on a part ·of the Fulmer
property. (5) 1\Iaud V., born in 1872, was educated in the Essex high school, and for ten years
was one of the successful teachers of the county.
She is now the wife of J oseph Tully, and lives in
Gosfield North. ( 6) Blanche Grace, born in
1878, became the wife of Arthur Church, of Colchester North, and has one son, Earl.
Mr. Fulmer, as did his wife, belongs to the
Church of England; he was one of the founders
and builders of the first church of that faith in
Gosfield North, has been warden for many years,
and has ever been active in all its work. Politically he is a Conservative, but while always
manifesting a keen interest in public matters he
has held no office save that of school trustee
which he filled for several years. Mr. Fulme~
has, in his time, served his country in her army,
,and was a corporal in the North Ridge Rifles
~nder Major Billing, in the Fenian Raid, gainmg thereby both a medal of honor and a certificate from the government for 160 acres of land.
Fraternally he is a member of the I.O.O.F., uniting with Essex Lodge, No. 218.
The life of this kindly patriarch has been unusually full and varied in its phases, for while
he has always been a farmer his sympathies and
interests have been wide and brought him into
touch with life at many different points.
Through it all .he has be.en ever public-spirited,
honest and upr1ght, and m close accord with 't he
community about him.

GEORGE Mc:\fULLEN, a prosperous farmer and stock raiser, located on Lot 9, east half
of Concession 7, Mersea township, bas resided
there for almost a half century. He was born
March 28, 1839, in Godmanchester township,
County of Huntingdon, Quebec, in what is
known as New Ireland.
The Il~c?!fullen family originated in the North
of I reland, and there John McMullen, t he grandfather of George, was born, a native of good old
Count! Donegal. He lived an honest, busy life,
followmg the occupation of weaver, satisfied with
his own country and surroundings. His son
William, however, had more ambition, and
when he saw a family growing up around him
decided to cross the ocean and try to find bette~
opportunities for them. He also was a weaver
in his OWlf !and. He married Anne Reid, daughter of DaVId and Mary Reid, and they had children as follows: James, who died in Mersea
township, in 1903; David, who also died in Mer.
sea township, on Concession 8; J ane, who married George Reid, of Concession 9 ; J ohn, a farmer o~ Concession 8, Mersea township; Thomas,
who dted young, in Quebec; George, of this
sketch; and Mary Ann, wife of David Cowan a
resident of THbury West township. The tru:ee
eldest children were born in I reland.
In 1832 William McMullen, with his wife and
th~~e children, left I reland, taking passage on a
sat~g-vess~l, and landing safely at Quebec, in
whteh Provmce they lived for twenty-two years.
Mr. McMullen bought 100 acres of land in what
is known as New Ireland, all then being an unbroken wilderness. With the help of his sons he
cleared much of the land, and also earned ·a good
income working as a stonemason. I n 1854 with
other migrating families, he came to Onta;io locating in Mersea township, on Lot 10 cor:cession 8, where he farmed the rest of his 'life. Re
was ~.man of r?bust .he~lth, and faced pioneer
con~1t1ons hard.lly, h1s mdustry never ceasing
until near the t ime of his death, which occurred
at the age of seventy-five years. His home was
at first the usual log cabin, but he later had a substantial frame house, and ·each year his surroundings grew more · attractive and his land
more valuable. In his own land he had been
reared in the Presbyterian Church, but he was
not narrow-minded,' and soon associated himself
wi~h the ruling religious body in his section.
Th1s was the Methodist Church, ·one of the first
to be found in pioneer localities, and in this body
be became very active as an official and claSsleader. He interested himself in educational
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and political movements and made his influence church work. Mrs. McMullen has been president
felt. In political sentiment he was a Conserva- of the Ladies' Aid' Society, is a class-leader, and
tive. Fraternally he was connected with the a teacher in the Sunday-school, of which latter
Loyal Orange Association, and was master of the Miss Elsie is secretary. Both ladies are much
lodge at Blytheswood. Iris widow survived to beloved ·for their Christian character and pra~
the age of eighty-nine years. She was a type of tical benevolence. :Mr. McMullen is also a memthe true pioneer woman, helpful and cheerful, ber of t!he Goldsmith Methodist Church, of which
and, like her husband, a consistent member of he is one of the trustees. All his life he has been
the Methodist Church. Both were buried in the a stanch Conservative, an admirer of Sir J. A.
Albuna cemetery.
Macdonald, and a strong supporter of the public
George McMullen, whose name opens this school system.
sketch, attended school whenever possible, but at
JEPHSON P. DUKE, no\V living retired in
that day, and in his locality, neither the school
facilities nor the teachers were very good, and, Amherstburg, is one of the most genial and
like many of the most prominent men of the pre- courteous old gentlemen in the County of EsseL
sent day, he secured a practical education, During the Rebellion of 1861-1865 in the United
founded upon good common sense, almost en- States he serVed that government, and is now one
tirely through observation, reading, and associa- of its pensioners.
Jones· Duke, his father, was born in Ireland
tion with men and affairs. H e grew up on his
father's Mersea township farm, helped to cut in 1791, and was an officer in the British army
the timber with which his father built the first for many years. While serving in India he marlog house, and, later, was the purveyor of pot- ried :Miss Mary Wells, and in 1832 they came to
ash to Windsor, which purchased the family Canada, locating in New Brunswick, where Mrs.
supplies. H e remained at home and took charge Duke died. Mr. Duke served during the Rebelof the cultivation of the farm when his father lion of 1837-38 in his old regiment. His death
grew too feeble, caring for his parents in their occurred at Preston, England, Dec. 24, 1865. To
himself and wife were born children as follows :
old age.
Since Mr. McMullen has come into possession Elizabeth; Charlotte, wife of Charles G. Fortier,
of the farm he has made many important im- of Toronto; J ephson P. ; Sarah, deceased;
provements thereon, adding :fifty more acres to Charles, a captain in the English army, now dethe original purchase and making a specialty of ceased; and Mary Ann, who died in England.
Jephson P. Duke was born in Ireland Feb.
the r aising of Short Horn cattle. His dwelling
and commodious barns and outbuildings mark 21, 1826, and was only six years of age when he
the place as one on which much industry has came to Canada. On r eaching manhood lle bebeen expended. It has sheltered a beautiful do- came an accountant, and was very proficient in
mestic life, and here Mr. McMullen and his wife that line. In 1848 he went to the Southern
are enjoying the evening of their days, sur- States in that capacity, and there remained unrounded by affectionate children who have been til1861, when, at the outbreak pf the Civil War,
a great credit to them, and respected and es- he joined the Twenty-third Kentucky Volunteer
Infantry, and was made second lieutenant. Later
teemed by a wide circle of friends.
On March 23, 1868,· Mr. McMullen was mar- he was made first lieutenant, and finally was proried, in HuntingdDn County, New Ireland, to moted to a captaincy. In 1865 he was honorably
Sarah Jane Douglass, who was born in New Ire- discharged, and resumed his former vocation, in
land, a daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth Tennessee, continuing there until 1887, when he
(Dowler) Douglass, and is of Scotch descent. r eturned to Canuda, locating in Amherstburg.
Six children have been born to· this union, He is now living retired, surrounded by many
namely: William, who is a farmer on Conces- friends.
Mr. Duke has been four times married. His
sion 8, married Alice Broome, and they have five
children; Benjamin R., who is a teacher at Sault first wife, Maria Louise Mosher, bore him one
daughter, now deceased. His second wife was
Ste~ Marie, married Edith Faul, a graduate of
Stratford College, and they have two children; Mina Bauer, and the one daughter of this union
Ernest Oliver is also a resident of Sault Ste. is now the wife of Rev. A. H. Whisner, of Great
Marie; Percival D. is at home; Robert G. is a . Cacapehon, West Virginia. His third wife was
resident of Sault Ste. Marie; Elsie J ane, who is Florence B. Eager, of Toronto, who lived but
at home, is, like her mother, very active in six months after her marriage. In 1891 Mr.
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Duke was married in Chicago, Illinois, to Eleanor, daughter of Richard Tinning, of Toronto,
the ceremony being performed by the Rev. S. C.
Edsall, then of Chicago, now Bishop ·of Minnesota. Mrs. Duke was born in the City· of Toronto, where she was educated, and she is one of
the most highly respected ladies of Amherstburg. Mr. and Mrs. Dulte reside in a comfortable home in Park street, and they also own a
:fine residence in Rankin avenue, built in 1901,
which they rent. They are prominent members
of the Church of England, and take an active
part in the work of that body. Politically Mr.
Duke is a Conset·vative, and fraternally he is a
member of the :\fasonic order and of the I.O.O.F.
Although he is over seventy-nine years of age,
~Ir. Duke enjoys excellent health, and is devoted
to his wife and home. The charities of both Mr.
and ~Irs. Duke are large, and they welcome to
their home all their friends, dispensing the most
delightful hospitality.
TIIO~fAS D. :McCREERY, an enterprising
farmer and business man of Gosfield North, is
the owner of a fine property situated on the Talbot Road North, in Lot 278, the same place in
which he was born, in October, 1855.
David 1\IcCreery, his father, was born in
1830, the fourth of ten children. When twentyfour years old he married Miss Annie Mcinnes,
who was born in Ireland in 1833. In the year
following their marriage, when their son Thomas
was as yet only a few months old, the parents
were obliged to move to California, and to leave
the child with its grandparents. Mr. McCreery
died, and the widow, with a daughter, Rose, who
had been bol'D to them in California, returned
to her own people in Massachusetts, where she is
sbll li viog.
Thomas McCreery, to whose care Thomas D.
w:as left, was a native of Ireland, born May 13,
1796. He came to this country with his parents
during boyhood, lived for a time in Rensselaer
County, New York, and as early as 1815 removed
to Canada, where for some years he was occupied
in a gristmill in Kingsville. In 1822 he was married to l\1iss ~Iargaret Robinson, who was born
in Quebec in July, 1798. The young couple took
up their life together as pioneers, settling on
land situated along what is now the Talbot Road,
then only an Indian path through the wooas between Essex and Windsor. There they passed
all their married life, reared their children and
in tum their grandchildren. Thomas McCreery
lived until .March 31, 1869, and his wife until

1874. Both were of the Methodist faith. I n politic.':! he was an adherent of the old Liberal party,
but his interest in public affairs was mainly centered on matters connected with the development
of the schools in his section.
Thomas D. McCreery was given as good an
education as the neighborhood afforded, and grew
up on his grandfather's farm. On the death of
his grandparents, he was left seventy-five acres
of bush land, which he immediately proceeded to
clear and bring under cultivation. In 1881 he
was able to build a fine modern brick house, and
also put up a bank barn. He has made his farm
not only one that pays well, but that compares
favorably with other farms of the township in
general appearance. Since 1901 Mr. McCreery
has betn agent for the International Harvesting
Company, and has shown an aptitude for t hat
work equal to his ability in farming.
In December, 1876, occurred the marriage of
l\Ir. McCreery and 1\Iiss Lizzie Barth. She was
born in 1854 in England, the daughter of George
and Isabel Barth, who emigrated to Canada and
settled in the County of Essex. To Mr. and
Mrs. M<:Creery seven children ltave been born:
(1) .Albert, born in 1878, was given a good education in the Essex high school. He married
?l'liss Ellen Thomas, of Windsor, where they now
reside, as he is in the employ of the Grand 'frunk
Railroad Company there. They have one daughter, Grace. (2) Eva. 1\£., born in 1880, is the wife
of Frank Windeed, of Windsor, an enginee~ on
the Grand Trunk line. Their only son is named
Harold. (3) . Allen, born in 1883, (4 ) Lottie,
in 1885, {5) Willie, in 1886, (6) Girtie, in 1890,
and (7) Mary, in 1892, are all living at home.
Mr. McCreery has always shared the political
views of his grandfather. Always ready to assist in any enterprise calculated to benefit the
community, he is known throughout the locality
as a public-spirited citizen, and is universally
respected for his fine character and unimpeachable integrity.
ROBERT BUTTERWORTH, a much respected citizen of Windsor, who bas recently retired from active work, is one of t he oldest locomotive engineers of Western Ontario.
lle is
descended from English ancestors, his grandfather, Robert Butterworth, having been born in
1782, in England, where he resided all his life.
He was twice married, and by the first union had
two sons, James and Abraham.
James Butterworth, father of Robert, was
born Jan. 4, 1811, in England, and by occupa-
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tion was a millwright and engineer. He married
1\Iary Whitaker, who was born April 19, 1813,
and died in 1848, and he died in 1867. 'l'he children of James Butterworth and his wife were
as follows: John, born. Feb. 17, 1834, died in
England; Robert, born Sept. 20, 1835, is mentioned below ; Elizabeth, born Dec. 26, 1836, resides in England; James, born Jan. 3, 1841, died
in England; Joseph, born Aug. 1, 184:3, died
Aug. 16, 1843; 1\Iary Ann, born Aug. 2, 1844,
died Sept. 1, 1844; Sarah, born Jan. 17, 1846,
died in England; Abraham, born Dec. 25, 184:7,
died in England.
Robert Butterworth was born in England,
and resided in his native land until 1856, when
he came to Ontario. His first location was in
Hamilton, where he was employed by the Great
Western Railway Company until1858. He then ·
made a trip to the State of California, but only
remained one year, deciding that better opportunities for advancement could be found in Ontario, and he resumed work with the Great Western. His efficiency was soon recognized, and in
1865 he became engineer on the same road, and
was retained as an employee when the Great
\Vestern became the Grand Trunk line. 1\Ir.
Butterworth was the careful and expert engineer in the express service between Windsor and
London, when he resigned in March, 1903.
In 1862 Mr. Butterworth married Mary Carmichael, who was a native of Scotland, and one
of seven children born to Dougal and Flora ·
(Thomson) Carmichael, the· others being: Barbara, 1\·fatilda, John, Euphemia, Flora and Isabella. In 1845 the family came to Ontario, and
located in I1obo township, County of Middlesex,
later removing to the County of Lambton, where
the parents both died in Petrolia. Mrs. Butterworth's paternal grandfather was Hugh Carmichael, a native of Oban, Scotland, who married Catherine McColl. Mrs. Butterworth's maternal grandfather, John Thomson, was the only
child of his parents; he married Barbara McColl,
and they had three children, Flora, Daniel and
Matilda. J ohn Thomson and his wife died in
their native country. Ur. and Mrs. Butterworth
are the parents of three accomplished daughters,
Mary Elizabet h, who graduated at Toronto, is
t he wife of Arthur Pond, a druggist at Windsor ;
F lora Thomson, who was educated in Windsor
and Toronto, is the wife of Dr. LaBelle, of
Windsor; and Isabella Sarah, B.A., is an honor
graduate of Toronto University.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Butterworth are Baptists
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in religious faith. With the exception of about
ten months, their home, ever since their marriage, has been on Glengarry avenue, where, in
1883, they erected their pleasant and commodious residence.
In politics ~Ir. Butterworth
supports the Reform party. Fraternally he belongs to the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.
Mr. Butterworth's conception of public education is broad, progressive and liberal, and
since 1896 he has been a member o£ the board of
education. He is a member of that class which
has been called ''everyday heroes,'' the respons- .
ibility which continually rests upou an engineer
in his work requiring a courage and a training
equal to that of a soldier on the field.
J.A~IES ::\IcMURRE~, a well-known farmer
of nl aidstone township, County of Essex, situatE>d on I1ot 17, North 11'1iddle Road, was born
July 19, 1865, in Orford township, County of
Kent, a son of Joseph and Ellen (Pasley) :Mcl\[urren. The family is one of the old and honorable ones of this locality.
J O!>eph :Mc1\Iurren was born in 1836, in County Antrim, Ireland, as was also his wife. They
married in their native land, and then decided
to fo.und a home across the ocean, taking passage
in a sailing-vessel which consumed seven weeks
in the voyage. Landing at New York, they came
from there to Canada, and for several years :Mr.
1\[c::\Iurren 'vorked for a farmer at Brampton,
then moving to Orford, County Kent. There he
bought 100 acres of land and followed farming
until 1868, when he came to l\Iaidstone and .settled in the 1st Concession, one mile north of
\Voodslee. Here he cleared up a fine farm from
wild land and made a permanent home. He took
great interest in improving his place, built great
barns and a commodious brick house, and at the
time of his death, in 1899, was enjoying a life
of ease, won by his own exertions. His wife
died in 1889. They both were consistent members of the Presbyterian Church, good and worthy people. Politically 1\fr. McMurren was a
stanch Conservative, but never was willing to
accept public .office. The children born to them
were as follows: l\lary, born in County Kent,
married Morgan l\Iiller, who settled as a farmer
in 1\l aidstone, where she died, leaving children,
Ella, James, Elmer and Roy. Jane, born in Orford, married Alfred 1\IcEnteer, of Woodslee,
County Essex, and they have three children,
llurt, Clayton and Sandford. James is mention-
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ed below. l\Jartha, born in 1867 in Maidstone, 1899. l\Ir. and Mrs. l\IeMurren are church memis the wife of William lloggs, a f armer in Maid- bers, the former having been reared in the Presstone, and t hey have fou r sons, \Vebster, David, byterian and the latter in the Methodist Church.
William and Joseph. :\Iaggie, born in 1869, be- Politically Mr. .Mc)lurren has always cast his
came the wife of George Wright, a f armer of vote with the Conservative party. It is men like
Tilbury West, and died leaving two children, Mr. Me)lurren who give character to a section
Forest and Wilfred. John, born in 1872, mar- of country, men of honor and integrity, indus·
ried Grace Harvey, a member of a pioneer trious and law-abiding, supporters of religious
family of Rochester, and they live on the old and educational movements. He bears a name
homestead in :\Iaidstone. Ella, born in 1874, which is held in high esteem in Maidstone townis the wife of William Wright, of Maidstone, ship, where he is one of the most respected
where they reside, and has one daughter, Ru- citizens.
bena. Millie, born in 1876, is the wife of Abraham Wright, who resides in Gosiield North, and
JOHN MULLI NS, Sa., an honored and venthey have two children, Ona and Worthy. Amy, erable resident of Rochest er township, County of
born in 1879, is the wife of Herbert Wright, a E ssex, .was born in the parish of Glynn, County
progressive farmer of Maidstone, and they have Limerick, Ireland, Dec. 22, 1829, a son of Edone daughter, Stella. As will be seen, four of . ward and Bridget (Kennedy) Mullins. He was
the sisters married brothers of the Wright one in a family of eight children, three of whom
are now surviving: John ; and Ellen, who marfamily.
James Mcl\:lurren, the eldest son of ·t his fam- ried Matthew Butler, of Rochester township.
ily, grew to maturity under his father's roof, Margaret, who married Joseph Strong, of Belle
obtaining a district school education in Maid- River, Rochester. township, died Jan. 1, 1904.
stone. Until his own marria.ge he continued to Both parents were natives of County Limerick,
assist his father in making a comfortable home Ireland, and the grandparents were Edmund
Mullins and Timothy Kennedy.
and a valuable, well improved property.
After his marriage he settled at the old homeIn 1832 Edward l\Iullins, with his wife and
stead, and in 1897 purchased his present f arm. three children, took passage on a sailing-vessel
I t was then but a tract of wild land, but Mr. for America, and after thirteen weeks and
McMurren immediately began clearing it and in three days landed at Quebec. 'fhe family
a comparatively short time had it ready for located on a piece of land in P erth, County
cultivation. He has been well repaid for his of Lanark, Ontario, but as it was stony
labor, having now not only one of the best the father left it after six years, and in
appearing farms of this section, but one which 1838 we find him in County E ssex. It was
is of great value. His new commodious house his intention to settle on some of the Col.
and substantial barn bear about them an air of Talbot land, but being incorrectly directed he
thrift which is an unmistakable t estimonial to located on some of the clergy reserve land. On
good management.
discovering his mistake he went to Capt. WilIn June, 1896, Mr. Me.Murren was united kinson, the land agent, and was told by him that
in marriage with L\Iiss Ida Galloway, who was a piece of land should be reserved for him.
born Jan. 17, 1872, at Kingston, a daughter of Edward Mullins was further told to go to Sand·
Thomas and .Matilda (Reid) Galloway, both of wich and have the matter adjusted. However,
whom were born in Canada, of Scotch parentage. he bought the 100 acres upon which· he . had
Thomas Galloway moved to Woodslee, in Maid- located, the north half of Lot 5, north of the
stone, where he engaged in farming, and here Middle Road, and later he took up the present
his wife died in 1884, leaving three children, homestead, the west half of Lot 19, 2d Concesviz.: William, of :Maidstone; Amorella, who sion. When he · located in County E ssex the
married Charles Taylor, of Maidstone, and has land was solid bush, and he was obliged to
three children, P ercy, Violet and Wilbur; and build a log cabin before he could commence
Ida, who became Mrs. McMurren. She was edu- clearing his land. Mr. Mullins was a very encated in the schools of Woodslee and is a most ergetic man, and opened and made a road from
estimable lady.
his farm to the Middle Road, and also one to his
Mr. and Mrs. McMurren have bad two sons nearest neighbor, one mile north of him. He
born to them, namely: William J., ·who died in continued to r eside on his first farm until 1870,
childhood; and Walter, who was born July 4, when he removed to another place, the east half
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of Lot 18, 1st Concession, which he had purchased some time before, and where he died,
Feb. 6, 1875, aged seventy-one years. He had
at one time some 450 acres of very choice land.
In the early days the set tlers endured many
privations. '!'heir marketing had to be done at
Windsor and Detroit. They brought their flour
up on scows by lake to Rochester township, and
thence to their homes across country. Edward
Mullins was a Conservative in politics, and for a
number of years he was a member of the township council and a school trustee, being a man
of prominence in the community. Religiously
he was a Catholic, and he was instrumental in
having the church built at Belle River. His first
wife passed away June 16, 1856, and later he
married Miss Ann Riley, a native of I reland, by
whom he had two children: Julia, wife of Joseph
Monroe, of British Columbia, and one now
deceased.
John Mullins, Sr., was only a child when he
was brought to America, and while he resided
at Perth his school days began, lasting for eighteen months. For three years after coming to
Rochester township there were no schools, and
when they were finally established young John
was too old to attend. However, the young man
did not discontinue his studies, but pursued them
at night by light of a hickory bark :fire, and perhaps just because they cost him so much effort
be appreciated them the more, carefully treasuring every bit of information he could acquire.
He worked with his father on the farm during
the summer months, and in the winter found
employment in the woods, making staves and
getting out timber, working bard . and making
every day count.
On May 10, 1852, Mr. Mullins· married Julia
A. Sheehan, a native of County Lanark, Ont.,
whose parents had come to Ontario from County
Cork, Ireland, at a very early day, and were
among the :first settlers of :Maid$tone, County
Essex. For three years after attaining his majority Jo1m Mullins, Sr., remained at home, and
then he removed to his present property, which
was deeded to him by his father. In 1854 he
purchased another farm of 100 acres, the east
half of Lot 15, 2d Concession, which · he later
gave to his son Morris. When he took charge
of his farm it was all ·covered with bush, but he
has cleared it and made it into one of the most
valuable farms in Rochester township.
Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Mullins: Bridget, wife of Edward Tracey,· of
Rochester township; Mary, who ·married Michael
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Byrne, of Rochester township; John, a farmer
of Rochester township; Julia C., who married
James Byrne, of Rochester township; Ellen,
married to Michael Byrne, of Rochester township; Cecelia, widow of Patrick Henchey, and
residing with our subject; Morris, of Maidstone
township; and Cornelius, of La Prairie, Minnesota. l\lrs. Mullins died April 21, 1902, deeply
lamented by a wide circle of friends as well as
those in the home circle.
In politics Mr. Mullins is a Conservative,
and for two years he served very acceptably as
reeve of the township. He was a member of the
building committee at the time the :first Catholic church \vas built at W oodslee, and he is a
very active member of the church of that denomination. Few men are more highly respected than Mr. Mullins, who is a man worthy of
any and every confidence, and who has well
borne his part in the development of his locality.
MARWOOD BARRETT, collector of customs at Amherstburg, and one of the leading
men of that town, traces his ancestry to good
old English stock.
John Barrett, his grandfather, was born in
England, where he followed farming, and where.
he died. His children were : John, Richard,
Emanuel, Charles and Phillipi.
Richard Barrett, son of John, was born in
England in 1815, and died in Canada in June,
1901. In 1834 he came to Ontario, locating in
Hope township, County of Durham, where he
began work as a farmer. Later he learned
shoemaking, but after a time returned to farming, in which he was engaged when be died. He
married Loveday Banbry, who was born in England in 1816, the daughter of Thomas Banbry,
also a native of England, who came to the
County of Durham, and followed farming.
Thomas Banbry married Mary Kinsman, of English birth, a daughter of Thomas Kinsman, also
a native of England, who became a gardener.
in the County of Durham, Ont., and died there
at the age of eighty-four years. Richard Barrett and his wife had the following children:
Mary Jane, who married James .Jamieson, of
Durham, Ont.; Susanna, who married James
Jewell; Marwood; Samuel, of GU!elph, a drygoods merchant; Eli C., a carriage-builder of
Toronto; Henry, deceased, a harness-maker of
Oshawa.
Marwood Barrett was born in the County- of
Durham, Feb. 24, 1842. He .grew to manhood
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im his native county, where he lived until 1871, has followed farruing with much success, comes
working upon the farm. In 1871 he removed to of old English stock.
the County of Essex, and entered into partner· John .Atkinson, his grandfather, was a resiship with John Rodd, in the lumber business. dent of Downham, Lancashire, England, where
This connection was successful, and continued he married Alice Boothman, and where both
for seventeen years. They built a large and died. His old Bible, bearing the. date of 1765, is
well-equipped mill in the township of Col- still in the possession of the family, carefully
chester North in 1872. All provisions had. preserved.
to be brought from Amherstburg, thirteen
Richard Atkinson, Sr., son of J ohn, and
miles away, and for several · years all pro- father of the present Richard, was born Feb. 2,
ducts of the ·mill had to be hauled by team 1783, at Downham, where he was reared and
t<i Amherstburg. The land from which the educated, and twice married. H is second marpartners then got their timber has been turned riage was to Catherine Broscup, who was born
into fine farms, and :Mr. Barrett now owns 450 Oct. 22, 1794. In 1833, Mr. Atkinson, with his
acres of as productive land as can be found in family of seven children, came to Canada, and
this part of the Dominion. On :Uay 1, 1900, Mr. for a time they made their home near Port Hope,
Barrett was appointed to His Majesty's customs, in Monaghan to'vnship, County of Peterborough.
to succeed George Gott, and since that time has Mr. Atkinson then came to Colchester township,
made his home at Amherstburg. His political County of Essex, and rented a farm from Squire
opinions make of him a Liberal and he was pres- McCormick, <>n which the family lived for seven
ident of the Liberal Association of ·the South years, when they moved from that property and
Riding for many years, and vice-president of the came to Malden township, residing on the river
Liberal Association of his township. H~ was road for two years. He then purchased the tavfilling the former position when appointed to his ern known as ''The Rifleman,'' in Amherstburg,
present office, and had also served as reeve of which hostelry he conducted for two years,
Colchester North for six years, while in 1895 thence removing to Boniteau farm, where he rehe was warden of the County of Essex. Mr. Bar- sided until his death, which occurred March 22,
r ett has been justice of the peace since 1880 ; 1858. His widow survived until Jan. 27, 1865.
an officer for taking affidavits, issuing marriage Their children were as follows : John, born Aug.
licenses, etc. ; and in all the positions he has
2, 1811, married in England, but also came to
held he has discharged his duties with conscien- Canada and settled at Amherstburg, later retious faithfulness.
In September, 1871, Mr. Barrett was married moving to Windsor, where he died Feb. 8, 1895.
Alice, born J an. 18, 1818, died Nov. 27, 1891,
to Miss J ane Rodd, daughter of John Rodd, his
partner in the lumber business, and to that the Wife of George Lesley, of Malden township.
union were born the following children: Love- Mary, born Dec. 24, 1820, died when t'"o weeks
day A. ; Everett C., married and residing on a old. Jane, born J an. 8, 1821, married (first)
f arm; Russell H., of the class of 1902, School Jonathan Guffi.n and (second) George Fulmer,
of Practical Science at Toronto; Marcus S., mar- and is now deceased. J ames, born Oct. 12, 1824,
ried and on a farm; Myron :M:., in high school at died March 10, 1895; he mar ried Alice WoodEssex; and J ennie A., at home. The mother of house, was a ship carpenter by trade, and rethis f amily died in April, 1885. I n November, sided in Malden township. Catherine, born Feb.
1886, Mr. Barrett married Sarah Ann Gott, 11, 1826, married Thomas H ughson, of Raleigh
daughter of George Gott, and one son, Wyman township, County of Kent, and is deceased. MarDouglas, has blessed this marriage. Mr. and tha, born March 71 1828, married :Robert Barnes,
Mrs. Barrett attend the Methodist Church. In a merchant in Colchester, and is now deceased.
1903 Mr. Barrett purchased the Balfour pro- William, born July 11, 1830, died Aug. 13, 1847.
perty-the homestead of the late H on. W. D. Margaret, born Aug. 12, 1835, died May 18,
Balfour-at Amherstburg, and now resides 1847. Richard, the youngest member, is the
thereon. Fraternally he is a Blue Lodge and only survivor of this family.
Richard Atkinson was born April1, 1837, in
Royal Arch Mason, and is also a member of the
A. O.U.W.
Monaghan township, near Port Hope, Ont., and
was but two years old when the family came to
RICHARD ATKINSON, a lifetime resident Colchester South, County of Essex. His boyhood
of Malden township, County of Essex, where he days were largely passed in Malden, and being

RICHARD ATKI:\SON.

~~-;------------------------------------------~~--

Co:\U.fEMORA'l'IVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

377

the youngest of the family he had more advan- prominent man in his community. To Mr. and
tages than the others, and was the only one who Mrs. Campbell were born children ns follows:
remained at home.
This operated, however, Jessie, l\1rs. Atkinson; :Miss Anna, who is with
against his attending school, as farm work con- her parents; William, deceased in April, 1904,
tinually pressed, and the nearest school house who married Elizabeth Graveline and had three
was three miles distant. After attaining his ma- children; Peter, a farmer of Malden township,
jority, he rented land until 1872, when he pur- who married Catherine Graveline, and has five
chased a farm of his own, 100 acres of Lot 39, chilqren; and Christina, who married John AnConcession 4, settling upon the same, where he derson, Jr.
'l'he parents of this. family hold
has r esided ever since. 1\Ir. Atkinson has since membership in the Presbyterian Church.
added sixty-eight acres in Concession 3, and also
Mr. Atkinson and his family belong to the
100 acres in Lot 30, Concession 3, the latter be. Presbyterian Church, to which he is a liberat
ing the farm upon which his parents resided for contributor. In politics he is a Reformer, but
a number of years, and where they died. This he is only active as a voter, never accepting poliwhole property is under a high state of cultiva- tical office. His interests have centred mainly in
tion, and brings ample returns for the work farming, all of his sons, with one exception, also
which has been devoted to :iits development. :Mr. being farmers. He is a member o£ the AgriculAtkinson has erected substantial buildings, and tural Society, and also belongs to the Ancient
now owns one of the most comfortable homes in Order of United Workmen, at Amherstburg. :M:r,
the township.
Atkinson is one of the solid, representative men
Mr. Atkinson has been twice married, his of Malden township. His success has been atfirst marriage, which took place in Malden, be- tained through his own efforts, and he has gained
ing to Matilda Graveline. To this union came through his longs years of industry not only a
t wo children: George, now living in Colchester competency, but the esteem of his fellow-citizens
South township, who married Ida l\Iartin, and as well.
has one daughter, Eva; and Ida, who married
Thomas Martin, of Concession 8, :Malden townLEWIS l\fALOTT, a descendant of one of
ship, and has five sons and one daughter, Free- the first settlers of Gosfield South, County of
man, Wilfred, Russell, Grace, Earl and Harold. Essex:, resides on land owned by Peter Malott,
l\Tr. Atkinson's second marriage was to Jessie the original settler.
Campbell, daughter of Duncan Campbell, and
Joseph Malott, his grandfather, the eldest
the children of this union are: William D., a
of Peter Malott the settler, was born on
son
farmer on one-half of the Armitage place, in Lot
Grosse Ile Aug. 11, 1792. H e married Aug. 10,
30; John, who married Miss McArthur, and live~
in Montreal, where he is chief manager for the 1813, Mary .McKinzie, who was born Sept. 28,
1792, and died April 16, 1854. J oseph Malott
N. K. Fairbanks Company; Christina, wife of
died Jan. 20, 1866. He inherited from his father
Thomas Dowler, of the 5th Concession, of MalLots 6 and 7, Gosfield South, and. farmed sucden, who has one daughter, Gladys; Charles, who cessfully. He is remembered for his great activhas one-half of the Jlrmitage farm (he married
ity in church affairs, having served as local
Louisa Brush) ; Alice, who married William preacher for many years and started many
Mickle, has one daughter, Pearl, and they reside :Methodist meetings that later became congregaon the river front, Concession 1; and Arthur 1\1., tions. His children were as follows: John, born
who is still at home, assisting his father in car- July 17, 1814, now deceased, married Octavia
rying on the work of the home farm.
Smith, and they had children-Joseph, of DeM:rs. Jessie (Campbell) Atkinson was born in troit; E lizabeth, who married Ge<>rge Cooper;
Scotland, Nov. 20, 1852, daughter of Duncan and 1\Iary,, who married Archibald Murphy; Job, deChristina (McGregor) Campbell, of Scotland, . ceased ; and Albert, deceased. Eliza, born Aug.
who were born in 1821 and 1820, respectively. 17, 1819, now deceased, married William Drake,
They came to the County of Essex in 1854, and being his first wife. William, father of our sublocated in Malden township, purchasing 100 ject, was born Sept. 27, 1822. Christeen, born
acres, where they have since remained. He has March 1, 1826, died Sept. 9, 1898 ; she married
lived retired for the past four years. He was Jasper Golden, a sketch of whom appears elsetownship treasurer for many years, and town- where. Jane, born July 7, 1831, married Abel
ship r eeve also for many years, being quite a
Cascadden, of Gosfield South.
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Capt. William Malott, father of Lewis .Malott, was born Sept. 27, 1822, and grew up in
Gosfield South. When a young man he began
sailing on the lakes, and later built a doek on
the lake front of the home property, during ·
the American Civil war shipping wheat and
other produce. After the close of the war wheat
was shipped directly to England, but this did
not prove a paying venture. H-e engaged quite
extensively in marine traffic, and sailed as master of his vessels for some years. The vessels
he had built on his home property, and they
were four in number: "'Nave," "Eureka,"
'' Alzora '' and ''Antelope.'' In time he left
the home place and moved to Kingsville, there
building a dock. Still later he sold his doek
property to the government at the time he be. came harbormaster. He was a member of the
first l\fasonic lodge organized in County Essex,
and a charter member of the Kingsville branch,
serving as its secretary. When, some time after
its organization, interest in the lodge seeme~ to
lag, he exerted himself to revive it, and succeeded beyond his fondest expectations. Capt.
Malott became captain of the 74th Battalion,
Essex :Militia, and in 1856 received his commission from Governor-General Sir Edward
Head. During his long and honorable career he
was a strong Conservative. His death occurred at Kingsville, March 5, 1890.
Capt. Malott married :Mary J ane Scratch,
who was born March 10, 1827, daughter of
Squire John Scratch, and died 1farch 30, 1895.
The family born of this marriage was as follows: Lewis is mentioned below. Arthur, propr ietor of the laundry at Kingsville, married
Fannie Bassett, and _has three children, Nellie,
Lucy and ~1ary. Blanche married Philip Fox,
and died at the age of twenty years. John,
who resides at Detroit, married Norah Black.
Christina, second wife of Philip Fox, has t wo
children, ".Milburn and Norah. Hester died at
the age of twenty-eight years. Albert is a resident of Kingsville.
Lewis Malott was born on Lot 7, Gosfield
South, Aug. 8, 1846. He enjoyed the ·advantages of a public school education, and as a
young man began sailing the l akes with his
father, and has since given much of his attention to marine matters. He received a master's
commission on Sept. 26, 1892, since which time
he has only given a portion of his time to the
water, having an attractive property on the
lake shore, which is a portion of his grandfather's estate, and where he has made his

home since 1869. The property consists of
twenty-two acres, in a high state of cultivation. His 'home is most delightfully located,
and during the summer months it is filled with
boarders who recognize it as a charming resort.
In 1869 Mr. Malott married Althea, daughter of Jacob Wigle, a very prominent man of
the township, and to them have come children
as follows: Gordon S., born March 19, 1873, is
a pen artist of rare ability, employed by the
Peninsular Engraving Co.; he married Euphemia Robertson. William J., born March 13,
1875, has been for the past two years proprietor of a jewelry business in Toronto. Edward,
born May 24, 1877, died in January, 1888.
Emma J., born April 11, 1881, is at home.
Nina, born Nov. 16, 1883, is a student at t he
Windsor :Model School. Allen R., born Jan.
20, 1887, and Hazel, born Sept. 28, 1891, are
at home.
Mr. Malott is a Conservative in politics, but
has never taken (in active part in local affairs.
In June, 1870, he joined the Masonic f raternity,
and has since taken a very active interest in the
welfare of that organization, serving for seven
years as secretary. He and his family are consistent members of t he Methodist Church of
Kingsville. Few men are more highly esteemed
throughout the township than Mr. Malott, who
has a host of warm personal friends, not only
in County Essex, but throughout the country.
WI LLIAM McCLOSKEY, a successful
farmer of l\laidstone, has lived since 1889 on
his present farm, which is in Lot 11, on the
Middle Road, in Maidstone township. He is one
of the ·substantial citizens of his section, and
comes o£ an old and highly respected family,
members 9f which were among the earliest settlers in Essex. The McCloskeys were among
the first founders of churches and schools in
this part of Canada, and took an active part
in all progressive work in the settlement of the
new country.
Charles and Rebecca (Moran) McCloskey,
parents of William, were natives· of the North
of I reland, where they grew up and were married. In 1847 they came to Canada, settling
for a time in .Hamilton, where :M"r. McCloskey
followed his trade of tailor. In 1855 they moYed to l\Iaidstone and settled on some wild land
in Concession 3, clearing a farm and building
the home where the remainder of their lives
was passed. Mrs. McCloskey died in December, 1866, and Mr. 11'fcCloskey iii June, 1877.
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'l'hey were both members of the Roman Catholic in 1889; William, born in 1891; James, born
Church. He was a Conservative in polities, but in 1893; Rebecca, who died at the age of three
never eared for office. 'fhey had a family of years; John, born in 1897; Ellen, born in 1900;
nine children, as follows: (1) Bridget, born and Francis, born in June, 1903. The family
in Ireland, married Dennie Doherty, settled in are all members of the Catholic Church.
Maidstone, and died leaving children-George,
In politics Mr. :McCloskey reserves the right
James, Margaret, Mary A., Bridget, William to vote independently of party lines; he has
a nd Charles (deceased). (2) l\Iargaret, born no aspirations to public office, but has served
in Ireland, married H enry Hamilton, and lives as school trustee. The MeCloskeys have been
with her large family in I sabella county, Mich- among the substantial families of the county
igan. (3) Frank, born in I reland, died at his since their first settlement here, and the preshome in Maidstone village May 24:, 1904, aged ent r epresentatives keep up the traditions left
seventy-one years; he married and had a family.
them by their hardy forefathers. Mr. McClos( 4:) Thomas, born in Ireland,_ married Ellen key is a prominent man in his community, widePackett, and settled at Maidstone Cross as a
ly and favorably known, and he is blessed with
blacksmith; they have two children, Charles and a host of friends and well-wishers.
J ohn. (5)_ Nancy, born in Ireland, married
Daniel Costigan, a farmer of Maidstone, and
WILLIAM URE, a prominent farmer locatthey have a family. (6) Charles, born in Ire- ed on Lot 17, Concession 8, in Sandwich South,
land, married Lizzie McAuley, of Rochester, was born March 8, 1850, near Amherstburg,
and they settled in Gosfield North, where he son of David and Jean (Orr) Ure, both of
died in 1884, leaving a family. (7) John, born whom were born in Scotland, the former at
in Ireland, married Jane Shanaghan, of Sarnia, Edinburgh, in 1807, and the latter at Kilmarand they settled in the County of Huron, where nock in 1820.
he died in 1901, leaving a widow and three
David Ure was a son of William Ure, who
children. (8) William, born in Hamilton, Ont., came to Canada after the death of his wife in
in 1849, is mentioned below. (9) Mary, born - Scotland and spent his last days with his son
in Hamilton in 1851, married Daniel Morrison, David. The latter came to Canada in 1840,
of l\Iaidstone, and they have a family; they then a young man, and was married in Amlive in the State of Washington.
herstburg five years later. There he lived some
William McCloskey was born in Hamilton years as a workman in Dougall's nursery. His
Sept. 7, 1849, the youngest son of his parents. work in his native land had been that of weavH e grew up on the farm and attended school ing, but in his new home he found conditions
in Maidstone, r emaining at home until his mar- changed, and other avenues of activity open
riage. Until his father's death he managed the to him, so that he never resumed it. In 1851
home farm, but after that event, in 1889, he he moved to Windsor, where for two years he
sold th~ old place, and bought his present farm was engaged in a nursery, and in 1853 he puron the Middle Road. There he has erected a . chased the present farm. The land was wild,
comfortable house and commodious barns and but well located, and his energy and industry
outbuildings, and has cleared up a large part soon enabled him to clear it and get it under
of the land since he became its owner: He is cultivation. Here David Ure ·lived a useful,
recognized as one of the successful farmers of active life, and passed away in 1870, being surthe region, as well as one of the most public- vived . by his widow, who lives with her son
spirited citizens.
David on the old homestead, now at the adOn June 6, 1878, Mr. McCloskey married vanced age of eighty-four.
Maggie Murphy, who was born in Rochester
David Ure had one brother, John Ure, who
township Dee. 23, 1859, daughter of Patrick settled as a baker in London, where he died
and Catherine (O'Connor) Murphy, pioneer some years since. One sister, Hannah, came to
settlers of that township. Mrs. McCloskey Canada., and she married Peter Logan, who was
grew up in Rochester, and was educated in the a blae'ksmith for a number of years at Amschools of that township. To this union have herstburg, and then settled in Sandwich South,
come the following children : Vincent, born in whei:e he died, leaving one daughter, Eliza, now
1880, who is unmarried and living at home; Mrs. Samuel McKenzie, of Sandwich South.
Charles L., born in 1885, a student in the Essex
David Ure and his wife reared a family
high school; Katie, born in 1887; :Mary, born of seven children, as follows: (1) Elizabeth,
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born in 1846, in Amherstburg, was the wife of
George Wells, who die<.l in Sandwich West,
and t hey bad four children, Elizabeth, Bertha,
William and Arthur. (2) Jane, bom March 25,
1848, married WilHam Robinson, of Sa,ndwich
South, and they have these children-William,
David, Margaret, John, Florence, F red, Mable,
H arold and IIazel. (3) William was the eldest
son. ( 4) David, born in 1854, in Sandwich
South, marr ied Ellen Dixon, daughter of William Dixon, and they reside on the old Ure
homestead; they have these children-William,
Charles, Eunice, }.,lot·enee, Fred, H attie, Jane,
Nelson, Ray and Clara. (5) :Mary, born in
1857, died in Sandwich South in 1895; she
married John Little, who was accidentally killed while felling a tree in 1890. Their surviving children are William E., · Frank, Edith,
Milton, and Clarence. (6} Jessie, born in 1860,
is the wife of Joseph Williams, a mechanic of
Detroit; they have children-Bertha, .Adaline,
Irvin, Gordon, Cl1arles, Arthur, Carl and Glen.
(7) Frederick, born in 1862, is a civil engineer
and surveyor of Woodstock; he married Lizzie
Gordon, of Woodstock, and they have four children, Wilfred, Arthur, Margery and Douglas.
W illiam Ure attended the local schools, and
remained at home until his marriage, in 1876,
to Margaret Little, daughter ·of George and
Eliza Little. 'l'he Littles came from Ireland
as eal"iy as 1830, and settled at ·windsor, where
Mrs. Ure was born in August, 1848, and where
her parents died when she was in girlhood. She
grew to womanhood at the home of her uncle
and aunt, George and Feleeia L ittle, in Sandwich South, where she was educated.
After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Ure settled on
fifty acres of the old homestead, and to this Mr.
Ure has added by purchase seventy-five acres
more, now owning one of the best f arms in the
township. Mr. Ure takes a deep interest in his
t.ome and surroundings, and has erected most
comfortable and attractive buildings of all
kinds, possessing a property which he justly
values highly. lie is a man of practical ideas,
and he employs methods which make every part
of his domain bring returns.
1\lr. and Mrs. Ure have a family of five childi-en, namely: Miss Grace, born in 1878, a
highly educated young lady, was a student at
Detroit Business College; David, born in 1880,
is his father 's right hand on the farm; Edith,
born in 1883, married Andrew Doane, of Detroit , in 1903; Bernice, born in 1887, is a bright
student at Windsor Collegiate I nstitute, where

she is preparing for the profession of teaclting;
and Jessie, born in 1889, is still a pupil in the
local public schools.
Religiously both our subject and wife are
active members of the Methodist Church. The
present handsome edifice was erected
land
donated by 1\[r. Urc, and he is a member of the
board of trustees. In their old home the parents of Mr. Ure belonged to the Presbytet·ian
Church, b11t the l\Iethodist Church was the
pioneer in religious work in this section, and
they united with it and helped to carry on
its work. Politically :Mr. Urc has always been
identified with the Reform party. In 1895 he
was elected councillor of Sandwich South, and
held the position with the greatest efficiency for
two years. For the past twenty-two years he
l1as served as secretary and treasurer of the
school board, and he has taken an active part
in all the religious and educational movements
and legislation in this locality ever since he
attained his majority. In 1904 he was appointed township collector. \ His attitude on the
temperance question may be inferred whea it
is stated that for thirty-five years he· has been
a member of the Good Templars organization,
is a charter member, and has served frequently
in official positions.

on

. JOII~ H. CONNELLY, one of the highly
respected and substantial citizens of Windsor, is
a representative of a family which has been
established there for the past fifty years. ·He bas
seen the beautiful little city grow to its present
proportions from a mere hamlet, and has been
no small faetor in its development. 1\Ir. Connelly is of Irish extraction, and in his ready wit,
sturdy independence and genial nature possesses
the characteristics of his race. James Connelly,
his father, came from I reland in 1848, and first
located in Hamilton, Ont., in 1855 coming to
Windsor. By profession he was a veterinary
surgeon. He and his wife, Margaret, reared
five children: Mary, who is deceased; John H.;
J ames E., formerly a business man in Windsor,
now People's fire adjuster in New York City:
Catherine; and Margaret T., now 1\lrs. William.
Liddy, of Walkerville.
John II. Connelly was born in 1849, in H amilton, and was only a child when his parents removed to W indsor. After completing the common school course he took a business college
course, and was thus prepared very well for the
battle of life, which he began at a comparatively
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early age. His trend was in the direction of
mechanics, and he succeeded in obtaining employment with the Great Western Railway Company, now the Grand Trunk, where he was speedily promoted on account of proficiency until he
was given charge of a locomotive, continuing as
an engineer for five years. However, he was a
man of too much education and mental activity
to r emain satisfied with his prospects on the
r oad, and in partnership with his brothe r James
he in 1878 embarked in a general insurance, real
estate and passenger agency business, Connelly
B~os. also acting as agents for the American and
Canadian Express Companies. This line he continued until 1892, with great success. In the
meantime, through wise investments, 1\fr. Connelly has prospered exceedingly, and since 1892
his entire time has been occupied in looking after
his real estate possessions. Although he has given close attention to his personal affairs, he has
also been interested in municipal growth, and bas
served in local positions with great efficiency.
During 1897-98 he was a member of the city
council. He is a man of broad views and great
public spirit, and has always had the best interests of Windsor at heart, at present serving as
chairman of the Windsor public library board.
He is a charter member of the C.M.B.A., of
which order he is past president and chancellor,
and b as been treasurer since 1881. :Mr. Connelly
through life has been a devout member of the
Roman Catholic Church. H e has resided at his
prt>sent home, Ko. 71, East Pitt stt·eet, for over.
forty years.
NATHA.i'J V. BRUSH, treasurer of the
township of Malden, is a worthy representative
of one of the United Empire Loyalist families.
The first of this family to come to the County
of Essex were John Brush and his brother Stephen, who migrated from Connecticut in 1806.
Stephen Brush was married in Connecticut
to J emima Squier, and their family was born
there. He located in the 3rd Concession, in Colchester, receiving the property as a free grant
for his loyalty, and there he died in 1808. His
widow remarried, and survived to the age of
eighty-six years. Their family consisted of
children as follows: Silas, died in Colchester
South; J ohn C. lived on a part of the old homestead, and died leaving a son, James; Jairus R.,
the grandfather of Nathan V., is mentioned
below; Benjamin lived and died in Raleigh
township, County of Kent; Nathan V. and
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.Amos Curtis both lived in l\Ialclen township;
Stephen lived in Colchester and left two children, Benjamin A. and Mrs. Mary Quick.
Jairus R. Brush . was born June 25, 1795,
and was eleven years old when the family came
to Colchester township, where he grew to manhood and married .Mary Cornwall. She was
born in Colchester, daughter of John Cornwall,
and granddaughter of John Cornwall, who
served as captain in the British army during
the Revolutionary war, and after its close settled in Canada. Here he became a man of
affairs, served in Parliament, and died about
1815. Jairns R. Brush died March 29, 1870,
and his widow passed away 1\Iay 29, 1877, aged
seventy-eight years.
·
~Ir. Brush came into posses.c:;ion of a part
of the homestead farm, and later r emoved to
~falden township, settling on Lot 52, Concession 5, where he purchased a farm and 'vh~re
he was living at the time of his death. He
fought through the war of 1812 and also saw
service in the Rebellion of 1837, as did also his
brothers J olm and Silas. His family was as
f ollows: Lucinda married Charles Pastorius ·and
lived at Harrow at the t ime of her death; Eur a11ia married George <.;lininsmith and lived
in Raleigh to·wnship, County of Kent; Elizabeth
married Simon K emp, of Amherstburg, Ont.;
~Iary married John D. Clute, of Raleigh t·ownship; Dorcas married James Shepley, of Colchester South; Wheeler is mentioned again;
Charles died unmarried in Colchester; J airus
R. is a resident of Colchester and the oldest
surviving member of the family; Cornwall D.
died l\fay 24, 1903, in Malden township; Sarah
is the widow of J ohn Pattipiece, of Anderdon
township; Nathan lived most of his life in Colchester, where he died; Stephen is a resident of
Malden township; Ellen married Oliver Bunker, and they removed to the State of Illinois,
where she died about 1868.
Wheeler Brush, father of Nathan V., was
born June 8, 1826,. in Colchester South, and
there grew to manhood and married Margaret
Anderson. About eight years later he removed
to Malden township and bought a forty-acre
farm near the Town Hall, and still later he
purchased the 200-acre property where he passed the greater part of his life. H ere he erected
a fine mansion and farm buildings and made .
an ideal rural home. He became noted for his
success in agriculture, as well as his prominence in public affairs, was always interested in
the success of the Liberal party, and active in
its support. Many offices of responsibility were
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offered him, and he served on numerous occa- township. For four years he was the township
sions as councilor, assessor, and in other posi- auditor, and for two years was assessor, while
tions. Mr·. Brush was one of the leading mem- at the present writing he is serving his third
bers of the Wesleyan 1\Iethodist Church and year as t ownship treasurer. All these marks
served for a number o£ years as one of the of confidence and public esteem show very con·
trustees, in his life setting an example of Chris- elusively the manner of man he is, while in
tian rectitude.
every other relation of life, aside from that
Nathan V. Brush was the eldest born in his of public affairs, he is justly regarded in as
parents' family, the others being as follows: favorable a light. Fraternally he is a member
Lorenzo C., born Feb. 20, 1853, a thrifty farm- of the order of United Workmen. l\Ir. Brush
er of Malden township, is now serving his first most worthily upholds a name which has been
term as reeve of that township; be married the synonym of rectitude and integrity for very
Fl(}rence Ong, and they have children-Charles, many years in Malden township.
Maud, Ross, Myrtle and Ledson. Mary J. reJOHN WATT, one of the prominent gensides with her mother on the home place. Janet
L. is the wife of William F. Gott, of Amherst- eral farmers and fruit growers, and a former
burg, Ont. Brock, M.D., is a physician prac- merchant, of Pelee Island, County Essex, was
t icing at Croswell, Michigan. Margaret is the born at Fergus, County Wellington, Ont., June
wife of George Gott, Jr., of Amherstburg. 23, 1845. Mr. Watt belongs to the same family
Frank G. carries on farmin,g on the home place. which produced the noted J ames Watt, whose
discoveries concerning the possibilities of steam
Isabella· resides at home.
Nathan V. Brush was born J une 8, 1851, revolutionized almost every branch of the
in Colchester South, and was six years of agP. world's activity.
when the family came to Malden township. He
John Watt, the father of our subject, was
enjoyed good common-school advantages and born near Glasgow, Scotland, a son of James
assisted in the management of the home farm Watt, who was a linen draper in the city of
until he was twenty-five years of age, at which Glasgow. There John Watt grew to manhood,
t ime he received from his father's estate the and was given good educational opportunities.
nort hwest fifty acres of Lot 36, Concession 4, Anxious to see the world, with a young man's
twelve acres of which had been cleared. Upon ambition for an individual career, he embarked
this tract M:r. Brush erected a home, and later on a sailing-vessel from Glasgow, and six weeks
purchased fifty additional acres from his bro- · l ater reached the port of Quebec. For some
ther, Dr. Brock Brush. 1lfr. Brush now owns t ime he engaged in school teaching in the vicinone-half of the homestead farm, all of which i ty of Hamilton, moving then to County Wellis cleared and in a prosperous condition. .His ington and locating at Fergus. There he enbuildings are good and convenient and he is gaged in a mercantile business, becoming promconsidered one of the most successful farmers inent and successful in his line. He accumuin the township.
lated a large amount of real estate which for a
:Mr. Brush married, in Malden, Sarah, time was considered -valuable, but through
daughter of George Mickle, and to this union ehanged conditions later depreciated so that he
have been born children as follows : Louisa Mar- lost something like $75,000. He was for a Dllmgaret (now the wife of Charles Atkinson, of ber of years one of the leading citizens, serving
Malden), l\Iabel Wilhelmina, Russell, Nora Sel- in many official positions with the utmost effiena (who died Oct. 8, 1887), Stafford and How- ciency. I n politics he was a Conservative all
ard. All of the family are active in the Meth- his life. For a long period he was a justice of
oaist Church, to which Mr. Brush liberally the peace, and he was a captain in the old milicontributes.
tia. During the Rebellion of 1837-38 he took
lrn politics Mr. Brush is a Liberal, and he
an active par t as a volunteer. Capt. Watt was
has always taken a keen interest in public mat- a true Scotchman and. possessed all the charters. His fellow citizens have on many occa- acteristics which have made natives of that
sions called upon him to serve in official life, country notable the world over. While a loyal
and for the past fifteen years he has been one Canadi.an, year · by year Qf his life becoming
of the school t rustees, his efficient service being more proud of the home of his adoption, he
in no small degree responsible for the excel- never forgot his native land. In every relation
lence·. of the public school system in Malden of 'life he su~tained a high character an~ left a
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name of honor and integrity to his descendants.
1881 he was shown still greater confidence by
His death took place at Fergus in 1879, and he being appointed manager for that. bank at Port
was buried in the Presbyterian cemetery in that Colborne, where he resided four years. I n
place. Capt. Watt married Catherine Black, 1885 he established a branch of the I mperial
a woman in every way worthy of his regard Bank of Canada at Essex Centre, County Esand they had a family of nine children born sex, where he devoted five years of his life to
to th~m, who reflected the virtues of their financial matters, so closely that his health beworthy parents. Her death also took place at came sadly impaired. This led him to seek
Fergus, about twenty years before that of her a change and a. rural life appealed most strongly to him, resulting in his purchase of a fortyhusband, and she is interred by his side.
The children of Capt. Watt and his wife acre tract of desirable .land on Pelee Island,
were as follows: James, a barrister at Guelph, well located although yet uncultivated. In
Ont.; Hugh, a physician at Foi"t Steele, Brit- 1890 lie resigned his position in the bank and
ish Columbia, and ex-member of the Provincial embarked in farming. 'rhe family was soon
Legislature; Jennie, who married W. B. Har- settled on Pelee Island, where they have enjoyed
vey, Esq., of Sydenham, Ont.; J ohn, of this country life for the past fourteen years. Desketch; Alexander, a lumberman in the States; spite his early pursuits of so different a nature
Elizabeth and Catherine, who both died in Mr. Watt has made a. great succes.., of his agriyoung womanhood; Thomas, deceased, a coun- cultural experiment. He was a pioneer in the ·
sellor-at-law, located at St. Helena, California; sugar beet industry, and acted as the agent for
the Dresden Sugar Beet Co., his industry in this
and Margaret, who resides at St. Helena.
The boyhood and early youth of J ohn Watt line proving exceedingly profitable. lie carwere passed at Fergus, where his education was . ries on general farming and is a large fruit
obtained, and he began his business life as a grower, having been the first on the Island to
clerk in the Bank of Montreal, at Fergus. This propagate successfully a number of choice var7
position he resigned in order to take a course ieties. In addition to managing his own proat Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College, perty, he is agent for the Dr. Scudder estate.
Toronto, with a view of preparing more par- A mercantile business which he established
ticularly for a commercial career. H ere he near the Scudder dock was capably carried on
graduated with credit and then returned home. by his estimable wife and daughters, until sold
Soon after, in association with his brother in the spring of 1904.
On July 6, 1869, near London, Ont., Mr.
Hugh, he became interested in newspaper work
and they conducted the Fergus N ews-Rec<Jr·d Watt married Charlotte Vining, who was born
and also were agents for the Montreal Tele- at Thorndale, County of Middlesex, Sept. 11,
graph Co. At this time the memorable Fenian 1847, daughter of Rev. Salmon and Maria
(Bodville) Vining, the former of whom was a
Raid of 1866 took place across the Niagara
frontier, and, as the subject of our sketch be- minister of the Baptist faith. The eight chillonged to the Fergus Riffe Company, he went dren of this union are: Ethelind, who married
with the Wellington Battalion to resist the in- Samuel Graham, lives on P elee Island, and has
' 'asion. For this service he holds a medal, also four children; 1\faud, wife of Capt. S. A. McGovernment scrip for 160 acres of land in New Cormick, also lives on the Island, and has two
Ontario. A few years later they sold the news- children; John, Jr., a fisherman of the Rainy
paper, but Jolm retained the position of tele- River District, who married Anna Bottum
(since deceased), and has one son, J ohn, who
graph agent until he secured that of accountant
an~ teJler in the· Royal Canadian Bank at Ferresides with our subject; Albert, a coal operator
gus. When the bank failed, in 1869, he accept- in Estevan, Assa. ; J ames, Margery and Cathed a similar position in the Beattie Bank, of erine, at home; and Grace, who died December,
Fergus,· and he became telegraph operator for 1902. Mrs. Watt is a. lady of education and rethe Dominion Telegraph Co., .a position he most finement, and is president of the L adies' Aid
capably filled uptil 1878.
·
Society of the North End of P elee Island. The.
I n this year Mr. Watt's abilities 'vere recog- home life of the family is characterized by exnized by his appointment to the important and treme culture. Both Mr. and Mrs. Watt are
rP.Sp()nsible position of aCCOuntant and teller Of members of the Presbyterian Church, but as
the I mperial Bank of Canada, in the branch there is no Presbyterian Church on the Island
opened at Fergus, where he remai:ued until in they attend the .Methodist, and are active in
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its charitable and benevolent missions. Mr.
Watt has always taken a deep and intelligent
interest in public affairs and has been one of
the prime movers in the accomplishment of the
drainage of the Island. His four years of service as a member of the township council, during three of which he was reeve, were marked
by much influence in the direction of permanent improvements and public-spirited enterprises, and for several years he served as chairman of the school board, his education and
knowledge of the demands of modern life making him well qualified for these positions.
Fraternally he is a l\Iaster Mason, belonging to
the lodge established at Essex:.

II

I

COMME~IORATIVE

JOH~ H. CONOVER, of the firm of Greenllill & Conover, very prosperO\lS hardware merchants of Leamington, and a roan who has been
quite prominent in the affairs of that city, wa~
born in the County of Kent, Ont., Oct. 31, 1864,
a son of Garrett and Julia Ann (Kenney) Conover. He was one of a f amily of nine children,
six of whom survive: David H., a lumberman of
Baldwin, Michigan; William A., a lumberman of
Onaway, Michigan; Mary C., who married Albert Bowersox, of Cedar Springs, Michigan;
Hulda M., who married Albert Corey, of Muskegon, :Jlichigan; Sarah A., who married John
Ainsley, of Pierson, Michigan; and John H.
Garrett Conover was bopn near Toronto, and
there grew to manhood, working upon the farm.
His father, also named Garrett, a farmer and
brewer, came to Canada from Pennsylvania; he
took a prominent part in the colonial wars. Garrett Conover, the father of John H., was marn ..- in Little York, now Toronto, and soon
thereafter moved to the County of Essex, Ont.,
where he engaged in farming. In 1872 he went
t9 Newaygo county, Michigan, where he engaged
in lumbering, and was very successful,. continuing in that line a dozen or fifteen years, when he
retired from active business. At present he is
living in Muskegon, Michigan. In, politics be
was a Conservative, and he still retains his citizenship in Canada. His religious opinions make
of him a Baptist, and he is still a member of that
church. His first wife died in .1872, and he
later married Mrs. David, by whom he had no
children.
John H. Conover remained at home until he
was ten years of age, when he went to live with
his uncle, Peter Conover, at Sea Cliff, County of
Essex, and continued with him until he.was sev-

enteen years of age. He then went to :Michigau
and associated himself with his brothers in a
milling business, remaining there for three years.
However, in 1884, he returned to Canada, and
settled at Leamington, occupying a position in
the hardware store of ,V. .C. Coulson, with whom
he remained until :Mr. Coulson was burned out,
at which time he accepted a position with W. S.
Pulford, and thus continued until 1890. That
year Ur. Pulford sold his business to Mr. Greenhill, and 1\{r. Conover engaged with the latter
gentleman. In 1899 ~I:r. Conover purchased a
half interest in the business, and he is now one
of the leading business men in Leamington, the
concern occupying first place among the houses
of its kind in this vicinity. He is also identified
with other enterprises, being a director of the
South Essex: Oil & Gas Co., o£ which he was one
of the promoters; it was capitalized at $500,000.
In politics Mr. Conover is a Liberal. He is now
serving his fourth term as a member of the town
council, and, judging from the trend of public
sentiment,· it is safe to predict that he will be
offered the nomination of his party for mayor.
On Nov. 18, 1889, Mr. Conover was married
to Miss Dora Crosby, of Uxbridge, County of
()ntario, and they had one child, Clinton C. Mrs.
Conover died in March, 1895, and in April, 1896,
:Mr. Conover married Miss Ida M:. Ryall, daughter of W. H. Ryall, of Leamington, now deceased. One child was born to this marriage,
Garrett R. Fraternally Mr. Conover is a member ·
of I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 140, and the Encampment,
and has :filled all the chairs in both lodges. He
is also a member of the Chosen Friends, and is
very popular in all these organizations. Mr.
Conover is one of the most popular business men
of Leamington. He·is an enthusiastic sportsman,
one of the best trap shooters in the county, and is
a roan generally liked by all classes of men. He
has a handsome and valuable collection of coins,
which is well worthy of note.
ROBERT G. MOON, of Gosfield North, is.
one of the many men in the County of Essex
who have made agriculture their lifelong occupation, and, bringing to their work intelligence,
industry and good business skill, have reaped a.
bountiiul reward from their labor. Mr. Moon
was born in the neighboring County of Oxford,
in the town of Woodstock, Oct. 26, 1856, son of
Jesse and Mary (Burtin) Moon.
Jesse Moon was born in England, where he
was reared. About 1833 he there married Mary
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Hurtin, and, in 1849, came with his family to
Canada. lie settled on a farm in the County of
Oxford, where he died t en years later. Mrs.
Moon survived till 1875, when she, too, passed
away, leaving nine children living, most of
them grown. (1) :Miss Mary, born in 1835, resides in Essex. (2) Caroline, born in July,
1837, married George Leak, of Essex, and has
a large family. (3) Ellen, born in 1839, is the
wife of Charles Smith, of Rochester township.
(4) Eli died in England. (5) Frederick W.,
born in 1844, married Miss .Mary Roc, of Rochester, and settled there. He died in February, 1896, and his wife in 1902, the parents
of children-John E., · Al~rt R., Grace C. 1
Ebert, Lunetta A. (deceased ), Carrie and
Harry (both deceased), Cecil, and J el>sie l\L
(6) Samuel, born in 1846, married in Detroit,
and settled there in business. (7) David, born
in 1848, lived for some years on a farm in Go~
field, Concession 9, and is now living retired in
Battle Creek, Michigan; he married Miss Levera Tilden, of the County of Essex, and has
one son, William. (8) Elizabeth, the first child
of the family born in the County of Essex, in
1851, married Thomas Knight, deceased, and
lives in Port Huron, Michigan, with her two
sons, Jesse and Thomas. (9) Amos, born in
Deeember, 1853, when last heard from was living in Michigan. (10) Robert G.
The father died when Robert G. Moon was
only two years old, and his mother moved to a
farm in Rochester township, in the County of
Bssex, where he was reared. He attended the
district schools, and afterward, wlien quite a
young man, went for one year to the Woodstock high school. He learned the carpenter's
trade, and had been working at it a few years
when be married. Then he bought fifty acres
of land in Concession 9, Gosfield North, and
lived there in the woods for a year, after which
he rented a farm in Rochester for three years.
In 1882 he returned to Gosfield and purchased
a farm in Concession 10, L ot 24, his present
home. He built a log cabin in which he lived
f or some years until l1e got his farm cleared
and good barns and other buildings erected.
1\Iuch of the credit for his success he gives to
his wife, on whose good judgment and able
management he could ever rely, and who was
his cheerful helpmeet in all the hardworking
years. In 1900 the present large brick house
was bnilt, finished in hard wood, and with all
modern improvements. In 1895 l\fr. Moon
bought an adjoining fifty acres, which he has
25
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also cleared and improved, and again in l!JO~
another fifty acres, and he now has one of the
fi.ne places of Gosfield.
On Sept. !>, 1878, Mr. Moon and ) !iss )laggie Turnbull were united in marriage. Mrs.
~loon, who is a year younger than her husband,
was born in the County .of Essex, daughter of
,Jenkins and Jane Turnbull, Scotch people who
came to Canada and settled in Tilbury, where
their <laughter was educated. To ~lr. and l\lrs.
~foon six children have been born : George R.,
born Aug. 2, 1879, married )liss Emma Bacorn,
of Gosfield, and has one daughter, Laura; he
r esides on Concession 11, in Mersea. Charles
E., born in Rochester )fay 15, 1881, is a graduate of Leamington Business College, and is
now employed as a clerk and bookkeeper in
W oodslee; l\fal vena, born on July 17, 1882,
resides with his parents on the farm, and helps
in the tillage of the soil ; Clarence 0., born July
~:1, 1884, is learning the plumbing trade in
Detroit ; Sarah Edna,· born Dec. 26, 1886, is a
great source of help and comfort to her parents
and brothers; and Athol A., born Oct. 14, 1888,
i-s a student in the . Leamington high school.
l\fr. :\loon belongs to the old Reform party
in politics, but }l<l$ never taken an active part
in such work, and has no ambition to hold.
office. Ilis only official connection has been
with the schools, of which l1e was a trustee fornine years. The family all attend the Meth~
ouist Church, and are relied on to help in all
its good works. :\fr. Moon belongs to Woodslee Lodge, No. 220, I. 0. 0. F. He is one of
the progressive, self-made men of the county,
and one of Gosfield 's most substantial and respected citizens.
1\IICIIAEL l\fciTUGII, town clet·k and
municipal officer of Maidstone township, residing on Lot 22, N. :M. R., was born on Lot 16,
Concession 5, in 1\Iaidstone, Sept. 22, 1850.
:Michael and Ellen (McHugh) McHugh (no
relation), his parents, were pionet>rs of .Maidstone. They were both born in County Cavan,
I reland, where they grew up and married, coming to Canada as early as 1845, via Quebec.
They made the trip on a sailing-vessel, the voy- .
age taking seven weeks, and upon reaching Quebec they came direct to Maidstone. They settled in a little log cabin in Concesc:;ion 5, where
they made their home for a number of yeaTs,
until they erected a better house. The father
died in August, 1872, aged sixty-four, while
the mother survived until August, 1893, pass-
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ing away at the age of eighty-four. Religiously
they were Roman Catholics and devout in their
faith. Politically l\lr. l\Icllugh was a Conser. vative. Pive children were born to himself
and wife: Peter, boni in Ireland, was educated
in Canada, and is now a resident of Detroit;
he has a family. Philip, born in Maidstone,
married and settled there, but later moved to
Detroit, where he died, leaving a wife and family. Mary, born in l\Iaidstone, married Peter
· L 'Esperanee, of Maidstone, and they have a
family. Annie, born in l\Iaiclstone, married
C. :Maitre, and they reside in l\Iaidstone; they
have a large family.
:Michael l\Iciiugh, Jr., the subject proper
of this sketch, grew to manhood on the homestead, and received . his education in the district schools, and later became a student in the
Toronto schools. After completing his course
he engaged in teaching for nearly a quarter of
a century, being successful in his work. After
his marriage he lived for a time on the McHugh homestead, but in 1885 he purchased his
present home, at "\Voodslee, where he owns a
fine brick residence, and farm lands outside his
premises.
I n September, 1873, Mr. 1\fcllngh married
:\Iiss Mary Jane l\fcPharlin, who was born in
Maidstone Oct. 16, 1850, daughter of Hugh
and Margaret (Nolan) ~fcPharlin, pioneers of
Maidstone. 1\Irs. McHugh is an educated woman and possesses a charming personality. This
marriage has been blessed with fourteen children, two of whom died young, viz.: .Agnes,
born June 5, 1874, died young. Mary Clara,
born in l\faidstone, Nov. 1, 1875, was educated
in the Essex high school, and for six years
taught school; she is now the wife of James J .
Murphy, a merchant of Ruscom, County of Essex, and they have three children, Francis, l\f.
Monica and James Aloysius. Charles Joseph,
born Dec. 26, 1877, is bookkeeper for one of the
wholesale houses of Detroit; he is unmarried.
~fary Jane, born in 1\Iaidstone, March 27, 1879,
was educated for the profession of teaching;
~he is now the wife of Thomas P. McCloskey,
a railroad employe, of Maidstone Cros.c:;, and
they have one child, Mary Margaret. Jerome
John, born Nov. 1, 1880, is at home. Arthur
Michael born Jan. · 1, 1883, assists in the office
and on the· farm. Ann Elizabeth, born Dec.
24, 1884, died in infancy. A!riles Anastasia,
born Jan. 26, 1886, is a saleslady in J. J. Murphy's general store at . Ruscom, Ont. Frances
Loretto, born Aug. 27, 1887, assists her mother,

at home. William Vincent, born April l a,
1889, is a student at Assumption College, ·saudwich. Simon Leo, born June 28, 1891, 1\fabel
Margaret Ellen, born March 30, 1893, Ann
Veronica, born July 26, 1895, and Franci~
Aloysius, born Jan. 29, 1897, are all pupils
in the home school.
Religiously Mt'. and Mrs. l\Icllugh are members of the Catholic Church, and they wert}
~•mong the early supp01·ters of the church in
~Iaidstone.
Politically }.Ir. McHugh has always been identified with the Conservative
party. I n 1891 he was elected town clerk,
which position he still holds, and he is also
one of the county auditors, having held that
position for thirteen years. He is in every
way a responsible, solid, upright man. He is
e. member of the C. 1\I. B . .A ., at 1\faidstone.
Mr. McHugh has been engaged as a conveyancer of Jand, and is a general business
man. For many years l1e .was one of the leading instructors of the County of Essex, anu
he is one of Maidstone 's public-spirited, ambitious men, whose efforts have always been
directed toward good municipal government
and improvement, provided the latter are best
f.or the community at large. H e is loved and
esteemed by all who have relations with him,
and many of the leading men of the County
of Essex point to him with pride as the one who
guided them in their early studies, and imparted knowledge gained d uring a long and
useful life. Mr. McHugh is a man of untarnished honor, whose acts as a public official are
such as to gain distinction for him and the
gratitude of his constituents. H e is one of
the popular men of the township, and his stand.
ing demonstrates that sterling worth and high
character are truly appreciated.
W I LLIAl\1 PHILLI PS is a native of Lincolnshire, England, where he was born in 1850,
a son of Andrew Phillips. His grandfather was
also born in England, and there died. We have
mention of three of his children, William,
Thomas and Andrew.
Andrew Phillips, the father of William, was
the only one of the family to come to Ontario,
and he settled in Windsor, where he followed
the carpenter's trade. He inarried, in England,
Miss Martha Morris, who was born in England,
Feb. 18, 1823. .Andrew Phillips died in November, 1887, but his widow still survives.' They
were the parents of the following. children:
James M., who served in the American Rebellion,
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ami is: now deceased; Thomas, of Michigan; William; Frederick, of Windsor; H enry, of Michigan; Richard, of Owosso, Michigan (all of these
were born in England); and .Albert and Frank,
born in Windsor, where they still reside.
William Phillips was only six years old when
brought by his parents to Ontario, and with the
exception of two years spent in Detroit has lived
in that Province ever since. In 1866, when only
sixteen, he served in the Fenian Raid, and he has
a handsome silver medal, .made at the Royal
Mint, bestowed upon him for gallant services.
After his war services he went into the bakery
business, but was obliged to give up this line
of work for one which would keep him out of
doors, on account of ill health. He accordingly
learned the' carpenter's trade, and for many
years was employed by the American government in the construction of lighthouses. Since
1898 h e has been foreman for D. M. Ferry & Co.,
at their Windsor office.
On May 11, 1871, Mr. Phillips m~trried Isabella Bain, daughter of William and Mary
(Stone) Bain, and granddaughter of Angus
Bain and William Stone. Mrs. Phillips was born
in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct. 6, 1850. Her father followed the foundry business in Sandwich, and
was also justice of the peace and inspector of
weights and measures. His death occurred in
Sandwich, F eb. 28, 1874, and his widow passed
away in September, 1899. After their marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Bain settled in Kingston, and they
became the parents of the following children,
all of whom, except Mrs. Phillips, are now deceased: Hugh, Martha, Jane, William, Isabella
("M:rs. Phillips), Mary and Angus. Mr. Bain's
father, Angus Bain, was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, and died in his native land; he was
the father of the following children: Hugh, Angus, William, J ohn, Isabella, M:ary and Agnes.
In 1852 Hugh Bain, when only fourteen years
oi age, received a gold medal for making a brass
cannon. Mrs. Phillips has borne her husband
six children: William; Mary, widow of William
Sigler, who was killed in Detroit, July 13, 1901,
by an electric light wire, whlle at work for the
Bell Telephone Co. (she has two children, Hattie
and Charles M.); Edith, married to Weston
Hartford, of Leamington, Ont., a conductor on
the Ann Arbor railroad, residing in Ypsilanti,
. 1\Iichjgan; Charles Bain, deceased; Belle, deceased; and I sabella, a student in the Windsor
Business· College. :M:r. and Mrs. Phillips are
. members of the English Church, in which they
are quite active. Politically Mr. Phillips is a
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Conservative, and fraternally he is a member of
the I .O.O.P. Both h e and his most excellent
wife have spent most of their life in this Yicinity and have been thoroughly identified with its
best interests.
M. WILLIAM WIII'l'E, a farmer of t.he
township of Sandwich South, County of Essex,
was born Nov. 10, 1860, at his present home. He
comes from a family well known in the region,
being a son of Peter White, and is a representative man of his generation, as his father was of
the previous generation.
Peter White was born in 1809, in County
Tipperary, Ireland, and came to America when a
young man, settling in Amherstburg, County of
Essex, Ont., in 1837. I n 1838 he was married, by
Bishop McCloskey, of Detroit, to Matilda
Gore, who was born in 1815, in Dublin, Ireland,
and the young couple located in the Indian Reserve, on the river front, near the old Indian
burying-ground, where Mr. White farmed for a
year. He then purchased the place now o'vned
and occupied by his son William, which is on the
town line in the township of Sandwich South, .
Lot 6. The place was then in its primitive state,
and :M:r. White erected a log house and commenced life in true pioneer style, prospering in
spite of hardships, and laying the foundations
for a comfortable home. He made numerous improvements on his land, which thus increased in
value from year to year, and in time the log
house was supplanted by a good frame dwelling,
in which he lived until his death. lie became
prominent in the affairs of the locality, taking
just as much interest in promoting the welfare
of the community as he did in hls own prosperity, and he was justly regarded as one of the
most valuable citizens of his section. He was
well known throughout his section of the county,
and the invariable expression of his n eighbors
was that he was a good man in every one of life's
relations. H is kindly disposition and upright
character made him beloved as well as esteemed,
and his wife shared in the respect and affection
which he commanded among their wide circle of
friends. Mr. White was one of the early promoters of popular education in his county, and
was one of the school trustees of the township
of Sandwich, and continued to be active in the
cause of education all his life. In fact, he was
noted for solid worth wherever he was known,
and as a man who followed the dictates of a
strong conscience and a broad, charitable disposition.
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~lr. and Mrs. White reared a large family of
children, of whom we have the following record: ( 1) H ugh, the eldest, born in Anderdon,
died at the home place when thirty-six years old.
lle was a clerk for George Mason, of Sandwich,
for a number of years, and also left a farm. (2)
Ellen is the wife of Richard Shuel, and has five
children, Alvin, Maud, Lena, Fannie and Ilugh.
They reside in Sandwich South.
(3) Louise,
born in Sandwich South, is the widow of J ohn
Niel, and resides in the County of ·w elland, Canada. She has one daughter, Emma. ( 4) Fannie married Alexander Sunderland, and both
are deceased. They left two children, Mary and
Lillie, the latter since deceased.
( 5) Edward
married Lizzie Rood, of Canada, and they settled on his farm in Sandwich South, where he
died in 1880, leaving his wife with one daughter, Stella. (6) Lizzie died in young womanhood. ( 7) Emily is the wife of Robert Sunderland, now of Detroit, Michigan; they have no
living children. (8) Alice died in childhood.
(9) M. William, whose name introduces this
sketch, · is the only surviving son. The mother
passed away in October, 1894, and the father on
April 11, 1895. They were members of the
Church of England, and politically he was a
Grit. H e held many local offices, serving acceptably in all of them.
l\I. William White grew to manhood on the
home place, and ha8 always remained there. He
received the advantages of a good common.school
edncation, but began work quite early, and was
only a young man when the management of the
place came into his hands. · He has made many
improvements· on the property, and in 1899
erected a large bank barn. His conduct of the
place has been attended with profitable results,
his work entitling him to a place among the int elligent and thrifty farmers of t he neighborhood.
In February, 1890, Mr. White married Miss
Sarah McLaughlin, who was born in the County
of Welland, Canada, in 1866, {n'ew up in that
county, and came to the old White homestead
upon her marriage, dying there in October , 1900.
She left no ·children. Her parents, Edwin and
Sarah :McLaughlin, were natives of I reland. Mrs.
White was a member of the Church of England.
Politically Mr. White has always been a Grit,
and he has been active in local matters, like his
father taking especial interest in public education: he has held the 'office of school treasurer
for five years. · Socially :Mr. White belongs to the
Masonic order at Windsor.

RE::\IIE CECILE, one of the self-made men
of Sandwich East, who has worked his way up
till he now possesses a competence, was born at
Windsor, Oct. 19, 1840, son of Antoine and Angel (Morand) Cecile.
Antoine Cecile, his paternal grandfather, was
for many years a blacksmith on the river front,
but later moved back to the Tecumseh Road,
where he died, leaving one son and three daugh.
ters. Emily, the eldest daughter, was the wife
of Victor Ouellette, of Windsor; both are no'"
deceased, leaving two daughters who reside in
that city. Monique, the second, born in Windsor,
was the wife of Thomas Antaya, of the river
Canard, and is now deceased. Catherine, born
in Windsor, is the widow of Samuel LeTour- ·
neau, and with her children lives in Windsor.
Antoine Cecile (2), the only son, followed
his father's trade and combined it with farming,
as at the death of his father the farm home descended to him. He lived there at the homestead until his death in 1886, aged seventy
years, and his wife survived him six years, dying at the age of seventy-nine. They were devout Catholics, and were numbered among the
founders of the first church established in Sandwich. Antoine Cecile and his wife left a family of seven children, as f ollo,vs : Emily, the wife
of Frank Garden, who lives at Detroit; Artemise,
who married Charles Teno, of Detroit; Emma,
the wife of Cyrile Lesperance, of Sandwich
East; Virginia, married! to John Tour, of Walkerville; Eliza, who married George Nantais, of
Walkerville; Ferdinand, a resident of Detroit ,
who married Arcanze P aquette, who is now deceased ; and Remie.
Remie Cecile grew up on his father's farm,
and be l1elped clear the land and develop it to its
present condition. When a young man he bought
a threshing machine, worked by horse power, and
has worked at threshing in various parts of the
county for forty-five years. H is first more
primitive machine was replaced by a steam
thresher, and later by one of a still more highly
improved variety. He also owns all kinds of machines for agricultural work, and has never had
any difficulty with this kind of work. Mr. Cecile
has also invested quite largely in real estate and
has bought not only the old homestead, but 100
acres adjoining. On both he has erected an entire set of new buildings, and has established hisson J oseph on the latter place. H e also built ·a
hotel on a part of it, which his son George con(hicts.
·

MR . REMIE CECILE

MRS. HEMIE CECILE.
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Jn 1860 Mr. Cecile married Miss Caroline Hebert, who was born in Sandwich East, April 6,
18-U, and belongs to an old. French family of
Sandwich. Her parents, J ohn and Maggie (McGregory) Hebert, resided in the County of Essex, where the father worked as a farmer and
carpenter, and he died in 1896, at the advanced
age of eighty-eight years; the mother passed
away i n 1864, aged forty-four. Both were members of the Catholic Church. Their children were
as follows: J ohn, a fisherman of Sandwich East;
Gregory, of Windsor, Ont.; EHza, deceased ;
Henry, a hotel-keeper of Sandwich East; Annie,
deceased, who married George Couvion; Peter,
deceased; Thresa, who married Gilbert Sharon,
of Windsor, Out.; Caroline, wife of Remie Cecile; and Francis, a farmer of Maidstone township, County of :Essex.
Mr . and l\frs. Cecile have had children as
follows: (1) George, a hotel-keeper, who lives on
t he 'follcumseh Road, married Florence Lafond,
ar:d they have six children, Eugene, Ida, Eva,
Rosa, Clarence and Adelia. (2} Alber t, who lives
on the river front in Sandwich East, married
E liza Tousignant, and has seven children, Louise,
Alex, Alfred, J osephine, Lina; J erry and Isadore. (3) H enry, living on the river front, married Miss Sophia l\Iailloux, and is the father of
four children, Alphonse, Vendrille, Valerie and
O:mey. (4) Adolphus, who lives on the Tecumseh Road, married Florence St. Antoine, and h as
ttree children, Ellen, Raymond and Eveline.
(5) J oseph married Armeline Berthiaume, and
lives on a part of the old homestead; they have
two daughters, Marie and Mabel. (6) Arthur/
who married E dwige Gouin, is a clerk in a store
in Tecumseh. (7) Albemie, living on the Tecumseh Road, married Ella Pritchard, and has two
cl1ildren,· Belva and Oscar. (8) F erdinand, unmarried, is at home. (9) Ernest, unmarried is
at home. (10) Elizabeth, the deceased wife of
Israel Louzon, of Sandwich East, left t wo sons,
Arthur and Adolphus. (11) Minnie, unmarried, is at home. The family are all members
of the Catholic Church. All have received gQQ4
educational advantages.
In politics 1\fr. Cecile is a Conservative. For
a year he served as a councillor, and for f ourteen was treasurer of the school board. He is a
deserving and industrious man, and, though he
started in life with no advantages of education
and with little means, he has by unremitting toil
succeeded in life, and is now reaping the reward
of his early industry, en joying in his present af-
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iluence the universal r espect and liking of his
neighbors. He bas proved a good business man,
and has won success by being honorable and just
in all his dealings, and has never been engaged
in a lawsuit, even when he has been the injured
party. It is no wonder that he is well thought
of by all who know him. H e has always been
public-spirited, and is at present serving as
commissioner of ·west Marsh Drain ; he gave a
strip of land on his farm forty feet wide, comprising five acres, for an electric railway, as
well as two places where the pumps are situated.
In spite of hard work he is well preserved and
young in appearance, and he is very active and
pleasant to deal with.
ALBERT S. CUlVIMIFORD, a farmer of
Gosfield North, on the Talbot Road North, Lot
277, is a member of one of the prominent pioneer families of the County of Essex:, and bears
a name always regarded with the highest respect. H is present home was also the scene of .
his birth, which occurred Sept. 17, 1841.
His
parents were James and Ann (J ones) Cummiford, the former born in .Chatham, County of
Kent, July 25, 1818, and the latter in Somersetshire, E ngland, in January, 1819.
The maternal grandparents were John and
Elizabeth Jones, who came to Canada from E ngland, and settled on a farm in :Maidstone, Coun·
ty of Essex:. John Jones was a weaver by trade,
and followed that occupation as long as he lived,
while his sons carried <>n the farm. The paternal
grandparents were Thomas and Margaret Cum·
miford, who were both born in Ireland. H e was
a soldier in the British army, came to Canada,
and was stationed at Fort Malden at t he time of
his discharge.
He first settled at Chatham,
County of Kent, for a short time, and then
moved to t he present home in 1832. He cleared
the wild land and made· a good farm, and re·
mained there until 1848, when he moved to
Grand R apids, :Michigan, settling on a farm,
where he died. His first wife died at Chatham,
and for his second he married a Miss Moore, who
left no family.
Mrs. 1\Iargaret Cummiford left three sons and
two daughters: ( 1) Thomas, the eldest, followed
the lakes and became a captain of a vessel. He
died of smallpox while on one of his voyages.
(2) Isaac died when a boy of sixteen years. (3)
Rebecca became the wife of J ohn M. Dalson, of
Chatham, and died leaving a family of three
children, Ellen, Charles and Henry. ( 4) :Mar-
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garet married W . Wigle, who settled in Gosfield,
where they both died, leaving six children, Joseph 1\{., deceased; Rebecca, deceased wife of
Henry Fox; Euphemia, deceased wife of J ackson
R.eeves, of Gosfield ; Louisa, wife of Jason Herrington, of Gosfield; Catherine, wife of James
Endsley, of Gosfield; and Josiah, deceased. (5)
James was our subject's father.
James Cummiford grew up at the present
home purchased from his father in 1840, and
made it his permanent abode. There he erected a
log house and made general improvements. Later
in his life be built a sawmill at North Ridge,
which he operated, and he died in North Ridge
in April, 1901. His widow now lives with her
son Albert. James CummLford was a local minister in the Methodist Church for forty years,
and was one of the first founders of church work
in his section. Politically he was a Liberal for a
great many years, was magistrate of Gosfield,
also a member of the council, and a very prominent man in local politics generally.
To James Cummiford and his wife a family
of nine children was born: (1) Albert S. is the
eldest. (2) Catherine, born in 1843, became the
wife of John J . Williams, of Gosfield; both are
deceased. (3) Salina, born in 1845, is the widow
of John McAlister, o£ Michigan, and has two
children, Stella and Maud. ( 4) Rebecca is the
deceased wife of Thomas Squires, of Gosfield,
and left two daughters, Cecilia and Minnie, the
latter deceased. (5) Louisa became the wife of
Andrew English, of Blenheim, County of Kent,
and died leaving no family.
(6) Windle S.,
born in 1853, married Miss Bell H illier, of Gosfleld, and resides at South Woodslee; .they have
one son, Frank. (7 ) Milton married Miss Sarah
Armstrong, of Strathroy, where he engaged in
business. They have a family of five children,
Shirley, Pauline, Bessie, Lytle and Edith. (8)
Amelia died when a young lady. (9) Emily is
the wife of David McCreary, of Gosfield, ~nd
has one son, Glen.
. .
·
Albert S. Cummiford gre:w up at home, receiving most of his education in the family, as
school advantages then were limited. He always
assisted apout the farm and while still young assumed all the responsibility of the man·agement.
When he married he brought his wife there, and
has always made it his home. 1\fost of the improvements on the place are his work, as he
cleared the greater part of it, p'u t up needed
farm buildings, 'and in 1872 erected the comfortable modern house' in which his family now
lives.
·
·· ·

In October, 1865, lli. Cummiford was married to l\liss Ellen Colthorp, who was born in
1842, daughter of James and Elizabeth Colthorp,
who moved to the County of Essex from Lower
Canada. To this union have come three children: (1 ) Arthur, the eldest, born in October,
1866, has received a good education at the home
schools. He married .Miss Presetta R. Garinger,
of Gosfield, and they reside with his father at the
homestead. They have two children, Gladys,
born in 1893, and Lorne, born in 1900. (2)
Ada, born in 1868, married W. N. Trimble, of
Ottawa, and they now reside at Strathcona, near
Edmonton, in Northwest Canada, where Mr.
Trimble is engaged in the real estate business.
They have two children, Grace and Albert. (3)
1\faud, born in 1880, was graduated from the Essex high school, and is one of the successful
teachers of the County of Essex.
Religiously :Mr. Cummiford and his family
are connected with the 11:lethodist Church, where
he has been one o£ the active workers ever since
he was a young man; he was a steward for seven
years. In politics he has always been found in
the ranks of the old Liberal party, and for over
t wenty-five years has filled the office of county
constable, a record which alone would speak for
his interest in the public welfare, for his faithfulness in service and his efficiency.
CHARLES LITTLE, Sa., a retired farmer
of 1\faidstone, South Talbot Road, Lot 291, is a
well-known resident of the County of Essex. He
was born March 31, 1836, in County Tyrone,
Ireland, and his parents, Lindsey and Catherine
(Cocane) Little, were both also natives of County Tyrone, where the father was born in 1818,
and the mother in 1821.
I n 1837 the family crossed the ocean on a
sailing-vessel to New York, the voyage taking
fourteen weeks, and went thence to Pittsburg,
P ennsylvania, where they lived some six years,
removing then into Ohio. . There Mr. Little
farmed for a year, and then r emov!!d to Detroit,
which, at that time, in 1843, was but a small village. The family soon moved to Windsor, Ont.,
where they r esided awhile, and then removed to
Sandwich E ast, living there for several years.
Then Mr. Little purchased of Col. Talbot a farm
in :Maidstone, located near Woodslee. Here a· log
cabin was built, tbe largest part 'of which was a
huge fireplace buil.t of mud and sticks, the logs
for which were drawn ;rom th~ f orests by i
horse and rolled, int~ t~e fire, later. becoming ·i
bed of glowing coals, and throwing out heat and
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cheeriness not to be equalled by any modern
methods of lighting or heating. Here 1\fr. Little
engaged in ditching on Lake Erie, earning
ecough to provide for his family. He had to
carry his provisions on his back a distance of
some twenty miles. There being no gristmills at
this time, they found it necessary to burn a hole
in the heart of a large oak stump and there
pounded and ground corn to make mush and
cakes. The next best grinding machine was
about two miles away, their neighbor having a
home-made coffee-mill, and our subject and his
brother Robert carried the grain to be crushed
in this crude mill. For a long time they lived
on the cakes made from this coarse meal and the
wild game that was still plentiful.
In 18511\Ir. Little was bereft of his wife, who
left five children. She had been a faithful participant in all his hardships, and during the
lonely years on the farm assisted all in her
power. The death of his wife induced Mr. Little
to trade off his farm of 100 acres for one horse,
with which he took his children back to Windsor.
There he married Eliza McN'attan, who was born
in Ireland, and then he purchased the farm on
Talbot street where our subject now lives, cleared
the same from a wild condition and made many
improvements. Tie died there May 9, 1887, leavicg his widow and two children. She died June
6, 1903. The children were William and Sarah,
the former of whom married and settled in Essex; the latter is the wife of Joseph Farrow, of
Sandwich South, and has five children, Lindsey,
William, Thomas, Eliza and Pearl.
Our subject is the eldest son of the first marriage, the others being as follows: (2) Robert,
who married in l\faidstone Miss :Matilda Ake, of
Essex, resides in l\Ianitoba, where he is postmaster of his village and engaged in a general busin~ line. Their children ·were Eliza, Lindsey,
Frank, Belinda, Annie, Edward, Albert, Amos
(deceased), Emory and Allen. ( 3) :Mary A.
(deceased), born in the County of Essex, married (first) Robert Hurst, deceased, by whom she
had three children, Lindsey, Eliza and Robert
Hurst; she married for her second husband the
late Reuben Smith, and had seven children,
George, Wiiliam and Herbert, all residing and
ranching in Manitoba; and David, Hattie, Cassie
and Daniel, in the County ot Essex. ( 4) Eliza
J. is the wife of Samuel Ellis, a retired farmer
of the County of Essex, and they have three children, Felecia, Samuel and Sarah. (5) George,
'vho married Miss Harriet Dixon, of Sandwich
South, is a farmer on the town line, and they
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have a family of ten children, Charles, Susan,
H arriet, Arthur, George, Roy, Leonard, J ennie,
Nellie and Cora.
Our subject learned the carpenter trade in his
youth and worked at the same for twelve years,
and then began to farm. On Feb. 9, 1859, he
married Miss Elizabeth Robinson, daughter of
James and Sabina Robinson, one of the first families of Essex Centre, where their sons still reside. 1\fr. and 1\frs. Little settled on the present
home farm, on which Mr. Little erected a comfortable frame house, ·which the family occupied
until 1880, when he built his present brick home,
one of the fine modern homes which now ornament Talbot Street. For fifteen years Mr. Little
followed butchering, having a stall in the Windsor market, and delivering meat through Essex
and other towru;. He also had a sawmill business,
and engaged in merchandising for twenty-four
years, 11aving much business ability and enterprise. Beginning with a tract of twenty-five
acres of land given him by his father, l\Ir. Little purchased fifty acres more, and still anothe'r
fifty acres in Sandwich South, also owning eighty
acres near the homestead, on which he has located his children. lie owns additional tracts in·
differ·ent parts of the county. His home farm
is conceded to be one of the finest in this section.
well located, capably managed and finely improved.
A record of the nine children born to Mr. and
l\Irs. Little is as follows: (1) Sabina, born Nov.
18, 185(), married Thomas Webster, who has been
grain buyer for Hiram ·walker & Sons for the
past thirty years, and they have five children,
Lizzie, Mary, George, Thomas and Madeleine.
(2) Catherine, born Dec. 21, 1861, is the wife of
Albert Perry, who resides in Essex, and · they
have five children, Ada (the wife of S. J ohnston), l\lartha (the wife of John 1\IcKee),
Charles, John and May. (3) Geor~e. born Aug.
l4, 1863, was drowned in his father's millpond
May 27, 1881, a young man of great ·promise.
( 4) Nelson, born Feb. 4, 1866, was married Oct.
24, 1888, to Miss Alberta Stokes, of Detroit, and
they reside in one of his father's farms in 1\faidstone; they have six children, Ethel, Lizzie, Robert, 1\Iyrtle, IIarold and Hazel Pj. ( 5) Charles
and (6) J ennie, twins; were born Dec. 16, 1870.
The former married Ida SpringsteaQ, of Dutton,
Ont., and they reside on his farm in ~Jaidstone:
they have four children, Ernest. Flossie, Gertrude and Bessie. Jennie married Charles Mad·dams, who was born in England, nnd is an en¢necr on the Detroit boats; they have twO" c:hil-
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dren, Edison aou Ella. (7 ) John R., born Jan.
31, 1874, was graduated from the Detl·oit Business College in August, 1894, has spent four
years of his life in buying and selling lumber,
and has engaged in sawmill work in partnership
with his brother Charles; he also operates the
farm given him by his father. Ile is one of the
intelligent, prog1·essive young business men of
his section and is Yery cordially received socially. (8) Robert, born Sept. 11, 1875, died
Jan. 15, 1891. (9) Thomas, born April 16,
1877, married )!iss Maggie Cbevilla, a French
lady, of l\Iaidstone, where they reside on a farm;
they ha\·e tlll'<~e children, Gladys, Wallace and
Florence. ~Ir. and )Irs. Little adopted Teresa
Silverthorn, from the London Orphans' Home,
and she has grown into a dutiful maiden of
eleven years.
Religiously t his family is connected with the
Baptist Church, but the elder Mr. Little was a
member of the Methodist Church, and was one
of t he founders of religious work in this section.
Mr. Little has always been interested in church ·
and Sunday-school work, and has been a liberal
contributor to its support. Politically he is ideo. tified with the old Liberal party, but has never
aspired to office. Positions have beeh many
times pressed upon him by different boards, but
he h as refused to assume the duties.
Jlt:r. Little has now reached that part of his
life when he can feel entitled to enjoy the results of years of activity. Few men in the neighborhood are more widely or favorably known.
From early boyhood he has watched the development of his section, and has been identified with
most of its pt·ogression, assisting in establishing
schools and churches and business enterprises,
and i n turning the waste places into blooming
gardens and fertile fields. He has set an example in his community, and has reared to the
utmost respectability and reliability a family
whose members reflect credit upon him and his
most estimable "·ife, and upon the looality where
they have been reared.
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THOMAS REID, head distiller at the Hiram
Walker & Sons' Distillery, Walkerville, Ont., is
d escended from Scottish ancestry, though his
father, Joseph Reid, was born in Ireland in 1811.
In his native land Joseph Reid married :Mary
McNeil, who was also born in the Emerald I sle,
in 1813. I n 1833 they ca·me to Canada, locating
in Stanbridge township, County of 1\fissisquoi,
Province of Quebec, where the father followed
farming until his death, May 10, 1844.
He

;

'

served in the Rebellion of 1837-38. In religious
faith he was a Presbyterian. Ilis widow r esided
jn Walkerville, surviving him until September,
1887. To Joseph Reid and his wife were born
the following children : Eliza, widow of Mathew
Clark, of Belleville, Ont.; Matilda M., deceased,.
who married Thomas Gallaway; William, deceased, who was for a time with Hiram Walker
of Walkervile; Susan, deceased, who married
Isaac Ilillier ; and Thomas.
Thomas Reid was born in the Province of
Quebec, July 14, 1844, two months after his f a·
ther's death, and when a year old was taken by
his widowed mother to Collins Bay, near Kingst on, Ont., where he grew to manhood. At eleven
years of age he commenced to worl< out his own
destiny, taking up any honest ·worl~ he could
find, and he early found employment on the
Grand Trunk railroad, at Collins Bay. Later
he was in the mills at Collins Bay, but in 1862
he removed to Walkerville. At that time the
Walkerville distillery had been in operation four
years, and he found employment in that plant,
where he rose rapidly, in April, 1873, becoming
head distiller of that immense concern, the position he still r etains. In 1890 Walkerville was incorporated as a town, and Mr. Reid was a member of the first council. I n 1897 and 1898 l'I:Ir.
Reid was made mayor of Walkerville, and with
the exception of two years has been a member of
the council since his first election in 1890. In
1897 he was appointed justice of the peace for
the County of Essex, and is an incumbent of that
office at the present writing.
In August, 1866, Mr. Reid married 1\iiss
Elizabeth McAfee, who was born in Ottawa in
1847. H er grandfather, James McAfee, born in
Ireland in 1790, died in Detroit in 1857; his wife,
Elizabeth, born in Ireland in 1798, died in Detroit in 1855, and both are buried in that city.
Their children were: Mary, Ellen, Elizabeth,
J ohn, Ann, Fanny and H enry. IIenry McAfee,
father of Mrs. Reid, was born in Ireland, Jan.
10, 1816, and died in Detroit, Oct. 25, 1892. He
married Ann J ane Carter, born in 1819 and died
in 1853, and to this union were born the following children: John, deceased: Jane, who married Charles B. Ford; Elizabeth, Mrs. Reid; and
William Henry, of Michigan, who married Caroline Daly. For his second wife Henry McAfee
married Mrs. Jane Ann Smith, and to this union
was born one son, J ames Lee, now of Detroit, who
was married there to Elizabeth Strause.
Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
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Reid : Hattie died at the age of five years;· Andrew, who is employed in the distillery at WalkerYille, married Lena Kendal, by whom he bas
one son, Walter; Jennie is the wife of Dr. W. H.
Rankin, of Brooklyn, New York, and has two
children, Thomas Reid and Edith Annetta; Annie Edith is deceased; Adaline Louise is at home.
In 1892 ~Ir. and Mrs. Reid erected the modern
brick residence on Second street, Walkerville,
where they still reside. l\Ir. Reid and his family attend the Presbyterian Church, of which
Mrs. Reid is a member. Politically Mr. Reid is
a member of the Liberal party, and fraternally
he is a member of the 1\fasons and of the I.O.O.F.
l'pright in all his dealings, progressive and public-spirited, he is justly r egarded as one of the
leading men of his section of the county.
VICTOR E. l\IARENTETTE, a leading
dealer in books, stationery and fancy goods, of
Windsor, is descended from one of the pioneer
French families of the County of Essex.
Benjamin l\Iarentette, his grandfather, was
born in Windsor in 1783, of French parentage.
The maiden name of his wife was Genevieve
Peltier, and to them were born children as follows: (1) Clotilde (deceased), married David
Parent; and after his death became the wife of
Charles Francois J annisse; both were farmers in
the County of Essex. (2) Alexander, a farmer
in the County of Essex, married Adeline Marentette, of Sandwich West. (3) Justine married
Hypolite Reaume, now deceased, ·who was a
mason contractor in Windsor. (4) Caesar (deceased) was city treasurer for several years. He
married Sarah Parent, of Sand\vich East. (5)
Samuel, a farmer in the County of Essex, married Salome Jannisse, of Sandwich East.
Benjamin 1\farentette, Jr., the father of our
subject, was born in Windsor, at the old home·
stead, in 1813, and died in his native place in
1897. He was a blacksmith by trade, and also
owned a farm in the County of Essex. During
the Rebellion of 1837 he was a private and
served bravely. In politics he was a Conserva·
tive, and in religious faith a Roman Catholic. He
served as councillor, also school trustee, for several years. In 1841 Mr. Marentette and Victoire
Parent were united in marriage. She was the
daughter of James Parent, of Sandwich West,
and is still living, at the advanced age of eightyseven; she has seen her fourth generation. This
union was blessed with the following children:
(1) Adolphus married Marie Anne Berthiaume,
and lives in Windsor. (2) Euphrasie, unmar·
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ried, is at home. (3) Anestasie married Charles
II. l\farentette, and lives in Windsor. To them
were born the following children : Rose (deceased), George, Arthur, Victor F. (who served
in the South African War), Blanche, Beulah
(deceased), Ulysse (deceased), Dora and Flossie. (4) Joseph A. (deceased) married Julia
Geraud, and to them was born one daughter,
Irma. (5) Onesime married Kate Cloutier, and
both are deceased. (6) James E. married Iledwidge Ouellette, and to them were born the following children: Oscar (deceased), Eugene,
I..ena, Theodore ( deceas~d), Alma, Alfred and
Louis.
Victor E. Marentette was born in Windsor,
Dec. 11, 1854, and was educated in the public
schools of that city. Upon reaching man's
estate, in the year 1871, he commenced his
business career as a clerk in the bookstore of
George Fraser, and later in the same capacity
was with George Grant, M:. Dalgelish, Colbour
Wright and George Copeland. Having thoroughly mastered all the details of the business,
1\Ir. l\Iarentette embarked in the same line :for
himself in 1881, and now occupies three floors of
the building in which be first located. During
the holiday season he employs from ten to bvel ve
clerks. Having devote-d his time and attention
to his business affairs, 1\Ir. l\Iarentette takes but
little interest in political matters, aside from
casting his vote for the candidate of the Conservative party. In 1879 Mr. Marentette and
Susan Delphine Labadie, a daughter of Charles
and Susan (Jannisse) Labadie, were united in
marriage. Mrs. Marentette was born in Sandwich
in 1857. To this union have come the following
children : May Beatrice (deceased), Ernest, Leo
(deceased), Amanda, Edna, Marie Rose (deceased) , Cecila and Hortense. Mr. and Mrs.
l\farentette adopted Miss Rose Labadie, a niece
of the latter, and have given her a pleasant home
since childhood. All are consistent members of
the Roman Catholic Church. Mr. Marentctte is
one of the enterprising business men of the city,
and he and his family enjoy a widespread popularity among their fellow-townspeople.
JOHN DONNELLY, a prosperous farmer of
East River, Puce, 5th Concession, County of Essex, was born at his present home, April 14,
1867, and is a son of John and Mary (Sexton)
Donnelly, old pioneers of 1\faidstone. His grandfather, John Donnelly, for a time lived at Black
Rock, New York State. He came to Canada and
died in Maidstone, near the present home of his
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grandson, John. His death occurred in 1846,
and he left two sons and t hree daughters : ( 1)
William, 'the ~ldest, lived at London, Ont., being- a conductor on the Great Western for many
years, and he died at London, leaving two sons,
Charles and John, both of Buffalo, New York.
(2) . 1\Iargaret married Henry Bray, of London,
Ont. (3) Sarah married Patrick Murphey, of
Chicago, but had no children. (4) J ane married J ohn Dugan, of Chicago, and died in that
city, leaving a family. (5) John became the
father of our subject.
John Donnelly was born at Black Rock, New ·
York State, in May, 1821, and his wife was born
in County Limerick, I reland, in 1825, daughter
of Cornelius and Mary (Connely) Sexton, who
came to Canada from Ireland in 1826, crossing
the ocean on a sailing-vessel; the voyage consumed nine weeks. They settled on the Talbot
Road, in Sandwich West, where he lived as a
farmer all of his life, and both died at that
home. Mrs. Donnelly and Mrs. Catherine Blanchard are the only survivors of this old family.
John Donnelly was reared in Canada, and
early engaged in work on the lake, running a
scow to Detroit, handling wood for a large number of lumber yards. In 1841 he married Mary
Sexton, and settled at the homestead on Puce
Creek, where he cut down the timber to build a
home. Here he and his wife passed their married life, and he cleared up and improved the
. farm, erecting bat·ns and outbuildings.
His
death occurred F eb. 14, 1895, and his widow now
makes her home on the farm. Politically he was
a Reformer, and held the office of member of the
council for a number of years. I n religion he
was a devout member o£ the Catholic Church.
The children of John and 1\Iary Donnelly
were~ Ellen, born in 1849, died unmarried at the
home, April 21, 1901; Margaret, born in 1851,
now deceased, married John Rodgers, of Detroit, who died J an. 4, 1900, leaving three children, John, William and Ellen, who make their
home with the mother of our subject; Catherine,
born in 1854, married Edward Sexton, of Buf- ·
falo, New York, and has two sons, Bernard and
Edward; Sarah, born in 1856, married William
Ehvood, a farmer of Maidstvne, and has five children, William, John, Mary, Sarah and Joseph;
Rose, born in 1859, married Frederick France,
of Buffalo, New York, and has five children,
J oseph, Marie, Alice, Lawrence and Vincent;
_Emm3:, born in 1861, married Ernest Calkins,
o£ Chicago, . and · has one daughter, Mary Calkins; John is the subject of this sketch.

John Donnelly, the youngest in the family,
was reared upon the farm, receiving a fair education, and earnest training in the faith of the
Catholic Church, at the Catholic schools of Detroit, Michigan. When a young man he was employed in the car shops at Pullman, Illinois,
there remaining seven years. He also worked at
the same business at Buffalo, New York, but returned home after the death of his father, and
became manager of the farm.
On J an. 17, 1895, Mr. Donnelly married
Mary Blanchard, born in Maidstone in April,
1875, a daughter of Joseph and Catherine Blanchard, pioneers of this locality. Mr. and Mrs.
Donnelly reside at the homestead, where he carries on general farming, in which he is very suceessful. He and his wife have become the parents of the following named children: l\fary,
born April 21, 1896; Rose, Oct. 13, 1897; William, l\lay 3, 1899; Joseph, July 9, 1901; Margaret, Oct. 23, 1902. Religiously Mr. Donnelly,
like all the members of his family, is a consistent
member of the Catholic Church, and his father
and mother were among the founders of the
church of that faith in lMaidstone. He is also a
member of the church ,o rder of C.M.B.A., Bee
River Order.
Mrs. Donnelly, the mother of our subject, relates many stirring events of those days when
she and her husband were struggling with the
many hardships incident to the lives of pioneers.
After enduring g-reat privations, and workingbeyond his strength, J ohn Donnelly left his family surrounded with comforts, and bequeathed to
them a stainless name and untarnished record
as an honorable Christian man.
GEORGE 1\:IULCASTER, a prosperous farmer of Gosfield North, County of Essex, resides
upon a fine farm in Lot 2, Concession 8, South
Talbot Road. He was born in Goderich township, County of Huron, Ont., July 13, 1848, son
of j<jdward and Esther (Cottrell) ~Iulcaster,
old pioneers of Ontario.
Edward J\Iulcaster was born in Cumberland,
England, in 1803, while his wife was born in
Hertfordshire, that year, and he came to Huron
when a young man, his parents hav.i ng died in
England. His marriage occurred in the County
of Huron, Ont., and there he lost his wife when
his son George was three years of age, in 1851.
She left him with four children : Richard, born
in the County of Huron, is married and a resident of Windsor; he has been twice married and
has a family by his first wife. 1\fary, born in
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Iluron, married Robert Dulmage, who moved to
JOHN B. F AROUGII, who is well kuown
the Northwest Territory, and she had four chil- through the County of Essex as a successful fardren, Esther, Lucy, Howard and Anson; she is mer And stockman, is located in Sandwich South,
deceased. Thomas E., born in Huron, died there J,ot 3, Concession 1 0. Tie "Was barn Feb. ~8,
at the age of eleven years. George is mentioned 1848, in Lansdowne, Upper Canada, son of J osbelow. In 1873 the father brought his family eph and Sarah (Desile) Farough, one of the old
to the County of Essex.
pioneer families of the County of Essex.
George 111ulcaster grew to manhood's estate
Joseph Faro ugh was born in 1820, at Three
in the County of Huron, where, in 1870, he mar- Rivers, and his wife in 1821, at Montreal, where
ried l\fiss Jane Lippett,· of that county, who died they married, removing in 1848 to the County
at her home, Dec. 2, 1884, leaving five children, of Essex. Both families were of French extracThomas, Henry, :Maggie (who married G. Blair, tion, and the father of Mrs. Farough accomof Gosfield North), Esther and George W.; the panied her to Sandwich, \vhere he died aged
two last named are unmarried and at home. Of ninety years. The parents of Joseph Farough
died in l\Iontreal. Grandfather Desile was a solth~e, Thomas married Lena Lewis, of Colchester; they reside on his farm in Gosfield North, dier in the War of 1812.
and have two daughters, Lytha and Alma. HenAfter locating in the County of Essex:, J osry married Miss Rose Sweetman of Gosfield, and eph Farrow purchased wild land and built a log
they reside on a farm adjoining his father's pro- cabin, which served as the family home until th e
perty.
property was sufficiently cleared to erect a better
In 1886 Mr. :Mulcaster was married to :Miss one of hewed logs. T his also gave way in a few
Martha Thomas, who was reared in Darlington, years to a comfortable frame dwelling, and there
where she was born Feb. 25, 1855, the daughter J\fr. Farough died, Oct. 12, 1876. His faithful
of Richard and Rebecca Thomas, who came from companion in his privations and hardships surEngland to Canada, where they both died, leav- vived him a number of years, dying in May,
ing four children: Mary married Garance 1892. They were both members of a religious
Haynes, oi 1\Iitchell, Ont.; Lazarus, of Gas- body, which is now k-nown as the Christian
field Korth, is unmarried; Joseph, a farmer of Church. P olitically 'Mr. Farough was an active
Gosfield North, is married and has three daugh- Conservative, although he never aspired to ofters, Ann, Lotta and Vida; Martha became Mrs. fice of any kind, content to pursue the even tenor
i\lulcaster. 'rhe children born to Mr. and Mrs. of his way, and to provide to the best of his abil)lulcaster arc: Mary, Elsie (a student of the Es- ity for his large family of children. Both he and
sex high school), Wesley, Lillian (also a student his wife were great Bible students, and possessed
of Essex high school), Ernest and Howard.
wonderful memories, being able to make approl\fr. Mulcaster purchased his present farm in priate quotations from any part of the Scrip1873, when it was all wild land, but· since then tures. These good and pious people were very
be has cleared off the farm, ·which is now num- highly csteeme:l by all who knew them. They
bered among the best in the township. In 1901 were the parents of fourteen children, as folhe ~rected a fine brick residence to replace the lows: ( 1) Israel, (2) ~loses and (3) Alonzo died
log house he built when starting to cultivate his young. (4) Peter, born in October, 1846, in Upfarm. H e has now 200 acres in one body, on p er Canada, there marr ied Mary Raisler, a nawhich he and his sons reside, and he also owns a tive of Germany, and t hey settled on his farm
far.n of fifty acres in Colchester North. Reli· · n car the old homestead, where his wife dicd,
gionsly :Mr. 1\fulcaster and his wife are members leaving him these children, Alexander (deof the Methodist Church, of which he has been a ceased), l\Jary (wife of Thomas Greaves), :\fartrustee for many years. His political affiliations t}Ja (wife of George Greaves), Davicl (of Deare of an independent order, and he has never troit), Angeline, John and Rctta. · (5) Joseph,
aspired to public office. In every relation of born in 1850; in Sandwich South, married Sarah
life our subject bas shown himself to be an bon- TJittle of Sand\\-ieh, and they reside on a pa~·t of
orabl~, upright man,, hard-working and enerthe old Farough homestead; they have thPse chilgetic, _who: thrpugh good management and thrift dren, Lindsey, William Thomas, Eliza ·ancl P<'arl.
has raised himself to his present position in the · ( 6) Nicholas, born
1853, married Sarah Colcommunity. He and his family are most highl)~ lins, da~tg~ter of Charles Qollins and sist(.'r to
resp~cted, and they hav~ many friends among
our subject 's wife, and they r('side on his own
their associates.
·
farm in ·sand,\·icb Sou th.; they ha"e two chi!-
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dren, Charles and Lottie. (7) Caroline, born in provements have been made, all of a most subMay, 1856, married Thomas Collins, of Sand- stantial character. H e has engaged in farming
wich, and has three children, Malina (wife of and stockraising, and has been eminently sucGeorge Gerrid, of E ssex), Charles (who was cessful in both branches of agriculture. He owns
drowned in boyhood) and Charles J. (at home).
two good farms in Sandwich South, in sections
(8) Glode, born in 1858, married Eliza Little, of 1 and 11, either of them being sufficient to make
Sandwich, and they reside in Manitoba, engaged an ordinary man well pleased with his possesin farming; they have these children, Rose, sions.
Ali<!e, Robert, Prank, Nettie (deceased), Emery,
A family of eleven children has been born
Roy, Nelson and Orvil. (9) Michael, born in to our subject and wife, as follows: (1) Eliza1860, married Vianna Butt, of Goderich, Ont., . beth, born in May, 1874, is the wife of Thomas
and they reside in Essex; they have two chil- Kennedy, of Chatham, and resides in Colchesdren, Arthur and Mildred. (10) llfary, born in . ter; they have f our 'children, :Myrtle, Alma, Ce186:3, married (first) J ohn Campbell and (sec- <:il and Edna. (2) J essie S., born in April, 1876,
ond ) Norman Dones, and has no children. (11)
married Henry Ellis, of Maidstone, where they
Alpina, born in 1865, married Mark Butt, who are engaged in farming; they have two children,
resides at Essex Center, and they have five chil- Effie and Harvey. (3) Katie L ., born in Decemdren, William, Mary, Flossie, Alma and H enry. ber, 1879, married Edward Ellis, of Maidstone,
(12) Lawrence, born in 1868, married Clara where he owns a farm. (4) Charles S. was born
Brown, of Essex, and they reside on the old Far- i n February, 1880. (5} John A. was born in
ough homestead; they have one daughter, Greta. August, 1883. (6) George J . died aged eight
(13) Charles, born il) 1870, married Rosie years. (7) Walter E . was born in March, 1889.
l\Ieyers, of E ssex, where they reside, and have
(8) Grace A. was born in October, 1891. (9)
one son, Norman. (14) John B.
Lillie B. wa.~ born in January, 1894. (10) Leah
J ohn B. F arough is indebted to the tender was born in 1896. (11) Collins S. was born in.
soli<!itude of his mother for his education, only August, 1898. This is a family of intelligence
having attended the district school for the space and education, one which reflects credit upon
of one month. When it is recalled how many t heir parentage, and upon their place of birth.
duties must have clustered about the path of !llr. F arough has given them advantages denied
this most estimable woman, it is r emarkable that himself.
she could still find time to be the teache'r of her
Religiously our subject and wife are memnumerous children. From boyhood to manhood bers of the Methodist Church, on the official
our subject worked hard on his father's farm, board of which body he has served for the past
and materially assisted him in clearing it and t wenty-eight ·years. Politically he is identified
putting it into a state of cultivation. In young with the Conservative party. H e is a leading
manhood, in association with his f ather, he man in the affairs of the township, and while he
bought 100 acres of wild land adjoining the has never consented to hold office, his good judghomestead, and there began his own domestic ment, backed by an exemplary life, wields a
life. He built a small house, in which he and wide influence.
wife were quite comfortable until be felt able to
t>nlarge to its present ample proportions. ·
JAMES A. COu"LTER, a prominent coal
In :May, 1873, Mr. Farough married J emima
G. Collins, the estimable daughter of Charles and lumber dealer of Essex, was born in the
and Elizabeth (Richards) Collins, the former of County of Durham, Ont., Dec. 7, 1859, son of
whom was born in England in 1818, and the lat- Alexander and · Eliza (Byers) Coulter, of the
t er in 1827. They crossed the Atlantic ocean in County of Durham, Ont., and a grandson of Ala sailing-vessel in 1850, landing at New York, exander Coulter, Sr., who came from I reland to
and then came t o Canada, locating in Maidstone the Count y of Durham, where he reared a famil;)l'
township, where Mrs. Farough was born in Oc- of one son and one daughter, the latter, Mrs.
tober, 1856. Her parents later moved to Sand- Mary Klisdell, r esiding in the States.
Alexander Coulter, father of our subject, was
wich. where she was educated.
After marriage our subject and wife settled · well educated in the schools of Ireland and Canon the present farm, which be has transformed ada, and he began teaching when a young man,
frorn its original wild state to one of the best and continuing in that profession all his life. His
most attractive farms in this section. Many im- death occurred at his home in the County of
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Durham in 1863, at which time he left a widow
and three children: James A.; 1\Iary J., who died
when fourteen years of age; and Margaret A.,
who married Joseph A. Clark, and they settled
at Iona, Michigan, where her death occurred.
James A. Coulter was reared at his mother's
home, she in her widowhood having married
Charles R. s,veet, who came to Colchester North
in 1870, and settled on a farm, where his wife
died in 1900, leaving no issue by her second marriage. A fair education was given the young
boy, and he also worked upon the farm. When
be grew to manhood, however, he engaged in
buying and selling lumber, and has followed this
calling until the present time, being very sue.
cessful in his operations.
In 1887 Mr. Coulter married l\Iiss Sarah J.
Pipe, who was born in the County of Durham,
Dec. 24, 1866, daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Phillips) Pipe. John Pipe was born in 1834:,
of English parentage, and . he resided in the
Co·anty of Durham until 1884, when he purchased a fine farm in the County of Oxford, for
$11,000, and removed there, remaining until
1894, when he retired, locating in Norwich. He
and his wife, Elizabeth (Phillips) Pipe, born in
1838, are both members of the Methodist Church.
Their children are: Sarah J., Mrs. Coulter; Jose.
phine, who married William Sangster, and resides on the homestead in the County of Oxford ;
and Oda May, who is with her parents. The
following children have been born to l\Ir. and
1\lrs. Coulter : Rhoda Belle, in 1888; Viva May,
1891; John Stanley, 1893; Charles C., 1895;
Olive S., 1897 ; Ina W., 1899_
After their marriage :Mr. and Mrs. Coulter
settled on his bush farm in Colchester North, and
cleared it off, erecting good buildings, and converting it into a fine property. In connection
with his farm work, Mr. Coulter was extensively
engaged, as before stated, in lumber operations.
lie has certainly borne his part in the development of Canada, for, in addition to his own
farm, he assisted in clearing off that of his stepfather. In 1896 :Mr. Coulter sold his Colchester
farm and erected a home in Gesto village, Colchester Korth, continuing his lumber operations,
but in 1900 he located in Essex, and added the
handling of coal to his lumber business.
Politically Mr. Coulter bas always been identified with the Liberal party, and while a resident of Colchester North he was township auditor for three successive years. In 1887 he was
appointed township clerk, and filled that office

until he resigned in 1898, after a term of service
extending over eighteen years. In 190:.! he was
again called upon for public senic.!, antl was
elected reeve of Colchester North, which position
he still holds. In 1901 he served as crn~;u!\ corn.
missioner for South Essex. He is a prominent
member of Essex Lodge, No. ·218, Onler of Odd
Fellows. The religious affiliations of ~lr. and
Mrs. Coulter are with the Methodist Church.
Mr. Coulter is one of the county's self-made and
thoroughly reliable ruen, who have steadily climbed from very discouragmg beginmngs to success
and prominence through frugality, industry and
good management. He is a man who labors not
only for personal success, but also for the good
of the community, and his public-spirited efforts
have resulted in a r emarkable developmt>nt of
the different places in which he has made bis
home. Such a man could not fail to command
the highest r espect from those who are brought
in contact with him, either in business, social or
religious circles. Endeavoring to assist others
to help themselves, his charities are numerous,
although apt to be unknown, and there are a
n umber of men to-day who owe their present
prosperity to his help, both financially and ot.herwise, at the critical moment when support was
absolutely necessary. In the life of a man like
l\fr. Coulter much that is admirable can be discovered, although he is very unostentatious about
it, letting his deeds speak for him rather than
any words of his own. I n his family cil'cle he
is tenderly loved, while he has a host of warm
personal friends throughout the County of Essex, and the surrounding neighbol'hood, who
thoroughly appreciate his many sterling traits
of character.
ENOCII WINDSOR, one of the leading men
of Leamington, County of Essex, Ont., is a son
of Timothy and Elizabeth (Lingard) Windsor,
and was born in Staffordshire, England, J une
27, 1836.
Both parents were natives of Staffordshire,
and came to America in 1846, locating first in
Easton, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, where
Timothy worked at his trade of stationary t'n·
gineer. Two years thereafter, the family removed to Det roit, Michigan, where they resi·d ed
three years. I n 1851 they removed to t he County of Essex, and subsequently to Chatham,
thence to l\fanitoba, where both died.
During this wandering lift>, young Enoch
managed to acquire a good common school edu·

..

398

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

cation, principally in the County of Essex, and
at Chatham, and as he grew up he learned to be
a stationary engineer, under his father's instruc' tion, although early in life he worked in a brick
yard. For a number of years he was engaged
in engineering and milling in Leamington, and
is at present the owner and proprietor of a chopping mill, to the operation of which he devotes a
portion of his time.
)fr. Windsor has ahvays taken an active interest in public a.ffairs, and is an earnest promoter of all matters tending toward the aavancement of the interests of the town of Leamington. He has served several terms in the town
council, and .also as a member of the school
board. In religious matters he is a consistent
member of and liberal contributor to the :Methodist Church.
On Nov. 23, 1858, Mr. Windsor was married
at Leamington to Caroline Sutterington, daughter of .John and Lucretia (Kenyon) Sutterington, and seven children have been born to them:
Victoria Olive married Dr. A. Foster; J abez
Franklin; Lucretia Jeanette married Allen
Dougherty; Addie E. married Jefferson Pullford, l\LD.; Mary is a teacher in the kindergarten schools of Trenton, New Jersey; l\1aude married Leonard Harston; and Milton died in childhood. l\Ir. Windsor is esteemed by his fellowtownsmen, being a man of sterling ability and
integrity.

l
;. I
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ZE~AS ORTON. Among the residents of
Gosfield who can claim the township not only as
their present abode, but al'io as their birthplace,
7.enas Orton, a retired farmer, enjoys the distinction of seniority, as he was born on a farm
in Gosfield South, on the shore of Lake Erie,
l\·I areh 10, 1827, and his whole life has been
passed in that locality. His parents, Zenas and
Julia (Malotte) Orton, were pioneer settlers in
the county.
The Orton family is of English stock, but
came to Canada from Connecticut, where the
grandfather, Zenas Orton (1) was born. He
was one of the U. E. Loyalists who migrated to
eastern Canada and .settled there for some years,
but about the time of the War of 1812 moved to
the County of Essex, and occupied a tract along
the lake in Gosfield South, which had been given
him by the English government. Later he re. moved to the County of Leeds, Ont., and there
died. He left two sons, Zenas (2) and Alvin.
Zenas Orton (2), the father of our subject,
was born in the County of Leeds in 1806. He

inherited from his father the land in Gosfield
South, and began life there on his own account
in early manhood. He married Miss 'Julia Malotte, who was born in Gosfield, daughter of
Theodore and Katie (Wigle) l\Ialotte, who were
among the first to make their permanent home
on a farm ~n that section. :M r. Orton put up a
little log house on his place, and thither took his
bride in 1826. In spite of the hardships, their
life passed happily there till 1851, when l\Irs.
Orton died, leaving her husband with children
as follows: Zenas (3); Theodore, who was a resident of Muskegon County, Michigan, until his
death in April, 1902; Catherine, the wife of
Alonzo Brown, of Chicago; John, of l\1ersea,
who died leaving a wife and .family; Priedeux,
of Gosfield, who died leaving a family; William,
now a resident of Florida, where he went for his
health; Alvin, a farmer of Gosfield North, who
was killed by an accident in 1900, and left a family; Lucinda, who married Samuel Whitesel, of
Michigan, and died in June, 1903, leaving three
children.
For his second wife 1\Ir. Orton ma~ried Mrs.
Margaret (Hickman) Lovelace, daughter of William Tiickman, an English soldier, who came to
the County of Kent during the War of 1812. To
this union two daughters were born, namely:
Aida, now the wife of Alexander Hyslop, of Gosfield North; and Uric, Mrs. Andrew Wright, of
Colchester South.
Zenas Orton (3) grew up on the old home
farm, assisting in the work and receiving the
limited education which alone was available
then. He remained at home till within a few
months of his majority, and then, as he had just
married, started out for himself on a tract of
wild land in Gosfield South, living there t ill
1881, during which time he had developed a fine
In that year he sold this
farm of 170 acres.
place, and bought the original Jacob Fox farm,
on Concession 6, I1ot 21, which has been his home
ever since, and on which he has made many general improvements.
On Jan. 25, 1848, Mr. Orton was married to
Miss Eliza Hickman, who was born in eastern
Ontario, March 9, 1826, daughter of William
and Elsie (Prosser) Hickman.
H er parents
were natives of England and Lower Canada, respectively, and of the ten children in the family
five are still living. l\{r. and Mrs. Orton have
had nine children, all married and with families
of their own, so that in their declining years they
are surrounded by the love and att~ntion of a
large circle of their descendants. (1) Emily, the
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oldest child, born in 1850, married Darius Fox,
and lived on his farm in R uthven, where he
died, leaving her with two .children-Gordon,
who married l\Iiss Cora Bund, of Gosfield; and
Carrie, the wife of Charles Wigle, of Gosfield.
(2) Andrew, born in 1853, married Miss Alice
Brigham, of Gosfield, where they reside on a
fat·m with t heir six children, George, Blanche,
Pearl, Laura, l\fay and Everett. (3) Celestia,
bom in 1854:, received a good education, and
was one of the county's successful teachers for
fonr years. She is now the wife of Albert Royal,
who is a cattle buyer at Leamington, and they
have two daughters, Bertha and Laura.
(4)
Oliver, born in 1856, grew up at home, and, like
the rest of this family, received a fair education.
He married l\Iiss Roxie Hillier, of 'Mersea township, and resides on the homestead, where he is
manager and owner of the farm. To them five
daughters have been born, Ruby, Mary, Laura,
Stella and Doris E. (5) Amelia, born in 1858,
is the wife of Thomas Renwick of Romney,
County of Kent, and has one daughter, Grace,
no\\' l\Irs. Dawson, of Calgary, N.W.T. (6) Almina, born in 1860, is the wife of Thomas J enner, of Colchester, and has five .children, Arthur,
Amelia, Stanley, Rosie and Flossie. (7) William, born in 1862, married Miss Annie Noble,
daughter of John Noble, deceased, and they reside on a part of his father's farm. They have
five .children, E mma (the wi fe of Charles Millen), Eva (the wife of Everett Millen), Roena,
Stanley and Carrie: (8) Laura, born in 1866, is
the 'vife of Wilford Lovelace, a business man of
Detroit, and has one daughter, Leila Mabel. (9)
$abina, born in 1868, is the wife of John Smith,
of Cottam, and has tnree children, Roy, William
and Edward.
During the many years that l\1r. Orton has
been a citizen of the county he has been a wellknown figure in public life, and has served in
both township and county positions, in which
he has always represented the Conservative party. Besides acting as school trustee for many
years lie was township councillor for a considerable time, was deputy reeve, and for ten years
sat in the county council, while the ability and
integrity with which he discharged all his duties
·made him increasingly popular '\vith his constituents. I n religious belief Mr. Orton and his
· wife, while not members of the Methodist
Church, have been liberal supporters of its various philanthropies. Mr. Orton is a Mason and
belongs to St. George's Lodge of Kingsville; he
is also a member of the Order of Orangemen. I n

399

all relations of life and among all ranks he is a
man justly held in the highest esteem.
ROBERT CO UL'l'IS (deceased) , who for
many years was a leading man in the affairs of
the County of Essex, a representative farmer
and fruit grower, was born in Yorkshit·e, E ngland, a son of William Coultis. In boyhood he
came to Canada, locating in l\Iersea township,
County of Essex, where he spent his life and
amassed a comfortable property in the pursuit
of farming and fruit growing. In politics he was
a stanch Conservative, and he held a number of
township offices. He passed away Dec. 5, 1892.
On Wednesday, March 1, 1882, Mr. Coultis
was married in Mersea township to 1\Iary Jane
Bee, who was born in Romney township, County
of Kent. No children were born to them.
The Bee family originated in England, William Bee, the father of 1\Irs. Coultis, having been
born in Yorkshire. He came to Canada when
ten years of age, entering the home of his sister,
Mrs. Isaac W atson. He continued to live upon
this farm until he grew to manhood, when he
purchased a farm in Romney township, and there
lived until l1is death, extensively engaged in
fruit growing and farming. In religious affiliation he was a member of the Methodist Church,
and he died in that faith about 1874, aged sixty-two years. Mr. Bee married Ruth Toughmire, who was born in Gosfield township, a
daughter of John and Susanna (Fullmer)
Toughmire, and children as follows were born
to them: John Thompson B., deceased; Isaac B.,
born Aug. 10, 1856 ; Mary Jane (Mrs. Coultis);
Hannah, who married David Metcalfe; Frances,
wife of Albert Setterington; Amanda, who married Thomas Stobbs; Melinda B., who died at
the age of twenty-two, in October, 1878; Rachel,
1\frs. William McLaughlin; Cordelia E., who
married William Wright; and William Russell,
who died in infancy. The parents of Mrs. Coultis died in Romney township, the father April
12, 1874, and the mother in September, 1898.
Mrs. Coultis was brought up a Baptist, buft as
her husband was a Methodist she has attended
that church, and is one of the active workers in
its midst. She is one of the most respected residents of Leamington, and successfully conducts
the property left her. Mr. Coultis was a charitable man, contributing to all worthy causE'S.
He left $15,000, the interest of which was to be
distributed among the poor of the township of
1\Iersea and the town of Leamington.
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WILLIAM COULTIS COULSON, a prominent citizen of Leamington, town clerk, custom
house officer, and county councillor of Essex,
was born Sept. 8, 1849, in Mersea township,
County of Essex, son of William and Harriet
(Coultis) Coulson. He is one of the eight survivors of their family of eleven children: Nicholas, a retired business man of Detroit; Henry J.,
in the agricultural implement business at Leamington; William C. ; Wesley J ., a lumberman,
land owner and speculator at Leamington; Gordon, a farmer at Leamington; Victoria F., wife
of Ephraim Jackson, of Walkerville, Ont.;
Maria, wife of J ohnson Sheldon, of 1\fersea
township; and Miss Sarah, of Leamington. 'l'he
parents were born respectively in England and
in Mersea township, County of Essex, the Coultis
family coming from Devonshire, while the Coulson family belonged to Northumberland. Grandfather Coulson was a man of wealth and influence in his own land .and owned property on
which he passed his life, within ten miles of the
borderland of Scotland. His sons, Edward, John
and William, were afforded ~xcellent educational
advantages. Edward, being the eldest son, inherited the property, and later became a man of
large wealth.
William Coulson, father of William C., came
to Canada and located in 1\Iersea township,
County of Essex, where he married. He was
one of the pioneer settlers in the bush, acquiring
200 acres of land, one-half of which he · later
gave to a neighbor, the property now being
owned by Wesley Coulson, one of his sons. Mr.
Coulson died in 1883, aged eighty-two yea,rs,
but his widow still survives and resides at the
home of her son, bearing well the weight ·of
eighty-four years. I n politics Mr. Coulson was
a stanch Conservative. Although he held a
number of minor offices, serving as assessor several terms, he never sought preferment, the offices
coming unsolicited from his fellow-citizens. In
early life both he and his wife were members of
the Church of England, but in the early !iettlements the Methodists were the pioneers in estab.
lishing churches, and in this religions body Mr.
and Mrs. Coulson found Christian fellowship.
William C. Coulson was born on a farm on
Talbot Street, now owned by Rev. W. H. Bull,
six: miles east of Leami~gton. At the age of
eight years be moved with his parents to the
farm now owned by his brother, Wesley Coulson, two miles and a half east, and lived there
seven years. He received his education in

school section No. 7-in a school presided over
by Ralph Foster, a much respected teacher of
youth in l\fersea township-although, as he was
needed at home to help with the work, he could
not attend very regularly. On attaining the age
of fifteen, and seeing that the revenue derived
from the . farm at home was not sufficient to
meet the growing wants of the family, he resolved to strike out for himself, and with this
end in view he made his way to Romney. Here
he hired out for a time, and later secured work
in the bush, cutting ties, staves and timber, taking advantage of slack times to increase his book
Jmowledge. Subsequently he came to Leamingt on, where he entered into partnership with Horace Deming, the latter supplying the capital,
and cut staves, with a gang of men, for a year,
boarding at the Deming home during this time.
At the close of the year the partners found they
h ad been very successful, each clearing the sum
of $800. 'fhe partnership being so profitable,
and :M.r. Coulson and Mr. Deming being warm
personal friends by this time, they continued
together for some eleven years, engaged in cut-.
t in g. 1\Ir. Coulson's next business venture was
in the hardware business with W. S. Pulford,
this firm being dissolved seven years later, by
mutual consent. After a partnership of three
months with Ephraim Jackson, Mr. Coulson then
engaged in business alone, continuing very successfully for six years, closing out his interests
in August, 1891.
In the latter year :M.r. Coulson's fellow-citizens, mindful of his public-spirited interest in
all that concerned the community, took measures
to secure the appointment of one they had learned to respect and admire to the position of municipal clerk of Leamington, which he has most
capably 1illed ever since. In 1\farch, 1902, he
was appointed collector of customs for the town
of Leamington. I n 1879 he entered the council,
serving as councillor f or a period of t en years,
and was elected reeve in 1887 and returned by
acclamation in 1888. !lis services during this
long period of over twenty years of official
life have been of a marked character. It was
through his earnest efforts that the by-law was
passed through the county council securing the
erection of Leamington into a high school district, and he also assisted materially in securing
the first grant of $500 for the 21st Battalion,
which the next year received $200. Another instance of his influence was his success in keeping
down the equalization of the town, as was evi-
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denced by the immediate change when he left to better his fortunes in the Xew World, and
the council. He is considered one of the best accordingly emigrated to Canada, locating first
posted municipal men in the county, thoroughly in the County of Huntingdon, Quebec, where
competent, and an obliging gentleman under all he commenced to work among farmers. There
circumstances. He not only commands the re. he married Margaret Wheley, a native of Irespect but enjoys the esteem of the public. Be- land, and a few years after their marriage they
sides attending to his public duties he carries moved into Ontario, settling on a tract of fifty
acres which l\Ir. Dalgliesh purchased, in Mersea
on an insurance business.
No less conspicuous is Mr. Coulson in .Masonic · township, County of Essex. This was all bush
circles. He became a Mason in Leamington land, and Mr. Dalgliesh devoted himself to the
Lodge, No. 290, May 6, 1873; passed to the de- work of clearing and improving it, until his
gree of Fellowcraft, June 10, 1873; was raised death, which occurred about three years after
to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason, July. his settlement on the place. He is buried in
19th; was Master between 1881 and 1883; in Mersea township. He left four children : AlbJanuary, 1888, became a member of the Royal ert resides in ~Iichigan ; Angeline married
Arch Chapter of Windsor; in 1891 was appoint- l\foses l\!cColough, and resides in Huron county,
ed Grand Sup-erintendent of Erie District, No. Michigan; William is mentioned below; David
1, by· the Masonic Grand Chapter of Canada; resides in the township of Tilbury West. The
in F ebruary, 1898, became a member of the parents were Methodists in religious connection,
Windsor Preceptory, and in 1897 was appointed and the father was a Conservative in politics.
representative of the Masonic Veterans' Asso- The mother subsequently married Alexander
Rock, of Tilbury, and had four children by that
ciation for the Province of Manitoba.
!lfr. Coulson's brother, Nicholas Coulson, of union also: Ellen, who married Newman GarDetroit, is also a very prominent Mason, of the but, of the township of Tilbury East; Eliza,
33d degree, being Grand Hospitaler of the Con- who married Adam Pinch, of Rodney, County
sistory and Grand Marshal of the Supreme Coun- of Kent; Vina, who married W. niosgrove; and
cil of the Scottish Rite. He has been much hon- 1'homas, who died young.
William Dalgliesh was born Sept. 8, 1858,
ored in the fraternity, and is widely known in
in 1\Iersea township, County of Essex, where he
!11asonic circles both in the States and in Canada.
received such education as the local schools of
In politics Mr. Coulson is an active Liberal, his boyhood afforded. Losing his father when
in this one respect differing from his father. The a mere child, he was early thrown on his own
latter was fixed in his own views and always resources, and ·was but twelve years of age when
declared himself satisfied to have sons capable he began work as a farm hand, receiving $4 a
of thinking for· themselves. l\k Coulson has month for the first seven months he worked.
served as president. of the Liberal Association of Until twenty-two years of age he continued as a
Leamington.
farm hand, and by strict economy he managed
Mr. C!)ulson was married, in 1876, in Learn. during that time to save $700 out of his earnington, to Miss Alwilda Askew, a native of Leam- ings. He then spent one season in the West,
ington, daughter of John Askew, and to this and on his return bought a tract of fifty-seven
union came one son, Ozeal S. Mrs. Coulson died acres of bush land in 1\-Iersea township, on which
in 1879, at the age of twenty-seven years, and he resided until 1881, clearing and . making
in 1882 he married, for his second wife, in Leam- many improvements. In 1881 he came to the
ington, Miss Elle» Robson, daughter of the late township of Tilbury West, where he bought
James Robson, of the township of Mersea. They fifty acres of bush .land on Lot 5, lOth Conces.have had two children, Milton A. and Ella M. sion, and began again the work of the pioneer,
clearing the land, and building a substantial
WILLIAM DALGLIESH, who has been house, barn and other outbuildings. In time he
farming at his present location in the township added sixty-six acres to his original purchase,
of .Tilbury West since 1881, is one of the well- cleared that also, and is now cultivating 116
known farmers of his section of the County of acres of excellent land, devoting himself to
Essex. He is of Scottish ancestry, his father, general farming and stock raising. l\Ir. DalRobert Dalgliesh, having been born in Scotland, gliesh has brought his affairs to their present
where he grew to manhood. He was reared to prosperous state by his own exertions, and he
farming. When a young man he decided to try is a self-made man in the best sense of the term.
26
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lie is noted for industry, strict honesty and
thot·ough npl'ightn<:>ss of character, and he enjoys the unfeigned esteem of his many acquaintances in the neighborhood where he makes his
home. He has given pt·oper attention to his
business interests, but l1as also found time for
public affairs, l1as served seven years in the
township council, filled the office of deputy
r eeve, and also acted as tl'Ustee of his school district, giving efficient sen·ice in every capacity.
He is a stanch Cousen·ative in political faith.
Socially Mr. Dalgliesh affiliates with the branch
of the Loynl Orange Association at Comber,
and is lecturer in the county lodges.
~[r. Dalgliesh was married in Tilbury townsnip, Sept. 15, 188:3, to Alice Carder, who was
born in the County of Bruce, daughter of
H enry Carder, and they ha,·e become the parE'nts of six chilclt·en: ~l argaret, Jane, Robert,
Henry, Clair and Thomas. ~Ir. Dalgliesh and
all the fnmily unite with the l\Iethodist Church
at CombE'r.
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JOII:\ CADA, a successful farmer of the
township of :\Iaidstone, Pike Creek West, living
on J;ot 1, was born in that township July 13,
1841, a son of J ohn B. and Margaret (St.
George) Cada, pioneers of this locality.
J ohn I3. Cada was born in Wayne County,
~li chigan, sou of J ohn B. Cada, who came from
France to Quebec, and died in Wayne County,
l\Iichigan. The son who bore his name was
reared in Michigan, at Grosse Pointe, but later
in life came to )faidstone, County of Essex,
Out., where he manied Margaret St. George, a
native of !\Ioutreal. H e took up land at Pike
Cre<>k, whet·e he cleared up a farm from wild
land, making an excellent home, and there he
died at the age of seventy-seven years, while his
wife died aged sixty-six. They were both consistent members of the Catholic Church. They
were the parents of eight children : ( 1) Maggie,
born at Maidstone, became the wife of John
Maynard, who settled in Wayne county, Michigan, where she died, leaving a family. (2)
John is mentioned below. (3) Ellen, born in
Maidstone, married Julius Damm, whose sketch
appears elsewhere in this work. (4) Mary died
in her youth. (5) Marian became the wife of
J ohn Villiare, of Bay City, Michigan. (6)
J oseph, born in 1846, married a Miss Montroy,
of Sandwich E ast, and settled on a farm in the
township of Maidstone; he has five living children-Henry, manager of Walker's farm, at
Walkerville; Ann, married to William May, of

Maidstone; Lucy, who married Michael Strong,
of Rochester township, and Gilbert and William, at home. His daughter Mary, who married H enry Vivier, is deceased. (7) Jerome,
born in 1849, married a :Miss En1me Letourneau,
and they reside in Maidstone township; they
have two sons, Pat and P aul. (8) Moses was
killed while engaged with his brother John in
the lumber woods, while a young man.
John Cada was rear ed to manhood at his
father's homestead in Maidstone township, but
was given little or no opportunity for acquiring
an education, his schooling being quite limited.
Working upon the farm until he attained his
ma.iority, his first occupation thereafter was
with the Grand Trunk Railroad Co., with which
he was engaged for three years, after which he
pm·chased a small boat and was on the lakes,
bttying and selling met·chandise. About that
time he established a store at 1\Iaidstone. He
followed the lakes for some fourteen years, proving himself a shrewd, keen business roan. He
then engaged in the hotel business at Pike Creek,
and conducted a mercantile establishment for
seven years, when he closed his hotel and turned
to the operation of a sawmill, manufacturing for
thirteen years. During this time he owned various tract sof timber. I n 1887 he formed a partnership with Hypolite Mailloux, for the pur pose
of manufacturing flour, and flve years later he
purchased the interest of Mr. Mailloux, continuing the mill for five years, until it burnt. In
1872 he bought his present farm, and he also
owned another farm in 1\faidstone, bought prior
to the purchase of his homestead. Upon it he
erected good buildings. During his a~tive life be
has cleared up over 300 acres of land, and now
owns a large amount of real estate in the County of Essex.
1\fr. Cada first married Annie Gordon, of
· Sandwich East, who died at their home, leaving
one daughter, Elizabeth, now the wife of Joseph
Lupien, of Montana; they have two children,
Joseph and Annie. Mr. Cada subsequently married _L izzie Reaume, of Sandwich East, a member of an old and prominent family, and the following children have come to this happy marriage : Maggie, born in Maidstone in 1878, was
well educated in the schools of Maidstone and in
the Chatham Business College, and lives at
home; Thomas, born in 1880, is now a student in
the Windsor high school; Frank, born in 1882,
is also a high school student; Constant \vas born
in 1884; H ector, born in 1886, is a student of
the Detr oit Business College; Clara, born in
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1888, attends high school; Victor was born •in
1890.
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stead in Sandwich East, married Clara Marent
tette, of the city of Windsor, and they settled orl
Politically Mr. Cada is a member of the Con- a part of the father's old farm, where he died id.
servative party, and he is president of the North October, 1898, leaving three children, Frankl
Essex Conservative Association. He has filled Blanche and Edna. Joseph, born in 1856, ma;l
very acceptably the office of member of the coun- ried Rose l\Iailloux:, of Sandwich East, and they
cil for eleven years, and has also been trustee of reside on a part of the old homestead; they have
the schools of J\Iaidstone for many years, being twelve children, Oscar, Eva, Armand, Gaspard,
a very prominent and influential man in his par- Columbus, Lorette, Denice, Albenie, Ida, Violy,
ty. He is one of the stockholders, president and Dora, and Rufus. Charlotte, born in 1858, marmana.ger of the Tecumseh Canning Co., and has ried Jerome Janisse, who is bookkeeper for Alexbeen since the factory was built in 1900. Through ander Campeau, one of the prominent business
his able efforts this venture bas been made a men of Detroit, and they have three children,
very successful one, and is numbered among the ;rerome, Harvey and Ella. August is mentioned
leading industries of the county. All of the fam- below. Adolphus, born in 1862, married Rosie
ily are members of the Catholic Church, and Mr. Stamour, and they reside on his farm in SandCada was one of the builders of the church at wich South, and have a family of nine children,
Tecumseh. l''raternally he is a member of the Woodwill, Ernest, Josephine, Eugene, :Marie,
C.l\I.B.A. He started out in life with nothing Cecile, Beulah, Frank and Laurenca. Annie,
to depend upon but his own strong and capable born in 1865, died unmarried at the home of our
hands and intelligent brain, and with this capital subject, in April, 1900. William, born May 24,
has amassed a fortune, and placed himself 1867, marriea l\Iiss :Mary W. Seidler, of l\fichiamong the substantial men of his community. gan; they reside on the old homestead on the
Such industry, thrift and uprightness of purpose river front, and have five children, Alma, Henry,
as he has displayed in his life work cannot fail Lillian, Frank and Heman. Fannie died in young
to impress the younger generation with the fact womanhood.
that success in life depends more upon what a
August St. Louis, the sixth member of his
man is, than upon what be has, and that almost parents' family, was born at the old family
anything is possible to the one who works intel- homestead. · His education was gained in the
ligently and honestly.
public schools of Sandwich East, and he remained on the home farm until he was twentyAUGUST ST. LOUIS, an enterprising and three years old. On Nov. 12, 1883; he was united
successful farmer' of the County of Essex, lo- in marriage with Delphine Janisse, who was
cated in Sandwich East, was born March 4,1860, born in March, 1861, a daughter of Thomas and
in the township of Sandwich East, a son of An- Elizabeth (Gogeau) J anisse, very prominent peotoine and Annie (Baby) St. Louis. Both the ple of the county.
After their marriage l\Ir. and 1\Irs. St. Louis
parents are members of families old and promisettled on the south part of Lot 115, Concession
nent in the county.
Antoine St. Louis was born in 1823 in Sand- 2, which was a portion of the old original St.
wich East, and his wife in 1821 on the river Louis homestead, and here :Mr. St. Louis bas deThames, in the County of Kent. His father was voted time and energy to developing one of the
Francqis St. Louis, who came of French ances- finest farms in the township. His buildings retry, and died in Sandwich East. Two sons sur- flect credit upon the owner, and an air of plenty
vived him, Alexander and Antoine, the latter be- · and comfort surrounds his home. A family of
ing the father of August. Antoine St. Loujs re- eleven children bas been born to himself and
sides on the old homestead on Lot 115, Conces- wife, as follows: Charlotte, deceased ; one that
sion 1, on the river front. He was bereaved of died in childhood; Fannie, born in 1884; Locahis wife in 1880. Nine children were born to die, born in 1886 ; Clara, born in 1888 ; Alfred,
them, namely: Frank, born in San4wich East in born in 1890; Corinne, born in 1892 ; Blaze, born
1851, married Miss Charles Demuchell, and they in 1894; Lawrence, born in 1896; Edna, born in
lived for some years in Sandwich West, in 1902 1898; and Normand, born in 1902.
Politically M:r. St. Louis has been identified
moving to Windsor, where he is an official in the
custom bouse; they have had three children, all his mature life with the Liberal party, and
Rainey and M'ary, living, and Arthur, deceased. in 1899 he wM selected as one of the councilmen
Henry, born in March, 1854, on the old home- for Sandwich East. . For the past seven years
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he has been constable of his district, and it was
his courage and energy that accomplished the
arrest of the noted Levi Stewart, for the assassin.
ation of J ames Ross, of Sandwich East. Religiously the whole family cling to the faith of the
Catholic Church, and all are active in church
work in this section.
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WILLIAM COBLEY, a retired farmer of
Gosfield North, residing on a fine farm in Lot
275, on the Talbot Road, is an Englishman who
came to this country in early manhood in the
hope of achieving the success which has, in fact,
crowned his life of persevering industry. He
was born in Leicestershire, England, April 7,
1o30.
The parents of our subject were William and
Mary (Smart) Cobley, who lived and died in
England. Of their five children who gre'v to
mature years, Mary and Eliza remained in their
native land (the latter married James Bindley
and had four soris), as did also the oldest son,
Charles, who married Mary Ann Erbert, had
one daughter, and settled on his father's old
home, where he died. Isaac and William came
to America in 1851. The former lived in Ohio
for awhile, then removed to Gosfield, where he
married l\Iiss Susan Gilboe, and later settled
permanently in Pontiac, :Michigan, where he and
his wife died, in 1899 and 1884, respectively,
leaving two children, Charles and Julia, both
living in Pontiac.
William Cobley was educated· in England,
and after finishing school learned the trade of
candy making, which he followed for some five
years. I n 1851 he was married to Miss Eliza
Hewitt, who was born in Leicestershire Sept. 6,
1830, daughter of Philip and Sophia (Warrow)
Hewit t, who spent their lives in England, where
the former was a prominent manufacturer of
farming implements. · · I mmediately after their
marriage Mr. and 1\:Irs. Cobley sailed · for New
York on the ''William Stedson,'' being two
months and four days on the voyage. From New
York they went to Sheffield, Ohio, where Mr.
Cobley was occupied in farming and driving
cattle until 1860. He then went to Canada, and
bought fifty acres of his present farm· in Gosfield North, and proceeded to clear all but five
acres, later on purchasing 200 acres on Lot 6,
Concession 6. For about fifteen years he devoted
himself chiefly to the cattle business, buying,
selling and butchering. He sold his meat in
Windsor, hauling it thither himself, and found

it a most profitable business, as his returns were
both ample and rapid. He did all his own
slaughtering, and sold entirely at wholesale.
For sixteen years he and George W. Payne were
partners in the butcher business, but in 1884
1\Ir. Cobley gave that up. When the volunteer
soldiers were camping in Windsor in 1876, our
subject did all the butchering f or the soldiers.
In the course of time he cleared his entire property, and has built two homes, the later one a
large brick house erected according to modern
ideas. He became possessed of considerable other
real estate in Gosfield, but at present O"\'\'llS but
eighty acres.
Mrs. Eliza (Hewitt) Cobley, passed away
at the family homestead Aug. 29, 1900, leaving
two daughters: Mary E., born in Ohio, Feb. 24,
1860, married Daniel Read, and they made their
home with her father until her untimely death
Nov. 6, 1894, at the age of thirty-four (she left
no children); Sarah J., born in December, 186-:1:,
was given a good education, and, in 1885, became the wife of Charles Lonsberry, of Gosfield,
and they nov;r make their home with Mr. Cobley.
1\fr. Cobley has long been identified with the
· old "Grit" or Liberal party. Brought up in
his youth to believe in the doctrines of the
Church of England, he has always adhered to
the faith of his ancestors. Fraternally he belongs to the Order of Orangemen, and is also a
charter member of the I. 0. 0. F., Essex Lodge.
Mr. Cobley is essentially a public-spirited man,
who has done all in his power to assist in developing his locality, wliile his philanthropic endeav.
ors and private benevolences are endless. Of a
broad heart and ready sympathy for all, whether
rich or poor, his kindly deeds and charitable
aid have been unceasing, and many regard him
with an affection and gratitude which even his
acknowledged honesty and integrity alone could
not have won.
AL BERT 1\f.ALOTT, a thrifty farmer of
Gosfield South, belongs to one of the notable old
pioneer families of County Essex, being a descendant of Theodore Malott.
John W. Malott, his father, was born July
6, 1816, on Lot 13, Hosfield township, where he
grew to manhood. At about the time of his marriage he purchased of his father the farm on Lot
10, 4th Section, consisting of 100 acres of entirely wild laud. He first erected a log house a few
rods from the present Colin Malott home, at a
later period supplanting it with a comfortable
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f1·ame one, which he occupied until his death.
This house was destroyed by fire some three
years ago. J ohn W. :Malott probably cut the
first tree on Lot 10, and during his lifetime all
of his propert y was cleared. up; before his death
he purchased the remainder of Lot 10. In political views he was a Liberal. In religious affairs
he was a consistent member of the :Methodist
Church, in the work of which body his father
had taken a prominent part in this section. After a life of usefulness and helpfulness, John W.
)Ialott died Dec. 23, 1894, and he is still recalled
as a man o£ excellent parts.
On Feb. 18, 1845, John W. Malott married
:Maria Hickmott, who was born J an. 5, 1824, and
died Dec. 21, 1899, universally beloved as a good
mother and a kind neighbor. Their children
\Vere as follows: Eliza, born Feb. 8, 1846, married Daniel L. Wigle, a hardware merchant of
Windsor; Albert was born Feb. 20, 1848; Colin,
born Jan. 7, 1850, married J ane Quick, and occupies the homestead; Jason Digman, born Nov.
7, 1854, a butcher and farmer of Ruthven, married I da Fox, and they h ave eleven children;
Lucinda Evaline, born Sept. 30, 1856, died J an.
27, 1862; Gordon, born Aug. 29, 1859, died Nov.
7, 1860; Ambrose Eli, born March 1, 1861, married A della Orton, and they live at Olinda; Ruby
Wilhelmina, born March 5, 1864, married Fred
Betcher, of Gosfield North; Sabina, born Jan. 6,
1867, resides in Harrow.
Albert Malott was born on the family homestead and received his education in the stone
schoolhouse which took the place of the early
one of logs. When he started out for himself,
he was given half of the uncleared ninety acres
of Lot 10, and, settling on it, began its clearing,
which he has accomplished. One year after locating there he purchased the other forty-five
acres.
On Jan. 1, 1879, Mr. :Malott was united in
marriage with Mary Fox, a daughter of George
J. Fox, and two children have come to them:
Eva Jane, born Aug. 18, 1885, and Edna Maria,
born Aug. 13, 1892, both young ladies of education and intelligence. With his family Mr. Malott belongs to the Methodist Church. Fraternally he is a member of the Order of Foresters
at Kingsville, and politically he is a Liberal. Mr.
Malott has demonstrated his ability as a progressive farmer, and is also reckoned with the public-spirited citizens of his locality.
JOHN BAILEY, a retired f armer on Coneession 10, Mersea township, County of E ssex,
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and one of its oldest pioneer settlers, was born
March 1, 1831, in Northamptonshire, England.
William Dailey, father of our esteemed subject, was also born in that locality, where he followed an agricultural life. He married Alice
Atkinson, and they became the parents of thirteen children. This family did not all grow to
maturity, a number dying young, but we have
the r ecord of the following: Sarah is the widow
of Robert Cowan, and resides on q oncession 8,
:Mersea township, County of Essex; John is mentioned below; Mary and Emma both died young;
Ann is the widow of William Ellison, and resides at Belle River, Ont.; George is a retired
farmer of Mersea township; and Catherine,
who married Henry Frederick, died on their
f arm in Rochester township. I n 1835, William
Bailey and family embarked on .a sailingvessel bound for Quebec, reaching that port
in safety, and they then came to Ontario,
locating first in Gosfield township, County of
Essex, where work was obtained in the old
furnace. Later he came to :M:ersea township, and settled on Lot 6, Concession 9, securing 100 acres of bush land. Ilere he erected
a log house and started in to clear this large body
of land, converting the timber into potash, which
was easily disposed of at Windsor. Thus he \Vas
able to purchase the necessary supplies, although
there were times when want stared them in the
face. On one well-remembered occasion, the
family subsisted for six weeks on Indian cabbage, which they found in the timber and boiled
with basswood leaves and wheat bran. While this
was no epicurean feast, it at least satisfied the
pangs of hunger and tided them over until more
·prosperous days. The family had never been.
accustomed to such rigorous weather, and they
suffered much from the cold during the winters.
'.1 ne log cabin was picturesque and a sufficient
shelter during the warm weather, but as it was
neither wind nor frost proof, the winters were
t imes of suffering. Despite these hardships,
which none but the pioneers themselves can ever
really understand, the family throve, and Mr.
Bailey continued to work at the clearing and
cultivating of his farm as long as he lived. He
was a supporter of the Reform party, and a worthy member of the Methodist Church. The first
wife of William Bailey and the mother of his
children, died on the .farm, and was buried in
the cemetery at Albuna. She was a good, Christ ian woman, and cheerfully cared for her husband and family. The second marriage of William Bailey was to a Mrs. Morse, and they spent
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their last years at Leamington, Mrs. Bailey was
·buried in Lake View cemetery.
John Bailey, subject of this sketch, was four
years of age when his parents came to Canada.
When t he family located in l\fersea township,
there were few homes, one school and no church
in their neighborhood. 'l'he school was a long
distance from his father's log house, and he attended but two weeks. It is remarkable that v.-ith
so little ad~antage he learned to read. No one
t aught him to write, and, after the long days of
hard labor, f elling trees. and breaking land, he
had little ambition at night to try to teach himself. He remembers when the timber arotmd
the home ·was full of wolves, bears, deer and
wild turkeys, and when but little game was
killed, the family fare of Indian cabbage, prepared as stated above, was all they had with
which to appease hunger.
l\Ir. Bailey remained with his parents until
he was twenty years old, and then started out for
himself. He drew a tract of 100 acres from Col.
Talbot's grant, and, as did his father, settled
down in the wilderness to make a home. rre
built his log cabin, 18 x 24 feet in dimensions,
cut down timber and reduced it t o potash, and
through great industry and much self-denial, at
last brought it under a fine state of cultivation .
Since 1902 l\Ir. Bailey bas not been actiyely engaged in farming, having turned the labors and
responsibilities over to his sons. In 1903 he suffered a loss by fire, amounting to about $2,000,
his home and its comforts being burned. l\fr.
Bailey immediately rebuilt, and now has a very
comfortable residence in which he can spend his
declining years.
In F ebruary, 1852, Mr. Bailey married Elizabeth Bailey, born in England, a daughter of
IIenry Bailey. They had two children, namely:
Esmond, the farmer on a part of the homestead,
married ?\largaret· Wilson, and they have three
children, Alfred, Lawrence and Violet; ~Iary
Jane, wife of John Dalton, who also farms on
the hom('stead, has two children, Roy and Florence. Mrs. Bailey died in 1872, and was buried
in the cemetery at Albuna.. She was a consistent
member of the Baptist Church. :Mr. Bailey married (second) )Jary Ann IIawman, born in
County York, Ont., daughter of J ohn Hawman,
and widow of J onathan Rhodehouse. The one
child born to this marriase died in infancy.
Mrs. Bailey ltad these children born to her
fil'llt marriage: Lucinda, who married H udson
Langton ; Benjamin, a farmer of Tilbury West
t ownship; Susan, who married H enry Walters;

Rachel, who married Benjamin Wright ; Elizabeth, who married (first) Robert Reed, and
(second) James Fleming; Ann, who married
John Pierce, a farmer on a part of the homestead; and John, of Tilbury West township.
In politics Mr. Bailey is independent. For
forty years he had .b een a member of ·. the
Baptist Church, when the claims of the Seventh
Day Adventists were brought to his notice and
understanding, and he became convinced of their
truth, and for the past nine years he has subscribed to this doctrine. He is a. man of most
exemplary life. Mrs. Bailey is a Methodist, t heir
religious creedS being the only matter in which
they differ, but each gives way to the other and
they are both perfectly contented -and set an
example of Christian fellowship. Mr. Bailey
is a member of the Loyal Orange Association,
and is a man respected wherever known.
GEORGE BAILEY, a native son of Mersea
township, where for over sixty-four years he has
made his home and has been a witness of the
transformation of that section from a wilderness into cultivated .fields and fine homes, was
born in a. little log cabin on Lot 6, Concession 9,
July 11, 1840, son of the late William Bailey,
and brother of J ohn Bailey. The sc,arcity of
schools and the necessity for work limited Mr.
Bailey's educational opportunities to a three
months' attendance at Blytheswood, on Concession 8. lie is, however, a great reader, and is a
close Bible student, thus by his own efforts remedying i n a large measure the deficiencies of his
early days. From his earliest boyhood he as·
sisted on the home farm, and there he continued
to work for many years. After the death of his
parents he purchased a tract of fifty acres in the
north part of Concession 5, which was owned by
John Minnis, making some improvements and
spending four years there. Dividing the homestead between his sons, Henry and John, he
bought 168 acres on Lot 6, Concession 11, all tim.
ber land. He set tled on his new acquisition, improving it with house and barns. He sold off a
portion of the timber to Ainslie Brothers, lumber manufacturers of Comber, and later sold the
rest to the Nerbergall Stave & Lumber Co., of
Staples. He cleared up the land, and brought it
to a flne state of productiveness, continuing there
until 1904, when he retired, renting 100 acres,
and dividing the remainder between his sons. He
was energetic and capable, and did much toward
the development of his county.
In Mersea township Mr. Bailey married Eliza·
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Riley, who has proved herself a noble wife
and Christian mother. Nine children were born
of this union, namely: Henry, agent for the
:i\Iichigan Central railroad at Blytheswood;
George, of l\Iersea township; Louise, wife of
Geo.r ge Nebitt; Gurdon, at home; John, of 1\Iersea to"mship; Ida, who married Bruce Lattem,
of :Mersea township; J essie, who became :Mrs.
Reuben Walter; Jason, a :fireman on the Michigan Central. railroad; and Charles, at home.
Politically l\Ir. Bailey is a stanch suppo1·ter
of the Liberal party, and is a member of the
Loyal Orange Association at Blytheswood. For
many years he belonged to the Baptist Church,
but by careful study of the Scriptures, and after
earnest prayer for divine guidance, .he was converted (1894) to the faith of the Seventh Day
Adventists, and since then has lived strictly according to the teachings of that denomination.
H e is a deacon in the church at Gosfield, and is
also an exhorter of considerable force and eloquence, having himself an abiding faith in the
goodness and power of God. For forty-two years
he was a sufferer, but after his conversion be
thre\V aside his medicine, and by prayer bas become a strong man. He is universally respected.
TIIO:\TAS II. WIGLE, a prosperous fat·mer
of Gosfield South township, County of Essex, located on the 3rd Concession, belongs to the prominent old pioneer family of that name, the
early ancestral data of which will be found elsewhere.
John Wigle, grandfather of our subject, was
the oldest child of John Wigle, the pioneer settler of that name in Gosfield, and he was born
Dec. 21, 1778, at York, Pennsylvania, and died
Jan. 28, 1871, aged ninety-two years, in Gosfield.
At Amherstburg, F eb. 9, 1802, he married Susanna Scratch, born July 23, 1785, on IJog Island, and died Jan. 29, 1860, aged seventy-four
years, in Gosfield. They had the following children: Mary, born Feb. 10, 1803, married John
Roe, and died Dec. 4, 1827; Leonard, born March
14, 1804, married Jane IIairsine, and died in
}.fersea, Feb. 27, 1878; Julianna, born June 4,
1805, married Peter Malott; Wendel, father of
'fhomas H. Wigle, born Sept. 9, 1806, married
Hannah Hairsine; Isabella, born June 2, 1808,
married Thomas Williams; Joseph, born Oct. 8,
1809, married (first) Miss McKenzie, and (second) Sarah Stewart ; Peter, born Aug. 25, 1811,
married 1\fary Augustine; Susanna, born Nov.
18, 1813, married John ller; John, born Sept. 19,
1815, ·married Ann Randall; Sarah, born Sept.
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8, 1818, married Joseph Coats worth; Robert,
born :May 24, 1820, married Elizabeth Williams;
Solomon, born May 14, 1822, married Ann ller;
Adam, born June 14, 1.824, married Lucinda Buchanan; Kaney Jane, born June 1, 1828, married Louis Jasperson, and they are the parents
of George J asperson, of Kingsville; ~Iicbael,
horn )larch 15, 1831, married Jane Crow, and is
the only surviving member of this large family,
and now resides in Kingsville.
Wendel Wigle, the fourth child of John
Wigle \fas born on the Wigle homestead in Gasfield, and there grew to manhood. At maturity
his father gave him a tract of 142 acres of land
on Lot 3, Eastern Division, and upon this he settled, building here fl.rst a hewed frame house on
i\Iill Creek, some 200 rods north of the house now
owned by Benjamin Wigle. After some.years he
moved this house, and put up the stone addition
that for many years was known as the homestead. H e began the first clearing on this farm,
and was permitted before his death to see it pt·actically all cleared. He was an excellent fa~mer
and manager, and added to his holdings by the
purchase of eighty acres in Lot 2 of the 2nd Concession.
On :t\ov. 23, 1830, he married Hannah Hair.~
sine, born l\Iarch 5, 1812, in Yorkshire, England,
who died April 6, 1888, in Gosfield. She was a
danghter of Charles and :Mary (Burton) Hairsine, and was five years old 'vhen the family .
· came to Canada and settled in l\Iersea township.
Wendel Wigle was a Conservative in his political
views. lie was a faithful member and an active
worker in the Methodist Church. His life, which
covered ninety-two years, three months and ten
days, ended on Dec. 19, 1898. He retained his.
faculties to a remarkable degree.
To Wendel and Hannah (Hairsine) Wigle
were born the following children: ~Iary, horn
Dec. 1, 1831, married James Flood, and died
July 8, 1868; Thomas H ., born April 2, 1833, is
the subject of this sketch; Susan, born Feb. 4,
1835, married Hubert Deming, and died in
1880; Stephen, born Jan. 8, 1837, married Sarah
Wilcox; Sarah, born :March 9, 1839, married
John Harrington, of Kingsville; Julianna, born
Feb. 22, 1841, married Edward Rodgers, of Gasfield; Jane, born Jan. 4, 1842, married Drake
Wilcox; Charles, born in 1844, died aged two
and one-half years: 'Vendel, deceased, born St'.pt.
9. 1846, married l\lary Vansleet; Benjamin, born
July 4, 1848, married Colinette Demin~r, and occupied the home place; Lucinda, born in Septembet·, 1850, married Aaron H aycock, and died
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Sept. 12, 1878; Amelia, born Dec. 22, 1852, mar- tal College in 1900, and is now practicing his
ried Duncan )lonh·ose, and resides in Detroit; profession in that city) ; and l\Iay, born Jan. 20,
and Janette, born July 6, 1856, deceased, mar. 1877, married Dr. George E. Christmas, of Harried Eugene .Augustine.
bor Beach, 1.lichigan, and they have one son,
Thomas II. Wigle was bom in the frame 'l'homas William E. 1\[r. ·wigle and family behouse above mentioned, in Lot 3, ou i\Iill Creek, long to the Kingsville Methodist Church.
and he remained under the home roof until he
RoDGERS. Henry Rodgers, the paternal grand.
was twenty-six years of age. As he was the eld- father of Mrs. Wigle, was born Nov. 6, 1768, in
est son, much hard wot·k was his share, in the Cornwall, England, where he married Philippa
clearing of the land, and in the fil·st preparations Short, born also in Cornwall, Dec. 25, 1766. Both
for farming. These were all carried on under died in England, survived by only one son, Henmost adverse conditions, and there are few pio- ry Rodgers.
Henry Rodgers (2) was born May 25, 1803,
neer hardships i'olt·. Wigle did not go through.
However, the outdoor life and constant industt·y in Cornwall, England, where he grew to maturmade muscle and brawn, and, like others of his ity and married Elizabeth Westlake, of the same
family, he grew into sh·ong yo\mg manhood, locality, born May 10, 1806. In 1837 they came
perfectly capable of undertaking the clearing to Canada, and soon after located at Bear Creel•,
-and culth·ating of the farm given him by his County of Kent. Here Mr. Rodgers bought a
father. The land was perfectly wild at that farm of 100 acres of wild land, which he was
time, and even the 2nd and. 3rd Concession roads engaged in clearing uotil July, 1852, when he
had not yet been cut through. Mr. Wigle put removed to the County of Essex. There he loup a frame house on his land, and occupied it cated, securing 200 acres of land in Gosfield
until 1875, when he replaced it with his present township. on the south-east of Lot 4, Concescommodious brick residence. He has cleared all sion 2, all of which was still in nature's keephis land, drained wet places, put out orchards, ing. There he built the family's first home, and
erected substantial buildings, and has made the died on this place, May 28, 1864, before he had
-other improvements which mark the farmer who accomplished much in the way of its improveis both modern and practical. H is first tract in- ment. His wife had died in the previous Sepcluded eighty acres, to which :Ur. Wigle has tember, and both were buried in the old Kingsadded eighty-five acres, and is now in possession ville cemetery. They had these children :
of one of the most desirable farms of this local- George, born Nov. 2, 1826, became a successful
ity.
lumberman, farmer and business man, married
Mr. Wigle easily recalls the time when wild !::iarah Little, of Wallaceburg, Ont., and died
animals were seen almost daily. He became ex- Sept. 4,1897, at Clairmont, South Dakota; Mary,
pert with his gun, and killed the last wolves seen born July 2, 1828, died aged ten years; Digooy,
in the township. He has always enjoyed hunt- born Aug. 12, 1830, married Sarah Dustin, lived
ing, and e\·en in the past year joined a party of at Wallaceburg, and died aged sixty years; J ohn,
sportsmen in a trip to the :Korth, and wa.S grati- ·born July 6, 1832, married a Miss Shaw, and
fied by being able to bring home a larger pair of lives at Elk Rapids, Ont.; Henry, born May 28,
deer horns than any other of the party.
lo34, married Ann Smith, and they live in Gos1\fr. Wigle was married (first) to Delilah Wil- tield; Edmund, born J an. 10, 1840, married Jul·
cox, of Malden, who died two and one-half years ianna Wigle, and is a. farmer in Gosfield; and
later, and he married (second) Elizabeth Ann Elizabeth Ann, born July 2, 1846, is the wife of
Rodgers, and to them were born: Thorpin, born ·Thomas H. Wigle.
May 18, 1865, married .Ah·a· Peterson and they
JOH.~ B. COUSINEAU, a prominent farmhave Eva, Ella and Alia; Ortena, born Dec. 28,
1866, married Thomas 0 'Donald, a merchant of er of Sandwich West, livirig on Concession 5,
·wallaceburg, and they have J ohn and Lillie; Lots 3 and 4, in the County of E ssex, was born
J,aona, born Nov. 27, 1867, married John Minor, Sept. 12, 1842, io Sandwich West, son of Frank
a tile manufacturer, and th('y have Carl, Manley and Angeline (Drouillard) Cousineau.
John B. Cousineau, the grandfather, was
and William; Lillie, born June 15, 1869, married
:M:anley B. Squires, a plumber of Windsor; Wel- born at Montreal, and came to the County of
lington, born Oct. 21, 1872, married Mary Bru- Essex at a very early day. After his marriage
ner, and they haYe John, Lila, Elizabeth and with Josephine Bigras, of Sandwich, he settled
Beatrice (he graduated from t he Detroit Den- on the river Canard, near Detroit, and purchas-
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ctl a farm of 500 acres on the Canada side, becoming in the course of time wealthy and prominent. He was a soldier in the war o£ 1812, and
became an admirer and personal friend of the
great chief Tecumseh. The following named
children survived him: Frank; Joseph; J ohn
n.; Christopher; August; ~Ionique, Mrs. Charle~
Drouillat·d; Archangel, who married Louie Venieux; Palazee, who married James Malashe; and
Florence, who became the wife of Jacob Langlois.
Frank Cousineau was born in Sandwich in
1814, and after his marriage settled on the r iver
Canard, where he remained during his lifetime,
engaged in farming, and died in 1858.' In reli·
gion he was a devout Catholic, which religious
connection is also enjoyed by h is wife, who still
survives, at the age of eighty-four years, having
been born April 8, 1820. She is a descendant
of Simon Drouillard, of France, who came to
the County of Essex, Out., and made a permanent home here, engaging in farming. He was
married in the county to Miss St. John :Martin.
His son, Louis Drouillard, was born in the
County of'Esscx, and was one of the first settlers
on the Canard river, eight miles from Detroit,
his descendants still living on his farm, which
is now owned by his grandson, Louis Drouillard,
who conducts a hotel there. Bazile Drouillard,
son of Louis, and father of Mt·s. Cousineau, was
born in 1794 in the County of Essex, and he
and his father served in the War of 1812.
SeYen sons and three daughters were born
to l\Ir. and Mrs. Cousineau, namely : (1) Frank,
born in December, 1838, was drowned in Lake
Erie in young manhood. (2) Angeline, born in
i\ovember, 1840, is the wife of Gregory Pare, a
resident of Detroit, and they have childrenFrank, Elizabeth, l\faxim, Adolphus, Agnes,
Alice, Emma and William. (3) John B. is mentioned below. ( 4) Eli grew up on the home.
stead, and when the American war broke out,
in 1861, went to Chicago and enlisted there in
an Illinois regiment, serving through the whole
war, and participating in the most important
battles. lie was honorably discharged at its
close, when he came home for two years, and then
removed to Saginaw, Michigan, married Mary
Berrard, removed to Illinois, and later to Galveston, Texas, where he follows his trade of
contractor and builder. His children are, Mary,
Richard, Anna, Louis and Albert. (5) Bazill,
born in 1846, married Lizzie Valentine, of Bay
City, Michigan, where he followed carriage building. They have children, Alfred, Helen, Sadie,
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Fmnk and Albert, all of whom are well euucatetl
and holding lucrative positions. (6) Josephine,
born in 1848, married Felix: Tourangeau, and
they reside in Alpena, Michigan, where he is engaged in lumbering. 1'hey have nve children,
Jennie, Clement, Julienne, Eva and Fred. (i)
Denis, hom on the old home in Anderdon township in 1850, died in 1879. (8) Ellen, born in
1852, married Eli Gignac, resides in Detroit,
and has six children, Emma, Raymond, Ernest,
EYa, Hector and Leon. (9) Joseph, born in
1854, married Agnes Tourangeau, of West Sandwich, and they reside in Standish, Michigan.
.Among their children are Zoie, Ilenriette, Millie,
Tarsille, Richard and Eli. (10) Alfred, born
at the old home in 1857, was married in l\lichigan
to Delima Fontaine, and resides with his family
at Lake Superior. They have the following children, Earl and Tutsie.
From early manhood J ohn B. Cousineau has
been an industrious and energetic man. He
started his business career as a jobber and lumberman on the Canard river and followed this
work for a number of years. After his mar.
riage he began farming in Anderdon township,
where he owned land, and in. 1874 he purchased
his present fine farm in Sandwich West, which,
through his activity, has been made one of the
finest estates in the township. I n 1888, following
other improvements, he erected his handsome
brick residence, in which he has introduced all
the modern improvements, and which is an ideal
country home. His barns, fences and outbuildings all show the management o£ a man of taste,
while his abundant erops testify to the excellent
methods which have transformed an old exhausted tract of land into the present valuable and
productive one.
On Jan. 14, 1868, 1\Ir. Cousineau married
Miss Pauline Girard, who was born .Aug. 1, 1848,
in Sandwich West, daughter of William and
1\:fatilda (Dufour) Girard, and is a member of
one of the county's old and prominent families.
l\Irs. Cousineau was educated in the County of
Essex, where her parents were farming people,
and her father lived retired for ten years prior
to his death,.on his farm in Sandwich. He died
in September, 1898, aged seventy-eight, and hi!1
wife, who was born Feb. 10, 1830, is still on the
old homestead. She is-a member of the Catholio
Church, to which Mr. Girard also belonged.
Children as follows were born to their union·
Pauline, l\Irs. Cousineau; Helen, who married
1 Frank Rocheleau, a farmer on the old homestead;

I
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Toussent, who died young; and Joseph, who married Cirine Field, and is a farmer on t he old
homestead. 'l'he paternal grandparents, Tonssent and Felice (Meloche) Girard, lived in the
County of Essex, as did also the maternal grandparents, Antoine and Archange (Velleau) Dufour. Antoine Dufou r t ook part in the war of
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J A:\lES STEWART, ·a farmer and carpenter
in Gosfield North, is the last surviving member
of a family long known in the County of Essex,

where they were among the earliest of the pioneer settlers, while still farther back he traces
Children as follows have been born to Mr. his ancestry to the famous Stewarts of Scotland.
and Mrs. ·Cousineau : Emnia, born in 1869, is He was born in the County of Norfolk, Middlethe wife of Columbus l\Iarentette. and they re- ton township, Oct. 13, 1840, son of Rev. James
side in Windsor; they have two children, Mabel and Jane (Philpox) Stewart.
Originally three brothers came from Scotland
and Vandetta. George, born in 1870, married
Lihbie Ginett, of West Sandwich, and they re- to America: Charles, grandfather of our subject,
side on a farm in Sandwich West. Albert, born settled in Canada; John went to Pennsylvania,
in :\larch, 1873, married Cora Dupuis, of Sand- anl was killed during the Revolution; and James,
wich West, and they now reside near Toledo, a soldier in the British army, died near .AmherstOhio, where he is employed with the Standard burg, in )!alden township, after the War of
Oil Co.; he has one son, Blake: Albert is a 1812. Charles Stewart, with his wife, Peggy,
graduate of the Windsor high school, and fill!; made his home in Mersea township, and lived to
a prominent position with the great corporation the remarkable age of 104 years. He bad seven
mentioned. Alice, born in 1876, is the wife of children, all now deceased : J ohn, Charles, Abel,
George McKee, and t hey reside in Sandwich Rev. James, Polly (wife of L. D. Vaughn), PegWest; they have sons, Lauren, Roy anl Albert. gy (wife of Michael G. Fox) and Tabitha (Mrs.
Sebry, born in 1879, is the wife of Albert Long- George Brown).
Rev. James Stewart was born in 1794. While
worth, of Windsor, and they have one daughter,
he
owned
and lived on a far;m, his life work was
Ermaugh. Alfred, born in 1883, is a graduate
of the Sandwich College and also of Detroit in the Baptist ministry, and be was a wellCollege, and is now a capable assistant in the known preacher in the County of Essex. His
post office at Windsor; he is unmarried. Blanche, death occurred in 1841, while he was at Long
born in 1886, is, at present writing, a student in Point, Canada, engaged in the discharge of minthe Detroit Dress Schools. Raymond, born in isterial duties. He was twice married, and by
1889, remains at home. John, born in 1891, his.first wife, Betsey (Fulmer), of Mersea towndied in childhood. This family reflect the great. ship, had five children, David, J ohn, Isaiah, Jane
est credit not only upon the estimable parents, and Margaret, all now deceased. By the second
but upon the locality in which they were reared. union with Jane Philpo:x, born in I ona, Canada,
In his political sympathies Mr. Cousineau in 1800, there were three children, namely: Eshas always been identified with the Reform ther, the deceased wife of the late Thomas Craney, of Gosfield; Eliza A., the late wife of
party, and he has held a number of the local
Thomas Hawkes, of Grand Rapids, Michigan;
offices in its gift. lie was collector for two years, and James. After her husband's death 1\Irs.
and for two more was one of the ablest reeves the Stewart married William Taggatt. Her de~tth
county ever had, hi~ work being eminently sat- occurred in 1898.
isfactory to all concerned. Since 1898 be has
James Stewart was reared and educated in
held the Canadian Government appointment of
the County of Essex, and early leai'ned the carfishery overseer, one of considerable responsi- penter's trade. While he has always followed
bility.
'
this to some extent, he bought a tract of wild
Mr. Cousineau and all his family are con- land while he was still a young man, and has
sistent members of the Catholic Church, and his devoted his life mainly to farming. He now has
contributions to charity are always commen- a highly-productive farm . on Concession 6, Lot
surate with his means. For a number of years 23, a place which he has himself cleared and culhe. has been a member of the C. M. B. A. and. tivated, and on which he has built a number of
also of the Order of United Workmen. He is unusually good buildings. To t his home in 1861
one of the popular and leading citizens of Sand- he brou~rht his wife, whose maiden name was
wich We.st, a self-made man, and one who is Miss Julia Lane. She was born in Colchester
1812.

'I

highly esteemed for his sterling traits of
character.
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~outh

in 1846, the daughter of Aaron and Elea-

nor Lane, who were early settlers in that region,

descendants from an old Englisn family. Seven
children have been born to ~Ir. and 1\Irs. Stewart,
but all have passed away save one daughter, Cecilia, the wife of John C. Hutchinson, a business
man in Leamington, who has one daughter, l\lildred.
.
In their religious belief 1\Ir. Stewart and his
wife are Methodists, and are members of that
cbUt·ch, in whose work they have always taken
an active part. Politically 1\Ir. Stewart l1as always .adhered to the Reform party, but has not
been prominent in politics, as his services to the
public have always been in connection with educational work, as a school trustee, or in some
similar position. In his home Mr. Stewart has
been an admirable husband and father; as a
citizen, public-spirited and honest; among his
friends and neighbors, upright in conduct, genial in nature and charitable in thought . and
deed, so that he is held in high esteem, respected
and honored.
JOliN ·1'URK. One of the old established
families of the County of Essex is that o£ Turk,
anl a most worthy representative of the same is
found in 1\Ir. J ohn Turk, of H is 1\Iajcsty 's Customs at Windsor. The arms of Turk of Wilts
are described as follows: Argent, on a bend
azure, between two lions rampant, gules, three
be?.ants. Crest: An eagle en erricre, sable, beak
and legs or. l\1otto: In Deo Omnia.
William Turk, the grandfather of 1\fr. Turk,
of Windsor, was of En~lish ancestry, and was
born in England in 1757, dying there in 1837 ;
the death of his widow followed in 1839. Their
children were : William, Eli1.abeth, Henry J.,
Walter Alfred, Frank, Mary Jane, Ann Sophia,
Thomas and John.
John •rurk, the eldest of the above family,
was born Dec. 24, 1810, in England, coming to
Detroit, l\Iichigan, in early manhood, and was
there married, Sept. 24, 1838, to l\Iiss l\Iary Ann
Hutchings, a daughter of Richard and Elizabeth
(Bradfield) Hutchings. In 1841 they removed
from Detroit to Amherstburg, County of Essex,
Ont., where for nine years Mr. Turk followed
the brewing business, and during four years of
this time was chief of the fire department. On
Oct. 11, 1851, they removed to Windsor, where
Mr. Turk built "The Turk House," which hostelry he successfully conducted for twenty-eight
years. To a limited extent he also engaged in a
mercantile business. After r etiring from the
I

I

-lll

hotel business he built a private residence in
Windsor, where he uied in 1867. Fot· many
yrars he was 011e of the most prominrnt citizens
of this place, commercially and politically, and
efficiently held the offices of assessor, councilman, magistrate and trustee. Politically he was
a Conservative. In r eligious matters he b('ionged
to the :Methodist Church.
John 'fur·k and wife reared and educated a
most estimable family, seven reaching maturity: Elizabeth A., deceased, married J obn 0.
Hayes; 1\!ary Ann married William Carr, o£ Lapeer, l\lichigan, and has one daughter, Emma ;
Ernaline ].;. married R. R. Abel, and they had
three children, Albert, Clarence and l\Iaud;
.John, of Windsor, is mentioned below; Jane D.
married D. II. Abel, of 1\Iichigan, and they have
two children, William and Eli1.abeth; Ed·ward J.
married Sarah Jane Pulford, and they haYe five
children, John, 1\Iinnie, Ada, Flossie and Lorraine; Lydia A. married H. H. Blackadder, and
they have three children, Helen, May and Henry. l\Irs. Turk, the mother o£ this family, is one
of the most charming elderly ladies of Windsor,
and, although she has reached the age of eightyseven years, is an active and valued member of
the 1\fethouist Church. No gathering o£ this
religions body is complete without her, her efficiency being as great as it has been for the past
half century. H er birth took place June 21,
18181 in Berkshire, England. She came to Detroit at the age of eighteen years, in fact passing her birthday on the Atlantic Ocean. Her
grandparents were William and Rebecca Hutchings, the former of whom was born in 1750 in
England, and died there in 1825, his wife passing away some years previously. By occupation
Mr. Hutchings was a merchant, and the property
owned by him has been in the family for more
than 300 years. The children of William Hutchings and his wife were: Thomas, Richard, William, Eliza, Arthur, Richard {2) and Edward.
Richard Hutchings (2), of this family, was
born in 1788, in England, and died in 1840. His
wife, Elizabeth (Bradfield), was born June 21,
1798, in England, and died in Windsor in 1871.
In 1836 Richard Hutchings and his wife came to
Detroit, and soon after purchMed a farm in the
County of Essex. In England he was engaged
in a bakery business, and in farming operations,
with which he was unfamiliar, he contracted a
cold which resulted in his death in 1840. His
children were: :Mary Ann, l\frs. Turk; John (deceased), a mariner, who owned some fine boats
in lake traffic; Richard, of Windsor; Thomas, of
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first settled on Prince Edward Island. Later
they returned to Nova Scotia, where :Mr.' Foster
followed different occupations, and in time removed to New Brunswick, eventually coming to
Ontario, and making their way to the County
of Essex in about 1826, ·nearly ten years after
they first landed on the Canadian shore. He
lQcated in Mersea township, on the farm now
owned and operated by his sons, J ames W. and
George, and was one of the first settlers in that
region. .At that time the farm was a .wilderness
on the South part of Talbot street, in Lot 239, a
part of the Col. Talbot grant. Here he built
a small log bouse and brought his family, settling down to agriculture, and with the help
of his sons he cleared up his farm, a tract of
164 acres, on ·which he made many improvements.
.As early as 1852 escaping natural gas was found
on this farm and :llir. Foster baa always a strong
conviction that this indicated the presence of an
oil field, which conviction proved true, for on the
same farm in 1896 the first oil was discovered
in what has since developed, in 1904, into the
present extensive Leamington oil field. There
the remainder of his days was spent, and farming was his life occupation. He attained the
ripe old age of eighty-two years, a strong, active
man to the last, and died, full of years and honor,
.Aug. 21, 1877; he is buried in Lake View cemetery, at Leamington.
Mr. Foster was a member of the Church of
England, and . in politics was a Conservative.
lie was interested in public affairs, was justice
of the peace for many years, was a member of
the township council, and reeve of the township. He was a volunteer in the British service
FOSTER. The family of this name in Mer- during the Rebellion of 1837-38, and served as
sea township is one of the oldest and most in- ari officer. · He was a well-read man and a good
fluential in that section of the County of Essex, writer. Mr. Foster led a true pioneer life
where they have owned land for nearly eighty after coming to Mersea township, for at the time
years.
of his settlement there were no roads or bridges,
The Fosters are of English descent, Ralph and wild animals, wolves, deer, turkeys, etc.,
Foster, the founder of the family in this coun- abounded in the forests. Amid such surroundtry, having been a native of England, born Dec. ings he ~eared his large family, all .of whom
27, 1795, in the parish of Wardell, County of x:eflected credit upon their training, by their sobDurham, son of John Foster, of the same parish. er and industrious lives. By his first marriage
Ralph Foster was educated in the 'parish schools . Mr. Foster .lfecame the father of eight children:
of his native town, and as a young man worked .Ann, born June 7, 1818, on Prince Edward
in the mines, principally in the lead mines. He Island, married James Robson. John, born in
married in Hexbam, County of Northumberland, Nova Scotia, Aug. 15, 1821, married .April 12,
England, April 25, 1817, Ann Wilthew, who 1842, Mary Richardson. Thomas, born in Nova
was born May 16, 1796, in the parish of Hexham. Scotia July 29, 1823, resides in M:ersea townShortly after their marriage they embarked fo:t ship; he married Oct. 21, 1849, Sarah Scott.
the New World, coming to Nova Scotia, and Matilda, born in Nova Scotia, July 29, 1825,
Holly, Michigan; and Edward and Joseph, deceased. The maternal grandparents of Mrs.
Turk were John and Rebecca Bradfield, natives
of Berkshire, England, where they spent their
whole lives. 'l'hey were the parents of twelve
children, the ten who grew to maturity being:
John, James, Robert, Richard, Elizabeth, Annie,
Jemima, l\Iary Ann, l\Iartha Jane and Maria.
From this honorable ancestry came John
Tw·k, of Windsor, born in 1844, in Amherstburg, County of Essex:. He was seven years
old when his parents moved to Wixidsor, where
he was educated, and bas passed the greater part
of his business life. In 1866 be engaged in
clerking and followed the same line for five
yeat·s, and then became interested in the lumber
business, making this his concern for some sixteen years, after which he was associated with
J ohn Curry and also with the late William McGregor, ex-1\LP., in real estate operations. Since
1897 hehas been connected with His Majesty's
Customs at Windsor, proving a careful,· conscientious and efficient officer.
In 1867 l\Ir. Turk was united in marriage
with Elizabeth Newcomb, whose death occurred
within the following year. In 1873 he was married (second) to l\Iiss :Minnie C. Wigle, a daughter of Peter Wigle, of a prominent family of the
county. Politically l\Ir. Turk is identified with
the Liberal party, and fraternally he is a prominent member of the I.O.O.F., in which he is a
Past Grand and Past Chief Patriarch. Mr. Turk
is much esteemed in every relation of life in
Windsor, and occupies with credit a responsible
position in His Majesty's government.
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self to hard study, and while working on the
homestead with his father, helping to clear up
the f'arm, splitting r ails, etc., studied hard. His
early ambition was attained when he r eceived a
third-gr ade certificate, and he taught his first
school in Romney township, County of Kent.
He also taught his home school. But not content
witq a third-grade certificate, he continued his
studies, and after saving a little money went to
Toronto, where he attended the Normal school,
and where his ambition was r ewarded with a
second-grade certificate. He returned to the
home school and taught for two years, but he was
a man of high spirit and one who knew his position, and \r hen a dispute arose between the
school tt·ustee and .himself he threw up his position. Returning to the Normal school at Toronto,
he took up further study, and obtained a firstcla:>s certificate, after which he taught in Macville, County of Peel, and township of Albion,
and from many places where he taught he was
presented on his r etirement with an address and
a present by t he pupils. These are now in the
possession of his widow, who treasures them, and
among other things there is a handsomely bound
Bible. Besides the places ·previously mentioned
Mr. Foster taught five years at Blytheswood,
ana three years at Olinda, and in the schools of
Leamington, where he acted as principal, spending in all upwards of thirty years in the school
room, which be l~ved faithfully and well, and
to which he gave his entire attention. He
bought a tract of land on the 5th Concession,
where, in February, i883, he built a fine brick
dwelling house, at a cost of over three thousand
dollars, retiring to that place when he gave up
his profession, and spending the remainder of
his life in farming. H e taught his last school
in No. 4 school section, for which he struggled
hard to have established. He died at his home
J an. 9, 1894, a fter a SC\'en weeks' illness, and
'\vas buried in Lake View ce.m etery. Mr. Foster
was a scholar, a man of refined tastes and culture, and was the first young man in the township to take up the profession of teacher. He
became converted at the age of twenty-seven
years, and from that time until his death led a
Christian life. For many years he was a member
of the Wesleyan Church, and when the union
of t hat church and the Methodist took' place he
still attended; but when a rupture took place
he joined the Presbyterian Church at Blytheswood, of which he remained a faithful member
until his death. He performed the duties of
Sunday-school teacher, and was superintendent

.of the school, and quite active in all church
matters. He was a st anch Liberal in politics,
but never sought nor accepted office, though he
was trustee of school section No. 4. Socially he
was a member of the Uasonic fraternity, joining
the lodge at Kingsville. He was a member of
the Sons of Temperance, and a stanch temperance roan, and was a member of the Patrons of
I ndustry. He was a domestic man, inuch devoted to his wi£e and childr en, a good neighbor, and
a friend to all who needed assistance or advice.
.Mr. Foster was married, in 1\fersea township,
Oct. 29,.1858, by Rev. Thomas Atkinson, to Ann
Whealy, who was born Aug. 6, 1836, in County
Huntingdon, Quebec, daughter o£ Thomas
Whealy (Sr.) and Margaret Dowler, of County
H untingdon. Mrs. Foster has proven herself a
willing helpmate, and much of her husband's
success in life is d ue to her, for she made many
sacrifices that he might succeed, helping and encouraging him in every way. He sought her
advice in his every undertaking. She was devoted to him during life, and still cherishes his
memory. Mrs. . Foster is active for her years,
and a good Christian wo~an, a member of t he
Presbyterian Church, attending at Blythcswood.
Mr. and Mrs. Foster bad three children, viz.:
(1) Thomas J efferson Jackson, born Nov. 16,
1862, at Albin, County of P eel, Ont., married
Priscilla :rt1innis, daughter of J ohn ~finnis, and
now resides in Gosfield township, where he is
engaged in farming; he has two children, Addiie
and Raymond. (2) Laura Victoria, born Nov. 6,
1864, at Albin, Cotmty of Peel, was a school
teacher. She married George Switzer, and resides
in 1\faidstone township. 'l'hey have t hree daughters, P earl, Viola and Ethel. (3) Arilla, born
in Mersea township, May 18, 1867, married Rev.
Benoni Gibson, a pastor of the Methodist Church
of Osseo, 1\iichigan, and their children were,
Floyd M., Essie A., I van S., Effie G., Roy DeL.
and Leon E., the last two deceased. Mrs. Foster
is now living on t he homestead, esteemed and
beloved by all who know her, rounding out a
Christian life in the calm enjoyment of the love
of her children and the memories of a happy,
useful life.
J A.lfES W. FoSTER, farmer and stock raiser,
was· born on the Talbot Street farm Sept. 23,
1832, son of Ralph and Ann (Wilthew) Foster.
His boyhood days were spent on the. farm, and
he attended the little log school, where the teacher was paid for by subscription;. still later it
became a free school.· Working hard from early
boyhood, he remained on the homestead with his
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pat"ents until his father retired ft·om farming,
when he rented the place, operating it until his
father died, when it WIIS di,;ded between himself
and his brother George, James W. taking the
p:u·t on which the old log house stood. H ere he
has been ever since engaged in practical farm. ing and stock raising, and he is still active,
though now over seventy years old. He put up
a fine brick dwelling house, aud made other improvements on the farm. Mr. Foster has always
been a stanch Conservative, and an admirer of
the late lamented J ohn A. Macdonald. Religiously he is a member of the P resbyterian Church
of Leamington, and socially he holds member.
ship in the A. F. & A. M. lodge at Kingsville,
to which he has belonged for over fifty years;
he is a member of the A. 0 . U. W., at Leamington. He was a member of the cavalry under
Capt. Theodore Wigle, and served five years.
lie is a man of domestic tastes, and his habits
are temperate and exemplary.
In 1859 )[r. Foster married, in Mersea township, County of Essex, Sarah Jane Derbyshire,
daughter of George and Mary Derbyshire, and
seYen children blessed this union, namely: ( 1)
George Collingw·ood, a resident of Leamington,
married :Mary J . 1\ewcomb, and has five children.
(2) l\Iary A. has been housekeeper for her father
since her mother's death, and has proved a most
devoted daughter. She is a member of the
Methodist Church of Leamington. (3) Eliza
1\fatilda married George W. J ackson, of Leamington, and had fou r children, two of whom
are deceased. (4) Euphemia married F rederick
De Laur·ier, of Leamington, and bas three children. (5) Rose E. married Frederick Harrison,
a baker of Leamington, and has five children.
(6) Clara Annie married Albert Evans, a farmel" of 1\Iersea township, and has two children.
(7 ) Louis died in infancy. The mother of these
children died Aug. 22, 1877, and was buried in
Lake View cemetery. She was a good Christian
woman, reared a creditable family, and was
much devoted to her husband and children, leaving nothing undone which would add to their
comfort and happiness. Indeed, in this respect,
t11e entire family have emulated her example
in their devotion to each other's interests.
GEORGE FosTER, like his brothers, was born
on the homestead farm, and attended the log
schoolhouse. He worked on the home farm from
early boyhood, meantime attending the school
near Lake Erie, in the township of 1\lersea,
taught by an Irish schoolmaster named Otter,
who was a soldier in the British army. He r e-
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rnaincd on the homestead with his father, and
when the homestead was divided obtained the
eastern half of 164 acres, on which he built a
dwelling-house, and which he has been cultivating ever 'since. He was among the p ioneer
tobacco growers in this section, and has ever
been noted for his thrift and industry, as well
as his integrity. Early in June, 1904, the Natural
Gas and Oil Co. bored for oil on his premises and
now have four producing wells, and are sinking
two more. lie is a man who has the respect of
all who know him, for his honest and upright
character. lie is a Liberal in the very best
sense, br·oad-minded, and though not an officeseeker does not neglect the duties of a good
citizen, and has served as school trustee of his
section, No. 2, for six years, ta1."ing a deep inter·
est in education. He is liberal and broad-minded in his religious views, preferring the Golden
Rule as his motto. He was one of the first mem·
hers of t he Agricultural Society.
:\Ir. Foster married, in ) fersea township, May
12, 1861, Elizabeth Seott Derbyshire, daughter
of George and Mary Derbyshire, and sister of
the late Mrs. J ames White Foster. Children as
follows came to this union : Ida Ellen, died
young. Clotilda is at home. Mary Amelia married (first) Robet·t Laird and (second ) Mack
Roach. She resides in Lcamin,:rton. Norman
Scott, a tailor, resides at home. Ella Britomarte
married Robert Winters, and resides in Leamington. Colin Elmer died young. Bertha died when
six months old. The mother of these children
suffered from heart trouble for several months,
and died suddenly in her husband's arms Nov.
18, 1899; she was buried in Lake View cemetery.
l\frs. Foster was a t rue Christian woman, devoted to her husband and children, a consistent
member of the Methodist Church, and was deeply
mourned by many besides her husband and children. Mr. F oster has a taste for music, is a performer on the violin and the clarionet, and was
leader in the band at Leamington for four years,
and clarionet player in same. llis son, Norman
Scott, has also become a performer on the clarionet, under his father's tuition, and has tak'e n
his place in the Leamington band. In 1862 1\Ir.
Foster joined the Canadian Volunteers and ser-Ved six: years under Capt. T. M. F ox; be was
also stationed at Windsor as guard for eight
weeks during the F enian Raid.
EDWI N FOSTER, son of William Henry
F oster, of Mersea township, is a well-known and
prosperous agriculturist of Tilbury West, where
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he has been actively at work for a quarter of a
century. He was born on Talbot Street, in Mer.
sea township, and his education was all acquired
under the primitive conditions incident to the
old-time log schoolhouse. H e remained at home
with his parents, assisting in the work of the
home farm until he attained his majority, when
his father purchased for him a tract of one
hundred acres on the township line of Tilbury
West, near the village of Staples. His first efforts in making this a home were expended in
the erection of a log house, and then he began
to clear the land for cultivation. Under his
father's careful tuition he had acquired a practical knowledge of the work before him, and he
started systematically to work. As his land became better adapted to the plow, and the nnancial r eturns for his labors: more abundant, he
made extensive improvements, the log cabin be·
ing replaced by a substant ial and commodious
brick dwelling, costing about $2,500, and the
original outbuildings gave way to modern structures. He is industrious and thrifty, and the
neat appearance of his farm is but tangible evidence of his methodical haibits. The success he
has attained has been well deserved.
In: Mersea township, :Mr. F oster married
Mary Hannah Dresser, daughter of the late William Dresser, and granddaughter of the late
George Dresser. To this 1mion has come one
son, Orland, born Sept. 6, 1884, now attending
high school. Mrs. Foster is a lady of refined
taste, and an artist of abi]ity. She is devoted
to her home, and much of her husband's success
may be attributed to her sympathy and co-operation. Both 1\•Ir. and Mrs. Foster are members
or the Methodist Church at Staples, and are
active in the work, he being a trustee and steward of the Church, while Mrs. Foster was superintendent of the Sunday-school one year, and
is assistant this year, and is also a most efficient
t eacher in the Sunday-school. Mr. Foster is a
school trustee at Staples, and he takes a keen
interest in all progressive measures, being ever
ready with time and means to do a good citizen's
duty iri improving and advancing his town and
county.
THOMAS COLLINS, one of the highly .respected r etired farmers of the County of Essex
residing on his valuable farm located on Lot
Concession 10, in Sandwich South, was born
Feb. 15, 1852, in Maidstone township, this
county.
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Charles and Elizabeth (Richard) Collins,
his parents, were born in England, reared and
married there, and together came to Canada
about 1850. 'l'hey settled on wild land in Maidstone township, County of Essex, beginning pioneer life in a little log cabin in the woods. Here
Mr. Collins cleared up a fine farm, cultivating
the same until the year 1865, when he purchased
the present home of his son Thomas, in Sandwich, and resided upon his property until his
aeath, in 1894. With the assistance of his sons
he here cleared and put under cultivation a large
farm, erected substantial and comfortable build!ings for family, stock and grain, and made the
improvements which mark it as one of the fine
farms of the locality. Here Charles Collins, after a busy and useful life, passed away. His
widow, who for so many years was his cheerful ,
helpful companion, still survives, aged seventysix years. Both she and her husband belonged
to the Church of England in their native land!,
but in Canada became connected with the Methodist Church, in which Mr. Collins, a pious and
godly man, became one of the pillars. There
were three Collins brothers who came to Canada,
George, Stephen and Charles, all now deceased.
Charles Collins left a family of six children,
as follows: Louisa, born in :Uaidstone township
in 1850, is the wife of John Greaves, a prominent and wealthy retired farmer of Sandwich
South. Thomas. is mentioned below. George,
born in 1855, married Mariah Butts, and they
have three children, Alfred, Altney and Edith
they reside on a part of the old homestead. J emima, born in 1858, is the wife of .Tohn Farough.
Sarah, born in 1860, is the wife of Nicholas Farough, and they reside in Sandwich South; they
have two children, Charles and Lottie. Hannah,
born in 1862, is the wife of William Campbell,
who resides in Essex town, and they have three
children, Charles, Clara and Carmen.
Thomas Collins grew up on the old homestead
and received a district school education. He continued to reside at home as manager of the farm
for a number of years prior to his father's death.
In 1898 he erected a fine modern house on the old
place, and at the same time made other improvements. The home and farm rank with those ·
which have given the County of Essex a reputation throughout the Dominion as one in which
the best agricultural conditions prevail, and as a
most desirable section in which to live.
I n 1879 Mr. Collins was united in marriage
with Catherine Farough, daughter of Joseph and
:Melena Farough, and a member of one of the old .
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a ud prominent families of Sandwich South. To
this marriage have been born three children, as
follows: Melena was carefully educated in the
local schools and is now the wife of George Gerard, who was born in England and emigrated to
the Dominion, now residing in Essex, where he
is engaged i u business; they have three children,
Violet, Llewellyn and Marguerite. Charles Collins, the first son, was accidentally drowned in a
small well near the house, when six yea1·s of age.
Charles (2), born in 1890, is pursuing his
studies.
In religious connection this family belongs
to the Methodist Church, in the work of which
Mr. Collins has taken a very active part and to
which he is n liberal and regular contributor. For
ten years he has been one of the stewards, and
much of the progress of the church in this locality is due to the example and efforts of men of
sueh hlgh character as he hns displayed. P olitically be has always supported the Conservative
party. From his father, who is yet remembered
with the greatest respect in Sandwich, Mr. Collins inherited integrity of character and those
personal attributes which go to make a useful
citizen. All the members of the family are held
in the highest esteem in Sandwich South.
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CAPT. JOSEPH ALEXANDER JENKJNG, one of the most highly esteemed residents
of Walkerville, Ont., is also one of t he most venerable, his year of birth being the same as that
of the late Queen Victoria. His life has been
full of incident, and none can speak more interestingly of either public or local history than can
Captain J enking.
John J enh.-ing, the grandfather, was born in
E ngland, and by trade was a ship carpenter, being one of the skilled members of his craft, engA.ged in the great government dockyards. He
died in his native land at the age of eighty-five
years, leaving two children: J ohn and Shadrach.
Shadrach J enking, the father af Capt. J enking, was born in 1792, and be served for seven
years in t he dockyards with his father, prior to
emigrating to Canada, in 1816. His crossing of
the .Atlantic consumed eight weeks, not eight
weeks of luxury, on a floating palace, but probably eight weeks of misery, crowded on a little
sailing-vessel which pitched and tossed across the
stormy waters. H is landing at New York entailed a still further journey to Buffalo, and
r eaching that place with his kit of tools he made
a skiff and r owed up the river to Ashtabula,
27
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where he was engaged in t he shipyards some
time. When work grew slack here he went to
Detroit, and then crossed to Windsor. In the
latter place be was engaged by Angus l\Icl ntosh
to take cha1·ge of his shipyard, and remained
wit h that builder for three years. In 1818 he
married :\Iargaret Maisonvills, who was born in
Walkerville in 1800, daughter of :\Jajor )faisonvills.
After marriage they settled on the
farm now owned by J ohn Lewis, and continued
to manage the )fclntosh yard for some years.
After leaving the yard he went on the " Wellington" as captain, and remained on the water
some years, returning, however, to his trade, at
which he continued to work until his death in
1853. llis widow survived him until 1864. IIe
belonged to the Church of England, while she
was a Roman Catholic. Captain Joseph Alexander is the oldest of a family of twenty-two
children born to his p arents, twelve of whom
died in infancy, the others being : Robert, Shadrach, Henry, William, lloratio Nelson and
Thomas, twins, J ohn, George and James.
Capt. J oseph Alexander J enking was born
Xov. 24, 1819, on the farm in Windsor . On attaining manhood he went to Detroit and Windsor and worked as ship carpenter, later taking
charge of a shipyard. He assisted in building
the old Great W estern car boat now running in
connection with the Grand Trunk raiLroad. He
continued to engage in shipyard work until 1839,
when he shipped as a sailor, serving for five
After
seasons between Buffalo and Chicago.
this experience he was made foreman on a boat
for the Central road, and he remained in this
connection until 1842, becoming then foreman
on the "Mayflower," built at Windsor. Capt.
Jenking remained until the completion of this
boat. In 1853 he was made foreman of construction and assisted in the building of these
boats: t he "Ottawa, " which he finished in 1854.
and then the "Windsor," which had the distinction of carrying the present King Edward
on the occasion of his visit to Canada. I n 1882
Capt. Jenking retired from active work, and bas
resided in his present pleasant home in Walkerville.
Capt. Jenking was married Oct. 7, 1845. By
his wife, Susanna, who was born o£ Scotch parentage in 1822, he had the following children :
Cornelia, wife of Capt. Bristol, of the American
army; Charles TI., captain of the Canadian Pacific car boat; Sarah, deceased; Isabella; Lillie
and Joseph, twins, t he former living at home,
the widow of Mr. Hyslop, of Chatham, the lat-
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ter jn business in Detroit; and George, a books
keeper in the First National Bank of Detroit.
Both the captain and his wife are members
of the Presbyterian Church. Politically he is a
Conservative. He bore a gallant part in the Res
hellion of 1837s38. Although he has passed the
Psa~mist 's threescore and ten, Capt. J enking
sh(}ws no indication of age, his mental equips
ment being as complete as ever. No more inters
esting companion could be found, his clear res
collections of pioneer days and of early and curs
rent events being recalled with wit and humor,
and with a correctness as to detail which makes
him the chosen village historian.
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HUGH THOMAS COUSINS. Ontario has
been particularly fortunate in the selection of
-capable and efficient officers for its railway mail
service, and no more capable or faithful ems
ploye of the postoffice department can be found
than Hugh Thomas Cousins, of Windsor.
In M:r. Cousins' veins is the blood of pioneer
"Settlers in the County of Essex, who came hither
from Scotland. His father, James Cousins, was
born in that land in 1788, and lived to become
an honored resident of Ontario, dying at Ams
herstburg in 1872. I n 1813 he came to Halifax,
a member of regiment of English artillery,
sent out for service during the War of 1812, als
though, as it happened, the trouble had ceased
before they arrived. I n 1818, while stationed
in Halifax, he married Rosina Maloney, who was
born in 1799, of I rish . parentage, and died in
' 1893.
In 1826 James Cousins settled in Amherstburg, where he had been given charge of the government stores, and he served in this capacity
during the Rebellion of 1837-38. Mr. Cousins
had a life lease of Bois Blane, and he became the
owner of a farm within t wo miles of Amherstburg. Politically he was a Conservative. In religious belief he was attached to the Church of
England. For a time he was a trustee of what
was known as "The Old Kirk" at Sandwich, and
if was related that on one oocasion when some
trouble arose during a service that threatened to
grow, it was suppressed by his looking the doors
and refusing to permit the building ever to be
used again. He was a man of firm convictions,
and stood stanch and true to what he believed to
be right, an inheritance from his Scotch ancestry. His children, who were all devotedly attached to him, were: Isabella, born in 1819, died
in 1885; Catherine; James J., born in 1822, resides with his brother, Hugh T.; William, de-
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ceased; Rosina; Sarah, the widow of Dennis
Ouellette, of Detroit; Ann, deceased; John D.,
of l\Ialden township, County of Essex; Hugh T.,
and Henry, deceased.
lJugh T. Cousins was born in 1836, in Amherstburg, County of Essex, and was there edus
cated. H is early life he spent as a sailor on the
lakes, in 1852 shipping before the mast on the
schooner "Ellen Park,., plying between Windsor and Kingston, Ont. Here he remained one
year, and then went to t he schooner "Conductor" for a year, as second mate, then as second
mate on the brig "John Dashler," the property
of 1\fr. Briggs, and, after other trips, became
first mate on the "West Wind" for one year.
However, in 1858, he lef t the water and engaged
in the Canadian mai.l service, and after f ot·ty
years may still be found one of the reliable men
of his line of work, trusted to the utmost by the
officials, and valued and esteemed by his associates and the general public.
I n 18581\Ir. Cousins went into the postoffice at
Windsor, and in 1866 was made mail clerk between Windsor and Chatham, and there he remained until the opening of a similar service on
the Southern railway, in 1874, and he had charge
of the first mail car run over that road in April
1874. Since that time he has been' identified
with the mail service on that line of railroad
it being now owned by the Michigan Centrai
Company, and is one of the oldest mail clerks
in \Vcstern Ontario.
In 1880 Mr. Cousins was united in marriage
with Jennie Clement, a native of Hamilton and
a daughter of Joseph Clement. She died leaving one daughter, Edna. In 1894 Mr. Cousins
was married again, his choice being Miss Flora
Laing. Both Mr. and Mrs. Cousins are members
of the Episcopal Church, in which he has been
warden for a number of years.
ESAU HILLMAN, one of the most highly
respected citizens of the to,vnship of Tilbury
' Vest, County of Essex, is now living retired on
the farm which has been his home for the past
forty ·years. I n the possession of good health
and all his faculties, and enjoying the universal
esteem of his fellowscitizens, he is receiving the
?enefits of a life of well-directed industry, and
IS an example the . young men of the present
generation would do well to follow.
l\lr. Hillman is a native of England, born
Jan. 15, 1830, in Westbury, Wiltshire, son of
James Hillman, a native of the same place, and
grandson of George Hillman. James Hillman
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was a brickmaker by occupation. He married
in his native land Mary Smith, and they had a
family of four children when they left their
native home for the New World in 1831. After
a seven weeks' ocean voyage on a sailing-vessel
the family landed at Quebec, coming thence to
Ontario and locating in the wilderness, the
father drawing a 100-acre tract of bush land, a
Talbot grant, in Zone township, County of
Kent. A log house was erected, and Mr. Hillman set about clearing the place. He was quite
successful in his work, and made considerable
improvement during his residence thereon. Selling out, he removed with his family to the
County of Essex, and again began the life of a.
pioneer, locating on a bush farm of 100 acres
in the 8th Concession, township of Tilbury
West. He built a log house, and commenced
the work of clearing and improving, which he
continued until his death, f<?r he passed the
remainder of his life on this place. Mr. Hillman passed away at the age of sixty years, his
wife, who survived him, reaching the age of
sixty-eight; she also died on the old farm. They
are buried in St. George's cemetery. Both were
members of the Methodist Church, and lived
most Christian lives. In politics J ames Hillman was a stanch Conservative, and he was a
volunteer in the Rebellion of 1837-38, being one
of the British soldiers stationed at Sandwich.
Mr. and Mrs. Hillman were the parents of seven
children, the first four born in England, viz.:
:lllary, who died young; Elizabeth, who died
young; John ; Esau; Samuel, deceased ; Nathaniel, a farmer residing in the township of Tilbury West ; and 1\'lary Ann, who married William Brown, and resides in Alberta, Northwest
Territory.
Esau Hillman was only a year old when
brought by his parents to Canada, and he passed his boyhood in Zone township, County of
Kent. His opportunities for obtaining an education were very limited, as the schools in those
early days were "few and far between," in
fact, all the helps which the boy of to-day meets
at every turn 'vere totally lacking. It was hard .
to obtain even the barest necessities of life.
Things that the pioneers could not provide with
the meager r esources at their command were
conveyed by water from Detroit or Windsor to
Stony Point, and thence carried on horseback
or on the men's shoulders through the woods.
Deer,- wolves, wild turkeys and other game
abounded. Civilization made slow progress at
first, for the settlers during the first few years
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h'nd enough to do to provide for their families.
liut as the work of clear·ing advanced and
improvements were found to pay for themseh·cs
tnere was no lack of public-spirited men to
organize and support the ditl'erent enterpris(!s
which characterize the well-ordered commuoitv.
Churches and schools· and societies were established, agricultural implements and necessar·y
machinery of all kinds were brought into the
section, the prosperous conditions attracted
other settlers, and the locality is now a typical
thrifty farming district. '!'here ~Ir. Hillman
has spent seventy-two years of his life. As mav
be supposed, from the state of affairs existing
in his boyhood, he was obliged to begin work
at a very early age, helping his father in the
duties of the farm. He remained at home until
twenty-three years old, when he bought 100
acres in Mersea township, County of Essex,
·erected a log house thereon, and cQJDmenced
farming on his own account. He had to clear
the place, and succeeded in improving it vastly
during the six or seven years he remained there.
In 1860 he sold out and removed to his present
home in the township of Tilbury West, where
he purchased another 100-acre tract on Lot 8,
Concession 8, and began all over again, erecting
a Jog house and taking u p the work of clearing.
As the land was prepared for cultivation he
engaged more and more extt>nsively in farming,
and in addition to general agriculture gave
considerable time to stock raising, doing a profitable business in both lines. As prosperity
rewarded his efforts he added to his equipment
and put up a number of substantial buildings
on his place. He also invested in two other
tracts, of fifty and forty acres, respectively,
each of which is operated by one of his sons.
'Mr. Hillman has worked hard all his life, but
he has always enjoyed the blessing of good
health, and he does not feel that work hurts him.
Of late years he has retired from the more
arduous work, handing over the management
of the home place to hio; son, Edward. He can
truly look back with satisfaction upon a long
life of usefulness, for be bas not only reared a
creditable family, but has also done his share
in the improvement of his section, having reduced several farms from their wild state to
arability.
. l\Ir. Hillman was married in l\Iosa township,
Dec. 4, 1853, to Nancy Bright, who was born
in Hamilton, Ont., and who has proved a most
devoted and efficient helpmate. They became
the parents of thirteen children: George Allen
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died when fifteen years old. Laura Ann married
Conrad Simons, of Rochester township, County
of Essex. Hannah Jane is the widow of Jesse
Ford, of Comber. Nancy married John Coatby,
of Comber. Fannie is the wife of Henry Jury,
of Detroit. Phebe married Edward Jury, and
resides in Michigan. Esau, a farmer, married
Almina Thorne. Edward, who cultivates the
homestead place, married Sophia :May, daughter
of John May, and they have had one child,
Maude Pearl. Bertha is the widow of Ransom
Thorne. William is a farmer in the township
of Tilbury West. Three died in infancy. Mr.
and Mrs. Hillman are members of the Methodist
Church. In political faith he is a Conservative,
but has never cared for public position.
CECIL H. ROBINSON, the first clerk of
Walkerville, County of Essex, Ont., can trace
his ancestral line on both sides of the family
to England. His grandfather Robinson was
born in England, and there spent his entire
life. His children were: George James, Thomas
J., William, and Charlotte, all of whom lived
and died in England.
Of the above family George James Robinson,
the father of Cecil H., was born in England, and
there married a Miss Smith, daughter of Sidney
Smith, junior judge of His Majesty's High
Court of Chancery, England. Their children
were: George James, Jr., Henry, Frederick, \Villiam R., Emily, Louisa, Harriet, Caroline and
Cecil H. Of this family Cecil H., the youngest,
was the only one to come to Ontario.
Cecil H. Robinson was born in England,
Jan. 11, 1838. As he grew to young manhood
he displayed an inclination toward the law of
which his maternal ancestors were leading representatives, and after a full course he became a
solicitor in the High Court of Chancery and
attorney in Her :Majesty 'a Court, Queen's Bench,
at Westminster, on whose files his name still
appears. In 1869 he decided to see something of
the Western World, and crossiog the Atlantic
located in Toronto, Ont. For a year he was
with a law firm, and was then with D'Alton McCarthy, of Barrie, for eight year$, and in 1879
he moved to Windsor, where for four years he
was with the general offices of the Canadian
Sout hern Railway Company. The next four and
one half years Mr. Robinson wac:; manager for
Alexander Cameron, and in 1886 he settled iri
Walkerville, and four years later (May, 1890)
was appointed Town Clerk when the place was
.incorporated. From that day to the present

time he has ably filled the office. :l\Ir. Robinson
has been a notary public in and for the ProYince
of Ontario, and also has been commissioner of
the High Court of J ustice since 1887.
In 1868 IIIr. Robinson married, in his native
land, 1\Iiss Eliza Harriet Hamlin, daughter of
William Hamlin. The following children have
been born to Mr. and :Mt·s. Robinson: Florence
Maude married E. II. Bull, and has one son,
Louis Cecil; Major Sidney Cecil married Martha
Maud Stanley, and they have three ~hildren,
Cecil Stanley, Florence Maud, and Sidney Hamlin; William Frederick and Arthur Reginald
are in Walkerville; George J ames is deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson are members of the
Anglican Church, and his political affiliations
are with the Conservative party. Fraternally
be is a member of the Knights of Pythias.
. ADOLPHUS ·F. RUTHVEN, a public official of the city of Windsor who, through efficiency, has won the confidence of the public, is
the capable and obliging clerk of the money
order and savings bank department of the
Windsor post-office.
.
Mr. Ruthven belongs to one of the old
settled families of the County of Essex, of
Scottish extraction and sturdy, loyal citizenship. His great-grandfather, who lived and
died in Scotland, reared a large family, one of
whom was Neil, more adventurous than the rest.
In his native country he married Catherine
J\IcColl, and in 1804 he took his little family
and emigrated to Canada, locating in the Province of Ontario, County of Elgin, where he
became a farmer, and thus passed a useful life.
He was the father of the following children :
Neil, James, Hugh, Angus, Robert (who was
buried at sea), Catherine (widow of Joseph
Coatsworth, still surviving): Sarah, and Ann
(who married Archibald Mcintyre).
Hugh Ruthven, the third member of the
above family, and the father of Adolphus F.
Ruthven, was born Oct. 19, 1826, in the County
of Elgin, and when but sixteen years of age
began teaching in the local school, later becoming an educator also in the County of Essex.
F or a time he was a bookkeeper for Michael M.
Fox, but he later formed a partnership with
John M. Wigle, in a milling and shipping business, at Ruthven, a hamlet named in his honor,
and in this business accumulated a large property and became widely known commercially.
He continued to be interested in the same dur-
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ing his active life, and now resides in retirement and when he reached manhood he taught the
at Kingsville, County of Essex. ~!any local same for a time and then went to Detroit, where
honors were shown him, and he served as he spent four years in the profession as a
reeve for Gosfield township; and for many yeat·s teacher. In February, 1882, he was appointed
was the postmaster at Ruthven. ~lr. Ruthven to his present position, and most e!Ticiently
was the first member of St. George Masonic performs its duties, without, however, limiting
Lodge at Kingsville, having become a member his interest in his art. For the past ten y eat-s
of that fraternal order more than fifty years he has been the leader of the 21st Regiment
band at Windsor, and is known as one of the
ago.
In 1855 Mr. Ruthven and Emily Fox were leading musicians of Western Ontario. lie is
united in marriage, and to this union were born using the old violin owned by :1\eil Ruthven,
the following children: Adolphus P.; Amelia, the instrument being over 250 years old.
the wife of Angus Wigle; Cora, deceased; and
On Dec. 27, 1882, l\lr. Ruthven was united
~liss :\Iary. :\Irs. Ruthven was born Jan. 20,
in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Chater, who
1831, a daughter of :\Iichael .G· and :Margaret was born .April 20, 1865, in Windsor, daughter
(Stuart) Fox, of German extraction. George of Thomas and Ann Maria (Bull) Chater, who
}'ox, the grandfather, was born in 1781, in the came to Windsor from the State of New York,
State of Pennsylvania, where he married Juli- in 18:53. Thomas Chater was born in 1832, in
anne Wigle, and they reared these children : Bngland, and his wife in 1835, in Leamington,
Michael G., the father of Mrs. Ruthven; Eliza, England, she being a daughter of William and
born Sept. 20, 1807 ; Mary, Aug. 15, 1809; Ann (Randall) Bull. To Thomas Chater and
Catherine, Oct. 10, 1811 ; John, Feb. 9, 1814; wife were born the following children: John,
Theodore, Feb. 5, 1816 ; J oscph, July 20, 1818; Rmma, Jane, ~ramie, Elizabeth and Frederick.
H enry, :March 15, 1821; Jane, 1\Iay 15, 1823; :\Ir. and :Mrs. Ruthven have one son, Frederick
Caroline, May 10, 1827; Robert, Nov. 28. 1831; Ilugh, born Aug. 27, 1884, in 'nndsor. The
and Harriet, 1\Iay 8, 1833. The children born family are attendants on the services of the
to Michael G. Fox and wife were: Emily, Oli- Church of England, of which Mrs. Ruthven is
ver, Horatio, Testeniah, Almeron, Sabina, Ad- a member. Politically Mr. Ruthven is identielia, Adoiphus and Almira. The mother of this fied with the Conservative party, while fraterfamily was born March 5, 1811, a daughter of nally he is a member of the Knights of Pythias
J ames Stuart, who was born in England. Mr. and the Royal At·canum. The family is well
~tuart, with two of his sons, was one day engagknown socially in Windsor and has a wide
ed in his agricultural pursuits in Virginia, circle of pleasant friends.
when he was attacked by Indians, shot by their
arrows and then cruelly scalped, while the sons
NAPOLEO~ PICHI , a leading manufacwere carried away. Long afterward the dis- turer and prominent citizen of Sandwich, traces
tracted mother found one son, but the other was his ancestry back to his grandfather Joseph
never again heard from. This tale was not an Dnfils Pichi, of French extraction, who died in
unusual one for those pioneer days, but it makes Lower Canada about 1848. He married ::\[iss
the present generation thankful that they live Camean, by whom he had the following chilwhen such disasters are impossible. The first dren: J o!>eph ; Noel, born in 1807; Francois,
of this family in Canada was James Stuart, born in 1809 ; Osete, born in 1711; and :\Iartine,
who came as a member of the 42nd Highland born in 1813.
Joseph Pichi, the father, was born in the
Regiment, Black Watch, to serve in the Revolutionary War. In the State of Maryland he Province of Quebec in 1805, and t here married
married Margaret
, and their children Louise H oule, also of Quebec, where she was
'vere: J ames, John, Daniel, Charles, Sophia, born in 1807. He died in 1885, and she died
Jane and Mary. James married Jane Findlay, in 1893. They were the parents of the followand their children were: Charles, James, John, ing children: 1\Iarie, who married Henry R.
Abel, Margaret (the grandmother of Adolphus Richard; J oseph, who married Iles Richards;
two that died in infancy; Lena, deceased, who
F. Ruthven), Polly, Sarah and Tabitha.
Adolphus F. Ruthven was born March 3, married .Adolphus Marisette; Lfoa, who married
1856, at Union, County of Essex, and obtained A. D. Sincir; Emeli, who died unmarried;
his education in the local schools. From child- David married a Miss Leblanc: Delfine, deceashood he displayed an u nusual talent for music, ed, who married L. llamel ; Philias, who mar-
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ried Leonard l\Iase; Alfred, who married Josephine Godet; Napoleon; Luc; who was thrice
married; Eunice, who manied Antoine Leblance ; Lizzie, who married Joseph Godet ; and
Alic~, deceased.
Napoleon Pichi ·was born Sept. 28, 1848, in
the Province of Quebec, and at the age of
twenty.one he came to Sandwich where he
worked as a blacksmith for l\Ir. Lucier. In
1874 he began business in Windsor on his own
account as a blacksmith, and continued for two
years, when he settled at Sandwich, forming a
partnership with F. X . Janet, under the fit·m
name of Pichi & Janet, carriage makers. Mr.
Pichi has served for fourteen years on the school
board at Sandwich, and has been re-elected for
another term of two years on the Liberal ticket.
Religiously he and his family are members of
the Assumption Roman Catholic Church, and
llfr. Pichi has been a member of the choir for
twent y-seven years.
In 1871 Mr. Pichi married H elen Maullioux,
who was born in the County of Essex, a
daughter of Alexander Maullioux, and by this
marriage our subject became the father of the
following children : IDeric married Anna Meloche, and has three children, Beatrice, Ralph,
and Viola; Maria; William; Regina; Edward;
Renaud; J oseph; and Ernest. Through industry and thrift Mr. Pichi has steadily worke4
his way upward, and is now reckoned among
t he influential men of Sandwich, where he has a
host of warm friends.
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WILLIAM J . F OX, a prosperous farmer
and dealer in moulding sand in the township of
Gosfleld South, County of Essex, is a son of
H enry Fox and grandson of J onas Fox.
Henry Fox was born in Gosfield April 1,
1807, and there grew to man hood, during his
boyhood attending the Master :Mcl\Iurry school,
One mile west of his home. I n time he came
into possession of 100 acres of Lot 9, wher~ he
occupied the large frame house, carrying on
farminA", and clearing off the land as rapidly
as possible. He died J une 22, 1852, worn out
with his labors. For many years he was a prominent figure in the Methodist Church, and
served as class-leader for a long time.
Henry Fox married Margaret Willian, who
as a child came from E ngland with her parents,
and they located in Tilbury East, County of
Kent·. She died in 1847, and was buried in the
cemetery on the home farm. By this marriage
Henry Fox had children as follows : Susan

( deceased) married N. J . Sears, and lived at
E ssex. Elizabeth, the widow of Joseph Wigle,
resides at Ruthven, Ont. Thomas is a farmer
in Gosfield North. Henry, a farmer of Gosfield,
married Linnie Stewart, and has one daughter,
ll.laud. William J. is mentioned below. H ugh
(deceased) lived in Leamington, where he married Jane Ilyatt, and carded on a livery and
butchering business. John (deceased) married
Demariu$ Stewart, and died at Windsor in
April, 1903. H enry Fox married for his second
wife Rebecca Wigle, and they had one son,
Sylvester, who died in Leamington, unmarried.
William J. Fox was born in Gosfield South,
on the farm where he now resid es, March 13,
1840. He attended as a visitor, one day, the
Master l\1c~1urry school. Later he went to the
J asper Golden school, and at the age of twelve
years he began farm work, receiving five d ollars
per month. I n time he became engaged in buying cattle for the Walkers, a business he carried
on for sixteen years. I n 1867 Mr. Fox began
developing the business of handling moulding
sand, cobble stones and! building sand, and
found it so profitable that he has since continued in this line, with almost uniform sue-.
cess. He has seventy-four acres of Lot 9, the
homestead farm, and in addition to ~arrying
on his sand business has completed the clearing
up of his property, where he carries on general
farming, and is recognized as one of the representative farmers of his neighborhood. I n religious affairs he and his family are identified
with the Methodist Church of Ruthven. Politically he is a Conservative.
On March 30, 1859, William J. Fox married
Tabitha, daughter of Abel Stewart, and to them
have been born children as follows: Orlan married Elizabeth Chase, and their children are
Percy and Lottie; he is a farmer on Lot 9, ·in
the township of Gosfield South. Carrie married
Leonard Wigle, a farmer of Lot 8, Gosfield
South. Cora is the wife of L. A. Bossey, of
Harrow, Ont. Arthur married Ella Shanks,
and their children are Marvel and Gerald; he
is a farmer on a portion of Lot 9, Gosfield
South. ·Ethel is the wife of Charles E. Baker,
a druggist of Cheboygan, Michigan. William J.
Fox and his children are very important members of society wherever they are located, and
they are worthy representatives of the good old
name handed down to them. Mr. Fox himself
is an excellent and honorable business man, and
one who stands high, not only in Gosfield South,
but throughout the county. H is success has
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come to him through bard work and honest
dealings, and is well merited. Fraternally he
unites with the I.O.O.F. at Essex.
ALMANSO~ MALOTT, a farmer and fruit
grower of 1\lersea township, belongs to one of
the highly respected old families of the County
of EsseL The founders of this family came
from Maryland to Canada in the persons of a
widow with her three sons and two daughters,
namely: Peter, David and Theodore, and Catherine and Delilah. David Malott settled near
St. Catharines, Ont.; Peter married 1\lary
J ones, who was a captive among the Indians,
and they were the progenitors of the numerous
Malotts of Kingsville and Gosfield townships;
ana Theodore settled in Gosfield township, near
the ~Jersea line, and became the founder of the
branch of the family with which this sketch is
concerned.
Theodore ~!alott owned 400 acres of land
and engaged ext ensively in farming, devoting
his whole life to the cultivatiou of his fields.
He married into the Wigle family, one of the
oldest and most prominent families of this section, Catherine, daughter of J ohn Wendel
Wigle, becoming his wife. Extended mention
of the various prominent members of the Wigle
family will be found in other parts of this work.
The children of Theodore and Catherine Malott
were: Joseph, Thomas, Peter, Judith, J ohn,
Sarah, Wendel, 'l'heodore, Catherine, \:Villiam
and David.
Theodore Malott of the above family, obtained such meager schooling as the time and place
afforded. When ready to establish a home of
his own, he settled also in l\lersea township on
a tract of 100 acres of land, near the Gosfield
line, built here a log house and began the clearing of his farm, an undertaking of no little
moment, requiring months of the ltardest kind
of labor. He was a good farmer, and was a
pioneer in the tobacco growing industry. In
politics he was a Conservative, and he was elected to the office of reeve in his township, and for
a number of years was a justice of the peace.
I n l\iersca township he married Elizabeth Quick,
daughter of Cornelius Quick. Both died in
advanced age on this farm, he at the age of
seventy-seven, and both were buried in Lake
View cemetery. Mr. and l\Irs. Malott were
among the early members of the Methodist
Church, to which they were attached all . their
]ives. They had five children: Sarah Jane, wife
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oi G. A. l\forse, of Leamiugton; Darius X<"lson;
David Enoch, deceased; lluldah Ann, who married Lucian Morse, and both are deceased; and
Robert Wigle, living on the 1st Concession.
Capt. Darius Xelson :\Jalott, son of Theodore
and father of Almanson, passed his youth until
the age of eighteen years, much the same way
as did his father, only surrounded by a little
easier conditions, and then took up a seafaring
life. His first experience was as an able seaman, on the schooner ''Ellen Park,'' a grain
vessel on Lake Erie. His next sailing was on
the schooner "Conductor," partly owned and
commanded by Capt. Joseph Fox, who was engaged in the grain trade sailing to 1\lontreal.
In that Northern city the youth secured passage
on a vessel going to England, in which he reached London. There be shipped on a British
merchantman bound for Van Dieman 's J"and,
where he left his vessel, and started into gold
digging. Finding that experience was needed
in order to succeed in that business, he returned
to the sea, and, as a ship was leaving short of
hands for Ching Chee Island to gather guano
for sale in London, he went again as a seaman,
finally securing a berth on another vessel which
brought him to Quebec. lie then went to Detroit and shipped on board the bark "Sonora,"
as master, which was owned by Dissel & Davidson, and was freighting between Chicago and
Buffalo. Later he became master of the schooner ''.Augusta,'' and sailed for a season on
Lakes H uron, :hlichigan and Erie. llis next
engagement was on the barque "Ravenna,"
owned by Bisscl & Davidson, plying between
Detroit and Cleveland. Capt. Malott then made
two trips to England with copper ore, and upon
his return from the second trip, took charge of
the schooner "1\lo-jave," owned by the same
firm, which was plying between Chicago and
Buffalo. This vessel was lost on Lake Michigan
ouring a heavy storm in 186-l, neither captain
nor crew ever being found. He was a man noted
tor his hardihood and bravery in time of danger,
and desperate, indeed, must have been the case
when his skill and seamanship could not save
either lives or property. In politics he was a
Liberal, and fraternally he was a 1\Jason.
Capt. Malott married Mary A. Robson,
daughter of Thomas Robson, and she still survives, residing on the homestead farm, carefully
cherished by her son. She has lon~r been a consistent member of the Baptist Church. The
four children of this marriage were: Theodore,
who died in 1882; Ada, who married James
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Bradford, and died in 1892; Almanson; and
Loretta, who died young.
Almanson Malott was born on the homestead, and was deprived of the care of his father
while a child. He was carefully reared by his
excellent mother, and was given fair educational
opportunities in the Leamington schools. Mr.
:.\falott has always resided on this farm, and has
been .very successful in his efforts at fruit and
tobacco gt·owing. He has made a specialty of
peaches, having sixteen acres devoted to this
luscious fruit and finding a ready market.
In Leamington ~Ir. l\Ialott married Sabina
Williams, daughter of P eter and Mary Williams,
and one little daughter, Mary Erma, died in
infancy. He is fraternally connected with the
I.O.O.F~. and the A.O.U.W., both of Leamington, and belongs also to the Fruit Growers'
Association, and to the M:ersea Township Agricultural Society. Mr. Malott is a worthy representative of a fine old family, and has the
respect and consideration always given a man
of industt·y, sobriety and kind and genial
manner .
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WILLIAl\I FLEMI~G, an extensive farmer
and stock-raiser of Pelee· I sland, County of
Essex, and one of the largest landowners in that
section of the county, was born in County of
Peterborough, Ont., March 14, 1848, son of
Robert Fleming, and grandson of Robert, Sr.
The family is of Welsh descent, but located
in Ireland in the days of Oliver Cromwell.
Robert Fleming, Sr., lived· and died in his native
Ireland, following the occupation of a· farmer.
His wife's maiden name was Martha Fleming.
Robert Fleming, father of William, was born
in County Tyrone, Ireland, near Fintona, and
was reared upon the family home~tead. After
reaching manhood's estate, to better his condi. tion he came to Ontario, and located in the
to>\'nship of Smith, County of Peterborough.
There he met and married Elizabetli Workman,
a native of Ireland, and a daughter of Hugh and
Anne (Galiway) Workman, of Scotch descent.
After a short residence in Smith township, the
young couple removed to a fat·m near Hamilton,
and there the father lived to the age of sixty
years. His remains were interred in the beautiful P eterborough cemetery. In r eligious matters
he was a consistent member of the English
Church, while in politics he was a Conservative.
The children born to Robert Fleming and his
wife were: (1) Martha married John Kil-

patrick Wilson, who died on Pelee Island, leaving two children, William Kilpatrick, and Margaret J . (who married John J upp); Mrs. Wilson
makes her home with her son, William K. (2)
1\fary Anne married Alexander Hamilton, pro.
prietor of the "Hamilton Hotel" at Beaverton,
Ont. (3) Robert died on Pelee Island. (4)
David died young. (5) Sarah Jane married
Thomas Treeleven, of Beaverton. (6) Eliza died
at the age of thirteen years. (7) William. (8)
Margaret married Joseph Cousins, and resides
on Pelee Island. The mother of these children
died in 1888, aged seventy-seven yeal's, and was
but·ied in P elee Island cemetery. She was an
earnest member of the Presbyterian Church, and
was a most worthy and excellent woman, beloved
by all who had the pleasure of knowing her.
William Fleming was reared upon the homestead, but when still a lad he removed to the
County of Huron, locating in the township of
'l'urnberry, and there worked at timbering, remaining until 1876. He then sold a tract of
fifty acres of brush land, on which he had built
a log house, and removed to Pelee I sland, where
he bought thirty-foQr acres, cleared it up, and
put three acres in grapes. He also bought some
marsh land, and is now the owner and operator
of 300 acres of land, the greater portion of which
he has in a fine state of cultivation. Upon this
valuable property, !\fr. Fleming has erected a
commodious house, built other structures, and
made many improvements. He is an extensive
stock grower, having at all times as many as
thirty head of Short Horn Durham cattle, and
he is also a successful general farmer. All of .
his operations are carried on in a scientific manncr, and his returns from his investments are
very large.
'l'he first marriage of ~lr. Fleming took
plac~ in the County of Huron, when he was
married to "M ary Townsend, who died on Oct.
28, 1877. On April 15, 1887, in IGngsville, Mr.
Fleming married Mary J. Henderson, by whom
he had six children: David Howard; William
John; Mary Ann; Leila Maud; Beryl l\fartha;
and Katherine. Mr. Fleming has always been
a stanch Conservative, and has served in the
township council for three years; during his
occupancy of this position, he has .been an earnest advocate of the drainage of the .Island. He
has also served upon the school board, of which
he has been chairman. He and his wife and
children are all members of the Church of England. Fraternally he is a member of the Loyal

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
Orange Lodge, and has been its master for two
and one-half years, and was one of the charter
members of the organization. · l\Ir. F leming is
well liked by all classes, and is a recognized
leader among the prosp erous farmers of P elee
Island.
:\Irs. ~Iary J. (Henderson) Fleming was
born in Ireland, April 11, 1860, daughter of
J ohn and l\Iary Ann (Downey) Henderson. In
1863 John Henderson brought his family to
Canada and settled near the city of Ottawa,
where he worked for a few years, and then purchased a farm. I n 1887 they sold out and came
to Pelce Island, purchasing fifteen acres, which
was added to by additional purchases until he
owned seventy acres. John Henderson died Jan.
4, 1900, aged seventy-six, and his wife died June
20, 1892, aged fifty-five years, both in the faith
of the Church of England. Their children were:
~Iary J., wife of William Fleming; Catherine,
who mar·ried Kelson Srigley, a fann er of P elee
Island; Henry A., reeve of Pelee Island ; Thomas,
a farmer in Pelee Island; and Isabella, who married Albet·t McLellan, of Windsor.
GIG:;.J"AC BRO'l'HERS. Richard 'f. and
Albert Simon Gignac, proprietors of the Poinciona Cigar Company, of Windsor, are descended from one of the pioneer French families of
County of Essex. The early history of this
interesting family is found elsewhere.
Thomas Gignac, father of the brothers, was
horn Feb. 13, 1822,· at Petite Cote, a son of
Simon, Sr. During his active life he was engaged in farming in the County of Essex. Being
much interested in educational matters he served as a school trustee for some time prior to his
death, which occurred May, 1897, in the County
of E ssex. In August, 1851, he was united in
marriage with l\Iiss ::'!Iarielle Durocher, born in
1832 at Petite Cote, daughter of Antoine and
Francoise ('l 'agot) Durocher. To this union
have been born children as follows: Richard T.,
of the firm of Gignac Dros. ; J oseph, deceased;
Domitile, who married Renig ~Ionforton, of
::\'fontana, and has two children, Lucile and
Ernest; Albert Simon, of t he above mentioned
firm; Delphine; and Delima.
RJCUARo '1'. GIGNAC, the senior partner of
t he fh·m of Gignac Bros., was born March 28,
1854, at River Canard. He remained on the
homestead until eighteen years of age, when he
began the trade of cigar making in Windsor.
He followed this vocation in Windsor and Detroit until F ebruary, 1894, when he and his
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bt·other Albert S. founded the P oinciona Cigar
Company at Windsor. I n 1899 they built a
c'ommodious two-story faetory at No. 55 Chatham Street, 'Vest, where they employ about
fifteen hands, and turn out annually about 300,000 cigars, all made from imported tobacco.
In 1886 Richard T. Gignac was married to
Alice, a daughter of Laurent Odette, deceased,
and to this union came four children: Adelard,
Ernest, Raymond and Frederick. The mother
of the family passed away Jan. 13, 1895. Politically 1\Ir. Gignac adheres to the principles of
the Conservative party. He belongs to the
Roman Catholic Church, and affiliates with the
C.~f.B.A.

ALBERT SnroN GIGYAC, the junior member
of the firm, was born Jan. 25, 1865, at River
Canard. When but six years of age his parents
moved to 'Vindsor, where his mother now resides. In 1882 be took up the tailor 's trade in
Windsor, and after devoting three years to that
work there, he went to New York City, where
he made a specialty of cutting men's garments
with John J. Mitchell, returning thence to
Windsor, and for eight years was engaged with
T. A. Bourke. He then established a tailoring
business of his own on Ouellette avenue, which
he conducted for two years, at the end of that
time closing out the tailoring business, and with
his brothet· Richard T. establishing the cigar
bnsiness.
:\fr. Gignac, like his brother, is a Consen·ative, politically. He is a member of the Catholic
Order of Foresters, and attends t he Roman
Catholic Church.
The firm of Gignac Bros. has built up an
extensive cigar trade through their strict attention to its details, and fair treatment of their
customers, and the future bas in store for them
still greater business success.
PETER UPCOTT, one of the members of
t he council of Gosfield South, is a member of
one of the old and substantial families of Esse:c
County.
.
Grandfather John Ridge Upcott was a
natiYe of England, where he was reared, and
whct·e he married l\Iiss 1\fariah Smale. He was
n tradesman of London, and plied his craft at
tht> East India dock, from which point he set
sail for America with his wife and family. For
a time he made his home in various places in the
United States, including Ohio, and finally
moved to Colchester, County of Essex, Ont.,
settling on the old ~IcCormick farm. In 1831
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be came to Gosfield, and took u p seventy acres for nine years. I n Februat·y, 1894, he bought
in Lot 260, Talbot Road North. This land was for ty-seven acres in Lot 260, Talbot Road South,
wild, and he endured the many privations incid- about one-half of which was cleared and here he
ent to pioneer life. He built a log house some has erected substantial barns and other outt hree rods east of t he present dwelling, in buildings, and in 1902 put up a handsome brick
which he died, Dec. 16, 1854, aged seventy-six
house, just opposite the site of his birt h. I n
addition to t his farm Mr. Upcott owns other
yea rs, eight months, twenty-five days. H is wife
died several years before, at the age of sixty- lands, and is justly accorded a prominent placo
one years, three months, six days, March 1,
among the wealthy farmers of County Essex.
1848. Some time after his original purchase Politically he is a Reformer , and at present is
be added 100 acres to his holdings, but much of an active member of the township council. He
t he clearing of it, and the payment s, fell upon is an attendant upon the ser vices and supporter
h is sons. There were t hirteen children in t he of the Universalist Church at Olinda, Ont. His
family, but only the following survived infancy: social affiliations are with the Woodmen at RuthMaria, who is now deceased; Elizabeth, Mrs. ven, Foresters at Cottam, and l .O.O.F. at RuthJ ames Taylor; Ann, who died young; Louisa, ven, and be is exceedingly popular in all these
who married Wendel Malott; Matilda, who mar- organizations.
With the exception of three years spent in
r ied first Augustus Dustin and second Geor ge
Cowan ; Thomas, who mar ried Rachael Ilick- the North-West Ter ritory Mr. Upeott has lived
mott; J ane, who married Peter Bruner; and
in County Essex, and has great faith in the fuJ ohn.
ture of this portion of Ontario. While in the
John Upcott, father of Peter, was bor n in
North-West Territory, be was first employed
Colchester, Aug. 28, 1829. Ile was two years on Government surveys, and then on construcold when the family settled on the Talbot Road, t ion work by the Canadian Pacific Railroad Comwhere he was rear ed to manhood. In t ime he pany.
came into possession of the home place, when
In 1889 1\Ir. Upcott was married to Carrie
little of it was cleared, but he worked on it and
Ann Orton, who was born J an. 12, 1869, daugh·
made many improvements. lie died April 20, ter of P r ideaux and Esther (Whittle) Orton,
1875. On Jan. 16, 1849, he mar ried Rebecca of Gosfleld 1 where the iormer was a farmer. :Mr.
and Mrs. Upcott have had the following childr en
Malott, a member of one (}f the old families of
t his locality, and the f amily born to this union
born to them : Mable Floy, Lawrence John, Stanwas as follows: Elizabeth, born J an. 3, 1850, ley P r ideau.'!(, F lorence H azel and Everett Elmarried Alfred Ryall and died at the age of wood, all bright , promisitig young people, the
fifty-one years. Maria married Robert Neville, pride o£ their parents' hearts. The three eldof North Dakota. J ane (deceased) married est attend school. Mr . and Mrs. Upcott are
Raymer Wigle. llcnry, who r esides in 1\•l ichi- very popular a mong their neighbot·s, and he is
gan, married Rachel Motley. Louisa (deceased)
htg'hly esteemed for his business acumen, strict
married William P ulford. Caroline marr ied integrity and excellent management, while perElias Coalthorp, of North Dakota. Peter is sonally l1e makes many f riends by his genial ,
mentioned below. William married Fanny pleasing manner.
Nash, of Mersea, and carries on t he homestead.
Minnie married Ambrose Foster, of Romney
JUST US FRANKFURTH, a well known
township. Richard married H attie Whit tle,
farmer and stoekraiser of Tilbury West, County
and is deceased. Florence married Harry of Essex, was born Jan. 25, 1843, in Hainau,
Whittle, of Bottineau, Nort h Dakota.
Ilessen Cassel, Germany, a son of George and
J ohn Upcott, the father, was a very energetic
Gertrude (Simon) Frankfurth, both of whom
and capable man, and in addition to clearing off were born in the same locality. In 1861 t he
his property and farming owned and operated
parents left t heir home for the Dominion, taka gr ist and saw mill at Cottam, which was after- ing passage in the sailing vessel ''Shakespeare' '
ward burned; he also did considerable ditching.
trom Br~men. After eight long and weary
H is loss was deeply felt in the community.
weeks t hey landed at New York. Their destinaP eter Upcott was born J an. 30, ·1862, on . tion being Canada, they were soon speeding
Lot 260, and received a good common-school edu- across the new country, r eached Buffalo, and
cation. At the age of seventeen years he began
thence journeyed to Belle River , Ont. They
working on the homestead farm, thus continuing located for a short time on Lot 9, Middle Road,
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Rochester township, and then came to Tilbury
West, locating at Comber. Here Mr. Frankfurth,
who was an expert tailor, followed his trade
until the time of his death. He died in 188-1,
at the age of sixty-six years, and was buried in
the Knox Cemetery, in Tilbury W est township.
Mr. Frankfurth was a most worthy man, and
while in Germany was a consistent member of
the Reformed Lutheran Church, identifying himself with the Presbyterian Church in Canada.
In politics he favored the Liberal party. H is
widow, who still survives, at the age of eightythree years, is a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church. The four children of 1\fr. and
::\Irs. Frankfurth were as follows: Christopher,
wno died on his farm in Tilbury West; Justus,
mentioned below; Martha, who married Christian Hosbeck, of Detroit; and Christian, a farmer on the old homestead in Tilbury West.
J ustus Frankfurth received an excellent German education. lie was eighteen years old when
the family came to Canada, and he soon found
employment as a farm band at $8 per month,
his wages later being advanced to $12 per month.
Thus he worked for eight years, and in the
meantime by the closest economy managed .to
save . some of his wages-enough to pay for a
tract of wild land in the township of Tilbury
West, which he industriously cleared and improved. Mr. F rankfnrth has been a hard
worker all his life, but he has much to show for
it, a fine productive form of 100 acres, a commodious and substantial home, and other buildings, and he enjoys the reputation of being one
of the most prosperous farmers of his section.
Probably if anyone should ask Mr. Frankfurth
the recipe for his success, he would feel inclined to say "Lead an honest, temperate and
industrious life."
1\Ir. Frankfurth is a valued member of the
Presbyterian Church. He supports the Liberal party. On Feb. 3, 1876, at Detroit, l\Iichigan, he married Miss Emily Newman, who was
born June 24, 1850, in the Province of Posen,
Germany, a daughter of John and Christian
(Zigler } Newman, of Germany. The father died
in that country F eb. 19, 1877, at the age of sixtytwo years. lie was quite a prominent man in
his neighborhood, being a village clerk and a
magistrate of some importance. I n 1879 the
mother came to Canada with three of her children, residing with Mr. and :Mrs. Frankfurth
for two years, after which she moved to Detroit,
Michigan, where she passed away Sept. 29, 1901,
aged eighty-one years. She and her bus-
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band were both members of the Lutheran
Chnrch. :Mrs. Frankfurth is a most estimable
woman, noted for her good housekeeping and industry, and for her devotion to her husband and
children. She also belongs to the Presbyterian
Church. The following named children have
been born to )[r. and ~Irs. Frankfurth: Elizabeth Christine (who resides in Detroit) ;
~lartha Hermia ; Otto Edwin; John Winfred;
Albert Justus (who died when one year old) and
Louis Gordon.
PATRICK JOSBPII WALSH, a cooper for
H iram Walker & Sons, of Walkerville, is of
It-ish extraction. The first of his family of whom
there is any definite data is his grandfather,
John Walsh, who was born in Ireland, and there
married a l\liss Gorman, a native of that country.
Of their children we have mention of the following: 'l'homas; Daniel, who died in lla,•ana,
Cuba; and J ames, who removed to the States
and died in New York.
Thomas Walsh, the father of our subject,
was born in Ireland, and there married Margaret
IIines, also a native of Ireland. They came to
New York State in 1847, locating in Erie county,
where he followed farming, but in 1853 he sold
his interests and removed to Illinois, and there
died in 1854. His family had remained in Kew
York, waiting until he had founded a new home
for them, and the widow and little ones located
in Buffalo, Kew York, where her death occurred
in 1871. The children in this family were as follows: :Mary, died in England; Ann, died in
Florida; Catherine, widow of Lewis Bonehart,
died in San Francisco; Nora, married J ohn Lee,
of Buffalo, New York ; Bridget, married II ugh
McCast, of Santa Cruz, California; Patrick Joseph is our subject.
Patrick J oseph Walsh was born in Ireland
March 15, 1841, and was only a child when the
family came to the States. When he was thirteen years old he began the battle of life for himself, working on a railroad and in Buffalo for
three years. In 1859 be came to Ontario, locating at Chippawa, where he learned the cooper's
trade, and here he resided until 1866, with the
exception of f our months spent at llamilton.
lie went to Cleveland, Ohio, in 1866, and worked
at his trade, but in February, 1867, he settled
in Walkerville and started to work for Hiram
Walker & Sons, and has continued with that firm,
now enjoying their fun confidence. In 1876 he .
purchased Lot 25, ConceRSion 6, which· he sold
in 1895.
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When Walkerville was incorporated in 1890
Mr. Walsh was made a member of the first council, and he also served in that body in 1899 and
1900. Fraternally he is a member of the A. 0.

u. W. and the C. M. B. A., and is past master in
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the former organization. Religiously he is a member of the Roman Catholic Chm·ch. For a number of years )lr. Walsh has served as school
trustee, and he takes a deep interest in educational matters. Jn 1877, when the first fire
brigade was organized, Mr. Walsh was made
captain, and filled that office four years. For
another four years he was county constable.
Politically he has always been a Conservative.
In 186-1 ~Jr. Walsh was married to Miss Mary
A. )lc.Niff, who was born at Niagara Falls, Ont.,
in 1843, a daughter of James and Ann (!lfc.Niff)
McXiff, natives of Ireland. The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Walsh:
James, William, Ann and Edna, of ·walkervil1e; Xellie, of Cleveland, Ohio, a trained nurse;
Edward, Albert and Frances, deceased; Catherine, who married William Laffra ; Thomas, and
Charles and Lillie, twins. 1\ir. Walsh is justly
recognized as one of the leading men of County
Essex, and he enjoys the confidence and r espect
of a large circle of friends.

guerite (Gafoi) Caddie, farming people of Maidstone. After their marriage :Mr. and Mrs. Damm
settled on a portion of the Damm homestead,
but later he purchased the entire property, and
there still makes his home. Upon it he has erected new buildings, including a handsome frame
barn built in 1900, and a comfortable house.
One son, Noah, was born to 1\Ir. and Mrs. Damm,
Sept. 4, 1863 ; he is now section foreman on
the Canadian Pacific railroad, residing at Elmstead. His wife, Lucy Campeau, a native of
Sandwich East, has borne him eight children:
Annie, Adolphus, Hattie, Beulah, Irene, William,
Edna and Hazel.
In addition to his homestead Mr. Damm
owns sixty-eight acres of excellent farm land,
which he also cultivates. Religiously the entire
family are members of the Catholic Church.
Politically he is a Conservative, and in 1895 he
was elected a member of the council of Maidstone, which office he still holds. He has been
a school trustee for twelve years. Fraternally
he is a member of the order of St. John the Baptist, of 'recumseh. Mr. Damm is a descendant
of one of the early French pioneer families who
nobly assisted in opening up this portion of the
Dominion. He is a man widely known and most
highly esteemed. Public-spirited, enterprising
and prosperous, he wields a powerful influence
for good in his community. Naturally he is
proud of his record as a public servant, for it is
unsmirched and highly creditable to him as a
man and as an officiaL.

J ULIUS DAM.M, a prosperous farmer and
member of the town council of Maidstone,
County of Essex, resides on Lot 6, West Pike
Creek. He was born on his present farm April
19, 1843, son of Lawrence and Frances (Cushway) Damm, pioneers of Maids tone.
Lawrence Damm was born at Montreal, while
HENRY CROW, one of the very successful
his wife was born at Ecorse, Michigan. After farmers of Gosfleld South, County of Essex, iis
their marriage they settled at Maidstone, and a son of Joseph Crow, who was born in London,
cleared np a farm from the bush, making a per- England, but was educated until he was twentymanent home for themselves. There they lived one in Yorkshire. Joseph Crow married Miss
and died, 1\irs. Damm as early as 1852, after Ann Wilcher. lie learned the carpenter's trade,
which Mr. Damm married Madaline Reaume, which he followed for seven years, and then enwho died in January, 1904, aged eighty-three _gaged in a dairy business at Hammersmith,
years. Lawrence Damm died in September, and was thus employed until 1848, when, with
1887, aged seventy-two. Children as follows his family, he set sail for Canada, coming diwere born of his first marriage : Amelia married rectly to Kingsville. He bought the Mark WhaJoseph Gallipoe, of Windsor, and has no chil- ley farm at Olinda, and made it his home for
dren. Josephine, born in M:aidstone, married forty years. The mother died the year after the
Exsor Vasore, of Alpena, ~Iichigan. Julia A. family located in their new home.
married Edwat·d Valdenaire, of Tecumseh, SandI n spite of discouragements which might have
wich East, where she died leaving a family. daunted a less brave man, Joseph Crow comJulius was the only son.
pleted clearing his farm, and erected a substanJulius Damm was reared upon the farm, tial brick house atHl outbuildings. As a farmer
where he assisted in clearing the land. He mar- he was succt!S31'ul. Later he sold his property
ried Misa Eran Caddie, who was born at Maid- and moved to Amherstburg, but still later came
stone, daughter of Baptiste Caddie and Mar- to Kingsville, and died there aged ninety-eight

JULIUS DAMM.
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years. His second marriage was to a widow, 1864, married Jennie Fleming, and they
:Mrs. Cullen, who died at Leamington. lie later reside at Walkerville. William Frederick, born
married Widow Malott. All of his children June 23, 1866, married Minnie ~Ic:\Iahon , anti
were born of his first marriage, anJ they w~1·e: lives at Gosfield North. Ethelmay, born Dec. 29,
One that died in infancy unnamed; Sarah, who 1869, died Oct. 14, 1872. Herbert Wilcher, born
married William Foster, of :Mersca township; April 8, 1872, married Liddie Bess, and their
Elizabeth Shaw, who married William Scratch, children are l\Iary, Zettie and Themley; he opet·of Gosfield South; J ane ~Iargaret, of Kingsville, ates the home farm, being a very thrifty young
who married Michael Wigle; Henry, and Annie, farmer and popular in the neighborhood. Ceciwidow of Michael Dawson, of Detroit, and lia Jane, born Sept. 3, 1874, mard e<l Freu
mother of these children, Bertie, Lucinda, Edna, l\Iacklan, of Gosfield North, and they have two
children, Vilus and Lottie. E rnest Sidney, born
Oliver, Delbert and Siuney.
H enry Cro'v was born in England, Aug. 6, March 4, 1876, died Sept. 28, 1884. Mary Etta,
1836, and was twelve years of age when the fam- born May 26, 1879, married Claud liichman, a
ily came to Canada. He well remembers the farmer on land adjoining our subject's. On
tdp across the ocean, which consumed three Jan. 22, 1904, l\Ir. Crow married his wife's
weeks and three days-unusually short for those sister.
)fr. Crow's home is a very pleasant one, anti
times. From New York to Kingsville required
another two weeks, the trip being made via t he is endeared to him by countless associations.
E rie Canal to Buffalo, and thence by boat to Upon it he and his first wife commenced their
Windsor. Mr. Crow was reared· at Olinda, happy wedded life, and there all of his children
where he attended school; and at the age of were born. Upon this property he grew f rom a
twenty years he began farming the homestead. struggling young farmer into the prosperous
In 1860 his father gave him fifty acres on the business man and retired agriculturist he is toTalbot Road, Lot 259, !\orth, where he has since day, and during all of his operations he never
made his home. He moved into a frame house lost his sense of right dealing with his fellowwhich was first used on his father's farm, and men. IIe is a man whose integrity is unquesmoved it to the new farm. F or twenty years tioned, and one who sets an excellent example
it served as the dwelling place of Mr. Crow and to those coming after him.
h!s family, and then he replaced it with his
present substantial brick house, although be
DAVID I,.~APPAN, a well-1.-nown farmer
keeps the old one standing.
and councilman of Sandwich East, County of
Mr. Crow cleared all of his fifty acres, and Essex, was born Dec. 22, 1851, in Sandwich East,
added to his original farm seventy-seven acres son of Freeman and Olive (Ouellette) Lappan,
more, which he has also cleared. H e no\v bas a and comes of an old pioneer family of the county.
farm of 127 acres, and is one of t he thrifty, enFreeman Lappan was born in August, 1822,
terprising farmers of· this locality, although one in Sandwich East, and his wife was born Aug.
of his sons is managing the property for him 13, 1829, in Sandwich West, daughter of Domiand allowing him to take a well-earned rest. nick Ouellette, and a member of one of the old
This rest is often taken doing a good day's families of t his locality. Freeman Lappan was
work, for it is difficult to forsake the habit of a son of Antoine Lappan, who was born on the
years' standing, and he has always been a hard- River Front in Sandwich East, and his parents
working man. I n politics ~fr. Crow is a Re- came to Detroit from France at an early day.
former, but has never given much attention to Antoine Lappan served in the War of 1812, and
public affairs, his own concerns occupying about be and his three sons, Alexander, Antoine and
all of his time. Fraternally, he is a prominent David, v.rere soldiers of the war in Canada in
member of the Workmen of Kingsville.
1837-38. Antoine Lappan settled and made his
In 1860 Mr. Crow married in Gosfield South, first home in Sandwich East, where he lived unSarah Ann, daughter of John and Sarah J ane til his death. H is log cabin was almost the only
(Sandabach ) Scratch. Mrs. Crow passed away one in the forest for many miles when he setin J uly, 1902, aged sixty-two years. The child- tled there, but with the help of his faithful wife
ren born to them were: Joseph Henry, born F eb. he made a comfortable home. Mrs. Lappan died
6, 1862, married Agnes Parker and r esides at during the cholera epidemic in Canada, but be
Essex, Ont.; his children are Kennie, Maggie survived until 1867, reaching the age of eightyand ~fyrtle. Cyrenius Lyman, born Nov. 26, four years. Six sons and five daughters were
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born to them, as follows: Agitore, born in 1810
(deceased), married a 1\Jr. Genereux, who settled
at Sandwich; Alexander, born in 1812, married
and died in Sandwich East, leaving one daughter; Antoine, born in 1814, married and died in
Sandwich, leaving no family; David, born in
1816, married and settled in Sandwich, where
he was drowned (he left five children, Adolphus, Matilda, Rose, Annie and Olive); Charles
and Rhoda, twins, were born in 1818, and the
former died in Sandwich, leaving children,
Charles, George, Joseph, Josephine (wife of Ferdinand l\leloshe, of Windsor), Edward, and
Thomas (of Sandwich); Rhoda died unmarried;
Freeman was born in 1822; Leone and Ada line,
twins, were born in 1824, and the former, now
the only living son of this old pioneer family,
has children-Antony, Emil, Elizabeth, Ordiel,
Clothilde and Josephine; the latter was t he wife
of Henry Girard, of .Maidstone, where she died,
leaving children-Jerome, Robert, Charles, Noah,
hosaline, Philemon, Elizabeth, Josephine, Maggie, Ellen and Agnes; Marguerite, born in 1826,
married Cesar Minard, of Belle River, Ont., and
they have children, Joseph, Emil, Fred, Albet-t,
Henry, John, Sophia, Edwin and Alexander;
Uelina, born in 1828, married Antoine l'l'larlo, of
Sandwich East, and they have children, Joseph,
Clothilde, Amelia, Alfred, Albert, Emma and
Mary.
Freeman Lappan, father of David, in 1850
married Olive Ouellette, wh<l shared with him all
the hardships of early pioneer life. They lived
on rented farms in Sandwich East until he purchased the present home farm, which was then
all wild land. This be industriously worked to
clear and convert into a comfortable, pleasant
home for himself and family, and here both he
and wife died, his death occurring in August,
1900, and hers in July, 1895. They were both
consistent members of the Catholic Church, and
were among -that .l ittle faithful band which
founded the church in Sandwich. They gave it
liberal support as long as they lived. P olitically
Mr. Lappan was a strong supporter of the Liberal party, although he never aspired to be
one of its leaders. The lives of these worthy
people held many lessons for those ·who follow;
their warm domestic affection, their energy and
perseverance, their close adherence to duty and
their love for the church of their faith exert an
influence which '~'ill work f or good as long as
they are recalled.
Our subject was the oldest in their family of
children wnicb consisted of two sons and three
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daughters, the others being: Miss Rose Delioa,
residing in the homestead; Cecile, born in the
present home, married Joseph Langlois, wh!)
resides in Sandwich East, and they have a family
of five children, namely: Ernest, Olive, Irvic,
Irene and Maggie; Marguerite, born at the present home, is the wife of l\Ioses Dufaux, who is
a farmer of Sandwich South, and they have two
children, Joseph W., and Willie, who was accidentally burned to death at the age of two years;
and Joseph.
David Lappan was educated in the district
schools of Sandwich E ast, and after the death
of his parents took charge of the f arm and became its manager in co.nnection with his brother
Joseph and his eldest sister. Mr. Lappan has
been very prominent in the political affairs of
this portion of the county. He has always been
identified with the Liberals, and has most capably filled almost all of the local offices in Sandwich East. F or eight years he was school trustee, and for seven years bas been councilman
and during 1891-92 he served as deputy reeve
for two years. He is a man of substance and
r eliability, and worthily represents one of the
finest old families of the County of Essex.
JAl\fES E. PURSER, a successful plumber
and tinner o£ Windsor, Ont., is descended from
English ancestry. The first of the family of
whom we have r ecord is James Purser, the
grandfather of our subject, who was born in
England, where he grew to manhood and marl'ied. Emigrating to Canada he came to Ontario,
locating permanently on a farm in Dover township, County of Kent, where he followed farm:ing until his death. Politically he was a Conservative, and religiously was a member of the
Church of England. His children were as follows: Reuben, Moses, Aaron, Gideon, Cora,
James, Anna, Emily ,and Eliza.
Reuben Purser, son <lf James and father o!
James E., was born in England May 17, 1827.
lie was fourteen yeal'S old when his father
moved to Ontario, and on reaching his majority
be engaged with John Davis in a machine shop.
Durin~ his operations he set up, about 1847, the
fh·st sawmill engine ever run in the County of
h.ent. From Mr. Davis' employ Mr. Purser took
charge of a saw and grist mill at Belle River,
where he r emained about eight years, when the
mills were destroyed by fire. M.r. Purser then
r emoved to Windsor, and took charge of the city
fire engine, continuing in this position for about
twenty years. In the engin·e house he had a
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bench whe1·e he made locks and keys when not
otherwise employed, and in this humble way was
. the business now conducted by Mr. James E.
Purser, begun. Succeeding the father wet·e William, now a plumber and tinner, of Vancouver,
B ..C., and J ames E., and the first work that they
did was to make twelve tin wash basins, und our
subject took these and sold them for twenty-five
cents each, and this was his first business transaction. So encouraged were the boys with their
success that they kept on working and the business rapidly increased, the father and two boys
finally forming a partnership which continued
until 1893, when William sold his interest to the
other two, and they remained together until 1900,
when James E. bought out his father and now
conducts the concern alone. From a plant sufficient to produce twelve wash basins at twentyfive cents each, the establishment has increased
until employment is now given to t\,·enty skilled
workmen, and the annual output is valued at
$;)0,000.

After his retirement from the firm Reuben
P urser did little active business, although he was
a member of a Water Commission of Windsor
for sometime, and was filling that position at the
time of his death in July, 1901. Reuben Purser married Selena Aldershaw, a native of England, and they became the parents of the following children: Sarah married J ames Newkirk, of
the County of Kent; William, a plumber and
tinner at Vancouver, B.C.; George, of Windsor;
Rose, who married H enry Meadows; James E.;
Eliza, who died at the age of eighteen; Nellie,
who married George Elliot, of Windsor; and
Clara, who married James Banwell.
James E. Purser was born Oct. 29, 1856, in
the County of Kent, and was only two years old
when his parents came to Windsor. H ere he
grew to manhood, attending the public schools,
and his business career began as above stated.
After his tinning business grew to its present
proportions he added plumbing, and is the
pioneer tinner and plumber of the city. In 1881
Mr. Purser was married to l\Iiss Carrie Frank,
daughter of John Frank, a native of the County
of Es.<Jex, and three children have been born to
this union: Gordon F., who is timekeeper with his
father ; Ralph Clinton, a graduate of the W:indsor Collegiate Institute, class of 1902; Elma, a
student and a member of the class of 1907, Mining Engineering School of Toronto. 1\Ir. and
1\lrs. Purser are both consistent members of the
Methodist Church, and take an active part in
its work. .Politically he is a Conservative, and
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fr·aternally he is a member of the Freemasons,
the I .O.O.F., the K. of P ., and the A.O.U.W.
Since 1879 he has been a member of the Windsor Fire Department, and he has rendered very
valuable service in that capacity. ~lr. Purser is
one of the sound, substantial, wide-awake business men of Windsor, and needless to say !>tands
very high in the confidence of the community.
A. L. BROWN, principal of the Leamington
Business College, and a mao who bas probably
done much as an instructor to revolutionize methods of t eaching, and to place within
the reach of his students a practical knowledge
of business in all its forms, was born in Brownsville, County of Oxford, Ont., Feb. 10, 1880,
son of Rev. George B. and Ida B. (Brown)
Brown. Prof. Brown was one in a family of
four children: Roy L ., a teacher associated with
Prof. Brown; Pearl L., at home; Carl L., at
home, and Prof. Brown.
Rev. George B. Brown was also born at
Brownsville, in 1856, and he was educated at
the Woodstock Baptist College for the ministry.
He bas devoted his life to his sacred calling,
now having charge of the Baptist Church at
Dlenheim. This most excellent man is a Reformer in politics, and a very strong advocate of
the temperance cause to which he has given some
of his best efforts. The father of this eminent
divine was Brinton Pain Brown, who was the
pioneer of the family in the County of Oxford,
locating there at an early day, coming from Genesee County, ?\ew York. H e acquired 1,000 acres
of land, and became very prominent. The mother
of Brinton Pain Brown was a daughter of Edward Pain, the founder of Painsville, Ohio. The
family of Browns was originated in the New
World by P eter Browne, who came over in the
historic ''Mayflower.''
Prof. Brown was reared_ at home, and acquired his excellent education "in the Bro,msville
schools, in the Woodstock Institute, and at Ingersoll Collegiate I nstitute, from which he was
graduated in 1898. Ile then t ook a business
course and began teaching in a business college,
·thus continuing for two years. IIowever, he was
not satisfied with the methods then employed,
and in October, 1900, he purchased the Leam·
ington Business College, and began to put some
of his ideas into practical demonstration. Under
hi~ able management, the school grew with marvelous rapidity, entirely outgrowing its quarters.
On April 9, 1901, Prof. Brown married :\lis.c;
Ethel M. Foster, daughter of J ohn Foster, of
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Bowmanville, County of Durham. In politics he
follows in the footsteps of his father, and is aReformer; and he is an active member of the Baptist Church. Fraternally he is a member of
the A. F. & A. M.; and he is well known
in financial circles, being secretary of the
Board of Trade of Leamington. Prof. Brown
is t reasurer of the Church, superintendent of
the Sunday School, and is a man widely and
favQrably known throughout County Essex.
-Although still so young a man, he has accomplished more than those double his age, and his
future is a very brilliant one.
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JONATHAN HILLIER (deceased); late
one of Mersea 's successful retired farmers and
pioneers, living on Concession 10, was born Sept.
25, 1834, in Somersetshire, England, son of
J ames Hillier, and brother of J ames llillier, of
l\[ersea township. Jonathan Hillier was but a
rear and a half old when he came to America
with his parents, and he could recall but little
of their stay in the State of Ohio. He was reared in the wilds of 1\fersea township, which th~n
abounded with wolves, deer and other native
animals. No roads had yet been cut through
the forests, and neither schools nor churches had
been established in that section. The· whole of
his school term was included in one week of
attendance, after he was sixteen years old. He
learned to read, but derived no other advantage.
His life, until the age of sixteen, was passed
on the farm, working f or his father, until the
latter's death, after which he remained with
his mother. He inherited fifty acres of land
by his father's will, which wa~ part of his land
until his death. He added another fifty acres
of bush land, and to this farm he brought his
wife, and began domestic life in a little log
cal)i.1 of his own make. After a year he sold
his first fifty acres, and continued on the land
which he had inherited, cutting and converting
the timber into potash, for which he found ready
sale at Windsor and Sandwich, a journey to
either place requiring two days. There he
bought all his supplies for home consumption.
After be bad succeeded in clearing up his first
fifty acres, Mr. Hillier added another fifty acres,
and still later added a hundred more. All of
this he put under cultivation. After giving his
son 100 acres, he bought twenty-five acres, which
he gave to a second son. In all Mr. Hillier had
425 acres, owning 300 at the time of his death.
All this large amount of land Wl\l3 accumulated
by Mr. Hillier through his own industry. He

attributed much of his success to his estimable
wife, who bravely did h er part in their days of
struggle. One of the hardships of their early
settlement on this farm, was scarcity of water,
and it fell to l\Irs. Hillier to carry water for
household use a long distance.
In 1884 Mr. Hillier completed a fine dwelling, at a cost of $2,000, and he also built hams
and made other improvements, making his place
very attractive. Mr. Hillier gave much attention to the breeding of Shorthorn Durham cattle, and bad some very fine specimens. The
old log house stands back of its suMessor, and
is a reminder of what he has accomplished, although he was hampered in many ways on account of lack of early advantages. Nevertheless he
not only secured independence in the world, but
obtained the esteem and confidence of his neighbors, and reared a family of which any parent
might well feel proud. On May 7, 1904, Mr.
Hillier passed away, and he is interred in the
Albuna cemetery of Mersea township. His place
is now mr.naged by his three industrious sons,
who are very capably managing the property,
having been reared in habits of industry and in
principles of integrity. They are all respected
members of the community.
On Jan. 4, 1862, Mr. Hillier was 1mited in
marriage with Mary Gi Ibert, on the old homestead in Mersea township. She was born at
Port Burwell, County o.f Elgin, Sept. 29, 1840,
daughter of George G. and Roxanna (Tyrell)
Gilbert, of English extraction, the latter of whom
was a niece of the well-known surveyor, Mablon
Burwell, who made most of the surveys through
the counties of Essex and Kent, and in whose
honor Port Burwell was named. 'fhe parents of
Mrs. Hillier, George G. and Roxanna (Tyrell)
Gilbert, came to the County of Essex in 1860, .
and located in Mersea township, on 100 acres of
partially cleared land, which they had purchased.
After a year they sold out and moved to Wayne
county, Michigan, where they rented a farm
for a few years. Returning to Mersea they
lived retired there until their deaths, his in 1899,
aged eighty-one, and hers in 1884, aged seventy. two, respectively. They were members of the
Baptist Church. Children as follows were born
to them: Mary, widow of. Jonathan Hillier ;
John; Catherine, deceased, who married Barnum
Bullard; Pauline, of Atlanta, Nebraska, who
married William Freland; Delphine, who married Edgar Height, of 1\filan, Michigan. To the
union of Mr. Hillier and Mary Gilbert :five chil-
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dren were born, namely: 1\l ahlon B urwell, named ! or his great uncle, was given 100 acres of
land by his father, and to this he bas added 100
acres more, and he is now engaged in farming
the whole 200 acres; he ma rried Elizabeth
Young, and bad four children, Leonidas, Mary
J ane, Jonathan, Jr., and Andrew (deceased at
the age of five months). Roxanna is the wife of
Oliver Orton, son of Zenas Orton, of Gosfield
towns hip, and has five children, Ruby, Mary,
Laura, Stella and Dorothy E. Albert, George
A. and Adolphus are all at home operating the
farm .
}Jr. Hillier was always a stanch Conservative, a nd was a great admirer of the late
Sir J ohn Macdonald, and a supporter of his
able administration. All of the family are
pleasant people to meet , frank and friendly,
generous and hospitable. Surrounded by all
that makes life comfortable in a material way,
and the center of an affectionate family circle,
and possessing many friends on every side, Mr.
Hillier enjoyed with his wife their beautiful
home, at peace with God and man. Although not
bound by any religious creed, the Golden Rule
in its widest acceptance has been the l aw of the
household.
JAl\IES BARNETT is a prosperous and ambitious farmer who has developed a fine farm in
a portion of the township of Gosfield South,
County of E ssex, which but a f ew years ago was
covered with a dense forest. H e is of English
birth and ancestry, being a grandson of John
.Barnett, of Grectham, Hampshire, England,
where the family had lived for generations.
The father of 1\Tr. Barnett, Edward Barnett
( a brother of J ohn Barnett, who in 1849 settled
in this township), wns born in H ampshire, England, where he grew to manhood. lie married
in Somersetshire, 1\fartha Maine, and after six.
years of wedded life was drow11cd, while heroically endeavoring to rescue a small boy. lie was
then only twenty-nine years of age. Some years
later his widow married a George Langley. The
family consisted of: James; John, now a Cust oms officer stationed at Windsor, who came to
Gosfield South in 1866; Charles, who came out
at the same time, and lived in Oosfield South
( be died leaving three sons and t wo daughters);
Mary Ann, who married Joseph F ord, of Detroit; and Arthur, a half-brother, now living in
Vancouver, B .C. The two last mentioned children came with the mother in 1873.
J ames B arnett was born in Somersetshir e,
28

~33

England, March 25, 1 -t:J. .As a Slllall Loy be
availed himself of the advantn~··s ofi\~red b~· the
p ublic schooLc;, although he b<'gnn work at the
early age of eleven years. .As he was the elde1.t
of t he family he was obliged t o assist his mother,
and commenced by working at garJening. L ater
he was employed in the mines, anJ being of a
mechan ical turn of mind learned t>ngineering
and took up engine driving, continuing a t that
until he decided to come to America. In 1Si 0
he took a steamer for Xew York, and came dir ectly to Gosficld South, County of Es.<;e:<,
whither his t wo brothers pr eceded him by some
four years. I n 1872 he bought fifty acres of
wild land in Lot 6, Conces.c;ion 5, and built a
hewed log house. For a t ime he <'nga~ed in
working f or neighboring farmers, de\'oting his
spare time t o clearing off his land. and in that
way earned extra money. H e settled upon his
property at the time of his marriage, and now
has the land all cleared and in a high state of
cultivation, all of it being under-drained. In
addition to his original purchase he bought forty
acres in Lot 7, half of which he has cleared. The
family occupied t he primitive log house for some
twenty-two years, when ~Ir. Barnett re-modeled
and enlarged it. Every improvement upon the
place has been made by him, and all the buildings sltow the trade marks of ~ood management.
I n addition to farming 1\fr. Barnett took up contract ditching, engaging '·ery successfully in t hat
line for fifteen years.
In 1885 l\fr. Barnett ma!'l'icd Sarah Annie
Aikens, a native of Clinton, County Huron.
Ont., and to their union have been born: )Jartha
Gertrude, at home: E dward Wi11iam, at home;
Wilbur ChRrlt>S, who died in infancy; and L illian Sophin, the youngest, born in 1900.
:\Tr. Bamett is a Conservative in his politi.
cal views, and has servc•d two t erms as trustee
of the home school. lie comes of a family
closely identified with the En~lish Church, and
has 1\lways adhered to the faith of that body.
I n 1899 he donated a tract of land in t he southeast part of his property for church purpost>s,
upon which an English church has be<'n <'reeled.
Mr. Barnett is very justly regarded as one of the
representative m en of the township, and he enjoys in marked degree the confidence and esteem
of his fellow townsmen.
J AMES 1\TcF.WA~. ser\'in!! ns Crif"r of the
Court of County E ssex and IInmnne Officrr of
Windsor, is descended from one of the t>arl~·
families of the county. The )JcEwnns are of
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torical collection to which many residents of the
city could contribute.
JOH N F. RUSTO~. The best interests of
t he County of Essex are in the bands of men
whose names· are associated with the dev~lop
ment and progress of this section of Ontario,
and among them may be mentioned with great
propriety that of John F. Ruston, who was born
in ~faidstone t ownship, on the Middle Road, this
county, Dec. 31, 1838, son of Richard and Ann
(Stokes) Ruston. H e was one in a family of
thirteen children, six of whom survive: .Abraham B., now in North Dakota; ~Iary .A., who
married William Wilcox, of South Woodslee;
Elizabeth, wl1o married J ohn Robson, of Maidstone; Susanna, who married Seymour Thomas,
of Maidstone; Emily, who married John G. llilborn, of Manitoba; and John F.
Richard Ruston was born in Lincolnshire,
England, :May 5, 1805, son of Thomas Ruston, a
farmer, and there he · was reared, learning the
trade of brick and stone mason. In 1834, seeking to better his fortunes, be emigrated to America, and for two years was located in the lead
mines of Wisconsin, engaged in building furnaces. Fortunately for him wages were good,
for he had reached New York with but a British
shilling in his pocket, and in the two years he
spent in Wisconsin he saved five hundred dollars. Not f eeling in sympathy with the rough
element which prevailed at the mines, Mr. Ruston decided to remove to the D ominion and become a farmer. When he reached North Ridge
he met John Murray, and hearing from the
latter such favorable descriptions of t he land on
the :Middle Road, where he lived, Ur. Ruston
came to Maidstone township, and entered 100
acres of the Col. Talbot grant, in Lot 17, Maidstone township, upon which he built a log shanty
in the midst of the bush, with plenty of wolves
and bears for near neighbors. He cleared this
farm, and resided upon it until within a dozen
years of his death, which occurred Dec. 28, 1891,
when he was eighty-six years of age. Leaving the
farm he bad located in South Woodslee, where
his death took place. In politics he was independent, and served as a member of the first Board
of Councilmen of 1\faidstone, continuing on that
Board for. a number of years. He was a member
of the Church of England early in life, b ut later
on became a Methodist.
Ann Stokes Ruston, mother of our subject,
was born in London, England, Dec. 21, 1816,
daughter of John and E lizabeth (Goldecutt)
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Stokes, and in 1833 she came with her parents
to Ontario, locating in Sandwich South, where
the father took up 100 acres of land, and his son
John P. took up another 100 acres adjoining.
John Stokes and his son John F. were butchers
by trade and preceded the family to the new
land some months. Until they were joined in
~ew York City by the wife and daughters and a
son Jefferson, the two worked at their trade. The
mother of our subject died Jan. 5th, 1899.
John F. Ruston was reared at home, and acquired a limited education in the district schools,
and later he secured a more extensive knowledge
of men and events by self-education.
In July, 1862, 1\ir. Ruston purchased ninetyfive acres in the south part of Lot 3, to,vnship
of Rochester, where he removed the following
September, and has since then made it his home.
F or six months he lived alone, and then, on
1\farch 4, 1863, he married Sarah J. Leak, of the
County of Oxford, daughter of John L eak, a
prominent farmer of Oxford, and a native of
Yorkshire, England.
To them nine children
have been born, eight of whom survive: George
R., of :Maidstone; Abraham R., of l\faidstone;
Emily, deceased; John P., Jr., of Rochester;
Walter W., at home; Ellen A., at home; Thomas
Fletcher, at home; Sarah G., at home; and William L., at home. On June 23, 1900, 1\frs. Ruston passed away, and Mr. Ruston 's daughters
keep house for him, and endeavor to fill their
mother's place, being s\veet, devoted young
ladies.
In connection with his farming :Mr. Ruston
manufactured cheese for five years, and for the
past twenty-two years has owned and operated a
sawmill in Woodslee, and since 1887, he and his
sons have owned and operated a threshing
machine. Richard Ruston, father of John F.
Ruston, owned and operated the first cylinder
threshing machine ever operated on the 1\fiddle
road. Prior to this all the grain was threshed
either by flail or by the old F rench roller process,
which bad a capacity of eighteen bushels per
day, provided t hose operating it worked very
hard. When our subject was eighteen he and his
father built a clover huller, which was the first
ever used in this section of country.
I n politics :Mr. Ruston is a Reformer, but he
has never desired office, although for many years
he has been a director in either the t ownship or
county agricultural societies, and the greater
portion of the time has been a director in both.
He is now secretary and treasurer of the school
board, and has always t.aken a deep interest in
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educational matters. I n religious affairs be is a
Methodist, and for many years was a member of
the church board. He is enterprising, charitable, and kind-hearted, an excellent business
man, a liberal supporter of public institutions,
and a man who holds the confidence and respect
of all who know him.
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ERNEST G. SWI FT, formerly manager of
the Pharmaceutical Laboratories of Parke, Davis
& Co., at Walkerville, Ont., where he lived for
a number of years, is now a resident of Detroit,
and general manager of the vast business of
Parke, Davis & Co., the greatest establishment of
its kind in the world.
1\Ir. Swift is of English extraction, his grandfather, George Swift, who established the family
in Canada, having been born in England in
1785. The latter married Naomi Dawson, who
was born in 1786, and, in 1829, came, with his
wife, to Canada, locating at Rawdon, Quebec,
a point about fifty miles north of Montreal.
There he engaged in farming, and resided until
his death, which occurred Oct. 28, 1854. His
wife survived him several years, her death occurring Dec. 17, 1872. To this worthy couple
came the following ehildren: Sarah, born Jan. 3,
1816; James, Jan. 3, 1819 ; Dean, April 1, 1821;
Anna, June 21, 1823, who married John Mason;
1\Iaria, Oct. 25, 1825; and Thomas, Oct. 25, 1828.
Thomas Swift, father of Ernest G., was a
very young child when his parents moved to
Cnnada. On attaining his majority he married
Alice Sadler, daughter of Rev. M. Sadler, who
was born l\!arch 28, 1837, and who died Aug. 11,
1892. Latterly he resided at St. Lambert, Quebec, where he died April 3, 1904. Though formerly he and his parents were mt-mbers of the
Church of England, he became affiliated with
the Methodist Church at Rawdon, of which his
wife was also a member. I n political affairs he
was independent of party allegiance. The children of this union were ten in number, as follows : (1) Sophia N. E., who \vas born April 9
1857, married Robert Greene, of London, Ont:
They are the parents of five children: William
Ernest, born April 9, 1878; Alice Florence,
bor n March 21, 1881 (she is the wife of William
Thompson Brown MacDonald, son of Donald and
Eliza McFadden MacDonald, and has one child
Alice Sadler Ruth); Mabel Rebecca, born Dec.
1883; Esther Augusta, born Jan. 21, 1887; KenDl'th Clement, born June 28, 1896. (2) Fidelia
Florence Mar~a, born April 11, 1859, died Sept.

2:

5, 1895; she became the wife of H iram A. Moulton, of Monb·eal, and had one son, Vincent Clark,
born l\Iay 13, 1893. (3) Ernest G., the subject
of the present narrative, was born Feb. 14, 1861.
( 4) George W., born Nov. 25, 1863, is a silk dyer
and lives at Northampton, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
He married Lydia 'l'hompson, daughter of William Thompson and Winnifred Burrett, and to
them three children were born: Ernest Albet·t,
~~arch 21, 1887 ; Winnie Alice, April 12, 1889 ;
S1dney Iliram, Jan. 9, 1892. (5) Augusta M.A.,
born Oct. 12, 1865, married Walter Bradford l'esides at Granby, Quebec, and has had three ~hil
dren: Kenneth Clifford, born Dec. 21, 1886 (died
Aug. 8, 1887); Walter Russell, born Aug. 13,
1893; and Florence Evangeline, born Feb. 5,
1898. (6) Dean Sidney Kent, born March 20,
1867, married Lizzie Atwell, daughter of William
Atwell and Hannah Hendershot, of Chatham.
He is a member of the firm of Greene, Swift &
Co., wholesale clothiers, of London, Ont. (7)
Edmund 0. S., born 1\fay 3, 1869, is in the insurance business at Sherbrooke, Quebec. He married Helen Stuart Dyer, daughter of J ames Dyer
and Helen Nash, of Montreal, and they have
four children: Alice B., born Oct. 5, 1896; Robert D., born Nov. 4, 1898; H elen G., born Dec.
23, 1900; and Walter, born Feb. 12, 1903. (8)
J ohn James, manager of the Montreal branch of
the bouse of :!;Iarke, Davis & Co., was born June
20; 1873. lie married Jean Reid Simpson,
daughter of Thomas R eid Simpson and Georgina L. Burn, of Montreal, and they have one
child, Ernest Clifford, who was born Dec. 15,
1903. (9) Laura is deceased. (10) Thomas Alfred, who was born Aug. 29, 1879, is a licentiate
of pharmacy in Quebec, having graduated from
the Montreal College of Pharmacy in 1900; he
is also a student in medicine at Bishop's College.
Ernest G. Swift was born in Rawdon, Quebec, Feb. 14, 1861. His literary education was
acquired in the public schools of his native place.
In 1877 he entered the Montreal College of Pharmacy, and was graduated from that institution
in 1881, prior to which he was for a time with
Lymans, Clare & Co., of Montreal, later Lymans'
So~s & Co., of the same place, continuing with
them for a short time after 1881. I n 1883 he
went to Detroit, entered the employ of Parke,
Da.vis & Co., and remained there until 1892
when he settled in Walkerville in order to tt~l<~
charge of the Parke, Davis interests at that
place. While in that position Mr. Swift hatl
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charge of 160 employees, his branch of the concern manufacturing all lines of goods known to
pharmacists. After settling· in Walkerville he
became prominent in politics, was a member of
the Conservative party, and from 1895 to 1901
was a member of the council. In 1901 he was
elected mayor of the town, by acclamation, and
was re-elected in 1902 and 1903 in the same manner, his record as a public official being one of
which he may well be proud.
In 1897 Mr. Swift married Miss Alice Cope,
daughter of Philip and Catherine (Seaman)
Cope, and three children have been born to them :
Herbert D., born Dec. 29, 1898; Clarence B.,
born l\1ay 10, 1890; and LeRoy E., born June
18, 1897. Mr. and Mrs. Swift attend the Church
of England, of which Mrs. Swift is a member,
and both are very active in the good work of
that denomination. :Mr. Swift is a member of
the Masonic fraternity, a Knight Templar, a
member of the Scottish Rite, and a Noble of the
Mystic Shrine.
In November, 1903, the death of the general
manager of the corporation of Parke, Davis &
Co. created an important vacancy, which was
filled in December of the same year by the election of :Mr. Swift to that position by the board
of directors. '!'hat the appointment is a wise one
is universally conceded by all who are in a position to know whereof they speak. From an industrial viewpoint the position is the highest in
the gift of the American drug trade, according
to a leading pharmaceutical periodical, which
further said: "It involves a greater degree of
responsibility and authority, demands a larger
grasp of affairs, and calls for a higher type of
commercial leadership than any other post which
so far bas been developed in the modern organization of the trade. The capacities of the industrial gen~ral are needed here as they are nowhere else. Laboratories in Detroit, Canada and
England; branches in a dozen American cities;
others in I ndia, Australia, Rnssia, London and
Montreal; a small army of 275 traveling salesmen; a large corps of scientific specialists, twenty-five hundred employees of all kinds; a capitalization of four millions of dollars-these facts
indicate the size, variety and world-wide nature
of the interests Mr. Swift is called upon to grasp
and carry forward to a continued growth and
development. That be will succeed is abundantly proven by the history of his career. The
past affords the only reliable indication of the
future; and Mr . Swift's record shows ·him to be
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a man of strength, of capacity, and of character."
JBPTHA VAN KLEECK, a wealthy retired
farmer of Leamington, County of Essex, and a
man who bas borne an important part in the history of the county, was born in Madoc, County
of Hastings, Ont., May 13, 1851, son of William
and Julia Ann (Bradshaw) VanKleeck.
In the paternal line Mr. Van Klceck is of
Ilolland-Dutch origin. His great-grandfather,
the first of the family to come to Am~rica, settled in Dutchess County, New York, but as he
was an extreme Loyalist during the War of the
Revolution, he was driven out of New York, his
family subsequently following him. He located
at Van Kleeck's Hill, near Ottawa, to which he
gave his name, and there it is supposed that he
died.
Simeon Van Kleeek, his son, was born, it is
supposed, in New York, and came to Van
Kleeck's Hill, whence he removed to Madoc township, County of Hastings, when that county was
still a forest. F or days at a time he never saw a
white man. There he cleared up about 600 acres
of land, and spent the remainder of his life, dying at the age of ninety-eight years, Oct. 9, 1865.
He served as an ensign in the battalion of militia
in the Circle of St. J ohn, and as lieutenant in
the First Regiment of Prescott militia. Having
been a resident of Madoc for forty-one years, he
was at the time of his death one of the oldest pioneers of the county. In his ninety-eighth year
he walked seven miles to attend a public meeting. In politics he was noted for his strong Conservative principles, he having chosen that party
when a young man. lie was well and favorably
known throughout the county, and his kindness
of heart won for him many friends.
1\Ir. Simeon Van Kleeck was twice married,
his first wife having been a :Miss LeRoy, and to
them were born children as follows: Barnabas,
who died in 1902, aged ninety-nine years; Robert, who settled in Monroe County, Michigan, after the War of 1812, some of his family still residing in that State, among whom is a prominent
attorney; James ; Peter; John; Maria, supposed
to be still living at VanKleeck's Rill; Jeremiah,
who served in the 26th Battery, New York
Volunteers, being among the' first to enlist, and
who died Sept. 23, 1863, in the hospital at New
Orleans, Louisiana, while in the service. The
second wife of Simeon Van Kleeck was Annie
Bond, and the children born to this marriage
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were: William; llarriet, who married Isaac Delyea; and Edwin, all deceased.
William Van Kleeck was born at Van
Kleeck's Ilill, Sept. 11, 1820, and came to Madoc
when about four years old.
There he grew to
manhood, residing on the homestead farm, engaged in agricultural pursuits until about 1870,
when he moved to Thurlow township, same county. Eight years later he sold his farm, and removed to the township of Wallace, County of
P erth, and there he purchased the old Tudhope
farm, on which he spent t he remainder of his
life, dying July 30, 1894. He was a Conservative
in politics, and a Methodist in religious belief.
William Van Kleeck was married in Madoc,
J an. 2, 1849, by the Rev. Joseph Reynolds, to
Julia Ann Bradshaw, daughter of Jeptha Bradshaw. The children born to them were: Elizabeth, born Nov. 12, 1849, died April 1, 1850;
Jeptha, born May 13, 1851; Annie, born Aug.
27, 1855, married John H. McDonald, Sept. 19,
1876, and resides at Listowel, Ont.; Phoebe Alice,
born Dec. 29, 1864, died Jan. 19, 1865; Lily 1\fay,
born Feb. 16, 1867, died Nov. 27, 1869. An
adopted son, Wilbur, was born Oct. 12, 1863.
.Mrs. Van Kleeck died Nov. 21, 1886, and her remains are interred with those of her husband in
Listowel cemetery.
J eptha Van Kleeck acquired a common school
education in the public schools of Madoc township, and from boyhood until 1891, his entire
t ime was devoted to farming. Until1870 he re·
sided upon the homestead, but in that year be removed to Thurlow, where his father purchased
the old P. R. Palmer farm, and resided eight
years. I n 1888 he r emoved to Wallace, and
there they bought a farm on which Mr. Van
Kleeck lived until 1891. In 1890 he sold that
farm, and in 1891 bought two and one-half acres
on Erie street, Leamington, where he erected his
present comfortable home, in which he lives free
from care and annoyance, surrounded by the
comforts provided by ample means.
Fraternally he is a member of Listen Lodge,
No. 160, I .O.O.F.; Court Wallace, No. 96, Canadian Order of Foresters, of which he is a charter
member. I n polities he is a stanch Conservative.
Both he and his wife are very active members of
the Methodist Church, and take an active part in
its good work.
On Jan. 10, 1883, Mr. VanKleeck was mar.
ried at Thurlow by Rev. H. I . Allen, to Martha
.Matilda (Wells) Van Kleeck, born Aug. 15,
1853, in Thurlow, daughter of William and Eliza
(Sills) Wells, both natives of Canada, and Mr.

Wells still survives, but Mrs. Wells died Stopt.
11, 1884. No children have been born to Mr. ancl
Mrs. Van Kleeck.
Mr. Wells was a resident of Thurlow for over
fifty years, was a harnessmaker by trade, but for
forty years was an apiarist. Both he and :Mrs.
Wells were Methodists, and brought up their
children in that faith. Their children were as
follows: Clarissa Ann, wife of James II. Saulsbury, resides at Huntingdon, Ont.; Mrs. Van
Kleeck; Annetta, who married George Caverley,
and resides in Sidney township, County of Hastings.
?!Ir. Van Kleeck is a man of sound principle
and uns,verving honesty of intent and action.
During his long and useful life he has endeavored to do what he believed \\'As his full duty toward his. neighbor and h is family, and can now
rejoice in having a wide circle of warm personal
friends whom he has endeared to him by his
many acts of Christian kindness and humane
charity. While he believes in each one endeavoring to make the best of his lot in life, Mr. Van
Kleeck is aJways willing to assist in the work,
and much of his kindness is kno,vn only to himself and the person benefited. . His standing in
the church and community is high, and the example he sets to the coming generation is one
which may well be followed, for it results in honorable old age, and a life which leaves pleasant
memories.
JOSEPH N. LOVELL, JR., a passenger conductor on the Wabash railroad, and a veteran of
the United States Civil War, and the founder of
the first Grand Army post in Ontario, is an Am·
er ican by birth. The Lovell family is of English extraction, but for several generations it has
made its home in t he western world.
The nrst Lovell t o come to American shores
arrived in the historic "Mayflower." Joseph
Lovell, the great-grandfather of our subject, was
born in New J ersey, and served in the Revolutionary War, afterward returning to his native
State where he died. His. son, Jacob Lovell, was
born in 1798, in New Jersey, and lived to the
age of ninety-seven years. As a contrast to our
subject, who has spent so many years of his life
on the rails, it is said that his grandfather could
never be induced to try such transportation, in·
sisting on walking the distance of eight miles to
visit his daughter, making the trip one week before his death. I n early life he was a tailor, and
dnring his 'later years lived upon a comfortable
competency. His children were: John B.; Jacob,
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wh•> has been in the postoffice service for the past
forty years; Peter R., a prominent ~Jason, who
has for years been engaged in a large milling
bnsines.<; at .i\Iichigan Center, neat• J ackson,
Michigan; Joseph N., father of our subject; and
one daughter.
Joseph~. Lo,·ell, the elder, was born ~Iay 22,
1819, in 1ew ,Jersey. In his earlier ycur·s he was
an expert patternmaker and a millwright, but
in 1852 he settled at Jackson, l\lichigan, where
he lived for some time, and since 1892 has resided at Gt·and Rapids, :\li.chigan. lie marl'ietl
~lary H ufi, born in 1829, in New Jersey, daughter of Daniel Iluff. She died in 1880, the mother
of tl1e following children: William R., foreman
in a paint shop with the Michigan Central railroad, at J acl<son, Michigan i Anna Elizabeth, deceased· wife of George Shiverton; John D., an
ornamental plasterer at Jackson, :Michigan;
Laura Adaline, who died at the age of four
·
years; and Joseph N., Jr.
Joseph N. Lovell, Jr., was bom July 6, 1847,
in New Jersey, and was only seventeen years old
when he enlisted in Company D., 2nd Battalion,
19th United Stat<'s Regulars, and was discharged
at the expiration of h is term of set·vice, June 23,
1867, at Little Rock, Arkansas. In the following
August he began railroading as fireman,. with the
Michigan Central railroad, but was soon given
an engine. He remained with that road until
1872, in ~Tay of that year coming to Canada as
an employe of the Great Western. From July
23, 1867, until 1902, Mr. Lovell was off the
road but six weeks, and that was in 1891, when
he was in a hospital in Toronto undergoing a
surgical operation. During the thirty-five years
he has spent on the road, he bas covered millions
of miles, and during this time has been in
all kinds of trains and in all positions
of the railroad.
There is nothing connected with railroad work that be does not understand, and he is not only one of the most capable, but also one of the most trusted employes.
As stated above, Mr. Lovell was the organizer
of the first post of the Grand Army of the Re·
public in Ontario. It is known as the Col. W.
W . Cook Post, No. 472, of Hamilton, and was
organized Feb. 6, 1891, with Mr. Lovell as commander. The first memorial services were held
on May 30 of that year. CoL Cook, in whose
honor the post was named, was with Gen. Custer,
and perished with that gallant band on the Little
B ig Horn. 1\[r. Lovell has since organized the
J ames K. Knowlton Post at Toronto, and the
H annibal IIamlin P ost at London, Ont. During
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his service in the Civil War, )[r. Lovell was delegated in 1866, as a nurse at Little Rock, Arkansas, anti ll. A. Ledyard, now president of the
~Iichigan Central r ailroad, was the adjutant of
his company. 1\Ir. Lovell is a United States pensioner.
In 1870 )fr. Lovell was married to Armina
Sage, daughter of the late JJuther Sage, of Hastings, and a granddaughter of William Luther
and P hifliera (Wadsworth) Sage, the latter a
daughter of Col. Wadsworth who hid the Connecticut charter in the famous Charter Oak, at
Jlartfot·d. Mrs. Lovell was born at H astings,
)Jichigan, June 6, 18!9. The children born to
this union are three in number, viz.: Arthur R.,
an artist; Ernest, a machinist with tl1e Grand
Trunk railroad; and Bertha May, at home. The
family attend the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally Mr. Lovell belongs to the Masons, and is of
the Royal Arch degree; to the I .O.O.F.; and the
Order of Railroad Conductors.
A'l'KI~SON WIGLE, one of the successful
liverymen of Kingsville, and one of the leading
men of h is locality, is a son of Theodore Wigle,
who served for many years as township and
county official.
Theodore Wigle, the tenth child of Wendel
and Susanna (Scratch) Wigle, was born June
16, 1821, on Lot 10, 3d Concession, the present
Horatio Wigle farm, and was but two years old
when the family moved to Cedar Creek, where he
grew to manhood. After marriage be resided
for a time on the lake front, and in 1859 built his
large brick house and moved to the north end of
the farm, which he bad inherited. lie did the
greater part of the clearing on that place, and
was a lifetime farmer, though he had many
other i nterests. Until1881 he occupied the brick
house he built, in that year erecting the f ram&
bouse in which his son Nelson now lives, and
''"here his death occurred Feb. 8, 1901. His belief in the future of County Essex was well
founded, and he lived up to i t by buying extensively not only in Gostield South, but in Colchester and Gosfield North, and his purchas<'S proved
most successful. At the age of sixteen years he
served in the militia, and in the Rebellion of
1837-38 he was aid to Capt. Malott. In 1850 the
first to'vnship council was held. to which Mr.
Wigle 'vas elected a member, and he serTed one
year. Again being elected a member of the connoil, he served five consecntive terms, and in 1860
became deputy r eeve, which office he held for five
years. Then he was elected reevE', and continued
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in that office for nine years, the last year being
county warden. Upon his retirement from office
the members of the council presented him with a
testimonial certificate for his long and efficient
service in behalf of the township and county.
The first re-union of old families of Gosfield,
which took place Sept. 24, 1872, was an outdoor
affair, being helu in the maple grove belonging
to 'rheodore Wigle, Esq. Some eighteen relatives from southern Ohio, and 800 home relatives
were present, and it was a gathering long to be
remembered.
In his religious belief ~It-. Wigle was a Methooist, and at the building of the Wesley Meth-odist Church he was the largest individual contributor. H is first marriage was t o Bat·bara Ann
l\IcKenzie, who was born in 1827, and died Aug.
5, 1869. To this union were born: Sabina, wife
of Edwin Sandison, of Los Angeles, California ;
'.Alwilda, who became the wife of James .1\Ierritt,
,of Cottam, and died in 1902, aged fifty years;
.Alexander, of Kingsville, who married Elizabeth
·nunn; Hulda, who died at t he age of seventeen
-years; N'elson C., married to Mary Wright (he
:has the homestead place) ; Atkinson; Eugenia,
who died at the age of thirteen years; W endel, a
farmer of Gosfield South, married to Bertha
Clifford ; and Ada, wife of H arry Bisbing, of
Wallaceburg.
'fhe second wife of Theodore
Wigle was :Margaret Kennedy, and his third wife
was Rosamond Baker.
Atkinson W igle was born on the lake front,
Lot 11, May 23, 1857, in Gosfield South, County
of Essex, and was a child when the family moved
to the section road. lie attended the home school,
and at the age of twenty-one years began farming Lot 14, a property given him by his mother,
consisting of 125 acres. This place was partly
improved, and het·e he carried on farmin g until
1884, when he rented the place and moved to
Windsor, and for a period of seven years was in
the employ of his father-in-law, Sheriff J. · C.
Iler. He afterward returned to the farm, making his home .there until October, 1901, when he
located at King-sville and opened a livery barn,
and .has given his attention since then to the development of a large livery business, H is stables
are well equipped, and he has a full line of the
latest vehicles of all kinds; his horses are excel-·
lent and his drivers reliable. In addition to his
farm in Gosfielrl South :Mr. Wi~le owns 100 acres
in TJot 3. Conces.<;ion 6, Gosfield North, which is
partly cleared. At present :Mr. Wigle bas two
of the fastest nacers in the county, his favorite
being Golden Tex, with a record of 2.241,4. Be-

fore leaving his farm he bred some very fine
hors!'s, now scattered over t he world. 'rhe first
fast horse he raised took second prize at the
Glasgow horse show, in Scotland.
Like his father, 1\It·. W igle bas · always
espoused the principles of the Conservative pat··
ty. H e is a member of the Foresters at Kingsville, and is a member and liberal supporter of
the Methodist Church.
~Ir. Wigle was married in 1878 to J osephine
Louisa, second daughter of Sheriff J. C. Iler, and
to this union have come children as follows:
Barbara Adeline, bom Jan. 5, 1880; Roland,
born April 8, 1882, who is employed in Chicago ;
J ohn C., born F eb. 14, 1884; .Allen, born Dt:>c.
15, 1886; and Llewellyn, born March 29, 1895.
J\fr. W igle is a very prominent man in busines~
circles, and his family ar e leaders socially: Like
all the family he is a man of integrity and upr ightness of living, and his success is well merited.
JOHN R. GOODCHILD, one of t he prominent citizens and self-made men of 'Malden township, County of Essex, is a descendant of one of
the historic French families who were driven
from t heir native land t hrough r eligious persecution, and found in France a toleration and a
home not accorded them in their native England.
'fhey became identified with French interests and
many members of the Goodchild family married
and remained permanently in that land. The
ancestor of our subject who left England and
located in !<"ranee settled on the river Rhine,
which has become a possession of Germany, and
there J ohn Goodchild, his son, was born. In
young manhood the latter entered the military
service, and he was one of the marines of
Bondy's fleet when it came to 9anada, when Quebec was taken. He took part in the battle of Quebec when those brave officers, '\Volfe and Montcalm, were killed. When the war ended he decided to remain in Canada, realizing that the
land possessed great value and attractiveness and
was well suited to become thehome of a weary
soldier. lie first settled on the Grand Mere, in
Sandwich West, but later moved to Colchester.
John Goodchild, father of John R. Goodchild,
was born in France, and was r eared in Sandwich
and Colchester, \Vhere he was engaged all his lifo
in farming. H e was a really r emarkable man,
being in the possession of all his faculties at his
death, which occurred in 1899, at the age of
eighty-eight years, nine months, seven days. In
Colchester South he ma.r.ried Mary Hutchins,
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daughter of William Ilutchius, born in Colches- traded it for other pt-operty. Considering the
ter where her life was spent, and where she died fact that our subject started out in life with
at the age of eighty-three years. Children as fol- neither means nor education, and only the friends
lows were born to these estimable people: John his frank, cheery nature brought him, his sucH. is mentioned below; William is a resident of cess, though he is but a little beyond middle life,
Ute Point, in l\Ialden township; Charles died in stands as a testimonia l to characteristics whidh
1\lalden; l!'rancis also lives at the P oint, with his mark a man of ability and enterprise.
On April 4, 1865, ::\Ir. Goodchild married
brother William; Ellen (deceased) married
James ) {aycock, of Mersea township, Concession Mary Jane Caldwell, a native of County Sligo,
8; Hannah married Robert Lipps, of Colchester; Ireland, and to this union have' been born seven
Thomas lives near the Point, in Malden; Henry children, as follows: William, who has a fine
lives on Knapp's Island; and Alvira married farm which his father purchased, on the Pike,
married Dessie Rcneaud, and has three children,
Robert Sawyers, of Amherstburg.
John R. Goodchild was born Sept. 20, 1832, in Edith Cathalinc, Waltet• J. and John W. Ellen
Colchester. Those who now know Mr. Goodchild died at the age of six years. Robert, who lives
intimately may be surprised to learn that he near his father, cat·ryiog on the home farm with
never had six months of schooling in his life. his brother James, married Jane Fox, and has
From the age of sixteen he has depended entirely two children, Ross and :Mabel. James is on the
upon his own resources, and in every sense of the home farm. Annie, who is the widow of Daniel
word is a self-made man. lie worked on farms Knapp, has bad three children, Ivan, Tbema T.
in the vicinity of his home and then became a and Lorinda B., the latter deceased. Mr. Knapp
sailor, qualifying as an engineer, receiving was killed in June, 1903, by a dynamite explopapers which entitled him to operate an engine sion, while working in Buffalo, Xew York. Louis
on all the lakes. During the succeeding ten years is a marine engineer. 1\Iary, who is the wife of
he continued to sail the lakes, the years between Henry H amilton, of Amherstburg, has two chil1860 to 1865 returning him the largest wages. dren, John C. D. and IT. Lester.
Mr. Goodchild also engaged extensively in the
Politically u!r. Goodchild is a Tory, but refishing business, probably giving seventeen years serves to himself tl1e right to vote independently
to same, and it proved very prosperous.
when his judgment so dictates. Fraternally be
For a period of thirteen years after his is an Orangeman, and one of the most energetic
marriage 'Mr. Goodchild lived on the Parson El- members of the order.
liott farm, in Colchester South, but twenty-three
)Irs. Mary J. (Caldwell) Goodchild was born
years ago he bought his present farm of 115 in County Sligo, Ireland, June 5, 1834, daughter
acres, in Malden township, of Gordon .A.rner, of Thomas and 1\Iary J. (Seebury) Caldwdl, of
the property being a part of the original Cald- that county, where the mother died in 1869, aged
well gt·ant. This farm, at the time of purchase, seventy-five years. 'l'he father came to the counwas greatly run down, while now its appearance ty of 'Essex in September, 1874, to reside with
speaks for itself. Here Mr. Goodchild has ex- his daughter, ~Irs. Goodchild, and died three
pended time, energy and money to bring his land weeks after his arrival, aged seventy-six years.
to its present fine state of cultivation. It is par- Ile was a farmer in Ireland, and was an active
ticularly well situated for stock raising, and mao to the end of his days. He and his wife
each year he raises from 100 to 200 hogs and were members of the Church of England. To
ft·om 30 to 50 bead of cattle. This farm does them were born children as follows: Edward, a
not include all of Mr. Goodchild's property, farmer, who died in London, Ont.; John, a farother valuable tracts increasing his holdings to mer, who died in London, Ont.; Thomas, a far275 acres. He has been successful in all his mer of Colchester township, who married .Mary
various undertakings on account of his constant J . Graham; l\[ary J ., Mrs. Goodchild; J oseph,
industry a~d the good judgment which always unmarried, who has lived with the Goodchilds
guides his actions. His tug "Margretta," which .ever since he came from I reland; Catherine,
he used in his fishing operations, he has now .1\Irs. Ames, who removed to London, Ont. ; and
leased to the · United States Government to be Ellen, who married Alex. Shuel, a farmer of
.tmdcrdon township.
used for dredge work at Amberstburg.
In 1899 ~fr. Goodchild built, at a cost of $5,000, an electric lighting plant at Harrow, but as
JOHN HOLDEN, one of the hi~hly regarded
the town pro,·ed too small for the venture, he and substantial retired farmers of the County of
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Essex, located in Sandwich South, was born
John Holden grew to manhood in the State
Sept. 19, 1837, at Richmond, in the State of In- of Indiana, and received a good common school
diana, a son of James and Elizabeth (Barr)
ed~cation, one which fitted him for teachiDg,
Holden.
which profession he followed for t hree years
James Holucn was born in 180-1 in Bolton, farming during the summers. In 1860 he mar~
near Manchester, England, and his wife in 1815, ried Miss Rhoda C. Evans, who was born May
in. Ayrshire, Scotland. She was a daughter of 12, 1841, in the State of New York, daughter of
J ohn and Jane Barr, who came to America and Reuben Evans, of that State, where she was
settled in Delawat·e in 1816, and later removed to reared and educated. Prior to her marriage her
Wayne County, Indiana, eighteen miles from people had removed to I ndiana, and there she
Richmond, where they died. J ames Holden was met and was married to Mr. Holden.
·In 1861 Mr. and :Mrs. Holden came to Cana son of Joseph Holden, who came to America
ada, and the former purchased land on Concesan(l settled in Kentucky, where he died, leaving
sons: J ohn, who died of smallpox, in Bolton, sion 6, in Sandwich South. This land was all
England; Thomas, who died in Ne\v Orleans; covered with wild brush at the time, and it reCharles, who died in Ohio; and James. They quired a vast amount of energy and perseverwere all workers in cotton factories in England. ance to clear it and put it under a state of cultiIn 1836 James Holden engaged in farming in vation. This work engaged :\fr. Holden's enerIndiana, where he continued until 1860, when he gies until 1893, when Mrs. Holden died, and he,
came to Windsor, Ont. After one month there dividing the farm among his sons, removed from
he engaged in a grocery business in Sandwich, it. The six children born to his first marriage
continuing for some years. In 1885 the proper- were: (1) Willard, born in 1861, in Indiana,
ty in Sandwich was traded for other in Wind- married Jane 'l'hresher, of Canada, and they resor, and in the latter city :Mr. Holden, who had side on tJie old homestead £arm; they have six
retired in 1883, died in May, 1892; his wife died children, Newton, Herbert, Harold, J ohn, Irene
in the preceding February. Both were worthy and Clara. (2) Alice, born in 1864, in Canada,
and valued members of the Church of England. married Edward J. O'Neil, and they reside in
. They were the parents of ten children, and of Sandwich South; they have six children, Justhis family our esteemed subject is the eldest, tus, Janet, Roy, Valetta, Cordelia and Wilfred.
(3) George W., born in 1866, married J.1aura
the others being: (2) Thomas, born in 1839 in
Indiana, married Sarah Stonecipher, of Wayne Merrick, and t hey reside on his farm in SandCounty, Indiana, and they reside on a farm in wich South; they have four children, Elsie, TherSandwich South; their children are, Albert, esa, Gladys and Grace. (4) Arthur C., born in
Frank, Rosetta and Viola. (3) Charles, born in 1868, married Lizzie Merrick, of Port Arthur
18!2, married Emma Taylor, of Sandwich East, and they reside on a farm in Concession 6 Sand~
where they settled as farmers, and there he died wich East; they have four children, Laur;, Vera,
in 1880, leaving a widow with four children, Elaine and Catherine. (5) Mary, born in 1870
Ida, Annie, Bertram and Ernest.
(4) Mary, married J. C. Austin, deceased, of Detroit, and
bol'n in Indiana, married George W. Mason, and they have had one daughter, Rhoda C. (6) BerlivE's in Detroit; they have a family of three tha, born in 1873, married Ernest Riggs, whorechildren. Clarence, Daniel and Ethel. (5) James, sides in Wayne County, Michigan, and they have
born in Indiana, married Jane Vollans, of Sand- one son, Newell.
I n 1895 1\fr. Holden was married (second) to
wicb. and the:v reside on a farm in Sandwich
South; their six children are, Edward, Charles, Miss Betsey Taylor, born in Haywood, England,
Oscar, Barbara, l\laud and Nettie. (6) Newton July 15, 1848, daughter of John Taylor, one of
died unmarried. (7) William, born in Indiana, the pioneers of this township. In 1877 Mr. H olmarried Jane Purvis, of Lake Huron, and they den purchased his present farm, known locally
reside at Manitoulin Island, Ont.
(8) Jane, as the Ouellette farm, containing ninety-eight
born in Indiana in 1848, married James Westa· acres, and here he has erected a new, comfortway, o~ Windsor, where they reside; they have able and commodious house and barn, making it
two children, Nettie and Charles. (9) Janet, a fine residence property. P olitically he is idenborn in Indiana in 1851, married Robert Teakle, tified with the Reform party, and is president of
a contractor and builder at Detroit, and they t he organization in the County of Essex, where
have one danahter. Marjorie: (10) Joseph, born for a long period he has taken an active part in
in :March, 1860, died in 1895, unmarried.
public life. In 1901 Ur. Holden was commis-
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sioner of census, and he has been auditor of
Sandwich township for the past fifteen years.
Ile is one of the self-made men of the section,
and one of the most progressive and public·
spirited. lie has always been foremost in all
movements for the betterment of asricultural,
p-olitical, educational and moral life in the community where he lives, and he is one of its most
highly-esteemed citizens.
PETER FOX. After a busy life devoted
chiefly to the pursuit of farming, the well-known
and highly-esteemed subject of this sketch is
now living retired in the comfortable home he
erected in Leamington. lie comes of pioneer
stock, and was born in Gosfield township, Essex,
~larch 23, 1833, son of Jacob and Elizabeth
(McLean) Fox.
Philip Fox, the ancestor of many of the name
in this part of Ontario, was a native of Baden,
Germany. He married Catherine Lamer, of the
same locality, and in the following June, they
shipped from Liverpool for America. After a
long voyage of fourteen weeks they landed at
Baltimore, :Maryland, where they remained four
years, afterward spending several years in the
State of P ennsylvania. The great inducement
held out to settlers in the Northwest induced
them to join a party, among whom was John
Wendel Wigle (or Weigele), bound for Detroit.
Their goods were transported on pack horses,
and the men drove the cattle. In Detroit they
met Leonhard Kratz, and, owing to t~eir German origin, all soon became friends, and all at
one time lived on Grosse Ile. In 1791 Philip
Fox moved to the neighborhood of Petite Cote,
about six miles below Windsor, but, in 1794, he
drew Lot 10, beautifully located on the lake
shore in Gosfield, and that was his home for the
:remainder of his life. He and his wife are both
buried there. They were the parents of ten children, eight sons and, two daughters. Seven of 'the
children were born prior to the removal of the
family to Canada, and the remaining three in
Gosfield. Their record is as follows: Jonas, who
settled on Lot 9, on the lake; Philip, on Lot 2,
Concession 5, :Mersea ; Margaret: Judith: M'ich·
ael, who located in Lot 250, Talbot Road West;
George, on Lot 22, Concession 4 ; H enry, on Lot
21, Concession 4: Adam. on Lot 22, Concession
5; Jacob, on Lot 22. Concession 6; and John, on
Lot 20, Concession 5.
Jacob Fox, son of Philip, was born in Pennsylvanin. Jan. 22. 1788. and was bnt a lad when
the family settled in Gosfield. When he began
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farming for .himself, he .did .his .first clearing on
Concession 6, but later removed to Lot 24, on the
lake, where he erected a log house. lie added
to his land from time to time until he was the
owner of several hundred acres, and, for the
times was considered a man of wealth. He participated in the Rebellion, and was present both
at Amherstburg and at Pelee Island. Ilis death
occurred July 19, 1868, when he had attained
the age of eighty years, five months and twentyseven days. Jacob Fox was twice married. His
first wife, l\Iaud Wigle, daughter of John Wendel and Julianna (Romer) Wigle, bore him children, as follows: Julianna, born Oct. 12, 1812,
became the wife of J ohn Snider, of Colchester;
John I., born March 22, 1814, married Elizabeth
Godwin; Jacob, born :March 11, 1816, married
Elizabeth Lipps; Susannah, born l\farch 16,
1818, married George McLean, of Colchester ;
Sarah, born Nov. 14, 1820, became Mrs. J olm ·Arner; Anna, born Sept. 11, 1824, married George
Noble, of Ruthven; and William C., born July
24, 1827, married Sarah Young. For his second
wife, Jacob Fox married Elizabeth McLean, born
May 13, 1788. Three children were born of this
union: Geor~e J ., born July 4, 1829, married
Sarah Jane Thompson, and now resides in Gosfield township; Pet~r is mentioned below ; and
Abi~ail, born Sept. 7, 1845, married Timothy
H eckles, and now lives in North Star, MichigRn.
Peter Fox passed his boyhood amid the bardships and privations of pioneer life. The excit·
ing tales of danger that thrill the listener with
pleasing interest were grim realities to the early
settler. At such times as he could be spared,
young Peter attended an old log school honse,
where slabs served as benches, and after mastering the three R's, became an apprentice to the
shoemaker's trade, working at that three years.
After his marriage he went to Oxford, and for
one year r ented a farm of his brother Jacob. His
father then gave him 211 acres of bush land. on
which he erected a log house and log barns. This
farni was his home until March 15, 1899, during which time a general transformation bad
taken place-150 acres were cleared and cultivated, and the original log bouse had been replaced by a fine brick dwelling, and the old barns
by substantial new ones of modern design. Besides, 1\fr. F ox had purchased two other farms.
onE'! of fifty acres in Mersea, and the other of
ninety-four acres in Gosfield, ancl in 1898 he became the owner of three valuable lots in Leamington.
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~lr. Fox was married to Jane Stockwell, who
was born in l\Ialden township, Essex, Jan. 30,
1835, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Harris)
Stockwell. Fourteen childt·en were born to them:
Emily, born Sept. 7, 1856, married Ge01·ge Eade,
and resides in Gosfield South; William, born
Aug. 17, 1858, resides in Vancouver, B.C.; Elizabeth Ann, born Xov. 21, 1859, married Charles
Peck, and died in Detroit; Ezra, born Aug. 27,
1861, lived in Hartford, Connecticut; Abigail,
born April 24, 1863, mar ried George Fox, and
they reside in Walkerville; Benson, born Nov.
14, 1864, is a captain on a lake steamer, with his
home in Cleveland, Ohio, and he married Minnie
Sanford; Peter, born Dec. 10, 1866, married J essie Burke, and lives in Gosfield South; Henry,
born April 2, 1868, a steam boat captain residing at Bay City, Michigan, married Rosa Lennie; John P., born June 4, 1869, lives in Cleveland, Ohio; Eliza Jane, born Dec. 14, 1870, married Robert Goodchow, of :Malden township; Oli~
ver C., born June 28, 1872, married a Miss
Brush, and both are deceased; Arthur, born July
19, 1874, married Lillie Mathews; 1\fandeny,
born Aug. 9, 1875, married Henry Longaway,
and they live in Colchester; and Melissa, born
July 14, 1877, married Harry Pigeon, and lives
at Colchester.
'Vhile Peter Fox has always refused to accept any office at the hlmds of his fellow-townsmen, be bas, nevertheless, been known as a stanch
supporter of Conservative principles. For some
t ime be was active in the agricultural society.
Both b~ and his wife are members of the Baptist·
Church, and much interested in its philanthropic
work.
J ohn and Eliza (Harris) Stockwell, parents
of l\It·s. Fox, were, respectively, of Dutch and
English ancestry, but both were born in the Unit ed States, and brought to Canada. as children.
John Stockwell was first located in Malden township, but he subsequently removed to Gosfield,
where he spent his remaining years, following
the occupation of farmer. .As a soldier he participated in the War of 1812 and in the Rebellion of 1837-38. l\1r. Stockwell was twice married. He wedded (first) Polly Botsford, and of
this union there· is yet living one daughter,
Eliza. By his union with Eliza Harris were born
children as follows: Jane, who married Peter
Fox; John, who married Mary J. Truax ;
Charles, deceased; Ann, deceased; William, who
married Jane Noble; I saac, deceased; George,
who married Jane Manchester: Mandeny, who
married William Lenox ; and Thomas, who mar-

ried Eliza Armstrong. Both father and mother
died and are buried in Gosfield, honored by all
who knew them.
P eter Fox and his good wife, who bore together the trials of a life in the wilderness, are now
passing their time pleasantly in their comfortable home in Leamington, surrounded by comforts undreamed of in the early days of their
wedded life. They toiled for themselves and posterity, and have earned the reward that honest
effort brings. They are affectionately regarded
by those for whom they labored a 11 labor of
love, " and are highly respected by all who have
the pleasure of their acquaintance.
CALEB KNIGHT, of Windsor, enjoys the
distinction of being the oldest engineer on the
Western Division of the Great Western, now the
Grand Trunk, Railroad. Mr. Knight comes of
English ancestry in both paternal and maternal
lines.
The first of the Knight family concerning
wnom reliable data has been secured, was Wilham Knight, the grandfather of Caleb Knight,
who was born in 1758, in England, and there
passed his entire life in agricultural pursuits.
Among his children was one he named Peter,
who became the father of Caleb.
Peter Knight was born March 2, 1799, in
England, and in his own country followed farming and stock raising. There he married J ano
Bobier, who was born in 1801, in England, and
who died in 1854. On J une 15, 1844, Peter
Knight and his family landed in Windsor, and
there passed the remaining years of their lives.
On coming to Ontario, :Mr. Knight easily secured
employment, during the summers in gardening
and flower-raising, and dut:ing the winters as
meat packer. In the latter he became an expert,
and was paid the highest wages of any employee
who· packed meat for shipment to the "Soo."
Politically he always supported the Conservative
party. In England he had belonged to the Bap·
tist Church, but in Ontario he united with the
Methodist, as no church of his belief had yet
been organized in the vicinity of his home. H e
died in 1883. 'rhe children born to P eter Knight
and wife were as follows : Thomas, born Feb. 20,
1823; Jane, J an. 14, 1824; J oseph, Sept. 7, 1825;
Peter, May 17, 1827; Anne, Jan. 2, 1829; Elizabeth, April 17, 1830; Andrew, Nov. 3; 1831;
Philip, June 21, 1833; Rachel, June 18, 1835;
Caleb, April 18, 1837; George, Oct. 8, 1838; Keziah, Sept. 14, 1840; Esther, Sept. 21, 1842 ;
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Emma Marion, May 19, 1844; and Michael .Alfred, Jan. 28, 184.7.
Of the above family, Caleb Knight, of Windsor, is the only surviving son. His bitth took
place in England, and be was a lad of seven
years when his parents came to Windsor, where
he obtained two years' schooling, leaving then to
begin the battle of life for himself at the tender
age of nine years. The sturdy little lad secured
employment with W. G. Hall, on the premises
now owned by Majot• John Davis, the agreement
being that he should receive his board and two
dollars per month for his services. Two years of
hard labor ensued, and at its close the youth had
gained only experience, no money being accorded
him. He went to Detroit, and there learned the
art of pastry and meat cooking, becoming very
proficient. After his apprenticeship was over,
he was offered the position, by T. M. Taylor, of
Chatham, now deceased, of carrying the mail
between Windsor and Chatham, on the Middle
Road, and, accepting the offer, efficiently performed .this duty until he wns 17 years of age.
It was on July 24, 1854, tl1at Mr. Knight entered the employ of the Great Western, now the
Grand Trunk, Railroad, and he needs no better
testimonial of reliance, integrity, ability and industry than the fact that there he still remains.
From 1854 until 1860 he was fireman on a
freight train, and his next promotion was to the
position of engineer on a freight train, serving
until 1872. In the latter year he became an engineer on a passenger train, and this most responsible service in railroad work he is still following, his run being between \Vindsor and !Jondon. Ile is well known to all the residents in
both places, and on the line, and his presence in
the cab is an all-sufficient guaranty of safety.
Mr. Knight has been chief of the Brotherhood of Locomotive EnA'ineers since the estabHshment of the order in Windsor, in 1891. Other
fraternal connections are with the Masonic
Lodge, No. 42, of JJondon, Ont., and Windsor
Lodge, No. 45, I .O.O.F.
On July 3, 1856, 1\fr. Knight was married to
Mrs. Ann Newton, who was born July 25, 1835,
daughter of William Dukes. The following cltildren have been born to this union: Jane Elizabeth, born in 1857, is the wido'v of John Norris;
Emmer Etta, born Sept. 17, 1859, is the wife of
J ohn J. Carney, and their children were, Joseph
Knight, Annie Pearl Elizabeth, Caleb Richard
Edward (born July 14, 1903), and one that died
in childhood; Sarah Ann, born Sept. 5, 1862, is
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the wife of William E. Wear, and they ha,·e
children, Julia Etta, Victoria and William Caleb,
ba.vin~ lost one in infancy; William Alfred, born
l\Iay 6, 1865, is deceased; J oseph Francis, born
May 1, 1868, married Alic<: Moore, of Chatham,
ancl they have one daughter, Winnifred; and one
died in infancy.
In 1901 1\Jr. Knight made a delightful trip
to. England, and visited the home of his auct!Stors, returning much improved physically. Both
himself and wife arc valued members of the
1\Ietbodist Church. The family is one most highly
respect ed in Windsor and vicinity. During his
long railway career, our subject bas been very
fortunate, escaping all serious accidents, and he
enjoys remarkably good health.
In the fifty
vears that he has been on the road, he bas ridden
in round numbers 2,500,000 miles.
WIGLE BROTHERS. Among the energetic
young business men of Windsor are John, Jr.,
and Elihu Wigle, proprietors of the "International Hotel." The Wigle brothers are descendants of one of the earliest families of South Essex. Their great-grandfather was John Wigle,
who was born in Germany in 1774, and came to
Ontario at an early day, settling as a farmer in
the County of Essex. He married Susan Scratc~,
and among their children were: J ohn, Joseph,
Windle, Peter, Robet·t, Solomon, Adam, Michael
and Leonard.
Leonard Wigle, the grandfather of the Wigle
brothers, was born in Oosfield township, County
of Es.c;ex, but spent the main p ortion of his life
in Mersea township, where he owned at one time
1,400 acres of land. For many years he was the
proprietor of the hospitable inn known as "The
StranA"er's ITome," and for some time he enJ!aged in an ext ensive stock business. During the
Rebellion of 1837 he was a loyal supporter of
authority, and served as captain in one of the
companies enQ'aged. H e married Jane H airsine.
·a native of Yorkshire, England, and a daughb>r of Charles IIairsine. who came to Ontario
when she was but fourteen years of age. The
children of I..~eonard Wil('le and wife "1\E're:
Charle.c;, deceased; John, father of the Wi~le
brothers; Sn!:an. widow of TTan·ey Dt>minl!;
Ale:o:nnder. of ) fersea township; Leonard. deceased ; 1\Tary, who mllrrie<l ( firllt) J ohn Deming, nnrl (spcond) Geor'tt> Russell. 1md i11 no'v
deceasPd : ,Jane. decea.c;ed, wife of Gordon Palmer: R ebc>c<'a. decensed; one that died in infancy; and Robert, located on the home farm.
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John Wigle, of the above family, was born
Jan. 2-1, 1830, in 1\Iersea township, and on Dt>C.
16, 18511 he married Jane Gains, daughter of
William Gains, of Yorkshire, England; she died
J uue 25, 1901. The following children were
born to this union: :Mary, who married Hezekiah l\Iilkins; Alwilda, deceased wife of Alvin
Watson; l\Iiss J ennie, at home; William, of
Windsor; Lau1·a, who died aged twelve years;
alter, deceased; Wallace Gordon, deceased;
John, Jr.; Jessie, who married Judson 1\Iorris;
and Elihu. The father of this family is still
bale and hearty, and resides on his fine farm in
Mersea township. Politically he is a Conservative. Religiously he is connected with the Church
of England.
JonN WIGLE, JR., was born F eb. 9, 1866, in
Met·sea township, and remained on the home
farm until nineteen years of age. His entrance
into the hotel business dates from 1888, when he
became proprietor of the " Deming House," at
LeRmington, County of Essex, where he continued one year, and then sold it to his brother,
Elihu. Coming at that time to Windsor, he
opened up the "Pacific H ouse," which he operated for one and one-half years. In 1893, with
his brother, Elihu, he purchased the '' International Hotel,'' at Windsor, which they jointly
conducted until1896, when he purchased Elihu's
interest, and conducted the business alone until
1897. At this date be sold out for $9,000, but
within six weeks from that time re-purchased the
property for the same money,. and in December,
1900, sold a half-interest to his brother, Elihu,
the proprietors of the hotel now being the Wigle
brothers.
In 1887 John Wigle, .Tr., was united in marriage with Fanny E. Ley, daughter of Joseph
Ley, and to this union have been born two
daughters: :.\Iaud; and Blanche, who died at the
age of nine years, nine months and nine days.
Fraternally Mr. Wigle is a member of the I.O.O.
F. Politically he is a Conservative, and religiously he belongs to the Church of England.
ELIHU WIGLE, the junior member of the firm
of Wigle brothers, was born in Mersea township,
May 13, 1870, and remained on· the old homestead tmtil he 'vas sixteen years of age. He then
engaged a~ a clerk f or a business house at Wheatley, where he remained two years, and t hen became an employe of t he "Deming House" at
Leamington, one year later entering the general
· store of Louis Wi~le, of L eamington. liS a clerk,
where he continued for two years. In 1891, decid·
ing to enter into business for himself, be leased
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the ,;Deming House," at Leamington, and conducted it for nineteen months. In 1893, in company with his brother John, he purchased the
•' I nternational Hotel,'' at ·windsor, and con·
tinued in its management until 1896, when he
sold his interest and returned to his old stand at
Leamington.
He conducted the '' Demi og
House" until Nov. 20, 1900, when he sold out
and purchased a half-interest in the " I nternational" at Windsor.
In F ebruary, 1893, Elihu Wigle married
Alice Helena Burkholder, daughter of Jacob
Burkhoh.ler, and to this union was bom one son :
John H., May 13, 1901.
The Wigle brothers are popular hotel men,
and are making a success with the '' International," having put it into first-class order. Both
are fond of good horses, and own two of as fleetfooted specimens as are to be found in that section of the country, namely, the fast pacer
"Westland," and the fast trotter "St. Paul,"
both of them being well known on the turf of
\Vcstem Ontario. A more recent acquisition is
''William C.," the pacer that defeated "Wayne
King," champion speedway horse of Michigan,
at Detroit, on Nov. ]6, 1903. They also own
'·Dr. H.,'' a pacer with ~ record of 2.12~.
WILLIAM G. )!cDONALD, an enterprising farmer of Gosfield South, is a descendant of
one of the pioneer settlers on the Talbot Road in
the township of Tilbury East.
John McDonald, his grandfather, was born
in the Highlands of Scotland, and there married
1\fary Calhoon. He was engaged in the boot and
shoe trade and also carried on wool weaving, being an expert weaver himself. In 1815, accompanied by his ·wife and five children, he set sail
for America, their d estination being Canada.
After a long voyage of more than sixteen weeks,
they reached the Canadian port, came to Long
Point, and very soon went farther west, locating on the Talbot Road, in 'l'ilbury East, where
the grandfather took up 200 acres of land
through the government agent. As his sons attained maturity they also secured land on the
lots on both sides of the :first tract, so that the
family secured 600 acres in a block, all situated
on the short> of Lake Erie. J ohn McDonald be!<'an the clearing- of the land, which, after his
death. was continued by his sons. He WR!J i nterred on the old Shank$ f arm. H is children
were as follows: Hn!!h: Mary, Mrs. Shanks:
Nancy, who married J ohn 1\·foody: J ohn, who
lived on the west 200 acres; and Duncan , who
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&!Cured the east 200 acres, married and had two
children, John (deceased), and Sarah (married
and living in Toronto).
Hugh :McDonald was born Jan 8, 1801, in
Scotland, and was fourteen years old when he
came to Canada. Being the eldest son, he came
into posses.<~ion of the land taken up by his fath·
er. Ile assisted in placing the first buildings
tht>reon, and occupied them when he began for
himself, continuing on this place until it was im·
proved, when he traded for a farm at Harrow,
which he later sold. Nearly sixty years ago he
bought 230 acres in 1\IersE'a township, portly
cleared, Lot 1!3, Concession 2. He dealt extensively in land, and owned a large body.
ITe
clt>nred all of his land, being a man of great industry. His death occurred June 3, 1891. F or
many years he was a class-lender in the Methodist Church. His first marriage was to a Miss
Williams, and they had children, as follows :
1\fary, wife of Robert Morton, of 1\[ersea to\VD·
ship; Ann, wife of Solomon P. F ox, of Brandon,
Ont.; Betsey, widow of J oseph Sheldon, of St.
Ignace, Michigan ; Margaret, wife of George
White, of Leamington; Harriet, wife of John
Summerfield, of Leamington; John D., who marr ied Dorothy McQueen; and Adelia, who married Watson Clark, of l\fonroe County, Michigan. l\fr. McDonald's second marriage was to
Anna Sheldon, a daughter of J oseph Sheldon,
who was born on Talbot street, in l\fersea township, and the children of this union were: J oseph. of Helena, 1\lontana, who married Nettie
Lal\farsh, deceased; l\fis.<J Sarah, of L eamington ;
Hugh, who married Bertha La)farsh, and died
aged thirty years; William G., of this sketch;
Janet, who married William Dring, of ~Iersea
township; Lucinda, who married Charles :\fills,
of Wheatley, County of Essex; and l\Iiss Annie,
of Leamington.
William G. ~IcDonald was born Aug. 27,
1861, on his present place, and there passed his
boyhood, assisting on the farm and attending the
local schools. H e was reared to be a farmer, and
in the course of time came into possession of an
eighty-acre farm, on which he rebuilt the house
and made many substantial improvements.
In 1885 ~[r. McDonald married Georgiana
Fox, daughter of George and Julia (Quick)
F ox, the former of whom was born March 13,
1838, and the latter Oct. 2, 1840. They reside
at Chatham, Ont., and their children are: William, a farmer in Muskegon County, :Michigan,
who married Sarah Whitzcl; Georgiana, born
'April 4, 1865 ; Philemon, of Louisiana; and Al-
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len, of Ravenna, 11Iiclllgan, who married Emm
Tupper.
l\Ir. and Mrs. McDonald have had these children : Flossie Annetta, born .Aug. 17, 188S ;
H ugh Carlton, July 19, 1891 ; William Hadley,
April 19, 1894; l\Ialcolm Duncan, )larch 20,
1896; Georgiana H azel, April 2, 1898; and Al'·in Grant, Sept. 19, 1901 (died Sept. 28, 1902) .
The family is connected with the Leamington
Presbyterian Church.
Prior to settling on his present property ~rr:
::\lcDonald was engaged in teaming at Ruthven
for seven years. He is extensively engaged at
present in general farming and tobacco and fruit
growing, prospering as an industrious agriculturist richly deserves. Politically he is a Reformer. Fraternally he holds membership in
Beaver Lodge, No. 82, I .O.O.F., at Ruthven, and
in Erie Encampment.
REV. PETER LA...'\GLOIS, parish priest of
St. Francis Catholic Church, Tilbury, County of
Essex, is a well-known priest of the London diocese. He was born at St. Scholastique, P rovince
of Quebec, :\fay 4, 1856, and attended first the
schools of his native village, later becoming a
student at St. Theresa College, Terrebonne
County, Quebec, from which he graduated. H e
had taken a classical course, and after completing it entered the Grand Seminary at Montreal,
with a view of studying for the priesthood.
There he pursued a course in theology. Completing same he was ordained by Archbishop
Fabre, St. Peter's Church, at Montreal, on St.
P eter's and St. Paul 's Day, in 1882. His first
mass was said at the Church of Notre Dame de
Lourdes, while he was assigned to his fi rst mis·
sion at L'Ardoise, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, to
act as curate. After a few months he was sent
to St. Francis Xavier College, at Antigonish,
Nova Scotia, where he taught French for a term.
Returning to his native province he became curate at St. Anicet, County of Huntingdon. Quebec, where he spent one year. F or the following
four years he was curate at Montreal, and then
was transferred to the London diocese, and made
parish nriest for three years at Big Point. County of Kent. I n 1891 he was stationed in the parish of Tilbury, where for thirteen years h e has
faithfully discharaed his dnties. and gained the
confldence and affection of his people.
In 1894 Father Langlo1s began the erection
of St. Francis Church, one of the finest church
edifices in the diocese, and he has also erectt>d a
convenient parish house. n e is devoted to his
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work, and under his able management the parish has flourished both spiritually and materially. Two new separate schools were start ed
in the parish and a fine new three-story brick
school was also built in the village, near the new
church, for which were engaged teachers known
as amqng the best in the country-the Ursuline
Sisters of Chatham, Ontario.
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HENRY ALOXZO IIENDERSO~, reeve of
the township, and a prominent resident of Pelee
Island, was born in Ottawa, Ont., Oct. 1, 1864,
son of J ohn and Mary A. (Downey) Hender$on.
He was one in a family of seven children, of
whom five survive, namely·: l\fary J., who married William Fleming, of Pelee Island ; Catherine, who married Nelson Srigley, of Pelee. Island; Henry A.; 'l'homas, of Pelee Island ; Isabella, who married Albert McClelland, of Windsor; and Cathet·ine and Alfred, deceased. J ohn
Henderson and wife were both born in County
Cavan, Ireland, where they were married; in
1863 they located at Ottawa, Ont.1 and
there engaged in farming. In 1887 they
came to Pelee Island, . where the father lived
until Jan. 4, 1900, when he died, aged seventysix:. The mother passed away June 20, 1892,
aged fifty-five. Their remains rest in the Pelee
Island cemetery. In religious belief they were
members of the Church of England. In politics
the father was a . Conservative, but he never
sought public office.
Until he was eighteen years of age, Henry A.
Henderson remained at home, engaged in working fot· his father and attending the common
schools. At that age he began his business career
by working for neighboring farmers, and he continued that line for six years more. In 1898 he
purchased his present farm of forty-five acres,
on which he now resides, successfully following
agricultural pursuits.
On Nov. 21, 1893, Mr. Henderson married
Miss Lillie McCormick, who was born on 'Pelee
Island, March 11, 1872, a daughter of Thomas L .
and Ellen (Pease) McCormick. They have no
children. I n politics, like his father, Mr. Henderson is a Conservative, and in 1894 he was
honored by election to the township council, and
subsequently re-elected until he served five·years,
when, in 1903, he was elected reeve of the township, in which office he is now acting. Socially,
he belongs to the Maccabees. He is one of the
most highly respected and influential men of the
Island, and enjoys a widespread popularity, as

is testified by his large majorities upon the several occasions he has been before his neighbors
as a candidate of his party.
TnOMAS L. )lcConucK, father of .Mrs. Henry
A. Henderson, was born in Colchester township,
Jan. 4, 1831. Ile bas long been a man of prominence in P elce Islanll, where he bas been engaged in farming. In politics he is a Conservative, and for fifteen years, as a member of the
township council, his fellow-citizens were given
the benefit of his good judgment and comprehensive grasp of public questions. I n Pelee I sland he married Jane Rudes, who died, leaving
two children: Ella, who married Burwell Wigle,
of Gosfield South; and Erie, who married Wesley Lord, of :Michigan. For his second wife, l\Ir.
McCormick married Ellen Pease, widow of
Frank Fullmer, by whom he had one daughter,
Rachel, who married Austin Bell, of lllenheim,
Ont. To Thomas L. and Ellen (Pease) McCormick were born the following children: Lillie,
Mrs. Henderson; Guy, a farmer of Pelee Island;
l\Iay, who married Elmo Diffenbach, a farmer of
Pelee Island; Oscar, who died young. The wife
and mother died Sept. 12, 1904, aged sixty-three,
and was laid to rest in the Pelee Island cemetery.
EDGAR J . TOFFLEl\liRE is a well-to-do
farmer in the town of Colchester South, County
of Essex:. He is not only a respected citizen of
the community because of his own merits, bnt
also as a descendant of a family whose ancestry
in Essex ranks with the oldest.
The first representative of the Toffiemire
family in the County of Essex was Charles Toffiemire, a native of Germany, who crossed the
Atlantic when a young man. His first location
was in Pennsylvania, and he went thence t o
Kentucky, where be and his f amily were captured by the Indians. They were taken to Detroit, where they were ransomed. Charles Tofflemire subseq\leDtly brought his family to Can·
ada, and they located in Gosfield township,
County of Essex, on the place on the lake shore
now known as the Jacob Wigle farm, which
tract Mr. Toffiemire received from the Government. There be passed the remainder of his life,
and he is buried in the place. He had three
sons, William, Charles and Jacob.
Jacob Toffiemire, great-g-randfather of Edgar J., was born in Pennsylvania. and grew to
manhood in Gosfield township. Wb'en he took
up agricultural pursuits on his own account he
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&ettled on a farm at Olinda, and there he passed
the remainder of his long life, dying at the age
of ninety. He engaged in farming on an extensive scale, and was quite prosperous. Jacob
Tomemire married Ruth Jacobs, and they became
the parents o.f five children: Abram, the eldest,
was taken prisoner by the Indians, and never
settled down after his escape; llenry lived on
part of the homestead; John lived for a time on
part of the homestead, and later moved to
Kingsville, Ont.; Charles became the grandfather
of Edgar J.; Susan married Archibald Brown,
of Gosficld.
Charles 'l'ofllemire, born in Gosfielcl township
in October, 1797, grew to manhood there. He
received part of his father's land, but at the
time of his marriage moved to the township of
Colchester South, and settled on Lot 42. Some
fifteen acres of his 200-acre tract were cleared
at the time, and he built a log house, which he
and his family occupied until about 1829, when
he erected another log dwelling, in which he
made his home to the end of his days. He succeeded in clearing a considerable portion of the
farm, and was thrifty and successful. Mr.
TofHcmire was married in Colchester South to
Saloma Snider, daughter of John Snider, who
received Lot 42 from the Government; he was
a United Empire Loyalist. Mr. Toffiemire died
at his home Feb. 10, 1851, and his wife survivecl
him many years, passing away July 22, 1870,
at the age of sixty-seven. Their family consisted
of the follo,ving named children: (1) Ruth and
(2) Susan died in infancy. (3) 1\Iary married
William Woodhviss, lived in Northern Michigan,
and died in 1902. ( 4) J oscph travelled all his
life, going to Australia when a young man,
thence to California for gold, and died in Michigan in 1902. (5) Jacob lived on part of the old
homestead until 1873, when he removed to the
3rd Concession, and there he died in 1899. (6)
Elizabeth, now deceased, was the wife of Theodore Scratch, of Gosfield. (7) Hannah married
'l'homas McCormick, and resided in the Western States; she is now deceased. (8) Charles N.
is a farmer in Colchester. (9) Catherine is the
'Wife of Hezekiah Bickford, of Romney, County
of Kent. (10) Samuel resides in the township
of Colchester South. (11) Richard is the father
of Edgar J. (12) Sarah married J ohn Moody,
of Romney, County of Kent. .
Richard Tofflemire was born Feb. 9, 1845,
on his father's farm in the township of Colchester South, and there he began farming for
himself when nineteen years old. His work was
29

4-l!)

in the central part of the place, which was then
all cleared, and he finally built on his portiou,
and resided there for about thirty years. lie
added part of the land in the same lot, to the
north, until he had 118 acres, and he was successfully engaged in farming until l\Iareh, 189-l,
since which time be has left the cultivation of
his land in the hands of his sons. In llarch,
1904, he removed to the village of Harrow,
where he has since been engaged in carpentry.
In 1900 he was appointed librarian there, and
still holds the office. Richard Toffiemire was
married in Colchester South, to Sophie Goodhue,
and they have had children as follows: Edgar
J., whose name introduces these lines; Alice, wife
of John Reneau, of northern Michigan; Linnie,
married to F. E. Sinasac, of Harrow; Frank,
01 Harrow; Asa, \vho lives in Listowt>l, Ont.;
and Roy. The members of the TofHemire family
have usually been stanch adherents to the Baptist faith, and their political support is generally
given to the Reform party.
Edgar J. Toffiemire was born Oct. 8, 1867, in
the old log house on his father's farm. He gre'v
to manhood there, and still makes his home on
the place. His education was received in the common schools, and he was thoroughly trained tofarming from boyhood, taking up that calling
on his own account at the age of twenty-three.
F or the first three years of his independent
career he rented half of the old farm, and he
has been the owner of same for the past seven
years, for he has lived up to the family name
and made his labor pay well.
:Mr. Totllemire was married in Colchester
South, in 1890, to Lurinda Renno, of that township, daughter of Alexander Renno, and two
children have blessed this union': Cora Belle,
born May 23, 1895; and I na Fay, born July
27, 1897. Mr. and Mrs. Toffiemire are both members of the local Baptist Church.
GEORGE A. EVANS, a practical, progressive and successful farmer oE Mersea to,rnship,
County of Essex, son of Joseph and Catherine
(Hamersley) Evans, was born in Puslinch township, County of Wellington, Ont., Nov. 10, 1867,
and when but a child came with his parents to
:M'ersea township, where he has resided continuously ever since.
During his boyhood days, he attended the
township school, and when old enough embarked
in farmiilg, now residing on his portion of the
homestead, consisting of seventy acres. Upon
this property he has erected a comfortable dwel-
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ling, excellent bam and othet· buildings, and
they, as well as his well cultivated act·es and well
stocked farm, bear witness to his good management and thrift.
I n Cass City, ~lichigao, on Dec. 23, 1892,
}[r. Evans was married to l\Iary J\IcCulloch,
daughter of J ohn and Jane :McCulloch, and
two children have been born .to them: :i\Iary
Alina, born Feb. 5, 1894; and Eunice i\lcCulloch, born in August, 1903. Fraternally, l\'lr.
Evans is a member of Leamington Lodge Ko.
140, I.O.O.F . and Court Erie 47, I .O.F. In
religious matters he is a consistent member of
t he Methodist Church, and always responds gen-erously to appeals for contributions. Mr. Evans
'is one of the leading young farmers of his township and is a man who enjoys the unbounded
r espect of his neighbors and friends.
SIMON GIGNAC. A descendant of one of
the early fimulies of Ontario is found in Simon
·Gignac, who, although he has passed his three
·score and ten years, is still active in the business
·affairs of life and fills a responsible position with
't'fficiency. F ew men in Windsor are more highly
regarded.
Mr. Gignac was born of F1·ench ancestry,
and his grandfather, Jean Baptiste Gignac, was
a native of France, born there in 1760. I n young
manhood he came to Lower Canada, and there
married a l\1iss n artrand and to them were born
in the County of Essex : J ohn Baptist, P eter,
Simon, Joseph, Fra~cois, Jannette, Josephine,
and Charlotte.
Simon Gignac, the father of our subject, was
born at Petite Cote (Small Hill), County of
E ssex, in 1789, and spent his entir e life in his
native vicinity. H e served in the War o~ 1812,
and also in the Rebellion of 1837. P olitically
he was a Cons<>rvative. Religiously he was a
consistent member of t he Roman Catholic
Church. Tiis death occurred in 1856. H e married Agathe Bergeron, and to them were born
the following children: Archan~e, Thomas, Emily, Eladie, Michael , Simon and Ellen.
Simon Gignac (2), son of Simon and the subject of this sketch, was born J une 12, 1830, in
Sandwich West, on the ol d Gignac homestead.
I n 1844, at the age of fourteen years, be began
the battle of life for himself, becoining a clerk
for J ohn Saddler, of Detroit, at a salary of $2
per month. After spending fourteen months
with Mr. Saddler, he served for a time as clerk
in a hotel in Detroit, later accepting a clerkship
in a dry goods house in the same city. I n 1862

he returned to Windsor, and for a period of
twenty-eight years was clerk for the firm of
Bartlett & 1\IcDonald. He then entered the office
of the city treasurer where he cont inued for two
and a half years, and in October, 1894, accept ed
his present position on the Wa te,r Board of t he
city of Windsor. Despite his yem·s, Mr. Gignac is one of the most punctual and efficient
members of the office force, and may be found
at his desk without fail during six days of the
week. H is long service in important clerical
positions has made him so familiar with details
that he is acknowledged one of the most valuable
and useful members of the Board.
In 1855 Mr. Gignac was united in marriage
with Miss E melie Trotter, of Detroit, who was
born in 183D, daughter of I saac Trotter, a n ative of Montreal, and his wife Archange 1\Iettes,
of Detroit. Mrs. Gignac was born in 1839. Tl1e
children born t o our subject and wife were nine
in number, as follows : Alexander S., a resident
of Bay City, Michigan, where he married a Miss
Clago, and they have children, Earl, Florence
and J ohn;' Frank, deceased ; Emma, at home:
Louis A., who married 1\fay Stephens, of Windsor; Edmund V., who married Lettie Denean;
Charles T. ; Raymond Philip, who married
Lydia Somerville, of Detroit, and they have
children, Edward and Raymond; Eugenia C.,
who married Frank R. Keehn and has one child,
Alexandrine; and Alexandrine, who died aged
eighteen years. 1Ir. Gigna~ and family belong
to t he Roman Catholic Church. H e is a citizen
who is held in the highest esteem in Windsor.
He bears his years lightly, and devotes his life
to t he faithful filling of his duties to his family,
his church~' his business and his country.
GORE LANE, one of the thrifty young
farmers of Gosfield township, County of Essex,
is a descendant of one of the stanch old United
Empire Loyalists.
Ezekiel Lane, his grandfather, was a son of
J ames Lane, was born in the State of New York,
and resided there until 1812. The second war
with Great Britain did not find favor in the Lane
family, which felt bound in loyalty to the
Mother Country, and, leaving their possessions
behind them for the sake of principle they migrated to Canada, Crossin~ t~e frontier with .a .
large company of English sympathizers, who
settled in the vicinity of Little York. The Lane
family soon moved westward and settled in Trafal~rar township, County of Halton, Ont., and
in 1841 they made still another westwar d move,
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Mr. Gore Lane and his family belong to the
settling in Malden township, County of Essex,
in what was locally known as the Atkin settle- Ruth\'en :Methooist Church. In politics he is
ment. The 150 acres which Grandfather Lane identified with the Reform party. Fraternally
acquired was still wild bush land, and the new be is an Odd Fello,v.
settlers met with many difficulties and hardships.
G. B. COLLINS, one of the pt·osperou~
He lived to see much of this farm cleared, and
died there, still a loyal-hearted citizen. He was farmers of the County of Essex, residing on his
buried in the Amherstburg cemetery. He mar- fine property on Lot 303, Talbot Road, in Sandried :Uary Awry, and their children were as fol- wich South, was born :March 12, 186.3, in :\laidlows: Levi, a farmer of Malden, deceased; Denis, stone township, a son of Stephen and )lara
father of Gore Lane; Harriet, who married
(Rhodes) Collins. He comes of an old ami
George Ryan, and resides on tho old homestead honored family of the county.
in Trafalgar township; and James, who died
Stephen Collins was born in October, 1811,
in Hampshire, England, and his wife was born
unmarried.
Denis Lane was born March 20, 1823, in Tra- F eb. 1, 1822, in Devonshire. IIer parents came
falgar to'vnship, and was a mere boy when the to Canada when she was yet a girl, and died in
family came to Malden. After coming here he Sandwich. Stephen Collins came to Canada
cultivated the home farm until he sold it, in accompanied by one sister and two brothers, viz. :
1882, and came to Gosfield township, buying the Betsey was the wife of Joseph Bennett, who
George Whittle farm. Here he carried on gen- settled at Adrian, Michigan, where both died,
eral farming until his death, Oct. 18, 1888. This leaving children. George died in Woodstock,
property contains 113 acres and is situated on Canada, leaving children. Charles, who settled
Lots 6 and 7, Concession 2.
at Maidstone Cross, married a Canadian lady
I n Malden Denis Lane married a sister of who survives him and lives on his homestead ;
Gore Atkin. She was born April 12, 1829, and her children are: Louisa (wife of John Greaves,
died Nov. 18, 1902, the mother of the following of 1\faidstone, town line) ; Thomas (on the homechildren : Walter died at the age of nine years ; stead); George (on the old homestead) ;
Gore is mentioned below; Mary J. died Sept. J emima (wife of J ohn Farough, of Sandwich
4, 1899, aged thirty-two years; E. A., deceased, South); Sarah (wife of Nicholas Farough, of
married Philemon Peterson; I da E. died in 189.3, Sand,vich), and Annie (wife of William Campaged twenty-four years. Our subject is the only bell, of Essex).
surviving member of the family.
After his marriage Stephen Collins settled
Gore Lane was born May 14, 1862, in Mal- tirst at Maidstone Cross, where he owned fifty
den township, grew up on the home farm, and acres of land, and engaged in work at his trade
was educated in the local schools. He was about of blacksmith. Prior to 1865, when he sold this
nineteen years old when the family moved to land, he had built upon it and improved it. He
Gosfield. Since the property has been in his then removed to Windsor, where he was engaged
hands he has pushed improvements with method two and a half years in mercantile business, selland energy, and bas the 113 acres under cultiva- ing same in 1869 and purchasing the present
tion. In addition he has engaged very success- home, which was then wild land. Here he made
fully in growing tobacco, and is one of the stock- a number of improvements and spent his last
holders and directors of the Erie Tobacco Co., years, dying in 1887; he was follo,ved to the
grave by his wife nine years later. I n political
of Windsor.
. In 1888 ?lfr. Lane was united in marriage sentiment he was a Reformer . From youth both
with Mary E ., daughter of Alpheus and Nancy he and wife belonged to the Church of England.
(Palmer) Scratch, the former of whom was born This worthy couple reared all but one of their
Aug. 25, 1826, and the latter June 14, 1826. . twelve children, namely, J ane died in infancy;
Mrs. Lane is the youngest of their three child- Charlotte (deceased), born in Sandwich, mar. ren: Robert, and James and Mary E. Mr. and ried Arthur Maynard and reared a family ;
Mrs. Lane have seven children: Norman De- James, married Bridget Lyons, and they settled
witt, born June 22, 1889; Walter. McMurry, at the homestead, where he died in 1886: H eze1\.Iarch 18, 1892; Robert Salton, May 29, 1894; kiah died at his farm, unmarried, in 1901 ; Sus·
Lorne Gore, July 28, 1897; Wilfred, Feb. 10, annah is the widow of Adam Clark, of Manitoba,
1899 ; and Violet Mary Louise and Victor Rus- and has two children, George and Emma; 1\liss
sell, twins, May 22, 1902.
Sarah is still at t~e home; Elizabeth married
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(first) Rev. J ohn Emerick, and (second) William Shoemah:er, also deceased, of Ilighgate,
County of Kent, and she has two daughters, I da
Emerick (a missionary in China) and Mrs. Crosby (of Highgate). Rebecca is the wife of Robert
Watson, of Sandwich; Harriet is the wife of
Rev. J. Dawson, of Hessel, :\lichigan; Joseph
married Carrie Hurst, of Sandwich South, and
they reside with their children in Windsor; Ida,
a graduate of the Toronto schools, has devoted
.her life to missionary work among the Indians
of the North-West; G. B., the youngest of this
large family, is the subject proper of these lines.
G. B. Collins was afforded the best educat ional advantages obtainable in the locality. He
continued to assist on the home farm until his
marriage, which took place in J\fay, 1893, to l\1i!;S
Effie J ean Banwell, daughter of Edward and
Janet Banwell, old and prominent residents of
the county. Mrs. Collins was born in 1872 and
was reared in Sandwich West. After their marriage they settled on the old Collins homestead,
and here !'Ir. Collins has continued to make improvements. Three children have come to them,
namely: Stanley, born in 1895; Jessie, born in
1897 ; and Etta J ean, born in 1901.
Mr. Collins has long been a leading member
of the Church of England in his locality and
has served as warden for the past two years.
Politically he is a Reformer, and fraternally he
belongs to the order of Foresters, Court No.
1701, of Sandwich. He is a man well worthy of
representation in a record of the County of E ssex,
coming of one of the pioneer families, and in his
own personality representing the enterprising
and substantial young element of the section.
Both he and his wife have a wide circle of warm
friends in Sandwich South by wliom they are
most highly esteemed.
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MATTHEW HENRY, a well-known farmer
of Maidstone, located on Lot 18, Middle Road,
who is also the efficient treasurer of that township, was born Aug. 13, 1850, on his present
farm, a son of James and Catherine (McDonald)
Henry, of County Derry and Cavan, Ireland, respectively, the father born in 1804, and the mother in 1808.
James Henry and his wife came to America
in youth, and were married in Detroit, Michigan,
where he first settled, and where he worked for
some years after marriage, at his trade of shoemaker. I n 1846 Mr. Henry ca~e to the present
farm of his son, Matthew, starting first in a. log
cabin on the uncleared land. 13y indust.ry and

perseverance he opened up a good farm, erecting
excellent buildings, and was in easy circumstances as the result of his labor. llis death occurred Aug. 4, 1878, and his widow survived until February, 1894. They were both consistent
members of the Catholic Church. In politics he
was a Conservative, and he served as township
treasurer for twenty-seven years, and collector
for two years, being succeeded in the fonner office by his son. . The family of James Henry anu
wife consisted of one son and two daughte1·s,
namely : Matthew ; Mary, born in 1853, married
John Moran, a farmer of Maidstone, and has ten
children, James, John, Francis, Thomas, 1\fary,
Catherine, Margaret, H elen, Ann and Lauretta;
Margaret, born in 1856, married John Graham,
of Rochester township, and has six children,
Harry, Frank, Augustus, Archibald, George and
Catherine.
1\fatthew Henry was the eldest of the family,
and he grew to manhood on the homestead. He
was very active in assisting his father to clear
the farm, and since the place has come into his
possession, he has made many substantial improvements.
On April 20, 1880, Air. Henry married Elizabeth Graham, who was born in Rochester township, daughter of Frank and Margaret (Daily)
Grnbarn, one of the old families of the township.
l\Irs. H enry died at the present home, Dec. 17,
1885, aged twenty-eight years, leaving three children: l\Iary, born in 1881, is one of the talented
and successful young teachers of the County of
Essex; Joseph, born in 1883, died in June, 1901;
and Agnes, born in 1884, is a student in the
Windsor Collegiate Institute. In Septembe.r,
1895, Mr. Henry married Elizabeth Gilhuly, born
in 1867, in R.aleigh township, County of Kent, a
daughter of Timothy and Mary (Finland) Gilhuly.
Politically Mr. Henry is identified with the
old Reform party, and since 1878 has served as
tovm treasurer, succeeding his father in that
year. He has administered this office to the entire satisfaction of the community. Both he and
his wife are members of the Catholic Church,
and he is a member of the C.M.B.A., an order
connected with the church. Mr. Henry is one of
1\faidstone's popular and highly respected citi7.ens, and he commands the confidence and est<>em
of all who know him, whether in public capacit.''•
or in social and domestic circles.
THOMAS VOLLANS, proprietor of the Vollans l\Iills, and also of the Champion Mills, at
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Windsor, is not only one of the leading business
men, but is also a descendant of an old and much
respected English family.
!Iis paternal grandfather was a well established agriculturist in England, where his whole
life was passed in the peaceful pursuit of his
calling. His two sons, William and George,
sought a more active life. William became a
soldier in the regular army, and came to Ontario
with the troops, and later went to the Bermuda
Islands, where he died. George is mentioned
below.
George Vollans, the younger son of his
father, came to Ontario in 1829, and -l ocated on
a farm in the bush, in South Sandwich, Concession 5, Lot 5, and at once started to clear the
same. This he accomplished prior to his death,
in 1887, at the age of eighty-three years. lie
bad become a man of affairs, and had served as
assessor of Sandwich township before the pre'sent three-fold division was made. He married
Mira Page, born in Yorkshire, England, daughter of Edmund Page, and to this union was born
a family of eleven children, as follow·s: Thomas;
William, deceased; Edward, deceased; Isaac, a
farmer of Sandwich West; Samuel, a farmer of
Sandwich West; Robert, a farmer of Sandwich
West; Mary Ann, deceased; Harriet, Mrs.
George Gray, of Sandwich; Barbara, Mt·s. Alexander 0 'Neill; Jane, Mrs. J ames Alden, of Sandwich South; and Elizabeth, Mrs. John O'Neill,
of Sandwich South.
Thomas Vollans was born Nov. 29, 1829, at
Prescott, Ont., and he was between eight and
nine years of age when his parents settled in the
County of Essex. As he grew in strength, he
assisted his father in the clearing of the farm of
300 acres. In 1856 he started into business for
himself, embarking in the saw mill business in
Sandwich West, where he continued for twenty
years. Prosperity attended his industry, and
in 1877 he completed the great Champion Flouring Mill, which was followed in 1891 by the still
greater Vollans Flouring Mill, both embodying
the latest ideas, devices and facilities for the
clean, sanitary, rapid and economical conduct of
this very important line of activity. As proprietor of both these important industries, Mr. Vollans displays unusual business ability as well as
technical knowledge. His political sympathy
is with the Liberal party and he served for nine
years as a member of the Sandwich council. His
religious connection has always been with the
Church of England.
.
In 1858 Mr. Vollans was married to Jane
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Ratc:liff, a native of the County of Essex, auJ
these children have been born to them: .\m0lia,
who married Alexander McDowell, and has ouc
dau~htcr, Elsie; Cora, who married '\' illiam j
Smith, of 'l'orouto, and has chilJren, )lildreol
and :\Iarjorie ; Herbert Page, who is iu bnsirH·ss
with his father ; Frank R., mar ried and in busi·
ness with his father; and Thomas Ernest, who is
engaged on the Lakes. The comfortable family
residence is at No. 144 Ouellette Avenue. The
family is prominent in social and reli~ious life
in Windsor.

I

I

JOII~ .A. HISLOP. 'fhc career of a man
who begins life penniless and without powerful
friends, and by his own unaided industry finds
himself in middle life the owner of many broad
acres, and able to take life easily on the fruits of
his earlier t oil, may well inspire courage and a
confidence in one's future. Snch an object lesson is the life of J ohn A. Hislop, a farmer and
carpenter of Gosfield North, County of Essex,
the possessot• of a most p roductive farm of 100
acres on Concession 6, Lot 23. While his whole
life has been passed in Canada, his birth occurred in England, !\l arch 7, 1851.
'l'he paternal grandparents, Alexander and
Christina (Clapperton) H islop, were both born
in 1790, in Scotland, and always lived in that
country. Of tht>ir children, David, l\fargaret,
James, Alexander, Christina, Catherine, J essie
and Charles, aU remained iu Scotland except
Jessie, who mat•ried and went to Australia, and
.Alexander, who came to Canada in 1850.
Alexander Hislop, father of John A., was
born in Glasgow, Oct. 23, 1821. He married
Miss J ane Cra,vford, and moved to England,
where he worked for a few years at his trade,
as a printer on calico and linen goods, etc. In
1850 he embarked in a sailing yessel for Quebec,
reached Canada after a six-weeks' voyage, and
at· first located in Gosfield North, in what was
called the ''Brooker settlement.'' There he
bought wild land and began f arming, but after
several years moved to a farm on Talbot Street.
In April; 1857, his wife died, leaving three children, and the following year Mr. Ilislop went
back to Scotland. He remained there some yenrs
working on the police force, married ag-ain, his
second wife being Miss Margaret McDonald, but
eventually returned to Canada and liYed until
his death with his son John. llis demise occurred May 20. 1899. H is children by his first
marriage were: Jane, the wife of James Drookcr,
of Gosfield Nort.h; Catherine, who cl ied h ,:!'irl-
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hood; and John A. By the second marriage also
there were three children: Alexander, of Alpena,
Michigan; Annie, the wife of John McDonald,
of Michigan; and Christina, Mrs. Joseph Myers,
of Gosfield North.
J ohn A. Hislop was only six years old when
his mother died and from that time he was
brought up in Gosfield South in the family of
Thomas Squires. He received a fairly good edu·
cation in the Olinda public schools and when
nineteen years of age left !fir. Squires and began
earning his own way. He worked for different
farmers till he earned enough to buy a farm, and
in .april, 1876, purchased the wild land from
which his present estate bas been developed.
That first year Mr. Hislop built the house which
is still his home, and there took his young wife
to begin their married life in their own home.
It meant hard labor for both, with little intermission, to make an independent livelihood under
such conditions, but they persevered, and year by
year found themselves more firmly established,
until now 1\fr. Hislop is counted among the wellto-do farmers of the township.
Mr. Hislop's wife, who shared his early barnships so bravely, was Miss Olga Orton, daughter
of Zenas and Margaret (Lovelace) Orton. She
was born in Gosfield South, in December, 1854,
and was reared and educated at the Orton homestead. They have had a family of eight children,
namely: Otto, born in April, 1877, who married
1\Iiss Cinderella P ease, and lives on his own farm
in Gosfield, in Concession 6; Euart A., born Nov.
!4, 1879; Laura M:., born in November, 1881,
who died in 1884; Vernor E., born Jan. 10, 1885;
Pearl B., in August, 1887; Thorborn E., who was
born July 2, 1890, and died in April, 1891; Olga,
Feb. 18, 1892, and Myrtle L., Jan. 10, 1897.
P olitically Mr. Hislop bas always upheld the
Liberal party. Religiously, while not a mem'ber
o.f any denomination, he and his wife are regular supporters of church work; he was brought
up in the Presbyterian Church, and Mrs. Hislop in the Methodist. In fraternal circles Mr.
Hislop is also well known, belonging to Beaver
Lodge, No. 82, I .O.O.F., at Ruthven. That Mr.
Hislop is both energetic and capable is proved
by his success, and his friends and neighbors
bear testimony as well to his integrity, his faith·
fulness to his convictions, and his kindly cordial
nature. ·
EDMOND McCARTHY, a prominent farmer
of Sandwich South, residing on the 6th Concession, on the farm where he was born Aug. 5,

1864, is a son of James and Ann (Kilroy) McCarthy, both born in Canada, and pioneers of
the County of Essex.
The paternal grandfather came to Canada at
a very early day, and settled in Sandwich South.
His son, James McCarthy, is still living and is a
successful merchant of Detroit. He married
Ann Kilroy, daughter of Lawrence and Bridget
Kilroy, who came from Ireland in 1836, settling
in Sandwich South, and made a comfortable
home in the wilderness. ~irs. McCarthy died
April 16, 1873, leaving four children, who were
reared in the home of their grandfather Kilroy.
These children were: (1) Katie; born in 1862,
went when still a child to California with her
aunt, Sarah Kilroy (now Mrs. Sarah Andrews,
of California), with whom she grew· to womanhood, and married James Lee, also of California;
they have a family. (2) Sarah, born in 1866, is
now the wife of J ohn Battersby, and they reside.
on a portion of the old Kilroy homestead, in
Sandwich South; they have six children: James,
Edward, Annie, Leo, Gregory and Raymond.
(3) Agnes, born in 1870, grew to womanhood at
her grandfather's, where she received a fair education, and she is now the widow of Patrick
0 'Neil, who was killed in a railroad accident in
Toledo, Ohio, in 1893. She has a son, William
0 'Neil, who resides with his mother and our
subject at the Kilroy homestead. (4) Edmond,
our subject, was fourth in the family.
. Edmond McCarthy was educated in the district schools, and remained with his grandparents until the old grandfather died in 1882.
When the grandmother died in 1891, she left
Edmond as manager of the homestead, and there
he still lives and is very succ~ssful in his work.
The grandparents Kilroy were among the
founders of the Catholic Church in this section,
and were devout members of it. :Mr. McCarthy
has always been identified with the old Liberal
party, and in 1899 he was elected a member of
the council of this district, which position he still
fills, and has been elected by acclamation fonr
separate times. Religiously, like his grandparents, he is a consistent member of the Catholic
Church, as are the remainder of his family. He
is a young man of a high order of intelligence
and possesses the ability to make his ventures
pay. He is well and favorably known in the
neighborhood, and is numbered among the representative men of Sandwich South.
·
CLEl\IAQUE J ANISSE, one of t.he undertakers of Windsor, is directly descended from
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one of the earliest settlers of the County of Essex, the family tracing back to Francois J anisse .
who emigrated to the county early in the eighteenth century, locating where the Canadian
Pacific station now stands in Windsor. By occupation he was a carpenter af.ld builder, and
he assisted in the erection of the first church
building in Detroit. In his family was a son,
Hypolite, who married Arehang<: Langlois, and
they had these children: Hypolite, Francois,
Ceriel, Florence, Susan, Victor, Antoine, Tatice
and Liguette.
Of this family Francois was born in Sandwich East in 1796, and followed farming the
greater portion of his life. His wife was named
Euphronie St. Louis and their children were:
Charles, Sarah, J erome, Patrick, Cleophas and
'fhomas. After the death of bis first wife, Francois J anisse married Archange Belar and they
had eight children: Joseph, Salome, Odel, F ebronie, Clemaque, Emilie, Clement and Eliza.
Clemaque J anisse was born in Sandwich East,
June 7, 1848, and for a number of years was a
farmer in that locality. While a resident there
he acted as reeve of the township, and always
took a great interest in the success of his party,
he being a stanch Refotmer. In 1895 Mr. Janisse disposed of his farm, and settling in Windsor embarked in an undertaking business which
he has pursued ever since.
In 1873 1\fr. Janisse was united in marria~e
with Miss :Marie Reaume, and the following children have been born to them : Blanche, George,
Marie, Raymond, Ferdinand (deceased), Armand, Beatrice, Arthur, Leo, Anna, Cecil and
Alfred, deceased. Both 1\Ir. and Mrs. J anisse
are members of the Roman Catholic Church, in
which faith they have reared their family. Fraternally he is a member of the C.l\I.B.A. lie is
highly respected in the community, and is a man
of sterling worth and high character, while his
family is well and favorably known.
. JOHN WA '!'SON, one of the prominent retired farmers of the County of Essex, located
on Lot 12, Concession 7, was born on his present
home, in January, 1843, son of James and Elizabeth (Raycroft) Watson, old pioneers of the
county.
J ames Watson, the father, was born in 1800,
in Ireland, and his wife in 1806, at Kingston,
Ont. The former came to the Dominion in
young manhood, accompanied by two brothers,
Thomas, who died at Kingston; and William,
who emigrated to the Cape of Good Hope, and
I
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died thcl'e. James Watson marril·d at Kin!!.;fon,
whel'e he worked for some tiwc at his t radt: <•f
shoemaker, prior to comiug to Sandwich, coutmuing that work here until the death of hi,; wif··.
in JS.jl. lie then settled down on his lnnJ, an•l
engaged in farmiug. lie bonl!ht 100 aert:s of
wild land, when he came to Sandwich, auJ crcc:tetl a little log hou!lc, and it was in this home ltis
wife died. Their children were: ( 1 ) ) l ary J .,
bom in Detroit, marri~J Chades ~I<:(; ri);:.:au.
who settled at Alpena, l\lichigan, where slw Jj,.J,
leaving children, Jam<>s, John, William, Lizzie,
Annie, Kate and Mary. (2) Hob<.'rt, !torn in
Canada, marricJ a :Miss Collins, and st·ttlell iu
Sandwich South, where he dic<.ll<.'a ving a widow
and these children, St<>phcn, Percival, ~arah,
Ida, Jessie anJ. Uaria. (3) John. ( 4 ) Henry,
born in 1847, in Sandwich, married Ellen H urst,
and }i,·cd in Sandwich until the tleath of his
wife, in 1876, when he removed to )fontana,
whct·e he still lives, and has children, Bir1l, R(Jhert and )fary. ( 5) Elizabeth, born in 1850 is
the wife of Thomas Port<>r, a <'arpcnt er at Windsor, and they have th<>se children, James, William, Edward, Annie, )fable, Bertha, H aul and
Esth<>r.
John Watson, tl1e third member of the abo\'(>
f amil:-·, enjoyed few ec.lucational ndvantages, his
time bein~ spent during boyhood in assisting in
the clearing of the farm. lie became his father's
fnt·m manal-'(('r, settling down on the homcst('nll
after marrin~e. To the original farm he ndd<'d
ei:rhty ncres. and now has the entire rstate almost clenr<>d nntl mHler cultivntion. lli~ improvements arc substantial nnJ appropriatr, and
his many n<'W Lniltlin~s adtl much to 'the attractiwn('sS nnd value or his place. H e has now
retired from active fanning life, but the work b\'
h<>g-an is carried fonvat·d by his son, \Yilliam F .
)fr. Watson was marriecl in October, 1875, to
~liss :'lfnry .A. ~fcDonalrl, horn at Wintlsor in
18::>6, the adopted dau~hter of .Ja<'ob ntHl :\Iar!!aret I1onsbury, one of the promin<'nt pion<>er
fnmilics of the section. For r;ome yl'a!'ll prior
to hrr marringe, l\lrs. Watson was a tral'lwr in
the County of Es..<ie:t. The children horn to this
union were: \Vilbcrt diecl fiJ!<'ll ninl' yra!'ll:
Laura di<>d in youn~ womanhood; Clara n., alS<.~
in young womanhoou, died on the r;am(' cln~·. pror;trated by diphtheria: J,iu:ic and F.sthl'r ar<> hoth
deceased, the latter d~;n~ in <'hildhoocl. hut thtformer in beautiful Youn~ womanhood; William
F .. born in 1876, ~1arrird :'.fatHl )fn,\·nnr!l in
1902, and they 1ive nt the old homE'st<'ncl : Ethel.
born in 1886, an educated young lad~·. is nt home;
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James, born in 1889 ; Earl born in 1891; Pearl,
born in 1894; Della, born in 1896; and Esther,
born in 1898.
Religiously l\ir. and ~Irs. Watson are members of the Methodist Church, of which he has
long been an active supporter, following in the
footsteps of his father, \\'ho was one of its faithful stewat·ds. Politically he is identified with
the Government party. :Mr. Watson is one of·
the very highly esteemed pioneer settlers of the
county, respected by all who know him. He is
a man of genial presence and kind and generous
disposition, and has hosts of friends among his
neighbors. His influence has always been cast
on the side of morality, temperance and education, in his locality, and it is due to such men
as he is that Sandwich South stands so high in
general esteem.
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SAl\IUEL l\IcKEKZI E. Among the leading
farmers of Sandwich South, whose undertakings
seem uniformly successful, is Samuel McKenzie,
who resides upon a fine farm in Lot 16, Concession 10. He was born in Berwickshire, Scotland,
Oct. 13, 1843, son of George and· Margaret
(Dodds) McKenzie, old pioneers of this county.
George l\IcKenzie was born in Scotland, as
was his wife, and they came to Canada in 1854,
first settling in Hamilton, Out., where he worked
at his trade of brickmaker. In 1860 they moved
to Windsor, and there lived 1p1til 1866, when he
removed to a farm of fifty acres which he had
purchased in 1861. There he started as a farmer, erecting a little log cabin on his property.
Success attended his efforts, and in a few years
h~ purchased 100 acres more. As time went on
improvements we~e made, and the little cabin
gave way to the modern farmhouse now standing. I n this new home the father died in 1871,
and the mother in 1876. They were consistent
members of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, but joined the :Methodist Church after
coming to Canada. Of their four children, two
died in childhood in Scotland, and James and
Samuel were the survivors.
James 11fcKenzie, the younger of the two, was
b<>rn in Scotland in 1848, and was educated in
t he schools of his native land and in those of
Canada. He worked upon the home farm until
his marriage; after which he assumed its man. ageme11t, and there he died in 1892, leaving his
wife, Lillie (McKinzie) McKenzie, a native of
the County of Kent, and four children: Jessie,
George, William and Nelson, all born at their
p resent home in Sandwich South.

Samuel McKenzie was a student in the schools
of Hamilton, Ont., after he came to Canada, and
he also went to school at Windsor. For one year
he was engaged in the shipping of cattle from
Windsor, but after his parents removed to Sandwich South he came to the farm and assisted
them in making a home. Later he became manager of this property.
In February, 1871, 1\'lr. McKenzie mal'l'ieu
11liss Eliza Jane Logan, a native of Scotland,
born .Aug. 30, 1848, daughter of Peter and Hannah (Ure) Logan, who were born and married in
Scotland. I n 1850 they came to Amherstburg,
and he followed his trade of blacksmith until
about 1869, when he purchased a farm in Sandwich East, and there lived until his death, which
occurred in August, 1887, when he was seventyseven years of age. His wife died at the home
of her daughter, Mrs. McKenzie, in 1\!arch, 1889,
Both were
also seventy-seven years of age.
members of the l\fethodist Church. Mrs. :Mck enzie was educated in the schools of Amherstburg. Mr. and 1\lrs. McKenzie moved t o the little log house on the homestead, and there lived
five years. This property he had purchased prior
to his marriage, and in 1875 they moved into the
house in which they now reside, he having cleared
up the entire farm and added fifty acres, besides
aiding his father pay for the latter's homestead.
l!:ight children were born to Mr. and 1\!rs. McKenzie, four of whom, Margaret H ., John Adam,
1\gness J. and Samuel, died in childhood; the
others are: George A., born in August, 1874;
Fred P., in 1877; James A., in 1883; and Isabella J., in August, 1887. All are unmarried and
at home.
Religiously 1\lr. and 1\frs. McKenzie are members of the Methodist Church, and they are very
liberal contributors to its support. Mr. McKenzie is a steward of the church, and bas been a
class leader for twenty-five years.
For many
years he has been Sunday School superintendent
for his district. Politically he is one of the independent voters of his district, but he can ·always be depended upon to support the best man
£or the office, regardless of party lines.
Although well fitted for public office, he would
never allow his name to be used, feeling that his
private affairs were sufficiently numerous to absorb his attention. He is a stanch t emperance
worker, and was instrumental in forming the
Gold Star Temperance Society, of Sandwillh
South, of which he was president; he .also helped
to organize the Patr oos of l ndustry. Mr. Me-
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Kenzie is one of the progressive, enterprising
farmers of his locality, and is a man who is richly
deserving of the success which has come to him.
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After his marriage he continued for some time
to live at the home in Gosfield South, but aften/1
some years bought his present property in Gosr
field I\orth, a farm on Concession 7, Lot 251
JOIIX HAWKES, of Gosfield North, is a which he has brought from wild land to its existr
farmer of that section who has forged his way ing state of high cultivation. He has put uJ)
unaided from a very humble beginning to wealth good barns, etc., and in 1891 erected a handsome
and affiuence. He was born in Mersea, County brick residence.
On Feb. 16, 1867, 1\liss Margaret Lane be· o..: Bssex, April 7, 1840, son of Thomas and Mary
came :!\Irs. John Hawkes. She was born in the
(Crump) Hawkes.
County of Essex, Feb. 21, 1846, daughter of
Thomas Hawkes and his wife were both born
iu Gloucestershire, England, he in 1799, and she J ohn and Ella (Hall) Lane, of Canada and
some years later. They were married there, and Scotland, respectively. To Mr. and Mrs. Hawkes
came to Canada in 1837, settling first in :Mohawk have come eleven children: (1) Charles, the eldand then in :Mersea. Mr. Hawkes was a. carpen- est, died in young manhood, not long after his
ter by trade, and followed contracting and build- marriage to Miss Sylvia Philips, of Olinda. (2)
ing. Later in life he moved to Gosfield South, Esther is the wife of Frank Wilcox, of Gosfield,
and located for a time on Concession 4 before and has four children, Thorborn, Ella, ~fabel,
moving to his permanent residence, on a farm in and Lula. (3) Sherman married Miss 1\fary
Concession 5, Lot 23, where his last years were Burke, and resides on Concession 9, in Gosfield.
spent. His wife passed away Jan. 17, 1869, aged His children are, Eric, Forest and Ruby. (4)
sixty-seven years, fifteen days, and l1e himself Ella is the wife of George Cowell, of Gosfield.
passed away a few years later, Sept. 11, 1875, (5) Horatio married Miss Elma Humber, of Gosaged seventy-six years, nve months. In their relig- neld North, and they reside on the town line in
ious belief they were both members of the Church Gosfield North, and have two daughters, Velma
of England, and in politics 1\Ir. Hawkes was a and Enduna. (6) Ernest, (7) Minnie, (8) CarmembeL· of the Reform party. Eight children rie, (9) Anna, (10) Edward, and (11) F lorcomposed their family, the first three born in . ence reside at home.
·E ngland. (1) Rachel (deceased) was the wife of
Mr. Hawkes has never been in any sense a
\villiam Brigham, of Olinda; she was the mother politician, although he supports the Reform
of five children, Mary, George, Alcina, Alice and party, and has always been active in any matters
William. (2) Ruth, wife of John Fox, of affecting the welfare of his community; he is
Olinda, died leaving no children. (3) Rose (de- of the best type of citizen, public-spirited and
ceased) was the wife of Hiram Lane, a farmer energetic, with no self-seeking in any of his acof 1\iersea, to whom she bore two children, Hora- tivity in general affairs. In r eligious questions
tio and Isabel. ( 4) Thomas, a farmer of Grand he upholds the doctrines of the Church of EngRapids, Michigan, married Eliza A. Stewart, land. Upright in character, scrupulously honand is the father of five children, Judson, Hen- est both in motive and in act, M:r. Hawkes has
rietta, Adolphus, 1\Iary J. and Maxon. (5). 1\fary the unstinted respect of his fellows, while his
married George Irwin, lives near Leamington, warm heart and a nature generous almost to a
and has three daughters, Maria, Ruby and Ber· fault have led him to perform many an act of
tha. (6) John is mentioned below. (7) David, sympathy or charity which has endeared him
born in 1843, married Miss Elizabeth Davison, greatly to his friends and neighbors.
of the County of Essex, moved to Assiniboia,
and there was killed by a stroke of lightning. His
ANTOINE DAIGNEAU, one of the progres'Widow still remains in the North-West with her sive young farmers of Tilbury North township
eleven children, Edward, Catherine, James, Rac- and member of the township council, is a wellhel, Ruth, Gordon, Olive, Edward, Lewis, Mary known agriculturist and road and bridge conM. and George. (8) Edward, born in 1848, mar- tractor. He was born near the city of Montreal,
ried Miss· Jane Royal, and l1as one daughter, in the Province of Quebec, l\fay 28, 1864.
Bernice. He is living in Leamington, a retired
The Daigneau family bas lived in Lower Canfarmer.
ada over. two hundred and fifty years. The name
John Ha,vkes received his early education in was originally spelled Daigneault, but since the
the schools of Olinda, and until he grew up was family settled in Ontario the "lt" has been dropalways employed more or less about the farm. ped. Desire Daigneau, father of Antoine, was
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also a native of Quebec, born near 1\'Iontreal,
where he was engaged in farming for twenty
years, and also in lumbering. In 1869 he ca.me
with his family to Ontado, locating in Dover
township, County Kent, where he farmed for
ten years before removing to County Essex.
Locating on what is now Concession 6, Lot 18, in
Tilbury North township, he bought a tract of
land on which he made improvements and where
he spent the remainder of his life. He died. on
the l.arm Nov. 23, 1900, and was buried in the
cemetery of St. Francis Church, Tilbury, of
which he was a member. He was a stanch Liberal, but never an office seeker.
Desire Daigneau married, in the Province of
Quebec, Miss Victoria Pitre, ·who is still living
and is cared for by her son and daughter-in-law
on the homestead; she is seventy-five years old,
but is still quite active. She, too, is a member of
the Catholic Church, attending at Tilbury. Four
children were born to this union: Olivine, married to Medore Godreau, and residing in Tilbury; Arthemise, wife of David King, of Chatham; a son who died in infancy ; and Antoine.
Antoine Daigneau was: but four years old
when he came to Ontario with his parents and
lived in Dover township, County Kent. There
he attended school and.learned both English and
French. He came to North Tilbury township
with his father and worked on the farm with him
un~il 1887, when he assumed charge of the place,
wh1ch he has been operating ever since. To the
original tract of 100 acres he has added 100
acres in ~lalden township which he also operates,
thus havmg under his management 200 acres of
land. He built a fine brick dwelling-house on the
homestead in 1903,.fitted up in accordance with
all the latest ideas, and made many other improvements on the farm. He is also · engaged
quite extensively in contract work on roads
bridges, etc.
'
On Nov. 25, 1888, 1\fr. Daigneau married, in
Amherstburg, Emma Reaume, who was born in
that place, a daughter of Antoine and Angelle
(Bastien) Reaume. The mother has passed
away, and the father is living ·in retirement in Amherstburg, where he is well known
and very highly respected. Seven children have
been born to 1\fr. and Mrs. Daigneau: Joseph·
Arthur, clerk in a store in Tilbury; Everett, at
horne; Laura, who died young; Philias at home·
Louis Wilfred, at home; Oscar, who died whe~
two years old; and Desire, at horne. Mrs. Daigneau was educated in the public schools of Am.herstburg and in St. Joseph's Academy, in that

town, where she fitted herself for teaching and
for six years taught school in the public schools
o£ County Essex, principally in Tilbury; even
after her marriage she taught two years, and
still acts as substitute when occasion requires it.
She is a lady of culture and refinement, unusually well educated, is devoted to her husband and
her children, and takes a special pride in her
home, which she has made very attractive.
Mr. Daigneau was elected a member of the
township council in 19{)1 on the Liberal ticket,
and was re-elected in 1902-03. He is a stanch
supporter of his party. The family are all members of St. Francis Catholic Church in Tilbury.
Mr. Daigneau is a member of the I ndependent
Order of Foresters at Tilbury. He is a man of
untiring industry, able and public-spirited, and
commands the respect of all who know him.
ALBERT E. EVANS,. a progressive and
prosperous farmer of Mersea township, is a son
of Joseph and Catherine (Hammersley) Evans,
and grandson of James and Sarah (Deville)
Evans, of Staffordshire, England.
James Evans was a rnaltster and innkeeper
for many years in his native Staffordshire.
Tempted by the great opportunities offered in the
New World, with his family, he came to America,
and after a voyage of seven weeks arrived in
New York. By way of Buffalo, they made the
journey to their destination in the County of
Wellington, Ont., where he rented a farm, operating 200 acres of land until 1883. That year he
retired from active work and moved to Guelph,
where his death occurred in 1$91. His widow,
Sarah Deville, died at Toronto in l\Iay, 1903, and
they were both buried in the Kerland Cemetery.
Politically James Evans was a Liberal, and religiously both he and his wife were :Methodists.
They had seven children : George L., a farmer
and stockraiser in l\Iersea township; Joseph;
Smith, a farmer on the old homestead; James,
engaged in the grocery business at Leamington;
Sarah, who married William Broughton, of
Bright; Annie, who married John McLean, of
Toronto, and Bessa, deceased, who married Jerry
Woodhouse.
Joseph Evans was born in the County of Wel.lington. Owing to the unsettled condition of
the country, schools were few and far between.
In 1870 he removed to Mersea township, County
of Essex, where he purchased 100 acres of land
in its primitive state, subsequently becoming the
owner of 145 acres adjoining. By nature he v;•as
endowed with a vast amount of energy, and h e
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set to work, undaunted by the seemingly endless
task of clearing his land for farming purposes.
He was systematic as well as practical, and was
soon able to realize substantial returns for the
labor expended. Of sober, industrious habits,
and genial and hospitable disposition, no man
in the to'vnship ranked higher in the estimation
of the people of the community. He died l\Iay
22, 1888, in t he prime of life. His wife, Catherine P. Hammersley, to whom he was married
March 15, 1864, bore him the following children:
.Albert E.; George; H erbert J., who died in infancy; Ida, wife of Robert Waters, of IIarrow,
Ont.; Jeanette, wife of Colin Young, of Caledonia, Ont.; Nelson; and Enoch.
J ohn Hammersley, the father of Mrs. Catherine (Hammersley) Evans, was born in Staffordshire, England, and he came to Canada in
his young manhood, working at Dumfries, near
Galt. He married Janet Niven, and died in
1854, leaving four children: Catherine P., Mrft.
Evans; Robert, of Hespeler; Sarah Evans, of
Puslinch; and Isabella Black, of Hespeler. ~Ir11.
Hammersley survived her husband and died
April 21, 1881. H er father came from Perthshire, Scotland, when quite young, and settled
at Niagara, where he died in 1851. Besides :Mrs.
Hammersley, he had five sons: Robert and William, farmers; David, a Presbyterian minister;
Alexandria, a civil engineer; and Jonathan, a
farmer.
Albert E. Evans was born in the County of
Wellington Feb. 17, 1865, and was brought in
childhood to Mersea township, which bas since
been his home. After his youngest brother had
attained his majority, the homestead was divided among the heirs, Albert E. receiving
seventy acres. On this he has erected a commodions frame dwelling, and substantial barns and
out buildings. H is entire place has a neat and
attractive appearance, and his fields and orchards are kept in fine condition, yielding good
returns for the intelligent and constant care
lavished upon them. Like his father, Mr. Evans
is not afraid of work, and his practical ideas
have enabled him to spend his strength wisely
and well. His business methods are honorable
und upright, and he has the merited esteem of
all who 1.-now him.
On J une 9, 1897, in Leamington, :Mr. Evans
was married to Clora Foster, daughter of James
and Sarah ( Derbyshire) F oster. T wo children
have been born to t hem: Edith, born Jan. 28,
1899; and Owen, born Feb. 10, 1903. :Mr. Evans
belongs to the Canadian Order of Odd F.ellows,

I

459

and both he and his wife are active members of
the )lethodist Church.
/
ROSE OSBORNE, a lumber manufacture1r
of Gosfi eld North, of the firm of Osborne Bros.,
and also a farmer on Lot 17, Concession 9, is
one of the prominent and public-spirited citizens of his township. lie was born in the township of Winfleet, County of Weiland J uly 5,
1863, son of Rose and Elizabeth (Whitney) Osborne.
·
The parents were both born in Huntingdonshire, E ngland, the father in 1831, and the
mother in 1824. After their marriage they set
out for Canada, taking passage to Quebec, and
after eight weeks on the ocean they finally
reached their desti.nation. They kept on to Buffalo, where they landed, and then went to the
County of Weiland. Settling on wild land
there, Mr. Osborne cleared it and there for some
years made a home. I n 1868, after t welve years
there, he removed to the County of Essex and
bought 100 acres in Gosfield North, Concession
B. The following year be died, and his widow
was left with her five sons to develop their new
property into a comfortable home. She died
Dec. 3, 1901, greatly beloved for her many virtues and noble Christian character. Mr. Osborne was a consistent member of the Baptist
Church.
(1) William Osborne, the eldest son of Rose
and Elizabeth Osborne, grew \tp on the farm and
helped to care for his younger brothers. H e
married Miss Annie J. Armstrong, of the County
of Essex, and they lived on a part of the old
homestead. They have had six children, Ethel,
Maud, Clarence, Ray, John E., and Ella. (2)
Thomas, the second son, married Miss Phoebe
Haycock, of Gosfield Nor th. He resides on his
part of the estate, and has four children, Rev.
Roy (a Methodist minister), Lida, Merle and
Orlie. (3) Samuel, unmarried, is the senior
partner of the flrm of Osborne B ros. (4 ) E dward married Miss Ina Jariette, born in ~!alden,
daughter of George and Jane Jariette; t hey live
on a farm in Gosfield, on Concession 9, and are
the parents of May, Leslie and I va. (5) Rose
is the subject proper of this sketch.
Rose Osborne grew up under his mother's
care and direction, received a fair education in
the schools of the to,vnship, and continued to
work at home till fifteen years of age. Then be
worked at carpentry till twenty years of age
He and his brother Samuel then engaged four
years in boring· wells in different parts of the

460

,
:

:;•'
I
i

·'

.

;
'

.,'

.. '

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

county, and in 1888 started in their present line.
They bought land in Lot 17, Gosfield North,
erected a sawmill, and followed lumbering as
their r egular occupation. In 1895 they were
burnt out, but rebuilt the same year, and have
continued their business up to the present . Over
100 acres of the land has been clear ed of tim·
ber, and they have converted the property into
good farms, with houses, barns and all necessary
improvements.
On Sept. 28, 1887, shortly after his twentyfourth birthday, Mr. Osborne was married to
Miss Mary E. Dunbar, who was born in the
County of Druce, Jan. 1, 1867, daughter of
Thomas and Mary Dunbar, of a prominent family of the county, who still reside there. Mr.
and Mrs. Dunbar have six living children. Mr.
and ~Jrs. Osborne have three children: Violet E.,
born in 1888; Arthur W., born in 1890; and
Wilfred T., born in 1895.
Rose Osborne, with his brothers; is a member
of the old Reform party, in which his father
before him was active. He served two yea.rs as
school trustee, resigning in 1904 to become one
of the councillors of Gosfield North, and has also
taken the oath of Justice of the Peace for the
County of Essex. He and his brother are charter members of the Order of Foresters Lodge
No. 3435, Cottom. The family are among the old
settlers in this section, and· are public-spirited
citizens, highly esteemed for tehri exemplary
characters. The younger generation, to which
our subject belongs, is worthily upholding the
family name for honesty and manliness.
ROBERT J. JACKSON, farmer and stock
raiser, and a member of the Tilbury West township council, is a man well and favorably known
and he was born in this township on Lot 7, Middle Road, June 22, 1858, a son of Thomas Jackson.
Thomas Jackson was born in I reland, and
there married, at Belfast, Mary Jane Price·, and
with his wife in 1843 made a six weeks' voyage
across the Atlantic from Belfast to Quebec. JFrom
that city the young couple came to Ontario by
stage, and located in Tilbury West township,
County of Essex, taking up· a tract of land in
the Col. Talbot grant. This property Thomas
cleared in part. During those early days there
were no roads, bridges or other results of civilization. Wild animals came boldly into the very
dooryards. Flour had to be carried from Detroit
on horseback, and cornmeal was brought from
Chatham, the journey after these necessities tak-
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ing a week. After he had cleared off a portion
of his land Thomas Jackson exchanged it for 100
acres in Lot 7, Middle Road, where he built a
log house. All of his life was spent in hard labor, and ~ received but little remuneration for
some of it. As an instance of the meager wages
paid for work in those days may be cited the fact
that for cutting through a portion of the Middle
Road he received four dollars a month. In politics he was a stanch Conservative, and he acted
as school trustee.
While a member of the English Church in
uis native land, he found no church of that denomination in his new home, so he and his wife
attended the services of the Methodist Church.
In addition to his home property Thomas Jackson bought other land, which he divided among
his sons, although he retained 300 acres for himself. He died in 1864, and was buried in St.
George's cemetery, Tilbury West township. Mr.
Jackson was warden of the Loyal Orange Association, No. 1198, and £lied the office of master
in that organization. His wife, who bravely and
uncomplainingly shared his trials and hardships
as a pioneer, died on the homestead at the age
of seventy-seven years, and was also interred in
St. George's cemetery.
The children born to this worthy couple were
as follows: Sarah married George Elliott, and
r esides in Fresno, California.
E:dward, born
April 6, 1845, is engaged in farming on the :Middle Road; he married in 1871 Lydiia Buchanan,
and they have four children, Nellie (married
Gordon Morris), Olive (a teacher in Comber),
and Sarah and Samuel (both at home) . Samuel,
born Oct. 8, 1846, is engaged in farming on the
Middle Road ; he married Letta CuEien and they
have had four children, Edward (who was killed
while hunting, by a shotgun, in 1900, his arm being blown off), Eva (who died at the age of £ve
years), Mamie (at home), and a child who died
in infancy. Mary married Dr. J'ohn Golden.
Susan married Joseph Alexander Buchanan. Matilda married George E. Morris, of Tilbury West.
Robert J. is mentioned below.
Joseph and
Thomas both died young.
Robert J. Jackson spent his boyhood days on
the home farm, and attended the public schools
of his neighborhood. Prom the time of his father's death he has conducted the homestead farm,
and has leased, in addition to the 70 acres of that
place, 90 and 40 acres, now operating 200 acres.
Having p.lways been engaged in farming, be thoroughly understands every detail of the work, and
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is well fitted to succeed, and he is now one of the was very wealthy, owning several ships1 and was
most extensive stock growers and farmers of his a prominent judge in New York for over twenty
years, being judge of the high court. He had
township.
two
sons who became prominent attorneys, and
On July 7, 1879, Mr. Jackson was married, at
both
held high rank during the Revol utionary
Chatham, by Rev. Peter Philipps, D.D., to Miss
Emma J . Smith, who was born in North Branch, War, being major-generals in the Colonial army.
John Smith1 Mrs. Jackson's grandfather, and
1\lichigan, ,Jan. 9, 1862, daughter of Reuben and
Amanda (Buchanan) Smith, and the following . father of Reuben, was educated for the profesfamily have been born to this union: Thomas, sion of attorney, but did not engage as such exwho is engaged in farming on the l\falden Road, cmsively. At one time he operated a ferry, aml
married Lottie Smith, and they have one daugh- he owned many hundred acres of land in the viter, l\Iary E. :1\Iahlon, who resides in Fresno, Cal- cinity of Cobourg, Ont., being wealthy. It was
ifornia, is an accomplished musician, and a pop- said he was never obliged to do a day's work.
ular and successful teacher of the piano. Clar- He married :Mary Kenyon, of Kingston, and to
ence, J ohn Wesley, Joy, Susie and Matilda l\faria them was born a large family. ?~Irs. Smith lived
are all at home. They are bright young people to the great age of eighty-seven years, dying in
and important factors in the social life of the Detroit, where she had made her home with her
township, the older members of the family being grandson, Charles Lature, whom she had reared
thorough musicians, instrumental and vocal. from infancy. In this connection it may be
Clarence is an expert drummer and has given mentioned that she reared the families of two
evidence of his skill on various occasions.
of her children. The daughter's husband died,
In 1897 Mr. J ackson was elected a member of leaving two young children, Chades and Annie
the township council, and has held that office Lature, who were reared by their grandmother
continuously ever since, being a. public-spirited in the State of Missouri, their mother teaching
man and a firm advocate of all measures calcu- school. She also cared for the children of her
lated to advance the best interests of the town- son Reuben's first marriage, after their mother
ship. He advocates good roads, good bridges died. Being an earnest Christian woman, she
and good public improvements of all kinds. taught them all the principles of true religion,
Though a stanch Conservative, he is broad- and they lived to do her honor. Charles Lature
minded enough to recognize the fact that there went into business in Detroit, keeping a store,
are good points about other parties, but honestly and at his earnest desire his grandmother made
believes that the party of which he is so honored her home with him until her death. Her husa member conserves the best interests of the com- band left her well provided for, but she shared
munity at large. He is a member of the Loyal her property with her boys.
Orange · Association at Comber, of which he
Reuben Smith was the youngest of his parserved as master some fifteen ye.ars, and has been ents' large family. Being quite young when his
its stay in years past. When he resigned, at the father died, he was not educated for any profesend of that time, he was presented with a hand- mon, and after reaching manhood he was ensome jeweled emblem of the order. Since he was gaged in farming at North Branch, Michigan,
twenty years old be has been the sole :fifer of the until he removed to Canada. He volunteered
organization. He and his wife are consistent for service in the Union Army during the Civil
members of the Methodist Church, and their door War, in which J1e served two years, taking part
has been opened to the society on many occasions, in the hottest fights, and he was one of the few
Mr. Jackson being ever ready to give aid and of his command who escaped uninjured. Resupport to the church his father loved so well. turning home on a furlough, he came to Canada
lie and Mrs. Jackson are highly respected for the benefit of his health, and as there were
throughout the neighborhood, and Mr. Jackson only a few battles fought after that he was peris accounted one of the substantial men of the suaded to remain here. He traded his farm of
township.
200 acres in Lapeer County, Michigan, for a fruit
Reuben Smith, 1\Irs. Jackson's father, was a farm near Sandwich, County of Essex, and there
native of New York State, \vhere his grand- passed the remainder of his days. His death ocfather, and the great-grandfather of Mrs. Jack- curred Aug. 14, 1899, at t he home of his daughson, had settled upon coming to America from ter Mary, Mrs. Sidney Smith, when he was sixtyEngland, the country of his birth. The latter eight years old. Mr. Smith married Amanda
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Buchanan, a native of the township of Tilbury Albert, a resident of Chatham, Ont.; George Wil\Vest, County of Essex, Oot., ·who died in 1.866, loughby of this sketch; Arthur, a manufacturer
at the early age of twenty-four years. Like her of Leamington; and Alice, widow of Charles
husband, she was a member of the Methodist Allen, of Leamington. The mother of this famChurch. She was the inother of four children, ily belonged to the Presbyterian Church. She
who were reared by their grandmother Smith, died in Comber and was interred in :St. George's
namely: Lear.ne, who is now a prominent lumber cemetery. James Pound was a soldier under
merchant of Manitoulin Island, and who married the Duke of Wellington in the campaign against
Agnes .Ainslie, of Comber; Mary, wife of Sidney Napoleon; he was also a soldier in the War of
Smith, a farmer of Ruscom, Ont., who owns sev- 1812-13, and was present at the storming of the
eral hundred acres of timberland; Emma J., Mrs. · city of Washington.
GeorgQ Willoughby Ludlam, or William, as
Jackson, of Comber; and Elizabeth, married to
Dr. Charles N. Anderson, of Leamington, Ont. he is locally called, attended school in his native
}'or his second wife ·Mr. Smith married Mrs. place until he r eached the age of fourteen, when
:Mary Ann (Little) Hurst, by whom he had a the family removed to the County o:l1 Essex, and
family of seven : George and Herbert, both of in all the changes attended school whenever pracwhom are ranchmen of Calgary, Canada; Wil- ticable. He learned the trade of blacksmith
liam, a farmer in the County of Essex; David, under his father, with whom he remained until
of Es.<;;ex; Daniel, a farmer of the County of Es- 1875, when be started into farming. He first
sex; Hattie, married to Charles Greaves, a far- rented a farm of 200 acres, which was owned by
mer of the County of Essex; and Catherine, wife his father in Rochester township, and this he operated for three years. Then he came to Comber
of J ohn Greaves, also a farmer in this county.
and entered into partnership with John Elliott
GEORGE WILLOUGHBY LUDLAM, a in a livery business, but one year later be sold
prosperous farmer and stockraiser, located on his interest to Mr. Elliott, and bought a tract of
Concession 10, Lot 7, Tilbury West township, and larid, farming being a more congenial occupation.
president of the Tilbury West and North Agri- This land, purchased in 1879, consisted of 100
cultural Society, is one of the t ownship's best- acres on Concession 10, Lot 7, Tilbury West
1.-nown and most highly respected citizens. :Mr. township. It soon lillderwent remarkable changes
Ludlam was born May 13, 1850, in Clinton town- under 1\fr. Ludlam's industry, and in a short
ship, County Lincoln.
time many improvements were under way, in the
Henry Ludlam, his father, was born and was line of fencing, draining and building. In 1902
reared in England where he learned the trade of a fine brick dwelling bouse was erected at a cost
brass founder, at which he 'vorked in the city of $3,000, with barns and outbuildings of a subof London. He was still a young man when he stantial nature. His whole farm is under a tine
came to Canada, locating at Toronto, working state of cultivation, and its appearance testifies
at his trade, and then going to the State of New to the value of his methods. Much hard work ·
York t o see if better labor conditions prevailed. and economy have gone into the perfecting of his
While in New York he worked at the blacksmith · plans here, and be bas now a property of great
trade, r eturning in a few years to Canada, and value. M:r. Ludlam owns also a traet of ninetys ettling in County Lincoln, where be built a six acres on Concession 11, Lot 4, which be uses
blacksmith shop in Clinton township. There he for pasturage, as he is extensively engaged in the
continued until 1865, when be came to County raising of Short Horn Durham cattle. His DurEssex, locating for a short time in Kingsville, ham herd is a very handsome one, and be reguand then coming to Comber. There he followed larly exhibits fine animals at the various fairs.
his trade for the r emainder of his life, dying at He is a lover of good horses, and every year
the age of sixty-five years, in 1885. He was a raises a few, some of which have shown remarksincere member of the Church of England, and able speed.
he was buried in St. George's Cemetery. For
In politics Mr. Ludlam is a Conservative, and
some years he served as church :warden and was he has served seven years in the township counone· of its most esteemed members.
cil. For two years be was deputy reeve, a memNear Hamilton, Ont., Mr. Ludlam married ber o£ the county council and tax collector. He
Mary Ann Pound, born at Dover, England, was one of the organizers of the Conservative
daughter of James Pound, a tailor in that place. township committee, and is one of its most active
The four children born to this marriage were : and influential members. Fraternally he is a
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member of A.!<'. & A.M. Blue Lodge of Comber, the A.O.U.W. (Master Workman), and of
the K.O.T.~I. He has served as trustee of school
section Xo. 8 for three years, and was secretary
and treasurer of the board. Mr. Ludlam is a
member of the Short Horn Breeders' Association
of Toronto, and is also a member of the Tilbury
West and North Agricultural Society. For several years he served this organization as vice:
p1·esident, and is now president. He also belongs
to the County Essex Agricultural Society. I n
him all local agricultural affairs have found a
promoter, and during the life of the cheese factory at Comber he was one of the stockholders, a
director, and for some years the president of the
company.
On May 23, 1877, at Essex Center, Mr. Ludlam married Helen Barton, of Tilbury West,
daughter of Henry Barton. Six children came
of this union: Annie, who passed through the
Comber public schools, took a business course,
and is now engaged as bookkeeper and stenographer in Detroit; George; Ethel, a student
in the Comber high school ; Blanche and Alice
E., attending high school; and Arthur, at home.
Mrs. Ludlam died Aug. 16, 1901, and was buried
in Lake View cemetery, Leamington. Mr. L udlam is a man of business enterprise and progressive ideas, and has long been regarded as a leader among the f armers and stock raisers of his
section.
HEKRY BARTO~, father of Mrs. Ludlam, was
born in England. His first wife, Janet Craig,
was a native of Scotland, but their marriage
tool\ place in Tilbury West, whither both had
come with their respective parents when young.
She died in 1866, in the faith of the Presbyterian Church. The six children of this marriage
were : Richard, a farmer of Tilbury 'Vest; John,
a grain merchant in Manitoba; Helen, who be:
came Mrs. Ludlam; Hannah, who married Leon•
ard Agla, of the County of Essex; Elizabeth,
who married Fred Bush, of Wyandotte, Michigan; and Miss Janet, of Detroit. For his second wife l\fr. Barton married Catherine Dear,
who bore him one daughter, Mary, now residing
in St. Thomas, Ont. He died in 1900, at the age
of seventy-six:.
W ILLIAM F. CRAIG is one of the thrifty
young farmers of County Essex, located in Colchester South. His father, William Craig, was
born in 1831, in Ayrshire, Scotland, and in 1852,
at the age of t wenty-one years, came to America.
After one year spent in New York Mr. Craig

4G3

came to County Essex, Ont., and for a period of
twenty years rented the Simon Wright farm, in

Colchester South township, and then bought of
William Hutchin 's heirs a farm of eighty acres
in Concession 1, Lot 82, this township. Cpon
this property he resided until March, 1900, when
he sold out, gave up active work, and made his
home with our subject until the time of his death,
which occurred Dec. 25, 1902. He was a successful farmer and a most exemplary citizen. In
politics he was a Conservative, . and he served
for a number of years in various municipal
offices. Mr. Craig was a consistent and earnest
Presbyterian, and be had much to do with the
establishment of the church at Pot-leg.

In Colchester South township William Craig
married l\Iiss Janet Cheyne, who survives him,
and children as follo\vs were born to them:
Thomas, of this township; John C., captain 'of
one of the l\Iichigan Central Railway transfer
steamers at Detroit; l\Iargaret, wife of J. C.
Thorburn, of Detroit; William F., of this sketch;
Mary, a nurs.e in the Harper Hospital, at Detroit;
Alexander, a farmer in the North-West Territory; George, who died at the age of thirteen
years; and Helen, wife of Duncan Forsythe, of
this township.
William F. Craig was born May 7, 1867, in

Colchester South township, and enjoyed the
educational advantages offered by the public
schools. He assisted his father in farm work, and
for several years prior to his death bad actual
charge of the farm. I n February, 1900, he took
up his residence on the late David Ho,vie farm,
a property of 100 acres. In politics Mr. Craig
is a Conservative. Fraternally he belongs to the
Order of Woodmen of the World, at Colchester.
In March, 1899, Mr. Craig was united in marriage with Winnifred, daughter of ·David Howie,
and one son has come to this union, Robert, born
in March, 1900.
CHEYNE. On the maternal side Ur. Craig
comes of a prominent old family. The founder
of this family in Canada was Rev. George
Cheyne, a Presbyterian minister, who was educated in Scotland; comitag in 1834 from Aberdeenshire to Amherstburg, Ont., to assume
charge of the church there. He r emained eight
years, during which time he married a l\liss
Hughes. He was at the t ime the only settled
minister in the southern part of the county, and
went from Amberstburg to Hamilton, where he
preached for thirty-four years.
John Cheyne, a brother of George and the
grandfather of our subject, was born in Aber-
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deenshire, where he lived until the age of thirtyone years. In 1836 he came also directly to Amherstburg, but in the following spring went to
Niagara and there married :Margaret Noble, also
born in Aberdeenshire, in the village of Huntly.
Both 1\Ir. Cheyne and his bride came to Canada
on the same vessel, becoming acquainted on the
trip. After their marriage they came to Amherstburg, where he leased the Elliott farm and
opuated it for five years. The house stood near
the river, and in 1837-38 it was frequently oc-.
cupied by soldiers. In fact, the schooner '' 4,nn''
was captured directly in front of the house.
Later he leased the property of Robert Anderson, on the lake shore, in Malden, which he
farmed. for four years, but left thi!! place on account of the prevailing malaria. He then came
to Colchester and leased for a period of ten years
a farm from Mrs. Little. Mr. Cheyne, being
i n failing health, removed at his wife's desire to
Kingsville, where she engaged in a millinery
busint>ss in which she was assisted by her very
capable daughters. Some time afterw<trd the
family returned to Colchester, where the father
was made postmaster, and Mrs. Cheyne and
daughters successfully carried on a millinery
business for some eight years. They then removed to Windsor, where both 1\Ir. and Mrs.
Cheyne died, he in 1876, aged eighty-two years,
and she Nov. 22, 1898, in her eighty-eighth year.
They had these children born to them : Margaret
married John Brown and died in Colchester;
l3arbara died aged two years; Janet is the widow
of William Craig; Sarah (deceased) was Mrs.
Hayes, of Windsor; George is a resident of
Windsor; 1\lary Ann died in Kingsville, aged
eight years; Helen is the wife of Alexander
l3lack, of Windsor; and Catherine died in Kingsville, aged two years.
HENRY II. JULIEN, who bas lived in the
township of Colchester South ever since he was
a little child, is one of the thrifty farmers of the
lake shore. He is a sou of Joseph and 1\Iatilda
(Armstrong) Julien, who died when our subject
was an infant, leaving, besides himself, two older
brothers, Simon and Stephen.
Henry H. Julien was born at Thamesvillef
County of Kent, Jan. 111 1840. At the age of
three years, being left an orphan; he was brought
up in the home of his uncle, Henry :Huffman1
of Colchester South, and he has resided upon this
property ever since. Both of his adopted parents died by the time he reached his nineteenth
year, and at the age of twenty-one he came .into

possession of his Uncle Henry's farm of 145
acres, upon which as a boy he had clone considerable clearing-in fact, he has seen about 100
acres of this property brought under cultivation. He has always followed farming, although
he is probably better known through the interest he has displayed in the preservation of wild
geese. Some years ago he became interested in
wild birds, and possessed hi~self of several.
'fhese birds he fed, and in the winter provided
them with suitable quarters, added to them from
time to time, until he now has 150 birds, all
quite tame, who will eat grain from his hand.
During certain times of the year it is lawful to
sell this game, and he has many offers for his
birds. The example he has set is a most excellent
one, and were others to follow it, no better way
could be devised to preserve the game now rapidly disappearing. Ever since he was a lad of
fifteen, he has shown remarkable skill in veterinary work, and he has become justly famed for
his intuitive knowledge of the science, his services being in demand all over the county. In
politics 1\Ir. Julien is a Conservative, as are his
sons, but does not interest himself in political
matters. However, being an advocate of good
schools, he has served as school trustee many
years.
In the township of Colchester South, Feb. 5,
1860, Mr. Julien was married to Sarah, daughter
of John Iler, and to this union hav•e been born
children, as follows: Eliza, who died at the age
of five months; Elizabeth Matilda and Rose, at
home; John F., who resides on a part of the
home farm, assisting in its cultivation, and who
married Emma Pegram, and has had five children, Lorne Wilbur, Frances Verne (deceased),
Harold, Flossie Dorothea (deceased), and one
that died in infancy; Edward Gordon, at home;
Lucinda, .who married Eldon Harris, of Oxley,
and has one daughter, Vera Pearl; Sarah Jane,
who married Sidney Toffelmire, of Oxley, and
has had three children, Bernice, and two that
died in infancy; Susan, who married Charles
Riggs, of Colchester South, and has three children, Gladys I., Clara and Henry Grant.
GEORGE CAMPBELL, one of the old settlers of Western Ontario, is a great-grandson of
Col, Dougal Campbell, of a Highland regiment,
who was killed at the · Battle of Culloden, in
1746. His grandfather, John Campbell, a native of Scotland, lived and died in that land.
Among his children was a son Donald, father of
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George, who was born in Argyllshire, Scotland,
:Feb. 10, 1790, and on April 10, 1827, married
Hebecca !liotherwell, who was born in Ireland,
):ov. 6, 1805. Donald Campbell settled in
Youngstown, New York, but his death occurred
at the ''Royal Exchange H otel,'' Chatham, Oat.,
.Aug. 16, 1851. His widow survived until Feb.
6, 1884. :Mr. Campbell followed lumbering nearly all of his life, the field of his operations being in Canada, and he was on a business trip to
Chatham when his death occurred. To Donald
Campbell and his wife were born the following
children: Rebecca, deceased; George; John A.,
deceased; Lillie, deceased; and J ohn A. H., of
Windsor, who married Florence Benjamin, and
has six children, Malcolm, Lorne, John, Kenneth,
Wallace and Florence.
George Campbell was born Aug. 25, 1830, in
New York State, anc! grew to manhood there,
but in 1849 he engaged as a clerk for .1\Ierrick,
.t<'owler & Esselton, lumber dealers in Canada.
I n tbis capacity he continued for about three
years, when he was taken into partnership, and
this connection lasted about three years, after
which .Mr. Campbell went into the lumber business on his own account, for more than twentyfive years operating in the Counties of Middlesex, Kent, E ssex and Elgin. I n connection he
was engaged in the vessel business. In 1868
l\Ir. Campbell came to Windsor and purchased
eighty acres of land, most of which he pla~ed
and sold in village lots, and he laid out the property running south from the river as Campbell
avenue; the beautiful trees in front of his residence on London street, near Campbell avenue,
In 1897 he
were planted by J\Ir. Cam pbell.
turned his attention to mining, going to the Yukon, and he took eighteen months on the trip
each way, returning in November, 1901. Being
much pleased with the gold country, he returned
in 1902, and again in 1903. H e spent one winter
withm the Arctic circle, and for several weeks
night r eigned, the sun not appearing above the
horizon.
In 1861 :Mr. Campbell married Miss F anny
Helen Campbell, daughter of Alexander Campbell, of Nova Scotia, and the following children
have been born to them: Dr. Donald M., who is
an eye and ear specialist of Detroit, married
Alice Douglass, by whom he has three children,
Donald, Mar jorie arrd Olive;' Lillie married Jonathan Killen, of Windsor, and has two children,
St. Clair and D uncan; J ennie married H. 0 .
Fleming, of Windsor, and has one son, Earl
K eith; Georgie married E r nest A. Morton, and
30
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their children are, Donald, Bemartl, George and
~ora ; Duncan, of Detroit, married Edith Cummer, of Cleveland, Ohio; Alexander P. is a mining engineer.
Polit ically ~Ir. Campbell is a
Conservative, and religiously the family adhere
to the principles of the Presbyterian' Church.
l\Ir. Campbell is one of the county's most honored and respect ed citizens, and he anu his family have many fl·iends in Windsor and elsewhere.
JOHN DALTO::\', a prosperous and highlyr espect ed farmer of Gosfield Korth, living on Lot
270, on the Talbot Road North, has been a resident of the County of Essex since early manhood, as he accompanied his parents hither in
1873, when they settled here.
His parents.
James and Annie (Sweetman) Dalton, were both
natives of Lower Canada, but he was born in
the United States, March 4, 1848, during a temporary residence of the parents in the State of
New York
James Dalton returned from New York to
Canada and settled on a farm in the County of
Durham, where b e remained until1873. I n that
year, as was mentioned bl.'fore, he took his fam·
ily to the County of Essex, and settled on wild
land in Gosfield South, which he cleared, and on
which he made his permanent home. There his
wife died in June, 1889, and Mr. Dalton followed
her two years later, in the same month. Besides onr subject, John Dalton, they had eight
children, all born in Canada, and all now married: ( 1) ~~ atilda is the wife of Robert Brown,
of Gosficld Sout h, and has f our children, Eliza,
H annah, ~\Iary and Sarah. (2) Rachel is the
wife of William K eys, who lives in Gosfield
South, and their four children are, Jennie (wife
of Byron Staddou), Eliza (wife of Robert Higgins) , William and Joseph (of Gosfield). (3)
Eliza married George Oxley, of Gosficld South,
a nd has a family of five, J ames, I da, Everton.
Myrtle and l\Iaud. ( 4) J ennie is the wift> of
Herman Zophie, who resides in Berlin, Oot.
They have a family of seven childr en, Sophia,
George, August, Ethel, John, Norman and Grace.
(5) George resides on the old homestead in Gosfield South, and is married to 1\Iiss !Jiv.ic Cook.
of Mersea. They have no childr en. (6) \Yilliam
married Miss Sarah Vickers, of Canfit'ltl, and
they have ·two children, E lsie and E tta. They
reside on Concl'ssion 4, Gosfield South. (7)
Charles married Miss Annie Coghill, of Gosfield.
where they live, on Concession 4. Tbt>ir two
sons a re l\Iilford and Wilbur. (8) l\Tary A. is
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the wife of Alexander Hopgood, of Maidstone,
the son of Jiem·y Hopgood, one of the old pioneers. They haYe no children.
John Dalton's boyhood and youth were
passed o~ the farm in the County of Durham,
and he has become thoroughly familiar with all
the details of farming. Unlike many farmers'
sons, however, his education was not neglected,
and Jte was sent to school long enough to have a
good preparation for life's work He continued
to help in the management of the homestead for
many years, and it was not until 1894, three
yeat·s after his maniagc, that he bought the
Prado Malotte farm and settled in a home of
his own. He .Jtas put a good deal of work into
this place, clearing land, erecting new buildings,
and making improvements generally. His large
bank barn is one of the finest in that section of
Canada.
1\fr. Dalton is an admirable farmer, practical
in his methods, energetic and business-like, and
has been vet·y successful.
Mr. Dalton did not marry until comparatively late, in 1891 being united to Miss Christina
Campbell, of Glencoe, daughter of Duncan
Campbell, a Scotchman. She was born in 1851,
and grew up in Glencoe. No children have come
to her and her husband. Mr. Dalton has always
been found in the ranks of the old Liberals or
"Grits," but while he has ever been essentially
one of the good citizens of the township, he has
taken no very active part in politics, and has
sought no official preferment. I n religious opinion his family have all been Methodists. H e is
one of the successful self-made men of his locality, and is well known and highly respected.
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GEORGE CHURCH, a prominent farmer
and highly-respected citizen of Colchester North,
was born J une 24, 1840, in Toronto township.
Richard and Sarah (Hetherington) Church,
his parents, were born in Wiltshire and Yorkshire, England, respectively, and came in youth
to Canada. Mrs. Church was a daughter of John
Hetherington. who came to Lower Canada among
the early settlers of that region. Richard Church
located in the County of Peel, Ont., where he engaged in the brewing business, and after his
marriage began also to farm. Some years later
he moved to 1\fanitoba, · and was there engaged
in business until his death, in 1892, his wife dying in the County of P eel in 1899. The following children were born to them : George is the
eldest of the family; Thomas is a resident of
Winnipeg; William is a resident of Essex town;

1\Iary married John !Toward, agent on the Canadian Pacific railroad at the Orangeville station;
John resides in Manitoba; Joseph lives at Toronto; 1\Iinnie married J oseph Silk, of Muskoka,
Korthwest Canada; .Albert also resides in the
Northwest; ~Iiss Annie lives in Manitoba; and
Uobcrt also lives in Manitoba. The parents of
this family were members of the Church of England.
George Church grew to manhood in the County of Peel, and there received his education. His
interest has always been devoted to agriculture,
ana he has been vet·y successful in all his farming enterprises.
I n 1863 )fr. Church was united in marriage
with l\Hss Martha C. Stowell, born Oct. 30,
1837, at Waddington, New York, daughter of
Oliver and Mary (Church) Stowell, the former
of whom was a son of J esse Stowell, an old and
prominent citizen of that State. Mrs. Stowell
was born in England, and both died at Waddington in Mrs. Church's childhood. She was
reared in the home of her grandmother Stowell,
and came to the County of Peel in young womanhood. Six children were born to t his marriage,
namely: Ada, born in County Peel in 1864, is
the wife of J. A. Hill, of Windsor; Lillie, born
in 1867 in County P eel, is a cultured young lady,
at home; Frank, born in 1870, resides at home;
Charles, born in 1873, married Ada Greenway,
of Essex town, and they have one daughter, Ula;
they reside in Sandwich town; Bertha, born in
1875, is the wife of Frank O'Neil, of Sandwich
South, where they reside on a farm, and they
have one daughter, Lillian D orothy; Arthur,
born in 1877, was educated in County E ssex, and
there married Grace Fulmer, daughter of J ohn
Fulmer, and they reside on his father's farm on
Malden Road; they have one son, Arthur Earl.
In relig-ious views this family is connected
with the Church of England. P olitically Mr.
Church is a supporter of t he Conservative party.
Fraternally he belongs to the Order of Chosen
Friends. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Church settled on a farm in the County of Peel,
where t hey lived for a number of years. In 1883
Mr. Church sold his property there and came to
Woodslee, in Maidstone township, County of Essex. Two yE'ars later he removed to Wheatley
and engaged in farming for five years in Sandwich t ownship, coming then t o Colchester North
and purchasing a farm on the Malden Road. This
he still owns, but at present is occupying the J .
W. Richardson farm, near Essex town. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Church are regarded with f eelings
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California; Alfred, of Alpena, ::\Iichigan; ::\fary
Ann, wife of Dr. Crossett, of Galesburg, Ohio;
~faude, deceased wife of Daviu Desmunu, of
IIowaru township; John, of the Detroit D1·y
Dock Company, of Detroit; and Prell, a iarmcr
DAVID HE)ffiY BEDFORD, proprietor of of Sanilac, l\lichigan.
the Essex County Dairy, and a successful and
David Henry Bedford was born Jan. ~~.
experienced dairyman and stock dealer, is a pro- 1850, at the old homestead in the County of
minent citizen of Windsor, who has descended Kent, and at the age of nineteen started out to
from an old English family of importance.
make his own way in the world. He cmbarkeu
Robert Bedford, the great-grandfather of in a general mercantile business at Ridgetown,
David II., was born in England in 1745. He be- where he continued five years, and then went
came the first school tP.acher in the County of into the grain business there, and at 'fhamesKent, Ont. Prior to the American Revolution ville, and continued for two years in that line.
he settled in Pennsylvania, from which he moved Then for a few years he ·was a commercial ~ales
to Ontario, as a United Empire Loyalist. His mnn for a wholesale grocery firm. Remodog
first location was on Lot 10, R.R., Chatham town- to the County of Lambton, he purchased a farm
ship, later settling on River St. Clair, near Port in Dawn antl Euphemia townships, which he
J.;ambton, thence removing to the Thames river, operated until 1885, when he disposed of it, and
near Louisville. He and J<>hn Boyle and Wil- bought another in Mersea township, County of
liam Neadsmore were the first white settlers in Essex. In 1891 be also sold this property and
the County of Kent, on the Thames river, above purchased his present farm of seventy-two acres,
Chatham. After his location at Louisville, 1\lr. adjacent to the city of Windsor, and other proBedford engaged in farming until his death in perty in the city, with a view o·f starting a first1842, at the age of ninety-seven. He married class dairy. In this he has been very successful,
Eli.zabeth Edwards, by whom he had the follow- and he keeps thirty cows, and markets his cream
ing children : John, Abe, Robert, William, James, and milk in Windsor. He has one of the most
David, Thomas, Fanny and Mary.
productive farms of the County of Essex, alid
J ohn Bedford, son of Robert, was born in !\lr. Bedford explains that his large dairy gives
Chatham township in 1796, and he became a him an annual amount of fertilizing material
farmer and school t eacher in his native county, which he judiciously uses.
where he died in 1869. He was twice married,
Mr. Bedford takes an active interest in pubfirst to Orpha Jones, daughter of Benjamin and lic affairs and has been a member of the coun)!ary (Hart) Jones, the former a native of cil of Windsor for several years. lie has been
Fran~e, and the latter of New York State. l\frs.
chairman of a number of important committees
Mary (Hart) Jones and her brother were scalped of the city. In 1891 be was census commissioner
by the Indians, and while she recovered, her bro- for the South Riding of the County of Essex.
ther died. To John Bedford and wife were born During his residence in County Kent he filled
these four children : J ohn, Mary Ann, Ira and the position of auditor and in the County of
Christiana. For his second wife John Bedford Lambton was one of the county councillors. lie
married Jane Sherman, and one son, Sherman, is a man of reliability, and his fellow-citizens are
'l'l"as born of this union.
quick to appreciate it. In fraternal matters Mr.
J ohn Bedford (2), the eldest son of J ohn, Bedford is prominently identified, being past
was born in 1824, in the County of Kent, and en- master of Lodge No. 111, A.F. & A.M., of
gaged in farming for some years after reaching Thamesville; and also the A.F. & A.~r.. of Florhis majority. He then removed to Chatham, ence. lle is also a member of Wellington Chapwhere from 1850 to 1854 he was engaged in a ter, No. 47, of Chatham, of Windsor PreceptoiJ·,
grocery business, moving then to Thamesville, No. 21, K.T.; and Monroe Council, No. 1, of Deand being one of the first merchants to locate troit.
On Jan. 1, 1877, Mr. Bedford married ~!iss
there. In 1877 he left Thamesville, and is now
In Maude Roberts, daughter of Joseph Roberts, exa resident of Sanilac County, Michigan.
1844 he married Catherine B rown, born in 1823, warden of the County of Lambton, and the fol, in Pennsylvania, who died in 1879, leaving the lowing children have been born to this union:
following children: David H., our subject; J oseph Blake; Mabel, wife of James Ryckman,
Maria, deceased wife of William Judson, of of St. Thomas, and they have one daughter,
of esteem in their community. 1\Ir. Church has
shown himself a reliable upright man, one whose
word is as good as his bond, and as such he commands the respect of all who know him.
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Irene; Lena, wife of Edward H owe, of Windsor;
and John and Sidney, at home. 1\!r. and Mrs.
Bedford are members of the Church of England.
Politically he is a Conservative, although he does
not allow his political feelings to be carried into
municipal politics. .Many public improvements
a re attributed to his zeal for the welfare of this
his adopted city. l\Ir. Bedford is the original
promoter of the Windsor, Essex & Lake Shore
electric railway, in which he is still interested.
He is likewise a lover of athletic sports, in many
of which he excelled, being a winner of several
prizes on different occasions. I n his younger
days h~ \Vas a baseball and cricket enthusiast.

.·· i'
!• :

1:

~q

...,
·l

I,

j .

••
f
·•· .,
'
~.

.,.:- .
'
. ..
..
.!
)

I

I

J

~

:

,.'"'

,;I

~

~

q

.:
... ,,
'.
1,,
~

. .,,
!;I
I

I

J!

.'

~

l

i''
i 11

! '
I
I

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

:
I,

GEORGE D. JOHNSON, a well-1."'0own fruit
grower and general farmer of Mersea township,
was born in the parish of Nafferton, Yorkshire,
England, and came to Canada when he was
twenty years old. Starting in life with no capital, he has made his way by steady industry and
economy, and now ranks among the prosperous
farmers of his vicinity.
James Johnson, son of Charles and fath er of
Geor!Je B., was a. native of Saltfieet, Lincolnshire, England, where he grew to manhood, and
learned the trade of brickmaking. After a time
he moved to Yorkshire, where he followed his
trade for a while, then returning to I.~incoln
sbire, where he remained until 1882, when he
came with his family to Canada. He settled in
Mersea township, renting a small farm, and taking contracts for making ditches through the
country. There he spent the rest of his life, dying in September, 1894, and was buried in Lake
View cemetery. He was a Liberal in politics, and
he and his wife were both members of the Methodist Church. He married in Nafferton, Yorkshire, England, Elizabeth Barron, daughter of
J ames Barron, of that town, and she died in
Leamington, Dec. 22, 1896, and is buried beside
her husband in Lake View cemetery: Their children were as follows: Charles, a brickmaker and
burner, who lives in Leamington; J ames Edward, who is a fisherman of Kingsville; George
B., who is mentioned below; Frederick, who is a
ditch contractor, and lives in Mersea; Anne, who
married Edward Sa.xville, an engineer on the
Lake Erie & Detroit River railroad; J oseph L.,
a railroad man, who was a soldier in the British army during the Boer war ; and two boys
and two girls who died young.
George B. Johnsoq was born in Na.fferton,
Yorkshire, England, April 9, 1860, and attended
school and worked at farm labor until he was

nineteen, when he secured a position with the
North Eastern Hailroad Company, in the City of
Hull, Yorkshire, England. Not liking a city life
he decided to sail for Canada, and in 1880 took
passage from Liverpool to Quebec, and from
there made his way to Leamington, where· he was
employed as a farm band by Squire Russell, at
$15 a month. · After three years in that place, he
went to Michigan, settling in Brighton, Livingston County, where he spent another three anu a
half years, in the employ of William Sleasford,
at $20 a month. He then returned to Leamington and went into the fishing business, fishing on
a salary for Adam Oper for one year. Later he
established himself in that industry on his own
account, having six pounds, and carrying on the
business successfully for fourteen years. In
1895 Mr. J ohnson invested in farm lands, buying the Henry Askew farm of forty acres, nineteen acres of which be planted in peach trees.
He suffered severe loss by the hard frost of 1898,
which killed 7,000 peach trees, and caused him
the loss of several thousand dollars. Nothing
daunted, however, he set out more trees,
and bought more land, and to-day he
has forty acres in peaches, and t en
acres in other fruit. He also bought the old
Harwood place, and forty acres in Lot 2, Concession 3. In 1903 he gave up his fishing business
to a Mr. Grub, and now devotes his entire attention to fruit raising. When he began life in the
new country his capital consisted mainly of energy and ambition, but his steady application
and industry have brought him good returns, and
he stands to-day among the foremost men 'of his
township. In politics he belongs to the Liberal
party, but in local affairs prefers to vote for the
man best fitted for the office, independent of
party lines. His religious affiliations are with
the Methodist Church. Fraternally he belongs
to.the A.F. & A.M., Lodge No. 247, of Brighton,
Michigan, and also to the Chapter at Leamington, Ont., and is a member of the Knights Templar Preceptory at Windsor. He is one of the
successful and prominent men in the township,
well liked and highly respected by all who k110w
him.
TIIO~iAS MORRIS, the owner of . a lat·ge
stock farm in Gosfield North, Lot 296, in the
County of Essex, is one of the many good citizens whom the mother country has sent to Canada, and who by their sturdy integrity and welldirected industry have not only acquired· a competence for t hemselves, but have contributed so
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- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- -;------ - -- - ------------- -·-much to the development of Canadian resources.
Mr. :;\lorris was born in Lincolnshire, England,
Feb. 6, 1837.
John :Morris, father of Thomas, was a native
of Yorkshire, born in 1806, and his wife, Mary
(Brimfield) I\lorris, was ten years younger. They
left England in 1840, and after nine weeks on a
sailing vessel landed at New York. They made
their way to Canada at once, purchased wild land
from Col. Talbot, and settled down to farming
life in that new country in Tilbury West. J ohn
.Morris died in 1863, but his wife lived on in the
old home until she, too, passed away in 1883.
They were the parents of thirteen children,
three of whom died in infancy. All but one
were born before the family left England.
(1) James Morris, the eldest son of the family, married and settled at Lapeer, Michigan,
where he died in 1902, leaving a large family.
(2) John married l\Iiss Emma Smith, of Canada, and settled on his farm in Tilbury. He
was a successful farmer and lived till 1897,
leaving a large family. (3) Ann is the deceased
wife of Capt. William Wilson, a sea-captain,
whose home was in Detroit. There were four children, as follows: William; Charles, deceased,
who fought in the American Civil War; J ohn,
deceased; and Edward, who was killed in the
Civil War. (4) William, a retired shipbuilder,
is married and lives in Detroit. (5) Avis is the
widow of John Irwin, a ship carpenter, and _lives
in Minneapolis with her daughter, Emma. (6)
Maria married Thomas Mitchell, a hardware man
in Detroit. Both the parents and their two children are now deceased. (7) Charles married
Miss lllary McQueen, of Tilbury, and for many
years was a merchant at Barrie. He is now living in retirement at Toronto. (8) George, one
of the wealthiest farmers of Tilbury, is married
and has a family. (9) Emery married and settled on his father's old homestead in Tilbury. He
has six children. ( 10) Emjly, born in Tilbury,
married Richard Dodson, a farmer in Tilbury,
and has seven children.
Thomas 1\Iorris grew up on his father's farm,
and received his early education in Tilbury
West. While still quite young he began sailing
on the lakes, and during his six years of sea-faring life earned enough to buy land and start as
a farmer. In 1860 he purchased the property
which has ever since been his home, and which
he himself has redeemed from the wilderness
and developed into a fine farm. The house in
which the family now lives was erected in 1885,
and is a handsome brick r esidence with all mod-

ern improvements. ~Ir. ){orris' prOpl'rty is
principally used as a stock farm, athl fur t h·~
past twenty-five yeat'S l.tc has uccn on~ of the
largest buyers an<l shippers of'cattle in the county, an occupation which has ncttcJ him hanJsome returns.
In 1862 ~Ir. ~!orris was joiMJ in the Lon.l..;
of matt·imony with :\!iss Julia Williarus, born in
Gosfield, Aug. 10, 18-:1:2, <laughter of Thomas and
Isabella (Wigle) Williams, who wcr·f.' aruong the
earliest pioneers in the county, and hau a farm
on the Talbot Road. Mr. and ::\frs. :\Iorri:! arc
the parents of the following fh·e chilJrcn: (1)
Gordon F., born in 1864, who marTied :\Iiss Lizzie Hopgood, of Gosfiel<l, resiJes on a part of
his father's homestead, and has six children, Arthur, Everton, Harry, Ida, Cora and Ernest. (~)
Louella, born in 1867, married Robert Sha\·alier, a farmer in Muskegon County, ::\Iichigau,
and has four children, Sadie, Bertha, Jessie and
Gordon. (3) Sadie, born in 1870, is the wife of
John Millen, son of William Millen, and clerk of
the county court, r <:>si4ing in Sandwich, and is
the mother of Arthur, Edith, James and Carrie_
(4) Allan, born in 1874, who married Miss Maggie .Archibald, and lives on his farm in Gosfield
Xorth, with his wife and three children, Clayton,
Annie and :!\Tyrtle. (5) Wesley H., born in 1898,
is unmarried and manager of his father's farm.
'rhe :\!orris family as a whole are members
of the ::\fethodist Church, and earnest supporters
of its work. In politics Thomas Morris has always been very active, and for years ·was a stanch
supporter of the old I.Jiberal party. For a number of years he served as a member of the council, anu WM deputy reeve of the township of GosfielJ.. In the sixties he saw military service, and
was one of the noted North Ridge Rifles. Thomas
1\rorris is one of the leading citizens of Gosficld,
wealthy, public-spirited, always lending his influence in the right direction, of the most upright conduct in every phase of life, anJ of so
kindly a disposition that he is r egarded with sincere affection by all who know him.
JAMES DIXON, one of the oldest contractors and builders of Windsor, an esteemed and
representative citizen, is a descendant of an houored family of the County of Kent, England, and
the place of his birth has been in the Dixon !am~
ily for 800 years.
For many years, the Dixon!!, fathers aml
sons, were pilots in the English Channel, and ht>neath those waters lie the r emains of John Dixon,
the grandfather of James Dixon.
lliR hirth
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took place about 1780, and in the pursuance of
his profession he was drowned. This dangerous
profession was also followed by his two sons,
William John and Joseph, who were also
drowned in the same great waterway. John
Dixon married Caroline Sherwood, of Scotch ancestry, a native of Aberdeeoshire, and their children were: William John and Joseph, already
mentioned; Francis; Charles James; M:ary and
1\Iinnie, all the sons following the family vocation.
William John Dixon, the father of James,
was born Feb. 6, 1815, and was drowned in
1855, leaving his widow, Caroline (Harwick)
Dixon, daughter of Rev. J. H. Harwick, of Euglish extraction, with six children. She was born
in 1817, and died in 1869. The children were as
follows: John, of Australia; J oseph, of China;
James, of Canada ; Frank, of India; and :Mary
and Annie.
James Dixon was born in England, and his
educational advantages were limited, as at the
age of eight years he became an apprentice to
the carpenter's trade. In 1865 he crossed the
ocean to Kew York City, and thence to Omaha,
Kebraska, in 1866 coming to Ontario, wher e he
joined the volunteers 'at the time of the Fenian
troubles. In 1867 M:r. Dixon settled in W indsor and engaged in building and contracting, a
business which he has succeeded in through
thirty-five years of activity..
Mr. Dixon has also been active in the political field, and served with credit in the city council of Windsor, from 1895 to 1900, during which
time he held the important position of chairman of the committee on public works, his administration being marked by reforms of various
kinds, and a public spirit in accordance with
modern ideas. In 1901 he was honored by the
council of the city with t he appointment to the
position of member of the water board; to fill a
vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Purser, and
in the following year he was elected to the same
office by acclamation, a testimonial to his efficiency and personal popularity.
In 1870 )Ir. Dixon was married to 1fiss Mary
Ladd, daughter of J ohn Ladd; born in 1847, in
Peterborough, England; she died in Windsor
in April, 1902. To this marriage were born these
children: Francis, deceased; Walter ; J ohn, deceased ; Mary Carrie, the wife of H. L. Drake, of
Windsor; Minnie Ella, who married Charles
Clark, of Detroit, and has one son; and Norman
M. B., of Windsor. These children were given
every educational advantage, Mr. Dixon thor-

ougbly believing in the value of training, and
they have been a source of pride as to intellectual attainment. H is youngest son is a graduate of a business college, and his accomplished
daughters were successful teachers prior to theit·
marriage. In politics 1\fr. Dixon has always been
identified with the Conservative par ty. Fraternally he is a 1\lason, and is also a member of the
Order of Foresters. He is a man of standing in
his community, substantial and reliable, and enjoys the respect and esteem of all who know
him.
DAVID R. MENZIES, secretary, treasurer
and general manager of the Niebergall Stave and
Lumber Company, of Staples, Tilbury West
township, and postmaster o£ Staples, is a man
well known in that section of the County of Essex, as a business man of honor and integrity,
and a citizen of usefulness and public spirit.
Mr. Menzies was born March 19, 1837, in the
township of Esquesing, County of Halton, sou
of Robert Menzies, who was born and reared in
Scotland. In 1832 the latter embarked for Canada on a sailing vessel which landed him in Ne\V
York City. There he took a steamer to Albany,
and crossed the State of New York to Buffalo,
by Erie Canal, whence he came to his destination in the' County of Halton. Purchasing a
tract of farming land in Nassagaweya township,
he there settled down to agricultural pursuits.
Here he lived to the age of ninety-two years, and
was buried in that township, of which he was
one of the pioneers. As an earnest Presbyterian,
he did much toward the early establishment of
a church of that denomination in his section. Although in complete sympathy with the Liberal
party, and always a worker for its success, he
would never consent to hold political office. His
marriage took place in the County of Halton to
Catherine Redpath, who was born in· Scotland,
and who, like her husband, lived through a long
life, dying aged eighty-nine years. She was laid
by the side of her husband in the cemetery in
Nassagaweya township. She was not only a
devoted wife and careful mother, but a consistent, Christian woman, beloved by all who kne'v
her. The eight children of this union were:
William, on the old homestead; David R., Jane,
who married John Clark, who died j ust prior to
taking his seat in the Dominion House of Parliament; Peter, a resident of the County of H alton; Isabella, wife of William Coats, of Michigan ; Catherine, deceased wife of J ohn Smith, of
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Michigan; Duncan, a farmer of :Michigan; and
Robert, a railroad man in Michigan.
David R. Menzies was educated in the district schools of his locality, the best the time and
place afforded, but, r egarding them in the light
of the present, very limited in scope. There was
much work t o be done on the farm, and from
early boyhood the strength and capacity of our
subject was- taxed. H is inclinations led him, at
the age of sixteen, to learn the carpenter's tt·ade,
which he followed for a time, and then he devoted his at tention to cabinetmaking. lie continued in this line of work until 1862, when he
removed to the County of Huron, and locat ed in
the town of Clinton, where he worked at his
trade, and also engaged in bridge building, and
in milling, remaining there for twenty-two years.
While there he drifted from the cabinetmaking
into organ building, forming a partnership with
W. Doherty, under the :firm name of W. Doherty & Co., organ manufacturers, which business was conducted with success until1888, when
the partnership was dissolved.. I n its stead they
founded a joint stock company for the expansion
of the business, and of the new company 1\lr.
Menzies became manager, as well as stockholder
and director . H eadquarters were established at
Goderich, and sixty hands were given employment. I n his capacity .as manager he traveled
all through the lower provinces.
I n 1893 he
withdrew from that company and became an int erested shareholder and a director in the Niebergall Stave and Lumber Company, with mills
at Staples, in the County of Essex. Mr. 1\'fenzies
assumed the management of this concern, and
was elected secretary and treasurer of the company, and for the past eleven years he has ably
managed its affairs. The operation of three mills
and the employment of 115 bands r equires certain business qualifications in order t o make the
results satisfactory to all concerned, and Mr.
Menzies seems to possess tbese in superlative degree. The output of the mills amounts to some
9,000,000 ft>et of lumber annually. In addition
t o this he has under his care over 1,100 acres of
land in the stumps, and has disposed of a like'
amount in the past f ew years. 1\Ir. ~1cnzies also
conducts the general store for the company, and
for the past t en years h as been postmaster at
Staples. In addition to all these duties, he looks
after the cultivation of a tract of fine land that
he owns in Rochester township. His excellent
judgment and executive ability enable him to
manage all these different lines of business so
that all contribute to his own prosperity, and to
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the expansion of the company's interests, which
results show have been so carefully looked after
through all these years.
In politics 1\Ir. Menzies is a stanch Reformer,
and has been very zealous in support of such
principles. H e served on the town council of Clinton for eight years, was reeve of tht! t own f,n•
five years, and has always been noted f or his intCI·est in education and public morals. lie served
as a trustee of the high school at Clinton for nine
years. Ilis fraternal association is with the
Sons of Scotland at Goderich.
In Clinton, Ont., Mr. Menzies married Jane
~IeGee, who was born at Vaughn, County Lambton, a daughter of Robert McGee, of Huron.
They ha,·e three children, viz.: Robert, bookkeeper for the Stave and Lumber Company, married Cora 1\IooJy, and has one son, Stanley ;
James is a student of civil engineering at Toronto; and Maggie is a student in the high school.
:\Ir. )fcnzies is connected with the P resbyterian
Church at Blytheswood.
NEVILL. The widow of J ohn Xoble, now
living quietly retired in Gosfield North, on her
husband 's old farm on t he Talbot Road South,
Lot 274, was by birth Catherine Nevill, daughter of George and Cynthia (Ives) 1\evill, and
was born at Cottam, Gosfield ~orth, Kov. 10,
1829.
David ~evill, the paternal grandfather, came
(as far as is known) from Ireland as a soldier
in the Bl'itish army, and was father of four sons.
Robert and J ames moved to Chatham, County of
Kent, where they settled and died, while George
and Francis married and settled at Cottam, in
the County of Essex, where they died, leaving
families. George Nevill was born in Colchester,
County of Essex, in 1789, and was a soldier in
t he War of 1812. He started life in a little log
cabin on the Talbot Road, on Jand given him by
the government as a soldier's homestead, where
he cleared up a f arm from the bush land. He
died at his home in 1874, \Vhile his wife, who
was Cynthia I ves, a native of Connecticut, of a
U. E. Loyalist family, survived him for a few
years. l\1:r. an d 1\frs. Nevill \vere both of the
!\Iethodist faith, and were among the f ounders
of the work of that church in their locality.
George and Cynthia Nevill were the parents
of five children, of whom :Mrs. Koble wns the
eldest. (2) Cynthia, born in 1831, is the ";re
of Stephen Brooker, postmaster of Cottam. (3)
Hulda, born in 1833, died unmarried. ( 4) 1\Iary
died in girlhood. (5) George Gordon, born in
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1836, is a bachelor, and resides with William Orton, in Gosfield i\orth.
Catherine Kevill grew up in her old home in
Gosfield, and acquired her education by attending the district school during the winter seasons.
In 1851 she was married to John Noble, who was
born in England in 1827, and came thence to the
County of Essex, in 1836, with his parents, John
and Mary Noble. They settled on the homestead
where 1\frs. Noble is now living, and began their
housekeeping in a log house, after a few years
l>utting up the present family domicile, where
the rest of their married life was happily spent.
1-Ir. Noble passed from this world in 1881, lamented not alone by his devoted wife, but by the
friends and neighbors, to whom the beauty of his
ntanly Christian character had endeared him.
Like his wife, l\lr. Noble was in creed a Methodist, and ever an active worker in the church.
Politically he was a Conservative, but never an
office-seeker, and served only as school trustee.
1\frs. Noble became the mother of four sons
and three daughters, of whom five are living.
(1) George R. Noble, the eldest, was born in
1853, married :Miss Sarah Bennett, and settled
on a part of his father's homestead, where he
died in 1885, leaving his wife with five children,
Harry I., of Manitou; Robert M., of Essex; D elbert, of Essex; l\laud, 1\frs. Frank Gilroy, of
Walkerville; William, of Essex. (2) Colin I.,
born in 1855, died when a boy of fourteen years.
(3) Isabella, born in 1858, is the wife of Fredcrick Hill, of Essex, and has three childlren,
Rosie, Grace and Ila G. (4) Oliver J., born in
1861, married, in 1880, Miss Jennie Smith, who
was born in Mitchell, Canada, the daughter of
John and Mariah Smith. The parents came from
England in 1849, and still reside in Canada.
Oliver Noble lives on the old homestead and has
six children, Orvil, Lida, Scott, Elmer, Frank
and 1\fark. (5) 1\fary A., born in 1864, is the
wife of William Orton, who settled at Olinda,
County of Essex, where he follows farming. He
has nve children, Emma B., Eva, Roina, Carrie
and Stanley. ( 6) Testa M'., born in 1866, is the
wife of Frederick Gilboe, of Essex, and has one
daughter, Katie E . (7) Adolphus, born in 1868,
grew up at the old home, where he still resides
with his mother. He married Miss Lillie Mooney,

of tbe County of Essex, and has five children,
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Viola, 1\fagl!ie, Clarence, Melroy and Charles C.
Mrs. Noble, during h er long life in Gosfield,
bas made many warm friends, and is greatly
beloved for her many womanly virtues and good
works. Her children do credit to her training,

:

~ !

·,

and now are the comfort and strength of her declining years.
KLIE. The Klie family, so worthily reprc·
sented in Colchester South by men of the highest
integrity and public spirit1 originated in Germany, the emigrant ancestor being G<>dfrey Klie,
the grandfather of H enry and Albert Klie. He
was born in Germany, where he became a property owner. He married Charlotte Stolter, and
to them were born: Augustus, who went to Calitornia, and was never afterward heard from;
henry; Charles, a soldier in the heavy cavalry,
who was killed in the Austro-Prussian war; Augusta, who married William Raywinkle, and died
at Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Georgena, who married
Mr. H ibbey, and died in Chicago; George, who
was the first of the family to leave Germany, and
who died in Grosse Ile, Michigan, where he bad a
farm; Mina, who married Mr. Stootman, and
died in Detroit; John, who lived at Cairo, Michigan, where he died; J erry, of New Canaan, Colchester North, wb.o owns one-half of the farm
which the family settled upon on coming to this
country; Rachel, who married George Geisel, and
lives at Woodslee; and Ernest, who died in Germany. I n 1855 the family left Germany for

Canada, and in time settled on a 200-acre tract
in the New Canaan settlement of Colchester
North, a wild tract that one would hardly think
fit for farming. Upon this place they built a
log house and began the difficult task of clearing the land. Here Godfrey Klie diecl at the
age of eighty-two years, and his wife at the age

of seventy-eight years.
Henry Klie, son of Godfrey, accompanied
the family· to this country in 1855. In Germany
he had wedded Louisa Duva, who was born in
Oldendorf, Germany, May 26, 1826, daughter of
Christian and Hedwig (Owen) Duva, farming
people of Germany, where their lives were
passed, the father dying in 1836, aged fifty-two,
and the mother in 1846, at the same age. They
were members of the Lutheran Church. Louisa
was the only member of the family to come t o
America. '!'he other children were: Fredericka,
who married Frederick Oerman; Christina, who
married William Ellison; J eremiah, who married
Amelia Miller; and Henry, who married Fredericka Coulter. The fathers of both Mr. and Mrs.
Du~a were killed in the German Rebellion.
For three years Henry Klie remained on the
New Canaan farm, and then took his family to
northern Michigan and the '' Soo, '' . and also
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spent some time in the oopper country. Owing
to the Rebellion in the States he was thrown out
or employmeut, and returned to the County of
Bssex, for a time being employeu at \Vindsor for
fifty cents per Jay, and for a time at Walkerville
by .Mr. Hiram Walker. Later he again took up
farming in Colchester Ko1·th, but there was
hardly a chance to make a living at that time,
so ~fr. Klie kept an outlook for more favorable
oppot·tunities. In t ime he succeeded i n renting
the Asa Wilcox farm on the lake ft·ont in Colchester South, and from that time on fortune
favored him. After ten years of hard work on
this farm, he purchased the Peter Knapp farm of
100 acres, in that township, paring a part do,m,
on a valuation of $6,500.
This farm needed
much improvement, and 1\Ir. Klie and his sons
turned their attention to developing it into the
best property of its kind in the county. The
father died upon this farm, 1\Iarch 18, 1884, aged
fifty-nine years; his widow survives. They were
members of the Lutheran Church. In politics he
was a Conservative. To H enry Klie and his wife
were born the following children : A_ugustus, a
farmer of Colchester South, married Libbie Geisel, and has fonr children; :Mary, deceased, married Wesley Wright; H enry is mentioned below; Louisa married Walter McCormick; Emma
married Daniel Snider; Albet-t; Alice married
William Springel, of Germany, and has two children; Annie married William l\IcCormick, of
Colchester South, and has two children.
IIENRY KLJE, son of Henry and Louisa
(Duva) Klie, and one of the enterprising farmers of Colchester South, was born at the Canadian '' Soo, '' tl'fay 2, 1860, bnt he grew to manhood in the County of Essex. He remained with
his parents on the Asa. w ·ilcox fat·m, and continued to live at home and assist his father after
the Knapp farm was purcbased. After his father's death, Henry Klie and his brother Albert
became joint owners of the home place, and carried it on. While the brothers were worh.-ing together they erected substantial barns, and each
put up a modern house. In 1902 H enry. Kli~
sold his interest in the place. and bought the
Timothy Shay farm, in Lots 66, 67 and 68, a
100-acre farm, and also sixty-seven acres in l;ot
63, Concession 1. At the time of his purchase the
property was in bad condition, but be set to
work energetically to remedy this, and through
his persistent efforts now has a fine farm, wen
equipped "ith all necessary buildings.
In politics Henry Klie is a Conservative. In
religious belief he is a member of the Church of
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England, of which he has served for a term of
eJe,·cn years as wat·deu. In 1893 he married
Ellen Adams, a daughter of Matthew ~\.dams,
and two sons and one daughter have been born
of this union: Archibald, Robert and lleatl'ice.
:\It-. Klie is justly regarded as one of the leading
men of the township, where he has borne so important a. part in the development of the country, and he enjoys a host of friends.
AOAMS. 1\Irs. Henry Klie comes of a distinguished family of the States. Her great-grandfather, Edward Adams, was a near relati,·e of
John Quincy Adams, President of the l:nited
States. Joshua Adams, son of Edward and
grandfather of l\frs. Klie, was born in Maryland,
and came to the County of Essex, unmarried,
about 1798. Being a shoemaker by trade, he
found plenty of work, and followed that calling
all l1is life, dying aged seventy-three years. He
married Elizabeth Quick, who died aged seventy-two years. Their children were: 1\Iary (deceased), 'vho married John Ulch, of Gosfield;
Matthew; Wretta {deceased), who married John
Woodiwiss; Joshua, who lives in Gosfield, a farmer near Kingsville; and Rosa Ann, who married Rev. Alexander Scratch, of Leamington.
Matthe\v Adams was born April 13, 1823, in
Colchester South, and there grew to manhood, at
a time when educational advantages were limited. At the age of eighteen or twenty be began
to farm, and also learned the trade of a shoemaker, keeping a shoe shop for thirty years.
l.<'Jfty-five years ago he purchased his first property, to which he added, and has a fi ne farm of
fifty-four acres, which he has been farming for
over thirty years. Mr. Adams married Hannah
McCormick, a daughter of l\Iatthew McCormick,
and to them came children as follows: J asoo,
who ' lives at Oxley, mnrried Alvira Huffman,
and has one daughter, Frances; Josephine is at
home; Alpheus, a farmer, living near Windsor,
married Eliza :M artin, and his children are, Ada,
William, Forest, Lillian, Ora, Raymond, Carmen
and Verda; Archibald, a physician, of London,
Ont., fo1·merly of Kingsville, married Esther
Adams, and has two children, Enid and Prosper;
Ellen married IIeory Klie; Francis is at home;
Olive is at home. The father is a Coosen·ative in
politics, and in religion is a member of the
Church of England.
ABRAHAM COLE, a prominent farmer and
county councillor of Essex, located on a fine farm
on Lot 12, Concession 7, Sandwich South, was
born April 11, 1845, on the present home, son
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of Charles and Ellen (Driscoll) Cole, both of
old and prominent families.
Charles Cole was born in February, 1800, in
Ireland, where his wife was also born a few
years later. \Vhen about twenty years of age be
came seeking employment in the lumber regions
of New Brunswick, and worked along the St.
John's river for some four or five years. He
then took passage for Massachusetts, and' in the
city of Boston met Ellen Driscoll, an orphan,
and there they mar ried. Some five years were
spent in Boston, Mr. Cole finding work in a lat·ge
flouring mill1 but in 1830 they came to Canada,
anxious to settle on land of their own. Mr. Cole
bou"ht a tract of wild land from Col. Talbot, on
t he iine of Maidstone and Sandwich South townships, and there made some impro~ements, but
in 1831 bought the present m01·e destrable home.
It was still all bush, but he soon hewed out logs
for a cabin that proved a sufficient shelter until
a more substantial one could be erected. Many
hardships were endured by these pioneers, who
wrought with might and main to secure f or t heir
children the comforts they now enjoy. The devoted wife died in 1887, and the sorrowing husband followed in the succeeding year.
They
were devoted Catholics, and assisted in the
founding of the first church of their faith in the
township. In politics Mr. Cole was a Conservative. They were the parents of these children:
(1) Thomas, born at Boston, Massachusetts, in
young manhood engaged on the Pere Marquette
railroad at Flint, 11ichigan, and still lives there,
being one of the oldest employes of the road and
one of the most valued; he married E ll('n
0 'Brien, of Flint, and they have four child ren,
T homas, James, :Mary and Fannie. (2) Richard,
born in Boston, was reared in Canada and there
married Ellen l\faher of Sandwich, and they
settled at Detroit, where he died in 1894, leav)ng children, Charles, of State of Washington;
J ohn, of Philatlelphia; William, of Washington;
and Mary, a teacher in the Philadelphia public
schools. (3) Charles, born in Boston, married
Margaret Dougherty, of Michigan, and they settled at Hawley, in that State, where he worked
· as a railroad man until his death, in Flint, in
1878, leaving three children, Charles, Nellie and
Fannie, all of Flint. (4) Frank, born at Sandwich, married M:aggie O'Donald, of Minnesota,
and he now resides in Chicago; she died in Saginaw, Michigan; their children were, Charles, deceased ; James, in Chicago, where he is vice-president and general manager of the Consumers • Ice
and Coal Company; Frank, of Saginaw; Wil-

liam, deceased, of Chicago; Abraham, )lary and
Maggie, all of Chicago. (5)Frances, deceased, was
the widow of William Lyons, of \Vindsor, and
the mother of Edward, a prominent citizen of
Kingston, Ont.; Katie, of Wisconsin; while Mary
and Charles are deceased. (6) J ohn died aged
eleven years. (7) James Cole married Jane McCarthy, now deceased, and be is nQw a prominent railt·oad contractor in the States. ( 8)
Abraham was eighth in order of bit•th. (9) William, the youngest, was born in 1849, and he married Catherine Driscoll, a member of an old
Sandwich South family, and they nmv reside on
a part of the old Cole homestead. They have
these children, Mary, William, E llen, Josephine,
Alice, Maggie and Katie.
Abraham Cole was reared on the old homestead, and taught lessons of industry, economy
and thrift. His education was somewhat limited, but he became 'veil posted in practical farming. H is parents were under his care in their
declining years. On Feb. 11, 1879, l\Ir. Cole
married Maggie McGuigan, born at Penetanguishene, on J,ake Huron, in October, 1849, a
daughter of Peter and Margaret McGuigan, who
came to Canada from County Down, Ireland. Mr.
McGuigan was a soldier connected with the British army and served fifteen years with the F irst
Royals, when he was transferred to the Canadian
Rifles and took part in the war of 1837-38, participating in all the battles of the Rebellion. He
was born in 1803, and gave twenty-six years of
loyal service to the Crown, being a sergeant in
rank, and serving in I reland, England, Scotland, the East I ndies and Canada, and be was
honorably discharged and pensioned for life.
In 1852, after his discharge, l\fr. McGuigan
purchased a farm near Niagara, where they resided seven years. I n 1859 they came to Sandwich South, where he bought a farm and lived
here until the time of his death in 1868. H is
widow, born in 1800, died in February, 1890, at
the Sandwich home. They were the parents of
five children, namely : Alexander, born in Belfast, Ireland, married and died there; Peter,
born in Ireland, emigrated to America, and died
on his farm at Kempton, I llinois, leaving a family of six children; Charles, born in Canada
married Ellen Sexton, and lives in Windsor:
with a family of eleven children; James, born in
Ca.na~a, married and settled in Ford County,
Ilhnots, and has five children; and 1\Irs. Cole,
·
who was the youngest of the family.
Mr. and 1\frs. Cole settled on the old Cole
homestead, and there they have lived until the
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present time. Many changes have taken place,
substantial improvements have been made on
every side, the surroundings have improved, the
land has become more productive under careful
tillage, and a family of four bright, intellectual
children have grown up around them. These
additions to the original family circle deserve
special mention: Charles, born July 29, 1881,
completed the common school course, and then
fitted himself for business at the University of
Detroit; he is now most capably serving as clerk
in the Windsor postoffice; Mary M., born Sept.
21, 1884, is a student at the collegiate institute at
Windsor; Fannie J., born in 1889, is a graduate
of the public schools; and Gertrude L., born in
1892, is still in school.
Politically Mr. Cole has always been identified with the Liberal party, and for many years
has been called upon to serve in positions of
trust and responsibility. In 1869 he was elected
auditor, and in 1875-76 to his first term in the
township council; for nine years he was tax collector, and in 1893 was again elected to the county council, serving four years; he has been reeve,
and for tweJve years has been county councillor,
a position which he holds at present. I n 1896 he
was elected county warden. · On account of his
eminent fitness, Mr. Cole has many t imes been selected a member of committees to adjust county
affairs, and has most efficiently served on the
committee which selected the location of the
house of refuge at Leamington; the county buildings committee, and many others. Few men of
the township have taken a more active part in
religious affairs in this locality than has Mr.
Cole. With liberality he has contributed to the
Catholic Church, and has placed therein three
memorial windows, for his parents and himself,
in St. Mary's Church of Maidstone Cross. lie
belongs to Branch No. 1, C.l\1.B.A., of Windsor. 1\fr. Cole is most highly esteemed through
this section of the county, where he has been intimately known from childhood, and in every relation of life he is considered a good and worthy
citizen..
GEORGE BRATT, a retired farmer of Malden towns}?ip, County of E ssex, is one of the prominent and representative men. [Extended mention of the Bratt.family appears elsewhere.] He
was eleven years of age when the family left
England, up to which . time he had attended
school, but afterward bad but one year more of
educational opportunity afforded him. The long
journey by land to Liverpool, and then the voy-
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age to New York, consumed neady as much time
as is now required. to encircle the globe in these
days of electricity. Even then the 11ew hotne
could only be reached by a further voyage up
the Hudson to Albany, and thence by the Erie
Canal to Buffalo, again by steamer to Detroit,
and four miles further, overland, to a rentcJ
farm on the old Chicago road, now aristoc1·atic
Michigan avenue. The family remained on this
farm about five years, and then came to the
County of E ssex:, settling in Colchester South.
In young manhood l\Ir. Bratt had learned
the mason trade of Jonathan Parks, and after
his marriage he located on the La Duke farm in
Malden, engaged also in farming. H ere he remained three years, subsequently renting the
Lockhart farm near the lake, for ten years, and
'in 1872 he purchased the farm where he has
since resided. I t originally consisted of eighty
acres, to which he afterward added twenty
acres, and in more recent years he has purchased farms for his sons.
The present home farm was about half
cleared when he bought it, and he soon bad all of
it under cultivation, erecting large frame buildings to take the place of the primitive log ones.
About twenty-five years ago he built his large,
comfortable brick house. It was during that
year that our subject, assisted by John, Charles
and James Park, made 600,000 bricks, and each
built substantial brick residences, our subject's
knowledge of the mason's trade enabling him to
do the greater part of th.is branch of the work.
Other work done by him may be seen in the present Frasier bl<>ck in Amherstburg. Although
Mr. Bratt has been an extensive and very successful farmer, he has never entirely given up
work at his trade, and even in the current year,
at the age of seventy-three years, shames some of
the younger members of the craft with the skill
with which he can still lay heaYy stone walls
with all the accuracy of the finished workman.
1\Ir. Bratt enjoys the work, and appears to do it
as easily as he did in youth, but he has retired
from farming, turning over its labors to a younger generation.
1\Ir. Bratt has been t wice married, (first) to
Sarah Parks, born· Feb. 20, 1835, who died Jan.
27, 1860. His second marriage was to Elizabeth
Parks, the sister of his former wife, born Jan.
2, 1841, who died J une 19, 1890. The children
born to 1\Ir. Bratt are the following : Herbert. a
farmer in Malden, married Alice Ong<', anll they
have seven children, Eva, Lloyd, Hazel, Althia,
:Mary, Benjamin and Cora (dec<'ased). Sarah
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daughter Mary (aged ten years), and his son
John (some two years younger), Alexander Legg
and a young woman. They were surprised by a
band of Indians, who surrounded them, but Jacob .1ones made his escape by running into a
neatby creek and reached the fort in safety. The
Indians fired upon him as he ran, seven bullets
piercing the bunting shirt which he wore, but
not one injured him.
He returned with men
from the fort to rescue his friends and children
if possible, but the Indians and their prisoners
had disappeared, leaving no indications of the
course they had taken, and the captives were
given up for lost. The man Alexander Legg
eventually escaped and returned to his friends.
The young woman, after a few days' travel, was
taken ill with chills, and the Indians, not wishing to be delayed, killed her, one of them burying his tomahawk in her brain. This appalling
act was witnessed by the Jones children, who continued with the Indians to Sandusky, then an In-·
dian settlement. l\Iary was adopted into the
family of one of the Wyandotte tribe, and John
1\I.ALOTT. The record of this family in the was taken by another tribe.
He effected his
Dominion of Canada begins with the migration escape about three years afterward and made
of three brothers and two sisters, Peter, Theo- his way to Detroit, where in course of time he
dore, David, Catherine and Delilah Malott; who studied medicine with one Dr. Harvey and bemade their way to Detroit soon after the close came a physician. l\fary Jones was with the
of the Revolutionary War, in 1783. Their fa- Wyandotte tribe ten years, at the age of twenty
ther had died in the State of Maryland. Of the coming to Detroit, where she was cared for by
brothers, Peter, the grandfather of three citizens the family of Gen. McCoombs, an American offiprominent in the township of Gosfield South, cer, for three years, until her marriage to Peter
County of Essex, at the present time, is fully 1\Ialott. Through the General's influence the
mentioned below. David in time settled in the young couple settled on Grosse Ile, living there
neighborhood of St. Catharines, Ont., and de- for about one year, when an old soldier who had
scendants of his still reside there; they usually a U . E. right in tl1e township of Gos:field offered
spell the name Marlotte. Theodore drew Lot 13 to dispose of same for a cow. At that time cows
in the township of Gosfield South, next to the were scarce, and of considerable valll!e," but after
Mersea township line. Catherine became the wife due consideration the trade was made, and Peter
of Simon Girty, who was noted in the early days Malott, with his wife and chi)d, came to the new
as a fighter among the Indians. Delilah married holding, Lots 4 and 5, on the lake, where they
Henry Wright, of Colchester.
passed the remainder of their days. He immePeter 1\falott was married at Detroit to Uary diately built a rough log house and commenced
Jones whose life record is one of more than or- the work of a pioneer in an uncultivated coundinar; interest. She was brought up in stirring try, continuing to labor at the improvement of
times. We find that in 1777 there lived near . his property until his death, which occurred
Morgantown, 'Monongalia County, West Vir- Dec. 3, 1815, when he was still in the prime of
ginia, Jacob Jones and his family. A small fort life. He fell into boiling cider, and the accident
had been built into which the people collected proved fatal.
for safety. from the Indians. Land was cleared
After settling in Gosfield township, Mrs.
about the enclosure, and a few of the more venMary
Malott occasionally heard from her parturesome began clearing some distance from the
fort, Jacob Jones having a corn patch some seven ents, and she had a longing to see them again and
miles away. One morning a pa.rty of five set out visit her childhood home, which remained unsatfor the patch for a day's work--Jacob Jones, his isfied until 1817, some two years after the death
is the wife of Fred McGee, and bas four children. Arthur, a farmer near Amberstburg, · is
married and bas three children, Kenneth, Eunice and Hazel. Althea is the wife of Edwin Atldn, of ~!alden, and has three children. Joh.n is
the farmer on the home farm, and married Isabel
Belcour. In addition to rearing his own family
Mr. Bratt has reared a niece, Miss Susan Bratt.
Mr. Bratt has been a very busy man for
many years. In addition to his large farming
operations and work at his trade be bas also operated a threshing machine for the past twenty
years. The success which has attended all of his
business ventures attests the good judgment
with which he plans, and the complete manner
in which he carries this planning to completion.
In politics he is a strong supporter of the government party, and he has served in several of
the local offices, at present being collector of
taxes and school trustee. He and his family are
consistent members of the Methodist Church,
and he is one of its most liberal supporters.
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of her husband. Taking her youngest son, P eter,
then about thirteen years of age, she stat·ted
for Virginia, and the trials she encountered
in the journey can never be appreciated by the
present generation. :Mother and son were taken
across the lake to Sandusky by friends, and then
started southeast on foot, h aving no roads but
I ndian trails. But they made the trip safely,
and seventeen days after leaving their Canadian home arrived at the home of the Jones family in Virginia, parents and daughter being
united after a separation of forty years. l\Irs.
Malott was then fifty, and her father seventyeight. After a ten weeks' visit she returned to
Canada, making the trip to Cleveland on horseback, and accompanied by her brothers. After
waiting there three days sl1e and her son took
passage in a schooner for Amherstburg, and from
that point finished the journey on horseback.
Grandmother Malott, as she was familiarly
1:nown, lived to the age of seventy-eight years,
and she was able to tell many interesting stories
of her ten years' stay among the Indians. She
passed away Oct. 2, 1845, and was laid to rest
beside her husband on the homestead lot, now
owned by her grandsons, L eonard and John J.
Malott. Her descendants are quite numerous,
and in r ecent years have h eld several reunions,
the one at Kingsville, in 1902, having been a
most enjoyable affair, and attended by many of
the relatives. In 1903 they met at ~luncie, Indiana, and completed plans for a monument to
be erected in her memory at Grafton, West Virginia, near her girlhood home.
Peter and Mary (Jones) l\Ialott were the
parents of six children, namely: Joseph, Sarah,
Mary, Theodore, Ann and P eter.
Of these,
Joseph, born on GroSse lie, grew up in Gosfield,
and came into possession of Lots 6 and 7, in
that township. lie was a prominent member of
the Methodist Church, in which be served many
years as a local preacher, being well known as a
fluent speaker. Frequently he walked to Sandwich to conduct services, and it is said that in
wet weather he often arrived at the house of
worship with his Bible wet in his coat pocket.
H e married Mary l\IcKenzie, and they had two
sons and three daughters. Sarah, born Oct.' 16,
1794, died young. Mary, born July· 9, 1796, became the wife of James Wilkinson, and resided
in Gosfield. Theodore, born ·April 9, 1799, died
in childhood. Ann, born July 1, 1801, married
J ohn Williams, and ·one of their sons, Peter,
resides in Leamington, Ontario.
··
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P eter Malott, the youngest of the family, w;.~s
born ?!larch 13, 1804, in the log bouse on Lut 4,
Gosfield township, and was clen~n yea1·s olcl when
his father dieu. lie early began the work of
clearing ami cultivating th~ la nd, and pa,-~ed
his entire life on the homestcau, which eau1c into
his possession, becoming one of the thrifty aud
prosperous fat·mers of his section. The log house
in which he was _born was his home for lllauy
years after his marriage, all his children having
been born there, and it was succeeded by a frame
dwelling 25 x 35 feet in dimensions, which is
still standing, though it has been removed from
the original site and is not now used as a r£'sidence. Mr. Malott took an active part in the
affairs of his day, serving in the rebellion of
1837-38, and was present at the fighting arounJ
Amherstburg, at that time being a teamst er.
J,ater he became an officer in the local military
company, and he was a prominent figure at the
annual J nne drills, for many years . holding a
major's commission. lie was also prominent in
the religious life of his community, being a conscientious member of the Methodist Church. Before a church was built religions services had
been held in his father's house, and he was nctive
in the erection of the brick church in Kin~sville
in 1846, and served as trustee of that church for
many years. In politics he '\"as a stanch Tory,
and he was deeply concerned in the public welfare, doing all in his power, during the fifteen
years he served as councilor, to adYance the int~?rests of his township. H e passed a\\·ay l\Iay
21, 1882.
Peter l\Ialott was married at the McCormick
place, in Colchester, Sept. 24, 1822, to Julianua
\, 1gle, who was born Jnne 4, 1805, daughter of
John \Vigle, and died :May 2.1., 188~. To this
union were born ten children, of whom we have
the followin~ record: ( 1 ) Ann (dec<.'aseu) married P eter :\TcDonald, and two of her sons still
li,·e in the vicinity. (2) Jane, the widow of
Angus :McDonald, lives in Kingsville. (3) )Jnry
is the wife of Solomon Fox, of Kini-!Sville. ( 4)
Susan died when eighteen months old. ( 5) Ezra
is mentioned more fully below. (6) John .J. is
mentioned below. (7) Eliza., widow of ·william
G. Fox, makes her home in Kin~\·iiiP. (8)
rJeonard is mentioned below. (9) :Elizabeth,
wife of Solomon Ilcr, died Aug. 22, 11'99. (10)
Delight is the widow of John S. )Iiddnugh, of
Kingsville, who died Oct. 19, 1904.
EzRA MALOTT was born Jnne 7, 183:3, in the
log house on the home 'place in the township of
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Gosfield South, and there grew to manhood. He
bad such advantages as the common schools of
the time afforded, attending under Master :1\lcl\Iurray and later' under Col. King, and was
reared to farming, which has been his life work.
At the age of twenty-two years be started for
himself on a farm of sixty-five acres in Lot 3,
some thirty acres of which had been cleared.
This tract he entirely cleared and improved, residing there until his removal to the village of
Kingsville in 1890. Meantime he worked and
prospered, buying other land in the township as
he was able, and he now owns a part of Lot 4,
as well as a place of 100 acres in the 3d Concession. l\Ir. l\Ialott has, however, been more
than an industrious farmer. He has been a useful citizen, always taking a lively interest in
public affairs, served some years as school trustee,
and was a township councilor for twelve years
in succession. His political support has been
given to the Conservative party.
In 1854 1\fr. Malott was united in marriage
with J eanette Fox, daughter of Michael Fox, and
to this union have come three children: 1\:fina,
born March 30, 1855, is the wife of William
CHkenson, of Kingsville. Nora, born May 22,
1858, is the wife of Arthur R. Ferris, of Harrow,
and they have two sons, Ezra G. and Sidney E .
Sarah, born l\Iarch 5, 1862, is the wife of Hugh
Scratch, of Kingsville. 1\fr. Malott and his :famjly are members of the Kingsville 1\.fethodist
Church. Socially he is quite prominent in this
section as a member of the I. 0 . 0 . F., which
he joined in 1873, becoming a charter member
of the lodge organized at Ruthven at that time.
He has since assisted in organizing a number of
lodges in the County of Essex, including those
at Kingsville, Amherstburg, Comber, Leamington, Woodslee and H arrow.
The Fox family, to which Mrs. Malott belongs, had an important part in the early history
of this part of E ssex. The ftrst of the line in
America was Philip Fox, a native of Baden, Germany, who came to America with his wife, Cather ine (Lamer), in the year of their marriage,
1772. They landed at Baltimore, Maryland,
where they lived for several years, and then
removed to Pennsylvania, where seven of their
children were born. A number of neighbors
banded together to settle farther north, and in
the company were J ohn Wendel Wigle and
Philip F ox, with their families. Their :first objective point was Detroit, and they moved in a
leisurely manner, carrying their belongings on

pack horses and driving their cattle before them.
At one time they all lived on Grosse Ile. In
1791 Philip J..'ox removed to a farm six miles
below Windsor, near Petite Cote, but in 1794
he was fortunate enough to draw Lot No. 10, on
the lake shore in Gosfield, and sett led thereon,
he and his wife passing the remainder of their
lives on that place. Their r emains rest on the
Wesley Wigle farm, in a private buryiug.
ground. 'rheir family consisted of eight sons
and two daughters, namely : Jonas settled on
r-ot 9; Philip settled on Lot 2, Concession 5,
1\lersea township, and married a Miss Snyder;
Margaret; Judith; 'Michael settled on Lot 250,
Talbot Road West; George settled on Lot 22,
Concession 4; Henry settled on Lot 21, Concession 4 ; Adam settled on Lot 22, Concession 5;
,Ta cob settled on Lot 22, Concession 6; and John
settled on Lot 20, Concession 5.
Michael Fox, son of Philip, was born in
Pennsylvania, and grew up · in G()sfield. He
married Elizabeth Wigle, and they had children
as follows: Julianna married Peter Ileatherington; George married Mary Hairsine; Elizabeth
married (first) Daniel McKenzie and (second)
J ohn 1\Iagaw; Mary married Thomas Govereau;
Michael was the father of l\frs. Malott; J onas
married; Catherine died unmarried ; Sarah .Ann
married James Ruthven ; Lucinda married
Thomas Brush; Charles married Mary Mickle.
Michael Fox, father of Mrs. Malott, was born
in Gosfield in 1814, grew to manhood in his native place, and there married Catherine Ruthven,
who was born in Scotland in 1816. They beC:\me the parents of seven children, namely:
Colin, telegrapher at the Kingsville office, married Christine Dunbar, and they have five
children, Christine, Minnie, James, Colin and
Allan. Jeanette is t he wife of E zra Malott.
Angus married Sarah Boothe, and died in July,
1879, in Fenton, Michigan, where she resides.
Wilhelmina is the wife o£ William A. Grenville,
cf Kingsville, and they have four children, Colin,
John, Juliet and Rose. Sarah is t he widow of
Hugh Gillispie, of Kingsville, Ont. Chloe is the
wife of Solomon Wigle, of Leamington. Catherine married Wesley Wigle, of Gosfield. The
father of. this family followed farming north of
Ruthven and also carried on a general store
in Albertville, then the trading center of the
township, where he served as the first pos~
master. His death occurred J an. 27, 1850.
J oHN J. MALOTT was born Nov. 27, 1835, on
the old 1\Ialot:t homestead, where he grew to
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manhood. When he came of age he received a
share of the homestead lands and began farming
for himself, and later he bought part of his sister's share, still holding seventy-two acres of
tlie homestead property. He lives on Lot 4, and
now occupies tho second house which he put up
on the farm, a substantial brick structure, erected in 1877. For a number of years he engaged
in milling in connection with his agricultural
pursuits, in 1866 building a sawmill at Kingsville, and two years later adding a gristmill,
and he did a general milling business for fifteen
years, when he sold it. In recent years he
bought forty-seven and a half acres on the north
part of the old farm, which he has given to one
of his sons, and he owns a place of 100 acres in
another part of the township besides his own
farm. Of late years 1\Ir. )falott has turned much
of the responsibility over to the younger generation, because of ill health, but during his
active life he was very progressive in all his
undertakings, and in addition to general crops
successfully engaged in tobacco and fruit raising. lie has been quite active in the public li fo
of his locality as a leading membt>r of the Conservative party, and has served eleven years
as councilor in Kingsville, eight years at one time
and three at another. He is a member of the
I. 0 . 0. F., at Kingsville, having joined the
order at Ruthven some thirty-three years ago.
On Dec. 20, 1857, 1\Ir. )Ialott was united in
marriage with Hannah Iler, who was born in
the township of Colchester, County of Essex,
Ont., March 28, 1841, sister of Sheriff J. C.
Iler, and to this union has come a large family
1>f children, as follows: (1) Alzora, born Nov.
12, 1858, married Ernest 0. Scratch, and has
had two children, Mary and Esther. (2) Ella,
born Oct. 3, 1860, is the widow of John C.
Brown, of Gosfield, and her only daughter, Ada,
is the wife of Theodore Wigle. (3) Cora, born
Jan. 8, 1863, is the wife of J ohn Stadden, of
Gosfield, and they have had nine children-Ella
1\Iaud, born Oct. 30, 1885 ; Florence A., July 25,
1887; Edith M., Dec. 26, 1889; Ada 1\fay, J an.
15, 1892; J essie Irene, Feb. 16, 1895; William
John, May 10, 1896; Clara Grace, Jan. 27, 1900 ;
Herbert Arthur, Sept. 27, 1901; Fred Evans,
.July 15, 1903. (4) Burwell, born May 29, 1865,
married Ella Quick, and they have seven children, Ernest, Herbert, Howard, Joseph, John J.,
Harry and Edith. (5) H erbert, born Jan. 26,
1869, married Mary Forbes Pt'den, and they have
had two children, Iler, born .March 8, 1897 ; and
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Grace, bom July 24, 1901. They reside in Detroit. (6) Nettie, born .April 4, 1871, died Feb.
5, 1879. (7 ) 1\Iartin, bom July 29, 1873, lives
:· •· ~ home place. lie married Ada Wright,
·oy have had two chiluren, Brook, born
an.
Jnl.>' -· ...301, and Ethd, F eh. 23, 1903. (8 )
Harley, bom Nov. 1, 1875, married Elizabeth
Allen, and they have three children-IIugh,
born Dec. 16, 1898; Geraldine, July 30, 1900 ;
and Norma, i\ov. 19, 1902. (9) Mary Lilly,
born Feb. 17, 1879, is at home. (10) Lena ~Iay,
born May 21, 1885, is at home.
LEONARD MALOTT was born on the home place
Aug. 1, 1842, and received his education in the
public schools of the neighborhood. After his
marriage he lived three years on the home place,
in 1870 moving to Kingsville, where he has ever
since had his home. In that year he built a sash
and door factory on Main street, and for twentysix years carried on that business, selling machinery when he retired from that line. The
building is still standing. In addition to his
Kingsville property he has seventy-five acres of
the homestead farm, sixty-four acres in Lot 6,
nnd fifty acres in Concession 5, and farms· extensively. Like the other members of his family
be has been prominent in the public affairs of
his locality, and is now serving his fourth year
as councillor of Kingsville. For the past twelve
years he has been a vice-president of the South
Essex Reform Association. Fraternally he affiliates with the Masons and United Workmen, and
he was a charter member of Beaver Lodge,
I. 0. 0. F., but of late years has not been active
in the latter organization. His religious connection is with the Methodist Church, in which
he is a steward, and also a member of the Quarterly board.
On Nov. 19, 1862, for his first wife, ~Ir. Malott married Miss Belinda Augustin, only child
of Simon and Margaret (Reeve) Augustin,
pioneer settlers at Kingsville. She died in 1867,
aged twenty-two years. Two children were born
of this union: Frank, who married Maggie Rollo,
and has four children living, Guy, Belinda,
Leonard and Carl (Homer is deceased ) ; and
Maggie, who is the wife of Ernest Flanders, of
Kingsville, and has three children, Roy, Wilbur and Ernest L. For his second wife Mr.
Malott married, Aug. 7, 1870, Miss Martha Pykett, and they have had seven child~·en, namely:
(1) Peter, born May 7, 1871, occuptes the homestead in which five generations of the Malott
family have resided. Ile married Mercy llealey.
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and they have had three children-Delmar Hamilton, born J une 1, 1898; Harold Lesley, J une
28, 1901; and Esther Martha, Sept. 13, 1!)03.
(2) James died at the age of twenty-six years.
(3)Jennie is the wife of ·Robert Healey, and
has one son, Hugh l\1. ( 4:) Mabel is the wife of
Robert Black, and has one son, Fred ::\IcMurray.
(5) Edna is the wife of Hugh Coatsworth. (6)
Scott and (7) Lilburn are at home.
Mrs. 1\fartha (Pykett) 1\Ialott was born in
Gosfield South Dec. 16, 1846, daughter of J ames
and Jane (Borrows) P ykett, of Lincolnshire,
England, who were married in Kingsville, where
the father carried on farming. Besides Mrs.
Malott, Mr. and l\Irs. Pykett had the following
children : Joanna, deceased; Mary, of Gosfield
North, widow of Alex Peterson; Ellen, of Maidstone~ widow of Thomas McClos~ey; and J ohn,
Harnet and Relley, all unmarr1ed and on the
old homestead. They were reared in the faith
of the Church of England.
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CHARLES MINNIS, a prominent farmer
stock raiser of Mersea township, one of the
substantial and best known men in that line in
h is section of the County of E ssex, is not only
influential as a business man, but also active in
various other· industries. He was born in 1\l ersea
township, Feb. 3, 1846, and is of I rish extraction,
h is father, John Minnis, having been born Feb.
2, 1818, in County Down, Ireland.
Ilugh l\Jinnis and his wife, the grandparents,
who were also natives of Ireland, were married
there, and in 1818 emigrated to Canada brinaing their son, John, then but three mo~ths
age, with them. The voyage was made in a
sailing-vessel, and consumeu eleven weeks. Coming to Ontario they located in 1\Iersea township,
on the present site of the John Davies general
s~ore, in Leamington; County of Essex,· and they
lived there three years. There both parents died
leaving their. only son, John, an orphan, thre~
years old. He was adopted by Alexander Wilkinson, known as "Uncle Aleck," who owned
land and lived in what is now the center of
Leamington, and with whom he remained until
of age, obtaining a fair education. lie was reared like one of 1\fr. Wilkinson's own children, receiving a Christian training. Iris father had
left a sum of money, about four hundred dollars,
with which he bought land on what is now the
5th Concession, Lot 5, a tract of 200 acres. This
land was then a wilderness, and upon it he erected a little log house, and began the life of a
an~

'I

i •.

-..

I·~

1~
I•

u

..
I •

j •

l ~
'J

.

.

l·
,.

I

t

;f

'.

.t•• ,,' .
'

' I

',r
,!
.;•'

1

• :1

CO:\Il\IEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

L

'

, I

.'·
l :

I

, ,1

:fl

I~
'

'' j

j
I.
n
I;

' ,•

pioneer, commencing to clear off his farm and
succeeded in clearing off half the tract.' In
time he built a brick house, one of the :first in
that concession, and made other improvements.
On this place he lived and reared his family,
all of whom reflect credit on the Christian training of their devoted parents. !\Ir. :\!innis devoted his active years to the cultivation and
improvement of his farm, and the last years
of his Hfe were spent in Leamington, where he
was cared for by his youngest daughter, Mrs.
W. W. Ames, at whose home he died June 22
1901.. He was buried in Lake View cemetery:
Leammgton. Several years before his death he
lost his eyesight, and his hearing was also affect.
ed, but he bore t hese trials with Christian fortitnde. He was a consistent member of the Methodist Church, which he joined early in life, and
~ived up to its principles and t eachings, continumg steadfast in the faith until his death. He
was quite active in church matters, and his home
was used as a place of worship for many years
before Mount Carmel church was built. He was
a stanch Liberal in politics, and served as a member of the township council for a number of
y~a_rs. He was also school trustee for many years,
glVlng the land on which the school was built for
that purpose, and ever took a deep interest in
education, doing his duty as he saw it in this
as in everything else. Mr. ~Iinms was strietly
temperate in his habits, was a stanch advocate
of temperance, and was never known to take a
drink in a barroom or tavern. As a business
man he was quite successful.
On March 17, 1840, in Mersea township, Mr.
Minnis married Hester J ane l\IcGaw, who was
born l\farch 27, 1822, in Newmarket, Ont., sister
of t he late J ohn 1\IcGaw, and, as will be seen, was
married before she was eighteen years of age.
The married life of this couple extended over
sixty-one years, and they celebrated their golden
wedding on March 17, 1890, surrounded by all
their children, and grandchildren and friends.
l\Irs. Minnis lived to t he ripe old age of seventynine years, and died at tj:le residence of her
daughter, l\frs. ·w. · W . Ames, April 18, 1901 ;
she was buried in Lake View cemet ery, Leamington, where her devoted husband was laid to rest
two months later. They loved one another in
life, and wet·e not long separated by death. She
was a sincere Christian woman, a devoted member of the l\fethodist Church, and a loving wife
and mother to her large family, which consisted
of twelve children, nameiy: Mary Jane married
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'fhomas Dresser, of 1vlersea township ; Sarah Ann
married Albert Fox, of Mersea township;
Cl)arles is mentioned below; John J . is a resident
of Leamington; Hugh resides in Detroit, Michigan; l\Ialissa married Edward Foster, of Leamington ; Alexander, an evangelist, resides in
Kingsville; Chloe married Henry Foster, of
Leamington; Lydia married Robert Beacon, of
1\Iersea township; Malinda E. married Elliott
Kimball, of :Mersea township; Priscilla married
Thomas J. J. Foster, of Gosfield township;
Huldah married W. W. Ames, of Leamington.
Charles ·uinnis, the subject proper of this
sketch, was born on his father's place on Lot 5,
Concession 5, and attended the district school of
his township, remaining on. the homestead until
twenty-three years of age, working on the farm.
His father then gave him the south part of the
farm, where he started in to make a home for
himself, building a small frame house to which
he brought his bride. Here he has resided for
the past thirty-five years, making extensive and
systematic improvements on the farm, and in
1898 he built a fine brick dwelling-house, one of
the finest in the township, Jfitted with all modern
improvements, at a cost of over $3,500.· He
has also built some of the fine barns and other
outbuildings. In addition to general agriculture
l\Ir. Minnis has for several years been engaged
in raising fine Short Horn Durham cattle, having been one of the first in the township to venture raising that kind of stock. He is a member
of the Dominion Short Horn Breeders' Association, of Toronto. 1\fr. 1\finnis has been more
than a merely successful farmer. His enterprisjng and progressive spirit has brought him to
the front as a man of intelligence, one whose
opinion on all practical matters may be respected, and he is favorably looked upon wherever
known.
Mr. Minnis is a Liberal in politics, but never
sought office. He and.his wife are both members
· of Mount Carmel Church, of which he was one
of tbe organizers, and he has served as a memher of the building committee, and was one of
the first to solicit aid to build the present church
edifice. He has acted as Sunday-school teacher,
superintendent and assistant superintendent of
the Stmday-school, and has been class-leader for
over thirty-five years, as well as trustee and
steward, and a member of the quarterly official
boar d ever since uniting with the church.
.As may be inferred from the record of his
services Mr. Minnis has long been active in relig31
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ious work, in fact his interest began in boyhood.
He bas a Dible given him over forty-five years
ago by the venerable Jasper Golden, of Kingsville (who was a Sunday-school superintendent
for many years) for answering the most ques
tions from the Gospel of St. Mark. :\Ir. :Minnis,
like his esteemed father, is a man of temperate
habits, has never used tobacco or strong <lJ·in ~'•
and is so consistent on the tobacco question that
he would never grow the weed, ot· allow it to be
grown on his farm.
l\lr. ~!innis was married, in l\Iersea township,
Feb. 12, 18691 to Hannah Dresser, who was born
in 1\Iersea township April 25, 1848, a daughter
of George and Rose II. (Adams) Dresser, and
one child blessed this union, Oscar, born 1\lay 7,
1871, who died from diphtheria Sept. 12, 1879.
lie was buried in Lake View cemetery. )[rs.
Hannah (Dresser) :.\!innis died Aug. 22, 1904,
and was buried in the. Lake View cemetery.
She had been ailing for six: months, and though
she received the best of care it proved unavailing.
Mrs. Minnis proved an ideal helpmeet to her
husband, not only in the home, but in his many
benevolent and charitable interests, in all of
which he had her sincere sympathy and able
assistance.
The DRESSER family, of l\Iersea township, is
one of the oldest of this section of County Essex:,
where its representatives have for over sixty
years been identified with the growth and progress of the community. The founder of the
name in 1\lersea township was George Dresser,
who was a native of Yorkshire, England, a son
or Thomas, who li·ved and died in his native
home, stanch in his support of the Church of
England.
George Dresser, before mentioned, grew to
manhood in England, and there received a good
solid education. He 'vorked as a farmer on his
father's home, and married Rose Hannah Adams
in 1831. From time to time friends and relatives of young Dresser had crossed to America,
and appeared to succeed, and, longing for a
wider field in which to found a home, he and
his wife emigrated to America, in a sailingvessel, landing in Quebec after a long and very
tiresome voyage. From Quebec they made their
way to Ontario, and after a short time spent in
eastern Ontario, they came to the County of
Kent, living there until1841, when they removed
to County Essex, and settling in Mersea township on a tract of 100 acres they laid the foundations of a sterling old family, beginning their
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pioneer life in a log hou::;c. With his brave
wife to help and cheer him, George Dresser commenced clearing his land, and in time his sons
also assisted. Later, a br ick house replaced the
primitive log one, and substantial buildings were
put up about the farm. Upon this property,
redeemed from the wilderness by such steadfast
endeavor, George Dresser lived out his life, and
died at the advanced age of ninety-one years,
wealthy, respected and beloved. I n politics he
was a strict Conservative, and he was called upon
to serve in the township council, as well as to
fill a number of other township offices, his keen
judgment and ability making him peculiarly fitted for public office.
George Dresser was a member of the :\Iethodist Church, and took a deep interest in all
church matters, living up to his creed in his
daily life, and endeavoring to influence others to
a higher way of living. . 'l'he power that such a
man possessed in a community could not be over·
estimated. He proved by his judicious invest·
ments, his broad acres, well cultivated and well
stocked, that it is not necessary to be carcle's.'!
of a religious life to succeed, and, as all wbo had
dealings with him p roved to their satisfaction,
he never took advantage of anyone. F acts such
as these are very powerful agents in t he conversion of some people, and it was one of the
greatest sources of rejoicing on the part of l\Ir.
Dresser that through his offices many were
brought into the church. His good wife also
died on the homestead, and both were interred
in Lake View cemetery. She, too, was a devout
member of the Methodist Church, and was beloved by a wide circle of friends. The following
named children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
George Dresser: William is mentioned below.
Christopher died at the a::re of twenty years.
Thomas, who is now en~aged in farming on
the 3d Concession, in Mersea township, mRrried
~1ary Jane Minnis, daughter of the late J ohn
Minnis, and sister of Charles Minnis, of l\Iersea
township, and they have a child, Darius, a farmer of Gosfield township. Hannah married
Charles Minnis, of Mersea township. Lewis died
in young manhood. Everett is on the homestead.
Edith married ])avid Nebitt, of Leamington.
I van is at home. Margaret mar ried J ames 1\'{cCracken, of ~Iersea t o,vnship.
William Dresser, the oldest son of George
Dresser, was born in eastern Ontario, and came
to the County of Essex with his parents, locating in Mersea township, where he began work-

ing at an cat·ly age. '!'here he grew to manhood, and when he had attained maturity located on the 3d Concession, on the fat·m now owned
and operated by his brother, Thomas Dresser.
1[e exchanged the homestead fa t·m for the one
he owned, and upon it died in 1896; he is interred in the Lake View cemetery. lie was n
fir m 1\Icthotlist in r eligion, in politics a Conservative, and was a man of fot·ce and character,
very highly esteemed.
While living in :\let'SCa township William
Dresser married Rachel Wiper, daughter of
Thomas and Mary (Wilkinson) Wiper, and she
survives, at the age of seventy years, living upon
the Dresser homestead. She is a member of the
Methodist Church. The following children were
born to them: Geot·ge, a machinist of Wheatley,
Ont.; Alwida, who married Dempster Wales, of
:\fersea township; Thomas, a farmer of Mel's<'a
township; l\fary Hannah, who married Edwin
Foster, of Tilbury West; Christopher, of Middlesex:; Laura, who married William Kidd Wilkinson, of Mersea township; Ella, who married J ohn
Wales, of l'ilel'sea township; Rose Etta, who married Finley Robinson, of l\Iersea township ; William Henry, on the homestead (he married Vina
Armstrong); Howard N., a resident of Oosfield
South; and Cora, who married Albert Smith, of
the 5th Concession, Mersea township.
W ILLIAM II. NEVILLE, one of the younger farmers of Gosfield North, and a public-spirited citizen, who is ever ready to help in any movement for the bettermen t of his community, was
born March 27, 1866, ncar Pontiac, Michigan,
thot1gh he comes uf one of Canada's old f amilies,
being a son of Edward and Sarah (l\IcKenzie)
Neville.
The first of the family to settle in Essex was
Edward Neville, a native of Ireland, who came
to Canada with his family of five sons, Robert,
Edward, James, George and Francis, and one
daughter. Francis Neville was born in July,
1798, married Kaney Williams, born Oct. 4,
l 805, and settled on what is now J.-ot 271, Talbot Road South, in 1825, in the days when the
eonntry was an unbroken wilderness, and the
only road an Indian trail from the lake to Windsor. On the farm which he cleared in the midst
of this wilderness, Francis Neville and his wife
lived for the rest of their days, and of their
eleven ehild1·en nine r eached maturity: (1)
Thomas married Agnes Beatty, and lived and
died on the old homestead, leaving a family of
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tlu·ee, James (of Cottam), Robert (of South Dakota) and Nancy (wife of Charles Boorman), ( 2)
James married Sarah Wigle and settled in Gos·
field, his family are John, of Detroit; Mary,
wife of Wilthew Foster; Colin, on the homestead about half a mile from Ruthven; Testamia, wife of Michael Wigle; Dr. Wendal, of Wisconsin; Augusta, wife of Ezra Wigle; and Adelia, wife of Scott Foster. (3) Edward was the
father of William H. and Joanna. (4) 1\Iary,
wife of Charles Gilboe, o£ Gosfield, had two
daughters, Testamia, wife of Solomon Malott,
and Alwilda, wife of Albert Lonsbury. (5) Abigail married Peter Gilboe, of Gosfield, their children being Andrew, of Detroit; Serona, wife of
Fred Robinson; Isadore, wife of Grove Ilopgood ; Philemon, of the United States; Hubert,
at home; Minnie, wife of Charles Williams; and
Leonard, at home. (6) Jane is the wife of Joseph Gilboe, of l\Iichigan, and has six children,
Francis and Oscar, of Pontiac; Laura, wife of
George Johnson; Byron, Ella and Nina, at home.
(7) Charles married Adt!line Sanford and settled
in Gosfield, where he died leaving one son,
Charles, of Kingsville. ( 8) Solomon married
Julia Lamarsh, and settled in Gosfield; he has
two sons, Charles, of Cottam, and H ubert, of
Michigan. (9) Isabella is the wife of Alexander
Xeville, of Pontiac, Michigan, and mother of
Truella, now Afrs. Dusenberry, of Pontiac.
Edward Neville was born in Gosfield township, May 29, 1827, and grew up on the farm,
assisting his father and going to school long
enough to secure a limited education. In 1860
he married Miss Sarah McKenzie, who was born
in Dover township, County of Kent, in 1836,
daughter of Donald McKenzie, who came to Canada from Scotland. After their marriage the
young couple settled on a part of the Neville
homestead for some years, and then, selling their
farm, they moved to P ont iac, Michigan.
In
1869, however, Mr. Neville returned t o Canada
and purchased the present homestead, on Lot
272, Talbot Road North, then largely bush land,
which he cleared and developed into a productive
farm. H e put up a good house, barn and other
needed buildings, and continued to dwell in the
home which he' had himself made until his
death in December, 1884. His wife still lives
there with her son. The only daughter, Joanna,
born in Canada in; 1863, is the wife of Arthur
Flint, has two children, Orville and Elton, and
lives on a farm near Cottam.
William H. Neville, the only son, passed his
boyhood in the home which was later to become
I
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his own, and was educated in the schools of the
township. As he grew older he became more
and more the manager of his fatber's farm, and
since the death of the latter has continued in the
same vocation. lie is one of the extensive tobacco producers of the county, and is also largely
engaged in raising stock and grain. He has added a number of buildings to those which his father put up, and has now extensive barns and
tobacco warehouses.
Progressive and wideawake, ::\[r. Neville has always prospered.
On Dec. 27, 1887, 1\fr. Neville was married to
1\Iif;S Weltha Cohoe, born in the County o£ Oxford, June 11, 1867. She is the daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth Cohoe, who moved to their
present home in Rochester township, County of
Essex, during their daughter's childhood. Four
children have been born to Mr. and 1\Irs. Neville:
Carmine, in January, 1889; Emma, in February, 1895; Andrew E., in December, 1897; Sara
E., in April, 1901. Mr. Neville and his wife belong to the Methodist Church, in which Edward
Nevtlle was always pt•om1nent, although his wife,
Sarah, has always been a member of the Church
of England.
In public life William Neville has always taken an active part; a member of the Liberal party, he was elected in 1899 town auditor, and two
years later, at the expiration of that term of office, he was made town treasurer, a position he
is still holding. He is of the best type of citizens,
being one of those who hold themselves ever
ready for service, where it is needed, and who
strive to advance the interests of the community
in which they live. Socially Mr. Neville belongs
to tne I .O.F., Court Cottam Lodge, No. 3435.
Thoroughly manly and upright in character,
and of more t}?an average ability, William H.
Neville is a \Vortby successor to his father, who
was respected _a nd beloved throughout the region.
JAMES W. SHEPPARD, a prosperous
farmer of Gosfield township, residing on Concession 6, Lot 7, County of Essex, and one of
the leading men of that locality, was born in
Dunn township, County of Haldimand, June 18,
1861, son of William and Mary A. (Harvey)
Sheppard. The father was born in Sussex, England, in 1832, and the mother in Devonshire,
England, in 1830.
In 1854 William Sheppard came to CAnada,
settling in the County of Haldimand, where he
married in December, 1855, and for some years
engaged in farming in that county. He finally
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sold his property and located in the County of
.essex in the fall of 1880, purchasing 200 acres
then owned by Joel Broadwell. On this property he and his sons made many improvements.
Still later he purchased 100 aeres in the 5th Concession, clearing it from the bush and building
upon it. Upon this land he resided for a few
years, before retiring to the village of Cottam.
His first wife died in November, 1891, leaving
him the follo,ving children, all born in Haldimand: Annie married William Vickers, now deceased, of Gosfield North, who left two children,
:t;dward and Ethel. Mariah married John Billing, of Gosficld North, and they have no children. James W. is mentioned below~ Hattie,
:Emma and John, all unmarried, live at the old
homestead. Ellen married W. A. Montgomery, of
Gosfield North, and has six children, John, Hattie, Isabella, Glen, Archie and Mary. William
Sheppard has since married Mrs. Eliza June, an
estimable lady of Gosfield North.
·
James W. Sheppard, whose name introduces
this sketch, received hiS education in the schools
of Haldimand, and grew up upon a farm. In
1892 his father gave him 100 acres of the old
homestead, upon which he erected one of the
largest and most thoroughly equipped barns in
this section, 104 x 60, and made many other improvements, until his property is now one of the
best farms in County Essex.
In March, 1892, he married Miss Luvia. Dewhirst, a daughter of William Dewhirst, a member
of one of the old families of the township. :Mrs.
Sheppard was born in Rochester, County of Essex, June 3, 1869, received an excellent education
in the schools of the county, and for three years
was one of the popular teachers of County Essex. :Mr. and !<Irs. Sheppard settled upon theit·
farm after their marriage, and live in a handsome brick residence, which :Mr. Sheppard prepared for his bride. Two little ones have come
to their home: :Myrtle, born in July, 1893, and
Wilbur, born in J une, 1902. Politically :Mr.
Sheppard is a member of the Reform party, as
are all the members of his family, and in 1900
he was honored by election to the township council, which office he filled for four years; he has
also held the office of member of the school
board. Religiously both he and his wife are
members of the Methodist Church. His fraternal affiliations are with the I.O.O.F., Lodge No.
21S, County Essex, in which organization he is
deservedly popular. Enterprising, a good manager and excellent farmer, Mr. Sheppard has met
with remarkable success, and he is not only a

leading member of society, but also a p opulat·
one, for he has many friends throughout the
county.
KLIE. The Klie family, so worthily rept·csented in Colchester South by men of the highest
integrity and public spirit, originated in Germany, the emigrant ancestor bei.tig Godfrey Klic,
the grandfather of Henry and Albert Klie. He
was born in Germany, where he became a property owner. He married Charlotte Stolter, anu
to them were born: Augustus, who went to California, and was never afterward heard from;
Henry; Charles, a soldier in the heavy cavalry,
who was killed in the Austro-Prussian war; Augusta, who married William Raywinkle, and died
at Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Georgena, who married
Mr. Hibbey, and died in Chicago; George, who
was the first of the family to leave Germany, and
who died in Grosse Ile, Uichigan, where he had
a farm; Mina, who married 1\fr. Stootman, and
died in Detroit; John, who lived at Cairo, Michigan, where he died; Jerry, of New Canaan, Colchester North, who owns one-half of the fann
upon which the family settled on coming to this
country; Rachel, who married George Geisel, and
lives at W oodslee; and Ernest, who died in Germany. In 1855 the family left Germany for
Canada, and in time settled on a 200-acre tract
in the Ne\v Canaan settlement of Colchester
North, a wild tract that one would hardly think
fit for farming. Upon this place they built a log
house and began the difficult task of clearing the
land. Here Godfrey Klie died at the age of
eighty-two years, and his wife at the age of sev·
enty-eight years.
Henry Klie, son of Godfrey, accompanied the
family to this country in 1855. In Germany he
had wedded Louisa Duva, who was born in Old- .
endorf, Germany, May 26, 1826, daughter of
Cnristian and Hedwig (Owen) Duva, farming
people of Germany, where their lives were
passed, the father dying in 1836, aged fifty-two,
anu the mother in 1846, at the same age. They
were members of the Lutheran Church. Louisa
was the only member of the family to come to
America. The other children were: Fredericka,
.who married Frederick Oerman; ChristiDa, who
married William Ellison; Jeremiah, who married Amelia :Miller; and Henry, who married
Fredericl\a Coulter. The fathers of both ~Ir.
and Mrs. Duva were killed Ui the German Rebellion.
For three years Henry Klie remained on the
New Canaan farm, and then took his familr to
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northern Michigan and the "Soo," and also
spent some time in the copper country. Owing
to the R~bellion in t.ne States he was thrown out
of employment, and returned to the County of
Essex, for a t ime being employed at Windsor for
fifty cents per day, and for a time at Walkerville by Mr. Hiram Walker. Later he again took
up farming in Colchester North, but there was
hardly a chance to make living at that time, so
Mr. !Hie kept an outlook for more favorable opportunities. In time he succeeded in renting the
Asa Wilcox farm, on the lake front in Colchester South, and from that time on fortune favored
him. After ten years of hard work on that farm
he purchased the Peter Knapp farm of 100 acres,
in that township, paying a part down, on a valuation of $6,500. This farm needed much improvement, and 11'1r. Klie and his sons turned
their attention to developing it into the best property of its kind in the county. The father died
upon this farm, March 18, 1884, aged fifty-nine
years; his widow survives. They were members
of the Lutheran Church. In politics he was a
Conservative. To Henry Klie and wife were
born the following children: Augustus, a farmer
of Colchester South, married Libbie Geisel, and
had four children; Mary, ·deceased, married W esley Wright; Henry; Louisa married Walter McCormick; Emma married Daniel Snider ; Albert
is mentioned below; Alice married William
Springe!, of Germany, and has two children ;
·Annie married William ~1cCormick, of Colchester South, and has two children.
ALBERT KLrE, who is 'veil and favorably
known in Colchester South, as one of the prosperous farmers of that locality, was born in New
He began attending
Canaan, Oct. 20, 1865.
school after the family had moved to the lake
shore. With his brother, Henry, he operated the
home place after the death of the father, until
1902, when he purchased the interest of Henry,
and since then bas been its sole owner. It i!! a
fine farm of 100 acres, all well improved, and is
no doubt one of the very best in the county. He
raises corn, hogs and tobacco, finding that they
give him the best results. He is a Conservative
in politics. Both he and his wife are members
of the English Church, in which he is serving as
vestryman. 1\ir. Klie is a member of the Woodmen of Colchester village.
In 1892, in Colcnester .South, Mr. Klie was
married to Annie Louraine Ferriss, who was born
in Colchester South, Jan. 25, 1866, eldest daughter of Thomas II. Ferriss, and to this union have
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been born these chiluren: Vera Marguerite, who
has distinguisheu herself as a student, having
passed four examinations in two and one-half
years, and is about ready to enter the high
school; Ina Robena; Donald Ring; and Evadyne
Louraine. l\1r. and Mrs. Klie have many friends
throughout this section of country, and are very
justly regarded as popular and substantial people.
FERRISS. The Ferriss family, of which ~Irs.
Albert Klie is a charming representative, is well
known in the County of Essex. Her father,
Thomas II. F erriss, born in 1844, has long taken
an active part in public affairs. His occupation
nntil1897, was that of a farmer, but in that year
he was appointed postmaster at Harrow, and he
has since most satisfactorily discharged the duties of that office. For fourteen consecutive years
he was a member of the township council, where
his good judgment and foresight were always exercised for the good of the people. During four
of these fourteen years he was deputy reeve. Tie
married Margaret Fisher, who was born in 1845,
and their children were: Annie L., Mrs. Klie;
Miss Margaret, of Harrow; Gordon, a confectioner and baker at Harrow; Forest, of Harrow;
1\fary, widow of Charles Lowry, of Windsor;
l\fiss Blanche, at Windsor; and Lydia, wife of
Adna Brown, of Windsor. The family belongs
to the Methodist Church, in which Mr. F erriss
has been steward for many years.
BENJAMIN BROWN, assessor of the township of Tilbury West, and a prosperous farmer
of that tO\vnship, is a native of Northumberland,
England, born l\1ay 6, 1850. He is a son of Robert Brown, who was born in the same place, and
remained there until middle age, working for a
number of years in the silver mines. In his native place Robert Brown married Ann Whitfield,
and they had a family of t en children, seven of
whom were born before they left England. In
1867 :Mr. and !\Irs. Brown and these seven children left their home in Northumberland, England, and embarked at Liverpool on a steamer
which brought them to Boston, Massachusetts,
and from there they came to Ontario. Their
first location was in the County of Middlese~
where the father and three sons found employment at farm work, and they remained there
three years, at the end of that period removing
to the township of Tilbury East, in the County
of Kent. Here :Mr. Brown bought a fifty-acre
tract of bush land, which with the help of his
sons he cleared and improved, putting np a
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frame dwelling house and other necessary build- longer, when Mr. Brown disposed of his interest
ings. 1\fr. Brown spent the remaining thirty- therein to his partner, returning to his farm
one years of his life on that place, engaged in previously spoken of, where he has been successgeneral agriculture and stock raising, and died fully engaged in farming and stock r aising ever
in 1901, at the advanced age of eighty-three since. 1\Ir. Drown has attained his present prosy ears. He was buried in the Baddertown ceme- perity by the exercise of thrift and excellent
t ery, beside his wife, who passed away in March, management, as well as untiring industry, and
1887, at the age of fifty-four years. Doth were he deserves all that has come t o him. H is effidevout members of the Methodist Church, and cient di rection of his own affairs has won the
recognition of his townsmen, who have shown
~Ir. Brown was noted for his honesty and upr ight character, and his devotion to the welfare their confidence by electing him RS!>essor, which
of his family. H e was a stanch Liberal in poli- office he has held for the past seven years. He
t ical faith, but was not active in party affairs has also taken especial interest in the promotion
and had no desire for office. \Ve have the fol- of educational movements, and has been a truslowing record of the t en children born to this tee of union school No. 14, l\liddle Road, for the
worthy couple: Benjamin is mentioned below: past six years. He is a stanch Liberal in politiThomas died in the State of North Dakota ; J os- cal sentiment. Mr. Drown attends the Methodist
eph is f arming in the township of Tilbury East, Church at Comber, of which he is a consistent
County of Kent; Elizabeth (deceased) was the member and a trustworthy official, at present
wife of J ohn S truthers, of Tilbury East town- serving as steward and trustee. He has been
ship; Jane became the wife of Reuben Jones, of Sunday School Superintendent at the Methodist
Merlin, County of Kent; J ohn r esides in Merlin; Church for the past twenty years, being as active
R obson resides in Chatham, County of Kent ; in ' that branch of the work as in others. FraH enderson lives in New Ontario ; Annie, living ternally he affiliates with the Blue Lodge, A. F.
in Merlin, is tb~ widow of Solomon Gray, who
& A. 1\1., with the A.O.U.W. and with the I.O.F.,
wus killed by the bursting of a boiler; Isaac r eall at Comber, and is active in all those organisides on the homestead in the township of Til- zations. He is a man of genial disposition, and
bury East.
finds hosts of friends in all the r elations of life.
Benjamin Brown r eceived a somewhat limited
On 1\larch 7, 1879, in Bothwell, County of
education in his English home. He was brought Kent, 1\fr. Brown married Miss Victoria H all, a
up in a mining region, and at the age of eleven native of Raleigh township, daugllter of Samuel
and a half years commenced work in the mines, Hall, and to this union seven children have been
which he continued unt il leaving England with born : James Melville resides on the home farm ;
his parents. I n the County of 1\fiddlesex, Ont., Annie Harriet married William F. Campbell, of
he was employed at farm labor, beginning at $7 Westfield, Ont., and has one son, J ames H. ; Ilarper month, and after t wo years ther e he r emoved riet Eva married J ohn Ford, of Comber; Delto the County of Kent, where he worked on the bert Guy and Sabre Alma are at home; H oward
f a rm with his father for four years. There Ben- Ervin died when four years old; Everett Wilj amin and his brother 'l'homas rented a tract of ford is the youngest. All the family unite with
250 acres in Raleigh township, County of Kent, the Methodist Church. l\Irs. Brown is known
anu they carried on general farming on that land as an excellent Christian woman, a devoted wife
for three years. At the end of this time Benja- and mother, and the entire family stands high
min Brown bought a 100-ac're tract in the town- in the esteem of the community.
ship of Tilbury East, which he owned and cultivated until 1883, in which year he sold out and
WILLIAM RAPER, who has the distinction
came to the County of Essex. H ere he bought of being one of the oldest railroad conductors in
a tract of land on Lot 2, Middle Road, in the Western Ontario, comes of -honorable English:
township of Tilbury West, and carried on farm- parentage. Thomas Raper, his father, was born
ing there until 1889. That year 'be rented his in 1800, in Devonshire. By trade he was a tailor
farm and embarked in the hardware business in and this he followed until the time of his death,
Comber, in 'p artnership with William Goatbe, in 1859. 'l'he mother of William Raper was also
under the firm name of Goatbe & ·Brown, this of English b irth and parentage, and bore the
connection· la.Sting· for seven · years, when M'r: maiden name of Harriet Smith. These parents
Goatbe sold otit to .Thon:ias Beattie. Brown and had a f~milY: of seven children born to them, as
Beattie continued the b'us'iness for two . years follows : Thomas, who learned his father's trade,
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and is deceased; Annie, who marr ied John Watson, accompanied him to Ontario, settling at London, where Mr. Watson became one of the first
conductors on the Great Western Railroad, his
death occurring in 1894, from accidental drowning;- Harriet, now deceased, was the wife of
James Gordon Cummings; J ames, who still resides in England; Emma, who became l\1rs. J ackson, and resides in England; 1\fary Ann, who bas
been twice married and who lives in England;
and William, of 'Vindsor.
William Raper, the youngest member of his
parents' family, was born Aug. 11, 1843, in
County Surrey, England, and in 1868 he became
a resident of London, Ont., and soon after became connected with the Great Western Railroad as brakeman, in which capacity he served
for two years. I n 1870 he was promoted to t he
position of conductor, and this position he held
until the Great Wester n merged into the Grand
Trunk, and his valuable services were recognized
by the new organization, and he has been ever
since retained, his term of service being longer
than any other official of his rank, in all Western Ontario.
I n 1869 l\Ir. Raper was united in marriage
with Miss Lavina, daughter of John Ball, who
was also born in England. To this union these
chiloren have been born : William and Frank,
who died in childhood; Victor, who is now bookkeeper for Alexander Nelson, of Windsor; and
Anne Gert rude, who is the wife of Alexander
Stewart, a phat·macist of Windsor. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Raper belong to the Church of England. ~1r. Rapet· is f raternally connected with
· the Order of Odd Fellows, and was a charter
member in the organization. of the Order of Railway Conductors.
:kailroad men are notable travellers, and although many of them must be content with only
the season's changes of landscape, they cover as
many miles of surface as do a great number of
those wlw dash around the globe with t heir attached cyclometers. In the case of Mr. Raper, 150
miles for each seven days of the week, for thirty
years, count up to a large number, and aggregate
enough to have encompassed the globe sixtyfour times. I n all these years of faithful service
he has escaped ~c;erious accident, has met with
many adventures, and has formed and cemented
many lastin~ friendships. His courtesy. and attention havP. won h im commendation from both
the road and a grateful travellin.g p ublic.
JOSEPH BENETEAU, a prosperous and
influent'ial farmer of the 2nd Concession, in
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Anderdon township, comes of an old Prench
family who were among the pioneers of the
County of Essex.
The first of the family in Canada was the
great-grandfather of J oseph, who was known as
the first settler in the region around the Canard
RiYer. His son Charles, with his wife, Catherine (Vigniux), also came from France before
the days of the American Revolution, and settled in the same locality, in what is now Sandwich West. Charles Beneteau fought in the
War of 1812. He died at his home, leaving a
family of fourteen children, all now deceased
except one daughter, Zoe, who is the wife of Colbare Lavoi, of Bay City, Michigan. The others
were Charles, Anbroise, Athanas, Alexander,
Laurant, Thomas, Felix, Florence, Aunj elic,
Fannie, Olive, Arcange and Fubrani.
Alexander Beneteau was born in Sandwich
West, in August, 1819. When very young he
learned the trade of carpenter in Amherstburg,
and worked at it until he saved enough to buy
a farm-the present Beneteau homestead, then
only wild land. He built a log house and settled
down to life as a farmer, as such proving very
successful. As time went by he added to his
original purchase until at his deat h be was able
to leave a farm to each son. He was a consistent
member of the Catholic Church, and among the
founders of both the Amherstburg and St.
Joseph (River Canard) Churches, the latter
erected on a part of the Beneteau homestead in
1864. Mr. Beneteau never took any active part
in politics, but always voted a straight Conservative ticket.
Alexander Beneteau was married twice, first
to Mary Martin, by whom he had two children,
as follows: (1) Philoman is the wife of Felix
Bazaire, of Anderdon, and has a large family,
)fary, .Alan, Eugene, Dolphic, Rene, Rose, Eli,
Theophile, Azane, Remon, Clement and Alida.
(2) Patrick, born in Anderdon, was married to
his first wife in Windsor in 1882, and to his second wife in Quebec; they now reside in St. Paul,
l\Iinnesota, where he is an active and well-to-do
business man. He has four children, Thomas,
Corinne, Charlotte and E ugeni. In 1850 Alexander Beneteau married for his second wife Fubrane Mon forton, who was born in 1820 in Sandwich West, and she passed .away fifteen years
before his death, in 1869. By this union ther~>
were children as follows : (1 ) J oseph is mentioned below. (2) Maurice, born in 1853, married Miss Rose Parent, of Walkerville, and the~
now reside in Detroit; they are t he parents of
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Lewis, Corinne, Rose, Edmond and Stanley. (3)
Josephine, born in 1855, is unmarried and living
at the old homestead. (4) :Maxim, born in 1857,
married ~Iiss Louisa Bondy, and resides on a
part of the old homestead. He has six children,
Alexander, Herman, Eugene, Rosa, Abertine and
1\Iary. (5) Elizabeth, born in 1859, is the wife
of Henry Parquette, of Anderdon, where they
reside, in the 2nd Concession. Their children
are Louise, Ernest, Leo, Edmond, Rose, Ema,
Corinne and Florine. ( 6) Alan died in child- ·
hood.
Joseph Beneteau was born on the present
farm, on the Canard River, in Anderdon, Oct.
12, 1852, grew up there, and was educated in the
district schools. He remained at the home with
his parents until they died, after which he became manager of the old farm. On Nov. 14,
1887, Mr. Beneteau married 1\fiss Matilda Burns,
who was born in Quebec in 1860, daughter of
Alexander Burns and :Mary (Peoo). The Burns
family came from Quebec and settled in Anderdon, where the parents both died, and there Mrs.
Beneteau was brought up, receiving a fair education. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Beneteau settled on a part of the old homestead,
where Mr. Beneteau has erected modern buildings and made one of the finest farm homes of
the section. To his original home he has added
by purchase seventy acres, and is one of the
prosperous and well-to-do farmers of his locality.
To him and his wife eight children have come, as
follows : Corinne, born Nov. 10, 1888; Louis,
~larch 10, 1890; Leo, April 6, 1892; Oriel, Nov.
2, 1893; Ernest, in March, 1895; J ohn, J une 18,
1897 ; Thomas, Feb. 13, 1901 ; and Alfred, Dec.
9, 1902. Religiously the family are all members
of the Catholic Church.
Politically Mr. Beneteau has always been
identified with the old Conservative party and
has been an active politician. · He has filled the
office of school trustee three years in Anderdon ;
in 1 889 he was elected member of the Anderdon
council, which office he filled five years, and he
also served three years as deputy reeve of Anderdon, all of which tr usts he filled with distinct
ability and to the credit and satisfaction of his
constituents. He is a member of the C.M.B.A.
and also of the John Baptist Order, of the Can~
ard Church orders. Mr. Beneteau is one of the
leading representative men of .Anderdon, and
stands high in his community as a man of character and honor, looked up to and respected by
all.

WILLIAM PETTYPIECE. Seldom is the
death of one man in a community the cause for
such universal and widespread grief and regret
as was felt in Anderdon over the loss of one who
had walked among his fellowmen f or many years,
sympathizing alike with their joys and sorrows,
and ever ready to lend a helping hand to all in
need. The death of William Pettypiece was a
sorrow not :alone to his family, but to all who
had known his many virtues of mind and heart.
He was born in County Sligo, Ireland, in 1816,
and died at his home in Anderdon township,
County of Essex, Feb. 23, 1893.
William Pettypiece spent the first thirty-four
years of his life in his native land as a farmer.
In 1844 he married Miss Mary Duke, a n:ative
of the same county, and six years afterward,
with his wife and three children, Mr. Pettypiece
embarked for America, to seek a new home in
Canada. They came in a sailing-vessel to Quebec, the voyage covering a period of nine weeks.
Going westward from Quebec they settled in the
County of Essex, on the present homestead in
Anderdon, in the 7th Concession, Lot 51 which
Mr. Pettypiece bought and proceeded to clear.
He put up a log house, which continued to be t he
home of the family until 1870, when he erected
the present residence. Mrs. Pettypiece survived
her husband seven years, continuing t o live on
the old homestead until Feb. 12, 1900. She
was a woman of many Christian virtues, and
shared with her husband t he love and respect
of the people of Anderdon. The memorial verses,
\Vhich we give herewith, were composed by :Miss
Violet J . Pettypiece.
IN MEMORY
Of William Pettypiece, who died Feb. 23, 1893.
Dear Father thou hast faded,
As fade the sweet flowers,
When Autumn's invaded
This bright land of ours.
No rose t hat we cherished,
With care on its bough,
Drooped, faded and perished
As quickly as thou.
Thine eye lost its brightness,
Thy cheek lost its bloom;
Thy form lost its lightness;
And sank in the tomb.

.~
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Nature's zephyrs are sighing;
IIer roses are shed.
For father is lying
In peace with the dead.

Why should we sorrow at or grieve
0 'er this our recent loss 1
Her pathway to the home above,
Was shadowed by the cross.

But why should our blossoms
With sorrow be riven
For o!le of earth's blossoms
Transplanted in Heaven Y

And with the Angels in H eaven
Ahove she now may sing,
The grave has lost its victory,
And death its baneful sting.

The saints gather round thee
In garments of white,
And J esus has crowned thee
An angel of light;

We pray that we may be prepared,
Like her, when death appears,
That through the valley we may go
Devoid of doubts and fears.

Oh, there shall we meet thee,
When life's dreams are o'er,
And joyfully greet thee
With ldnd words once more.

That "by the river we may meet,"
When all our trials are o'er,
With her to tune our hearts and sing
Upon the Golden Shore.

IN :MEMORY
Of Mrs. Mary Pettypiece, who died Feb. 12, 1900.
Death has been here and borne away
Dear mother from our side;
H ow sad our hearts, how lone our home.
Since our dear mother died.
Inevitable is the doom
Of all-the young, the old
1\Iust meekly bow their head and go
To Death 's embraces cold.
H e comes into our midst again,
Ere sorrow is forgot;
Our dear mother is the sacrifice
And Oh! he spares her not.
She is gone, our dear mother,
Never more on earth to dwell;
We have loved her, we do miss her,
Though she lives where all is well.
She is sleeping, our dear mother,
Resting on the Savior's breast;
Resting where she longed to number
With the saved and the blest.
Four lonely graves, four empty chairs,
Deal gently, Lord, in days to come,
Let blessing rest upon our homeLord, stay Thy hand.
Loving friends respect our sorrow,
Share our grief and lend a tear;
All because our dear mother
Has been taken from us here.
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Both Mr. and Mrs. Pettypiece were members
oi the Church of England, and for many years
attended the church of that denomination in
amhcrstburg, and later St. Stephen's, in South
Sandwich. Politically 1\fr. Pettypiece was a Conservative, and for many years was collector of
taxes for Anderdon. He was a member for a
number of years of the Order of Orangcmen.
he was very successful and accumulated a large
amount of property, at one time owning 875
acres of land in Anderdon township which was
divided among his children.
There were nine children in the family of
William and :Mary Pettypiece: (1) John, the eldest, born in Ireland, married Miss :Mary A. Best,
of Colchester South, and lived in Anderdon until 1896, when he moved to Manitoba, where he
followed farming. Ilis death occurred at his
.~.orne Aug. 19, 1904. He had a family of £ve
chudren, Forest, Clifton, Judson,· Nellie and
Perry. (2) Sarah, born in Ireland, and educated
in the County of Essex, is the wife of J oshua
Carnahan, who is a farmer in Anderdon. They
have no family. (3) Anthony, born in Ireland,
married Miss Jennie Johnson, of Anderdon, and
they have bad eight children, Mary A., (who
died when a young lady of eighteen), Maggie
B., William H., Charles E., Mabel B., Norvil F.,
Clarence F. and Evelyn E. They now reside in
Manitoba, where he is engaged in farming. (4)
William, born in Anderdon, died on his home
farm in Anderdon, in April, 1894. (5) Charles
Duke, born in Anderdon, when a young ntan
purchased a farm in the 8th Concession, where
he still resides, unmarried. ( 6) Duke A., born
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at the present home, grew up there and was
educated in the district schools. He never married and remained at home until his death, Sept.
7, 1903. Some years ago he took one of his father's farms in the 8th Concession, which he looked after, ·and also superintended the old homestead farm.' (7) Violet J., born at the present
home (which is known as Stillbrook Farm), was
educated in the home schools. She has always
remained at home, where her comforting care
eased the last days of her parents. She is a
lady of culture and refinement, and every part
or their home shows her handiwork, her draw- '
i ngs, paintings, needlework, being genuine
works of art.
Miss Pettypiece is well
wrsed in the current literature of the
day, and is herself a. writer of no mean
ability, contributing to various periodicals.
Her life has been devoted ~o others, and
to making all around her happy. She is a .
member of the Ladies' Aid of St. Stephen's
Church, Sandwich South, and is known as the
''silent worker. 11 (8) George E., born at the
old home, married Miss Eva Jones, of Manitoba,
and has one son, Herbert. They reside on his
farm on the 7th Concession in Anderdon. (9)
Wellington E. died when seven years old.
FRANCIS E. LARA~IIE, a prosperous
farmer and owner of the brick and tile plant in
Malden· township, County of Essex, as well as
an extensive ranchman of the North-West Territory, is a son of Alexander Laramie, a native
of Quebec, of French parentage. When a young
man Alexander Laramie came· t o Colchester
South, in 1843, and engaged in farming. Later
he was a sailor for a t ime on the Great Lakes.
In Colchester South he married Sarah Richardson, a member of one of the old families. For a
time he conducted his father-in-l aw 's fann, and
later the family went t o Michigan, but returned
after a few years. .In fact, they were much inclined to move, and during the thirty-nine years
of their married life it is claimed Mr. and Mrs.
Laramie made thirty-nine changes. The father
last farmeq in Malden township, where he died
in 1889, aged seventy years. The mother is still
living, and is a resident of Colchester South.
'Fo them were born : .Mary Melinda married
Charles Cornell, of Michigan; John died aged
nine years; Lucinda Ann (deceased) married
William Van Brocklan, of Detr~it ; Francis E.
is mentioned below; George is a farmer of Malden t ownship; .William Alexander is a resident
of Laingsburg, Michigan ; Edgar is a· resident of

Gosfield South; Charles Wesley died in ADderdon, aged twenty-one years; Lewis Arthm· died in
Anderdon, aged twenty years; Thomas is an engineer in Delray, Michigan; Margaret Jane died
aged two years; Norman died aged twenty-one
years; Sarah Delilah died aged three years.
Francis E. Laramie was born on his grandfather Richardson's farm in Colchester South,
Jan. 21, 1850. As the family was not long in one
place, h~s chances for education were not many,
and he began providing for himself at the age
of ten years, at first only receiving his clothes,
board and lodging in payment. When he was
twenty-one years old, he cOmmenced farming in
Malden township on rented land, t.hus continuing ten or twelve years. His first purchase was
of ten acres in Malden township. Later he sold
this, and bought fifty acres in Lot 38, Concession
4, and just rece.n tly he purchased the old Graveline farm of 100 acres and carries on the t'\Vo pro.
perties.
Some thirteen years ago, in company with
Durias Wygle, he started on his farm a
plant for the manufacture of brick and tile.
After five years the partnership was dis
solved and he has since conducted the business alone, his annual output being 200,000
brick, as well as large quantities of tiling,
selling to the local market. I n a single
year the business done represents $5,000, and all
is carried on by Mr. Laramie, who as a boy
little more than saw the inside of a school room.
l<.;xperience is a great teacher-in his ease has
proved a ver y good one. In 1900 he went to the'
North-West and located a ranch. In 1903 a
stock company o£ Amherstburg and Kingsville
gentlemen was formed, and :\Ir. Laramie was
chosen managing member. He visited the property last spring, and put a competent man in
charge of the 250 head of cattle. In his politics
Mr. Laramie is independent, and takes a deep
interest in f he advancement of the temperanc~
cause. He had 'lP.rved one year in the to'vn council. Socially he is a member of the Scotia Lodge
of Good 'l'emplars, at Malden.
Mr. Laramie has been twice married. His first
wife was Dina Waldren, who died at the age of
twenty-five years, leaving a daughter, Gussie,
who is now the wife of Herbert Mickle, of Delray, :Michigan, and has one daughter, Mabel.
The second marriage of Mr. Laramie was to
Rosina Reneau, and they· have children as follows: Louis Arthur, Eli ·Ellis, Morris George,
J essie Louisa, Edith Marvilla, Elmer Francis,
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Bertha I rene, Lorain 1\Iildred, l3uelah Edna, Orville Alexander, Stanley E verett, Clifford Earl,
and Sylvia May.
JOSEPH L. ST. LOUIS, councillor and
farmer o{ Sandwich East, living on the Tecumseh Road, County of Essex, Ont., was born on
his present estate, June 26, 1854, son of Louis
St. Louis, and Anna ( Parrin) St. Louis, who
were both born in Sandwich East, he in 1817 on
the river front, and his wife June 13, 1815. She
was a daughter of J acob and 1\Iary Parrin, pioneers of the county. The property occupied by
our subject is a portion of the old homestead
where the father died in 1892, 11aving been a
very successful farmer.
The children born to himself and his wife
were: Catherine St. Louis was born in 1849, a
year after t he marriage of her parents, at the old
homestead, where she received a good education,
and is now the wife of Napoleon Rivard, now
deceased, who resided on Concession 2, Sandwich
East. They had a family as follows: Paul, Dennis, Katie, Annie, Dellima, l\fazie and Rosie. The
second child was our subject. The excellent
mother died in December, 1897. Both parents
were consistent members of the Catholic Church,
and he was among the founders of the church
in his section of tlie county.
J oseph L . St. Louis is the only son of this
pioneer family, and he g-rew to manhood on the
farm, and obtained a liberal education in the
public schools of Sandwich East. He continued
as a farmer until he engaged in the hotel business in Sandwich in 1891. In this line he continued for three years, and then bought the
" Dominion House" on t he Tecumseh Road, operating that for three years, when he sold the property and again gave his undivided attention to
farming operations, although he had never
ceased to manage the farm . On Nov. 24, 1879,
he married Miss Kittie Pratt, born on 'March 31,
1856, in Sandwich West, a member of a prominent pioneer family. Seven children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. St. Louis, of whom Edward
and George died in boyhood. Rosie, born May,
1881, is a well-educated younA' lady at home;
Alexander, born J anuary, 1887 ; Jasper, born
lM9; Fred, born 1893; and P hrasie, born 1896.
P olitically Mr. S t. Louis has always been
identified with the L iberal party, and in 1899
was elected a member of the council of Sandwich
Ea~t, which position he still holds, and be has
been a school trustee for six years. Religiously·
he, his wife and family are consistent members

..J.!) l

of the Catholic Church, which was foundeu anu
supported by both .his father and grandfather.
~rr. St. Louis is one of the rep~tive men of
the County of Essex, and stands very h igh in
the confidence and esteem of his fellow·towusmen.
WILLIAM STOKES, a leading citizen of
Windsor, who passed away at his home in this
city, Aug. 31, 1899, was a native of Canll.da, of
Irish ancestry, born in 1838, in the city of Quebec. For many years he was prominent both in
business and political life.
William Stokes, Sr., h is father, was born in
tl1e Emerald Isle, and married there prior to his
removal to Quebec. By trade he was a cooper,
and this honest occupation lie industriously followed until his death. His three sons were
named : Thomas, James and William.
T he late William Stokes grew up under his
father's care and was taught his trade. Being of
an adventurous disposition, and possessing most
excellent business qualifications, be engaged in
trade with the West Indies, takin~ his stock
there and exchanging it for sugar, which he disposed of in Quebec. Later be became interested
in the lumber business, and engaged extensively
in the same in Quebec, in t he County of Kent,
and also in the United States. About 1884 he
settled in Windsor, and durin.g his latter days
was connected with H er Majesty's Customs in
that city. His wide acquaintance and extensive
travel made him a most excellent official, as well
as a:zreeable companion, while his unimp('achable integrity and uprightness o.f character, won
him the confidence of the Government, and the
respect and esteem of his fellow-citizens. Deeply
interested, as a man of h is intelligence would be,
in public affairs, he labored for the success of
the ConlServative party. ·
Mr. Stokes was twice married, first to ~ lary
Ann l\fnrray, a native of Quebec, and to this
marria~e seven children \vere born, namely:
J ohn William, who is a commercial traveller ;
William, station agent at Whiteley, who married
1\·f argaret Armstrong, and has two children,
Norma and Erick; Edward and Ellen, both deceased; Louisa l\fay, who married D. A. Wilson,
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and has one son. Eugene;
Charles Clifford, who is a resident of Cincinnati;
and Georg-e, deceased.
I n 1877 Mr. Stokes was united to the estimable lady who still survives him, making her
home in Windsor. She was 1\Iiss Frances Ball,
born in 1850, in· Delaware, Ont., arid educated
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in Delaware and in London. She is a daughter land, and became one of the progressive farmers
of btearne and Theodocia (Ledwith) Ball, the of this section, becoming the owner of 500 acres
former of whom was born July 8, 1819, in Ire- of land prior to his death, which occurred Feb.
land, and the latter in the same country, Dec. 6, 1885. His wife survives, making her home on
2, 1815, and both parents now reside with Mrs. the old homestead. Religiously Thomas Plant
Stokes in her pleasant home in this city. The was a Presbyterian, while politically he was a
ancestral lines may be traced still farther back, member of the Reform party, and became very
the paternal grandfather having been Thomas prominent in local affairs, serving as clerk of
H ewitson Ball, who was born in 1784, in I re- Maidstone for ten years. For twelve years he
land, and died in 1856, a son of Stearne Ball, served as reeve, and for one year was warden
who was born in 1750, in Ireland. The name of of the county. Taking a deep interest in school
the wife of Thomas H. Ball was Frances matters, he served upon the school board, was
W emyss. The maternal grandfather was Rich- its secretary and treasurer for a long period, and
ard Ledwith, and this family may also be traced . he always encouraged what he thought tended
far back in Irish history. The family born to toward the advancement and development of
Mr. and Mrs. Ball included six children, 1\1rs. the Mlllmunity. He a.lso served As president of
Stokes being the third in order of birth, the the Agricultural Society of l\1aidstone, and was
others being: Ernest, who married Kate How- the county representative. To himself and wife
son, and had the following children: Stearne, were born the following family: (1) Alfred, born
Mabel, Edward, Fred and Fanny; Maria, de- in Scotland. in 1855, resides on his farm in
ceased, who married Rev. Deacon; Stearne, of Tilbury West; he married J aoe Wright, of MaidDetroit, who married a Miss Duncan, and has stone, and they have three children, Florence,
children, Helen, Charles, Jessie and Frances; Garnet and · Thomas. (2) Agnes, born in 1857,
J ames, of California, who has children, Ernest married Charles "Hicks, of Maidstone, and has
and Theodocia; and Shirley, who married Eliza- four ·children, Ernest, Lillie, Myrtle and Roy.
beth Lundy, of Niagara. The children born to
( 3) Walter, born in 1860, died in 1885. (4)
the late William Stokes and wife were these: Edwin was the fourth in order of birth. (5) _
Theodocia, Gertrude, Ernest, Otway,_Florence, Oliver, born in June, 1864, resides on his :farm
Percy and Kathleen.
.
·
in Maidstone; he married Miss Grace Totten, of
l\frs. Stokes is an earnest member of the Maidstone, and they have :five children, Ella,
(..,1mrch of England, as was also the late Willia~ Walter, Stanley, Ernest and William. (6)
Stokes. In his death this community lost one Thomas, born in 1867, married Miss Edith Wilof its prominent citizens and ,a most devoted cox, of Rochester township, and they reside on
family a loving husband and careful and indul- the old homestead. (7) Ella, born in 1868, degent father. His memory is cherished by rela- ceased, married John K. Arnold, of Maidstone,
tives. and friends as a precious possession ·while now of Montana, and had one son, George C. .
his business success, public services and ~ublic
· Edwin . Plant was reared on the home farm,
spirited activities identified his name with the
and worked upon it until 1888, when he married
history of Western Ontario.
Miss Elizabeth Going, born in the County of
Bruce,
Ont., in July, 1867, daughter of George
EDWIN PLANT, reeve of the township of
Maidstone, and a prosperous farmer of the Mid- and Caroline (Reed) Going, who were among
ole road, Lot 15, County of Essex:, was · born the pioneers of the County of Halton, Ont. In
on the old Plant homestead, that township, June 1876 they removed to Windsor, where Mr. Going
8, 1862, son of Thomas and Jemima (Blackie) was employed by the Michigan Central railroad,
but is now retired. Mrs. Going was a descendAnt
Plant, old pioneers of Maidstone.
Thomas Plant was born in Cheshire, England, of a United Empire Loyalist family. Besides
April 17, 1826, and was reared and educated in Mrs. Plant tbeir children were: Rev. Arthur H.,
his native land. His wife was born in Scotland, B. A., a Methodist minister of London; Dr. J.
June 20, 1829, and there grew to womanhood. William, a physician of Sahuaripa, Mexico;
There, too, in 1854, they were married, and two Caroline, wife of Capt. H. E. Crow, of Chatham;
years later they came to Maidstone, where they anct Marguerite, wife of E. E. Standish, of
started in as pioneer farmers, making their home 1\faidstone. Mrs. Plant was educated in the
:for a number of years on their original property, Windsor high school, and prior to her marriage
in a little log cabin.- Mr. Plant cleared up his was a popular teacher in Maidstone.
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Mr. and :Mrs. Plant settled on their present
farm where they own 150 acres of land, the
greater portion of which is improved. lie erected barns upon his property, and has made his
farm into a very pleasant and comfortable home.
In addition to this farm he also owns other property.
'l'wo children have been born to Mr. and :Mrs.
Plant: Arthur H ., born in January, 1890, is now
a student in the Essex high school; Ethel, born
in September, 1894, is a bright little student of
the home schools. Religiously 1\Ir. all(l :Mrs.
Plant attend the Methodist Church, and ~Irs.
Plant was a teacher in the Sunday-school. 'The
political affiliations of Mr. Plant are with the
Reform party, and for two years he served as
secretary and treasurer of the scl10ol board. In
1891 he was elected a member of the Maidstonc
council, which position he filled with ability for
seven years, and in 1901 he was further honored
by election to the office of reeve, an office he
has since .filled with marked ability. He has
been a director and treasurer of the North Essex
Agricultural Society since 1885, and treasurer
of the great Southwestern Agricultut·al Society
of Essex: for a number of yea.rs. Fraternally he
is a member of the A. 0. U. W. louge of Woodslee. That Mr. Plant is a very popular man,
his numerous elections to positions of honor and
responsibility prove, and they demonstrate, too,
the confidence the people of Maidstone feel in
his ability and integrity. In every relation of
life he has proved himself a true man, whose
ring is sound and clear. His family is an old
and honorable one in this locality, and its representatives have played an important part in the
development of this part of Ontario.
JAMES DUTOT, who is known in the town-

ship o£ Tilbury West, as one of the leading farmers and most successful dairymen of his section,
was born Sept. 19, 1856, on the Island of Jersey,
and belongs to one of the old lluguenot families which escaped to Jersey from religious persecutions in France.
Daniel Dutot, his grandfather, was born on
the Island of Jersey, his father b eing one of the
refugees. Ilere he acquired wealth through
cattle raising, which business he followed all his
life, providing choice cattle for t he English market. His wife, Catherine Lecauteur, came also
of a family of refugees, and her life was passed
in J ersey. Their five children were: Daniel,
who died in France; J ohn; Elias, a sailor, who
died in South Africa; Mary, and Elizabeth.
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John Dutot, the father of James, was born
on the Island of Jersey, and was educated in
both the I<'reuch and English languages. lie
\~as reared to the work of a gardener. lie married Mary Ann Nicolle, who was born in Jersey,
Jan. 9, 1820, only child of Peter and Susan
(Blanpie) Nicolle, and granddaughter of Peter
Nicolle, who married Magdalena Duchemin, a
native of the Island of J ersey, who came from
Huguenot stock which originated in France.
:r-,I.rs. Dutot is still living, and now makes her
home with her son James. She and her husband
had the following children: John is a farmer in
Tilbury West; Peter died young; l\Iary .Ann
married Larue Smith, and died in Colchester (all
of these were born on the Island of J erscy) ;
Elizabeth, born in the County of Perth, Ont.,
married James Bailey, of Colchester South; anti
James is mentioned below.
The Dutot family started for Quebec in 1862,
on the saiii ng vessel "Alice Jane," commanded
by Capt. Le Greau, and, after a voyage of six
weeks, landed at Quebec. They went into the
County of Perth, Ont., and settled on land where
they lived for eight years, coming then to the
County of Essex. H ere they located on Lot 7,
Concession 10, Tilbury West township, wl1erc
Mr. Dutot secured a farm of 100 acres. At that
time the country was still but a vast wilderness,
but a log honse was soon constructed, and here
was made the family's permanent home. The
father died here May 24, 1887, and was buried
in McDowell Cemetery. H e was a Liberal in his
political views, and in religious connection was
a member of the Church of Englan<'l. His widow
still survives and is very active for one of her
yPars. She has long been a valued memb£>r of
the Methodist Church.
James Dutot was but six years of age when
he accompanied his family to Canada, and he
grew up and received his education in the
County of Perth. The schools were, in his day,
poorly managed, and the sessions were held in
log buildings many miles apart, but those an:dous for an education were willing to make many
sacrifices to obtain it. He remained assisting on
the home farm until he was twenty-four years
01u, and then went to farming for himself, settling on Lot 8, Concession 10, which was his
maternal grandfather's farm. Mr. Dutot has
been located there ever since and has met with
much success. He is an excellent farmer, and
raises a. large amount of stock, making a r-pecialty of Short IIorn Durhams. taking f?rent pride
in the splendid specimens he bas produced.
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On April 25, 1888, in Tilbury West township,
Mr. Dutot married :Mary A., daughter of Alfred
and Charlotte (Humphrey) Halliday, and they
have six children: Mary Charlotte, who died
aged twelve years; Elizabeth Maud; Grace Mildred ; Ruth Lillian; Susan Jane; . and Alfred
Nickle.
1\Ir. Dntot is an active member of the Presbyterian Church at Comber, and is interested in
the Sunday School. Fraternally he is connected
with the A.O.U.W. and the K. 0. T. of M., and
is also a Master .1\Iason, connected with the local
lodge. In addition be is a valued member of the
Tilbury West Agricultural Society, as well as
the Shorthorn Breeders' Association of Toronto.
I n every relation of life he is a man of sterling
character, one of those who justly represent the
best class of citizens in any community:
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CHARLES MICKLE, who is one of the prominent citizens of Malden township, County of
Essex, a member of the m1,1nicipal council and a
prosperous farmer, is a descendant of one of
the pioneer settlers of this locality.
William Mickle, the great-grandfather of
Charles, was a native of Ayrshire; Scotland, and
in early manhood came to work in the docks
along the lake front in the County of Essex, at
his .trade of ship carpenter, making his home at
Amherstburg. His death occurred in that city.
In Chatham he married Hannah Turner, who
received a pension after his death, as the widow
of a soldier in the English army during the Revolution; her death occurred at the home of her
son William. Her husband built a log h(!use in
Arnherstburg, just opposite the present Echo
office, and there be reared this family of children: ·william, born in 1793 ; Hannah died unmarried ; Jobn ; Lucy married Thomas Brush; and
James.
William Mickle(2), grandfather of our subject, ·occupied the old Elliott house for a short
time and then bought a 200 acre farm on the
lake shore, in Malden township, and there resided some twelve years. In the spring of 1838
he bought 160 acres of land on Lot 11, on the
river front from a Mr. Hawes. This land was
originally owned by Simon Girty, the renegade,
and he was buried on the place. · Mr. Mickle
was a ropemaker by trade, but did not follow
that occupation after 1838, giving all his time
to farming, at which he was quite successful,
and he became a large landowner, having some
500 acres of land in Malden township, besides a
400-acre tract at Rond Eau, in Harwich town-

ship, County of Kent, and for military services
he received a Government grant of 200 acres,
near Wallaceburg, having served as captain of
a local military company, and being present at
the taking of the schooner "Ann." He also engaged in lumbering, and got out timber with
which to build the blockhouse on Bois Blanc
I sland. 1\lr. l\1ickle led a very busy life, accomplishing much in the space of his allotted sixtythree years. In Colchester South he married
Sarah Brush, who survived him until1870, aged
sixty-nine years. They had these children born
t o them: William C., who lived on his father's
farm, but now is a resident of Colchester; John
H., who came ·into possession of the Wallacebnrg
land, and resided there until his death in 1902 ;
Wilhelmina, deceased, who married William
Bartlett, of Amherstburg; Thomas, deceased,
who lived in Malden township; George L. ; Mary,
deceased, who married \Villiam Johnson, of Chatham; Alexander, born July 10, 1838, who has
the soutli half of the River Front farm, and has
always taken a prominent part in municipal
affairs, having been reeve for fifteen years, and
councillor for five years; and 'Amelia, wife of
Thomas Woodbridge, of Gosfield South township.
George L. Mickle, father of our subject and
son of William (2), was born Sept. 9, 1832, in
Malden township, and can still recall some of the
events of the Rebellion of 1837-38, partieularly
the quartering of the soldiers in their home on
the lake shore. He was about six years old when
the family removed to the River Front, and there
he has ever since made his home, having for
many years o'med the north one-half of Lot 11,
upon which he has erected a substantial brick
house, and all the farm buildings. Politically
Mr. Malden has always been allied with the Reform party, and in years past served several
times in the township council. He has also been
school trustee, and for twenty-seven years was
secretary and treasurer of the school in tbe vicinity of his home. George L. Mickle married
Louisa Little, of Wallaceburg, and to this union
children were born as follows: Sarah, the wife
of Nathan Brush; Charles; William, who now
cal'ries on the homestead farm; and Wilhelmina,
wife of 0. B. Marshall, of Prescott, Arizona.
Charles Mickle was born April 25, 1862, on
the homestead farm, and there was reared to
manhood, receiving his education first in the
little log school house, and later in .the stone
building which replaced the eal'lier temple of
learning. At the age of twenty-three years, Mr.
Mickle came to that part of Malden township
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known as Knapp's Island, beginning on a fiftyacre farm, and later purchasing an adjoining
fifty acres. H ere he has made many improvements, erected substantial buildings, and has a
very attractive home.
Mr. Mickle married l\fary C. Smith, daughter
of Charles Smith, of Malden township, and they
have four children, l\fary Louise, Ray, Ruth and
George L. l\fr. Mickle is a Reformer, the present president of the Reform Association of Malden, and ever since becoming a voter has taken
a lively interest in public matt~::rs and has
proven how useful a first-class citizen can be to a
community. At present he is a valued member
of the township council.
'fHO~IPSO~ MARTIN (deceased) was during his li fetime one of the popular farmers
of Anderdon, a man of unswerving integrity and
well known and esteemed for his many virtues.

His death, which occurred July 26, 1!>01, was

mourned as a loss to the whole community, and
his family in their affliction had the sympathy of
all.
1\fr. Martin was born in Colchester township
Dec. 7, 1850, son of Robert and Jane (Palon)
Martin, who came from Ireland. Robert Martin and his wife were among the prominent old
families of Colchester South and were members
of the Church of England. They died at their
home there, he Feb. 8, 1886, his wife in April,
1893.
The following article appeared in the Amherstburg Echo at the time of his death:
"It is our painful duty to announce the death
of 1\Ir. Robert Martin, who departed this life in
the township of Colchester South, on the 8th
inst., at the age of seventy-six years. Deceased
·was born in the County of Antrim, Ireland, in
1810, and was married in 1836 to Miss Jane
Pal~m, who survives him and is left in good circumstances. M:r. Martin was the father of
eleven children, two of whom died in Canada,
John, when a child, and Edward, of Anderdon,
in 1880. Kine of his children are left amongst
us, five sons-Thomas, James, Francis and William, of Colchester South, and Thompson, of
Anderdon, and four daughters-!l'lrs. Lennox
Thompson, Mrs. James Brush, Mrs. Jacob Snyder and Mrs. Alpheus Adams, all of Colchester
South. If 1\fr. Robert Martin had lived until
next month it was the intention of his family to
celebrate his golden wedding, or fiftieth anniversary of his marriage, and it is a matter of regret
that he and his good wife were not permitted to

495

enjoy this consolation, but the will of Providence
must be respectfully endured. .Mr. l\Iartin ·was
a steadfast member of the Church of England,
and for fifty years a member of the Royal
Orange Order. lie was always a stanch IJibcralConservative, moderate in his views and a lowr
of the connection of Can.ada with the great British Empire. All his neighbors and acquaintances will miss the good citizen, kind father, loving husband, and charitable and steadfast
churchman. 1\Ir·. Martin was only taken down
two days before his death, and fell asleep in his
Saviour, whose precepts he followed, always giving good example. May his soul rest in peace.
The funeral was one of ·t he largest that has ever
taken place in this county, although the day was
very cold and the roads rough. We sincerely
sympathize with the sorrowing family, and beg
to tender them our respectful and deep sentiments of condolence and regret."
Mr. and :Mrs. Mat·tin were the parents of a
large family of childr.en : John dying when a
child. The others were as follows: ( 1) Thomas, the
eldest, now a retired farmer of Harrow, now residing in Colchester, was married to Miss Caroline Woodbridge, of Gosfield, who died July 30,
1904, and by whom he has one daughter, Georgiana, now Mrs. Silas Brush, of Colchester. (2)
Mary J., deceased, was the wife of Lennox
Thompson, of Colchester, and had five children,
all ·of whom are deceased. (3) James, who died
in April, 1898, left a wife (formerly Julia McLean) and eight children, three of whom are
married, Ida (1\frs. George Atkinson, of Gosfield), Robert (who married Miss Jessie Brown,
of Colchester), and Mina (the wife of Mr. William Klie, of Colchester North). The others are
George, Edward, Susan, Ross and Norman. (4)
Ellen, Mrs. James Brush, has a family of four,
three of whom are married, Amanda (Mrs. J. II.
Pettypiece, of Amherstburg), Mary (Mrs. James
Gibb, of Anderdon), and John (who married
11·1iss Ma~gi e Thompson, of Colchester). Martin is unmarried. (5) Francis (deceased),
born in Colchester, married Maggie Pettypiece, of Anderdon, settled in Colchester and
died leaving one daughter, Jane, now the
wife of Nelson Fox, of Colchester: (6) Thompson. (7) Edward died in June, 1880, unmarried.
(8) Sarah, who died in March, 1896, was the
wife of Jacob Snyder, of Colchester, and left
four children, Robert (who married Eliza McCormick, of Colchester), Ella, Lena and Earl.
(9) William, who is on the old homestead, married Miss Susan Martin, of Malden, and has
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three sons, .Arthur, Frank and Kenneth. (10)
Eliza, born in Colchester, is the wife of Alpheus
Adams who resides in Sandwich West, and has
eight children, Ada, Willie, Forrest, Lillie, Ora,
Raymond, Carmen and Verda.
Thompson Martin grew up on his father's
farm and received a fair education in the district schools. On December 30, 1874, he married l\liss Alice Fox, who was born in Colchester in January, 18501 daughter of Jacob
and Elizabeth (Lypps) Fox, a member of
one of the old families of County Essex.
Mr. Martin and his wife settled on · his
father's homestead in Anderdon, where be
erected the present home in 1885, and at
various other times put up new barns and
made improvements generally on the old
place, becoming one of the wealthy an~ successful farmers of Anderdon. l\1r. Martm was a
member of the English Church, with which his
wif e and family are still c<>nnected. Politically
he was a Conservative, but held no office save
that of school trustee of Anderdon, in which
capacity he served for many years.
l\1r. Martin's death left his wife and three
children surviving him. E dith, the eldest, bor n
in J uly, 1877, was educated in Anderdon and
married R. E. Golden, who resides m Anderdon
on a farm. Elizabeth, born in August, 1882,
educated in the schools of Anderdon, is at home,
unmarried, a young lady of culture and refinement. J ohn, born in September, 1888, is th'e
farmer at the homestead. Mrs. Martin is a lady
of many Christian virtues which have greatly
endeared her to her neighbors.
J acob Fox, father of 1\frs. Martin, was born
in Gosfield township, County ·Essex, 1\larch 11,
1806, and settled in Colchester,· where he died
Nov. 21, 1893. His wife, born in February, 1813,
lives in Harrow, aged over eighty years. They
had eight children, one of whom · (Arthur) is
dead. (1) John, of Colchester, married Miss
Delia Papst, and has seven children, Nelson
(who married Miss J ane 1\l artin), Ellis, Ernest,
Lilian, Louis, Roy and Allan. (2) Lucinda be·
came the wife of Nelson Papst, of Anderdon,
and died leaving six children, Walter (who married Miss Carrie Gibb, of Anderdon), Ada (married to Colin Botsford, and now living in Gosfield), Albert, Bessie, Frank and Alvin. (3)
Alice is Mrs. Martin. (4) Albert, born in Colchester, residing on the 3rd Concession in Anderdon, married :Miss Melinda Bondy, of Colchester, and has five children, Lena, Nina, Edna,
Stella and Standley. (5) Louisa, tlie wife of

Alfred Jariett, o£ Malden, has three children,
Della (1\Irs. William P igeon, Colchester), Arthur
and Grace. (6) Asa, born in Colchester, married Miss Arizona Lipps, and is settled on the
old homestead with his five children, Vera, Earl,
Clare, l\fabel and Hazen. (7) Herman, unmarried, lives in Harrow, Coll-!hester, with his
mother.
WILLIA:'If EDWARD STOREY, }1. B., one
o£ the prominent representatives of the medical
profession in the County of E ssex, descends
from a family of Irish extraction, the grandfather of the Doctor, Edward Storey, having
been born in the Emerald Isle early in the nineteenth century. He emigrated t o Canada,
bringing with him his son, Edward, who was
born in I reland in 1832, and died in Newbury,
Canada, in 1886. The grandfather and father
hoth followed farming, and were ''ery prosperous and highly esteemed. E d,;ard Storey
married Miss Jane Pratt, who is now residing in
Windsor, and to this union were born the following children: J ohn, who is a passenger conductor
on the Wabash railroad; and William E., our
subject.
Dr. Storey was born in Newbury, Ont., Sept.
1, 1875, and in J une, 1892, when less than seventeen years of age, was graduated from the higb
school at Windsor, with a first-cla$S certificate.
Then he entered the University of Toronto,
where be completed a course of pedagogy, and
for three years was a t eacher of classics in the
high school of Kemptville. Having also had a
strong inclination toward the medical profession,
Dr. Storey in 1896 entered the :Medical Department of the University of Toronto, from which
institution he was graduated in 1901, ·with the
degree of M. B. In August, of the same year, be
located in Walkerville, where he at once entered
upon the practice of his profession and while
he is one of the youngest members in this locality
he has proven himself also to be one of its ablest
ana his pract ice is steadily increasing. D/
Storey is a member of the A. 0. U. W., the
K. 0 . T. l\1. and the 1. 0. 0. F.
SAMUEL MALOTT, a prominent citizen of
Gosfield township, Coun ty of Essex, belongs to
one of the historic and interesting families of
that locality, and its story is of three brothers,
Peter, Theodore and David, who, with two
sisters, Catherine and Delilah, made their way
to Detroit soon after the close of the American
Revolution.
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The family came from 1\faryland where the
father <lied, and it is stated that three of the
family who appeared in Detroit, came there as
I ndian captives and were purchased of the savages by Gen. 1\IcCoombs, the American officer.
David 1\falott settled near St. Catharines, Ont.,
and his descendants still reside in that locality.
P eter Malott settled on Lot 4, Gosfield t ownship,
a record of whom is given elsewhere. Theodore
)Ialott located on Lot 13, next to the 1\Iersea
line. Catherine l\Ialott became the wife of
Simon Girty, a record of whose career would
prove most interesting reading, connected as it
was with the early days in this locality. Delilah
married Philip Wright, of Colchester, many of
their descendants being found in this locality.
· Theodore :Malott came to Gosfield township
in 1794, locating in the eastern part of the township on Lot 13, and also acquiring land in Mersea township. H e built a log home and began
clearing, which he carried on until his death at
the age of fifty-four years, and be was interred
in a corner of the old orchard on the home place.
F or many years he was a local preacher in the
Methodist church, and was widely known for his
exemplary life and his good deeds. He married
Catherine Wigle, a member of another of the
prominent families, and to them were born:
Sarah, who married John Scratch, a member
of another of the noted old pioneer fami lies;
Joseph, who settled in 1\fersca, where his sons
still live; Peter, the father of our subject; Wendel, who married Louisa Upcott, and lived near
Olinda; John, who married Maria IIickmott, and
became the father of Albert 1\Ialott, mentioned
elsewhere; Thomas, who manied Ann Scott, and
died at Union, Ont.; George, who married Almina Wimer, and died at Kingsville, where he
was proprietor of the "Exchange Hotel" ; William, who married :Mary 1\fills, and lived on the
homestead; David, who died young; Kate, who
married Cornelius Quick; and Judy, who married Zenas Orton.
Peter 1\falott, father of our subject, was born
:\Iay 11, 1803, on Lot 13, Gosfield township, and
grew up on the home place, his boyhood being
given over to the clearing and cultivating of
the land. He enjoyed few educational opportunities, but did, for a limited period, attend
l\Iaster 1\fcl\furry 's school. When he became of
age, he drew a Government lot on Talbot Street,
where he resided some years. In 1834 he sold
that place and bought the property where our
subject now resides; consisting of 134 aeres in
Lot 19, Concession 1, Western Division, purchas32

ing this property of William Hall, who had
drawn it from the Govet\nment.
On this property )Ir. :\Ialott built n log houst·
which he occupied with his family until l o,jS,
when he built, with the help of our subj.•ct, a
larger house which was occupied nntil l SS l ,
when the pr<>sent handsome brick house was
built. With the help of his sturdy sons, the
fath<'r cleared the gt·eater part of this farm. In
186-! he gave up active farming and mo\·ccl to
Cottam, where he died )fay 10, 1881. lie took
part in the military occurrences of the locality,
and was present at the taking of the schoon(•r
"Ann" in 1837.
In Gosfield township P eter )lalott married
Elizabeth La Marsh, a daughter of Samuel La
)Jnrsh. Her parents settled on Cedar Creek in
1806, when she was a year nod n half old; she
died ::\fay 14, 18!)2, aged eighty-seven years.
Their children were as follows: (1) H enry resided at Kinl,."Sville until his death in 1900; be
marrietl :Mary Ulch, and had two daughters.
l\Iary and Elizabeth. (2) Simon lived in Tilbury East and died there in 1898; he married
Maria Duston, and had eight children, Peter,
Oliver, ·william, Ozias, i\orman, Andrew, )Iatilda and Jane. (3) Catherine is the d<>ceased
wife of ::\foses Rose, of Gosfie:ld. ( 4) Re>becca is
the widow of John rpcott, und resides near
Olinda. ( 5) Prideaux died at his home near
Brooklyn, ) lichigan, Oct. 16, 1903, aged seventy
years; he rnarrietl )fary Fox, but had no childr<>n. ( 6) Samuel is the subject of this sketch.
(7 ) Solomon married Fanny Clark and had two
children. A ndrcw nntl JJuetta; they reside in Detroit. (8) Susanna is the wife of )lichael Dalt?.er. of Gosfield ~onth. (9) Hannah married
John IIickmott, of Gosfield South, and has l1ad
four ehildr·en, Ruby (deceased ), Ida (deceased).
Jason and Todd. (10) ~fary married, first, Uemy
Quine. nnd hnd four children, Geor·ge. Jienr~'.
Anna nnd )fary ; she married, second, Louis
...\ rner, of )Ialden township, by whom she hns no
children. (11) Jam<>s, of Gosficld Xorth. married (first) Annie l\lills, and had h,·o <·hildren.
)felville and Flossie; he married (second)
Phoebe R eid.
Samuel Malott was born Feb. 14, 183.1, on
tne place where he now lives. He <>njoyed common school advantAges, in a log building standing just east of the present stone school, and
located on part of his present farm. .-\ t the a:;re
of tweh·e years he wns considered ahle to do his
share in the clearing of the land, and he continued to farm with his father until he was
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twenty-seven years of age. He then bought 100
acres of the home place, and in 1890 he bought
an additional 100 acres, located just east of the
other tract. :Mr. Malott has always been an industrious, careful farmer, and has met with well
deserved prosperity. Although past middle life
he still enjoys active work, and is ably assisted
by his sou Ernest, whose modern ideas and practical methods at·e combined with his father's experience. In addition to this large farm, l\Ir.
l\Ialott owns property in Kingsville, and is one
of the substantial men of the township.
On Kov. 2, 1862, ~Ir. Ma~ott married Amanda
~lcCornlick, uaughter of Matthew McCormick, of
Colchester South. They have one son, Ernest,
born ~lay 8, 1866, who resides on the home place.
H e married ~Ialinda, daughter of Benjamin
Wigle, and has three children: Samuel Earl,
born Feb. 11, 1888; Carl Fayette, born Jan.
1, 1899; and Gertrude, born April 20, 1901.
The r eligious connection of the family is with
the Bnglish Church. Politically M:r. Malott is
a Liberal. He served three years in the municipal council, and for a short period filled out
an unexpired t erm as reeve, being at that time
also a member of the county council. For many
years past he bas served as school trustee, and
in every way he has fulfilled the duties of an
upright man and public-spirited citizen.
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1\IA'l'THEW 1\IcCOR~UCK, father of Mrs.

~!alott, was born May 12, 1797, on the old home
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place in Colchester, where he was r ear ed with
very few chances for improvement, being but six
years old when the death of his father obliged
h1m to assume responsibilities far beyond his
years. He continued to live on the home place
until some years after his marriage, and when it
came into his possession he traded it for what he
considered a more desirable one on the lake. This
he occupied until 1843, when he bought Lot 15,
Concession 2, consisting of 200 acres of wild
land. Erecting a log house ~Ir. McCormick occupied it until 1860, when he built a brick house,
in which he lived until his death. He had
cleared up a large property. A man of kindly
instincts, generous and warm-hearted, he had
many friends. Like his father before him, he
was a wot·thy member of the English Church.
Mr. McCormick married Deborah Wright,
who was born in Colchester, only child of
H enry and Deborah (Hitchcock) Wright, and
to them .were born these children : Sarah, deceased wife of Henry Wigle, of Ruthven; Mary
Ann, deceased wife of Samuel Thrasher ; Rob-

ert, who died in Waltz, Michigan ; Thomas Alexander, who r emoved to Calgary, Alberta Territory, where he acquired some 480 acres of land,
and died in 1894: ; Elmira, deceased, who married
T. C. Munger; Hannah, who married Matthew
Adams, of Colchester South; Theron, who owns
the east half of the old homestead; Amanda, wife
of J\Ir. Malott; Louisa Jane, deceased, 'vho married Cy rus Wigle, of Ruthven; and George, who
owns the west half of the old homestead.
TIMOTTIY RUPLEY, a successful farmer
of Sandwich W est, County of Essex, Ont., was
born in Sandusky, Ohio, July 10, 1837, son of
James and Uatherine Rupley, who both died
there when he was a child.
Our subject was adopted by William Hemsy
and wife, both natives of Ireland, who first emigrated to Ohio and then to Canada in 1837. They
settled in Sandwich on the farm now owned by
Mr. Rupley, and started their experience as
pioneers in the woods, and there their r emaining
days were spent.
When he had attained to manhood's estate
Mr. Rupley followed boating and fishing on Lake
Superior for eleven years. In 1856 he married
Julia O'Connor, a native of Ireland, and daughter of P atrick O'Connor, who emigrated from
Ireland in 1871, he pur chasing the H emsy homestead, upon which our subject erected a new
house and made many improvements, and has
followed farming ever since. Mrs. Rupley died
at the home in 1896, the mother of five children:
J ohn, born in Sandwic'h , attended a business college of Detroit; Miss Laura, is a successful dressmaker of Detroit; l\fiss Catherine is the housekeeper at home; Martin resides at the homestead;
and Miss Mary is at home.
1\frs. Rupley died in the faith of the Catholic
Church, to which Mr. Rupley also adheres, h e
being one of the founders of the three Catholic
churches in this section of the country.
While his educational advantages were somewhat limited, 1\fr. Rupley is a well-informed
man, a close student, and one who can express
intelligently and entertainingly the views he
forms upon current events. He is a man who
stands high in the community, and he is well
worthy the r espect accorded him.
ALFRED T. BRISTOW, one of 1\fersea
township's progressive agriculturists and wellknown citizens, has been identified 'vith the
growth and prosperity of his locality for the
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past thirty y~1ws. lie was born Dec. 17, 184:6;
in the County of Kent; England.
Alfred Bristow, father of Alfred Thomas,
was born in the same locality, and there learned
the trade of shoemaker. He married Harriet
Nash, a daughter of James Nash, and they had
children as follows born to them : John, a
resident of the State of Michigan; J ane, deceased
wife of David Myers, of the County of Norfolk,
Ont.; Ann, deceased wife of Richard Lloyd; Alfred 'l'homas; Emily, who died aged eighteen
years; and William G., a carpenter and joiner
at Leamington, " ·ho was the only one of the
children not born in England. In 1851 the parents and children sailed from Southampton on
board a sailing vessel bound for Quebec, and
after a voyage of six weeks they reached their
destination. They came on to Ontario and located in \Yalsingham township, County of Norfolk, where the father followed his trade and
also engaged to some extent in farming, until his
death. The r emains of both parents were later
taken to !Jeamington and interred in the beautiful Lake Vie\V Cemetery. Both were members
of the Church of England. Mr. Bristow was a
Conservative in his political belief. He was a
member of the Loyal Orange Association.
Alfred Thomas Bristow was in his fifth year
when the family came to Canada, ·where he received his education in the public schools. At
the age of sixteen years he started out to make
his own way in the world, learning the trade of
carpenter and joiner, at which he worked in the
County of Norfolk, where he became well known
.as a reliable contractor and builder. In 1871 he
removed to the County of Essex and located in
Mersea township, and continued working at his
trade until 1872, when he bought a tract of sixtyt,vo acres, a bush farm, on Lot 16, Concession 2.
Thither he brought his wife as soon as he had
erected a small frame bouse, and on this farm
did much bard work, clearing and cultivating,
and placed here valuable improvements, including a fine brick house and other substantial
buildings. In 1902 he sold this property and removed to Concession A, buying the Snyder farm,
a tract of 100 acres, where he is now engaged in
farming and stock raising. For one who started
out with no capital, and but an indifferent education, Mr. Bristow has done wonders. His success
points out its own lesson, that close attention to
business, industry, energy and honesty are bound
to bring their reward.
l\fr. Bristow has not been wanting in loyalty.
During the Fenian Raid, in 1866, he was one
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of the volunteers, a member of the \\'alsin gham
Rifles, under Capt. J. S. l\Jorgan. lie was associated with this gallant company for six years,
and for his services the Dominion Govemm<'nt
presented him the medal known as the Fenian Haid :l\Iedal, and the Ontal'io Oo,·enJm<'nt
gave him a grant of 160 acres of Janu in the
Thunder Day District, in New Ontario. I n politics Mr. Bristow is a stanch Consen·atiYe, bnt
he is no seeker after political preferment. He
has always shown a deep interest in educational
movements and for six years has served as school
trustee. Iu 1868 he joined the Masonin fraternity, being a member of Walsingham Lodge, No.
174, and was one of the petitioners for Lramiu~
ton Lodge, No. 290. H e has held various positions in the lodge, of which he was master t"·o
years, and bas always been active in its work,
belon~ing also to Leamington Royal Arch Chapter, No. 119. Tie also holds membership with
the A.O.U.W. at Leamington.
In September, 1870, in the County of Not·folk, Ont., Mr. Bristow was married, by Rev. 1\I.
IIoltby, to ) !argaret McCallum, who was born
in the County of Norfolk, Ont., Oct. 29, 1846,
daughter of John and Anne McCallum, farming
people of that county, natives of Scotland. l\Irs.
Bristow is a lady of culture and taste, of r efined
manner and amiable disposition, and wields a
strong influence for good not only in her own
household but in the church and the neighborhood. Both she and her husband are devoted
members of the Church of England. Their three
children are: Grace D., who is the wife of S.
Darbeshire, of 1\Iersea · township, and has one
son, Joseph McArthur; Annie, who is the wif~
of J ames A. Young, anu has two children, Alfred Taylor and Margaret Mary; and J ohn A.,
who is married and lives at home, engaged in
farming. All the members of this happy and
united family are held in the hi~?hest esteem in
the locality. 1\Ir. Bristow comes freely up to the
idea of what constitutes a first-class citizen, an
honorable business mao, a careful provider for
the welfare of his family, a loyal supporter of
the laws of his country, and a valued member of
church and fraternity.

,V.

PATRICK DELMORE, a lime burner and
farmer of the 3d Concession in Anderdon, was
born in Amherstburg, Sept. 18, 1843, son of Patrick and J ane (Darrah) Delmore.
Both parents were born in Ireland, the father in Dublin, and the mother in the North of
Ireland, and they married after coming to Que-
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bee and came t o .\mherstburg in 1836. Patrick
Delmore, the only one of his fami ly·who came
to Canada, was a soldier in the E nglish army
sent to Canada by the E nglish Government during the Rebellion of 1837-38. lie was honorably
discharged at Am herstburg after the war, and
there settled, ha,·ing been gi>en a house and t wo
acres of land in the town of .Amherstburg, as a
p ensioned soldier. After living in Amherstburg
thirteen years he sold his property and bought a
farm in the 4th Concession in .Anderdon, fortyeight years ago. He died in 1892, his wife t wo
years later. :Mrs. Delmore's father, Patrick Darr a h, died in Ireland. Patrick Delmore and his
wife left five sons and t wo daughters: (1) Katie,
the eldest, born in Amherstburg in 1840, was the
wife of George Durns, of .Anderdon, and died
leaving children as follows, Charles (deceased),
Frank (of Chatham), J ennie (of Detroit ). Edward (of Auderdon), )laggie (of Windsor),
Katie (of Amherstburg), and :Mary (of Malden) . (2) The first born son, Patrick, is our
snhject. (3) Frank, born in 1844, was a carria~e a nd wagon maker by trade, and settled at
Es.c;ex Center, where he died in 1893. He married )fiss ~rartha Wilden, of :\Iaidstone Cross,
and left four children, J ennie, .:Hartin, Myrtle
and De,ln. (4) William died in boyhood. (5)
J am<'s, born in 18-!8, married :Miss Maggie Sets,
and liws on the 4th Concession in Anderdon.
'fht>y have had a large family, Frank, Rosie,
•James. f;E>na, )Iaurice, Edith, :Margaret, ·william,
Rns.'i<'l, Lam·a. and three others who are dect•ascd. (6) Edward, born in 1850, grew up in
..\mhrrsthurg and was for some years foreman in
t he J,ondon ..-\ s~·lum. Later he became a merchant fot· !iOrnc years at Amherstburg, and then
moved to Cairo, ) l iehlgan, where he is a leading merchant. IIe married a lady of Toronto, and they have three children, J ohn,
E li7.abeth and F.dward. (7 ) Rosie, born in 1853,
is the wife of F1·ank Bod\.,in, one of the well-todo farmers of ~fnlden . They haye no children.
Patrick Delmore grew up at Amherstburg, and
being the eldest son of the family remained at
the old farm house in .Andcrdon and helped his
father care for the family until he was twentyone years old. H e r ecei,·ed only a limited education in the district schools.
After his marriage l\fr. Delmore sett1ed for a few years at the
old Delmore homestead before he purchased a
farm on the 3d Concession, where he erected
buildings and made one of the well-cultivated
farms of Anderdon. He has burned lime on the
farm from the time of his purchase, burning two

and three kilns at one time and shipping lime all
over t he country.
In 1863 hlr. Delmore married 1\liss Ellen
Conboy, who was born in St. H elen 's I sland, Canada, in 1840, the daughter of Patrick and 1\fary
Conboy, who came from Ireland and settled on
a farm in Anderdon, where he died. Mrs. Delmore died in July, 1896, mother of t welve children, of whom \Villiam, Patrick, Irene, Laura
and Evelyn, died young. Mary Delmore,the eldest
living, born in Anderdon in 1867, is now the
wife of James Bajaire, one of the wealthy and
successful farmers of Anderdon, who comes of a
prominent pioneer family of French descent;
they have three children living, Alice, Thomas
and Arthur, while Ernest and Kora died in childhood. Leonard, born in Anderdon, in 1868, is
unmarried and a resident of Lansing, :Michigan,
holding a r esponsible position in one of the sugar
r efineries there. Ellen, born in 1874, is the wife
of William Gibbs, of Malden, where they reside
with their family of five children, Frederick,
Lily, :Mildred, 1\lay and Hazel. Albert, born in
1876, married ~1iss Bertha Smail, of Detroit,
where they reside with their only daughter,
I rene. Fred K., who is unmarried, is a sailor on
the Lakes. Augustus, born in Anderdon in
1878, is sailing on the Lakes; he married l\liss
Clara Goulin, of )falden. J osephine, born in
1880, the youngest of the f amily, is the wife of
William Amlin, who r esides in 1\Ialden township
and has one son, Orvil.
I n his political sentiments :\fr.. Delmore has
been identified with the Reform party; in 1873
he was elected county
. constable' an office 'vrueh
he has filled to the present time. H e is also one
of the school trustees, and has been treasurer of
the board for a number of years. He has held
the position of town councillor f or seventeen
years, and is now health inspector. Religiously
this old family has always been connected with
the Catholic Church.
Mr. Delmore is the son of one of the old and
wealthy families of Ander don, who for several
generations have been identified with the interests of the township. T hey are all men and
women of sterling worth of character and devout Christian people.
· WILLIAM STEWART, Justice of the Peace
f or Essex County, township clerk and fish warden of the township of Pelee I sland, a successful
farmer and stock grower, is one of the leading
men of the I sland, and be was born on the banks
of the Miramichi river, about twenty miles from
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Newcastle, Kew Brunswick, Dec. 13, 1856, son
of the Rev. W. Stewart.
'l'he Rev. W. Stewart was a native of Scotland, where he received a thorough theological
education, and was ordained a minister of the
Presbyterian Church. After locating in the Province of N'ew Brunswick he was appointed to
attend to the spiritual needs of the people of
that place. Later he removed to the County
of Halton, Ont., where he was minister of the
churches of Milton, Trafalgar and Hornby.
After a number of years in that locality he was
superannuated and retired, at which time he re~
moved to Toronto, and there he spent the remainder of his noble life, dying Jan. 20, 1892,
at the advanced age of eighty-nine years, eleven
months, teo days. His remains were interred
in the beautiful Green Hill cemetery. Before
leaving Scotland Rev. :Mr. Stewart married Ellen
Scott, a lady of culture and refinement, who
survived her husband, making her home at Toronto until her death, which occurred in :May,
1904, when she was aged seventy-five years. The
following children were born to the Rev. l\Tr.
Stewart and his wife: Jane, who married Elijah
McCartney, and resides in Halton ; William;
Christina, who married Joseph Rankin, and r esides near Strathroy, Ont.; J emima, of Toronto,
Ont.; John George, of Assiniboia, N. W. T.;
Annie; and Thomas, of Toronto.
William Stewart was but four years of age
when brought by his parents to the County of
Halton, and there he attended the public schools
and worked upon the farm. He later went to
the agricultural college, where he took up the
study of agriculture, and after finishing his
course he removed to the County of Huron,
locating in the township of Tnrnberry, there
working upon a farm with his uncle, and remaining four years. In 1881 he came to Pelee
Island, worked as a farm hand and in the woods
until 1888, when he rented a farm and operated
it, also taking contracts for taking off the timber. This he shipped to Cleveland, Sandusky,
Kelleys Island, and Detroit. By strict economy
and good management he accumulated sufficient
money to purchase a farm of twenty acres, upon
which he started to farm for himself. First ho
had to clear the land, and upon it he built a
house and other buildings. Later he investecl
in ninety-seven acres of woodland, from which
he cleared the timber, and placed it in a high
state of cultivation. He is now operating 117
acres of land, and carries on general farming,
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~ruit growing and stock raising. l\Jr. ~tew:u·t
Is also fish waruen of Pelee Island, and a 1Justice
of the P eace, and was appointed to these responsible positions by the Provincial government..
In politics he has always been a stanch LilJernl,
and hliS served very ably in the township council,
and during the time of the passage of the bill
for the drainage of the big marsh he was one
of its most ell:cctive supporters. Like all members of his party he is an advocate of good public
schools, and is in favor of extending and improving the present system. At present he is a member of the school board of his district, which he
has served in the capacity of secretary and treasurer, and is recognized as a very important factor in educational matters. l\fr. Stewart is a
member of, as well as director in, the Agricultural Society of Pelee Island ; he is a member
of the K. 0 . T. M., and has been its recorder for
several years, as well as trustee of the hall, and
he is also a member of the Joint Stock Company.
On Oct. 5, .1882, l\Ir. Stewart was happily
married on Pelee I sland to Lydia Srigley, a uative of Pelee Island, born April 7, 1863, daught~r
of Squire J ames and .:Mary (Carr) Srigley, wellknown and popular residents of the island, and
natives of the County of York and Nova Scotia,
respectively. The following family has come to
the union: Mary H elena, born Oct. 7, 1883; Erie
Pearl born Jan. 5, 1885; William Srigley,· born
Oct. 17, 1886; Wilfred .Christena, born Oct. 18,
1887; Lydia, born July 6, 1889; Olive E., born
May 5, 1891; Rena Rnye, born July 17, 1894;
Ruby, born Oct. 17, 1897; and Aberdeen, born
Nov. 12, 1898, who died March 15, 1899. Both
Mr. and 1\Jrs. Stewart are well and favorably
known throughout the Island, where they have
many friends. Not only as a public official,
however, is :Mr. Stewart best known, for he possesses a genial, frank manner which attracts
others, and makes him welcome in any assembl~·.
His duties as an officer have always been attemled to with conscientious fidelity, and in every
walk of life he has proven himself an honorable
and upright gentleman, and a man whose success has been attained by hard work intelligently
direcwd in legitimate channels.
REUBEN BRUNER, an esteemed reside.n t
of Gosfield South, County of Essex, is probably
one of the most venerable citizens of this locality, belonging to one of the old families.
In early days three youths, George, Adam
and H enry Bruner, accompanied their widowed
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mother to the County of Essex, and lived for a
time on Grosse lle. Later, when their mother
married a Mr. Tof!lemire, the family r emoved to
Cedar Creek, and there the lads were reared. Of
· these, George was the father of our subject.
Adam began farming at Olinda, hut soon ret urned to Cedar Creek. Henry was the grandfather of J. S., Amon and Wellington Bruner,
sketches of whom will be found elsewhere. A
sister, Susan, married Jonas Fox.
George Bruner, like his brothers, was born in
P ennsylvania.
When he located in Gosfield
township on his own r esponsibility, he settled
on Lot 21, Concession 5, a gover nment tr act of
200 acres, cnt the first timber on it, and built his
first rough log cabin about ten rods north of our
subject's present home. Later he built a twostory hev..·ed log house, which ·was torn down
some ten years ago. He was obliged to pay a
double tax on this bouse, as he had indulged in
the comfort of a double row of windows. George
Bruner lived in this home dm·ing his life, and
saw much of his land cleared. In 1828 he sold
some fifteen acres to the F urnace Company, the
plant of which was operated until about 184:0,
much of the surrounding land being cleared to
supply charcoal. Mr. Bruner died May 12, 1834,
a~ed fifty-seven years. He man·ied Elizabeth
'foffiemire, daughter of Martin 'foffiemire, who
came here from Kentucky, although be lived
originally in Pennsylvania. ~frs. Bruner died
in 1868, aged eighty-four years. The children
horn to them were the follo";ng: Eve died in infancy; l\Jary, who died aged eighty years, married (first) John Reaves, and (second) William
Wood; Martha, wife of Thomas Boyles, of Amherstburg, died aged eighty-one years; Lazarus
married Ann Skinner, and died in 1838 ; Ruth
married Benjamin Slater, and died in Gosfield ;
Abraham married 1\Iary A. Mickle, and lived on
a part of the homestead; Susan was the secon<l
wife of the late Benjamin Slater; and Rachel
was the third wife of Benjamin Slater ; Reuben;
Isaac died aged two and a half years; Nancy
married George Foster, and at the time of her
death lived in Romney; Elir.aheth married
Thomas CorlE-tt, and lived in Gosfield.
Reuben Bruner was born March 2:3, 1823, on
the place whE-re he grew to manhood and received his education. In his early years he was
engaged in the bnsines..c; of getting ont wood for
the furnace. When he attainE-d manhood, he
came into possE-ssion of a part of the homestead.
· receiving eighty-five acres as his portion. He
did much of the necessary clearing, and lived in

the hewed log house until after his marriage,
'~·hen be built his present brick house.
In 1848 l\Ir. Bruner married Jane Fox,
daughter of George Pox, who died in February,
1899, aged seventy-four years. They had these
children born to them: Milton G., born April
20, 1849, of Olinda, married :Marshy Webster,
born July 6, 1851; 1\Iarvin L., married Amanda
Routain, and they had children, Clara, Melvin
(of :Manitoba), Hattie and Elva; Adorah, born
April 12, 1854, married James Chissam, of Glencoe, and they have children, Mabel, J ohn and
Martin; Eliza J., born Aug. 3, 1856, married
J ohn Latam, in Mersea, and they have children,
Golden, Maxwell, Oliver, Mahlon, Ada, Reuben,
J ohn and Jacob; Oliver :M., born Jan. 18, 1859,
lives with his father and carries on the farm,
owning also a farm in 1\Iersea township, and he
is also engaged in the broom industry, making
as many as 1,000 dozen a season; he married
Ella '£owns, of Ohio, and they have children,
Leona, born Dec. 15, 1890; Reuben S., born ~lay
17, 1892; Elda, born March 13, 1894; Viva, born
Dec. 6, 1895; Ida l\furial, born Nov. 1, 1897;
Carl Demorest, born April 23, 1900; and Irene,
born Nov. 30, 1902; and Ruby A., born June
26, 1862, married Wellington Stotz, of Gosfield
North, and they have children, l\Iurray, Lottie
and Pearl.
1\fr. Bruner has passed his life engaged in
agriculture, and has given attention to broommaking during inclement seasons on the farm.
This industry he learned when eighteen years
of age, and he is probably the oldest broom man~
ufacturer in the Dominion. The factory is located on the farm, and the business in later
yE-ars has been carried on in association with his
son. The farm is a productive one, and in addition to the usual crops, tobacco and fruit are
grown.
In politics 1\Ir. Bruner has always been a
IJiberal. He served through one year in the
council, declining the honor after that. For a
long time he was one of the stockholders of the
Ruthven Woolen Mill, and he served as one of
the directors for nine successive years. I n reli~
gious belief he is a Universalist, and served as a
director of the General Convention until the infirmitiE-s of age prevented attendance. Although
advanced in yE-ars, Mr. Bruner keeps himself
E-mployed both bodily and mentally. He takes a
deep interest in public affairs and local improye~
mE>nts, nnd his memory of long-past times is very
remat·kable.
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Jacob, Henry, Abraham and William, came to
the County of Essl!x from Kentucl•y.
Jacob
married a member of the Riley family and settled at Olinda; Abraham, once an In dian captive, married a 1\liss Francis, and left no issue;
William married MissIves, of Gosfield, and they
had two children, Martin and Nancy.
These
brothers were the sons of Martin Tofflcmire, who
accompanied them from Kentucky, and located
at Cedar Creek. He built there the :first water
mill in the county, which he operated for a number of years, but later came to Olinda, where he
died, and was buried in this lot. The father of
these sons had four daughters by two marriages,
viz.: Polly, who married (first) a member of the
Danks family, aud (second) Adam Bruner; Elizabeth, mother of Reuben Bruner, of this sketch,
and the only one born in this county; Mary,
who married J ohn Toffiemire; and Rachel, married to John Fox, the two last named being halfsisters of the mother of our subject. All of
these have long since passed away, but many are
r ecalled for their many traits of kind, Christian
character.
L. WESLEY COWELL. Since the War of
1812 the name o.f Cowell has been prominent in
the County of Wentworth, whither the family
moved from the United States about that time,
and L. 'Vesley Cowell, one of the descendants
of t uose early pioneers, is now a prominent and
esteemed citizen of Leamington, County of Essex. lie resided on his farm in Concession 6,
Lot 16, Gosfield North, until March 22, 1904,
when he retired and removed to Leamin~on.
lie was born on the old family homestead in the
County of Wentworth, Feb. 17, 1840.
Leviness Cowell, father of L. ·w esley, was
born in the United Stutes in :March, 1800, and
eame with his father to Canada about twelve
yca•·s later, growing up in his adopted country.
H e married Miss Abigail Bentley, of Ontario,
where she was born in March, 1806, and they
lived on a farm in the County of Wentworth,
which Mr. Cowell cleared from its wild state.
There they reared their family of six: children.
Mrs. Cowell p assed from this life in 1863, and
was ·followed to the grave by her husband in
1884. (1) Solomon, the eldest child, married
Miss l\Iary Church, of the County of Wentworth,
settled on a farm there, and died in 1899, leaving a f amily of :five children, Alva, Samuel, Albert, Henrietta (now deceased), and Charlotte.
(2) Eleanor mat·ried Joseph Tice and settled at

Hodney, County of Elgin, Ont., where she died,
the mother of six children, Shiply, ) .. mnndu,
l\Iargaret, Emma, 'Vesley and l\lilton. {~) Daniel married Miss Hhoda J ones, and moveJ to Wisconsin, where both he and his wife died; their
family is still in that State. ( 4) Benjamin mat·ried, settled in the County of Ilaltoc, Ca;:utla,
and died there, leaving four childt·en. (5) Bethany is the wife of John Wilbee, of Brautford,
Ont., and has four children, :Milton, 'fillie,
Chal'les and Annie.
L. Wesley Cowell, the sixth and youngest
child of the family, attended the district schools
of the County of Wentworth, and was busied on
his father's farm till after his marriage. I n )fay
of t he following year, 1860, he and his wife rcmo,·ed to the County of Essex and purcl1ased
the place which was his home until he retired.
His land was wild when he bought it, but Mr.
Cowell cleared the place and developed it into a
most producti\·e farm, with a complete equipment of first-class buildings and every com·en- .
ience demanded by modern agl'icultural methods. He also owns property in the town of Lcmnington, where he now r esides.
In September, 1868, Mr. Cowell was united
in marriage to Miss Maria Dush, who was born
in 1849, and like her husband was a nati,·e of
the County of Wentworth. She was the daughter of Samuel and Sarah A. (Barker) Bnsh, the
former of whom was born in the County of Essex, England, man·ied there and bt·ought his
wife to Canada in 183:3. lie was one of the pionee,·s of the County of Wentworth, where heremained till his death, in 1898. 1\lrs. Cowell has
borne her husband six: children, five of whom are
living, as follows: {1) Alminia, born in 1869, is
the wife of r..~eon Ilntchins, a farmer of Gosfit>ld
North, and ·has three children, Nettie B., Flossie
:M. and Eunice II. (2) George, born in 1871,
married ~fiss Ella H awkes, of Gosfield, and lives
on his father's farm. (3) Milan; born in 1873,
married l\riss Lida 'rurner, of Gosfield, has one
daughter, Lillian, and lives in Albion, 'Michigan.
( 4} Alvin, born in 1875, a saddler and harnessmaker of Paris, Ont., married Miss :Mabel Howe,
of Jlamilton, and has two children, l\'felvin nnd
Vera. (5) Samuel died in childhood. (6) Milton, h01·n in 1883, is employed in a factory at
Rrontford, Ont.
1\Ir. Cowell has Jong- been conspicuous among
the active workers of the :Methodist Chnrch, with
which he and his wife are identified. For many
years he filled the positions of stewar·d, Sunday
School superintendent and class-l{'ader, and was
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at the time he remo\'E•d to IJeamington assistant
superintendent of the Sabuath School and a
Bible class teacher. In his political views he is
a Reformer, but not an active partisan nor an
office-holde1·. ~Ir. Cowell and his wife are both
people of fine character, who have made their
real worth felt by those among whom they have
lived, and who have done their utmost to for- ·
ward every movement for the benefit of the community, so that they are held in high esteem by
all.

!
I

J Al\IES ROBIKSOX, a prosperous farmer of
Essex, and a prominent citizen, was born in
Windsor Sept. 27, 1840, a son of James and
Sabina (Emerson) Robinson, old pioneers of
the County of Essex.
James Robinson was born in Huntingdonshire, . England, Dec. 21, 1804, while his wife
was born in 'l'edford, Lincolnshire, E ngland,
Jan. 15, 1809. They grew to maturity in England, being educated there. In 1833 he came to
Windsor, where he was foreman in a ware and
commission house owned by James Dougall, a
merchant. Here he continued for some years,
and in 1838 he and Sabina Emerson were mar·
ried. In 1842 he removed to the town of ·E ssex,
County of Essex, ano took up wild land. Neflding money, he left his wife and children upon
·the Essex farm, and worked for three year:J in
Windsor for his old firm. Many times he an(J
his wife walked to Windsor, a distance of eight·
een miles, carrying their produce to that town,
their only market. In time Mr. Robinson be- ·
!'arne a successful farmer, owning 200 acres adjoining the town of ·Essex, and there in the
primitive log house he died, in July, 1870. H is
wife passed away in J uly, 1887, In 1888 their
children held a reunion at the old log house,
which has since been removed to make room for
a more modern home. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson
were active Methodists during their lives and
accomplished much good by their piety, uprightness of living, and acts of kindness. l\frs. lbb. inson was one of the first school teachet·s of
Windsor, acting in that capacity as early ::ts
1835. In politics :Mr. Robinson WM a strong
Liberal, but he was not an office-seeker.
:Mr. and l\Irs. Robinson were the parents of
eight children who grew to maturity. (1) Eliza·
beth, born in W~ndsor l\Iay 7, 1838, man·icd
Charles Little, a farmer of :Maidstone, and ha•1
children as follows: Sabina married Thomns
Webster, of Walkerville, Ont. ; Catherine mar-

ried Albert Perry, of Essex; George was drowned in 1881; Kelson is a farmer of 1\faidsto11e;
Charles is a .farmer of 1\Iaidstone; Jennie mat'·
ried Ed ward l\Iaddams, a machinist and engineer of Walkerville, Ont.; Robert died in young
manhood ; J ohn is a farmer of Maidstone ;
Thomas is a farmer of l\faidstone. (2) Janu~s
is mentioned below. (3) Frederick, and (4)
J ohn, twins, were born in 1843, and John died
in young manhood. Frederick is a resident 0f
Essex, where he is a contractot· and builder, an1
he married Sarona (or Sophronia ) Gilboe, of
Gosfield, by whom he has three children, Gordr..t,
Ethel and Gerold. ( 5) William, born in Es~ex:
in 1\Iay, 1845, was reared at the old home, whet\~
he married Bessie Cook, of England, ann now
resides in Essex, retired, being one of the wealthy
retired farmers of this locality. ( 6) Pho•~bc,
born l\larch 26, 1848, now deceased, married
Walter Taylor, of Leamington, one of the !ea•ling fruit growers of that place, and they h<Hl
one son, Gordon, wl1o is now a minister of tl1e
State of Washington and editor of a newspap13r
in the town of Oakville. (7) Joseph, bor n in
1849, was reared upon the old homestead, where
he resides, and where he erected a fine brick ).'esidence a few years ago. He married Miss Louisa
Squires, of Gosfield, and they have a family of
five children, Della P., Stella, Roland, Ernest
and Arabella. (8) Thomas, born :May 4, 1854,
married Sar ah Starkey, of Sandwich, and now
resides in Detroit, where he is a foreman in the
chemical works. He has four children, Mary,
1-iaud, Gertrude and Rachel (who married J oseph Rivers, of Essex).
.Tames Robinson grew to manhood on the
family place, and upon his young shoulders fell,
in large measure, the responsibility and care of
the farm. He continued at the homestead until
his marriage, when he started in life for himself,
at this time purchasing a tract of 100 acres adjoining the town of Essex, where he cleared up
the entire property, and upon it his first wife
died in 1872, leaving two children who died in
childhood. She ·was a lady of many Christian
traits of character and virtues.
In 1868 Mr. Robinson married Miss Christina
. Kerr, who was born in Scotland in 1847, daughter of a promin~nt banker of Peebles, Scotland,
and sister of a member of Parliament from
Scotland. On March 6, 1873, Mr. Robinson was
united in marriage with Sarah Barnes, who was
born in Stark county, Ohio, . Sept. 24, 1849,
daughter of James and Elizabeth (Haines)
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Barnes, the latter of Xew Jersey. J ames Barnes
\\'as born in Devonshit·e, England, but settled in
Ohio when a young man. Ile married and made
his home in Stark county, Ohio, where he became
one of the prosperous farmers of his neighborhood, and died in 1874, his widow surviving
until 1875. They left six children, all born in
Ohio: J ohn settled in Maidstone in 1862 anc.l is
now a resident of Vvindsor; he has a family.
Joseph is a r esident of Cedar Connty, I owa; he
is married and has a family. J ames is a farmer
of Pot·tage county, Ohio; he has three children.
1\Iivel't, a resident of Youngstown, Ohio, has a
family of three children. Mary mat-ried Walt.!r
N'otman, of Portage county, Ohio, and has on~
son, Clarence, a bake r. Sarah, Mr·s. Robinson,
was r eared and educa ted in Ohio.
l\fr. and Mrs. Robinson lived for some years
i n the 9ld log house, but in 1883 he erected his
present handsome brick residence, well supplied
with every modern convenience, which serves as
a model for the surrounding countt'Y. To this
couple have come two, childt·en: (1) Bertha, born
in 1875, was educated in the high school of
E ssex, and is a young lady of ability. (2) Mivcrt,
born in 1878, was r eared upon the farm, and
married Miss l\faud M. Delton, of London, niece
of Dr. Belton, of London; they reside in his own
home, et·ected by :Mr. Robinson upon the homestead. I n J anuary, 1902, a daughter, Fay 1\Iarget·ie, was born to this happy marriage.
R eligiously Mr. Robinson, his wife and family are all members of the l\fethodist Church,
of which l\Ir. Robinson has been a trustee for
thirty-seven years, and also class-leader for many
years. Since young manhood his best efforts
have been directed t oward the upbuilding and
advancement of his chut·ch, and his good works
are known by all who live in that vicinity. He
has always voted with the old Liberal party, but
like his f ather neve1· sought office. 1\!r. Robinson is a ·v eteran soldier of the North Ridge
Rifles, having served gallantly during 1866.
F raternally he is a member of the Order of
Chosen Friends.
The family thus spoken of briefly deserves
special attention, for Mr. Robinson is the son
of the fu'St settler but one who laid the foundations of the now prosperous town of Essex. I n
the midst of great forests, so dense that the
midday sun could scarcely penetrate their vastness, J ames Robinson, the father, with James
Robinson, the son, felled the first tree to make
the little home in which the elder man thereafter
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livcu and died. As soon as he had seen things
properly adjusted, the sturdy pioneer returned
to his work in \Vjnosor, while the mother, a
refined and cultivated woman, looked after the
:family and superintended the work of her son
James, as he, while still a boy, did a man's wot·k
on their new propert:•. Our subject remembers
well the old-fashioned fit·eplace, where lar·ge
logs furnished the only heat, and where both
cooking and baking were done. l\lnny entertaining incidents come to his mind as he talks
over those days, which, with all their hardships,
were not entirely desolate. Reared in poverty,
taught from infancy to endure and be brave,
ma uc to assume heavy responsibilities when only
a boy, l\fr. Robinson became a true man, strong
and capable, and in his declining years serves
as an example of what Canada can produce in
the way of a n upright Christian gentleman and
prosperous farmer, whose life and actions are far
above reproach.
JOSEPH MAJ OR, the proprietor of a hotel
and also a farmer of the 6th Concession in Andct·don township, was born in Lower Canada,
J an. 4, 1832, son o:f Stephen and Margaret (Cargur) 1\Iajo~·, both natives of Lower Canada.
Stephen l\fajor was the son of B enjamin Major, who was born in France, was an officer under Napoleon, and was in the French army that
came to Canada dming the War of 1812. After
the war he returned to Lower Canada to lh·e,
and there reared his family. Only five children
survived him from a family of twenty-six. Of
these Stephen, father of our subject, was the
eldest; Mack was born in Lower Canada, where
he settled and d ied, leaving a family; Benjamin died at Traverse City, Michigan; l\Iitchell
died in l\Iontreal ; Angel, born in Lower Canada,
married J oseph Sherbanoc, and at death left
four children who live in Lower Canada.
Stephen Major started in life as a farmer in
L ower Canada, where he died in 1883; his .wife
survived him till 1888. They were the parents
of eleven children, as follows: Stephen, the eldest, who died in Montreal; Allen (deceased), of
Montreal; P eter, a business man, who died in
London ; Abram, now a r esid ent of Anderdon,
who is married and has a family; Paul, a farmer of Sandwich West, and the father of six children; Alexander, Adolph and Casper, all resid ents of Lower Qanada; Antoinet te, the wife of
Frank Carrier, of Lower Canad a; Peter, who
died young; and Joseph.

I.

'·
I '

l.I'

..

..'

..

506

COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

,\..

! 'l:

;
I

.II
II

I

Joseph Major grew up in Lower Canada,
where as a young man h e engaged in lumbering.
I n 1851 he went to :Michigan, and was similarly
engaged for some years; later he · moved to Duluth, where he bought ties and lumber for a firm
in Buffalo. In 1866 l\Ir. :Major went to Amh erstburg, and there married l\liss Catherine
Ronslot, who was born in Sandwich West in
1831. After his marriage he began contracting
in staves, which he loaded on boats at Amherstburg for the B uffalo market. In 1869 he bought
a tract of wild land in the 5th Concession from
t h e Indian Reserve, where he started his life as
a farmer in a little log cabin in the woods. liecleared up a lat·gc farm and built a good brick
house; this burned down in June, 1896, but it
was rebuilt the next year. In 1900 :Mr. Major
purchased his pr·esent hotel property, where he
has lived to the present time, looking after his
farm in connection with his hotel life.
~Ir. and :Mrs. l\Iajor have eight children living. J oscphine, born in Anderdon, married
Thomas Dumac, of Wayne County, Michigan,
and has ten children. r atrick, born in Anderdon, married, lives in .Depew, Michigan, and has
four children. 1\Iack is married and is employed
on the Michigan Central railroad. Jacob is one
of the engineers in the Det roit Lighting Company, and is unmarried. Remi is·a saloon-keeper
of Detroit, and is married, but has no children.
Irene is at home, unmarried. Elizabeth is the
wife of George Lasaline, of Anderdon. Sabra
married Charles Bussy, of An derdon, and has
two children.
I n political views Mr. Major has always been
a Conservative; he has held the position of county councilman five years. Religiously the family are members of the Catholic Church. J oseph 1\Iajor is one of the genial and gentleman.ly
hotel men of the County of Essex, and is a man
whose life is above reproach. Starting life in the
lumber woods as a day laborer, by honest indust r y he has placed himself in the ranks of our
well-to-do citizens. H e has always been active
in everythin~ that promised good for the community in which he lives, and is one of t he honored residents of Anderdon township.
D. WILLIAM ANDERSON, station master
of the Pere :Marquette Railroad Company, and
also agent for the Dominion and Canadian Express Companies, at Leamington, was born in
Stephen township, County of Huron, Ont., Feb.
26, 1867, a son of James and Elizabeth (H owes)
Anderson.

During his boyhood days ~lr. Anderson acquired a good common school education, and aft er he had attained to manhood's estate attended
the Canadian Bu!>iness College, spending the intervening years upon the homestead f arm. Aft er completing hi& bu!>iness course, and being
thoroughly grounded in business methods, he
was engaged as bookkeeper in the office of W. S.
Pulford for five years, at Leamington and Harrow, and later he was in the employ of T. R.
Flood, at Harrow. During that time he also
studied telegraphy, so that he was able to accept
a position with the Lake Eric & Detroit River
Railroad Company as operator at Kingsville.
Subsequently he was in the general offices at
Walkerville. !lis next position was that of general agent, at ~Ierl in , Blenheim and Dresden,
and h e was returned to the genet·al offices at
\Valkerville, where he was retuined for two
years. On l\farch 1, 1903, he was appointed to
his present position, which jnvolves much responsibility and is a t estimonial to the appreciation the road has of his services.
Fraternally 1\fr. Anderson is a member of
Blenheim r,odge, No. 274, A.F. & A.l\'I., the A.O.
U.W., and the Itoyal 'l'emplars. He is a member
of the Methodist Church, is a t each er in the Sunday School, and takes a very active part in Sunday s ,chool work, being a prominent man in t he
church.
On Dec. 24, 1892. l\Ir. Anderson was married, at Harrow, to J essie Rosebrugh, a daugh-•
t er of Hiram and Barah Rosebrugh, of Harrow.
Mrs. Anderson was born at St. George, Ont., nnd
is a most charming lady and an accomplished
hostess. To Mr. and Mrs. Anderson the following children have come: James Leslie, born Sept.
20, 1893; Earl, July 8, 1895 ; Edward Victor, in
1902; and Andrew H enry, born March 14, 1904.
Genial and courteous in manner, a thorough
business man, and understan ding every detail
of his work, Mr. Anderson makes one of the best
station masters Leamington has ever known, and
he wins n ew friends every day. The duties of
his position, together with his churah :interests,
f ully occupy his time, so that he does but little
politically, although he can b e r elied upon to
support· any measure looking t oward th e betterment of the city.
GEORGE EDMUND MORRIS, a resident
of the C01mty of Essex who has made farming
and stock raising a successful line of activity for
many years, and who is also a prominent member of the council of Tilbury West township, was
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born Aug. 11, 1850, on Concession 4, Lot 11, in
the old Morris home, a grandson of that prominent old p ioneer, John Morris, of whom extended mention will be found elsewhere.
John Morris, eldest son of settler John, was
born in Yorkshit·e, England, and accompanied
· his parents to Canada. During his boyhood he had
few educational opportunities, but when chance
offered, he profited by such schooling as ~as
possible in the night sessions. When he marned
his father showed appreciation of his remaining
with him and assisting in the clearing of the
land by deeding him an adjacent tract of 100
acres. This farm John Morris (2) cleared into
a good property, and made :fine, arable land of
it, and during his life he made many impro.vements, incl uding the building of good dwclhng
and barns. Here he died J uly 18, 1893, at the
age of seventy years and one month, and was
buried in Knox cemetery. I n r eligious belie£ he
was a Presbyterian, and in his political sentiment he was a stanch Liberal. H e married Emily Smith, daughter of Edward Smith, and she
died May 27, 1897, at the age of sixty-four years,
and was buried by his side in the Knox cemetery. She also was a consistent member of the
Presbyterian Church, and was a woman of force
of character, bearing the inevitable t rials and
hardships with a calmness of spirit and cheerfulness of demeanor which not only was an encouragement to her husband, but impressed itself on her children, eleven in number, namely:
George E.; Annie married William Butler, both
deceased; Mary married J oseph La Pontney, of
D etroit; John died aged thirty-four years; William resides in Tilbury West t ownship; Charles
is on the homestead; David is a member of the
police force at D etroit; Margaret married Thomas
Gray, of Woodstock; Olive died aged nineteen
years; and two, twins, died in infancy.
George E. l\Iorris was educated in the district schools of Tilbury West township. As the
eldest of a large f amily, much responsibility fell
upon him, and he began at a very early age to
perform the duties on the farm which are usnally delegated to older and more experienced tillers of the soil. When about twenty-four year~
of age, his father purchased an extra tract of
fifty acres of land, in the vicinity of the homestead, and on this the young farmer settled. This
land was soon cleared and ready for cnltivation,
substantial buildings were erected, and fine stock
introduced. Later Mr. :M orris added anotht-r
fifty-acre tract . Here he has raised some very
tine horses, and has given particular attention

to r aising Short Horn Durham cattle. In order
to encourage this great improvement in cattle
r aising, he ar;sociated himself wit1t the Short
H orn Raisers' .Association of Ontario, an organization which has done. much to improve the
standards of cattle raising in this locality. He
usually keeps as many as thit:ty head. In politics ~fr. Morris is a consistent Liberal, and since
1900 he has been an important member of the
township council.
On Dec. 2!>, 1875, Mr. 1\Iorris married l\Iatilda J ackson, born in Tilbury West township,
Jan. 6, 1852, daughter of Thomas and Mary J.
(Price) Jackson, of whom extended mention
will be found elsewhere. Seven children were
born to this union, namely: Edward J ., Mary J.,
Olive E., Susie B., R obert Ralph, and ~·o who
died in inf ancy.
The death of the el<1est son of 1\fr. and 1\Irs.
Morris, in the prime and vigor of bright young
manhood, brought grief not only to his parents
and family, but to the whore community. Edward l\lorris was born D ec. 10, 1876, and passed
out of life .Aug. 7, 1903. He "·as educated in the
local schools, where he was noted for his
mental alertness, as weU as his kindness of heart
and the lovable qualities which through all his
subsequent life made l1im the center of a circle
of warm friends. Reared on the farm, his father had no more enthusiastic admirer in his success in his enterprises. The Durham cattle and
the fine horses in which his father took just
pride, he also admired. H e was of that genial,
sunny temperament which makes a final par ting
so hard for loved ones to bear. With a courage
most wonderful, he cheered his loved ones with
a show of hope to the last, but, in spite of every
medical attention, and of an unusually st rong
physique, the poison of typhoid fever did its
fatal work. H is remains were laid away in the
quietude of the old P resbyterian cem~tery. but
he is not forgotten, nor is the influence of his
brave, helpful, clean, manly young life lost, In
this dire affliction his family had the sympathy
of the whole community.

I

FRANK CAHILL, a prosperous farmer of
Sandwich West, Lot 3, Concession 6, County of
Essex, Ont., was born in Sandwich South, Sept.
23, 1843, son of James and Catherine (Lebo)
Cahill, pioneer settler s of the County of E ssex.
,James Cahill was born in County Galway,
Ireland, in 1798, and his wife in France in 1808.
The f ormer was brought by his mother with tvro
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brothers and two sisters, via Quebec, on a sailing
vessel, and they worked their way to County of
Essex by the lakes. ·Mary Cahill, the noble
gt·andmother of our subject, settled with her
little band in Sandwich South in the woods, on
wild land given her by grant from the English
government. H er husband bad died in Ireland,
leaving her with five children. H er death occurred in Rochester township, County of Essex,
after she bad struggled hard to make a home for
her children, who were as follows: James; P atrick, who settled at Mt. Clemens, Michigan,
wher e he died leaving a family ; John, who was
drowned in the Detroit river when a young man ;
Margaret, deceased, who married John :M:ero, a
farmer who settled on Lake St. Clair, and died
leaving a family; Dridget, who married William
Cotter, of Canada, settled on the St. Clair river,
and there both died leaving a family.
James Cahill, the father of our subject, was
the eldest of this family. In 1826 he married and
purchased a tract of land on Talbot street, in
Sandwich South, where he opened up a farm out
of wild land. He cut a road through the woods
where he built· a log cabin and started life as a
fa rmer, becoming very successful, and adding
to his possessions until he became a large landowner. This property he divided up among his
children. His wife, who shared his hardships,
died in 1864, and he survived her for about
twenty years, dying when aged eighty-three
years. He was a consistent member of the Catholic Church, and one of the founders of the
church in this section. Fourteen children 'vere
born to these worthy people, thirteen of whom
lived to maturity: (1 ) James, born in Detroit,
was drowned while sailing on the lake at Toledo,
Ohio. (2) Patrick, born·in Sandwich, as \Vere
the other children, died in young manhood at the
old home, having been injured by a fall in London \Vhile he was engaged in erecting a church.
(3) J ohn married Bridget Broderick, of Ireland,
settled in Sandwich West and farmed unti11895,
when he di ed, leaving a. family. ( 4) Thomas,
born in June, 1836, when a young man was engaged in butchering ; he married (first) Eliza ·
Halton, of Canada, who died in Michigan in
1863, leaving one daughter, Catherine (who married John Coan, of Big Rapids, Michigan, and
has a daughter, l\laryette) , and Thomas married
for his second wife a Mrs. Jackson, of Michigan, who died in 1883, leaving no family, and he
still resides in Michigan. (5) William, born in
1838, married Mary Lyon, and now resides in
Windsor, Ont., and had a family of eight chil-

drcn. (6) Charles, born in 1840, is unmarried
and resides in Big Rapids, Michigan. (7) Michael, born in 1841, married :Mary Leach, and settled in l\lichigan, where he died in 1896, leaving
a family. (8) P eter, born in 1847, married
Sarah Mitchell, of Michigan, has a family, and
resicles on a farm near Big Rapids. (9) Joseph
married Emma Mitchell, and resides on a ·f arm
at Dig Rapids; they have four children. (10)
Mary, born in 1850, married Michael McCue, and
resides in :Michigan; they have four children.
( 11) Catherine died in young womanhood. (12)
Bridget, born in 1854, married John Lyons, a
farmer at Big Rapids, and bas seven children.
(13) Frank completes the family.
Frank Cahill was educated in the Sandwich
schools and resided upon the farm until he
reached maturity. In 1870 he married Miss
Mary Ouellette, born in Sandwich West, 1\lay 3,
1846, daughter of Alexander and Catherine
(Muffetor ) Ouellette, who were born in Sandwich West, descendants of pioneers of this locality. 1\'Ir. and Mrs. Frank Cahill located on their
present farm, where he erected good buildings
and made many improvements.
He has also
purchased adjacent land, and owns two large
f11rms in Sandwich West. Mr. and Mrs. Cahill
have four children, as follows: Frank A., the only
son, married Miss Maud Mayville, of Windsor,
and has two children; Alice passed away
in May, 1901; Miss Cora, born in 1878, r esides
at the old homestead; and Mi;BS Irene was born
in 1884.
Politically Mr. Cahill has always been a Reformer, and has held the office of tax collector
for a number of years, giving the most entire
satisfaction. Religiously he and his family are
members of the Roman Catholic Church. He
belongs to the C.M.B.A.
l\fr. Cahill is one of the most highly-respected men of this locality; living uprightly and honorably and bringing up his children to be good
men and women, in which be is nobly aided by
his most excellent wife. The pleasant home of
the family is a gathering place for their numerous friends, and a most generous hospitality is
shown to all.
ALFRED F. CAMPEAU, Chief of the Ontario Police department, with headquarters in
the Medbury Block, at Windsor, is one of the
best-known citizens and trusted officials of Ontario, and is also a most worthy representative
of one of the oldest French families of this
locality.
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Chief Campeau is one of the fifth generation
the Campeau family. It was founded in Ontario by J ean Baptiste Campeau, a native of
France, who was the Chief's great-great-grandfather. The name was continued in the next
generation. Although it was an agricultural
family, its members have distinguished themselves in military life. J ean Baptiste, the greatgrandfather, was a captain in the army, and
his son Charles, the grandfather, became a sergeant in the army, and fought during the war of
1812. . His death occurred about 1866, in Sandwich East, County Essex. His children were :
Melie, born while he was serving in the army,
married Thomas Trombley, of Conner's Creek,
Michigan; Filis married Francois Trombley, also
of Conner's Creek; Charles married :Mrs. Tasie
Dequinte; Susan married Xavier Letorurneau;
Hipolite married Theresa Reaume, of the County
of Kent; and Jovite married Deline Rogers.
The children born to IIipolite Campeau and
wife were thirteen in number, teu sons and
three daughters. Eight sons died when young
and the surviving members of the family are:
A. F., of Windsor; l\fary, the wife of Isaac
Campeau, of Windsor ; Lena, the wife of Euclide
J aques, of Windsor; Peter, who married Nettie
Parent, the daughter of Paul Parent, of Windsor; and Victoria, the wife of Denis Moyzon, of
Belle River. Hipolite Campeau was born in
1822, in :Sandwich East and has followed farming, lumbering and brick-making all his life. In
.1848 he erected his present resilience, cutting
toe timber himself and clearing the farm which
he now occupies, at the age of eighty years. Mr.
Uampeau drew the first timbers for use in building the docks of the Walker brewet·y at Wal kerville. Politically he is a Liberal. With his
family he adheres to the r eligious belief of
the Roman Catholic Church.
'l'he b1rth of A. F. Campeau took place Oct.
5, 1856, at the family home at Sandwich East,
tiounty of Essex, where he remained engaged
in attending school and working the farm until·
April, 1883, when he removed to Windsor, opening a livery stable and feed barn on Goyeau
street, which he operated from April to November of that year, going then into the employ of
Tnomas Kilroy, in a grocery business, on Glengary Avenue, and remaining here until in the
spring of 1884, when be entered the business
house of Walker & Sons. He continued there
until Sept. 15, 1884, and on the following day
:Mr. Campeau became a member of that branch
OJ.
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of the public service which his long cat·eer has
but served to adorn, and which has made his
name known to both high and low all over
Ontario.
From Sept. 16, 1884, until May 16, 1889,
he was a member of the Windsor police force,
but on that date he was appointed by the Ontario Government as a provisional police, at increased salary, and this was f ollowed on Oct.
24:, 1896, with appointment to the position of
·Chief of Police, employed on the Detroit River,
at a salary of $1,000 p er annum. That this most
taithful official 's services were noted in high
'Places was made ma11ifest by his appointment in
1~99 to the honorable and highly responsible
-position of Chief of the Ontario Police, subject
to ot·dcr all over the Province. llis work is
mainly confined to western Ontario, but there
is no doubt but that the f uture holds many grave
problems, with increased immigration and religious fanaticism, that only a strong, experienced,
level-headed and fearless official like Chief Campeau can handle.
I n October, 1883, Chief Campeau was marrieu to Adelaide Cadieux, daughter of Edward
and Adelaide (Jeniss.e ) Cadieux, of Otta"·a, and
the children born to t his union are four in number, namely: Paul, born Nov. 8, 1885; Josephine,
born Oct. 28, 1887; Clara, born Oct. 25, 1889;
and Freddie, born l<'eb. 20, 1891. Chief Campeau is identified with the Liberal party in politics. His religiO\lS membership is with the
Romai1 Catholic Church.
GEORGE J.ASPERSO:N, of the town of
County of Essex, is one of Kingsville's most representative QUsiness men, and is
lar~ely interested in the canning of fruit and
vegetables, and the leaf tobacco industry. His
family history is one of interest, showing the
sturdy characteristics of a courageous and Yirile
race.
George Jasperson, the grandfather of. the
present George J asperson, was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, and as a young man
emigrated to America and for a t ime was located
in Lewisburg, Ohio, where he married. Soon
after this event he moved to Detroit, and possessed himself of property on both siues of the
river. He engaged in merchandising in Detroit,
and once owned a five-acre tract of land, the
same upon which is now the Detroit Opera
House. Mr. Jasperson was very successful, and
an able business man, and at one t ime in his career owned a large amount of r eal estate, at Bay
Kin~sville,
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City, Trentop, and other points contiguous to
Detroit. His later years were spent at St. Clair,
where he died in 1858, at the age of about seventy years. His children were as follows: IIenry, deceased; Lewis, father of George Jasper·
son, of Kingsville; Isabella, deceased, who married Charles Kellogg, of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania; Ann, deceased, who became the wife of
Mark Hopkins, of St. Clair, Michigan; Matilda,
who married Willard Smith, of Mexico; l\:Iary;
Laura, who manied Charles Randall, of Milwaukee, \Visconsin; and Emma, who married Morton
Robinson, of New York.
Lewis J asperson was born Feb. 20, 1825, in
Lewisburg, Ohio, and was reared in Detroit and
Windsor. With the aid of his father, he opened
a small general stor~ at what is now Kingsville,
this being the first business vent ure in the present town. for some years he gave his attention
to merchandising, and then became interested
extensivelY in sawmilling and lumbering, building a mill in Colchester, on the lake shore. Af.
ter operating this some years he sold it, but continued in the lumber business the greater part
of his life. H e was very familiar with the values
of the great forests that then covered so much
of the territory now occupied by smiling and
productive farms. His later years were passed
in comparative quiet in Kingsville, where he
died. We are permitted t o copy the following
obituary of 1\Ir. J asperson, which appeared in
the columns of the Kingsville R epo1'ter at the
time of his decease :
"Lewis· F. Jasperson, who died in July, 1895,
was born at Lewisburg, Ohio, F eb. 20, 1825, as
a young man came to Detroit and there assisted
his f ather in his mercantile business, they doing
a large business with the I ndians. lie came to
this village as a young man and opened a general store at the Corners, the first business enterprise started at Kingsville. After a few years
he went into the sawmilling and lumber business,
and was identified with that the greater part of
his life. H e was a man of marked appearance,
his finely-developed physical form, and wellshaped head, with a very stately walk, made him
especially noticed in his ev·e ryday life. He was
a man well informed, and kept well abreast of
the times, and was a man that every wind of
doctrine could not shake. His faith in God was
as sturdy as the oak. A good name was his rul·
ing passion.
was married in Christ Church,
Detroit, July 7, 1846, to Nancy Jane Wigle, who
was killed in a runaway accident, F eb. 9, 1893."
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'l'o Lewis Jasperson and his wife were born:
Annie, who died at St. Clair, Michigan, aged seventeen years; Ella, who married (:1.al'les Drown,
and died in 1885, at Detroit; George, of Kingsville; Cora, who died at the age of ten years at
St. Clair·, Michigan, two weeks before her sister,
Annie; F rederick, a civil engineer for the Pennsylvania & Reading railroad; Bonzano, mentioned below; and Char·les Hilton, who fills a responsible position with the Philadelphia & Reading railroad.
The mother of our subject, whose accidental
death brought sadness to family and friends, was
a lady of many amiable characteristics, and of
exalted Christian character. She was a daughter
of John and Susannah (Scratch) Wigle. A
saml)ler is preserved, worked by her when sixteen
year" old, which preserves the family record as
follows: "John Wigle, bor n Dec. 21, 1778; Susannah Scratch, born Jan. 23, 1785. Their children were as follows: Mary, born Feb. 10, 1803 ;
Leonard, March 14, 1804; Julia Ann, June 4,
1805; Wendel, born Sept. 8, 1806; I sabella,
June 2, 1807; Joseph, Oct. 8, 1809; Peter, Aug.
22, 1811; Ann, Nov. 18, 1813; J ohn, Sept. 19,
1815; Sarah, Sept. 8, 1817 ; Robert, May 24,
1820; Solomon, 1\fay 14, 1822; Adam R., J une
14, 1824; Nancy Jane, June 1, 1828; and Michael J ., March 15, 1831. " The latter is the only
surviving member of this large and prominent
family.
George J asperson was born July 26, 1852, iu
Kingsville, where he grew up and obtained his
education. At the age of nineteen years he went
to Michigan, where, for six years, he was employed in the lumbering industry. Upon his return here, he built a sawmill on Pelee I sland,
which he operated for five years, and then r emoved the machinery to the opposite side of the
Island, and resumed business for three more
years. He then sold this plant to a 1\'lr. McQueen. 1\fr. Jasperson then went to Romney
township, near the lake front, in the vicinity of
the Caleb Coatsworth homesteaq, built there a
mill and cut the timber from 3,000 acres. H e
continued to operate this mill for ten years. His
next venture was the purchase of a roller mill
in Kingsville, which he operated to advantage
some three years, when it was destroyed by fire.
He then purchased the grain elevator here, and
continued to operate it until 1902, when he disposed of it to its present proprietors, Henry
Bros.
Some five years ago Mr. Jasperson began to
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be interested in the tobacco industry, and
through his enterprise has become one of the
largest buyers of leaf t obacco in the province.
Recently he built a substantial tobacco warehouse in this village in which large quantities
of leaf are packed. Tn April, 1900, in company
with his brother, Donzano, and Darius Wigle,
he bought the preserving company 's plant established here, and since then the company has carried on a very profitable canning industry, p utting up all kinds of fruit and vegetables. During the past season exclusive attention was given
to the canning of peaches and tomatoes. Until
the last year our subject had acted as manager of this growing business, but now his brother holds that position, 1\Ir. Jasperson needing
more time to attend to his tobacco interests.
1\fr. J asperson is one of the leading and public-spirited citizens of Kingsville.
:Mainly
through his efforts a company was formed, including himself, his brother and David Conklin,
IJotne three years since, which installed and has
c:;ince conducted a very satisfactory electric lighting plant. Few of the city's successful enterprises have not felt his helping hand and profited by his good judgment and wise advice. He
eomes of a family of business men and his success in his ventures shows that the ability still
'!ontinues nndiminished in the family. He enj oys universal esteem and is sur ely one of the
representative citizens of this section of the
county.
On Oct. 11, 1886, Mr. Jasperson was united
i.n marriage with Alice McCormick, daughter of
William 1\IcCormiclc, of Pelee I sland, this family being one of the most historic in the annals
of County Essex. B oth Mr. Jasperson and wife
are consistent members of the Church of England,· in which both were r eared. In his fraternal relations l\Ir. Jasperson is equally prominent, for many years having been identified with
the Masonic bodies, and also with the Order of
Workmen.
BONZANO JASPERSON, son of L ewis, was born
in Kingsville, Ont., May 25, 1869. H e r emained
at home with his parents as long as they liverl.
From his youth he had shown r emarkable busin ess instincts, and his ventures have been uniformly successful. Until 1892 he was in the
lumber business with his brother, George, and
when they sold out Bonzano Jasperson entered
the grain business in Kingsville, so continuing
until 1895, when he sold to the Henry Company.
In 1896 he began the private banking business
at KingsYille, and is so engaged at the present
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time. He has other extensive interests, being a
lar ge stockholder in the canning factory at
Kingsville. He was the founder of the bil busi·
ness on P elee Island, and was the organi1zing di·
r ector, attending to the first leases, etc. The company is known as the Pelee Gas & Oil Company.
On Oct. 8, 1892, in St. Andrew's Church, at
Truro, Nova Scotia, l\fr. J asperson married Gertrude Kent, daughter of Charles A. Kent, prominent in the business world at 'f ruro as a grocer and coal and feed merchant. To this union
have been born two children, Esther G., born
Sept. 16, 1897; and Frederick K., born July 16,
1900. Fraternally i\Ir. Jasperson is a Mason,
and has been treasurer for six years. He has
been active in church work, and he bas sen·eJ as
deacon and junior ·warden.
RICHARD MOONEY, a prosperous farmer
of Maidstone township, County E ssex, located
on !;ot 19, Concession 9, was born :May 6, .1843,
in Sandwich East, County Essex, son of M1chael .
and Catherine (McSweeny) Mooney, the l\IeSweenys being very early settlers of the county.
Michael Mooney was born in 1809, and his wife
in 1811 both in Ireland. Our subject's paternal gra~dparents died in that country, but the
maternal grandparents came to the Province of
Quebec, where they died. :Michael Mooney married in Quebec, and in 1836 r emoved to Snnrl'vich, County E ssex, settling on the line of Maidstone and Sandwich.
There he cleared up a
home from the wilderness, built a comfortable
loo cabin :first and later a more commodious
ho~e becoming one of the prosperous farmer~:~
of th~ locality. · Here his wife died in 1852, but
he survived until Aug. 15, 1890. Both were consist ent members of the Catholic Church. Politically he was a R eformer . In their family were
the following children : Philip, born at Quebec,
married Bridget Caven, of Maidstone, and they
settled on a part of the old homestead, where he
died in 1876, leaving children, Michael, ~fary,
Catherine, Charles and Lizzie. John, born at
Quebec, married Sar f!.h O 'Connor, of Ann Arbor,
1\Iichi,.an settled for a time in MaidstonP, and
then ;em~ved to Windsor, where he is en!!aged
in a grocery business; his children are, Ellen.
!\faggie, · Edward and Effa. Ellen and Mary
both died in promising young womanhood. Clltherine married Emory Kay, of Colchester township, and they moved to Chica!!o, where she died
in 1896 leavin~ five children, Rose, John, Clement K;te and Edward. Edward, born in 1845,
ma~ried Maggie Dixon, of Sandwich township,

.
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and they lived on the olu homestead for many
years, now living retired at Windsor, their children being, William and 'l'homas, both of whom
were accidentally killed when crossing the tracks
of the Michigan Central railroad, Oct. 2, 1895;
and Bernard, Loretta and Frank Rosie, born
in 1847, married Thomas Ternan, of Maidstone,
and they now live in Detroit, having five children, Vincent, Edward, Mary, Louisa and Kate.
Richard is mentioned below.
hiohard )fooney remained with his parents
until thirty years of age, for a long time being
the very capable manager of the home farm. In
February, 1872, he married· Anna A. McAuliff,
born in 1\Iay, 1855, in Sandwich, daughter of
I\Iichael and Honora ( Huliban) l\lcAuliff, this
being one of the old and most prominent families
of :Maidstonc. Michael McAuliff was a graduate
of Tr.inity College, and came to Canada in 1848.
F or many years he taught school in this county,
and died at his home in Maidstone in June,
1902. His wife had preceded him to the grave
in July, 1898. Mrs. Mooney is a lady of culture,
having been carefully educated. Three of her
sisters are teachers.
After marriage :Mr. and Mrs. :Mooney settled
on the present far m, which he purchased in
1872, when it was still a tract of wild bush land.
He has cleared up 100 acres here, having had
much experience in this kind of work, having assisted in the clearing of the old homestead. The
first home of Mr. and Mrs. Mooney on the present farm was destroyed by fire in 1893, a total
loss of bouse and all it contained. I mmediately
after this disaster, Mr. :Mo~ney erected his present commodious and comfortable brick residence, which is conceded to be one of the very
finest of the many fine homes of M:aidstone.
A family of nine children has been born to
Mr. and 1\[rs. Mooney, namely: (1) Laura, born
in January, 1873, was educated at the Chatham
convent, graduating in 1898; she is the
wife of J obn Coskigan, a farmer in Maidstone,
and they have four children, Maggie, Florence,
James and Agnes. (2) Richard, born March 11,
1875, married Jennie Power s, of l\'laidstone, and
they reside at Windsor. (3) Vincent, born in
1877, resides at home. (4) Mary E., born in
1881, after graduating in the Essex high school,
took a business college course in Detroit, and is
now the wife of Henry 0 'Connor, of Essex. ( 5)
Agnes, born in 1883, is at home. (6) Gerald,
born in 1886, is a student of the Essex high
school. (7) Frederick is also a high school ~tu-
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dent. (8) l\1onica, born in 1890, and (9) Ambrose, born in 1893, are still at their books.
:Mr. Mooney and family are all members of
the Catholic Church, and ~Ir. 1\Iooney and fou r
of his children have been membel's of the choir,
of which he has been the efficient leader for forty-seven years. Politically he has been prominently identified with the Reform party, and for
eight years he was a valued member of the·
council of l\1aic1stone, and for four years served
as assessor. His interest in edncation.al matters
has been very marked, and he has served for a
long period as school trustee. He is a man o.f.
progr ess and of enterprise, and has worked for
the success of the various movements promising
to be of benefit to the community. He bas been
vice-president of the Agricultural Society of
:Maidstone, and by advice and financial assistance
has pushed many of the township enterprises far
toward success. Tie is generally conceded to be
one of the best citizens of th~s locality.
CHARLES CLARK. The I ndependent,
Comber's first · newspaper, was issued Aug. 9,
1883, by Mr. Alfred 1\Iellish, now of Detroit,
who continued its publication during four years.
In the fall of 1887 the newspaper changed hands
no less than four times in quick succession, and
finally the plant was moved to Tilbury, and :Mr.
E. J. Lovelace, then foreman of the Essex Libeml, brought a new plant to Comber, and commenced the publication of a large and much improved sheet, retaining the old name I ndependent. In February, 1890, 1\Ir. Lovelace sold his
plant to James McCollum, who moved it to
Windsor, and started the Twin City Quill. The
books and good-will wore sold to ::.'.Iessrs. J ohnson & McKay, of the Leamington Post, the
business being transferred to I\Ir. Charles Clark
at the same time, and the plant formerly used
by the defunct Leamington T1·ib1me was moved
to Comber, and the H eralii trumpeted forth the
snme week. During the fourteen years of its
existence the people of Comber and vicinity have
given its publisher, Mr. Charles Clark, a very
liberal support.
Charles Clark, editor and published of 1'he
Comber Ile1·alfl, Comber, Ont., was born J uly
25, 1862, at London, England. He and several
brothers and sisters were left orphans at a tend<!r age. Ile was educated at the West London
District School, London, England, coming to. this
country in 1874, under the· superv"ision of the
late Miss M:. L. Rye. For :five years be was em-
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ployed in a grocery store in Chatham, Ont., and
afterwards engaged in fat·ming for a period of
:fonr years in the township o.f Howard, Kent
C..::ounty. I n 1883 he commenced learning printing at Ridgetown, remaining there three years.
lie wAs then employed on the Essex Liberal for
two years, r esigning this position when his employer, J. E. Johnson, E sq., sold the paper. M:r.
.Johnson shortly afterward pu1·chased the Leamington Post, and Mr. Cla t•ke again became one of
his employees. In F ebruary, 1890, The Independent, Comber's newspaper, became defunct
~·n'l he was encouraged by his employer to start
a :paper at this point. Without means, he hesitated about taking this step, but his success
proves th at his friends were not mistaken in
him when they advised the action. Commencing at the bottom of the ladder, ~Ir. Clark has
steadily mounted, owing in pat·t to the many
ldndnesses of his late employer , who ever disp layed for him unbounded confidence. The entire business is now on a good financial basis, and
is another instance of what a poor boy can accomplish, provided he be honest and industrious,
quick to embrace every opportunity offered.
Mr. Clark is a member of the Masonic and
I .O.O.F. fraternities. He also is C. P . R. passenger agent at Comber, and in this capacity is
giving entire satisfaction, as well as in his position as editor and publisher.
On Sept. 1, 1885, Mr. Clark was married to
~tiss Permillia J. Parke, youngest daughter of
li.. J . P arke, E sq., of Chatham. His family consists of three children, boys: Cecil 0., aged eighteen years; Roy Leslie, aged sixteen years; and
Harold Elmer, _aged fourteen years.
ITARRY A. DUNN, photographer of Leamington, Out., was born 1\fat·ch 6, 1876, in London,
Ont., son of Richard and Mary (Lawson) Dunn,
natives of Devonshire and London, England, r espectively. They were married in London, Ont.,
both having come to Canada when young, and
they still reside in London, where he is manager
of a whol esale tea house. Mr. Dunn is an active
member of the Methodist Church, and was superintendent of Sunday School for many years.
H arry A. Dunn is the third in a family of
six children. On J an. 1, 1900, in St. Thomas,
Ont., he married Miss Alice, daughter of George
B. Ussher, of St. Thomas, Ont. Mr. Dunn att ended the public schools in London, Ont., unt il
sixteen years of age, after wl1ich he took up phot ography in J,ondon. lie r emained with his
fit·st employer for five years, .a t the end of that
33
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time going to Leamington, whe1·e be sta ted his
present business, which he has ever si ce continued. As a photographer :\Ir. Dunn shows the
skill and taste which come of experience in a
congenial field, his work ranking with the best.
:\fr. Dunn has taken an interest in everything
which would advance the welfare of his adopted
community, especially in educational liut>s. lie
was on the public library board for two years,
and is at present serving on the high school
board. In political sent iment he is a Conservative. H e and his wife tmite with the l\fet.hodist
Church and endeavor to do their share of church
work, Mr. Dunn being a t present a trustee.

J OII.N D. DELISLE, a retit·ed farmer of
Sanuwich South, County of E ssex, Ont., was
born ncar :Montreal, in Lower Canada, June 13,
1829, sou of P eter and Catbcr·ine (Phillips) De·
lisle, pioneers of the Dominion.
J ohn D. Delisle received his education near
Kingston, where his father lived some years.
When a young man he learned the trade of
cooper, at which he ·worked in addition to far ming. For sixteen years he followed his trade in
.Amherstl>urg. In 1850 be was married to 1\Iiss
Aurilla Richards, of :\Iontreal, born there in
1829, daughter of Joseph and Angeline Richards,
nlso pioneers of Canada, who settled in Anderdon, County of E ssex:, where they died.
:\Ir. Delisle settled at ..Amherstburg, after
his marriage, but in 1868 he purchased his
present home and cleared it up, his farm now
consisting of 100 acres. His wife passed away
here in J nne, 1896, and is tenderly mourned as
.a good, Christian woman. 'l'hey were the parents of nineteen children: Peter and J oseph,
twins, born, in F ebruary, 1852, married sisters,
natiYes of France, but residing in Sand wich.
Petet· lives at Windsor, and has no family,
while Joseph lives at Belle River and bas
two sons, Edward and H enry.
Caroline
born in 1853, married J ohn Berrier, a r esident
of Sandwich East, and has no children. Mary
dieJ in childhood. Rose, born in 1856, marriecJ
~fichael Cavanagh, of Sandwich West, and their
children are, Charles, Michael, J ohn, Frank, A nnie, Mag-gie, Katie, Willie and Joseph. Oriet
died in childhood. J ohn, born in 1858, married
a ~Iiss Dnprey, of County E ssex, and they resirle at Dearborn, Wayne County, 1\Iichigan;
their childt·en are: Maggie, Rosie, Jane, Lillie,
George and Fred. Edward, born in 1859, married Miss 1\Iayhew, and settled in Detroit. Hi11
children are: Minnie, Louisa, Lewis, Julia, David
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and Malina. Agnes, born in ~fay, 1861, marr·ied
Robert Gilboa, resides in Sandwich and has children, Rosie, Rella, Alice, Koah, Lucy, James,
Fred, John, :Mat·y, Leo, anu Patrick. Iviichnel,
born in 1863, married J nlia Dellepeau, resides
in Detroit, and has child1·cn, Henry, Ida, Clara,
Patdck, Robert and Emma. Archangel, born in
1864, married ::\Iattht•w Majot·, resides in Sandwich,· and has child1·en, Mary, J osophine, Lydia,
Aurelia, Nellie, John, Louisa, and Lillie. l\1ar,\',
born in 1866, deceased, married Thomas Lispe•·ant, and has children, Henry, Katie, Agnes and
Albet·t. Henry died at the age of fifteen years.
Josephine, born in 1867, married Albert Field,
settled in Sandwich and there died, the mother
of Eugene, Frank, Lillie and Annie. Eliza, born
in 1868; married Joseph McCarthy, of Sandwich,
and has children, J oseph, Dominick, Mary and
Anthony. James, born in 1870, grew up on the
homestead, of which he has been manager for
the past six or eight years, ever since his father's
declining health made him rctit·e. In November,
1894, he married Miss Katie McGrcgan, daughter
of Chal'les and Mary (Watson) l\1cGregan, members of old l\Iichigan families. 1\lrs. Delisle was
born in Alpena, Michigan, in 1876, where she
was reared and educated. Three children have
been born of this marriage: Annie, 1897 ;
Charles, November, 1899; Fred, April, 1902.
){alinda, born iu 1871, married Paul Lalone, of
Belle Rivet·, Ont., and has two children, Joseph
and Rella. Robert, born . in 1872, died in 1892.
?lfaggie, the youngest of this unusually large
family, was born in 1876, and married Eugene
Bnrk, resides in Colchester, and has a son,
Frank.
Religiously l\fr. Delisle and his family are all
members of the Catholic Church. Politically he
has always been a Reformer, but 'has never
aspired to office.
Few men stand higher in public opinion
than does this able, energetic and successful
farmer, whose life has been devoted to living
honestly, uprightly and accot·ding to the teachings of his creed, and yet to provide for his family and sustain his rights as a loyal subject and
do his duty as pertained thereto. Mr. Delisle
has never come before his friends and fellowtownsmen for political preferment; his voice has
not been l1eard in pnblic places, nor has he consorted with the great, seekio~ to gain honors
which he felt his o·wn bands had not earned, but
nevertheless he is a man of influence, and his
opinions are sought and his advice asked. Thos~:>
who come close to nature and listen to her many

lessons, learn to look dispassionately and with
clear judgment upon men and outside affairs,
and to weigh them fairly and honestly in the balance. In addition to this, a clean, honorable life
exerts a great in:B.uence, and gives a man immense
power over others, and because of all this John
B. Delisle is held in esteem and respect throughout the County of Essex.
ROBER1' W. SHANKS, one of the prominent citizens and prosperous farmers of Gasfield, County·of Essex, is well and widely known,
and comes of a most highly regarded family.
James Shanks, grandfather of Robert W.,
was born in 1\iorayshire, Scotland, near Gordon
Castle, and as a young man just beyond his majority, moved to Leaven, Yorkshire, England,
whetc he married a Miss Dales. Doth lived to a
good old age and died there, their family being
as follows: Robert, who died in ·Romney township, County of Kent; James, father of Robert
W.; Richard, who died in childhood; Maria, who
married a Mr. Blanken; Hannah, who married
George Gardham, of Yorkshire, England.
James Shanks was born near Leaven, Yorkshire, and was twenty years old when he came
to Canada, locating in Romney township, County
of Kent, where he received a grant of 200 acres
of Government land in the 3rd Concession. This
was all uncultivated, and after some improvements, he sold it to J acob Hyatt, coming then
to Gosfield township, County of Essex, where he
bought 100 acres on Lot 11, of Theodore Wigle.
Twelve acres of this farm had been cleared, but
the only building was a log cabin, which he erected himself and occupied for two years, then
building a larger log house, in which he resided
eighteen years. Mr. Shanks worked hard for
many years, and succeeded in clearing his land,
upon which he made his home until h is death,
wnich occurred when he was aged eighty-three
years. In Romney township he married Mary
Jackson, who was born in County Durham, England, and who was about twenty years old when
her family came to Canada. Their children
were: James, of Leamington, Ont.; Miss IIannah, of Leamington; Robert W., of this sketch;
and Maria, wife of Frank McCharles, of Ruthven, On't. Mr. Shanks was a Conservative in his
political views. He was r eared in the Presbyterian faith, but later connected himself with the
Methodist church.
Robert W. Shanks was born Aug. 9, 1841, in
Romney township, and was about thirteen years
of age when he came to the present farm. From
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an early age he was his father's r ight hand in
the clearing of the land, and in the making of
improvements. After coming into possession of
the homestead, he added 106 acres, in Lot 6, Concession 3, and part of JJot 10, in Concession 1,
all of which he has practically cleared. In addition Mr. Shanks owns five improved lots in Leamington, and is justly considered one of the substantial men of this locality.
On Dec. 25, 1863, he married Elizabeth Ann
Wigle, daughter of John W. and Salome (F ox)
Wigle. The four children born to this marriage
are: Mary Salome; Ella Florence, who married
Arthur Fox, of Union, and has two children,
Marvel and Gerald; Ethel Arabelle; and Parmenas J ohn James.
:Mr. Shanks has always been an active farmer,
carrying on extensive operations. Politicapy a
Conservative, he has been active in to,vnship
affairs, serving twelve years as councillor, in
1898 as reeve, and for three years as deputyr eeve. H e is prominent in Masonry, joining
the order first in 1867, at Kingsville, and later
becoming a charter member at Leamington. I n
1898 he took the Royal Arch degrees at Windsor,
and he is on e of the leading members of the fraternity. With his family he attends the Methodist Church.
·
DUNCAN McALISTER, postmaster of Comber and reeve of Tilbury West township, is O\VD·
er and manager of Cedar Lawn Stock Farm, and
one of the best known citizens of the County of
Essex. He was born in Erin township, in the
C01.m ty of Wellington, Ont., April 17, 1844.
Samuel McAlist er, father of Duncan, was
born on a farm n ear Glasgow, Scotland, and
grew up there, acquiring a practical knowledge
of agriculture. He married Margaret 'McMillen,
a native of t he same locality, and t"·o children
were born t o them, before they left Scotland,
viz. : Samuel, who died in Orford t ownship,
County of Kent; and Christina, now the widow
()f Alexander Stevenson, and r esiding in TilJ:mry
E ast.
Desiring t o better his condition, Samuel ~fc
Alister, in the early forties, embarked with his
family for the New World, and after many
weeks on a sailing vessel, they landed at Quebec.
Their objective point was farther West, and
after many h ardships they r eached the County
of Wellington, and settled in Erin township.
Mr. McAlister took up 100 acres of land, and the
f amily courageously ent ered upon the life of
privation to be expected in a new land with but
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few and scattered settlers. A log cabin was built
and for five years Mr. ~ JcA l ister stl'U~gled to
get his farm cleared, and make some headway
in the wor ld. Just as he was attaining success he
met with an accident while chopping down a
tree, and was struck on the head so severely that
after lingering f or three days in unconsciousness,
he passed out of life, and was buried in Erin
township. He was a Reformer in politics, and
in r eligious faith a member of the Presbyterian
Church. His death occurr ed in 1849, and his
widow was left with five small children to care
for, three of whom were born after their parents
arrived in Erin township, namely: Duncan; and
1\fary and J ane, who both died young. ·
Mrs. McAlister's parents, Dnncan McMillen
and his wife, lived in the County of Kent, and
thither, after selling the farm, she went with her
children. Within a few years she married William Barker, and r emoved to Orford t ownship,
that county, where, on her husband's farm, she
lived t o be over seventy years old, outliving 1\lr.
Barker. She was buried in Botany Cemetery ·
in Howard township. She belonged to the Presbyterian Church, and was a good Christian
woman and good mother.
· Duncan McAlister was only five years old
when his father was killed, and h e came with
his mother to Kent, where he lived with his
grandfather and attended the district and subscription schools of the township. After his
mother's second marriage he lived in Orford
township, going to school there and working on
the farm for his stepfather till be was seventeen.
'rhcn he accepted a position as clerk in the general store of Thomas Finily at Morpeth, County
of Kent, where he worked a year for his board
and $100. He then took a similar position in a
store in Valetta, owued by J ohn Richardson,
who later became his father-in-law.
Af ter t\VO years, and while Mr. McAlister
was still u nder age, a p artnership was formed
under the firm name of Richardson & McAlister,
and they opened a general stor e at C<>mber, conducting it together for one year. Then Mr. McAlister bought out the senior partner, and for
thirty-five years had been engaged there in the
gener al mercantile line, when, in 1898, he lost
his · stor e· and stock by fire, suffering a loss of
more than $8,000 over his insurance, and he bas
never open ed up the business since.
Mr. McAlister's business interests were not
by any means confined to the mercantile line,
but have ·always been varied in character. For
a number of years he was engaged in the grain
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trade and in milling, and later in farming and the to"·nship and of the county; has served
stock raising. In J 867 he bought the 100 acres, several terms as reeve, his last electi6n being
now known as tl1P. Cedar Lawn Stock Farm, iu J anuary, 1903, and in every case he has satisfied
the south half of Lot 7, on the Middle Road his constituents of his honesty and integrity,
South, Tilbury West township, then the pro- and of the absolute safety of their interests when
perty of A lexanrler Cameron, and he has since in his hands. For many years he has been a
made his chief business the r aising of fine Short- justice of the peace, and no case tried before him
horn cattle, horses and other blooded stock, in has been appealed. . He is also a notary public,
and the issuer of marriage licenses.
which he takes the greatest pride.
With all these demands upon his attention,
In 1867 Mr. McAlister bought the property
of the late llenry Richenback, on which he, in f.Ir. McAlister yet finds time to spare for church
1878, built a handsome house, one of the finest work to a great extent. He and his wife ar~
houses in the township, erected at an expense of both members of the Presbyterian Church, in
over $4,000. The house and the grounds around which he was a deacon for several years, and is
it both bespeak the taste and attention of the now filling the office of elder, while he has been
owner, who is domestic in his tastes and very both a teacher in the Sunday School and superintendent. Fraternally he is a member of A.F. &
fond of his home.
Mr. McAlister was married before he \vas .'\.1\L of Comber, and is Master Mason; he hM
twenty, and his bride, Miss Elizabeth Richard- also been chief ranger of the I.O.F. of Comber,
son, daughter of the venerable'John Richardson, nnd master workman of the A.O.U.W., No. 34,
Comber, and is a member of the Dominion Shortof Tilbury East township, was even younger.
Their marriage took place F eb. 13, 1865. Mrs. horn Cattle Breeders' Association, of Toronto.
McAlister is a woman of culture and r efinement, No man in the county is busier, or gives more
and is devoted to her 'h usband and family. She impartial attention to all the multitudinous deis the mother of nine children, seven of whom t ails of his many and varied interests. With it
are living : (1) Margaret, educated in Comber . all he is genial and hospitable, and has hosts of
and at the St. Thomas Ladies' College, is the warm friends.
wife of William Mcintosh, of Comber, and has
SAMUEL THOl\fAS ANDERSON is one of
one child, Vera. (2) Mary Jane, educated in
Comber, and at the Detroit Business College the best ]mown men in his section of the County
and the Conservatory of Music in that city, mar- of Essex, where he has been successfully engaged
ried Rev. A. W. Campbell, Presbyterian minis- in business for many years, and also promit er at Quaker Hill, and has had five children, nently identified with the administration of civil
Irene, Robert, Agnes, Mary and Grace. (3) atfairs. He bas been clerk of Tilbury West townGordon attended the schools in Comber, was gra- ship since 1891, and in that connection alone has
duated from the Essex County high school, an.d made a wide circle of acquaintances. ·
. Mr. Anderson comes of a family which has
from the Detroit Medical College, and is now
long
bee~ established in Canada, being .one of
practicing at Stanwood, Michigan. He married
Miss Nora Van Aucken. (4) Maude married the third generation on this side of the Atlantic.
Erin P otticary, an employe of the Michigan Cen- 'l'he family was originally of Scottish origin, but
tral Railroad, in the Buffalo office. (5) Abner for many generations had its home in Ireland,
is a student in the College of Pharmacy at Big where Francis Anderson, grandfather of SamRapids, Michigan. (6) Lois, a graduate of the nel T., was born, in Belfast, County Antrim.
Comber high school, studied telegraphy, and is There he grew to manhood, and in 1822, having
now operator at Comber and assistant postmas- decided to try his fortun e in the New World,
ter. (7) Alister is at home. (8) Cyril died, embarked with his family on a sailing vessel,
which landed them at Quebec after a voyage of
.and another child (9) died in infancy.
In public matters Mr. McAlister is as active sixteen weeks. Going west to the then unsettled
and as variously interested as in his private busi- r egion of the Province of Quebec, :Mr. Anderson
n ess. H e is a Liberal in politics, and spares located at Grenville, in the County of Argenn either time nor strength to secure his party's teuil, where he became the possessor of 200 acres
success, while he has served the public faithfnlly of government land, in t he ·woods, and comin many different capacities. For the past forty menced farming. H e built a log house and strugyears he has held continuously the office of post- gled along, clearing his land and putting it under
master of Comber; he has been in the council of cultivation as fast as the limited r esources of the
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day made it possible. There he continued to li\·e
until1846, "·hen, after twenty-two years of hard
work and pioneer. life in that region, he sold out
and moved further west, locating in Stephen
township, County of Huron, Ontario, on a tract
of land on Lot 5, Concession 3, owned by his son
James. H e put up a small log house, and again
took up the work of clearing the land and putting it under cultivation, continuing thus until
his death-a period of twenty-six years.
He
spent the remainder of his life upon that place,
living to the ripe old age of eighty-eight years,
his death occurring in 1\Iarch, 1872.
H e is
buried in Exeter, Ontario.
:Mr. Anderson was married in his native place
to Margaret McCrainer, and seven children were
born to this union, most of them befot·e the emigration of the family to Canada: Jane married
George Johnson, and died in London ; Mary married Da·vid Kimball, and both died in Michigan ;
James ; Joseph; Alvina married Robert Anderson, and both died in the County of Huron;
Francis; and Jemima married Chester Prouty,
clerk of Stephen township, County of H ur on,
where she died. !'.:t:rs. Anderson proved a devoted
helpmeet through all the long years of hard work
in a new country. She lived to the extraordinary age of ninety-six: years, surviving until 1885,
and was laid to r est beside her husband. Both
were members of the Church of England. lie
was a stanch Conservative in political faith, but
never sought nor accepted office.
. ,James Anderson, son of Francis and father
of Samuel T., was born in Ireland, 1\tay 1, 1817,
in the parish of Belfast, County Antrim, and
was but five years old when he crossed the Atlantic with his parents. He' grew up in a pioneer region, with no advantages for education,
having few opportunities for attending school.
But what he lacked in literary training was amply made up by experience in the practical work
of life, for he begau to give valuable assistance
to his father in the work of the farm at an early
age. When a youth he was apprenticed to learn
the trade o£ millwright, at which he served seven
years, and after becoming a journeyman he followed that calling for some time in the Province
of Quebec. In 1844 he set out for the west, coming to the new section of Ontario and· locating in
the County of Huron, where he worked at his
trade erecting watermills. He . finally bought
200 acres of uncleared land in Stephen township,
of the Canadian Land Company, but only retained :fifty acres for himself, giving the adjoining fifty to his father, and selling the other hun-
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dt·cd. On his own lot he first erected a small log
cabin, and setting bravely to work cleareq up his
land and made many improvements thereon, and
also erected a much larger house, also bf logs.
He continued to reside in the County of Huron
for twenty-nine years, at the end of that time
(1873) selling out and bringing his family tD the
County of Essex, where he located in Mersea
township. He bought a 100-acre tract on Lot 11,
Concession 11, built a frame house, and with the
help of his sons took up the work of clearing. lie
passed the remainder of his life upon that place,
carrying on general farming, and died there Feb.
20, 1894, at the age of seventy-six years. IIis
remains were interred in Ililliard 's burying
ground, in 1\fersea township. Like his father, Mr.
.-\nderson was a member of the Church of England, and in politics a stanch Conservative. lie
took no part in public affairs, preferring a quiet
life.
Mr. Atl<lerson was married in Longueuil, in
the electoral district of Chambly, Quebec, to
Elizabeth H owes, a native of that place and she
survives him, still living at the homestead. She
is now about seventy years of age. · Mrs. Anderson is a good, Christian woman, a faithful
member of the Methodist Church at Maple Grove,
and shared with her husband the trials and hardships of many years of pioneer life. This couple
had fifteen children born to them, namely: Robert, born Sept. 1854, a veterinary surgeon, residing at Comber, in the County of Essex, marr ied Jane Waite; Samuel Thomas, born Aug. 22,
1856, is mentioned farther on; Charles N., born
J an. 14, 1858, is a physician at Leamington;
Alexander, born May 25, 1859, is a traveling
salesman with r esidence at London, Ont., marr ied Ada Wigle, and has two children, Ethel and
Ada; James, born June 23, 1861, a carpenter,
lives with his mother on the old homestead; Arthur Russell, born March 27, 1863, is a bridge
foreman with the Grand Trunk railroad, at Durand, Michigan; Francis Leopold, born Aug. 28,
1865, is a machinist foreman with Sherwin &
Williams, paint manufacturers of Cleveland,
Ohio; D. William, born Feb. 26, 1867, is agent
for the Lake Erie & Detroit Railway Company,
at Leamington, Ont.; Laura Ann, born Jan. 25,
1869, is the wife of Allen J. Washburn, a farmer of Tilbury West township; Margaret Emma,
born Jan. 26, 1871, married Alfred Pendergast,
has one child Burrett, and r esides in Tilbury ;
Henry Huston, born May 10, 1873, died in 1894;
John Hooker, born March 31, 1875, married Ida
Washburn, has three children, Mildred, Gerald

9;

I:

~

I

'I

h
1:
~~

.
518

I

I!

Grant and James Clifford, and lives on the homestead; Frederick, born 1\fay· 31, 18i7, is operator
and station agent for the Northern Pacific Railway Company, at Poplar, Montana; and Bruce,
born 1\farch, 18i9, and Elizabeth, born in October, 1881, died in infancy.
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Samuel 'l'homas Anderson, whose name introduces this history, was born Aug. 22, 1856, in
Exeter, Stephen township, County of Huron,
Ont., on his father's farm. Up to the age of thirteen years he divided his time between attendance at the log school of the vicinity and work on
the home place. Then, leaving home, he began
his independent career as clerk at Lucan, County
of Middlesex, where he remained three years, the
first year receiving $25, the second $35, and the
third $50, besides a suit of clothes. Being ambitious, and desiring a better education than the
schools of his native place afforded, he had in
the meantime availed himself of the privilege
of a night school at Lucan, which he attended
during the three years of his stay there, paying
for tuition out of his meager wages. At the end
of that period he returned home, thence going
to Carsonville, Michigan, where he became bookkeeper and accountant for the firm of Carson &
Co., merchants and lumbermen, with whom he
remained three years. 'l'he year following he
spent on the farm with his father in Mersea
t ownship, and next went to Leamington, in the
County of Essex, where he was clerk in a general store for four and one-half years. Leav.ing
there he located in the township of Tilbury West,
where he bought a fifty-acre tract on Lot 8, Concession 11, built a frame house, cleared up the
land, and made many improvements on the place,
engaging in general farming there for six years.
Mr. Anderson then gave up farming and returned to clet·king, being engaged in a general
store at Comber for a year, until he embarked
on his own account in the grain and produce
business, as a wholesale buyer and shipper, buying grain, etc., and shipping to all points
in Canada. :Mr. Anderson made a distinct suc('.ess in this line, in which he continued until
•Tanuary, 1903. However, he did not devote all
his time and attention to this line of work, having engaged also as an auctioneer, etc.
As a
prosperous and progressive business man he has
become well known all over the county, and in
other sections of the Province, and his integrity
and honest methods have won him respect and
popularity wherever he has gone. Mr. Anderson ·
has made· his ·own success in life.
He early

showed his ability to overcome adverse circumstances, by his earnest efforts in boyhood to gain
a thorough education, and the same characteristic
has marked him in all his undertakings. In spite
of his many business cares he has found time to
give to the welfare and advancement of his community, and that his fellow-citizens have appreciated his efforts is shown in his repeated reelections to the office of township clerk, which,
as has been stat ed, he has held since 1891. Before the township was divided he served one term
in the same capacity in Tilbury West township.
Mr. Anderson was one of the incorporators of the
villa~e of Comber, and has served as village clerk
for seven years. 'l'hat he has displayed the same
traits in his discharge of his official duties that
brought him success in the conduct of his own
affairs is attested by his long retention in office.
He has the confidence of all classes. In political
sentiment he is a stanch Conservative, and he is
an active worker in the ranks of his party.
Mr. Anderson was married, Sept. 18, 1881, in
Tilbury West township, to :Miss Margaret R.
Wight, who was born at Ayr, in the County of
Waterloo, daughter of Andrew and Mary (Buchanan) Wight, the former of whom is deceased;
the mother is still living at Ayr. Three children
have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, namely: Beatrice attended the Comber high
school and the high school at Leamington, and is
now a student in the Model school at Windsor;
Roy C. attended the high school at Comber, and
is now studying at the Detroit Dental College;
1\Iary is at home.
The family unite with the
Presbyterian Church at Comber, and fraternally
Mr. Anderson is a member of the A.O.U.W.,
Lodge No. 34, at Comber. Despite his busy life
he is a man of quiet tastes, and happiest in his .
domestic circle.
HoWEs. The Howes family, to which Mr. Anderson belongs in maternal lines, came from De. v~:mshire, England, Samuel and Ann (Mizie)
Howes, l1is great-grandparents, were natives of
that shire, where he followed his trade of stonemason. Looking for wider opportunities for bet- .
tering his, financial condition, he embarked with
his wife and children, in a sailing vessel, bound
for the New World. Locating in Grenville, ·
County of Argenteuil, Quebec, be followed his .
trade, later removing to Winchester, where he
passed the remaind'er of his life, and died at the .
·age of ninety-two years. His wife attained the
age of ninety years, and, as did her husband, .
passed away in the faith of the Methodist ·
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Church. In politics he was a Conservative. Their
children were: Elizabeth; Nathaniel; Aaron, who
died in North Dakota; William, who died in
young manhood; Jemima; and Mary Ann.
Nathaniel Howes, son o£ Samuel, and grandfather of Samuel Thomas Anderson, grew up in
his native Devonshire, and there with his father
learned the trade of stonemason. Accompanying his parents to Quebec, he continued to work
at his trade, in connection, however, with bricklaying and plaster-making. He made his home
chiefly at Longneuil, .County of Dundas, Ont.,
and later at Winchester, where he died at the
age of seventy-six. H e was a member of the
:Methodist Church. In politics he was a Conservative. In Longueuil he married :Mary Ann Milner, dangbter of Thomas Milner, of England;
she died in Winchester at the age of seventy-five
years. Children as follows blessed this marriage:
· Elizabeth Ann, born Aug. 4, 1834, married
James Anderson, and resides in Mersea t ownship,
County of Essex; Melissa married a Crawford;
Adelia married Thomas Holmes, of Winchester;
Samuel Thomas lives in \Vinchester; Devota married John Sproule, and resides at Brandon ;
:Mary Ann married David Chr istie, of Winchestc.r; J cmima married 'Ibomas Christie.
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TIIO::\fAS BARNES, a prosperous farmer of
:Maidstone, Lot 19, Concession 8, County of Essex, was born in Portage County, Ohio, Jan. 5,
1843, son of Joseph and 1\fary (Notroan) Barnes,
natives of E ngland and Scotland, respectively.
They were married in Ohio, where they lived for
some years, coming to Canada in 1865, and
locating at Maidstone on a farm known as the
R obert Taylor farm. There the father died in
1889, and his wife in 1896. R eligiously they
were Methodists, and active workers in the
Church. They had six children: Joseph, born in
Ohio in 1840, is unmarried, imd lives in Maidstone; Thomas; Margaret, born in Ohio in 1846,
married J oseph J ones, now of Nile, Ont., formerly of 1\[aidstone, and they have a family: 1\fary
J ., born in Ohio in 1849, married William
Wylie, of Minnesota, late of Montana, and died
leaving a family: Walter, born in Ohio in 1852,
died in :Maidstone at the old home in 1889 ;
Sar ah, born in Ohio in 1855, married H amilton
Lawson of 1\faidstone, and has two daughters,
Violet and Mabel.
Thomas Barnes was educated in Ohio, and
after he came with his parents
Canada, he
worked at the carpenter trade f or some eight or
ten years. T.Jater he engaged in farming. I n
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June, 1877, he married Miss Martha W~lie, born
at Windsor, a daughter of John and l}{argaret
Wylie, who came from England and we\·e among
the early settlers of Windsor, where bOth died.
Mrs: Barnes was reared and educated at Windsor, where her father became quite prominent
as a shipbuilder. She was one of a family of
three children, the other two being : Margaret
married Alexander l\IcDowell, of Maidstone ;
William married :Mary J. Barnes, sister of our
subject, and moved to Colorado, where be died
in 1900, leaving his wife with the following
family: Lottie (of the State of Washington ) ;
1\[aggie (married and living in Minnesota) ; Mattie (~£the State of Washington); Ida and J essie (of :Minnesota) ; and Ellen (of the State of
Washington).
After their marriage 1\Ir. and 1\frs. Barnes
settled on their present farm, which he cleared
from brush, erecting a home and making all the
necessary improvement-;. He now owns 150
acres of his home farm, as well as his father's
homestead and another farm, so that his total
acreage amonnts to 400 acres in the County of
E ssex, and he also owns a farm in Ohio. .Mrs.
Barnes died in 1878, leaving one son, Thomas
E., born in August, 1877, still a resident of the
homestead. In 1888 Mr. Barnes married Miss
P riscilla Hagley, of Ohio, daughter of William
H agley, of that State. She died at the homestead
~n 1895, leaving one daughter, I da Rena, born
m 1889, now a student of the schools of Maidstone. Religiously 1\rr. Barnes, like both of his
wives, early became connected with the Methodist
Church, in which he has taken an active part,
and he was a popular Sunday School teacher for
many years. In politics he is one of the independent Yoters of the township.
1\Ir. Barnes is a self-made man, and is proud
of the fact that he owes his present prosperity
to his own unaided efforts. When he came to
this section of the countr y, the land was wild,
and every inch of the way had to be contested
with nature. By steady, untiring effort, good
management and thrifty habits, be has worked
his way forward, until now be stands among the
leading agriculturists of this portion of the
county.
OSCAR TEETER, 1\I.B., one of the prominent r esidents of Amherstburg, Ont., is a native
of Lincoln County, where his family was founded about 1808. · The Teeters are of German extraction, and the Doctor's great-grandfather was
tl1e first t o come to Ontario. lie was born in
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New Jersey, where his a.ncestot-s had settled
prior to the Revolutionary vVar, and married in
his native country; his wife lived to the advanced age of one hundred and three years. On
the journey from NC'w Jersey to Ontario on'e of
the family walked nearly all the way in order to ·
make room for the old wooden family clock,
which is now owned by the Doctor's uncle. Af·
ter settling in County Lincoln, :Mr. Teeter engaged in fat·ming, and resided tJ1ere until his
death. Among his children 'vas John, the Doctor's grandfather.
John Teeter was born in Ontario, and followed farming in County JJincoln. His wife,
Azubeth Terreberry, was also born in Ontario.
'l'hey died :firm in the faith of the :Methodist
Church, nnd in politics ~Ir. Teeter was a Conservative. To John Teeter and his wife were
born these children: William, Solomon and J ohn,
all of whom died young; Isaac, deceased; James;
Allen; Alfred; Walter and Robert.
Robert Teeter, the Doctor's father , was born
in County Lincoln in 1837, and for thirty-five
years was in the employ of John H. Grant, but
is now living retired, enjoying the fruits of a
life of hard labor. Both he and his wife 'were
consistent members of the Methodist Church,
and he was a Reformer in politics. In 1865 he
married Victoria Alexandrine K emp, who was
born in Ontario, daughter .o f Robert and Mar-·
garet (Vrooman) Kemp, the latter a granddaughter of Col. Vrooman, of Butler's Rangers;
the Vroomans were early settlers of Queenston,
Oat. Robert Kemp, the Doctor's maternal grandfather, was a son of a soldier in the English
army, and the family has inherited the martial
spiri t which has come down to them on both
sides.
Dr. Oscar Teeter is the only child of his parents, and he was born at Grimsby, Ont., March
23, 1867. His literary education was obtained ·
in the public and high schools of his native town,
and he subsequently entered the medical department of the Toronto University, from which institution he was graduated· in 1891 with the degree of M.B. In the spring of 1893 Dr. Teeter
located in Walkerville, where he resided for a
short time, and in JulY. o~ the same year he
formed a p artnership with Dr. F. F. Bell, of
Amherstburg, which continued until 1897, when
he purchased the interest of the oth er member
of the :firm, as well as his town residence. H e has
since practiced alone. Since locating in Amh erstburg D r. Teeter has been very successful,
not on)y. in his professional, but also political

life, he having been elected to tho council,
and he was honored with the office of mayor
of the city in 1901, and he has proven himS'e lf a
very efficient public official.
Jn 1897 Dr. Teeter marded Miss Hilda J.
Caldwell, daughter of Capt. William Caldwell,
of Amherstburg, and one d aughter has been
born to them, Margaret Victoria Ann Yvonne.
Fraternally Dr. Teeter is a member of the A.O.
U.W. and the Chosen Friends. 'l'he Doctor has
made ·many friends since selecting AmherstbUl·g
as his home.
DUl\CAN 1\IcLACIILAN.
The Canada
Business College, of Chatham, of which 1\Ir. :McLachlan is the president, is one of the many leading factors contributing to the best interests of
that city. An institution, the prime object of
which is to prepare young men and women for
successful business positions, brings a large revenue into the city, and is an enterprise whose good
work will live after its noble f ounder has passed
away. This educational institution was founded
in 1876, by Duncan :McLachlan, and was opened
for business Nov. 30, of that year, with the enrolment of one pupil, Alexander McLachlan, a
brother of the president. This first pupil is now
the president of the I nternational College, at
Smyrna, Turkey. From that humble beginning,
over a quarter of a century ago, the number of
pupils has increased to over 300, according to the
statement for t he year ending 1900. The facul~
ty has grown from one member, in 1876, to
eleven, six of whom are regular teachers, three
assistants and two lecturers. This is the only
business college in Canada which has continued
for twenty-seven years under the same management, and it is a matter of note that pupils of
Mr. McLachlan are at the head of great colleges
all over Canada and the United States. Among
those in Canada may be mentioned: James Westervelt, principal of the Forest City Business College, ·at London, Ont.; R. E. Gallagher, at t he
head of the· Canada· Business College, at Hamilto'n, Ont.; W. H. Shaw, of the Central Business
College, of Toronto; W. J. Elliott, of the Central
Business College, at Str atford; and H. '1'. Gough,
of St. Thomas Business College. For the year
ending in June prior to the receiving of this information, the institution had enrolled pupils
from 138 cities, t owns and hamlets; from six ·
States in the United States; from Newfoundland; from thirty counties and districts of Ontario; and its graduates are to be found all over
the world.
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Tl1e life history of the man through whose College, H a milton, and in 1873 became a partner
efforts this college has r eached its present high in the institution, this partnership continuing
dt•gree of u sefulness is both interesting and in- until 1879. In the meantime, in 1876, he had
structive. 1\Ir. McLachlan is a native of the founded the Canada Business College, at ChatCounty of W ellington, Ont., of Scottish ances- ham, which he h as personally conducted ever
try, a son of l\1ulcolm and Christine (:McDon- since.
In 18!)1 l\fr. McLachlan was united in marald) !\IclJachlan, and a grandson of Daniel and
riage
with Emma Hall, the one daughter of this
:\Iary (McDonald) McLachlan. Daniel McLach·lan was born in Scotland about 1783, and mar- union being J can Christine. Mrs. :\IcLacblan
ried Mary McDonald, also a native of Scotland. died in 189-!, and in 1897 he married Miss J ennie
They were among the very eal'ly settlers in the Eldet·, by whom he had two children, Louise A.
County of P eel, Ont., where they eogngell in and Kenneth Duncan. Religiously he is a Presfarming, and r eared the following children: byterian. Politically he is a Reformer, and soCharles, :Malcolm, John, Daniel, Lachlan and cially a member of Barton Lodge, Xo. 6, A.F. &
Alexander, all deceased; Clemina, the wife of .A.:\I., of H amilton, Ontario.
Alexander McLachlan, the Canadian poet; 1\Iary,
HILLIER. The Hillier family, now repredeceased, the wife of Daniell\Jcl\Iillan, and Nan- sented in l\fersea township, County of Essex, by
cy, the widow of Neil Brown.
,James Hillier and his son, Thomns Hillier, has
Of this family, Malcolm McLachlan, the fa- been located in this section for over sixty years,
ther of Duncan, was born in Johnstone in 1814, and has taken a high place among the substantial
and was five years of age when his parents residents of this now prosperous r egion. By inbrought him to Ontario. Ilis first marriage was dustry and good management they have sucto Jane Kirkwood, and the following children ceeded in their farming operations and become
were born to this union: Daniel, of Victoria, B. large landowners, and in point of means and inC.; William, of Seattle, Washington; Robert, of telligence they rank with the best people of the
Orcas I sland; Margaret, deceased; and Mary, county.
deceased. 'fhe second marriage of Mr. !\lcLachThe IIilliers are of English descent, and the
lan was to Christine McDonald, daughter of Dun- home of the family for many years was in Somercan and Catherine 1\icDonald, and the children setshire, England, where James Hillier, the
born to this union were: Duncan; J ohn, who is grandfather of James, just mentioned, was born,
a deputy sheriff at Ottawa; Alexande r, who is and where he lived and died. Teaming was his
principal of the International College at Smyr- principal occupation throughout life. He was a
na, Turkey; Charles, a physician in New Rock- member of the Church of England. His son,
ford, North Dakota, vice-presideD;t of the bank also named James, was also born in Somersetof New Rockford, and ex-member of the State shire, grew to manhood at his birthplace, and
Legislature; :Malcolm, who is president of the there married Susanna Ryall, a n ative of the
McLachlan Business University at Grarid Rapids, same county. She was a daughter of Jonathan
Michigan; and J ames, who is manager of an Ryall, and a sister of Charles Ryall, who came to
elevator at New Rockford, North Dalwta.
Canada and settled in Gosfield township, County
President McLachlan was born Sept. 19, 1852, of Essex. In England Mr. Hillier was engaged
in the township of Erin, County of Wellington, in trading, dealing in cheese and other commodiOnt., where he was reared and where he at- ties, and made trips by wagon to London and
tended the public schools and later took a course other cities to dispose of his product. Feeling
in the Roclnvood Academy. IIis educational · that he could better his circumstances in the Ne'v
work began early, for he was still a young man World, he came with his family to America in
when made principal of the public school at Glen 1835, making the ocean voyage in a full-rigged
Williams, where he remained one year. At the \Vest Indian merchantman, the '' Cosmore, ''
conclusion of this service President McLachlan which sailed from Bristol. They landed in New
entered upon his career as a student in the Brit- York after a voyage of forty-five days, and their
ish American Business College at Toronto, where destination being Ohio they continued their jourhe graduated in 1872, thoroughly qualified in ney up the Hudson River to Albany, and thence
every detail of this line of educational work In by canal t o Buffalo. There they embarked on a
September, 1872, he accepted the position of in- sailing vessel for Sandusky, Ohio, where they
structor in penmanship in the Canada Business located, Mr. . Ilillier soon finding employment.
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After two years' residence in Ohio, Mr. Hillier Susanna, who is the wife of William Reid, and
decided to follow his brother-in-law, Charles lives in the State of Arkansas; 1\Iary, who mar·
Ryall, to Canada, where prospects seemed bright ried Eugene McCarthy, and resides in Massachu.
for settlers, and the family removed in the setts; and Jane, who married Thomas Armspring of 1837. They lived for a short .time with strong, and resides in Leamington, Ontario.
JAMES HILLIER, third in the family of J ames
1\fr. Ryall, and then Mr. Hillier purchased a
tract of 100 acres in :Mersea township, on Lot 3, and Susanna (Ryall) Hillier, was born in SomerConcession 10, which was in its primitive condi- sctshire, England, Oct. 15, 1827, and while he
tion, like all the surrounding country, wild was in his native land attended school. As he
beasts roaming through the forests. 'l'here were was only in his eighth year \Vhen the family left
neither roads nor bridges to aid the travellers England, and as there were no schools in the
through this wilderness, and it was difficult for new country in which they settled, his schooling
the settlers to get flour and other provisions, was limited, and his real education has been obwhich had to be brought some distance. M:r. Hil- tained in the broad school of experience, by ob.lier put up a little log cabin, into which the servation and contact with practical things. He
family movt>d, miles from the nearest neighbors, was reared to manhood on the pioneer farm, and
and these pioneers suffered many other depriva- remained at home until after the death of his
tions besides those of society during the early father, when he received fifty acres of land as
days. 'rhere were no schools and no churches; his portion of the estate, the place on which he
there w<>rc no improved farming implements to is now residing. He cleared this tract and put
aid the fal·met in clearing his land for cultiva- it under excellent cultivation, in time making
tion, Ot' in maldng the work of cultivation itself many improvements, erecting a brick house and
any easier; there were none of the many advan- good farm buildings, and otherwise adding
tages within reach in a civilized community. greatly to its value. In addition to general farmBut these early settlers struggled on bravely, ing he engaged in stock raising and peach growand in time saw the dawn of prosperity, for such ing, having 2,000 peach trees and 200 apple
hard work was bound to bring its reward. Acre trees, and did very well in every line, acquiring ·
after acre wa.s cleared, and year by year the soil other property until now he and his son own 274
yielded better, until the farm was quite valuable, acres, 100 of which they rent t o other parties for
and :Mr. Hillier could feel that he had indeed cultivation. Mr. Hillier has always been resucceeded in carving out a comfortable home for garded as one of the most intelligent and up-tohis family. lie was also able to purchase other date agriculturists of his locality, and he has
land, at the time of his death owning 400 acres done much to advance farming interests in this
in Mcrsea township, which he divided among his section by his advocacy of improved methods and
·
childr('n. But he did not live long to enjoy the systematic work.
Mr. Hillier cared for his widowed mother
benefits he had reaped, his death occurring in
until her death, and after that event he married,
1851, when he was sixty years old.
M:r. Hillier was always a stanch Conserva- on Nov. 26, 1862, Miss Lydia. Ann Squires, who
tive, and he aided the Government in the Rebel- was born in Long I sland, New York, daughter
lion of 1837-38, being one of the volunteers sta- of 'rhomas Squires; :Mr. Squires hauled the iron
tioned at t he old Sandwich jail, which was used for the first railroad built in that section. Four
as a fort at that time. H e served under Capt. children blessed this union, namely: Thomas;
Fox, of Gosfield. In religion he clung to the Susanna, wife of J ohn S. Cowan, a farmer of the
faith of his forefathers, being a member of the · township of Tilbury East, in the County of
Church of England. His devoted wife followed Kent; Charles, who died young; and Elizabeth,
him to the grave in 1861, at the age of sixty-one who died when seven years old. The mother
years, and both rest in the cemetery at Albuna, passed away in 1877, and was laid .to rest in the
which is located in the 9th Concession, Mersea cemetery at AlbtJ.na. She was an earnest Chl'istownship. They were the parents of eight chil- tian woman, devoted to her family and home
dren, as follows: Susanna, who died young, in interests, and a devout member of the Metho-.
$omersetshire, England; Charles, who died dist Church. :Mr. Hillier belongs to no church,
young; James; George, who was postmaster at but he believes in the principles of Christianity
Albuna for twenty yeat·s,. and died April 19, and takes the Golden Rule for his guide in .his
1903, in Mersea township; Jonathan, a farmer relations with his fellowmen. His life has been
-of Mersea township, where he died, May 7, 1904; one of exemplary industry and integrity, and
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he is now enjoying the fruits of his labors, having r etired from arduous work, though he is
quite active for a man long past tht·eescore and
t en. H is entire attention was given to his business affairs, and he never mixed in public
matters in any \vay; though he has always been
a stanch supporter of t he Conservative p arty.
He makes his home with his son, and surrounded
as he is by a contented family and all the comforts of life, he is passing the evening of his
days in serene enjoyment of the many blessings
his industry has won. He has witnessed a wondrous change in the locality which h as been his
home from boyhood, and has the sat isfaction of
knowing that he did his share in effecting the
transformation.
TuoMAS HILLIER, son of James, ,.,· as born
April 1, 1861, on the old homestead, and received
such advantages as the schools of the locality afforded, part of the t ime attending a subscript ion school, which later became a common school.
He grew to manhood at his birthplace, and has
always made farming his occupation, assisting
hi"s father from early boyhood. In addition to
general crops he has branched out in to fruit .
growing, in 1895 planting fifteen acres in peach
trees, and he now has 2,000 peach trees bearing,
besides other fruit. During the great frost o,f
1898 he only lost 160 trees. :Mr. Hillier is a
man of ent erprise and progressive ideas, which
h e backs with well-directed industry, and the
result is that he is one of the most successful
farmers in his section. He is man of temperate
habits, one who does his full duty in every relation of life and is · consequently held in the
highest esteem by all who know him. He is interested in everything connected with his work,
and is an active member of the 1\Iersca Township
Agricultural Society and the L eamington Fruit
Growers ' Association. Like his father he is a
Conservative in politics . and his religion is the
Golden Rule.
I n 1892 Mr. Hillier was married, in Leamingt on, to 1\Iiss Alwilda 1\Ieston, who was born in
Mersea t ownship in August , 1866, daughter of
Robert and Mary (McDonald) 1\Ieston, the
former of whom died in July, 1903, in 1\fersea
township, where the mother is still living on the
home farm. Mr. and Mrs. Hillier h ave had five
childl·en: Florence and Earl, twins, the latter
dying when nine months old; Alwilda ; Mary
Elizabeth, and 1\faude. ·
ZACHARIUS WIGLE, an enter prising fruit
farmer of the fourth 'generation to occupy the
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farm he now owns, is one of the leading; men of
this locality, and a member of an old ahd longestablished family.
Cyrus Wigle, the father of Zacharius, was
born on the present farm, July 28, 1844. At'
the age of t wenty-one years he began farming
the homestead property, Lot 10, Concession 3,
he having r eceived as his portion the west 100
acres, of which about seventy-five acres were
cleared. He completed the work of clearing, and
for years carried on the home fa rm.
Some
twelve years ago he invested in a fruit farm on
the eastern coast of F lorida, and since then has
spent his winters in that genial clime.
Politically he is a Conservative, and as a member
of the Ruthven Methodist Church has been actiYe, serving as an official and on val'ious important committees.
On Sept. 7, 186-!, Cyrus Wigle ma t·ried
Louisa J ., daughter of :Matthew l\IcCormick, of
Colchester, and she died March 7, 1893, aged
forty-six: years. The children born to )fr. and
:\Irs. Cyrus Wigle were: Arizona, who married
'l'homas Preston, science master of the Perth
high school, and has on e son, Thomas Frederick ;
Zacharius; and Alberta 1\Iay died in 1868, aged
nine months.
·
Zacha rius Wigle, the second child and only
son, was born in the log house that so long stood
on the place, Aug. 31, 1866. lie now o"·ns the
fm·m on which he and his father were born, and
which was iu turn owned by his grandfather
.John Wigle, and great-gra ndfather Wendel
Wigle. lie is an enterprising young fal'mcr, engaging in stock raising and general farming, and
he has some twenty-five acres devoted t o a peach
orchard. His ventmes have all prospered. In
politics he is a ConservatiYe. H e is a member
a nd trustee of the Ruthven 1\Iethodist Chmch.
Frat ernally he is a member of the I .O.O.F., Encampment and Rebekah of Ruthven, and of the
Royal Templars.
:Mr. Wigle has been twice married. Oti 1\Iay
18, 1892, he was marr ied to E lla .May Wigle, who
died in 1900, leaving the following children : Arnold G., born June 11, 1893; Gerald B., hom
March 31, 1895; H elena May, born July 10,
1898; Cecil Leonard , born Feb. 10, 1900. died
A11g. 20, 1900. On F eb. 19, 1902, 1\Ir. Wigle was
married to Miss Sarah Louisa Hughson, a member of one of the pioneer families of Raleigh
township, County of Kent, and a most charming
young lady. On March 17, 1903, Frances Grace
was born of this marriage.
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.:'llr. Wigle is one of the pt·ospct·ous young
fal'lncrs of this locality, and he and his delightful wife are very prominent socially. 'l'hcy take
an active part i n church afl'airs, and lend their
influence to all matters looking toward a betterment of the community at large.
?.IO).JTRBl'ITJ. In the Evening Record,
F eb. 22, 1902, there appeared the following:
"Fifty years ago to-morrow at the old Assnmption Church at Sandwich TJHc IvTontreuil,
of Walkerville, led blushing 'l'heresa Mat·ie
Roberge to the altar, and on Monday the golden
wedding will be celebrated at the spacious Montrcnil home on Sandwich Street, Walkerville.
''There are but few persons living in this sect ion of the country who do not know the happy

old couple, whose lives have been passed in this
vicinity, and whose kindly acts have lightened
the burdens of many suffering people.
''The history of the .Jiontrenil family is a
long one and dates back to the landing of the
French 11pon the northern hemisphere. I..~ue
l\Iontreuil is a descendant of the Descomptes
I..~abaclie family, a family whose numerous
descendants to-day are scattered throughout Canada and every part of the United States. Many
of them to this day proudly reserve theit· rank
and prominence. Mr. Montreuil's mother was
Isabella I..~abadie, of this prominent family, his
father was St. Luc Montreuil. He who now celebrates his golden wedding was hom on March
20, 1830, in the township of Sandwich East,
upon the same farm where he now resides.

"1-fr. l\Iontreuil always took a prominent part
in all matters pertaining to the public welfare
of his countr~·. In 1861 he was elected deputy
reeve of the township of Sandwich East, which
at that time comprised t he now township of
Sandwich South, the town of \Vnlkervillc an<l
the present township of Sandwich East. In 1862
he was elected reeve of his township, and remained as its chief magistrate until 1875, with
the exception of 1867. In 1887 he was again
elected reeve for another year, but as his busincsR demanded all of his attention, he then decided to retit·e. In 1898 the many petitions from
his numerous political admiret·s were so very
nrging that he gave way to their r equests, and
was again elected, and also in the following year.
"In his 69th year of age, and, feeling that he

had fulfilled his obligations in every sense of
the word to his country, he asked his fellowmen as a favor to allow him to retire from public
life.
")fr. Montreuil did not only hold office as
stated above, but was a member of the county
council for twelve years and was elected warden
in 1875. In politics he was always a stanch Reformer, and once contested the north riding of
Essex. lie was honored with the presidentship
of the H.cform .Association for the period of
twenty years.
"Mrs. Montreuil (Marie Roberge) is known
as the 'Sister of Mercy' of Walkerville, on account of her unselfish devotion and charitable
d<'cds. She was born in Windsor on Aug. 1,
1831. Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
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:Montreuil, eight of whom are living. They arc:
Alex., Charles, .Albert '1'. (customs officer), Victor D., and William (deceased), Elizabeth,
1\·f atilda (Mrs. Sellick, Detroit), Felice (Mrs.
Jos. Girardot, Detroit), and Cecil.
"Mr. and Mrs. Montreuil will attend Our
Lady of the Lake St. Clair Church l\Tonday
morning at 8.30 o'clock, where there will be a
musical mass and repetition of marital vows.
On Sunday the old couple will be tendered a
r eception at the ·walkerville convent. On Monday a reception will be given at the family residence from 4 until l 0 o'clock p.m."
On Feb. 25, 1902, the Evening R ecord says:
".As mentioned in our columns yesterday, the
celebration of the Montreuil golden wedding commenced on Monday morning with a high mass
at the church of Our Lady of Lake St.Clair, at
which several fine musical selections were rendered.
"The attendance wa.c; large, many r elatives
and friends of Mr. and Mrs. Luc Montreuil from
Detroit and elsewhere attending.
"At the reception, held at their r esidence
from 7 to 10 o'clock, there was a happy re-union.
The venerable couple were surrounded by their
children and grandchildren, and many relatives
from Detroit, Chatham and neighboring places.
Their old friends from Walkerville and Sandwich gathered in large numbers to offer their
congratulations. The house was beautifully
decorated for the occasion and Ruthven's orchestra discoursed sweet music.
"Notwithstanding t he injunction on the cards
of invitation to the reception that 'presents were
not acceptable, ' there were many handsome 'reminders' from the immediate relatives of the
happy couple and a few from outside fri ends.
"Mr. W. ~- P erkins, of Windsor, read an
address of congratulation and good wishes to
Mr. and Mrs. Montreuil, which had been signed
during the evening by those present. Mr. Francis Cleary followed with an interesting account
of Mr. Montreuil's ancestors. From the will of
Antoine Descompte Labadie, of which Mr. Cleary
had a copy, many interesting items were obtained. The will, which is dated 26th May, 1806,
describes the t estator as 'being infirm and far
advanced in y ears, but, thank God, being sound
in memory, and understanding and fearing t o
be surprised by death before I had settled my
~eroperal affairs, will ordain,' etc.
·
"From other sources of information 1\Ir.
Cleary stated that Antoine Descompte TJabadie's
father was Pierre Labadie, born at La Rochelle,
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France, in 1702, who married Angelique De Lace1le in 1727. From this marriage wa~lborn :Mr. .'
:Montreuil's grandfather, the aforesai~ An wine
Descompte Labadie, in 1744, who married Angelique Campeau, by whom he bad seven children. His second wife was a daughter of a chief
of the Sioux tribe and his third wife Charlotte
Barthe, whom he married in 1784, and who died
in 1849 at Detroit, aged eighty-six years. By
this marriage he had issue nine children, one of
wnom, Elizabeth, was the mother of l\lr. )[ontreuil.
''The testator aforesaid was a \Vealthy man,
owning several farms, upon which the town of
Walkerville now stands, and also a large amount
of chattel property. One clause in the will goes
to sho'v that slavery existed in this part of the
British possessions some years after it had been
abolished by the first Parliament of Canada. The
clause is: 'I give and bequeath to Charlotte, my
w1 ce, the use or service of two slaves that she
may select, as long as she continues to be a
,
widow. '
.
''In another part of the will be directs certain p ersonal property as well as his slaves, with
the exception of the two before mentioned, to be
sold and the proceeds to be equally divided between his wife and nine children born of their
marriage. It would .be interesting to know what
became of these slaves. No doubt they obtained
their freedom. "
BRUNER. The name of Bruner, long known
in the County of Essex, is worthily borne
in the present generation by Amon aud
Wellington Bruner, sons of Thomas Brpner, two
of the most enterprising farmers of the township
of Gosfield South.
Henry Bruner, their grandfather, was born
Oct. 30, 1785, in Pennsylvania, where he married, Jan. 3, 1809, Elizabeth Ulch, born Oct. 10,
1791. They had children as follows: 1\fary, born
Oct. 30, 1809, married Frederick Lebeau, and
lived in l\1ersca township; Barbara, born Sept.
3, 1811, married Samuel Fox, and died aged
eighty-three years; Judy, born .Aug. 20, 1813,
married John Duhurst, and died in Illinois;
Adam, born Sept. 7, 1815, married :U. Lebeau,
and died in 1900, she still surviving with sons
in 1\fersea; Jacob, born March 22, 1817, married
Eliza Howe, and r emoved to Illinois; Peter,
born Aug. 2, 1819, married Jane Upcott; Ruth,
born Oct. 30, 1821, married J ohn Battersall, of
Mersea township; Peggy, born Jan. 26, 1824,
married Henry Ramsey, lived first in Illinois,
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but died in Anderdon, County of Essex:; Sus- died aged twenty-seven years, leaving these chi}.
anna, born July 24, 1826, married Gabriel Bus- dren: Bertha, born Feb. 19, 1882, married Russey, of Anderdon, and is the only one of that sell Rodgers, and has 1\.\'0 children, Pearl and
generation living; and Thomas, born Oct. 18, Amon Glen; Wilhelmina, born May 19, 1884,
married Frederick Duhurst; li'rederick Earl,
1829.
Thomas Bruner, the youngest of the family, born Sept. 7, 1887. Mr. Bruner was married
(second ) to Phebe .Ann Reed, of Mersea, and
was born in the log house on the present J . S.
Bruner farm, where he grew to manhood. At the they have four children, as follows: Howard A.,
age of twenty-three his father gave him the north born April 16, 1896; Hazel May, born May 7,
hat.r of Lot 8, and later he purchased the north 1898; J essie Gladys, born Sept. 27, 1899; and
half of Lot 7, thus acquiring 200 acres in one Garnet Reed, born Nov. 2, 1902.
block lie immediately settled on his holdings,
Mr. Bruner is an extensive farmer, and everyclearing en()ugh space ()n which to erect a frame thing about his place gives evidence of thrift
house, and so substantially was this built that it and care. He follows general farming and also
stands to-day still in' a good state of preservation, pays considerable attention to the growing of
although it has not, for years, been used as a fruit and tobacco. The old stone house is someplace of residence. In 1863 he built the fine thing of a landmark here, as it is of such substone house that it would seem time could not stantial construction, its walls two feet in thickaffect, and close by each other now stand the ness making it almost a fortress should such a
honses of the past and of the present, typifying building ever be needed in these peaceful vales.
the great progress made as the years passed. The In politics he is a Reformer. He belongs to the
father lived to be gratified with seeing all his Methodist Church, where he is . liberal in his
land clea red np, and for years he was actively support.
engaged in cultivating it, meeting with great . ,VELLINGT0::::-1 BRUNER, the youngest of the
success. H e owned other farms, one of eighty 'fhomas Bruner f amily, was born F eb. 14, 1867,
and one of sixty acres, and also considerable in the stone house mentioned, and tbere grew to
property in Kingsville. For thirteen years prior manhood, receiving the best educational advant o h is death he resided at Kingsville, passing tages afforded by the local schools. His first in.
away March 6, 1900, and he was laid to 1·est 'at dependent employment was as a clerk at RuthOlinda. In politics he was a Reformer. For ven, but he soon began farming, and later came
many years he 1\as a constant attendant and a into possession of the ' vestern part of the home
consistent member of the 1\Iethodist Church. He farm located on Lot 7, and there he has carried
married l\aomi Toffiemire, born Dec. 18, 1833, on mixed husbandry ever since.
daughter of Henry and Catherine (Quick) 'fofIn Gosfield township Mr. Bruner married
flemire, and they had children' as follows: Philo- Beatrice Harrington, daughter of J ason Harmen, died at the age of t\venty-one months; Wil- rington, who was a native of Boston, Massachuhelmina died aged three years; H eman married setts, and to this union have been born : Melville
Caroline Bennett, has four children, and lives . D., born Oct. 25, 1893; Lillian Dorene, born
in Kingsville; Heenan married Alice Du- .April 25, 1897; Mahlon K., born May 4, 1899;
hurst, and lives in Gosfield North; Amon; and Golden W., born March 9, 1903. In poliAdelia married J oseph Wright, of Gosfield North, tics, Mr. Bruner, like his brother, is identified
had n ine children, and died aged thirty-eight with the Reform party. In religious belief he
years ; Cecelia died aged ten years; Ella died is a Methodist. Both are men of sterling worth
aged nine months; and Wellington.
and' integrity of char acter, esteemed through the
AliiON . BRUNER was born Sept. 24, 1858, in township and r egarded as r epresentative citizens.
t he frame house first erected by his father on his
HARRINGTON. J ason H arrington was born
farm of wild land, and was still small when the
. family moved into the stone house which he now in New England of old Colonial stock, and came
occupies. At the time of his marriage he located to Canada in young manhood. Settling in Goson the north side of the farm, built a dwelling field township, County of Essex, he married into
and barns, and lived there five years, r eturning the Wigle f amily, one of the most prominent ones
then to the homestead which he has occupied of this section, choosin~ for his bride Louisa
ever since.
Wigle, dau~hter of W endle and Margaret (ComOn Nov. 16, 1880, Mr. Bruner married (first) merford ) Wigle, and granddaughter of J oseph
Jane Peterson, daughter of John P eterson, ~ho anu Euphemia (Miller) Wigle, very old pioneer
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settlers. To Jason Hanington and wife were
horn the following children: .Arthur; Elmer;
Lilly, who died aged seven years; and Beatrice,
wife of Wellington Bruner. This family through
marriage is connected with many of the leading
families of this part of the County of Essex, all
being of that .fiue grade. of citizenship which contributes to the intellect\tal and financial supremacy of a community.
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WILLLUI WALLACE, one of the leading
pioneer farmet•s of the township of ~Iaidstone,
Lot 1, Lake Shore Front, was born on Christmas
Day, 1836, in Windsor, Ont., son of Alexander
and Jane (Dickson) Wallace, early settlers of
1\faidstone, the former born in Fifeshire, Scotland, in 1800, and his wife in 1806.
Alexander W"allace came to Qnebec in young
manhood, and in that city met his future wife,
whose people had come to Toronto as early as
1831. 1\Ir. Wallace followed his trade of carpenter and joiner until 1834, when he came to
Windsor, continuing at his trade several years
longer, and then purchased the present home,
situated on r,ake St. Clair, in the township of
Maidstone. 'fhere he settled as a pioneer farmer, in 1838, immediately beginning his work of
clearing up a farm from the wild bush land.
With the assistance of his sons, he cleared 100
acres, later erecting a fine home, barns and outbuildings, making it one of the bt>st country
homes in the vicinity. His wife died in 1841,
leaving three children, whom he reared to matnrity, and in return received filial cart>. He
died at the old home in 1876. Both he and his
wife were good Christian people, and were
among the founders of the Presbyterian Church
in this locality. In politics a Reformer, he never
aspired to office, but on account of the reliability
of his character he was considered a man whose
opinion was always worth consulting, and \Vhose
judgment would be just and sensible. He served
as school trustee for many years.
The eldest of the children was Alexander,
who was born at Toronto, in 1833. In young
manhood he moved to Michigan, and at Grand
Haven he married and resided until the outbreak of the American war in 1861, when
he enlisted in a Michigan regiment, and died
from a wound received at Spottsylvania, leaving his· widow with two children, Charles and
William, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Elizabeth,
the third child, was born at the present home in
.1839, and is now the wife of George Harvey, who
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resides at Grand · Haven, l\Iichigan, and is engaged in lumbering; they have a large lfamily.
William Wallace, our subject, was the second
son of the family. He grew up on the farm, and
bore his part in clearing up the land and putting
it into cultivation. Later he went to Detroit,
and there was engaged in a sawmill for a number of years, but in 1872 he returned to ~laid
stone, and p urchased the homestead from his
father, in preparation for his marriage, which
took place in the same year to :Miss Elizabeth
Thompson, born March 24, 1848, at Glasgow,
Scotland, daughter of John and Sarah (Kirkwood) Thompson, both of whom died in Scotland, the father in 1883, the mother when Mrs.
Wallace was a girl. They had three children,
John, Agnes and Elizabeth, the two former of
whom went to Australia, and both died there
some years ago. 1\frs. Wallace was educated in
Scotland, and was sixteen years old when she
came to Canada.
A family of five children has been born to
1\fr. and 1\lrs. Wallace, namely: (1) Malcolm W.,
born in 1873, received his early education in the
Windsor schools, and later entt>red Toronto University, where he was graduated in 1896, and received a fellowship from the Chicago University, where he was graduated in 1899. In the
same y('ar he was proffered a professorship at
Deloit College, Wisconsin, which he accepted,
and is considered one of the most brilliant young
cclucators in that State. In 1902 he married
1\riss May Pitkin, a member of a very prominent
family of Chicago. (2) Albert Wallace, born in
1875, is a graduate of the Chatham Business College, and is a bookkeeper with a Windsor firm.
(3) William J., horn Oct. 24, 1881, is at home.
(4) 1\fargaret, born Oct. 24, 1886, is a student
of the Windsor schools, in the collegiate course.
(5) Stanley was born Nov. 24, 1889.
1\fr. and 1\frs. Wallace have resided on the
old homestead ever since their marriage, and
they have developed it into one of the ideal country homes of the county. Mr. Wallace has taken
pleasure and pride in making substantial improvements, and on every side may be noted the
goo.l taste and liberal use of large means in attaining desired ends. In addition to tlus admirahl<> old home, Mr." Wallace owns 140 acres of
land in 1\faidstone, which is constantly increasing in vnlue. The great t ide of emigration which
has set in toward Canada in the· past few years
has made old residents value still more highly
the valuable tracts secured by the early pioneers.
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1\Ir. Wallace, wife and family all belong to
the Presbyteri~n Church, where he has long been
a member of the board of managers. He bas always been identified ·with the Reform party, but
has never accepted public office, ·w ith the exception of the position of school trustee, being a
member of the Maidstone board for the past
thirty years. He is a man of the highest type of
character, and has reared a family which justifies the pride the locality feels in it, and which
has ahvays taken a prominent social position.
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FOX. 'rhe records of the Fox family form
an important part of the early history of this
neighborhood, and begin with the founder, a
sturdy, upright German, who brought with him
the thrifty habits and sterling character which
have ever characterized natives of the Fatherland.
In 1772 Philip Fox came to America from
his birthplace, Baden, Germany, where he had
married Catherine Lamer. 'l'hey settled in the
same year at Baltimore, Maryland, remaining
for several years, and then moved to P ennsylvania, during their residence in which State several children were born. A number of neighbors
then banded together to locate farther north, and
in the company were John Wendel Wigle and
Philip Fox, with their families. Their first objective point was Detroit, and they moved in a
leisurely manner, carrying their belongings on
pack horses, and driving their cattle before them.
.At one time they all lived on Grosse lie. In
1791 Philip Fox r emoved to a farm six miles below Windsor, near Petite Cote, but in 1794 he
was fortunate enough to draw Lot 10, on the
lake shore in Gosfield, and removed thither.
There both he and his wife passed the remainder
of their lives, and their remains r est on the W eslt>y Wigle farrri, in a private burying-ground.
Th(>y had eight sons and two daughters born to
them, as follows: Jonas, who settled on Lot 9;
Philip, who settled on Lot 2, 5th Concession,
:Uersea, and married 1\fiss Snyder; Margaret;
Judith ; 1\lichael, who settled on Lot 250, Talbot
Road West; George, wbo settled on Lot 22, Concession 4; Henry, father of Adam Fox, who settled on Lot 21, Concession 4; Adam, who settled
on Lot 22, Concession 5 ; Jacob, father of William C. Fox, and grandfather of our snbject (he
settled on Lot 22, Concession 6); and John, who
settled on Lot 20, Concession 5. ·
George Fox, the ancestor of many of the
name, was born April 18, 1781, in Pennsylvania,

and came with his pat·ents to Gosfielu, Oct. 16,
1804:. He was drowned Nov. 1, 1838. lie married Julianna Wigle, and bad the following family: 1\Iichael G. was born J an. 1, 1806; Elizabeth,
born Sept. 20, 1807, married (first) A. Fisher,
a.nd (second) Charles Watson; Mary, born Aug.
15, 1809, died at the age o£ seventy-seven years
(she was stricken blind ) ; Catherine, hom Oct. 10,
1811, died July 12, 1826; John, · born Feb. 4,
1814, married into the Scrat ch family, and died
in the County of Kent; Theodore, born Feb. 5,
1816, married Matilda Fox; Joseph, born July
20, 1818, died at Port Stanley; Henry, born
:March 15, 1821, married Margaret Scott; Jane,
born 1\:Iay 15, 1823, married Reuben Bruner;
Caroline, born 1\fay 10, 1827, married William
La 1\Iarsh; Robert, born Nov. 28, 1830, lives on
l'elee I sland; Harriet, born 1\fay 8, 1833, died
:May 28, 1853. This family is scattered all over
the county, and many of its members may be
found in the States. It ·has contributed many
members to various legislative bodies, and has,
on many occasions, performed deeds reflecting
honor. It is a particularly representative family of Gosfield township.
Jacob I~'ox, the grandfather of Gordon P.
Fox of Gosfield, was born Jan. 22, 1788, in Pennsylvania, and ·was but a lad when the family
became permanently settled in Gosfield. He began farming for himself on Concession 6, where
he did the first clearing, but later removed to
Lot 24, on the lake, building about 1826 a log
house near the shore. This house is still in use,
and is the oldest in the county to be occupied.
lie continued to add to his land here until he
had several hundred acres, and, for his day, was
regarded as a man with large capital. lie took
part in the Rebellion, and 'vas present at Amherstburg and Pelee Island. His death took
place at his home, July 19, 1868, at the age of
eighty years, five months, twenty-seven days.
Jacob Fox was twice married, first to :Madeline Wigle, and they had children: Julianna,
born Oct. 30, 1812, married J ohn Snider, of Colchester; John I., born 1\.farch 22, 1814, married
Elizabeth Godwin; Jacob, bor n March 11, 1816,
married Elizabeth Lypps; Susannah, born March
16, 1818, is the widow of George McLean, of Colchester; Sarah, born Nov. 14, 1820, married J ohn
Arner; Anna, born Sept. 11, 1824, married
George Noble, of Rnthven; William C. was born
Jnly 24, 1827. Jacob Fox married (second)
Elizabeth McLean, born 1\.fay 13, 1788, and three
children were born to this union, George J., Peter
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and Abigail. Of these (1) George J. Fox, born
July 4, 1829, married Sarah Jane Thompson,
and settled on a part of the homestead farm.
'l'hey have reared eight children, namely: Ida
JJouisa, born May 17, 1853, married Jason D.
)lalott, a butcher at Ruthven, and they have
eleven children; Margaret Emma, born Aug. 10,
1855, married. (first) Cebrue Beaman, and (second) J onas Wigle, of Kingsville; l\Iary Elizabeth, born July 12, 1857, married Albert 1\Ialott, and they have two daughters; :Martha Jane,
born Aug. 15, 1859, died April 29, 1892; Julia
Amanda, born June .1, 1862, married William
Stockford, and they have two daughters and one
son; Edwin J., born April 6, 1865, lives at Windsor; Stanley 'l'hompson, born Sept. 2, 1867, died
Dec. 10, 1888; George Eli, born Dec. 8, 1875,
married Ethel naltzer, and they have one child,
Oscar, born April 3, 1902. (2) Peter Fox, born
::\larch 23, 1833, married Jane Stock·well, and
lives at Leamington. (3) Abigail Fox, born Sept.
7, 1845, married Timothy Ackles, and they removed to North Star, Michigan.
William C. li'ox, father of Gordon P. Fox,
was born on the lake front f arm mentioned, and
there grew up a strong and capable farmer, beginning for himself on Lot 21, a gift from his
father. '£his property he began to clear and accomplished a great deal prior to turning it over
to his son Prideaux. Some eleven years ago the
property came to our snbject, and the father no\v
lives retired at Kingsville. On Oct. 17, 1853, he
married Sarah Young, who was born in Malden
township, and to this union were born: Prideaux,
of Kingsville, married Isabella 1\fcCain, and had
four children, Minnie, Fred, Maggie (deceased)
and Morley; Wilhelmina married David Conklin, of Kingsville, and had one son, William T.;
Gordon P. is mt>ntioned below; Jennie married
Eli Taylor, of Windsor, and bas had three children, 1\Iina (deceased), Ella and Lucile.
GORDON P. Fox was born April 28, 1863, in
the house which is his home at pt•esent. He .enjoyed the educational advantages afforded by
the public schools, and in 1886 started out for
himself. For some five years he resided on Lot
22, but later traded farms with his brother, coming to the homestead eleven years ago. He has
given close attention to farming all his life, with
the ·exception of a short time when he sailed on
tne lakes. Politically ?11r. Fox is a Conservative.
He has always shown a good citizen's interest in
educational matters, and served three years as
school trustee.
34
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On Dec. 30, 11385, ::Hr. Fox was unit~in marriage with Nellie, daughter of Ilira E. and
Persis (.Abbott) Clifford, natives of the roviuce
of Quebec, the former of whom died in 1900, the
latter in 1903. To this union have been born
six children: David Clifford, Oct. 30, 1886; Flossie l\Iay, Sept. 24, 1888; Jennie Eliza, Aug. 20,
1890; Edna Bertha, Aug. 15, 1892; Mary Mina,
Dec. 30, 1894; and liiaggie, June 28, 1897.
:Mr. Fox and family belong to the Methodist
Church. Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow. Like
others of his family, he is held in high esteem in
his locality, and is looked upon as one of the
township's most thrifty young farmers.
JOliN B. DOUGLASS, one of the prominent and progressive farmers and stockmen of
Mersea township, County of Essex:, and a citizen
who for upward of a quarter of a century has
been devoted to agricultural pursuits in his locality, was born June 3, 1831, in Godmanchester, County Huntingdon, Quebec.
The Douglass family in l\fersca originated in
Scotland, where the name is associated with the
early glorious history of that country. Prior to
coming to Canada, this branch of the family had
been settled in Ireland, and in County DeiTy,
John Douglass, the grandfather of John B., was
born. His early life ,..·as spent on the water, and
he owned a coasting boat in the Irish •vaters, but
later he turned his attention to farming. After his family l1ad bc:>come well settled in Canada, he also came, locating at Godmanchester,
County IInntingclon, Quebec, where he died in
1836. lie married in Ireland Mary Snodgrass,
who accompanied him to Canada, where she
again met some members of her family who had
settled as pioneers in Qnebec. Both John Douglass and wife were worthy members of the Presbyterian Church. They were the parents of sis:
children. 11amely: Benjamin'; John, who lived
and died in New· York City; Robert; 1\fartha;
:Margaret; and Ellen.
nenjamin Douglass, the eldest of the family,
was born in County Derry. His educational op-.
portunitics were limited, but a natural quickness
of intellect enabled him to overcome many early
disadvantages, in fact, he became proficient in
both the English and French languages. His
earlier days were spent with his father on the
water, but by the time he was seventeen years
old he grew ambitious to better his condition.
Friends and acquaintances had sailed awa.r
across the Atlantic to a wonderful new country,
filled with chances for those who were ready to
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take advantage o£ them, and after longing to follow their example, his opportunity at last arrived. Leaving his home and parents, he came
to Quebec, and soon after landing there was fortunate enough to enter the service of an English
gentleman, who was able to appreciate the faithful service that the young Irish boy rendered.
Mr. Douglass found with him a happy home for
fourteen years. Dy that time he wished to start
out on his own behalf, and he bought a tract of
200 acres of land in the vicinity of Godmanchester, whet·e he was joined at a later date by his
brother Robert. '!'hose were pioneer days, and
the young men had much toil and privation to
endure, but they had been reared with frugal
habits, bad been taught the necessity of industry, and with both these qualities in mind, they
both achieved success. Benjamin cleared his
land and made many fine improvements, building a stone dwelling, substantial barns and outbuildings, planting orchards, and otherwise converting what was once but a wilderness into one
of the locality's fine estates. Later he disposed
of fifty acres, but retained 150 until the time of
his death, at the age of eighty years. He was
laid to rest in the Godmanchester cemetery. All
his life he zealously supported the principles
of the Reform party. Mr. Douglass was a man
\vho was missed, ·one who supported all good
measures in his locality, advanced reforms of all
kinds, and reared a family which reflected credit
upon their home 'training.
Mr. Douglass was married (first) to Ellen
.Moore, in 1\Iontreal, a native of Ireland, daught er of Arthm· Moore. She died in Ormstown,
Quebec, where she was buried. There were five
<lhildren born to this union, namely: John ·B.;
Arthur, an agriculturist of Elma township,
County of Perth; Benjamin, who died in Westminster, British Columbia; Elizabeth, who
died young; and Mary, who married George
Monteith and died at Niagara, New York. The
second marriage of Mr. Douglass was to Elizabeth Dowler, daughter of Thomas Dowler, and
she died in 1903. Mr. and Mrs. Douglass were
both members of the Methodist Church. The six
children of this marriage were : Sarah, wife of
George McMullen, of Mersea township; Margaret, wife of J ohn Douglass, of.Mersea township ;
Louise, wife of David D. Reid, of Leamington;
Ellen, wife of J obn McMullen, of Mersea township; Eliza, wife of William Armstrong, of Malone, New York ; and Robert, of Mersea township.
:fohn B. Douglass was educated in the local

schools, which, at the date of his attendance,
were not the great educators of the present day.
'!'hey were usually subscription schools, and, as
we read of them in the present-day romances,
we can but r egard with admiration the achievements of those who were given no better opport unities. From these little intellectual centers
have arisen men of mark, who have swayed the
destinies of many lands, proving t hat natural
ability and love of learning must be a very potent factor in r eal education. In spite of disadvantages, Mr. Douglass is one of the most intellectual men of ·t his section, well posted on all
subjects of any moment, travel and intelligent
observation doing much to bring this about.
When he was eighteen years of age he started
out to make his own way in the world, working
for a year as a farm laborer, earning $8 per
month. H e then went to the State of Vermont,
settling at Belle's Falls, where he was employed
at $15 per month and remained t here for a year
and a half. Then came the dazzling tales of the
Australian gold fields, and, with five other young
men ripe for adventure, he started for that faraway continent. His companions were: George
and Francis Beattie, John and Peter Sellers, and
his own brother, Arthur. In 1851 the six young
men went to New York, and engaged passage on
the four-masted ship "Scargo, " paying their individual passage money of $115. The voyage
covered ninety-eight days in strange waters,
around the dreaded Cape of Good Hope, and at
last they r eached their destination. For five
years they remained in Australia, prospecting
a part of the time, and engaging in general labor
during the rest of the period, meeting with some
success, but not enough to induce Mr. Douglass
to remain longer. He returned by way of Liverpool, England, taking advantage of this opportunity while in the British Isles, to visit friends
in Scotland and the North of England, finally
embarking on the steamship "Manchester" for
New York, where he landed in 1856.
After
spending a season of visiting with his family, he
went through the northwestern part of the United States, seeking a desirable place fo locate,
but at length returned to the Dominion, convinced that no country offers more advantages
for a permanent home than does Canada.
:Mr. Douglass setttled first in Elma township,
County of Perth, where be bought a traat of 100
acres. The country was then but a wilderness,
and he was one of the pioneer settlers. It is but
one of his interesting tales, of how a blazed trail
was the only road through the forest to eiviliza-
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tion, and of the other conditions that confronted
him and his bride as they began housekeeping
in the little Jog cabin he erected. Supported and
cheered by the presence of this good woman, he
labored hard, cleared up his land, and put it under a fine state of cultivation. For twenty-three
years he remained on this farm, farming and
raising stock. His wife had died in the meantime, and in 1881 he sold this home and came to
the County of Essex, where he bought a tract of
fifty acres on Lot 18, Concession 10, and again
he faced pioneer conditions, but now bad the
help of his strong and willing sons. This farm
was also cleared and put under cultivation, and
Mr. Douglass bas not spared money in its improvement. H e built a fine brick dwelling, at a
cost of $~,500, which is fitted with all modern
improvements, while other features make his
estate one of the most attractive., and valuable
in this locality. He has added another fifty acres
and is now operating 100 acres. Not only is 1\fr.
Douglass noted for his successful farming, but
also for his magnificent sbo,ving of stock, and
the pride he takes in his fine specimens is p erfectly jmltifiable. Ife is fortunate in having the
assistance of sons who also take an interest in his
aims and employments.
Mr. Douglass is a strong and intelligent supporter of. the Liheral cause, but he is no seeker
for political office. When his appreciative fellow-citizens tendered him the office of justice of
the peace, he declined the honor, although eminently fitted for the position. With his family
he worships in the Presbyterian Church at Goldsmith, t o which he is a liberal contributor in support of its various lines of charitable work.
In 1860 Mr. Douglass was united in marriage
with Sarah Bryden, at Ormstown, Quebec. She
was born there, daughter of John and I sabella
(Turnbull) Bryden, both of whom were born in
Scotland and came as pioneers to Ormstown. She
was a woman of admirable character and cheerfully shared the hardships to which the pioneer
life condemned the family for a number of years.
She died on the farm, in 1872, of scarlet fever,
at the age of thirty-five years, and, with sorrow
from her family of husband and little chil~ren,
was laid to rest in Elma Center cemetery. · She
was a consistent member of the Presbyterian
Church. The five children of Mr. and Mrs.
Dou~lass were: J ohn B., who was educated in
the Deaf and Dumb School, at Belleville, Ont.,
is a very intelligent and prepossessing young
man, and is at home with his father; Ellen, a reproduction of her estimable mother, has guided
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the affairs of the household since competent;
Isabella 'l'umbull died aged six yeat'S; Benjamin, a most promising young man, lost his life
by falling in front of a train at Salt Lake City,
and was bul'iecl in the Wheatley cemetery, Mersea township; Arthur, one of the fine specimens
of Canadian young manhood, is also at home.
1\fr. Douglass, as may be gathered from the
above too brief records, is a self-made man. His
life has been one of activity, both. mentally and
physically, and he has made a success of it, and
attributes much of this success to a strict observance of the cardinal virtues. lie believes
that a young man is mainly the arbiter of his
own fortunes, and that by the exercise of industry, sobriety and perseverance, combined with
business integrity, he cannot fail.
WALTER ATKIN, a successful young farmer of Colchester South, County of Essex, represents a family which has been identified with
1\Ialden township of County Essex for the past
seventy-six years. He was born in the Atkin settlement, 1\falden township, March 27, 1852, son
of Gore and Hannah (Lypps) Atkin.
Gore Atkin was born in Brookville, Ont., Oct.
14, 1821, and for many years he was a local minister in the Methodist Church. He became a successful farmer, and is now living r etired in Amherstburg, a quiet, honorable Christian gentleman. His wife, Hannah Lypps, was born in Colchester township, March 22, 1826. Their
children were: Melvina, a trained nurse in Detroit; George, an engineer in Detroit; Adeline,
wife of Frank Beach, of London, Ont.; Anna,
wife of Alex. McGee, of :Malden t ownship ; Walter; Emma, wife of Lawrence Shipley, of Essex;
Wellington, a farmer on the homestead; Gore
B., on the home farm; I sabel and J ohn, who both
died in i nfancy; Robert, a farmer in :Maldt!n;
and Miss Lucy, with h er parents.
Walter Atkin enjoyed the advantages of the
home school. Whe.n he gre\v to maturity .he engaged in lumbering, working in heavy timber.
About the time of his marriage he bought a fiftyacre farm in the 4th ·concession of Malden, and
there r esided for some five years, when he sold
the property and bought of William Woodbridge
clergy r eserve lancl consisting of eighty-three
and three-fifths acres in L ots 68, 69 and 70, Colchester South. At the time of the purchase there
were but fifteen or twenty acres fit for proper
cultivation; twenty-five acres were in bush.
now has the entire farm in a high state of cultivation, and it is all thoroughly drained, he flav-
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P ennsylvania, and came with his parents to
Grosse Ile, and later to Malden, where he was
first married. The daughter of this first union
was Anna, born :March 30, 1796, who married
Capt. John McCormick His second marriage was
to Delilah Malott, who was born June 30, 1786,
on Grosse Ile, and they had the following children: Lucy, born Nov. 28, 1802, married Isaac
F erriss; Catherine was born Nov. 18, 1804;
Peter, born Sept. 30, 1806, married Betty Snider; William, born Nov. 14, 1808, was twice married, first to a Miss Buchanan, and died in the
States; Sarah, born Nov. 12, 1811, is the widow
()f Charles Larrabee, and at the age of ninetythree is still in the possession of unimpaired faculties; Philip S., born Dec. 4, 1813, married
Mary Quick; Theodore, born Nov. 10, 1816, married Arabella Leighton, and they reside at Ludington, Michigan; Ebenezer, born Sept. 20, 1818,
ic; mentioned below ; Mary Christine, born Oct.
16, 1820, married Thomas Leighton, and died at
Wyandotte, Michigan; Susannah, born Dec. 9,
1824, married Peter Larrabee and died in the
States. The father of this family died Sept.
30, 1849.
Being of age when he came to Colchester
South township, Philip Wright received a 200acre grant of land adjoining that of his father,
but for a time all lived under one roof. When he
started independently he took the rear half of
Lots 75 and 76, arid upon Lot 75 chose a most
desirable site for his home. This spot is now
marked by a pear tree, and a few rods south of
the spot is located a fine spring, which is stoned
to a depth of twelve feet and Bows sixty-five barrels every twenty-four hours. I n the log house
here erected, many, if not all, of the numerous
family were born. The place is further marked
by a stately elm, measuring seventeen feet in circumference, which towers over and shades the
spring, and it is stated on good authority that
this tree was planted by the daughter Lucy. At
that time it was but a small shoot, which was
guarded with care; its roots were nourished by
the spring which it was designed to shade, and
it stands a living memento of a generation almost
faded away.
Ebenezer Wright, of the above family, father
of Arthur Wright, was born Sept. 20, 1818, in
the old house near the spring, and spent his life
on that farm, where he died F eb. 28, 1900. He
married Eliza Stockwell, born Aug. 22, 1818,
who died May 18, 1881. He occupied the old
French frame house that was built nearly seventy years ago, which he later moved nearer to the
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Pot-leg road, and which is still standing, although
not now occupied as a residence. Some two years
ago our subject built a fine modern home. Ebenezer Wright received the west half of Lot 76,
and gave his whole attention to farming, reaping
much success. In his political ,·iews he was a
Reformer. Religiously he belonged to the Methodist Church.
To Ebenezer Wr!ght and his wife were born
the following-named children : Salathial, who
lives in Gosfield South, married (first) Lucinda
Bertrand, by whom he hnd fiye children, and
(second) Barbara Shaw, by 'rhom he had two
children. Annie is the widow of Sidney Patton,
of Harrow, and has five children. Wesley, a
farmer of Dresden, County of Kent, married
three times, and had three children. Arthur is
the subject of this sketch. Burwell, a barber of
Harrow, married Minnie Bingham. Erie died
at the age of three years.
Ai'thur Wright was born May 25, 1855, on
the old home farm, where he was reared through
a healthy boyhood, spent much in the open air,
to a sturdy manhood. He attended the local
schools up to the age of sixteen and then began
to assume charge of a great part of the agricultural development of the farm. He .now owns
the homestead, and there are few farms in the
township more valuable as to location or productiveness. Mr. Wright devotes himself to a general.line of farming, and successfully raises the
grain!!, vegetables and fruits of the climate.
Politically Mr. Wright, like his father, is a
member of the Reform party. Fraternally he
belongs to the Order of Workmen and is a valued
and -qseful member of the local agricultural society. lie is a practical, well-informed, up-todate farmer, whose methods are founded on
knowledge of climate and soil, and whose success
demonstrates their value.
On Dec.· 29, 1879, Mr. Wright married 1\Ialinda McCormick, daughter of Matthew McCormick, and to this union have been born.childrcn
as follows : Ella, Oct. 2, 1880 ; Florence, Jan. 1,
1884; Dertha, March 21, 1887; Belle, July 12,
1890; and . Edna, March 12, 1892. The family
belongs to the Methodist Church.
WILLIAM KER, a. substantial retired farmer and mason of Lot 13, Concession 8, Maidstone township, County of Essex, Ont., was born
in the town of Peebles, twenty-two miles south
of Edinburgh, Scotland, Sept. 20, 1830, a son of
John, Sr., and Margaret (Whitson) Ker, both
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members of old and prominent families in that
ancient Scotch capital.
John Ker, Sr., was born in 1801, son of William and Isabella (Wier) Ker, ·who lived and
died in Scotland, the former of whom was a gardener on the King's 1\Ieadows. Margaret (Whitson) Ker was born in 1803, and 'vas a daughter
of James and Margaret Whitson, who died in
Scotland. John Ker, Sr., was one of three sons,
Peter, William and John, the latter being the
only one who came to Canada.
John Ker was a mason and foreman for
George Wilalke, of Scotland, for many years betore he came to Canada, and when he was thirteen years of age, William Ker, our subject, who
was the eldest son, was apprenticed for five years
to the same employer to learn the trade of a mason. After serving for five years, the young fel1ow worked at his trade until he came to Canada
in 1852, via New York, on the sailing vessel
''Conrad,'' the voyage consuming eight weeks and
four days. From New York he made his way direct to Canada, and stopped with his uncle Alexander Whitson, who had come to Maidstone, and
was one of its original settlers. Here he worked
at his trade, and also in Michigan for the Michigan Central railroad for two years. He has
worked for the Illinois Central railroad, along
their line .from Kankakee to Chicago, and afterward worked as foreman at the Grand Union
Depot of Chicago, continuing with that road until 1855. He then purchased land at Maidstone,
and sent to Scotland for his parents, who settled upon his property, and· be and his father
worked at the trade of mason together. These
parents made their home upon a farm on Lot·17,
Concession 8, and there died, the father in'1867,
and the mother in 1872. They were the parents
of nine children who came to Canada: (1) William is mentioned below. (2) Margaret, born in
1832, married Hugh Ker, a retired merchant of
Chatham, and their children are: John, an att orney of Chatham; Dr. William, of Bay
City, Michigan; Hugh, of Chatham; Mar. garet, who married Joseph Phillips, of
Maidstone; 1\Iary, deceased wife of J oseph Totten; Miss Elizabeth; and
·
, now
Mrs. Thomas Scullard. (3) Isabella married
John. Garner, late proprietor of the Garner
House of Chatham; they had no family and are
both deceased. ( 4) Elizabeth' married George
Hunt, de<;:eased, of Dorcheste.r Station, near London, Ont., and their children were. George, Emma, .Phoebe, Mary, Elizabeth, Arthur and John.
(5) Agnes married Henry Arnold, a retired far-

mer of Kingsville, and has five children, Henry,
John, James, George and Plorence. (6) James
married Sarah Dent, of Chatham, settled on a
farm in Maidstone, and died in 1890; he was a
soldier during the Civil. War in the States, enlisting from Michigan, and he received a pension. (7) John married Jane Wood, of Maidstone, where he settled on a farm, and there remained until some months ago, when he moved
to Windsor, and lives r etired; ·he has five children, John, Margaret, J essie, Lizzetta and Gor·don. (8) Robert manied Priscilla Totten of
1\Iaidstone, now resides in North Dakota, and
among his children are Reginald, Grace, Pearl,
Ernest (deceased), Fanny and George. (9)
l\'fary married John Darnes, of Windsor, a r etired farmer of Maidstone, and they have children as follows, John, Albert, Maggie, Gertrude,
Christina, Henry. (10) Peter married a native
of the County of Essex, and resides in Wayne
County, Michigan, where he is one of the wealthy retired farmers; he has two sons, John and
Albert.
William Ker, the subject proper of this
sketch, after the death of his father sold the
home in 1\Iaidstone and purchased a farm near
Windsor, in Sandwich East, where he followed
farming nine years. He then sold that property,
and bought his present farm, which was then
wild land. This he cleared, and put up good
buildings and a comfortable house.
In 1862 Mr. Ker enlisted in the 6th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, from Michigan, for service in the Civil War in the States, and served
undor the famous General Butler at New Orleans, where ' Mr. . Ker was detailed for t hree
years. He participated in the siege of Port IIud-'
son, the battle of Baton Rouge, his regiment losing heavily in the last engagement. At the expiration of the three years he was honorably dis·
charged.
In 1867 Mr. Ker married Miss Sarah Hunter,
born in the County of Middlesex in 1850, daughter of Paul and Susan Hunter, who came to Canada from Lincolnshire, England, and died in the
County of Middlesex. Mrs. Ker died in August;
1885, of typhoid fever, leaving nine children:
·(1) John, the eldest, born in Maidstone, was
reared at home, and married Miss Frances Cock,
of Windsor, and they have three children, William J., Avis I. and George E.; they reside in
Maidstone, where he is manager of the Chatham
.Elevator Company. (2) Susan, born in Maidstone, died in 1890. (3) Margaret, born in Maidstone; married Andrew Wood, of Maidston,e, and
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has tht·ee children, Douglas, Elsie and Donald.
( 4) Paul II., born in 1\Iaidstone, is unmarried
and a r esident of British Columbia, where he is
in business. (5) William W., born in 1\Iaidstone,
was reared and educated at the home schools and
Chatham Business College, from wl1ich he was
graduated in 1891, and he is now engaged in the
cultivation of his farm in Concession 8. lie married l\Iiss Florence 1\IcGrcgor, of Oesto, County
of Essex, and they have one daughter, Agnes E .
(6) Isabella F., born in Sandwich East, was educated in the public schools, and since t}le death
o£ her mother has been her father's housekeeper
and manager of affairs at the homestead. She
is a most capable lady and one deeply beloved
by her family. (7) Stephen R., born in Sandwich East, and educated in Maidstone, is unmarried, and in 1901 he and his brother .John purchased what is known as the Ker Bros. ' cheese
factory, of Sandwich South. They have made
their venture a successful one, and are bright
young business men, who stand well in the community. (8) Henry, born in Sandwich East, was
reared in 1\Iaidstone; he is still unmarried, and
with Stephen, manages the horne farm. (9)
Agnes, born in Sandwich East, is unmarried,
and a capable stenographer at Chatham. Four
of the sons are members of the Order of Foresters.
Politically, 1\[r. Ker has always been identified with the Reform party, but has never aspired to office. Tie is one of the founders of No.
10 school of Maidstone, and has been treasurer
and trustee of the school for twelve years, always taking a great deal of interest in educational matters. In his r eligious opinions, 1\fr.
Ker is a Presbyterian by birth, but after coming to Canada, and marrying, he connected himself with the Methodist denomination, and has
been one of the trustees and stewards for many
years. H e is one of the most active and earnest
workers in that church, giving liberally toward
its support.
·
:Mr. Ker started his life struggle a poor man,
but he now stands high with his neighbors, and
is recognized as one of the leading men of Maidstone. He is charitable, liberal, and a good,
Christian man, of unswerving integr ity and uprightness of purpose and life. H e has lived to
see his children develop into noble men and
women, and to gather his . grandchildren about
him. While he has retired from active life, Mr.
Ker takes an interest i n the business life of the
· community. His service of three years' duration
t o the cause of the Union in the States is spe-
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cially worthy of commendation. Although he
gladly offered his life in its defence, he has
never received any recognition of his 13ervices in
the form of a pension, and this oversight is an
injustice to his bravery and gallantry. Ho...,·.
ever, fortunately for him, he has aequir·ed a sufficient portion of this world's goods to place him
beyond any need of emolument from the UnileJ
States' government, although he would appreciate that much recognition, for he was fearless in
aiding a country other than his own, in maintaining its stability, and defending its liberties.
In his declining years Mr . Ker is surrounded by
the loving care and devotion of his children, and
can rest upon the laurels he has won as a soldier and private citizen, realizing that he has
met e,·ery call upon him like a gentleman and a
brave and honorable man.
THO:\fAS DUCIIANAN, a r etired agricultmist and well-known citizen of 1\fersea township, County of E ssex, located in Lot 14, Concession 10, where he has lived for more than thirty
years, was born :May 10, 1823, in Stirlingshir e,
Scotland, son of Andrew and Nancy (Fitzgerald) Buchanan.
Andrew Duchanan, father of Thomas Buchanan, was born in Stirlingshire, Scotland, and
started into business life as a shoemaker 's apprentice. Later he joined the local militia, and
served seven years in the Dritish service, taking
part in the great even ts of military glory which
will be historical as long as the name of Sir J ohn
1\[oore, his commander, and the great ~apoleon,
will be recalled. After the closing of the eleven
years of strife, Mr. Buchanan r eturned to Stirlingshire, and settled down to his trade, p assing
his last years in as much quietness as his earlier
years had been filled ·with activity, and dying at
the age of eighty-six. R eared in the Presbyterian Church, his earlier life was given to that
faith, but during his long army service in various lands, he became attached to the Church of
England. His marriage to Nancy Fitzger ald,
also of Stirlingshire, r esulted in the birth of
these children : Elizabeth; Andrew; Thomas;
Robert, a soldier in the Crimean War, who resided in Scotland; J ohn, a resident of Ma nchester, England; Gavin, of Scotland; and Agnes,
wife of a Mr. McGlocklin, of Scotland.
Thomas Duchanan attended the schools in
the vicinity of his home and when old enough,
learned the trade of tanner and currier, and followed the · same in Stirlingsllire. He began domestic life in Banff.shire, marrying :Margaret
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~Iacldo, of that shire, Scotland, and 'had three
children, when, in 1~56, he decided to emigrate
to Canada, and seek better opportunities than
could be fonnd in his own country. After a long
voyage on a sailing vessel, the family landed at
Quebec in April of that year, and came to Ontario, locating first at Hamilton, and later at
Guelph. Here Mr. Duc.hanan found demand for
his services as currier, and remained in that
place for three years, and then removed to Fergus, County of Wellington, where he worked
another year, and the following ycat· at Berlin,
County of Waterloo. His next move was to Fullerton Corners, County of Perth, where he remained for nine years, working all the time at
his trade, which was a good one for the time and
locality. In 1870 he came to Mersea township
"·ith the intention of farming, and bought a
tract of 100 acres on the north part of Concession 10, Lot 14, where he was one of the earliest
settlers. Here he built a comfortable log house,
26 x 28, and started in to clear up the land, assisted by his sturdy sons. They were able to
complete the work, while he worked again at his
trade at Mitchell, C~mnty of Perth. He continued
working at his trade off and on, for t hree years,
thus being able to provide for the family until
the farm was partially productive, and guard
them against the hardships which many of the
pioneer settlers had to endure. With his sons'
assistance this large body of land was finally
cleared, and later put under an excellent state of
cultivation. .At a later date Mr. Buchanan added
100 more acres, then fifty acres, and later still
another tract of 150 acres, all of which is now
under cultivation and under the capable management of his sons. Like other settlers, much
of the native timber was converted into potash,
-which was sold at a good price in Montreal. The
timber of snfficient size was sold to lumber dealers, and all of the native growth was thus put
to use.
After a long life of industry :\:Ir. Buchanan
is now able to rest, satisfied to see his plans carried out.by his worthy sons. The farm has been
a notable one for t he production of fine crops
and the raising of excellent stock, much of the
success in both lines of agriculture being due to
the intelligent methods employed by Mr. Buchanan.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan
were: .Andrew, a farmer of Tilbury West township, married Sarah Ann Gaines; Elizabeth married Charles Hugill of Staples, and had nine
children, one now deceased; Alexander, a well-

known farmer of :\Iersca township, near the
homestead, married Sarah .Armstrong, daughter
of William Armstrong, and has two sons;
'l'homas is a farmer of Tilbury West to)Vnship;
Gavin and Geol'ge operate the homestead; J ames
died in infancy. Another member of the family is Fannie Morris, an adopted daughter, to
whom 1\Ir. and Mrs. Buchanan have given parental care. Both 1\Ir. and 1\frs. Buchanan, with
their children, are members of the Presbyterian
Church. In politics he is a stanch Liberal, but
is no seeker after political preferment. With' the
<>xccption of a stomach trouble o£ long standing,
Mr. Buchanan bears his years well, and that he
may long be spared is the wish of not only a most
devoted family, but of a wide circle of fellowcitizens who r egard him with respect and esteem
for his sterling traits of character.
WILLIAl\I PRICE, county councillor, a snccessful dealer in farm implements and vehicles,
and a prosperous farmer of Essex, residing on
Lot 13, Concession 7, township of Maidstone, was
born in Kings County, New Brunswick, Jan. 27,
1846, son of William and Margaret (Ferris)
Price, both natives of that Province, the former
born June 23, 1818, and the latter Aug. 14, 1819.
The earliest known ancestors of our subject
were his great-grandparents, William and Sally
(Mason) Price.
William Price was born in
Wales, and early came to the New World, locating in New York State, where he met and
married his wife, Sally Mason, a native of England. By trade he was a weaver, and he followed
that calling after locating in .America. Being a
United Empire Loyalist, during the war of the
American Revolution he took his wife and family to New Brunswick, and there he died at the
age of ninety years, his wife attaining a like advanced age. They were members of the English
Church. '!'heir three sons and one daughter
were : Tyler, William, Edward and Maggie (who
married John Coates).
Tyler Price, son of William, was born in New
York State, and he became a carpenter and farmer. He accompanied his parents to New Brunswick, and there married Mary Roach, who was
born 'in that Province. After his marriage he
moved to the County of Elgin, Ont., where he
took up land, and where he died in 1869, aged
seventy-four. His widow, who came to the County of Essex in 1881, to live wiith her son, William, died there in 1883, aged eighty-four. They
were members of the Close Communion Baptist
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Church. Their· eleven children were: Edward,
who married l\Iary Pryers, had six children, and
died in Xew Brunswick; William, mentioned below; :Margaret, who married Joseph Nickerson,
had eleven children and died. in the County of
Oxford; 'l'yler, who married Sarah Gallagher,
had nye children, and died in Michigan; Jane,
of the County of Oxford, widow ·of John Roach,
was the mother of eight children; James, of Saginaw, 1\Iichigan, who married (first) Abigail Dagley, had two children, an<l married (second)
1\fary Merritt, and had three children; Mary
Ann, who mat·ried Daniel Stewart, and died in
the County of Oxford; John, who married :Mahala Dunning, had five children, and died in the
County of E lgin; Sarah, of Windsor, the widow
of James McCloud, and the mother of two children ; Arthur, who wedded Almira Kent, had
five children, and died in Saginaw, Michigan;
and Eliza, who died in the County of Oxford,
at the age of twenty years.
William Price, son. of 'ryler, grew to manhood in Kew Brunswick, and there learned the
trade of carpenter. Some years after his marriage, he, in 1850, removed to the County of Elgin, and settled in Baybam township, still continuing to work at his trade. In 1871 he removed
to l\faidstone, County of Essex, locating on a.
farm, and there he died Nov. 4, 1890, aged sevcnty-thre,e years. His wife died in the County
of Elgin, Jan. 17, 1860, aged forty. 'rhey were
members of the Baptist Church. Politically he
was a Tory, as were all of his family. The children born to himself and wife were·: (1) Sarah,
born in February, 1829, died when fourteen
years olcl. (2) 'ryler, born in1831, died when 30
yeat'S old j he married J.JOVina ·wOOdard, and
had one daughter, Mary, now married and living in Port Huron, Michigan. (3) Arthur, born
Jan. 16, 1844, in Ne\V Brunswick, married Ann
Fitch, of Kingsville, and they now reside in
Maidstone, where he is a prominent stock farmer; they have had seven children, Samuel (deceased), Arthur, Ber tha, Edwar d, "\Villiam,
Samuel (2), and Emily, those living all married. (4) William. (5) Edward, born June 11,
1849, in New Brunswick, married Christiana Wiley, of the County of Oxford, and they now r eside in :Maidstone, where he is a farmer; they
have four children, John, Christine, William and
. James. (6) Jane, born in the County of Oxford, Aug. 1, 1852, married Joseph Lisparence,
of Sandwich East, had one son, James, and died
in 1871. (7) John, born in the County of Elgin,
Jan. 5, 1854, married Mary Langcraft, o.f Maid-
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stone, where he is a farmer; they ha\·e four chilch·en, William, Sophia, l\fargaret and Tena. (8)
Sara~, born in the County of Elgin, May 4, 1860,
mnrned Alfred Lankin, of Alberta, Northwest
Canada, and their children are, :Maggie, Christina, Bdward, Rosie, Alfred, Sarah and Lawrence. (9) l\Iadah A., born in the Connty of
:Elgin, May 28, 1862, died in Dakota, in young
womanhood.
William Price, the subject proper of this
biography, received his education in the County
of E~gin. When he was old enough he began
worlnng among the farmer s. After his marl'iage
he :first settled in Sandwich East, where he engaged in lumbering for some seven· years, and
tnen moved to Maidstone, where he bought his
present farm, then wild land, from which he
lumbered. lie was also general agent for the
Cameron estate, and he carried on lumbering for
them as well as for himself. In 1891 he erected
his present handsome brick r esidence. In additi~n to his homestead, he owns 600 acres of land,
bemg one of the largest land owners in :Maidstone township, and he is a man universally respected. In 1899, in connection with farmina
<>
he _began dealing in ngricultural implements,
veh1cles, etc., at Elmstead, although he continues
to reside on the farm, and he has been very successful.
On Nov. 27, 1868, he married :Miss Emily
Fitch, who was born in Gosneld South, Jan. 2,
1852, daughter of Cornelius and Bridget
(Moore) Fitch, old pioneers of Kingsville, who
111ter removed to Maidstone, where they now reside. To Mr. and Mrs. Price the following family have been born: (1) John, born in Sandwich
East, Nov. 14, 1869, resides with our subject ; he
married Miss 1\fary Vokes, of the County of Essex, and has five children, John, Elizabeth, Emily, William and Caddie. (2) James, born May
11, 1873, resides on a. portion of the homestead;
he married 1\Iiss Bessie \Vestlake, of Maidstone,
and has two children, Sarah and Thomas. (3)
William, born in 1874, settled on the present
home, where he died Aug. 10, 1900; he married
Lizzie \ Vestlake, of :Maidstone, who with one
daughter, Adda. survives. (4) :Moses, born in
September, 1876, received a fair education, and
is now manager of the homestead. (5) Sylvester, born in 1879, died when three years of age.
(6) Sylvester (2), born in 1881, resides on a portion of the homestead; l1e married :Miss Inez
Cline, of 1\Iaidstone, and has one son, Clarence.
Politically Mr. Price is one of the independ-
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ent voters of the township. I n 18!)2 he was
turned to Kentucky: A short time later they
elected a member of the council of Maidstoue, once more came to Colchester township and setand held that office until 1896, when he was tled in the 2d Concession, on Lot 12, where he
made deputy reeve, an office he retained three died at the age of sixty years, and was buried on
years, when he was elected to his present posi- his farm. After a number of years his widow,
tion of county councillor, under the new system. who had bravely passed through many hardIn 1902 he was f urther honored by election to ships, followed him to the tomb, and her remains
the office of warden of the county, serving one also lie on the old farm. To J oseph and Chrisyear. Religiously he and his wife ate connected tina (IIahn) Ferriss were born children as folwith the Presbyterian Church. 1\fr. Price is a lows: John, who resided in Colchester South
member of the Masonic Lodge, at Windsor. Jle township, where his descendants now live; Isaac,
is one of t he leading men of the County of Es- father of Abner L. > Margaret, who married Gorsex, enterprising, progressive, keen and far-sight- don Buchanan, of the township of Colchester
<'d in his operations, and faithful iu his dis- South; :Mary, who never married, and died in
charge of public trusts. Self-made, he has rea- Pennsylvania; and Esther, who married Abner
son to be proud of his success. His personal Lidwell and moved to Pennsylvania.
Isaac Ferriss was born Nov. 15, 1795, on the
popularity is very great, and his fr·equent elec·
lake
shot·e, in this township, and on Jan. 18,
tion to positions of responsibility and honor,
d emonstrate the confidence his people feel in his 1818, married Lucy Wright, who was born Nov.
23, 1802, a daughter of Philip and Delilah (Malfidelity and ability.
For many years Mr. P rice has been very ac- lott) Wright. Mr. Ferriss died July 29, 1881,
tive in all measures tending toward the advance- and his widow died Jan. 22, 1890. lie began
ment and progress of .Maidstone and the county, farming on the present Thomas :Brown place, on
and his political future is a bright one, for those land which his father owned, and later removed
in authority will not allow so brainy a man as to several farms, for many years prior to his
Mr. Price to remain in one t ownship, but will death living on a farm of sixty acres in Colcall upon him to administer in wider fields. In chester South township, now the home place of
every relation of life 1\fr. and Mrs. Price have so his son Abner L. During his life he owned a
conducted their actions as to win not only number of fine properties and was considered a
conficlence, but warm friendship from every side, successful man. . D uring the War of 1812 he
and their beautiful home is the favorite gather- served in the militia, enlisting before he was
ing-place, t heir guests appreciating in highest eigh teen years old. Mr. F erriss took part in the
degree the gracious and generous hospitality lav- taking of Detroit, and for his services rendered
ished on all alike. Although unostentatious in on t his occasion received a silver medal which is
manner, t hey are very charitable, giving largely preserved and highly prized by his son, our subof their means, not' only to established institu- j ect. In the Rebellion of 1837-38 he again came .
tions, but privately to those in need. Sympathy forward and tendered his loyal services, and asis another gift they always freely bestow, and . sisted in t he building of the blockhouse on Dois
many hearts have been gladdened by 1111". Price Blanc Island. In politics he was a Conservaand his charming wire, who shares with him the tive. In r eligious faith he was a Methodist.
The children born to Isaac Ferriss and his
gratitude and friendship of the entire communwife
were: Ann Christine, born April 8, 1822,
ity.
married Benjamin Knapp; Philip, of Colchester South township, was born June 4, 1824; HulABNER L. FERRISS, vice-president of the da Catherine, born l\fay 30, 1826, is the widow
South Essex Agricultural Society, is a member of Joseph Snider, of Harrow; Esther Caroline,
of one of the first families to settle in the town- born Feb. 25, 1828, married William Buchanan;
ship of Colchester, County Essex.
Sarah Janet, born J une 9, 1830, married J ohn
. Joseph Ferriss, his grandfather, was a resi- 1\Iunger, and they reside at Washington, Michi~
dent of Kentucky, and t here married Christina gan; Lucy Delilah, born Oct. 16, 1832, is the wife
Hahn , a German girl who had been taken pris- of Joseph Drummond; J oseph Robert, born May
oner by the Indians from her home in P ennsyl- 4, 1835, married Alma Baldwin, and died in Amvania. Mr. F erriss came with his bride to Can- herstburg at the age of sixty-five years; Ebenada, and they settled on the lake front in Col- ezer W., born Jan. 8, 1837, lives in Harrow; Ab;
chester South township, but after a few years r e- ner Lid well, was born Nov. 8, 1841; Thomas
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Herman, born Aug. 26, 1843, married 'Margaret
Fisher, and is postmaster at Harrow; Isaac, born
Nov. 5, 1847, now living in Anderdon, married
(first) F. }!~ulmer, and (second) l\lary Lonsbury.
·Abner Lidwell F erriss was an infant when
the family came to the farm where he now lives,
and his schooling was obtained in a log building that stood near the road on the Leonard
Eede farm. At that time only the elementary
branches were taught and his reading books were
the English Reader and the New 'festament. Although the schools possessed none of the latter
day accommodations they laid the foundations
upon which could be built later substantial
structures, as was the case with l\Ir. Ferriss, who
is now one of the best informed men of the county. In the course of time t he home farm came
into his possession, and he has always been interested in its improvement. The old log house
which was on the place when the fami ly first
came here is still standing, in perfect repair, although no longer used as a dwelling. Some years
ago Mr. Ferriss erected a handsome modern
frame house which· is the pleasant family home.
I n the 'agricultural affairs and interests of the
township he has taken a very active part and for
many years has been a member and one of the
directors of the South Essex Agricultural Society, now serving his fourth year as vice-president of that organization.
·
In 1871 Mr. F erriss was united in marriage
with Georgiana Thrasher, a native of Colchester
South township, daughter of William and Emma
(Taylor) 'fhrasher, and granddaughter of
Charles Thrasher, who came from Quebec and
settled in Gosfield township in 1829. To Mr.
Ferriss and his wife have been born the following children: E. Judson, born Jan. 16, 1873, resides in Windsor, and is bookkeeper for a Detroit
firm; he married Belle Misner, and they have
two children, Anna· Gertrude and Muriel. Jen. nie, born Dec. 5, 1874, died Jan. 13, 1902. Roland, born April 8, 1876, who resides in liarrow, married Nellie Patorius. Harold, born Oct.
26, 1877, married Lina Sinasac, lives at Harrow, and has one daughter, Beulah May. Lorain, born July 23, 1879, is at home. Della Grace,
born April 12, 1881, is assistant postmaster at
Jlarrow. Emma was born Aug. 2, 1884. Wilhelmina was born May 14, 1886. Mildred and
Nellie, twins, were born May 8, 1892.
·
Mr. Ferriss and his fami1y belong to the
Methodist Church, in which he is a steward and
one of the trustees, being also one of the leading
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contribut ors to its support. In politics he is a
member of the R eform party and has scryed with
the greatest credit and ability in a nukber of
the township offices. He has been a member of
the council and for five years supervisor, for
four years was assessor, and four years also was
collector. His deep interest in educational matters does not end with the providing of opportunities for his own intelligent family, but he
bas · willingly and efficiently served as trustee,
secretary and treasurer of Section No. 5, having served in the two last-named offices for the
past forty years. He is a charter member of the
lodge of the Order of \Vorkmen at Harrow, and
assisted in its organization. 1\fr. F erriss is a representative man of this section, 'and is held in
very high esteem. His judgment is consulted on
many public matters, and his known integrity
makes his word of vast influence.
JA1\1ES CU~IMINS (deceased) was born in
County Wexford, Ireland, in October, 1815.
When a young man he obtained a position on a
sailing vessel, and for a number of years followed the sea, touching at a number of the important ports of the world. After some years
thus spent he located in Toronto, Ont., where he
married Miss Johanna. O'Connor, and until1850
he sailed on the lakes. That year he came to
Pclee Island to accept the position of lighthouse keeper on the Island, which he held, with
the exception of four years when he was stationed at Presque Isle, until his retirement on
a pension, in 1888. For many years he was also
fishery warden, and became one of the most
prominent men of the Island. His wife died
in 1873; and in 1880 :Mr. Cummins married Miss
Adaline A. Wires, an intelligent woman, daughter of George W. Wires, a. successful business
man of North Bass Island, now decE'ased. Mrs.
Cnmmiris survives. residing upon the home farm,
which Mr. Cnmmiris purchased after his retirement from the Government service.
Mr. Cummins was a man of strong character, possessing a pleasing personality, and
made many friends by whom his memory_is ten~
derly cherished. In r e1igious belief he was a
stanch and conscientious ·Catholic. His office
.prevented his taking an active part in politics,
but he always favored public improvements and
took a deep interest in the development and ad\'ancement of the Island.
.
He passed away March · 9, 1891, a{:!ed
seven.ty-six years, after a long and useful life,
and his remains were . tenderly interred in t he
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home place. They had a f amily of ten children,
of whom eight survive : Adaline A., widow of
James Cummins, of Pelee Island; Lavina H.,
wife of George Hallock, of North Bass I sland ;
Williiam 'f.: Simon P ., of Duluth, Minnesota ;
George W., of North Bass I sland ; Andrew J., of
WILLIAM '1'. WIRES was born on North North Bass Island; Olive L., at home;· and Elsa
Bass I sland,. Nov. 30, 1852, a son of George W. R., who married Nelson Stockwell, of Huron,
and Susan (Fox) Wires, and grandson of Wil- Ohio.
liam Wires, who came from \Vales, his native
\Villiam T. Wires was r ear ed at home, and
land, when a young man, and settled in the town acquired his education in the common schools,
working with his father in the vineyard in ·the
of Orange, New York.
George W. Wires, the father of William T., intervals. After reaching manhood's estate he
was born in Orange, New York, Oct. 8, 1808, engaged in fishing and sailing on the lakes. In
but later his parents removed to Ohio, settling 1874 he came to Pelee Island, and has spent the
near the town ·of Painesville. George W. Wires intervening years, with the exception of several
was reared to a farm life, and like the majority short visits to North Bass Island, in this localof the c11ildren in those days he received but ity. I n 1892 he married Miss Ida B. Baker, of
scanty educational advantages, but from exten- · Pelee Island, daughter of Peter and Sarah (Ricsive reading and association with men of affairs, ketts) Baker, of Terre Haute, Indiana, where
he became a very well informed man. As a boy Mrs. Wires was born, and where both her parents
he was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, but died while she was a child. She was reared by
the man with whom he was placed proved to be an aunt, Mrs. Maggie Scott. There are no child·
a hard taskmaster, and upon one occasion, when ren by this marriage.
he was sent to the woods to s~lect a sap trough
Soon after his marriage Mr. Wires took charge
in which to rock the baby, he ran away and of Mrs. Cummins ' fruit farm, and has been its
went to Painesville, where for four or five years efficient manager ever since, keeping her prohe ·was employed by a prominent merchant, perty in a high state of cultivation. I n politics
Charles C. Paine, with whom he found a con- he is ·a stanch Liberal. Fraternally he is a memgenial home. After this he drifted around the ber of the Knights of the Red Cross, and is excountry for some years, and for several years ceedingly popular in that organization. Enterfollowed the lakes as a sailor. For five years he prising, energetic, a hard worker and excellent
was on the Mississippi River. Upon his mar-· manager, Mr. Wires has made a success of his
riage he located· on Kelley's Island, where he work, and is very highly esteemed in his neighwas employed at farming for four years, when borhood. The family is well and widely known
be bought 130 acres of bush land on North Bass throughout this section, as both father and
I sland, being its first actual settler. There he grandfather were prominent and set a high
remained fot· a number of years, clearing his standard of excellence as moral men and excelproperty and improving it. About the close of lent business managers, and Mr. Wires is provthe war he sold this land in small tracts for vine- ing himself a worthy descendant of these t wo
yard purposes, some of it bringing him $300 per
most worthy men. Not only, however, is he
acre, although be had only paid $7 an acre for it. esteemed on their account, but be has already
He then purchased another tract of twenty-eight proven himself a stanch friend, a good neighbor,
acres, on the north side of the I sland, and· en- a progressive business man, and a sober, lawgaged in the vineyard and fruit culture. Here abiding citizen, and one deeply interested in
he r esided until his death, which event occurred the progress and development of his town and
in May, 1900, when he was ninety-one years and county.
seven months old. In 1872 he bought 300 acres
HUGH 1\(. JOHKSTON, a prosperous manuon Pelee I sland, but later disposed of same.
Mr. Wires married Susan Fox, who was born f acturer of doors, sash, blinds and building main ' Gosfield township, County Essex, Ont ., in terial, of Essex, County of Essex, was born at
Goderich, County of Huron, May 31, 1853, son
1821, daughter of John and Rachel (Stewar t)
Fox, of Pennsylvania Dutch and Scotch ances- of James and Elizabeth (McMath) J ohnston,
try, r espectively. Mrs. Wires is still living, pioneers of Goderich, both natives of Ireland.
aged eighty-three years, and resides on the old Mrs. ,Tohnston was the daughter of Hugh 1\IcCatholic cemetery on Pelee Island, where a beautiful monument marks his last resting place.
Mr. Cummins left a large estate, now possessed
by Mrs. Cummins, and, better than all, an untarnished name and a spotless r ecord.
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11:1ath, who came to Canada when she was a
child of nine years.
William Johnston, the grandfather of Hugh
11!., <lied in Ireland. His children who came to
Canada were: Robert, William and John, who
all three died in Huron ; 'fhomas, deceased;
James, deceased; Nancy, deceased, who married
Samuell\1cllvane, of I reland, and died in Huron,
Ont.; Jane, deceased, who married James McKnight, of the County of Huron.
J ames Johnston was a young man when he
emigrated to Canada, and he married at Kingston, Ont., after coming to the County of Huron,
in 1850, and then settled on bush land in Goderich township, County of Huron, where he made
a. p ermanent home, and where he and his wife
died, he in 1887, and she in 1884. They were
Presbyterians in religious faith. In politics Mr.
Johnston was a Conservative, but never aspired
to office, although he was a member of the school
hoard. He and his wife were the parents of
twelve children, o£ whom only six ar e living. We
have the following record of. this family: (1)
William J., born in 1851, grew up on the old
f arm, and came with our subject to Essex, and
engaged in sawmill work until 1897, when he and
se''eral others from Essex went to the Klondyke
flelds, and he i~ now there as a prospector; he
married Jennette Colenutt, and had ten children,
Sidney, Lottie, Hugh, Russell. Delbert, Ivan,
Garnet, Etta (deceased), Cecil and Alta. The
wife and children are in Essex. (2) Hugh M. is
mentioned below. t3) Elizabeth A., born in
1855, married John McMath, of Godel'ich, and
has three children, James J ., .!\..nnie and Joseph.
(4) Martha, born in 1857, married .Tohn Dodd,
of Goderich, and died leaving three children,
Lillie, and Thomas and Jane (twins), who have
been reared by their uncle, Hugh :M. ( 5) Ellen,
born in 1859, married William Andrews, of Goderich, and has five children, l\Iartha, J a1~es,
Hugh, Annie and Samuel. (6) Sarah, born in
1861, married John Graham, of Goderich, and has
three children: Lettie, Annie and Carrie. (7)
Samuel :M., born in 1863, is unmarried, and
Jives in Manitoba. (8) David, born in 1866, is
a contractor and builder at Sault Ste. Marie, on
the Canadian side; he has six children. (9)
R obert is deceased. (10) James died in young
manhood.
Hugh 111. Johnston gr ew t o manhood on the
old home in the County of Huron, and was educated in the little log schoolhouse, located on
land given by ' his father for that purpose in
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Goderich township. When nineteen years of
nge he began the battle of life without means,
but with plenty of ability and ener~y. He
and his brother William rented a latge farm
in Goderich township, where they farmed, and
became extensive stock dealers, selling their stock
to the Americans after the close of the Civil war
in the States, when cattle commanded very high
prices. In this way they gained their first start
as business men. Later, after years of success,
they erected one of the first salt works at Goderich, and were equally prosperous in that under·
taking. I n 1875 they sold their salt works and
farm, and located in E ssex, which was then a
small village. Just at this time the Michigan
Central road was in process of constrnction, and
these two young men engaged in the manufacture
of sawed lumber, owning one of the first mills
in this section. '!'hey continued in the manufacture of lumber until1880, when they er ected
a planing-mill in connection with their sawmill,
the firm being then known as Johnston Bros. In
1888 our subject purchased his brother 's interest
in the planing-mill, and has continued to operate it to the present t ime. H e is also interested
in real estate, owning 100 acres of fine farm land
near the t own.
Mr. Johnston is one of the leacling business
men of this city, having been one of its residents
since its incorporation as a town. He was elected
councilman at the incorporation, and still retains that honorable position. Since 1898 he
has been deputy reeve, and in 1898 he held the
office of mayor of Essex with dignity and honor.
IIis brother Charles has been a member of the
school boat·d for twelve years. P olitically Mr .
Johnston has always been a Consen·ative, as
have been his f ather and brothers. Religiously
he has been a member, as well as supporter , of
the Presbyterian Church for many years. J?ratcrnally he is a 1\fason, and is very active in the
ot·der.
On Dec. 30, 1903, in H amilton, Ont:, 1\fr.
Johnston married Miss Ida Lewis, who was born
at Weiland, Ont., daughter of William and
~f<>rcy ('filby) Lewis, natives, respecth·ely, of
Syracuse, New York, and Ontario, who now
reside in Weiland, Ont. 1\fr. Johnston is one of
Essex county's most prosperous and highly
esteemed citizens.
FREDERI CK C. BARTO~, a general merchant and leading business man of Staples, Mersea township, Connty of Essex, Oot., was born
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in London, England, Nov. 2, 1863, son of David
Milton Barton. 'l'he latter was born in the same
metropolis, and was a carriage painter by trade,
but during the latter years of his life he devoted
himself to the mixing of colors and butchering
business, which work caused the failure of his
health, and he died in the prime of life, aged
forty-seven years. H e was a firm adherent of
the Church of England. David M. Barton mat·rieu Mariah Oden, and nine children were born
to them. After the death of her husband Mrs.
Barton came to Canada with some of her.children, spending her declining years at Staples,
where she died in May, 1898; her remains were
interred in the Alliance cemetery.
Frederick C. Barton was but nine years of
age when his father died, but he was given the
advantage of attending the schools of his native
city, and was brought by his mother to Canada
in 1873. He found employment in the saw and
stave milLe; during the winters and on the farms
in and about Belleville during the summer, and
for ££teen years he continued al~ng these lines.
From there he came to Chatham, and worked
in the stave mills for five years. From that city
he went to Detroit, and spent t\vo years in varions cities in Michigan, working ·in mills. The
next change he made was to Merlin, Ont., where
he embarked in a livery business. At the same
time he worked in a stave mill as jointer for
seven years. Selling out his livery business, he
came to Fargo, and once more conducted a livery
business for two years, when, in 1891, he located
at Staples, and started a livery business, the £rst
in the village. He also worked as a jointer, later
becoming foreman, in t he Buchanan Stave Company, continuing with this company for two
years, when he embarked in his general merchandise store, establishing it in a handsome
brick building he had purchased. Until 1901
he continned to conduct his livery business, but
the increasing demands of his mercantile concern being too great, he sold the livery business.
From time to time Mr. Barton has bought and ·
sold r~nl estate, and has become quite an expert
along· that line, his advice being sought whenevP.r a purchase or sale is made. In politics he
ir independent, and has never sought for office.
Fraternally he is a member of the Order of Foresters, and is very popular in that organization.
His religious affiliations are with the Church of
England.
~tfr. Barton was married, in Merlin, Sept. 17,
1886, to Elizabeth Stevenson, born in Belle
River, March 14, 1867, daughter of Andrew and

Clarissa (Brown) Stevenson, of Scotch extraction, both deceased, while Mrs. Barton was still
a child. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Barton are: Ethel Beatrice, Stillman David, Clarence Ida, Beulah 1\[aria, Nellie Mac, Eva Pearl,
Lily Viola, Everett Clarence, all living. Both
1\Ir. and Mrs. Barton are fond of flowers and
birds, and their beautiful home is surrounded
by flowers, carefully cultivated, while Mr. Barton has many rare birds, of which he is justly
proud. The r eally remarkable success which
has attended l\fr. Barton is, after all, but the
natural result of native ability, intelligently applied. He has never shirked hard, unrelenting
work, and has known how to invest his savings,
so that to-day the once penniless boy is one of
the leading men of his village, and one of the
most highly r espected.
ALEXANDER DAWSO~, an enterprising
farmer of Gosfield South, County of Essex,
comes of an old and honored family of that
locality.
Thomas Dawson, the father of Alexander,
and a half-brother of William Dawson, of Romn ey township, was born in Durham, Devonshire,
England, Jan. 16, 1815, and was a little child
when the family came to America. In time his
parents settled on Government land in Romney
township, County of Kent, where young Thomas
grew to manhood, enduring privations and conquering difficulties which can scarcely be imagined at this day. When twenty-one, in company
with his brother J oseph, he walked to the home
of Col. 'l'albot in the County of Elgin, and
asked him for a grant of land in Romney township. This they secured, and upon their return
to this township, settled upon their property,
and resided together until 1849, when Thomas
sold his interest to Joseph, and removed to Gasfield township, County of Essex, buying from
Christopher Wigle 100 acres on Lot 9, Concession 3. The farm was wild, only five acres of it
having been cultivated, but a log house had been
built upon it, and into this the family moved,
and made it their home until1852, when Thomas
erected his stone cottage. He cleared up the
land, devoting his attention to farming. H e was
a man of more than ordinary intelligence, was
a. great reader, and for many years was a subscriber to the Globe-good evidence that he was
a Grit. For nearly £fty years he served as justice of the peace. As a member of the Methodist
Church, he took an active part in the affairs of
the church from the time of his conversion at
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the age of sixteen until his death, sening for
many years as a church officer. During the Rebellion of 1837, he served as captain of a company which for one winter was stationed at
Belle River and Amberstbut•g.
While living in Romney township, County of
Kent, Thomas Dawson mal'l'ied 1\Iary Jane, who
was born Aug. 8, 1818, daughter of 1\Iichael G.
Wigle; she died Sept. 30, 1897, and he passed
away July 24, 1903. The children born of this
marriage were: Michael, born April 2, 1839,
lived at Detroit, and died June 2, 1901; he married Annie Cow, and they had children, Oliver,
Delbert, Sidney, Bert, Cinderella and Edna.
John, born Aug. 16, 1841, died Sept. 23, 1842.
Dencey, born July 12, 1845, died Jan. 30, 1899;
sno married John Bruner, and their children
were, Elizabeth, I da, Irene, Watson and William.
James, born Aug. 7, 1846, died the same day.
Solomon, born June 29, 1848, lives in Michigan;
he married l\fary Quick, and their children' are:
John, Edith, Lawrence and Orley. Mary Ann,
born June 6, 1849, married J oseph Knight, of
Detroit, and their children are, Lilly, Edward,
Mary, Frank and J essie. Alexander, born March
4, 1851, married, Jan. 20, 1874, Mary A. Thompson. Sarah A., born July 22, 1852, married
Theodore Bruner, and their children are, Clarence, Mary E., Kenneth, 'Maud, May and Dencie.
Judith E., born Dec. 25, 1854, married Michael
Fulmer, of Mersea township, and bas nine children, Beulah, Pearl, James G., Charles, Norah,
Flossie, Mary, Earl and Howard. Maranda,
born March 5, 1857, married Alfred Jeffrey, of
Lenox, Michigan, and their children are, Mary,
Colon and George. Colon F., born Sept. 25,
1859, resides at Vancouver, B.C., in the hotel
business; he married Edith Broadwell, and their
children are, Beulah and Thelma. Kenneth,
born Jan. 21, 1864, occupies the homestead; he
married Deruther Brooker, and had children,
Ethel (deceased), Irene, Ada (deceased) and
Glen.
Alexander Dawson was born in Gosfield
South, County of Essex, March 4, 1851, and
grew to man hood on the home place. While the
greater portion of the property was cleared when
he was old enough to take part in the work, he
broke up the last field. Until1879 bo remained
at home, but at that time, he purchased fifty
acres, Lot 6, Concession 3, and began farming
fot himself on a tract that was wild land. Some
fifteen acres had been chopped, but he had to
grub out the trees to make a site for his house of
brick, that is still occupied. Later he bought
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another fifty acres, and has the great r part of
his 100 acres aleared. He had great difficulty
in placing his land under cultivation, for stones
were plenty, and much of the land was a mat·sh,
but handwork and tiles finally conquered and
his farm is now one of the best in the neighborhood. \Yhen he took charge of his property, his
taxes were tlll'ee dollars a year, while last yeat·
he paid $136 on the same land. However, it was
easier to raise the larger amount. In addition
to farming 1\Ir. Dawson operated a threshing
machine for twelve years. P olitically he is a
Grit, and for nine year·s he served as school trustee. He and his family are consistent members
of the 1\lethodist Church at Ruthven.
On Jan. 20, 1874, Mr. Dawson was united in
marriage with Mary Ann Thompson, born in
Houghton county, 1\lichigan, a daughter of John
and 1\!ary Ann (Dent) Thompson. Mrs. Dawson 's parents came to :Michigan ft•om England
in 1850, and she was but four years of age when
her mother died, and her father passed away in
Mersea township, aged seventy-nine years. 'fo
1\Ir. and 1\Irs. Dawson the following family has .
been born: Thomas T., born March 11, 1875, is
now a merchant of Ruthven. George Dent, born
Aug. 15, 1877, married Flossie Wigle, and is at
home. 1\fary Elizabeth, born in June, 1880, died
at the age of nine days. Cora Jane was born
Aug. 25, 1881. Frederica was born Feb. 25,
1884:. Stanley was born June 22, 1886, while
1\lary Ann was born June 10, 1891.
Although his private affairs have so occupied
his time that he has never taken an active part
in political affairs, Mr. Dawson is very firm in
his opinions, and supports his candidates loyally
and faithfully. He is an earnest, hard-working,
honorable gentleman, an excellent farmer, and
a man who enjoys the confidence and approval
of his friends and business associates. His family occupy a prominent position socially, and the
pleasant home of the Dawsons is a favorite
gathering place, all appreciating the genial, generous hospitality shown all alike.
J Al\[E·s H. BROWN, formerly a well-known
pnblic school teacher and now a successful
farmer in Colchester South, County of Essex,
was born in the County of Oxford, Feb. 13,
1833, son of Jesse and I sabella ( Hossack)
Brown.
James Brown, grandfather of James II., was
a native of Scotland, who grew to manhood in
his native land, and there married Janet Marshall. They emigrated to Canada, and settled
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in the County of Oxford, Ont., where he died at
an advanced age.
J esse Brown was born in the Lowlands of
Scotland and came with his parents to the
County of Oxford, Ont., where he became successful and prominent. He held many local offices,
among them that of license inspector. He died
in 1884, aged seventy-four, and his wife, I sabella Hossack, a native of the Scotch Highlands,
in 1860, aged sixty. They were members of the
Presbyterian Church.
Their children were:
James II.; Thomas, a farmer in the County of
O~ford; John, of Portland, Oregon; and Mary,
deceased wife of Hector :McKenzie.
James II. Brown attended the common schools
in Ingersoll, after which he took a second-class
certificate when only eighteen, and began t eaching in his native county, continuing in this calling for three years. In 1857 he went to Toronto
and attended the Normal School, being one of the
members of its eighteenth session, and completed
his course with honor. He then taught school
for thirteen years, under a pet·manent certi£.cate, teaching in the Counties of Middlesex· and
Oxford. In 1871 M:r. Brown took a school in
Colchester South, County of Essex, teaching two
years in Section 2, and two years in Section 6,
axter which he purchased a farm on Lot 19, in
the Gore of Colchester South township, consisting of fifty acres, a portion of which was improved. As soon as he gained possession of it, he
worked upon the property, making many improvements, erecting buildings and in every way
adding to its value. There he farmed from 1874
until 1900, nt which time he moved to Harrow
village, wher e he now lives retired.
In 1874 Mr. Brown was married to Louisa
Sophia, youngest daughter of the late Lenox
and Margaret (Lochart) Thompson, the former
of whom served as county and township treasurer
foJ; many years. To this marriage has been born
one daughter, Jessie, who married Robert Martin,
of Colchester South, and they have one son,
James Walter. Mr. Brown is a Reformer in
polities, and a very widely-read man. . For the
past forty years he has taken the Globe, and
takes pride in keeping well posted on current
events. He bas served as a member of the township council, and is now serving his ninth year
as treasurer of the township. In 1884 he was
appointed justice of the peace, and has continued in that office to the present time. In religious matters he is a member of the Presbyterian. Church, and is'a const~nt attendant .tlpon the
services of that body. Few men are more highly

esteemed than Mr. Bwwn. From his sturdy
Scotch ancestry he inherits many of the qualities which characterize him to-day, and have
contributed so largely toward his material suc.
cess.
FRANK HUTTON. A leading business
citizen of Windsor, who has long been identified
with commercial enterprises in the County of
Bssex, is Frank Hutton, manager of the Windsor 'rable Supply Company, of Windsor, which,
since January, 1900, bas enabled the 'housewives
to supply their tables not only with the necessities, but with the dainties and delicacies of
every clime.
Mr. Hutton is descended from one of the
early families of the County of Essex, his father,
John Hutton, having been born in 1803, in
Yorkshire, England. In 1832 he came to the
County of Essex, and tlstablished a grocery bnsi·
ness in the vicinity of Walkerville, removing
the same later to Detroit, but r eturning to this
county in 1836. Locating at Windsor, he took
charge of a hotel named the "British Lion,"
which was located upon the present site of the
''Crawford House.'' The building was subsequently moved across the adjacent street, enlarged and renovated, and r echristened the
"Windsor Castle." Mr. IIutton continued in
the hotel business until his death, in 1872, caused
by a lamentable accident. While taking a stroll
across the street, in the dark, he inadvet·tently
stepped into a sewer, which the negligence of employes had left open and unprotected, and he
did not recover from the injuries he had received.
To the first marriage of J ohn Hutton was born
one daughter. His second marriage was to Mrs.
(1\Iason) Billinger, and to this union were born
the following children: Albert, William, Robert,
Phoebe, John, Elizabeth, Frank, Xellie and
Fanny. The estimable mother of this family was
born in 1817, daughter of Robert :\Jason, ancl
died in 1862. The third marriage of Mr. H utton
was to Mrs. (Hirons) Billyarc]s, and three children were born to this union, namely: Hannah,
Thomas and Charles.
Frank Hutton was born Aug. 20, 1853, in
Windsor, where he obtained his education. !lis
first business engagement was as a clerk with
the firm of Cameron & Thornburn, later '!'hornburn & Gibson, with whom he remained for four
years. In' 1875 he embarked in a grocery business for' himself, on Sandwich Street West,
Windsor, soon removing to a better location on
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Sandwich Street East, n eat• the City H all, where
he continued for two years, at this time entering
i nto the employ of the well-known firm of Smith
& Dnck, and r emaining with them for twelve
years. .Mr. Hutton then went into business on
his own account at 38-40 Ouellette avenue, where
h e was located for five years, selling out then to
J. A. Dougall, and a t>hott time later v.·ent to
Detroit, but returned to County l~ssex two and
one-h alf years later, forming a partnership of
short dur ation with )l r. Duck, in W indsor. In
J an uary, 1900, ~lr. Hutton established what is
aptly lmown as the W inclso1· T able Supply Company, which has filled a long-felt want, and
which Mr. H utton's business experience and fortunate connections and facilities, enable him to
successfully carry on. It pronlises to be one of
the l eading lines in the city, and furnishes a
congenial avenue for l\Ir. Hutton 's well-known
energy and· good judgment.
'l'he first marriage of !<"rank Hutton took
p lace in 1875, t o Miss Ella Watson, daughter of
L ewis Watson, of Denton, Michigan, and to this
nnion were born thrc~ ch ildren, namely : ·walter,
Frank and R. J. The mother died in 1877. In
1879 J\Ir. Hutton was united in marriage with
)Iiss A. A. Coleman, daughter of J;incoln Coleman1 and one son, Lincoln G., has been born to
this marriage. B oth Mr. and Mrs. Hutton belong
to the 1\Iethodist Church, and are among its most
liberal supporters. Politically, Mr. IIntton iR a
Reformer. The ·family is very well and favorably known in Ontario, all, with the exception
of John, still surviving, although Frank is the
only member who is a resident of the County
of Essex.
JAMES HOWIE, serving his township of
Colch ester South, County of . E ssex, for the
sev(>nth year as reeve, is a native of Scotland.
R obert Howie, his father, was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, where he grew t o manhood and
m arried. He engaged in farming and passed his
life among his native hills, dying in December,
1900, aged seventy-four. His wife, Marian Stenson, who was also born in Ayrshire, died in Oct ober, 1902, aged sixt y-eight. They were members of the Presbyterian Church. They had children as follows: Robert, of Ayrshire, a conductor on the railroad, is mat·ried and has a family;
James is mentioned below; Marian, of Ayrshire,
married John Gray, a large stock and dairy
farmer, and h as eight children; :Mary married
!Alexander Campbell, of Ayrshire, and has three
children; and Andrew (married) is a farmer in
35
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Oregon. Of this family J ames, our liubject, was
the only one to emigrate.
James H owie, a brother of Hobt·r·t, ('ame to
Canada nearly sixty y ears ngo, he b1·ing the first
of the name to locate 5o Colches ter South.
J ames H owie was born in .Ayrshire, Scotlaucl,
Sept. 15, 1851, and until he was sixt1•en Y<'<trs
of age rcsilled i n his native country. Titer·~ h~
went to the common schools. In 18Gi he came
to Canada, making his home with his l'ncle
J ames in Colchester South. H e diu not attend
school after coming to Ontario, but wor·ked upon
the farm. .At the age of twenty-t\ro y1•ars he
went to Gordon 1\IcCanon 's farm, an<.l conducted
it fo1· five yent·s, and at the end of that time his
ncphew-Du,·id Ilowie-and wife having tlieu,
leaving tht·ee r-;mall d aughters, h e took up his
resid('JlC1! on that farm, and reared the orphans
wit h his own family, giving them the t ender care
of a father. In 1898 he mo,·ed from the Da vid
lfo\\'ie farm to the place once owned by his
wife's fathet·, a p r·operty of seventy-five acres,
to which he has ad dell until the tract now comprises 130 acres, and he now owns i n addition 100
acr<'s in the 3rd Concrssion·. He is one of the
t>xtcnsi\·~ farm C'rs of the township, making a
specialty of stock raising and tobacco growinghaving at least five acres o f the latter each year.
Through enterprise and application, he bas become one of the most pr·osperous r esidents of
the township.
1\fr. Howie is a stanch member of the Reform
party, but prior to his el ection as reeve he did
not seek office. From the fact that be has b een
continuously in office since his first election it is
evident that he is the right man in the ri~ht
place. Religiously h e is a Presbyterian; and fraternally he is an Odd F ellow.
In March, 1883, Mr. H owie was married to
:\fi~s Lydia H owie, dan~hter of James H owie,
and to this union the f ollowing family has been
born: Eliza, Roy, ~!ina, A gnes, Allen, BcatricC',
Olive and J ean, and one that died unnamed.
Tho~e living are all at home, very bris:rht )·onn~
p eople. The three orphans r eared by )fr. Howie
are: ' Vinnie, wife of William Craig, who resides
on the David Howie farm; Ada. a teacher of
music; and Maggie, who married Oscar L ons·
bnry, and lives on an adjoining farm.
JOHN JOUPP, a prosperous farmer of P elee
Island, County Essex, was born in County Perth,
Ont., March 20, 1856, a r;on of J ohn and Mary
(WC'stgate) J onpp. and is one of their six surviving children: Charles, of Kansas; )fary, wife
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of John l\lcXearin, of County Perth, Ont.; John;
Rosa A., a widow, residing in Xew York; Harriet, widow of Henry Feltz, of Pelee Island; and
Louise, who married Frank Elliott, of Mitchell,
County Perth.
John Joupp, the father, was born in Sussex,
England, of wealthy parents, and for years was
connected with the army, during the early years
of Queen Victoria's reign being a member of her
bodyguard. After his marriage he came to Canada, settling in County Perth, where he engaged
in farming. He died while his son John, our
subject, was still a child, and his wife followed
him some six months later.
At the death of his parents John Joupp, our
subject, was taken by a neighbor, John Barley,
who undertook to raise the lad. For four years
young John remained with l\Ir. Barley, and then
be went to the town of Listowel, and secured employment in a saw and grist mill, continuing thus
some eighteen months. He then went to Ohio,
where he found more remunerative employment
at machine work and railroad bridge-building.
For eleven years he thus worked, his territory
extending over twenty-four States. About 1877
l\Ir. J oupp came to Pelee Island and engaged
in timbering, cutting and shipping the timber.
He also ran a threshing machine during the summer months, and finally he engaged in farming,
which he has followed successfully ever since.
He owns two farms, his home place of fortyone acres and another of forty-eight acres, and
he is one of the best known and most reliable
men of the I sland. In politics he is a stanch Con$ervative,· but he has never sought or desired
office. His wife and children are consistent members of the Church of England. Fraternally Mr.
Joupp is a member of the K.O.T.l\1. lodge, and
he is one of the most popular members of that
organization.
In 1887 Mr. Joupp married Miss Maggie Wil.
son, of Pelee Island, who was born at P eterboro,
Ont. Seven children have come to Mr. and Mrs.
Joupp; Elva L., Mary B., 1\Iyrtle I., Lilly 1\f.,
Grace :M:., ·and Eva B. and Lloyd B. (twins), the
first twins born on the Island.
HUBERT W. WIGLE, an extensive farmer
of. Gosfield South. has served as mayor of the
village of Kingsville, and is one of the leading
men of the township. His grandfather was John
Wigle, who married Susanna Scratch, and among
their children was Adam R. Wigle.
· Adam R. Wi~le was born June 14, 1824, ~:m
Lot 2, South-eastern Division of Gosfield town-

ship, ·where he began for himself upon 200 acres,
comprising Lot 2, of his father's estate, and h~
worked steadily, clearing oil' his land. First, he
occupied a log house, as did the majority of the
settlers, and lived in it for t en years, when in
April, 1857, he completed the solid stone house
now occupied by our subject. Upon this large
property Adam R. Wigle carried on general
farming, and he lived to see all his land cleared
and placed in a good state of cultivation. His
death occurred at the home place, Oct. 16, 1888.
Politically he was a sturdy Grit, and he served
his township as tre~,tsurer for four years. In r eligious belief he was a :Methodist, and ·took a
prominent part in the affairs of that Church,
serving for years as class leader, trustee and
steward.
On Dec. 1, 1846, J\lr. Wigle was united in
maniage with Lucinda L. Buchanan, who survives him and makes her home with Hubert
Wigle. She was born in Colchester township,
Jan. 18, 1829, daughter of John Buchanan, a
pioneer resident of that township. To them were
born the following children: (1) Almeron, who
died aged thirty-three years, married (:first)
Laura Van Orman, by whom he had two children, Florence and Percival; he married (second)
Linda Harris, who also bore him two children,
{(eland and Louie. (2) Adeline married Rev.
Thomas Gee, of Illinois, and has two sons, Roy
and Forest. (3) Caroline, whose death occurred in 1874, married · (first) Harry Hillis, of St. Thomas, Ont.; and (second) George
Robbin, of Rednersville, Ont. (4) Margaret,
who died aged forty years, married James
Doane, a druggist of Kingsville, and had three
children, Gertrude, Nina, and Harry. (5) Hubert W.
Hubert W. Wigle, the' youngest of the family, was born in the stone house he now occupies,
June 24, 1857, and grew up on the home place,
enjoying the advantages of the village school.
At his father's death he came into possession of
the farm, on which he carries on gene.ral farming. He is one of the most progressive and ambitious farmers of the township. Like his father
before him he is a Grit in political views. In
1893 and 1894, he served as a member of the
township council, and in 1895, 1896 and 1897,
he was reeve of Kingsville. For eight years he
served as member of the school board. He, his
wife and children are all memhers of the Methodist Church, and Mrs. Wigle is leader of the
choir, while his daughter is the organist.
In 1880 Mr. Wigle wa.s married to Almeda.
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Baslaugh, of the County of Oxford, Ont., who
was born Dec. 28, 1861, daughter of Charles and
Sarah· (Durkey) Baslaugh. One daughter, Flossie B., a roost charming and accomplished young
lady, has been born of this ..marriage. Fraternatcy 'lllr. Wigle is a :Mason, a member of the
Modern Workmen and Foresters, all of Kingsville, and he is very highly respected by a wide
circle of friends.
J A'l\IES WHITE, formerly a well known
farmer of Mersea townshif}, now living r etired,
is one of the oldest citizens of that township,
where he was born and has passed his entire life.
He was a pioneer among pioneers, and is a
worthy descendant of his sturdy Scotch for~ars,
being noted for his unswerving honesty and up~
rightness of character.
James White, father of James, was the first
of the family to leave Scotland, coming to Canada when a young man and locating in Mersea
township. He obtained Lot No. 236, of the Talbot Grant, on what is now Talbot Street, a tract
of 200 acres, on which be erected a log house and
·began l1is pioneer life. By unremitting industry and hard labor he cleared a portion of the
homestead, and passed the rest of his life there,
engaged in farming. He died in 1853, at the age
of sixty-five, and was buried in the family lot
on the farm, an old willow tree marking his last
resting place. He and his wife were members of
St. John's English Church, of which be was one
of the founders. lie married, in Mersea township, Phoebe Walton, who died when nearly
eighty-seven years of age, and is buried beside
her husband. She was a devoted wife and
mother, a true Christian woman, and shared uncomplainingly all the hardships and privations
of pioneer life. The children of this union were
as follows: Betsey (deceased), who married John
Robinson; Mary (deceased), who married
Thomas Hodgson; J ane (deceased), who married
Russell Fo::t, of Mersea township; Nancy (deceased), who married Absalom Jones; Phoebe,
who married Major Thomas M:. Fox, of Wheatley; James, who is mentioned below; John, also
mentioned below, who lives on the home farm;
and George, a r etired farmer, who lives in
Leamington.
·
James White was born in the old log house at
the homestead, on Talbot Street South, Sept. 1,
1833. As a boy he attended school from three
to six months out of the year, in the school house
made of hewn logs, which was the educational
centre of the township. Many of his school com-
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paoions at·e still living-venerable and respected
men. Mr. White assisted his father o~ the home
farm until the death of the latter, after which
he and his brothers continued to carry on the
place and care for their widowed mother. Later
the farm was divided between the three brothers,
James taking the east seventy-five a.cres, where
he continues to live. '!'here he began farming ou
his own account, making extensive improvements, including the erection of a brick dwelling
house and good frame barns. His farm is carefully managed and is kept in a high state of cultivation, reflecting gt·eat credit upon the skill
and sagacity 'Of its o·wner. Mr. White is a man
of domestic tasteE !lnd temperate habits, a true
Christian and a devoted father. He is a member
of Wesley Church, on Talbot Street, which he
helped to organize, and of 'vhich be h as served
as steward. He married, Jan. 8, 1855, :Mary Alice
Setterington, who was born in Mersea township,
daughter of John Setterington. She died Jan.
14, 1888, at the age of fifty-six, and is buried in
Lake View Cemetery. She also was a member
of Wesley Church. To Mr and Mrs. White ten
children were born as follows: (1) Clarinda married Isaac Jeffery, of Leamington, and they have
two children, l\IcDonald and Percival H. (2)
John J., who is a contractor and builder, of
Wheatley, married Lucy Lamarsh, and they have
had six children, Ruby, Marvin, Arthur, Everett
(deceased), Gordon and Lena. (3) Jane married Arthur La marsh and lives in Wheatley;
they have two childr~n, Mabel and Clayton. ( 4)
Colon, who is a ranchman in the North-West
Territory, married Mary Delaurier. ( 5) Mary·
E. married Herbert Campbell; of Mersea to\vnship, and has had t\vo children, Verne and Vera,
both now deceased. (6) Ralph, who lives in lifersea township, married Mary Craig, and they
have had five children, Charles, Harry, Grace,
Jennie and Oscar. (7) Sarah, who married
Daniel Kenyon, has one child, Ray, and lives
with her father. (8) Prince Albert, who lives
on the homestead, married Lavinia Wickwire,
and they have two children, Inia and Ethel. (9)
Laura married Jefferson Stockwell, of Leamington and has two children, Arvilla C. and Glenn.
(10) Cora, married Thomas McCray, a ranchman in the North-West Territory, and bas one
son, IIugh W.
JOHN WHITE; brother of James, was born on
the homestead Sep.t . 12, 1837, and like his
brother attended school in the log schoolhouse. lie
was only sixteen when his father died, and remained on the home farm until the property ~·as
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divided, and he received the seventy-five acres
in the southwestern part of the original tract.
'fhere he has lived ever since, engaged in tobacco
growing and in general farming. H e has
erected a fine brick dwelling house, and made
other extensive improvements, and is prosperous and successful in his chosen occupation.
Like his brother he is widely known and respected for his business capacity and his honorable dealings with all men, and is one of the
highly respected citizens of his locality. He is
a man of domestic tastes and temperate habits.
In politics he is a Conservative. H e is a member
of Wesley Church, which he helped to organize,
and which owes much to his interest in its work
and welfare. He has served as steward and
trustee of the church, has been a t eacher in the
Sunday School, and acted as assistant superint endent. He is a member of the Agricultural
Society, and belongs to the Ancient Order of ·
United Workmen. He married (first) in 1861,
Susan Malott, daughter of J oseph Malott, and
they had the following children: Emily, who
married Wellington F ranklin, of Romney township, Kent County; Frederick, who is a farmer
in Mersea township, Concession 5; Culbert, who
is also a farmer in Mersea township; Ward, who
is a ranchman in North-West Territory; and
Susan, who died young. Mrs. Susan (Malott)
White, who was a member of the Methodist
Church, died in 1873, and is buried in Lake View
Cemetery. :Mr. White subsequently married
(second) Harriet Malott, daughter of Jonas
Malott, and they reside on. the homestead. They
have one son, Edmund James, who married
Ethel Campbell, and lives at home with his parents. All the family are highly respected for
their many excellent qualities, and they have a
wide circle of friends.
GEORGE PATILLO, a prominent and successful farmer and cheese manufacturer of
l\Taidstone, County of Essex, residing in the
Concession of the !.Jake, Lot 4, was born at Detroit, Michigan, Aug. 12, 1836, son of Andrew
and Elizabeth (Scrimgeaur) Patillo, both of
whom were born in Perthshire, Scotland, he in
1801, and she in 1790. They were reared and
married in Scotland, and came to New York on
a sailing-vessel, the voyage consuming three
months, the vessel being driven back three different times by the storms. ;From New York
the parents came over the Erie canal to Detroit,
and the f ather did his first work in the new
country in a sawmill. He was the first wood saw-

yer to do work in Detroit, where he remaineJ
for a few years, and then came to Maidstone,
pru·chasing 100 acres on the lake front. lie
cleared up his property, and was also engag·ed
in whipsawing work all over this section of the
country. As time went on, he became the owner
of lalte scows and boated wood to Detroit, carrying on this business for some thirty years. Ilis
home was -made on his original property, and
there he died in 1875, his wife surviving him '
until1878. Both were consistent members of t he
Presbyterian Church, and Mr. Patillo was among
the most prominent men of this section in the
church of that denomination. Politically he was
a strong Grit, and for thirteen years served very
acceptably as reeve of l\Iaidstone, and for many
years occupied a seat in the district council. He
became very prominent in local affairs, and was
a substantial and highly respected business man
of this locality. 'l'hree children were born to
himself and wife: (1) J ames, the eldest, was
born in Scotland in 1825, and received his early
education in his native land, and later attended
the schools of Detroit. H e married l\Iiss Mary
Struthers, of l\faidstone, dau·ghter of James
Struthers, a native of Glasgow, who came to
Canada at an early day, and settled at Maid-·
stone, near the lake front, where he engaged in
farming and sailing on the lakes during the
summer seasons. James Patillo died in 1876,
and he left a wido\v and two children,-Mary E.
and Annie, the former of whom married Peter
Corbet, a farmer of Maidstone, and they have a
family; while Annie married William Angus, of
Maidstone, and has two children, Walter and
May. (2) Catherine, born in New York on the
way to Canada, never married, and died at
Windsor in 1903. Very benevolent, she reared
three children, giving them a high school education. She was a very highly esteemed lady,
who took an active part in church and charitable
work. (3) George was t he third and youngest.
George P atillo was r eared in 'Maidstone,
·where he received a district school education,
and from the time he was old enough to t ake
charge of the farm, he was its manager. In
1856, he bought his present home on the lake
front, the land being then in a wild condition,
but he immediately begau clearing it off, and
now has one of the finest farms in the County of
Essex. Upon it, in 1864, he erected a fine brick
residence, comfortably fitted with modern conveniences.
In January, 1867, Mr. George Patillo married
Miss Victoria Grant, born in Maidstone, in F eb-
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ruary, 1843, daughter of Capt. Duncan and word is as good as another 's bond. .Although a
Janet (Reside) Grant, who came from Scotland mao advanced in years, he is very active, and
and were among the early and prominent fam- superintends the details of his work, and is well
ilies of Maidstone. 1\Ir. and 1\Irs. Grant were informed upon cunent matters. In chatting
reared and married in Scotland, coming to Can- with friends, Mr. Patillo often relates many
ada at an early day, and first settling at Toronto, entertaining incidents of pioneer life, which are
but later they came to the County of Essex, worthy of record. During a long and useful
Mr. Grant acting as agent for the Lairds of Scot- life he has been honorable in his dealings '"ith
land, who had large tracts of land in Canada. his fellow-men, and has won the confidence an<.l
·l\Ir. Grant made a permanent home at !\Iaitlstone, respect of all who have come into contact with
where he was killed by a vicious bull in 1885. h1m.
H is wife passed away in April, 1900. They were
the parents of eight children: Mary married
ROllERT GARLICK, a prominent and sucAdam Martindale, deceased, of 1\Iaidstone; Jane, cessful farmer of Colchester North, County Esborn in Canada, married Charles IIarris, de- sex, situated on Lot 21, town line, was born Feb.
ceased, of Saginaw, Michigan, and had four chil- 15, 1843, in Derbyshire, E ngland, a son of
dren; Arthur, born in 1\raidstone, is a lumber- Thomas and Hannah (Robinson) Garlick, both
·man of Saginaw, 'Michigan, and has five chil- of whom were born in Derbyshire.
Thomas Garlick was r eared and married in
dren; Chal'les, deceased, married a Miss Orpha
Gill, of Michigan, settled in 1\Iaidstone, where his native shire, and became an operator in the
he died in 1893, leaving a wife and four chil- cotton mills prior to coming to the Dominion,
dren; Victoria, Mrs. Patillo, was reared in Maid- being foreman in a large mill in Cheshire. In
stone; Ellen married Donald McPherson, of 1863 l1e emigrated with his family to Canada,
Chatham, and has three children ; Duncan, de- coming by way of Quebec, and their first location
ceased, married Miss Alice Bridges, of England, \vas at Westminster, in County E lgin, Mr.
Garlick joining a brother, Robert Garlick, who ·
~Settled ori the lake shore homestead, where he
died in 1899, leaving one son, Donald Oraut; had settled in that county some years preWilliam was born in Maidstone, is unmarried, Yiously. These brothers, Thomas and Robert
and is a transfer agent of Saginaw, Michigan.
Garlick, were both sons of Thomas Garlick, who
i\fr. and l\Irs. Patillo settled on their present spent his days in England, where the r est of
home, in the comfor table r esidence he had built, his children r emained also. Robert settled near
and by hard work and great thrift, they have Aldborough, County Elgin, and became a sucbecome wealthy and highly r espected. 'l'hree cessful farmer, living there until his death, a
children have been born to them: George D., few years ago.
Thomas Garlick, father of our subject, reborn at the present home, Nov. 7, 1867, received
a fair education, and is still unmarried, and mained in the neighborhood of Westminster until
his father's right hand in the management of his death, in 1876. His wife did not long suraffairs; Emma, born in August, 1869, married vive h er change of home and different conditions
Henry Arnald, who r esides on the town line of ot living, dying in 1865, leaving five children,
Maidstone and Sandwich; Charles A., born in namely: Charles, born in 1840, married :Mis.<;
September, 1873, married Lotta Martin and Eliza Wigley, of County Elgin, and settled near
Aldborough, where he still resides ; he has a famhas a daughter, P earl V.
In addition to his homestead, 1\Ir. Patillo ily of seven children, Thomas E ., Robert A.,
owns 150 acres in 1\Iaidstone, and is quite ex- Charl~s W., Naomi, Zilla, Clara and Charlotte.
tensively engaged in the maoufactut·e of cheese, Robert is the second member of the family.
his product finding a r eady sale in the local William E ., born in. 1846, married and settled
markets. Politically, Mr. P atillo is a member near his brother in the vicinity of Aldboron{lh,
of the Reform party, and for several years has and still resides there on his farm ; he has had
been a trustee of schools. Religiously he and his three children, John W., Minnie (deceased) and
wife and family are members of the Presbyter- Mary A. Mary A., born in 1848, in the old
ian Church, which stands on a portion of his home in England, married William Grainger, of
farm, he donating the land for this purpose on Aldborough, and both are deceased ; they are
the lake front. Mr. Patillo is one of the very survived by three daughters, Hannah, :Mary A.
prominent farmers and manufacturers of ~faid and Lillie. Thomas, born in 1852, married
stone, is a man of substance and r eliability, whose (first) a Miss Gram, of County Elgin, and they
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had one son, Ray; he married for his second
wife a Miss Auskins, and they left Canada and
sought a new home in North Dakota, .but later
made a wagon journey to 1\Iissouri, where he is
engaged in hotelkecping.
Robert Garlick was educated in England and
there learned the trade of cotton spinner, which
he followed until he accompanied his parents
to Canada. He also had a short experience in
railroading. After locating in County Elgin
he learned to be a farmer and, liking the business, determined to continue in it and to become
possessed of one of the fertile tracts of the Dominion. He settled on a farm in County Elgin
and r emained there until 1877, when he moved
to County Essex, where he purchased a tract of
wild land on the town line of Colchester North.
Here he has cleared up a 'large farm and has
made a good home.
On Feb. 10, 1869, Mr. Garlick married, in
County Elgin, Annie M. Stinson, who was born
Sept. 11, 1849, at Oakville, Canada, a daughter
of William and Eliza Stinson, pioneers near
Aldborough. Mrs. Garlick was well educated in
the schools of the locality and was a most admirable woman and capable housekeeper. The manner of her death was quite shocking, being caused
by a runaway team, Sept. 23, 1895. She left a
family of seven children: Samuel W., born in
October, 1870, is now an engineer in the Art
Stove Works of Detroit; be married :\iiss :Minnie
Rouse, of Detroit, and they have four children,
1\Iay, Henrietta, Russell and Earl. Edmund was
born at Aldborougb, in July, 1872, is unmarried
and is a resident farmer at Sebeka, Minnesota.
Thomas C., born Feb. 27, 1875, married M:iss
Retta Blair, of Gosfield North, and they reside
on his farm 'in Colchester South. l\linnie 1\tay,
born in May, 1878, is the wife of Lewis Gillett,
an engineer at Detroit, and they have two sons,
'Yilliam Everett and Robert C. Hannah M.,
born in 1880, is the wife of Edwin Quick, who is
a farmer in Gos.field North, and bas one son;
Wilbur. Anna J. A., born April 24, 1882, is the
wife of George Grangier, who is a resident
farmer of Colchester South, and they have one
daughter, Anna M. Robert J ., born Sept. 8,
1886, is at home, and iR his father's right-hand
assistant on the farm. George 0. died in childhood.
The death of Mrs. 'Garlick was a loss to
the Methodist Church in this· locality, in which
she and her husband had been so active and were
so highly valued. · She was one of the original
promoters of the Ladies' Aid Society of Dethel

Church and was never too busy or over-burdened
with family cares to attend to its work or advise .
in its management. She was also a beloved
teacher in the Sunday School and her kind presence is missed yet. Mr. Garlick has also been
very active in the work of the Sabbath School
and belongs also to the official body of the
church. Politically he has always been identified
with the Conservative party, although he has
never aspired to office, and is much interested in
the momentous questions of the day. He is a
very highly r espected citizen of his township,
one whose influence has ever been cast in the
direction of temperance, education and morality,
and he commands the esteem of a wide circle of
friends.
JOSEPH L. REAUME. Essex is essentially
an agricultural country and is covered with wellimproved farms which have been handed down
from father to son for several generations, and
which have made theit· successive owners men
of means and influence. Among these prosperous farmers is Joseph TJ. Reaume, of the River
Front, in Sandwich East, Lot 110. He was born
July 10, 1865, son of Laurent and Caroline
(Goyeau) Reaume.
The first of the Reaume family to come to
Canada were his· great-grandparents, who were
natives of France. Their son, Antoine, ' vas the
original owner of the present homestead, and
except for the period during which he served in
the War of 1812, spent his entire life there. He
married Miss Charlotte St. Louis, also a native
of Canada, and had a family of seven sons and
one daughter: Norbert, Thomas, Antoine, Frank,
Laurent, Robert, Claude, and Sophie, the wife
of Gregory Boismier, who settled and died at
Windsor, and had four children, Josephine,
Charlotte, Cclimo and Noah. The sons all settled in the County of Essex, where they died
leaving families.
Laurent Reaume, the father of Joseph TJ.,
was born irt 1815, was well educated, and became one of the leading men of the county. For
hveoty years he held the office of reeve of the
county, was a member of the county council for
a long period, and 'vas one of the school trustees for a great many years. He had inherited
the old homestead from his father, and erected
good buildings on it prior to his death, which occurred in 1883. H e was a devout member of the
Catholic Clmrch, to which he was a liberal giver.
Laurent Reaume was a man of exemplary conduct in his private life, and in his public eapa-
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city, was sincerely devoted to the welfare of the
community, and did everything in his power to
promote it, thereby winning the general esteem
and confidence of his fellow-citizens. He married Caroline Goyeau, who is still living, and is
no'v the wife of Frank Janisse, who resides in
the town of Sandwich. She had no family by
her second husband.
Laurent Reaume and his wife were the parents of ten children, six of whom are living. We
have record of the following: Locadie, the eldest,
died after graduating from the convent schools;
Noah, born in 1856, unmarried, is at the homestead; Serine, born in 1860, is the wife of Fred
Mitchell, a la"'-yer of Detroit, Michigan, but has
no family; Phalomene, born in 1862, is the wife
of Joseph Dumouchell, a hotel man of "Windsor,
and has one sot:~, llarvey; J oseph L. is mentioned
below; Anastesie graduated from the Convent,
and died when twenty-one years old; Emma is
the wife of P. II. Aber, a grocer of Wyandotte,
Michigan, and has one son, Leo Aber; Rosie, unmarried, is at home.
Joseph L. Reaume was educated in the home
schools and in Windsor College. When a young
man, by the death of his father, he became possessor of the farm where be has lived up to the
present time, and he has made general improvements in the way of buildings, and being a
natural mechanic has done considerable of that
work himself. In 1887 he took the contract for
erecting the Queen's Dock at _Sandwich.
In October, 1891, 1\fr. Reaume was married to
~!iss Olive Russett, who was born in Rochester
township, in the County of Essex, in 1873,
daughter of Lewis and Kitty Russett, one of the
old county families. Mr. Reaume and his wife
have had three children: Lawrence, born in
1892; RobE.'r t, who died in infancy; and Korman, born in 1894.
:\Ir. Reaume belongs to the Liberals in his
political views, and has been one of the active
workers of that party ; in 1887 he was elected
trustee of the schools where he served six years;
for twelve years he was the assessor of Sandwich
East, and was also secr etary and treasurer of
the schools in Sandwich East. He is a member
of the Order of Foresters, and has been the
financial secretary. Religiously the whole family are members of the Catholic Church, where
Mr. Reaume and l1is wife are very prominent.
lir. R eaume is universally respected and liked
by all who lmow him, and occupies an honorable
and influential place in the community.
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FRANK l\IciiUGII, a prosperous farmer of
.Maidstone township, ou the Korth :\Iiddle Road,
Lot 11, County of Essex, was born in )laidstone
Jan. 26, 1857, the youngest son of Patrick and
Catlierine (Curneyn) )Icllugh. The parents
were natives of County Cavan, Ireland, where
they grew up and were married. In 1840 they
left I reland on a sailing vessel, and after se>en
weeks reached Quebec. They settled at the ~Ic
IIugh homestead of to-day, when all the land
w~s "·ild, an9 for many miles the l\liddle Road
was the only one which "'as cut through the wilderness in Maidstone township. .Upon the farm
he had secured the father erected a small log
cabin, and there the family found a happy home.
There the father died April 21, 1872, aged sixtysix years. I n his native land he bad married
Catherine Curneyn, a woman of courage and
most estimable traits of character, who survived
him a number of years, dying Feb. 9, 1898, aged
eighty-three. They were devout members of the
Catholic Church, and among the founders of
that church at ~faidstone. The first structure
was made of logs, and very primitive, but the
devoted members worshipped there for some time
before sufficient funds were collected to replace
it with a more pretentious structure. In politics
Patrick :McHugh was a Conservative, but never
aspired to public office, although he always took
an interest in educational matters, and was one
of the school trustees for a number of years. He
and his excellent wife left a family of seven sons
and four daughters: ( 1) Bridget, born in Ireland in -1835, married JamE.'s Ward, long deceased, of l\faidstone, had a large family, and
now resides at Detroit. (2) James, born in
County Cavan, I reland. in 1837, assisted his
father in farm work, and helped to build the log
cabin in which the father died. He remained
with his parents until they died. His education
was a fair one for the time, and when he re-·
ceived a portion of the old homestead he erected
a fine brick home, in 1900. Being the eldest son.
many of the burdens of the family fell upon his
young shoulders, but he worked early and late,
and was a g1·eat comfort to his parents. His
father never being very strong, the sons had to
do their work and much of his. James Mcllugh
has never married, but has always taken an interest in the families of his brothers and sisters,
and is deeply beloved by them all. He is a man
of keen intelligence, nnas.c;uming in manner, and
kindly in disposition, whose -genial. pleasing
ways make him a general fa>orite throughout the ·
neighborhood. (3) John, born in Ireland in
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1839, was reared in 1\Iaidstone, where he mar- Gaughan had three children : Elizabeth 1\fcGuire,
ried his first wife, ~fargaret Riley, of 1\Iaidstone. deceased; Alexander 1\fcGuire,· who died in inThey settled on the 6th Concession, and there she fancy; and 1\Iary, l\Irs. Mcllugh.
Frank McHugh settled with his wife on a
died, leaving four children: Katie, Mary, Thomas
and Peter. For his second wife he married Jane portion of the homestead and erected a hand.
McPharlin, who was born at Maidstone. John ·some brick residence in 1903, and he has also
l\Icllugh died in 18!l5, but his wife survives, and built barns, and added sixty acres to his promakes her home at Detroit. They had three child- perty. Seven children have been born to himren, Mag·gie, Agnes and Edward. ( 4) Patrick, self and wife: Annie, born in December, 1887,
born in 1\Taidstone in 1841, was reared at home, who is a student in the Essex high school; Alexand received a fair education, later becoming one ander, born in April, 1889; Bridget, born in
of the County Essex public school teachers. After 1891; Patrick, born March 19, 1893; Joseph, born
some years spent in teaching he moved t o Chicago, ~farch 26, 1896; Mary, born in November, 1897;
where he fitted himself for the Bar, and is now a Frank, born in December, 1900.
lawyer in active practice in that city, being one
Politically all the McH ugh brothers are Conof the leading attorneys of Chicago, and a man servatives, and Franl<: 1\lcHugh Ita's been one of
universally respected. Like his brotber James, the school trustees for a number of years. The
he has never married. (5) P eter, born in 1843, religious faith of all the l\1cHughs is that of the
upon the home farm, was well educated, fitting
Catholic Church.
himsel~ for the profession of school teaching.
The 1\fciiugh family was one of the first to
For some ti.me he taught school in the County of settle in 1\laidstone, and yet its r epresentatives
Bssex, when he and his brother, Thomas, who
are scattered all over the country. Those bearwas also a teacher, went to California, in 1869, ing this honored name are numbered among the
and there followed their calling in San Francisco. leading men of the various communities \vbere
Later he entered journalism, and is now one of they are found, and they are supporters of the
the noted writers of the coast. He has never cause of education, upholders of law and order,
married. (6) Thomas, aft<>r a number of years all devout members of the Catholic Church.
spent in California, returned to his old home,
JOSEPH CHRISTE, postmaster and merin failing health, and died, unmarried, in 1874.
(7) Michael Andrew is mentioned elsewhere in chant of Tecumseh village, Sandwich East,
this volume. (8) Anna, born in 1850, married County of Essex, was born in Alsace, France,
Thomas Ferry, and now resides in Oklahoma, Sept. 25, 1823, a son of Jacob and Catherine
(Mamie) Christe, who were reared in their nawhere he is erJgaged in agl'icultural pursuits;
they have a large family. (9) Catherine, born tive Alsace, and died there.
Growing to manhood in his native land, Josin 1852, married Stephen Fallon, and they r eside
at Detroit, where he is enga~ed in business. They eph Christe received a college education, and
have five children, Irene, Ellen, Frank, Thomns on coming to Canada, in 1846, was well equipped
and George. (10) :Mary is unmarried. (11)
for life's duties. He made the journey via New
York, on a sailing-vessel, the tl'ip taking fortyFrank, our subject, was the youngest born.
Frank 1\Icllugh was born Jan. 26, 1857, and two days, and settled in the County ·of Essex,
grew to manhood on the old homestead, receiving Ont., where he taught school for about ten years.
a district school education, and meantime help- He then purchased eighty acres of land in Teing to operate the farm. His life has been spent cumseh, Sandwich East, upon which he worked
upon the home property, and he is recognized until 1852, the year of his marriage to Mis.~
as one of the thrifty and ambitious farmers of M:onique Segwin, a native of Sandwich East.
his locality. In 1886 Frank McHugh married born April 21, 1831, daughter of Baptiste and
:Miss Mary McGuire, born in 1855, and reared Julia (Beausoleil) Segwin, wealthy French pioin Maidstone, the daughter of Alexander and neers of the county. Both had come to Essex:
Ellen (Riley) McGuire. Alexander McGuire was with their parents in childhood, and 1\{r. Segwin
born in Ireland, and his wife in Lower Canada. was a prominent retired citizen of Tecumseh
Mr. McGuire settled in Maidstone, where he at the time of his death, April 28, 1871, when
died in 1859, but the mother survives, living on · he was seventy-three years of age. He had been
the McGuire homestead, and she is now the wife · a farmer, but lived retired for twenty years. His
of Dominick Gaughan, of 1\faidstone, by whom wife survived until July, 1890, r eaching the age
she had a family. By her first marriage Mrs. of eighty-two. They were Catholics in religious
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faltll. Of their children, l\1onique became l\Irs.
Christe; Joseph and Alexander are farmers in
Sand\vich East; Felix married Noe Lesprence,
of Sandwich East; John B . died young; Clement
is living retired in Tecumseh; Sophia, of Stony
Point, is the wife of Laurent Chauvin, a farmer;
Susannah, widow of Joseph Lemire, lives i n
Windsor, Ont.; Mary (deceased) was the wifa
of Louis St. Peter ; Jnlia married August Chartier, of Lake Superior.
In 1868 Joseph Christe erected a hotel in
the village and conducted it for a period of six
years. Gradually he went into the grocery trade,
in which he is still engaged, and in 1872 he
established the post office in the village and has
held the office of postmaster ever since, a period
of thirty-three years. He has been treasurer
and director of the school board for twenty-five
years. His political opinions mal{e him a Conservative, and he is very prominent in the work- ·
ings of his party.
Of the children born to :Mr. and Mrs. Christe
eight are living: Agnes, born in Sandwich , married John Dugal, a wholesale merchant and
prominent man of Sandwich East, and their
children are: Cleophy, Patrick, Aime, Alovie,
Agnes, Joseph, Alphonsine, Clara, Leonie, Ernest and Zenophle. Maria, born in Tecumseh in
1857, married Peter Champagne, and settled in
Sandwich, where she died in 1890, leaving five
childr·en, Celestine, Eli, Alexander, Justine and
Desilda. Alexander J., born in Tecumseh, married :Maggie Trambly, of Detroit, where they reside he being a merchant of the city, and they
hav~ four children, I\fary, Joseph, "William and
1\'Iargarette. Seraphine, born in T ecumseh in
1865, married Alphonse Prince, who lives in
Walkerville, and their children are Joseph, Antoine and J ohn Baptist. Catherine, born in
1867, married Placide Dugal, a shoe merchant
of Walkerville, and has children-Olympe, Alexine, Beatrice, Eva, Edward, Raymond, Joseph,
Albert and Herald. Antoine, born in 1869, married Henrietta Saucier, of Sandwich, and they
r eside in Tecumseh; their children are, Beatrice,
Cecilia, Anna, Louis, Rena and Agnes. Louise,
born in 18il, married Joseph Fournier, and resides at. Windsor. where he is a mechanic; their
children are Ermine, Leo, Josephine, Louise and
Patrick. Annie, born in 1876, married Joseph
Saucier, and resides in Wyandott; they have
.three children, J ennie, Norma and Joseph A.
:Mr. Christe stands very high in his neighborhood as a man of industry, uprightness of life
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and probity of character, antl he e · joys the
friendship of a large number of peopl5 throughout the county. Fraternally he unites~_with the
Order o:f St. Jean Baptiste. He has good eyesight antl a splendid memory, being well preserved in every way, and he and his wife are
highly respected as thrifty, useful people, whose
lives have been productive of much good in the
community in which they have been passed.
DAVID ALI~XANDER McLELLAN, member of the township council of Pelee Island, and
a successful farmer and stock grower, was born
in the village of Komoka, Lobo township, County
~liddlesex, April 26, 1866, and comes of Scotch
d escent.
Alexaruler McLellan, his grandfather, was a
native of Ayrshire, Scotland, came to Canada
wl1en a young man and located on 200 acres of
Janel belonging to the Crown, in J.;obo township,
County 1\Jiddlesex, Ont., when all was a wildernel's. Ue cleared off the timber and put the land
under cultivation, and there h e spent the remainder of his life. He died highly respected.
Arcnibal<l McLellan, son of Alexander, and
father of David Alexander, was born and reared
on the above-mentioned farm, and in his youth
attended the local school, although the greater
portion of his education was self-acquired.
Until h e ·was fifteen h e remained at home, but
at that time he began to learn the trade of blacksmith, and followed that calling all his life, conducting a blacksmith shop in Komoka, near the
Grand Trunk depot, and he is still active, although seventy yeat·s of age. He is .a stanch
Liberal, but was never an office-seeker. In religious affiliation he is a member of the Disciples
Chnrch, and he is a most excellent Christian
man. He married Margaret 1\IcKay, of Lobo
township, daughter of John McKay, who, like
her husband, is a member of the Disciples
Church, and is a loving mother and devoted wife.
The following children were born to this couple:
John, a physician at Toronto; James, an· exte~
sive landowner of the North-West; Bert, a resident of Windsor; David Alexander; Margaret
(1\Iaggie), at home; and Herbert, on the home
farm.
·
David A1exander McLellan. the subject proper of these lines, received a district school education and grew up on the home farm, where
he remained until twenty-six years of age. In
1892 he left home, and coming to Pelee Island
worked at farming for a short time an? then
bought fifty-five acres of marsh land. Tlus l and
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he redeemed, built a home upon it, and is now
devoting it to general farming purposes, reaping
a good r eturn from his investment. He is a man
well known and highly respected in the neighborhood, and is known as a hard worker and
good manager. In politics he is a Liberal, and
he has served very acceptably in the township
council for two terms, being first elected in 1902.
Fraternally he is a member of the I.O.:B~. He is
a member of the Disciples' Church, while his
wife is a Lutheran, but they both attend the
Methodist Church.
In 1892, on Pelee I sland, :Mr. McLellan married Catherine (Kate) Rah, daughter of the late
Frederick Rah, and two children have been born
to this union, Ray and Ida.
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JOHN WILLIAM VICKERS, one of the
thr ifty farmers of this township, who settled in
the 4th Concession of Gosfield South, County of
Essex, Ont., when all was dense woods, is a son
of the well-known Robert Vickers.
Robert Vickers was born in Lancashire, England, on 1\Iay 2, 1821. I n 1847, at the age of
twenty-six years, he came to Canada., settling in
the County of IIaldimand, purchasing a bush
farm of 100 acres, in the township of North Cayuga. This property he cleared, and he now rests
from his labors in a well-earned retirement, surrounded by the comforts provided by ample
means. In County Haldimand he married Elizabeth Coverdale, who departed this life in January, 1899, aged sixty-nine years. She bore her
husband children as follows: John William;
George, of Essex; Richard, of Shelby County,
Missouri ; Sarah Jane, wife of William Dalton,
of Gosfield South; Wellington, on the homestead; Nepeare, a telegrapher of Norwich, Ont.
John William Vickers was born in the County of Haldimnnd, July 8, 1851, and was seventeen years old when he came to the County of
Essex. He secured employment at farm work,
and was also employed in the woods for five
years. In 1873 he was married, and returned to
the County of llaldimand, where for three years
he was engaged in farming. I n 1876 he returned
t o Gosfield South, and bought his present farm
of seven.ty-five acres, Lot 6, 4th Concession, of
James 1\Ierritt, who had settled upon it in 1872.
When Mr. Vickers came into possession of the
property only eight acres had been cleared, but
he and his wife felt equal to contending with the
future hardships, and went bravely to work.
While the farm was not far from the settlE-d portions of the county, it was a wild-looking neigh-

borhood. The 4th Concession road hau been cut
out only as far as his property, reaching its
western line. Mr. Vickers has entirely cleared
his land, and in 1884 he erected his present pleasant home, to take the place of the more primitive one destroyed by fire; he bui1t all the other
buildings, as well as making all the improvements
upon the place. To-uay ~Ir. Vickers is justly
considered one of the most snccessfnl farmers of
his locality, and he owes this good fortun e entirely to his own efforts, unti.ring industry and
thrifty management. Politically he is a Reformer.
Being very much interested in educational matters, he naturally has taken an active part in
school affairs, and served for years as a trustee
of schools Nos. 10 and 11. In fraternal affiliation he is a member of the Foresters of Kingsville. lie and his family are members of the
Methodist Church.
In 1873 Mr. Vickers was united in marriage
with Margaret Ellen Wigle, who was born in
Gos.field South, March 9, 1854, daughter of Jacob
Wigle. To this happy marriage were born: (1)
Lillian, born Feb. 23, 1874, married J ohn Peterson, and has children, l\Iildred· (born Nov. 25,
1893 ), E thel Lulu (born September, 1895), William Leland (born July 8, 1898), and Loran.
(2) Jane Maud, born J une 30, 1876, is a milliner
at Barrie, Ont. (3)· J acob, twin to Jane :Maud,
died March 9, 1877. (4) Alvin, born Apr il
21, 1879, died on April 30, 1879. (5) William
Howard, born D'cc. 20, 1880, assists on the farm.
(6) Victoria Ethel, born F eb. 11, 1881, is a mil·
liner at Leamington. (7) Nelson Blake, born
Dec. 30, 1884, now r esides in St. Thomas, Ont.
(8) Ella May, born Oct. 27, 188i , is attending
the Kingsville school, covering the distance of
ten miles between the farm and school each day
on her wheel. (9) Lloyd ~api«?r, born Nov. 5,
1804, is at home. (10) Dwight :\IcKinzie, born
Jan. 8, 1900, ~ied J uly 8, 1902.
I SAAC L. HILLIER, one of the lending farmers and prominent citizens of ::\Taidstone township. County Essex, located on JJot 18, South
:\Iiddle Road, was born Dec. 10, 1832, at Markham, near Toronto, son of Peter and Catherine
( Chatterson) Hillier, the former of whom was
born in Ontario in 1802, and the latter in 1803.
P eter Hillier was a son of Jacob and Mary
Hillier, who came to Canada from Germany and
settled as farmers near Kin ~ston. They died
there leaving children as follows: Jacob, )vho
married an<l settled in Michigan. where he lived
to the age of 110 years, his wife living to be
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107; J ohn, who settled iu Ontario, and lived to ther of twelve children, as follows: Eliza J., born
the age of ninety-eight; )Iichael and Alvin, who in September, 1858, ncar K ingston, mal'l'ieu
both died in manhood; Truman, born near ToGeorge Taylor, who lives in Gosfield S uth, and
ronto, who married and removed to New York they have five children, H erman, I saac, EIJey,
State, and there lived to advanced age; Isaac,
Cora and H oward; James, born in 1860, at
who settled n ear Toronto; Betsey, who married Kingston, married Sophia Pierte, of E ssex, antl
James Keeler, and they died in New· York State; they now reside at Walkerville, where he is en.Mary, who married J ohn McLaughlin, and set- gaged as an engineer, and they have oue son,
tled in Ontario; Eliza, still surviving, who mar- :Milton; :Matilda died young; Emily, born in
ried Dennis Nevilson, of County Wentworth; 1865, at Kingston, married James Ganevery, of
Margaret, the wife of John Brown, in Ontario ; Mai<lstone, who died leaving two daughters,
and P eter, father of the subject of this sketch.
Alma and Emily; 1\Iartha, born in 1868, married
'l'he elder IIillier owned land at Markham, William Weaver, of South Woodslee, a railroad
and on this land the son Peter settled and eo- employe, and they have one daughter, Florence ;
gaged in farming for some years, when he retired Peter, born J une 16, 1870, at Kingston, married
to Odessa, and there died at the age of eighty- Annie H aines, of Rochester township, dau~hter
six years; his wife died in 1896. H er parents, of J ohn Haines, of County Weiland, and they reCornelius and Mary Chatterson, came from Ger- side on a farm in 1\Iaidstone, and have one son,
many, and settled near Peter Hillier, and died Arnold, born in 1903; Emma, born in 1873, in
there. 'fhe children born to Peter and Catherine Maidstone, married Samuel J enkins, a farmer of
Hillier were: J acob, accidentally killed in a saw- Maidstone, and they have four children, Leona,
Melville, Anna and Emma; I saac, born in 1875,
mill; George, who died at Toronto; I saac L.;
'l'ruman, who died in County Wentworth; is unmarried, a resident of Walkerville; George,
James, a farmer near 'l'oron to; 'Vel ton, living born in 1878, is a fireman on a dredge; :\label,
in Michigan; Eliza, who died in young woman- born in 1880, is her father's careful and capable
hood; Catherine, who married Augustus Rodgers housekeeper; Catherine, born in 1883, is at
of New York State, now deceased; Martha, wife homP.; and Lucy, born in 1886, is the wife of
of Roy Stephens of the State of New York; and David Downey, who lives in Gosfield North. 1\Ir.
Mary, wife of W. Benjamin of Wayne County, Hillier and family are members of the Methodist
1\Iichigan.
Church. Politically he has always been identiI saac L. Hillier could obtain but a limited fied with the Reform party. He has been one of
education in the old home schools, but he was the school trnst<>es of 1\faidston e for a number of
practically taught the business of farming. This yPars, nnd has taken part in all p ublic mo,·ebe has consistently follo,ved all his life, meeting mcnts of cvE'ry 1dnd for the furtherance of eduwith the success which always follows earnest ef- cation and morality in this neighborhood. Dnrfort. I n 1855 h e married Miss Susan Reid, bor n
ing- the F enian Raid he offered his loyal ser vices
in May, 1842, in Bedford, L ower Canada, daugh- and for two y ears belonged to the army. H e is
ter of Joseph and Mary Reid, prominent f arm- held in wry high esteem throug-h 1\faidstone, and
ing people of that locality.
is consiidered not only a first-class representative
Mr. and 1\frs. Hillier started to housekeep- citizen, but is esteemed and beloved in h is
ing on a farm near Kingston, where t hey lived church, in local societ y and in the domestio
until 1870, when he r emoved his family to Maid- c!ircle.
stone, County Essex, purchasing his present
farm. All was wild , uncultivated ]and in that
PHILIP JA~lES Mci NTOSH. a ·~neral
vicinity at the time, but he soon cleared space on
farmer and stock raiser. on Concession C, Mer\vhich to build the log cabin in which his family sea township, is one of the l1i ~hly esteemed citiZ('ns of this locality. Mr. Mcintosh was born
lived until his mt>ans justified the building of his
present fine b rick residence in 1890. Not onlv June 22, 1861, in H owick township, Connt.' - of
did he erect the fine'home, but also barns and Hm·on, Ont., son of Philip and )[ar~· (Shief )
outbuildings, and made the improvements which
Mci ntosh.
P hilip Mci ntosh was l1orn in Scotland, where
make tl1is one of the valuable and attractive
farms of this neighborhood and '\vhere a large he was educated. I n yonng manhood he came to
family has been reared to useful man and wo- · Canada and en~11ged in l umbering- in Dalhousie
manhood. 1\Irs. IIillier passed away F eb. 21,
township, Connt:\' of Lanark, Ont., where he con1900, having been the beloved and faithful mo- tinned until 1844, when he removed to IIowick,
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County of Huron, being the first Scotchman to
settle in that locality. 'fhat section had been
settled by people of other nationalities, who resented 1\Ir. Mcintosh coming there, and tried to
prevent the building of his log house. As may
he supposed, they did not turn him from his intention, one attribute of his character being to
do just ns he pleased if the thing was right. He
secured 200 acres of land and built on it his
home, cleared the same, and later erected a still
larger house, and, after he had prospered far beyond many of his former envious neighbors,
built a handsome brick dwelling. Long before
he retired to the town of Gorrie, to pass his last
years, he was considered one of the able and
valued citizens of the township, one who was
foremost in supporting schools and churches, and
in upholding all moral movements. He was a
consistent Presbyterian, and gave liberally in
support of religious efforts.
The mother of our subject was Mary Shief,
born in Scotland, a resident at the time of her
marriage of Fullerton t ownship, County of
Perth. She died on the homestead in 1865, and
was buried in Gorrie cemetery. She was a deYoted member of the Presbyterian Church, and a
most estimable woman. The seven children born
to Philip Mcintosh and wife were: Janet, widow
of John Gordon, of the County of Huron; John,
a farmer of Tilbury West; Mary, deceased, ' vho
married John Bottwell; Robert, residing in Howick township, County of Huron; Maggie, who
died aged twenty-seven years; Philip James; and
Sarah married and moved to Michigan.
Philip Mcintosh married (second) :Marion
Cochran, a widow, who died in 1902; their one
child died in infancy. Mrs. Mcintosh was a
member of the Presbyterian Church, and was
buried at Gorrie.
Philip James Mci ntosh was educated in · a
pioneer school-house, and where the instruction
was of the most primitive character. He remained with his parents until the age of twentytwo years, coming to Mersea. township in 1883.
He located on Lot 21, Concession 11, where he
built a home on a tract of 168 acres of land, and
cleared nfty of these acres during his four years
of residence upon it. This property he nnally
tracled for a bush farm of 100 acres in Romney
township, County of Kent, a part of which had
been cleared, and there he engaged in farming
for four years. Later, by another trade, he secured nfty acres on Concession 8, remaining on
that farm but a short time, when he removed to
Tilbury West township. There he bought fifty

acres and cultivated it for eight years, building
a house and bal'D on the place, and engaging in
general farming. To the first tract he added
forty m01·e act·es partly cleared, and there he
lived until 1900, when he sold advantageously
and came to Mersea township. 1\Ir. 1\fcl ntosh is
located on Concession C, Range B, a beautiful
situation near the lake front, and there he has
erected a fine residence costing over $2,000 and
has made other suitable improvements.
M'r. l\fclntosh is a self-made man. He started
out with a debt of $1,800 to pay, and has accomplish.e d not only the payment of that, but has
secured a very valuable farm, and is most highly
esteemed by all who know him. He is noted for
his energy and industry, and also for his uprigllt character.
Mr. Mcintosh married Anabella Anderson,
born in IIowick township, County of Huron,
daughter of William H. Anderson, and they
have two children, Lovenia and Carrie. :Mr. and
l\frs. l\Icintosh belong to the Presbyterian
Church. In politics he is a stanch Liberal, active
in party councils. Fraternally he belongs to the
Woodmen of the World, joining the order at
Comber, and no\v belonging to the lodge at
Leamington.
HENRY G. ARNALD, Sr., is now living retired in Kingsville, County of E ssex:, having settled down to enjoy the fruits of a long and
successful life. He is one of the best known
capitalists in the county, but aside from looking
after his various interests takes no active part
in business matters. Up to the time of his retirement he gave himself to the serious affairs
of life with an industry and application which
brought him continued prosperity, and entitled
him to a place among the able business men of
his section. lie has always lived so as to retain
the respect of his fellowmen and be a credit to
the community with which he is identified. His
paternal grandfather, William Arnald, was a
contractor and builder in London, England,
where he lived all his life. He could trace his
descent from Oliver Cromwell.
Mr. Arnald was born Jan. 6, 1835, in Detroit,
Michigan, a son of Henry G. and H arriet (Westcott) Arnald (the latter the daughter of William
Westcott, of Devonshire, England), both of
whom were born and reared in the city of London, England. They were married in the tower
in London, and came to New York in the early
thirties, crossing the ocean in a sailing-vessel.
By. t rade he was a carpenter and joiner, and
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spent two yea1·s in Brooklyn, New York, working
at his trade, and then settled for a few
years at Detroit, finally removing to Maidstone township, in the County of Essex, where
he bad procured a grant of land from the English government. At that time the country was
almost an unbroken wilderness, but few settlers
having come here to found a home. Mr. Arnald
was obliged to ltew down timber in order to
make an opening in wl1ich to build his little log
cabin. He was industrious and thrifty and was
assisted by a most estimable wife, and they became prosperous. H e served in the Rebellion of
1837-38. Although he worked laboriously, never
sparing himself, he was vouchsafed a long life,
dying in 1890 at the age of ninety yeat·s. His
wife died in 1870, aged sixty-six. 'l'hey reared
three sons and two daughters, namely: George,
born in London, in 1826, never married but lived
with our subject, and died on the l10mestead in
:Maidstone, in 1894. H arriet, born in London,
England, is the widow of William C. Dixon,
and resides with her daughter in Michigan; her
children are: H attie, wife of George Little, o'f
Sandwich South; Jennie, wife of Samuel :MeJ ames, of Michigan; Nellie, wife of David Ure,
of Sandwich East; Susan, wife of Thomas Rush,
postmaster of ~ssex; Ennice, wife of James
Conley, of Detroit; William E., of Es.<;ex;
H enry, a jeweller of Denver; and James R.,
a business man of Windsor. Mary A., born
in 1\faidstone, married George Radcliff, of
Sandwich South, and both are uow deceased ;
they had two children-Henry Radcliff,
of Montana; and Harriet, deceased, who
was the wife of James Walters, of Alberta,
Northwest Territory. Henry G. is mentioned
belo,v. William, born in :Maidstone, married
1\ialissa Clark, of Gosfield, and moved overland
to 1\fanitoba, where he now owns large stock
ranches and much farming land; he has a family
of five children-William, ~"rank, Ella, Lillian
and J ennie.
Henry G. Arnald, fourth in the family of
H enry G., grew to manhood on the farm, and
received but a limited education. On J une 10,
1862, he married Agnes K er, who was born in
Peeblesshire, Scotland, April 14, 1838, a daughter of J ohn and Margaret (Whitson) Ker, who
came from Scotland, settled in Maidstone to,vnship, County of Essex, in 1854, and died there.
Mr. and Mrs. Arnald remained on the home
farm, which finally came into their possession,
and there be engaged in general agriculture,
paying considerable attention to stock raising
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and the dairy business. in 1876 he rected his
commodious brick resideooe, and h~ put up
some five substantial barns. He o med GOO
acres of land, all in one body, whic he purchased at different times. In 1901 he left the
farm and removed to Kingsville, County of Essex, where, as previously stated, he now lives
retit·eu. During his latter days on the farm, he
raised many thoroughbred cattle, and in this
line became widely known all over Ontario. Mr.
Arnald has always been fond of hunting and
fishing, and now that he has the leisure devotes
much time to sport.
In religious connection l\Ir. Arnald and his
wife are Methodists. Politically he is a stanch
Conset·vative, but has never consented to hold
any political 'office. His family consists of five
children, as follows: Henry G., the third in direct
line to bear the name, is proprietor of the Kenilworth stock farm in Maidstone, and is mentioned
below. John K., born in 1865, married Ella
Plant, who died leaving one son, George, now a
mt'mber of his grandfather's household, while
his father lives at Helena, Montana. George W.,
born in 1868, married Ida McDonald, of Montana, where they r eside on a farm, and have
two children, John and Winnie. James W.,
born in 1869, a farmer in Maidstone, his
farm adjoining the old homestead, married
.Puocbe Grant. Florence, born in 1871, is the
wife of John F. :Mc(Jreary, of Essex.
John Ker, father of Mrs. Arnald, was a
stone mason by trade, but after his emigration
to Canada he engaged in farming. His death
occurred in 1869, when he was aged sixty-six
years. His wife, Margaret Whitson, died in
1882, aged seventy-two years. They were members o£ the Presbyterian and :Methodist churches,
respectively. Their children were: William, a
farmer in Maidstone; :Margaret, who married
Hugh Ker, of Chatham; Isabella, who married
J ohn Garner, the builder of the 11 Garner
House,'' the leading hotel in Chatham (both are
deceased) ; Elizabeth, of Dorchester, Ont., wido'v
of George IIunt; Agnes, who married Henry G.
Arnald; James, deceased; John, a retired
farmer, of W indsor; Robert, a farmer in Dakota;
Mary, who married J ohn Barnes, a retired farmer at Windsor; and Peter, of Birmingham,
Michigan.
HENRY G. ARNALD, JR., proprietor of the
Kenilworth Stock Farm, comprising 540 acres,
at 1\!aiclstone, located on Lot 17, Concession 9,
County of Essex, was born Aug. 17, 1863, in his
present home, ana has always lived on
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the old homestead farm. He received a district
school education and was prepared for an agricultural life. On Oct. 24, 1893, he married Miss
Emma Patillo, daughter of George and Victoria
Patillo, prominent residents of 1\Iaidstone. Mrs.
Arnald was born Aug. 12, 1869, and is a most
estimable lady, educated and accomplished. Mr.
Arnald has devoted much attention to the breeding of Shorthorn cattle, always keeping about a
hundt·ed head, and raising about twenty-five head
of cattle annually, besides seventy-five hogs, a
few breeding ewes and a few horses. He ships
to various markets, and has met with much deserved success, and is rapidly coming to the front
as a breeder and shipper. H e makes a specialty
of Shorthorn and beef cattle.
Both ~Ir. and l\Irs. Arnald are members of
the l\Iethodist Church. Fraternally he is an
Odd F ellow. Personally he is a man of high
character and is as highly considered in his home
as he is esteemed in business circles. In him
and his wife are combined two of the fine old
families of this section, and they own one of
the most valuable and. attractive estates in the
County of Essex. They represent not only family but wealth, influence and intelligence, and
thus are representative of the best type of residents of this part of Ontario.
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CAPT. FRANCIS BO:\fDHEAD HACKETT, a well-known citizen of Amherstburg,
owner and captain of the wrecking tug "Home
Rule,'' is of Scotch-Irish extraction.
J ames Hackett, his grandfather, was born,
livecl and died in Scotland. There he married
and reared a family, one of his sons being J ames
Hackett, who became the father of the subject of
this biograpl1y. James Hackett (2) was born
in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and for many years
was a sailor on the Atlantic Ocean. He had
many adventures and thrilling experiences, one
of which was the wrecking of his lumber-laden
brig. Those on board were exposed for fourteen
days, were without food, and were finally picked
up by a French brig, but not before they had
been driven to such straits of starvation that
they were ready to eat the flesh of a comrade
who had been drowned at the time of the wreck.
James Hackett recovered fully from this terrible
experience. In 1830 he came to Ontario, and
served in the Rebellion of 1837 as light keeper
on Bois Blanc Island. Before lea.ving for Canada hl:l married Mary Riley, who was born in
Ireland, and a family of ten children was born
to them, namely: Robert, deceased; Dr. James,

deceased; Henry and Alexander, twins, the former deceased!, the latter a merchant in Toronto;
Dr. Jost>ph, who practiced in Toronto and Amherstburg, where he died; Eliza Jane, deceased,
wife of Capt. David T1·otter, of Amherstburg;
Christina who died aged sixteen years; Thomas,
deceas~d, a mariner, who for twenty-seven years
was with Alger, Smith & Co., of Detroit; Capt.
Francis D., of this sketch; and Andrew, who
succeeded his father as lightho'u se keeper on Bois
Blane Island.
James Hackett sailed the lakes some years
after coming to Ontario, and had the misfortune
to lose three vessels, and almost his life. He finally abandoned the lakes and was appointed, by
Governor-General Francis Bondhead, light keeper on Bois Blanc I sland, his appointment coming about· through the efforts of his faithful
wife. Capt. Hackett had been subjected to so
many buffetings of fortune that he was reduced
in purse and courage. 1\frs. Hackett, with her
twin babes in her arms, visited the GovernorGeneral and applied for the position with such
effect that it was given to the brave but unfortunate mariner, and this light has been in the
care of the family for over seventy years. As a
token of appreciation our subject was namE-d
in honor of Governor-General Bondhead.
Capt. Francis B. Hackett was born AprillO,
1842, at the Bois Blanc lighthouse, and his early
lullaby was the music of the waves. He attended
school in Amherstburg, and at the age of seventeen was ready to try his fortune on the water,
beginning in 1859, as boy on the schooner "William G. Grant," plying between Chicago and
Montreal, in the grain business. He then transferred to the schooner "D. R. Martin," still serving as boy, but next becoming a seaman on the
schooner "John G. Deshler.". He built the tug
"Minnie Martin," which he sailed for ten years,
and then purchased the tug "John Noyes, " and
sailed that a year. He then built the passenger
steamer "Robert Hackett," which he sold after
sailing two years, and then purchased 11 The
Lake Breeze,'' which he sailed for one year and
then sold. During the following two years he
sailed 11 The City of Dresden," and then took
charge of the 11 Erie Belle." After three years .
he bought the tidy little tug 11 Home Rule,"
which he operates as a wrecking tug. His long
experience on the lakes has made him familiar
with all their moods, and few mariners have a
better record as safe and reliable sailors.
On F eb. 6, 1866, Capt. Hackett married Jean
Gordon, who was born in Scotland, daughter of
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John Gordon; het· father was an uncle of John
l\'[cLeod, ex-member of Parliament, and one of
her sisters is the wife of J. H oward Hunter, inspectot· of insurance at Toronto. To Capt. and
l\Irs. H ackett have been bom the following children: l\Iinnie, wife of Dr. :M. E. Stafford, of Detroit, has two children, 1\Jarjoric and Helen ;
Gordon, a dentist in practice in Detroit, married
Laura Hutton, daughter of Capt. Hutton, whose
sketch appears elsewhere; Howard, a master
mariner, in charge of the tug "Florence," married l\liss Elizabeth Vigar; 1\Iiss Annie is at
home.
Capt. and Mrs. Hackett have a pleasant home
situated on the ri\·et· front at Amherstburg, in
plain ' 'iew of all the boats as they pass during
the navigation season. Both are consistent members of and liberal contributors to the Presbyterian Chmch. Politically Capt. Hackett is
identified with the Reform party. Fraternally
he is a membet• of the Masonic Order and the
A.O.U.W.

l

· ELLIS L. WRIGHT, a thrifty farmer of
Colchester South to,vnship, County of Essex, and
a member oi: one of the early settled families of
this locality, was 'born on the farm place July
26, 1858.
The ancestor of the New World Wrights was
H enry Wright, who was born and reared in England. I n his young manhood he emigrated to
America with a brother, locating in Rutland,
P ennsylvania, where tl1e latter remained. In
that State H enry married Mary Klingensmith,
and they became the parents of the following
family: William; Philip, who married (first)
Miss Dowler , and (second) Delilah Malott; Ilcnry, who married (first) Miss Hitchcock, and had
one daughter, Deborah (who married :Matthew
McCormick) , and he married (second) Hannah
Lipps; Thomas, who married (first) J ennie Little, (second) Mary Leighton, and (third) Abbie
Larabie; Betsy, who married John Brush; Mary,
'vho married Asa Wilcox; Mattie, who married
Samuel Watson; and Katie, who married H enry
Lipps. At the time of the trouble between the
American colonies and the mother country,
H enry Wright, as aU. E. TJoyalist, came to Canada. first settling at Grosse Ilc, and later moving
to Malden, '~hen he found Grosse Ile did not
· belong to Canada. He made his last home on
land in Lots 80 and 76, and both he and his wife
are buried there.
William Wright, son of Henry, was born in
P ennsyh ·ania, and was eight years of age when
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brought by his parents to the County of Essex.
By trade he was a blacksmith, follow~ng that occupation in connection with farming[ His wife
was Elizabeth (or Betsy) Lipps, a native of Virginia. lie died in 1854, aged seventy-one, and
his wife in 1866, aged seventy-five. They were
members of the Church of England. Their ch ildren, all now deceased except Daniel R., were:
H enry, who married Amanda Kent; ~Iary, who
married. John Mickle; Elizabeth, who wedd ed.
H enry Leighton; Jacob, who married Amy McDonald; Simon, who married Sarah lKnapp;
Hannah, who died unmarried, aged forty-five;
Daniel R.; and Joseph, who married Zoie Marentate.
Daniel R. Wright '~as born in Colchester
South, on Lake Erie, April 28, 1820. He remained with his parents off and on until his marriage. In 1837-38, in the Mackenzie Rebellion,
he served as a soldier, the first year as corporal,
and he was then transferred to the cavalry, with
which he continued to the end of the war. He
then farmed until 1858, on the home farm, and
that year came to his present farm. He has always taken an active pa1·t in politics, as a stanch
Conservative, and for many years was road supervisor, and for twenty years township councillor. He is a member of the E stablished
Church. On Nov. 27, 1855, he was married in
Colchester South to Sarah Leighton, who was
born in Amherstburg, Oct. 7, 1823, and who died
in April, 1901, daughter of J ohn and Ann (Posten) Leighton, natives of Liverpool, England;
after coming to Canada 1\fr. Leighton engaged
in farming. To Daniel R. Wright and wife were
born the following children: Miss Ernaline, living with her bt·other Ellis L .; Lorinda, who married Charles Knapp, now deceased, of WalkeryiJlc, and had eight children ; Alfred, who died
young; Lewis, who married J osephine Lipps,
and has f our child ren ; I sabella, wife of Albert
Simcoe, of narrow; and Ellis L.
Ellis L.' Wright attended the public schools
regularly until he was fourteen years old, when
he began to learn the practical work of farming.
When he started for himself it was upon a portion of the homestead, and since his father's re. tirement he has operated the entire property
very successfully. This farm consists of 140
acres, and the whole place is kept in so excellent
a condition that there is no doubt that the one
at the head of affairs understands his business.
In politics Mr. Wright is a Conservative, but
he has never sought or desired office. Like all
his family he is a member of the Church of Eng-

•
I

w;g:q:

i
I

I

:!
·I

560

I
I

!'
I

I )~
i

I

I\
11
I

I

i

•

COMl'viEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

land. Fraternally his affiliations at·e with the stead. (1) 'l'homas Coyle, the eldest son, unWorkmen of Honor, and the Agricultural So- married, owns a farm in Anderdon. (:2) P atrick
is the second son. (3) Mary, bom in 1862, is
ciety.
On Nov. 19, 1884, in Amherstburg, Mr. the wife of Fred Renaud, who lives in SandWright was united in marriage with Florence wich. They have three children, Irene, L ena and
Pettypiece, who was born in Anderdon town- Nettie. ( 4) Sarah, born in 1865, is the wife of
ship, Jan. 24, 1864, daughter of John and J e- James Scott, who resides in Sandwich \Vest, and
mima (Brush) P ettypiece, natives of Pennsyl- has one daughter, Monica. (5) Edward, born
vania, who were early settlers in the County of · in 1868, is a travelling man for S. D. Kimbark,
-Essex. The children of this union are: I vy . a wholesale hardware dealer of Chicago. He
Belle, born April17, 1886, and Lorne Leighton, married 1\Iaud Walterhonse, of Chicago, in June,
born April 9, 1892. Doth Mr. and Mrs. Wright 1903. (6) John, born in1870, married l\Iiss Rose
are very well and favorably known throughout Delmore, of Anderdon township, and has one
the county, and have a host of warm, personal son, Milton. They reside on his fa rm in the 3d
friends who appreciate their many good qual- Concession in Anderdon. (7) Herbert, born in
1874, married Miss Lottie Allen, a native of
ities.
~ralden, who died Jan. 28, 1904, the mother of
PA'l'RICKCOYLE, county commissioner for two daughters, Hazel and Merle. H erbert Coyle
Essex and one of the prominent and influential resides in Amherstburg. (8) Percy, born in
men of that section, is a farmer by occupation 1876, is unmarried and living at the old tomeand resides on a large place in the 7th Con- stead. ·
cession, Lot 1, Anderdon. lie is of Irish descent,
Patrick Coyle was reared on his father's
and was born in Anderdon township March 29, fann and received the best education the district
1860, son of John and E sther (Conboy) . Coyle.
schools of Anderdon afforded. After his father's
John Coyle was born in Ballinasloe, Ireland, death he remained on the old homestead until
in May, 1829, and came to America when a young 1880, when he came to his present place which
man of eighteen. He went to work at once, in then comprised seventy-five acres, of which twena stone quarry, and by the time he married had ty acres had been cleared, and on which stood
saved enough to purchase a tract of wild land an old log cabin, in which he resided nnti11902.
in the 4th Concession, where he started life in a In that year he built his present modern home,
log cabin. After clearing up this large farm he and all the buildings on his farm are new and
purchased another, that on which his son Patrick substantial. He has bought 155 acres, not, howis now living. He was a devout member of the ever, in one body. Mr. Coyle has made his own
Catholic Church, and one of the founders and way in the world since his father's death, and
builders of the church in Amherstburg. Politi- he commenced on his present farm with no capically he was a Conservative, but took no active tal but strong willing hands a~d his experience
party in party worl~.
as a farmer. He is now in comfortable circumstances,
and is one of the most respected citizen~
1\Ir. Coyle married Miss Esther Conboy, who
of
his
locality.
was born on the I sland of St. Vincent, West Indies, in 1\fay, 1839, daughter of Patrick and
In May, 1887, 1\Ir. Coyle was married to 1\Iiss
Mary Conboy, of Ireland. H er father, who was Bmma Bondy, who was born in l\Ialden towna soldier in the British army, settled·in 1844 on ship in 1868, daughter of Hiliare and Susan
the I sland of Dois Blanc, just opposite Amherst- (Langlois) Bondy, and a. member of one of the
burg, and after living there seven years moved prominent old French families of l\Ialden. To
on to a farm in the 4th Concession, in Anderdon, this union six children have come: Rossmond,
where he was still residing when his death occur- born June 14, 1888; Walter, born Nov. 3, 1890;
red, in 1870. His wife died in 1885, and three Edna, born in 1894; Everett, born in 1896, whoof their children still survive, viz. : Sarah, wife died in childhood; Rita, born in April, 1900; and
of James Welsh, of Sandwich West ; Patrick, of Norah, born F eb. 18, 1903. Reli ~iously this:
Anderdon, unmarried; and Esther, wife of family are all members of the Catholic Church.
John Coyle.
1\Irs. Coyle was born in the township of :Malden
John Coyle died in 1871, from injuries re- in December, 1869, daughter of Hiliare and
ceived in a runaway, and left a wife and eight Susan (Langlois) Bondy, of :Malden and Colchildren. Mrs. Coyle is still on the old home- chester South, respectively, the former born in
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June, 1830, the mother, June, 1838. Mr. Bondy
is a prominent farmer in l\Ialclen township.
'fhey are Catholics in religious faith. Mr. and
l\Irs. Bondy have had five children: P eter, of
Detroit, l\lichigan; Pat rick, a farmer on the old
homestead with his parents; H arriet, deceased
wife of Patrick Ouellette; Alex, who died when
seven years old; and Emma, l\Irs. Coyle.
Politically Mr. Coyle has always been a Conservative. In 1895 he was elected councillor of
Anderdon and filled the office three years, and
he bas tilled the office of reeve for the same
length of time. H e is now serving as cotmty
councilman, to which position he was elected
in 1903, and he is one of the leading men of the
county, commanding the respect of all who know
him.

I

GEORGE MORRIS, one of the best known
agriculturists of the township of Tilbury North,
is one of the most esteemed citizens of his locality. F or the past sixty years he has been identified with the growth and development of the
agricultural, educational and social life of this
present most popular and prosperous region.
l\fr. l\forris was born in Bedford, Yorkshire,
England, F eb. 26, 1835, a son of John and Mary
(Broomfield) 1\lorris, both also natives of Yorkshire. John Morris was reared in England and
learned the trade of carpenter and joiner. He
there married Mary Broomfield, and to this
union thirteen children were born, twelve of
them in Yorkshire, namely : James, who died in
Michigan ; l\Iary, who died young; Ann, who
married a l\lr. Allen, a tailor in Detroit, who is
also deceased; John, who died in Tilbury \Vest;
Avis, widow of John Irving, now residing with
her children at Indianapolis, Indiana; Maria,
who married Thomas Mitchell (both died in Detroit); William, who resides in Detroit; Charles,
a r etired merchant at Toronto; George, ment ioned below; Thomas, a farmer in Gosfield township, County of E ssex; H enry, residing on the
old homestead in Tilbury West; Emma Jane,
who married Richard E . Dodson, and resides in
Tilbury West township; and one child that died
in infancy.
The story of the migration of those brave
early pioneers to this now beautiful and civilized
region must ever be full of the deepest interest,
not only to their direct descendants, but to all
who now enjoy the results of their enterprise.
Among the very early settlers of this locality
were John 1\forris, his wife, and twelve children.
With parental solicitude he saw no opportuni-
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ties for bettering his condition in his nla tive land,
and for enabling him to provide in any way for
his growing family. H ence, with a tnarvellous
trust in Providence and faith in his o~m efforts,
he engaged passage on one of the minor sailing
vessels bound for New York, in which city, after
a perilous passage of eleven weeks, the party
landed, still far from their destination. In 1840
the present great transportation lines were
scarcely thought of, and another long water trip
across the conntt·y by canal had to be taken to
reach Detroit. Mr. :Morris found unsettled conditions in the building trade on account of the
panic of 1838, and, disappointed in securing sufficient work, he decided to move on into Canada
where he could secure a homest ead from the
Government.
Thus John Morris and family became residents of the County of Essex, locating in the
township of Tilbury West. He was able to secure here a tract of 100 acres by paying the patent fee of $35. In after life he considered that
although he had been led in devious ways, this
choice of home was the very best possible, giving hard work to the growing children, developing tl1cm into sturdy man and womanhood, and
providing for their continued sustenance. A log
cabin soon was erected under his skilled hands,
and Mr. l\forris and his boys began the work of
clearing the land. Their success was nothing
less than marvellous, considering the present
wealth and comfort which they have wrested
from the vir~in soil. Their surroundings were
primitive and they were obliged to mold their
lives to such conditions until they could change
them. "With no roads, no bridges, and only forest paths, they at first could do little traveling
or visiting, but as otl1er settlers came near efforts be~an to he made to build schools and
houses of worship, and in all these efforts John
1\forris took a leading part. The traveling missionaries, wl1ite or colored, received a warm welcome at the hearths of these pioneers, than
whom, probably, the country has never known a
finer type of citizen. J ohn l\Iorris died in 1865,
at the age of seventy-five years, and was buried
in St. George's Church cemetery. Ile was a man
of exemplary life and character, and a consistent member of the Church of England. His reliability mRde him a ,·ery useful member of the
township council, and his advice was listened to
and acted upon. Devoted to his home and famiiy all his life, industrious in providing for their
wants, he was also a man who found time to assist the needy and act the part of friend to those
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in trouble. County Essex must always r ecall
men like John 1\Iorris with pride. Ilis wife was
an admit·able helpmate, and endured the hardships of pioneer life with Christian fortitude, se.tting an example of cheerful living to her large
family of devoted children. At h er death, which
occurred May 8, 1884, she was laid to rest by the
side of her husband.
George :Morris was but five years of age when
he accompanied the family to America. He grew
to manhood in the little log cabin home in Tilbury West township, and assisted his father in
clearing up the farm. As there were no schools
in the neighborhood, he was debarred from eal'ly
educational advantages, but as nature has given
him quick intelligence and a studious disposition he could not feel contented to go through
life uneducated, and sought the aid, when about
eighteen years of age, of Rev. William King, one
of the missionaries, through his interest securing
two years of instruction at a mission school in
Buxton. Although he was obliged to work hard
in order to pay his expenses, his delight at securing this change gave him courage to still further entertain hopes of studying for the ministry, which had been in his mi nd for a long period. With the assistance of other friends who
became interested, he entered Knox College, at
Toronto, and began his theological studies in
preparation for the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church. :Mr. :Morris spent eighteen months at
college and then broke down in health so completely that he found it would be impossible for
him to continue both his studies and the unremitting labors on the outside by which he earned
means to remain at college. This was a great
disappointment, but his firm r esolve. probably
saved his life. H e continued to teach school
when not engaged in farming, for the following
three years, one year at Port Sarnia, one year in
Hamilton township, and one in Tilbury West
township.
In 1866 1\Ir. Morris settled down permanently to farming, buying a tract of 100 acres of
land in Concession 2, Lot 3. . After he had paid
$150, he had a debt of $450, all of which he paid
off the next year. At first he made money from
the manufacture of potash, which was sent to
Montreal. This land was all wilderness, there
being no roads yet opened, and no bridges yet
built, and with his own hands h e built a small
log l1onse 12 x 16 feet in dimensions, in which
he resided alone one year, working hard at .the
clearing of his land. The next year his wife
came to the little home, ·which by that time was

more attractive and comfortable. l\Ir. Morris
then added another 100 acres to his possessions,
clearing this; and still later bot1ght 260 acres of
the plains, which tract he also cleared, having
then 460 acres under cultivation. The log cabin
was in time replaced by a more comfortable residence, which in 1900, gave way to the present
fine brick residence, probably the most expensive
one in the township, as it is fitted with all modem improvements, for which Mr. Morris paid
something like $4,000. The other buildings and
impl'ovemcnts about the place are also of a substantial character, and reflect great credit upon
both builder and designer.
On July 29, 1861, 1\Ir. Morris married, in Sarnia, Ont., Miss J ane Simpson, who was born in
Sar·nia township, County o£ Lambton, Ont.,
daughter of James Simpson, and died Feb. 13,
1875 ; she was buried in the Knox Church cemetery, in Tilbury West township. Children as
follows were born to this union: Jessie is now
the wife of William Pendergast, of Tilbury, and
they have three children, Warren, Jennie and
Grace. Lizzie, who married Oliver Smith, and
lives at Trout Lake, Michigan, has one son, Morley. Frederick, a farmer of Tilbury North township, married Carrie 1\IcGuire, and they have
two children, Grant and Maggie. Fannie, wife
of A. S. Derry, of St. Johns, Michigan, has one
daughter, Una. On Jan. 13, 1876, ~fr. 1\iorris
married (second) Miss Elizabeth Kennedy, who
was born in Osgood township, County of Carleton, Ont., Jan. 29, 1847, daughter of the late
Alexander and Mary (Meldrum) Kennedy, who
were from Scotland, where they were married.
The children of this marriage, five in number,
are as follows : Gordon, a farmer of Tilbury
North township, married Nellie Jackson, and
they have two children, Mabel B. and Oliver N.
George A. was a student in Victoria University,
Toronto, having intended to prepare for t he
ministry, but gave it up, and is now at Gladys,
Alberta. 1\:Iorley, ·who married Flora Warnick,
has one child, Ione, and resides also at the home- .
stead. Grace Allen died in infancy. Grace E.
is at home. 1\frs. .Morris is a lady of taste and
refinement, beloved and admired not only in
the circle of her own family, but by the whole
neighborhood, where she is known for her many
ltind acts and charitable disposition. She has
also taken a great interest in the education of
her children.
Although Mr. Morris has seen many milestones on life's journey, he is still vigorous in
body and active in mind. He takes a lively in-
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terest in all current events, and is a stanch supporter of the principles of the Liberal party.
On account of his high character he has been
called upon to serve the county and township
in many responsible positions. F or eleven years
he has been township councillor, and for two
years he set·vcd as deputy reeve, the office giving
him a seat on the board of the county council.
From youth he has been a member of the Presbyterian Church, and he is a regular attendant
at Camden Knox Church, to which he has liberally contributed. Fraternally he is a member
of Lodge No. 34, A.O.U.W., at Comber. T he
life history of Mr. Morris tells many lessons, and
should be of the greatest encouragement to other
youths who start oUJt in life handicapped. H e
has made his own honorable way in the world,
depending upon himself, and in the evening of
life can look back over wen-spent years and enjoy the ease and comfort his industry has pro'Vided, and the respect and affection which his
acts have engendered.

I

MICHAEL DIEFFENBACH, ex-member of
the town council, and a prosperous farmer and
vineyardist, on P elee I sland, was born in Erie
County, New York State, Jan. 16, 1848, son of
Jacob and Caroline (Brown) Dieffenbach, natives of Alsace. The father was reared in his
native land, and served in the German army,
later emigrating to the United States, and settling in New York State, where he followed his
trade of a tailor. The mother died when Michael
was only thirteen years of age, and the lad then
went to live with a sister for a year or two, and
in 1867 he came to P elee Island, entering a vineyard. While engaged in this line, during the
evenings and at odd moments, he worked for the
neighbors, and being very thrifty he soon began
to prosper.
Soon after his marriage Mr. Dieffenbach purchased his present home farm, where he no\v has
one of the best vineyards on the I sland, consisting of five and one-half acres, brought to the
higl1est state of perfection.
On Aug. 11, 1871, Mr. Dieffenbach married
Miss Celina Watkins, a native of England, born
:'~lay 10, 1854.
'rheir children are: Elmo, a
resident of the Island, married Miss May McCormick; Lydia married David 1\fahana, of the
I sland, and has th1·ee children, Grace, Zina and
Francis; Hilda is at home ; two died in infancy
not named ; Roscoe was drowned at _the age of
twenty-two; and Earl, died in 1904, aged twentyone. I n politics 1\fr. Dieffenbach is a Grit,
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and he served several years in the to' ·n council.
lie is one of the best lmown and most influential
residents of this locality. In religious affiliations
he is a Protestant. l\Ir. Dieffenbach and his
family stand very high in the community, where
he has made his home for the better part of h is
life, and the prosperity they enjoy is well
merited.
JOHN GIRARD, a prosperous farmer of
Colchester North, County of E ssex, resides upon
his fine farm, Lot 3, Malden Road. lie was born
on his present farm March 17, 1858, son of
Tuson and Angeline (Lucier) Girard, both of
whom were natives of Sandwiclt, County of E ssex.
After t heir marriage the parents settled in
Colchester North, where the father cleared a
farm from the bush, the family living all the
while in a little log cabin. There Tuson Girard
died in March, 1887, aged sixty-three; his
widow survived him until June, 1896, when she
passed away also, aged sixty-three years. Th ey
were both members of tl1e Roman Catholic
Church, and good Christian people. They l eft
these children : Mary, born in Colchester North,
married Israel Splitlog, of Sandwich, and h as
a family; Joseph, born in 1855, now a mechanic
in Detroit, married Miss Adeline Lavett, of Anderdon, and they have t welve children; John;
J ames, bo1·n in 1862, now a farmer, married Miss
Sophia Deslippc, of Colchester, and l1as seven
children; Orilla, born in 1865, married .Tack
Donnelly, of Windsor, and bas four children;
Louis, born in 1867, married Miss Mary Labell,
of Sandwich, and has two children.
J ohn Girard received his education in Colchester, and during the time he was attending
school, he worked upon the farm. He also
learned to be a mechanic, and has found t his
knowledge very valuable.
In 1889 Mr. Girard married Miss Amelia
P ougat, born in township of Malden, on June
24, 1866, a daughter of J oseph and Mary CMongau) Pougat, early settlers of the County of
Essex. The following children have been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Girard: L ena, born in September, 1890; Douglas, born in 1892; Christine,
born in 1893; Clara, born in 1895; Wilfred,
born in 1897 ; 1\Iarie, born in 1898; L eo, born in
1901; and Madonna, born in J uly, 1903.
1\Ir. Girard purchased his father's old homestead of 150 acres on the 1\Ialden Road, upon
which he has made many improvements, and he
is one of the prosperous farmers of his locality.
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Politically he is a merobc~ of the Reform party,
and has held the offices of road master and pound
keeper. Religiously he is a devout Catholic.
H e is a member of the C.l\f.B.A. at Amherstburg, and takes an active interest in same. By
his hard work and thrifty habits :Mr. Girard has
accumulated considerable property, and has
gained many firm friends, as well as establishing
himself in the confidence of the community.
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JOHNSON MARSH SOPER (deceased).
From a local paper we copy the following:
''There are many events in the records of every
family in human life that would prove of much
interest and value in filling the pages of history,
if they could be obtained with any degree of
accuracy. 'l'here are but few families who can
trace their origin back over a century, or even
give an intelligent biography of their own lives.
Of the many thousand families of American
colonists who remained loyal to their inhel'itance
during the American Revolutionary struggle,
there came to Canada the Soper family, which
for the past century and a half has been an
extensive one, and of which there are but few
places in America which do not number some
of its offspring as .citizens.
"Leonard Soper, Sr., grandfather of the late
Johnson Marsh Soper, was born in the state of
Vermont in 1763. When a young man he married Betsy Marsh. A few years later, in 1797,
he followed his friends, the United Empire
Loyalists, and settled in Ontario on the Bay of
Quinte. After living there for four years, he
moved West and took up Lot 22, and his wife
Lot 23, in the 1st Concession of the township of
H ope, Durham county, near the beautiful waters
of Lake Ontario. The family at this time inCluded Betsy and Nancy, who were born in Vermont; Timothy, born at Sidney, and was said
to be the first white child born in the township,
the parents regretting afterwards that he had not
been christened 'Sidney'.
· ·
"When the family moved from Sidney Mr.
Soper rode a horse, leading two others, and swam
across the river Trent. Parmelia was the :first
born in Hope. 'l'hen followed Mariah, Guy, Ira,
Leonard, Benjamin, Armond and Ethan. His
wife died :in 1814, and a few years later he married 1\trs. Polly Bowen, by whom three children
were born-David, Hannah and Hiram. In the
natural order of succes.~ion the children and their
descendants comprise a scattered. colony. · (1)
Betsy married Capt. John Burns, of the British
army, and from this marriage were born J ohan-

na, Anna, Mariah, Eliza, George, James and
Georgianna. 'l'he greater portion of this family
intermingled in marriages. Mr. J ohn Burns, of
the Chatham marble works, is a grandson of
James, who was captain of many sailing craft
on Lake Ontario. One of these boats was the
Jane Anne Marsh, lauched at Port Brittain,
about 1850. (2) Nancy married Truman Cut·tis,
of Vermont (there being no schools in their
own country, Mr. Soper had taken his daughter
back to Vermont on horseback, to attend school;
henc·e the marriage with lVIr. Curtis), who came
t o Canada, and located on Lot 23, in the 2d Concession of Hope; to them were hom Leonard,
Mariah, Donald, Jacob, Ethan and Joseph. (3)
'l'imothy, who was born in Sidney, finally settled
in Bowmanville, where for many years he was
engaged in the milling business. He, too, was
married and raised a large family. ( 4) Parmelia, who was said to have been the first white
child born in the township of Hope, married
Pember Warner, and lived near Port Brittain;
there were born by this marriage seven children
-Elmira, Erastus, Parmelia, Truman, Pember,
Armond and Mary. The first of this family married J ohn H enry, grandfather of J oe Henry, of
Leamington. 'l'he second and third never married. · Truman was born in 1819, at Port Brittain.
He married Elizabeth Allen, of Port Hope. 1\fr.
W amer moved vVest about twenty-six years ago
and located on Lot 18 of the 1st Concession of
the township of Harwich, near Rondeau. A
family of four sons and six daughters were born
to them. Mary married Henry 'l'urk, of Port
Hope, who was manager of the William Sisson
Tannery Company of Port Hope years ago. Armond married Miss Sally Randall, and a family
of two sons and three daughters were born. ( 5)
Mariah Soper married Ben Youngs at the Trent,
and they had one son, who died young. (6)
Guy married Sally Rice, of Hope, and they raised three children-Charles, Edward and 'fruman. (7) Ira remained a bachelor. (8) Leonard was next in the order of birth. (9) Benjamin
died in middle age. (10) Armond married Laura
Odell, of Bowmanville, and had two children:
Franklin died, and Laura married Levi Sexton,
and Jives in Milwaukee, Wis. (11) Ethan mal'ried Margaret Little, of Clarke, and there were
born to them James, Nancy, Henrietta, Leonard
and Leander. Ethan died, and the family now
live in Bad Axe, Michigan. (12) David married
Sophia Smadus, and raised several children; later he moved to Minnesota, and is now among
the silent dead. (13) Hannah married Thomas
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Hunt, a successful merchant of Bowmanville and
Port llope, and a family of four sons and two
daughters was raised. One of the sons was \Villiam, who became an expert and daring ropewalker, bearing the name 'Signor Farina.' Mr.
Henry Watson helped him t o place the first rope
on which he ever practiced, that being on the ·
farm of Mr. Riders, near Port Brittain. 1\lr.
Hunt, Sr., has been living for many years retired. (14) Hiram married Emma Marsh,
daughter of Robert 1\farsh of Port Brittain.
'rhree daughters were born to them-l\lary, J essie and Gertt·ude. They lived in Port Hope until
1\fr. Soper died, when Mrs. Soper with her daughters, l\fary and Jessie, moved to Lo~ Angeles,
California. Mary and J essie married Bruce and
Hiram Williamson, sons of Col. Williamson, of
Port Hope.
"Leonard Soper, the eighth chilo, and the
father of our subject, married Lucy Sexton, of
Ferrisburg, Vermont, and two sons and one
daughter were born. :Mr. Soper lost his wife
and married again, his second wife being Catherine Sex.ten, and three daughters were born.
Leonard Soper was one of the pioneers of the
townships of Hope and Clarke, in the County of
Durham, and underwent the privations and hardships of a pioneer's life. He, his neighbor
Marsh, and others, owned a rude sailing craft.
lu the fall they would gather together, load
their boat with grain, and send it, in charge of
Capt. Soper, to Kingston, whence they would
return with enough flour to do for the year.
''Johnson M. Soper was the first son of Leonard Soper, and was born April18, 1832, in the
township of Hope, on the shore of Lake Ontario.
"As he grew into manhood, mechanical desires
gx·ew in him, and he devoted his spare moments
to some sp eculations and devising machinery. He
was the first known to construct a model clover
separator, but he lost the patent by being too
. free with speculating visitors. The elder Massey,
father of the Massey firm, lived in Newcastle
and was very friendly and encouraging to Mr.
Soper. By close and frugal habits the family
had amassed considerable wealth. Johnson and
his only brother Marquis. induced their father
to invest in lands. In 1865 they came West in
speculation and purchased nearly 800 aet·es of
the Robinson of Inches estate, at the Rond Eau,
Kent county. In 1886, the two brothers moved
West and took possession of the property. In
1867 a log dwelling was built near the Eau. Afterward a dock was built, and a steam barge \Vas
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used to carry. wood and other arti les of commerce acr()ss the Eau to the Gover ment piers,
for shipment. 'l'heir lands we1·e unsurpassed in
the Province for large and productive growth
of timber.
"In 1870 1\!r. Soper married Miss Hattie A.
·walker, of 'Vaupan, Wisconsin, daughter of
Levi Walker and his wife Jane A. (Powers) , of
Ferrisburg, Vermont. This change from bachelorism to married life changed their positiou
very much. Later on the beautiful 'Bay View'
brick structure was built, which is so nicely illustrated in the Dominion Atlas. Mr. Soper was
always very neat and tidy in all his undertakings,
his buildings were complete, and he had one of
the finest orchards in Western Canada. .His
buildings, with tasty lawn and surroundings,
were a credit to the county. For the best part
of his life he was afflicted with asthma. He bore
all his trials :with gr~at fortitude and cheerful
patience. About twelve years ago he let his
farm on shares, and moved to Sandwich, where
he purchased twelve acres of choice land, built
a comfortable house and outbuildings, and set the
greater portion out with the choicest fruits,
which for several years has been remunerative
and productive.
"On Friday, Jan. 18, 1901, 1\'Ir. Soper departed this life at his residence near Windsor.
Services were held at his residence on Sabbath
clay, and on :Monday, the 21st, the remains were
taken to Dlenbeim by the L. E. & D. R. R., and
were laid at rest in the family lot in the Evergreen cemetery. The members of Kent Lodge,
No. 274, A. F. &. A. 1\I., took charge of the remains, of which lodge the deceased was a chartered member. A large concourse of people,
brethren, mourners and friends, was present,
showing the greatest respect for the departed.
Hospitality and friendship in its broadest sense
·was the spirit of the home circle. This happy
abode of comfort is severed, the circle is broken,
death has entered its portals. Father's cha·i r is
vacant, and hearts are rent with grief. The
memory of a noble man is cherished in our
hearts. The world was much better by him
being in it to perpetuate himself in others' lives.
''He leaves behind, to sadly mourn his separation, his aged and reRpected mother-in-law,
1\Trs. Jane A. Walker, who is now over ninety
years of age, having been born in 1810, and who
is an original Daughter of the American Revolution. She is a remarkably active and intelligent
aged lady, and the last of a family of si:dcen

-·- ...........

lJ

I
i

'

I

11
!

I

I

I!
~

1

~

'!,'

566

COl\IMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

I'

I

'

i'
i:

\i

:f
l

j

'
;

,.

·'1

·:

;I
.;

·i

'
:.

tl

'! I

,,•'~
\.

.

i

t~

.·'
;

j~

I·

1

i·

twenty years, served as a soldier in the Civil
War, and there married and remained ; Thomas
also served during the Civil War in the States ;
l\Iary married and died in Detroit; Henry also
married in the States; Julia Ann married (first)
John Camp, and (second) ~fanuel Adolphus, of
Comber.
John W. Peterson was born April 24, 1829,
in Mersea township. As a young man he followed farming, but at a later period embarked
in the butchering business, being one of the first
to engage in the wholesale butchering business
in this section. He carried on this industry for
some t wenty years, selling hundreds of cattle in
the Windsor market. His first farming was in
the vicinity of Ruthven, and on the farm now
owned by our subject several members of his
family were born. Later he bought a fifty-acre
farm on J..~ot 6, Concession 2, making the improvements now so noticeable, and there he resided until his death, which occurred April 18,
1897, at the age of sixty-eight years. Besides
farming he also bought much stock, purchasing
many cattle for the Walkers of Walkerville. As
a farmer he was one of the most successful men
of the township, and he owned considerable land,
in addition to..his home farm, buying 130 acres on
Lot 2, Concession 3, which property was, until
March, 1904, occupied by his two sons, Norman
and Raymer. In politics, Mr. Peterson was a
Conservative. Fraternally he was a Mason. - In
religious belief he was a Methodist, and in his
later years he took an active part in church
matters.
In 18~7 Mr. Peterson married Jane McMullen, who was born Jan. 3, 1832, in Ireland, and
was three years old when she came to America
with her parents, John and Margaret (Dudgeon)
McMullen. To Mr. and Mrs. P eterson were born
NORMAN PETERSON, ex-reeve of the town- children as follows: George, of Kingsville;
ship of Gosfield South, is one of the leading _ Josiah, a prosperous farmer on Lot 8, Concession
retired citizens of Leamington, County of Essex, 2, Gosfield South; Norman, of this sketch; Reand is prominent both in political and agricul- becca, the deceased wife of A. Bruner; Philemon,
tural circles.
a r esident of Michigan; Margaret, wife of Archi. Dennis Peterson, his grandfather, was born . bald Wilson, of Delray, Michigan; Elizabeth,
in the State of Pennsylvania.. In young man- wife of F . H . Slater, of Leamington; Sabina,
hood he came to Mersea township, County of who died aged seventeen years; Raymer, a farmEssex, where he followed the shoemaking trade, er of Gosfield South; Nelson, on the home farm.
his shop having been located on a corner which
Norman Peterson, the. third son of the late
is now included in the best portion of the busi- John W. Peterson, was born June 27, 1861, in
ness locality of Leamington. He died in 1856, Gosfield. He grew up near Ruthven, enjoying
aged sixty-five years, leaving a widow, formerly the advantages of good schools. At the age of
a Miss Kenyon. They had these children: Grace twenty-t wo years he came to his present farm on
is deceased; John W. is the father of our sub- Lot 2, Concession 3, and has made here the subject; Daniel went to the States at the age of stantial improvements which mark this as one of

children. Mrs. Soper was born in the township
of Clarke in 1838; she is worthy, energetic and
competent for the full burdens that now weigh
heavy with her. Her daughters, Laura Jane and
Lucy Alberta Mabel, are young women, well
educated and accomplished; the former is a
teacher in the Detroit Conservatory of :Music,
and the latter is an artist of ability. Mary, the
adopted daughter, is one of the household and
dear to all. Love is ever supreme with these
daughters in the happy home. 1\Iarquis, the
only brother, lives on and owns his portion of
the Rond Eau property, one of the best in Canada, and has remained a bachelor; his sister
Catherine, wife of Capt. Shaw, has lived for
years near the Bay View Farm, but will move
in the spring with the family to Manitoba; Adeline married Manley C. Rose, of Oshawa, now in
Toronto; Georgie married Charles Whitmore;
Emeline married Henry Spencely of Oshawa,
and died Jan. 18, 1877. The relatives are numerous, and all friends mourn the earthly separation. In politics the deceased was a zealous Liberal, being liberal in spirit, and a broad-minded
citizen.
''Of the deceased, an intimate and life-long
friend, writes as follows: 'I regarded him as
one of earth's noblemen. He was a loving husband, an indulgent and affectionate father, a
dear and kind brother, and a true and trustworthy friend. . It is a consolation to remember
that he was always a good man, doing what was
just and right to his fellow-men. He was kind
and considerate to all about him, and he encouraged and respected goodness wherever he
discovered it. Can we not trust him in the
hands of that beneficent and wise Being, knowing
that the Judge of _all the earth will do right?' "
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the most attractive, as well as valuable, farms
of this neighborhood. H e has retained only forty
acres of his original holdings, public matters
claiming the major part of his time. He has
engaged in general farming, and as a specialty
has grown considerable tobacco. His land has
also produced t omatoes of the finest quality in
abundance. In March, 1904, he moved to his
present modern home in Leamington.
Politically Mr. P eterson is a Conservative,
and he has been a prominent man in municipal
affairs for years. In 1897 he was elected councillor, and he filled that important office for six
years. Since the election in 1903, he has been
reeve of t he township, filling that office with the
faithfulness which has marked all his public
service. He declined re-nomination in 1904.
Educational affairs have always claimed a l arge
share of Mr. Peterson's attention, and for thirt een years he consented to serve as trustee · of
School Section No. 9, during the greater part of
this time, being chairman of the board. The excellence of the schools in this district may surely
be, in great measure, attributed to the influence
of the representative men who have had their
true interests at heart.
On Nov. 23, 1883, 1\Ir. ·P eterson was united
in marriage with Capitola Slater, born in County
Kent, in 1861, daughter of Hiram and Lucinda
(Bruner) Slater, and two daughters have been
born to them: Ethel Mina and Eleanor. :Mr.
P eterson is a member of the Methodist Church,
and for a number of years was superintendent
of the S unday School. Socially he is a member
of Lodge No. 9, I .O.F., of Kingsville, and B eaver Lodge, I.O.O.F., of Ruthven.
THOMAS MALCOLM HAIRSINE, of Mersea township, County of Essex, has made a success of stock growing and farming, particularly
of tobacco cultur e. He was born Sept. 16, 1850,
on the H airsine homestead, in the township of
Mersea, son of the late Thomas, and a brother of
.Alfred Hairsine, a 'vell .kno,vn citizen of the
Uounty, who bas been clerk of 1\Iersea township
for many years.
:Mr. H airsine attended the local schools and
r emained with his parents assisting his father,
as the eldest son, very materially on the farm
until 1875, when he started out for himself on
a tract of 100 acr es, on Lot 230, located east of
the homestead. This land was given him by his
fathe-r:, and was still in its wild state. Mr.
Hairsin e t ook charge of it and pushed his work
with vigor, soon creating here a nne farm on

which he erected substantial buildings and made
many admirable improvements. His attention
has been given to the raising of stbck, general
farming and tobacco growing, and through industry anu energy he has wo11 a place among the
substantial men of his locality.
On June 2, 1875, in Mersea township, 1\Ir.
lJ airsinc married Cordelia Kimball, bom in
l\Iersea township June 17, 1852, daughter of
Xelson and Melissa (Stockwell) Kimball, and
they havE: h ad three children born to them: Per cy,
who operates the farm at home and occupies a
St>parate dwelling, married J essie, daughter of
Hobert Fish ; they have t wo children, Sterling
and E va. Howard, who is a barber by trade, resides in British Columbia. Maude died at the
age of one and one-half years. .1\Irs. IIairsine is
active in the Methodist Church, and is a l ady
beloved and admired in her home and neighborhood.
In politics 1\Ir. Ilairsine is a strong Conservative. lie takes a good. citizen's interest in -educational matters, and is ser ving as trustee of
Section No. 2. He is a member of the Methodist
Church, and is a liberal contributor to its various channels of benevolence.
EDWARD l\JcPHARLIN, a prosperous
farmer of l\Jaidstone township, Middle Road,
County Essex, Ont., was born in Maidstone, Lot
11, Aug. 16, 1852, son of Hugh and Margaret
(N'olan) McPharlin, both of whom were born in
County Clare, Ireland, he in 1810, and his wife
in 1830, and both came to Canada. when young.
H ugh McPharlin was the son of Edward and
Bridget (Fosset) McPharl in, who came to Canada at a very early day, and were among the
first settlers of Maidstone. There they redeemed
wild land, and lived for many years in a little
log cabin. Edwaru 1\IcPharlin died in 1850, and
his wife in 1866. They had :five sons and five
daughters: J ohn; Peter ; James; Patrick ; IIugh;
Margaret; Mary married John Wood; Catherine
married a l\Ir. McKernan ; Nancy married Frank
Riley; Nettie married a Mr. Devett, and all are
now deceased.
H ugh McPharlio, father of our subject, settled on the old homestead, where his death occured in 1888, and he left his wife, who is still
a resident of the old farm, with ten children :
l\Jary J., born in 1\faidstone, married 1\fichael
1\fcHngh, a prominent ·r esident of 1\faids tone,
who is mentioned elsewhere ; Ed ward: Peter,
born in 1854, married l\fiss Nancy McCann, of
Sandwich, now deceased, and had four children,
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Andrew, Joseph, Maggie and Loretta, and he
now resides in Detroit; Annie, born in 1856,
married J ohn Mullin, of Rochester township,
and they have the following family: Edward,
Charles, Thomas, Willie, 1\fary, Agnes, Beatrice,
Robert and Anastasia; Katie, born in 1858, married Richard l3urnett, of Rochest er township,
and their family is as follows: Frank, Edwin,
George, ArtllUr, Alfred, Margaret and Wilfred;
John, born in 1860, now residing on the old
home in Maidstone, married Mary E. Tracey, of
Rochester, and has three children, Aloysins,
Stella and Ella; Maggie, born in 1862, is now
one of the sisters in the convent at Kalamazoo,
where she has been for twelve years; Ellen, born
in 1864, is the wife of Thomas M:cPharlin, of
Minneapolis. .Minnesota, they have two. ch~ld
ren, Albert and Maggie; Alice, born in 1866,
married Eli Compton, of Minneapolis, and has
a family; Rosella, born in 1868, now deceased,
married Thomas McPharlin, who resides in Maid·stone, and they had one son, Frank.
Edward McPharlin, the eldest son of the
above family, grew up on the home farm, where
he received a common school education. When
a young man, be married, in June, 1882, Maggie
Graham, born in Rochester township, on June
4, 1856, daughter of 'Francis and Margaret
(Dailey) Graham, old pioneers of this township
of Rochester. Francis Graham was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and his wife was born in Ireland.
Mr. and Mrs. McPharlin settled upon their
present farm, where Mr. McPharlin has cleared
up a £ne property, has erected substantial buildings, and has become one of the most progi:essive farmers of Maiclstooe: Six children have
been born to himself and wife: Mary E., born in
March, 1886; James G., born in December, 1888;
Zenas E. D., born Aug. 21, 1890; Edward L.,
born in February, 1892 ; Margaret D .., born in
March, 1894; Ann F., born in March, 1896. Religiously Mr. and Mrs. McPharlin are members ·
of the Catholic Church, in which the parents of
Mr. McPharlin ~'ere very prominent, and the
founders of the church in this locality. Politically Mr. McPharlin has always been a member
of the Reform party, and he has served very acceptably upon t he school board, having always
taken a great interest in educational matters.
He was also secretary and treasurer of the
board for six or eight years. His fraternal affiliations are with the C.l\I.B.A., a church organization.
While Hugh McPharlin has passed · away
from the scene of his earthly struggle's, his mem-

and the good work he accomplished remains.
Unassuming and retiring in dispositioq, he devoted himself to his family, his church and the
community at large, and conducted all of his
transactions according to the dictates of his conscience, carefully trained by his church. While
great public distinction did not come to him,
JJor would he have. welcomed it, he set an excellent example, and lived up to his religious belief.
His family was carefully reared by himself and
his good wife, in the fear and understanding of
God, to be conscientious Catholics, and honored
men and women. His wife survives, and is a
noble type of the pioneer women of her day.
Her children rise up and call her blessed, and
throughout the neighborhood, she is greatly beloved for the many acts of Christian kindness,
emanating from her great, kindly heart.
OJ'Y

ELIE QUENNEVILLE, a district deputy of
the council for the County of Essex, and one of
the well known agriculturists of Tilbury North,
is in every way a· prominent figure in the township, and is a man of unusually broad and liberal
views. H e was born on the farm in St. Anicet,
County of Huntingdon, Quebec, Jan. 22, 1858,
and was one of fifteen childr en born to John
Baptiste and Margaret (Dupuis) Quennevi lle.
John Baptiste Quenneville died in St. Albert,
Ont., in 1894, aged seventy-seven; his wife had
passed away in 1891, aged sixty-nine years. They
were farming people, and the latter years of
their lives were spent in retirement on the iOOacre farm their labor had carved ont of the
wilderness. They were devout members of the
Roman Catholic Church. The:ir children were :
I..~ouis, a farmer, who died in Casselman, Ont.;
Damas, a farmer and ex-councillor at St. Albert;
Justinian, who died aged six years; Philomene,
who wedded Oliver Chatel, of St. I sidore de
Prescott, Ont. ·; Olivier, a farmer, former merchant and ex~warden at Casselman; Napoleon, a
farmer and .t own clerk at Casselman; Anicet,
who died in Tilbury North, aged forty-eight;
Isidore, in the real estate business and ex-alderman at Sturgeon Falls, Ont.; Josephine, of North
Hndson, New York, who mar~ied (first) Alexander Delorm, and (second) l\Iitchell Pasino;
Gilbert, 3: farmer of Tilbury North; Elie; Marie,
of Rockland, Ont., who married Charle Joanis;
Salome, of St. Albert, who married Amtable
Quesnel; Delima, of Beauharnois, Que., who married Pacifique Madore, a farmer.; and Joseph, a
hotel keeper at Crysler, Ontario.
School advantages in the farming <;listricts of
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Quebec wet·e t!xceedingly limited as far back as
the "sixties," and the la1·ge family at home
made it necessary for Elie Quenneville to h('lp
his father most of the time, so that he was able
to secure a very little education. As that little
was acquired in a F.rench school, he b.-new nothing whatevet• of the English language. When he
stat·ted out for himself at the age of nineteen,
with only twenty-five cents in his pocket, he
managed to make l1is way to the States, and
began working in Crown Point iron mines near
Lake Champlain. There his ignorance of English was a gt·eat drawback to him, and he very
soon determined to master the language, although
that meant hard study at night after his long
day's work. After three yeat·s of life at Lake
Champlain, having a strong clesit·e to sec the
great West, Mr. Quenneville went to Colorado,
where he worked in the gold and silver mines
until 1881. During all these years he was still
at work at his English, and by clint of careful
study, extended reading and close observation
he acquired a thorough mastery of it, now having at his command both English and French.
Returning from Colorado to Ontario he located
on what is now Tilbury North township, wltere
he bought a tract of 100 acres on Concession 4,
which was then , nothing but a wilderness. Tie
cleared tl1e land, built a log house, and by his
untiring industry and strict attention to his business, succeeded so well that he added first 162
acres more to his farm, and later a 150-acre
tract in Rochester township, now owning and
operating 412 acres in all. In 1898 he put up
a fine brick dwelling on the spot where the original log cabin had stood for fifteen years. The
house is one of the finest in the township, while
the barns and out-farm buildings are excellently
adapted t o their purpose. l\fr. Quenneville is
engaged in general farming, stock raising and
lumbering, and in the course of twenty-one years
has become one of the largest land owners and
most prosperous far mers io the county. Desidcs
being a man with a thorough knowledge of his
own lines, and a sagacious investor, he is ,·ery
enterprising and progressive in his ideas, and is
thoroughly posted in the events of the day.
Never too much absorbed in his own interests to be awake to the needs of llis town, Mr.
Quenneville has always been foremost in e\·ery
movement of advantage to his community. lie
was a st<>ckholder, director and treasurer of the
cheese factory, is treasurer of the Threshing
Association, and was a stock holder in the Binding Twine .Company, since dissolved. In public
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life he is a stanch Liberal, and, Jeing a born
fighter as well as a strictly honest ban, he has
waged several active campaigns against corruptions in the township. In one, while he was
himself defeated as a candidate for reeve, he
secured the election of good men on the council,
and so prevented a continuation of the existing
dishonest methods in town affairs. For three
year·s he was a member of the township council ;
for five years he was treasurer of the township;
and for the past two years he has been one of
the district deputies for the County of Essex.
He is a man of great ability, and is noted for his
straightforward, honorable dealings.
In 1882, .Mr. Quenneville was married to
Miss Dorilda Dupuis, who was born in the
County of l\faskinonge, Que., Sept. 27, 1862,
daughter of Elie and Leocadie (Landry) Dupuis. She is a woman of refinement, devoted to
.ner home and family, and has been in every
sense a helpmeet to her husband. Of their eleven
children two died in infa.ncy; the others are
Laura, Alderic, Donalda, Origene, Albert, Alida,
Hermas, Vilmere and Aldas. 1\fr. and 1\frs.
Quenneville are lloman Catholics, members of
t he parish of St. Joachim. The former is a membet• of the Canadian Order of Foresters, Court
1\o. 900, Olympic Lodge, in St. Joachim, in
which l1e has filled the office of Chief Ranger.
Elie Dupuis, father of Mrs. Quenneville, was
born in the County of 1\Iaskinonge, Quebec, as
was his wife, and they were there married. In
186.3, with their eight children, they came to
Rochester township, County of Essex, and t ook
np 100 acres of wild land. Mr. Dupuis was
always interested in public affairs, and while
in Quebec was a member of the township council.
He died in 1882, aged fifty-four, and his wife
survived nntil 1900, when she passed away aged
seventy-four years. They were members of the
Catholic Church. Of their twelve children, four
died in infancy in Quebec. Of the others, Denis
is a farmer in North Dakota; J oseph is a prospector in Montana; George is a merchant in
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.; Caroline married Francis
Sylvestor, a farmer in Rochester township; Dorilda, wife of Elie Quenneville, and 1\felina, wife
of Alphonse Dupuis, are t-wins; Anna died unmarried; and Louis is lumbering in Wisconsin.
ALDERT J . GOLDEN, son of Jasper Golden,
a pioneer teacher of Gosfield South, County of
Essex, is a farmer in the northern part of the
homestead farm, and he was born in that township, Oct. 24, 1861. Tie enjoyed the advantages
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of the common schools, and' learned all the details of farming undet· the careful supervision
of his father. When he attained to mature years,
he began farming upon the north part of his
father's property, originally the Joseph Malott
farm. As the property was heavily timbered,
he did considerable clearing, and erected a comfortable house . upon it, as well as substantial
barns and appropriate outbuildings. Through
his untiring industry and enterprise, he has become one of the successful farmers of the township.
1\Ir. Golden takes an active interest in matters
of local impot·tance, and has served seven years
as a trustee of the Kingsville schools, and also
as assessor of the township for four years. Religiously he is a consistent and active member
of the English Church.
On April 24, 1889, he was happily united in
marriage with Louisa Bratt, a daughter of J ohn
Bratt, deceased, of Amherstburg. To this marriage have come the following children: Jasper
Percival, born April 3, 1891; Mary Mildred, born
July 8, 1894; Myrtle Louise, born Sept. 1, 1896;
Albert Cecil, bo~n Nov. 13, 1898.
ALEX SINNASAC, a retired f armer of the
6th Concession, Lot 1, in Anderdon, was born in
l\Ialden township, Aug. 5, 1835, son of James and
Louisa (La Barre) Sinnasac, of an old pioneer
family of the County of Essex.
James Sinnasac was the son of James, who
came from France· to 1\lontreal, where he died.
J ames the younger, was the only one of the famHy to come to the County of Essex, or even to
that region. He and his wife were both born
in Montreal, where they grew up and married,
coming to Windsor, Canada, in 1830. They
lived there some four years before moving to
Malden t ownship, where Mr. Sinnasac engaged
in farming some forty years, then moving to Detroit, where he lived at the time of his death, in
l o81. His wife died at the home of her son Alex
in 1887. They were the parents of thirteen children, twelve of whom grew up, though only five
are now living. We have record of the following: (1) Phyllis, the eldest living, in Detroit,
married Gabriel Fertes, now deceased, and had
two daughters: Christine, the wi£e of Curtis
White, of Detroit; and Hattie. (2) Harriet,
born in Malden, is the wife of Fred Trombley,
Concession 2, Anderdon, and has a family of
twelve children. (3) Gilbert, a business man of
Detroit, has a wife and one son. (4) Edward,
(5) Louise, (6) Philemon, (7) Lipeant, (8)

Catherine and (9) Marshall an' all deceased.
(10) Alex is mentioned below.
Alex Sinnasac Jived in Malden township
until he was eighteen years old, when he began
working at a saw mill in Port Huron. After
four years there he took up the carpenter's
trade, which he followed sixteen years, and so
earned the means to buy the present horne, which
was then mostly wild land. '!'here he and his
wife lived in a little log house until, in 1881,
he erected his new home; he has built good barns
and made many general improvements. He also
owns 100 acres on the 7th Concession, where he
has made improvements.
In 1858 Mr. Sinnasac married Pauline Arquett, who was born and reared in Anderdon,
daughter of Louis Arquett, one of the old
pioneers of Canada. To this union has come a
large family of children, viz. : (1) James, the
eldest, a resident of Amherstburg, married Miss
J;ouisa Moran of that city and has two children.
(2)Alcx. married Miss Maggie Bondy, and lives
in Anderdon on a farm. (3) Albert married a
Miss Bondy, and lives with his family in Sandwich West. (4) Robert married ~Iiss Louisa
Perqua, and resides in Colchester. They have
three children. (5) Frank is at home unmarried. (6) Edward is a sailor. (7) La11ren and
(8) Alena are at home. (9) Hattie is the wife
of John Bondy, of Anderdon. (10) Maud married D. Bondy, of Anderdon, and has four children. (11) Bell and (12) Vida are unmarried.
Politically Mr. Sinnasac has always been identified with the old Conservative party; he bas
held the office of councilman of Anclerdon four
years, and has been a school trustee for a much
longer period. Religiously Mr. Sinnasac, like
his parents, is a consistent member of the Catholic Church; the family helped to found and
build the churches in Anderdon and Malden
townships.
Mr. Sinnasac is one of Anderdon 's self-made
men, who started life on his own resources and
without the help of any one. From a small beginJJ.ing he has accumulated considerable means,
and owns one of the finest houses in Anderdon.
Mr. Sinnasac has filled the positions of trust, to
which he was chosen, with intelligence and credit
to himself, as well as to his constituents, and has
been active in everything that promised good to
the community. lie is a man esteemed by all
who know him for his kindly disposition and
upright conduct in every phase of life's activities.
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JOliN ROACH, a well-known farmer and
stock raiser of Talbot Street, Mersea township,
was born April 19, 1847, on the Roach homestead, in Mersea township.
The Roach family is of Irish origin, but for
several generations its r epresentatives have made
their home in Canada. Morris Roach was the
first of the name in County Essex, and was a
British soldier in the War of 1812. He took
part in the battles of Lundy's Lane and Long
Point. In 1818 he came to Mersea township,
and drew Lot 235, on 'ralbot Street, out of ·the
grant of Col. Talbot. Here he settled in a log
cabin, and spent the remainder of his life1 engaged in improving his property. After his life
was over, h e was buried in the Roach cemetery.
For a number of years he was a consistent member of the Methodist Church. In politics he was
a Conservative. Morris Roach married Mary
· Pardo, widow of John Storey, a woman of Christian character, and a member of the Methodist
Church. She died on the homestead, and was
also buried in the Roach cemetery. 1\Ir. Roach
was a man of note in his township, and served
f or a long time as a justice of the peace. His
children were: Samuel, who died in Toledo,
Ohio; Mor ris; Mary Ann who married (first)
Thomas Marcott and (second ) Edwin Scofield;
William; Francis; James; and Nancy.
Morris Roach (2), son of Mords and father of
John Roach, was only six weeks old when the family came to 1\fersea township. Like other sparsely
settled localities, that portion of 1\Iersea was
slow in providing sufficient school facilities, and
the youth of the time were unfortunately unable
to study or have the advan tages which, at present, are considered a part of a child's birthright. When he grew up he spent two years in
Leamington, but then decided to return to fa-rming. After purchasing 100 acres of the homestead farm, he settled upon it, and there passed
the remainder of his life. He was a pioneer
t obacco grower, and was extensively engaged in
stock raising, keeping up his interest until near
the close of his life, at the age of seventy-two
years. He was interred in the family cemetery.
In politics he was a Conservative on national
questions, but locally voted independently. He
served as school trustee, and was always interested in affording advantages for the younger
generation which had not been possible for him
to enjoy. Doth he a.nd wife were consistent and
worthy members of the Methodist Church. He
married Anne Lamarsh, born in Mersea township,
who died . in February, 1876, aged fifty-seven
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years. Their children were: Mary, wife of H enry
Setterington, of Leamington; Elizabeth, wife of
Cornelius Wiper, of Michigan; William, farmer
on a pnrt of the old homestead; J oh~; Robert,
a resident of Monroe County, Michigan; and
Morris W., a resident of 'Walkerville. The
second marriage of Morris Roach, Sr., was to
Mrs. 1\Iargaret Courtney, who died in Leamington.
J ohn Roach, the subject proper of this
sketch, was educated in the district schools of
his township, and remained till young manhood
assisting his father on the home f arm. He then
settled on Concession .5, Lot 14, on a tract of fifty
acres of woodland. H ere he built a log house,
cleared up a good portion o£ his property, and
occupied it for ten years, selling then and buying one-half of the old homestead, where he has
ever since been successfully engaged in farming
and stock raising.
Mr. Roach has made a success of the growing
of tobacco, his land apparently possessing the
right constituents for its culture. He has taken
pride and pleasure in h is surroundings, has
erected a fine home and made many substantial
improvements, possessing a home of comfort as
well as of attractiveness and large value.
In politics 1\Ir. Roach is a Liberal and he
has t alcen a very active part in public affairs.
In 1896 he ·was elected a member of the township
council, and served in that capacity for six years.
In addition he has capably filled other offices,
being school trustee, for nine years tax collector, and for seven years assessor. I~e is equally
active in church matters, being a. member of the
Wesley Methodist Church of Talbot Street, a
class leader and Sunday School superintendent.
On June 15, 1868, Mr. Roach married Ann
Jones, who was born in Gosfield township, Dec.
18, 1850, daughter of Benjamin and Sar ah
(Noble) J ones, both residents of Leamington.
'rhe children born to this union are the f ollowing: Adolphus Edwin, a blacksmith at Leamington, married Flor a Malott; Sylvester Wellington,
a farmer of M:ersea township, married Rebecca
Malotte, and they have had five children; Clara
Isabella married Frederick White, of M'ersea
to\mship, and has had f our children; Laura
Augusta is at home; Cora Ann married Oliver
Setterington, of Mersea to·wnship, and has one
daughter; Lewis Gordon, a. blacksmith at Learn-·
ington, married Ella Nash, and has tw·o daught ers; Carl B. is at home.
1\Ir. Roach is a member of the Loyal Orange
Association, and takes a very active interest in
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its work. H e is one of the substant ial and r epresentative men of his locality, and is held in high
esteem by all who know him.
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JOHN E. MOORE, a well-to-do and representative farmer of Gosfield North, Lot 266, on
the Korth Rear Road, is one of the self-made
citizens of the County of Essex, a roan who by
persistent industry has risen from a poor estate
to his present position of wealth and influence.
?l!r. Moore was born in the County of Carleton,
Ont., F eb. 20, 1848, and passed the earlier part
of his life in that r egion.
Robert and Margaret (Williams) Moore, his
parents, were both born in County Cavan, Ireland, and were married there before coming to
America. Arriving in Canada in an early day,
they settled in the County of Carleton, where
they had the usual experiences of pioneers making a new home in a new country, and where
they pas.c;ed the rest of their lives. They belonged to the Church of England, and Mr. Moore
in his political creed was a firm Conservative.
His death occurred in 1889, and that of his wife
a few years later in 1896. They wer'e the parents of seven children: (1) Francis, a farmer,
married Mrs. Elizabeth Morgan, of the County
of Carleton, where he settled and died, leaving
no family. (2) Jane Ann, born in Canada, is
the wife of John Dilworth, who resides at North
Gore, County of Carleton, and has a f amily of
three children, Frederick, Maggie and John. (3)
1\Iaggie, born in the County of Carleton, is the
widow of J ohn Howe, and r esides in Assiniboia,
with her three sons, Thomas J ., Garner and
William F. (4) Mary, born in 1852, is the wife
of Samuel Harnett, of North Gore, in the County
of Carleton. She has a f amily of six, Willie
(married and settled in O.:dord), How~rd, Maggie (who married William Robinson), Samuel,
Della and Lena. . ( 5) Robert, born in 1854, is
unmarried and a resident of North Gore, County
of Carleton. (6) . John E. is mentioned below.
(7 ) . William, who died at the age of thirty-five
married Lydia Morgan, and had two children,
Mary and William.
J ohn E. Moore grew to manhood in his native county, and acquired his education in th<'
district schools. Until he r eached his majority
he was occupied mainly with work on his father 's
farm, though he began even while a boy to do
day's work around in the neighborhood, thus
Jraining his start in the world. For the first
f e,v years after his marriage he settled on the

old homestead in Carleton, anti then r ented a
farm at Windfall, Ont., where he remained three
years. Meanwhile the prospects offered in Gos·
field North in the County of Essex, seemed to
him to offer greater opportunities to a farmer,
and in 1881 he removed to that township, and
bought the wild land which he has developed
into the tine farm, where he is still r esiding,
He has added fifty acres to his first purchase,
has brought his land all under cultivation, put
up handsome modern buildings, and nO\V owns
a most attractive farm, whose ample products
have made him one of the successful and wealthy
agriculturists of his section.
On May 6, 1875, in Kemptville, Ont., Mr.
:Moore and Miss Carrie Harnett were united in
marriage, and to this union five children have
been born, of w)lom the you~gest, Bower, died
in childhood. (1) Ida, the eldest, who was
born Nov. 23, 1876, before the family r emoved
to Gosfield, is the wife of J ohn Robinson, of
the County of Carleton, and resides in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where Mr. Robinson is a railroad supervisor. They have one daughter, Irma.
(2) Augustus, also born in the County of Carleton, Nov. 19, 1878, is a resident of Chatham,
Ont., where he works as carpenter. H e married Miss Amy Hill, of Port Huron. (3) Homer,
born in Gosfield Nort h, May 4, 1884, is at home.
( 4) Myrtle, was born at the present home Aug.
10, 1891.
~Irs. Moore was born Feb. 18, 1854, in the
County of Carleton, daughter of Samuel and
Fannie (Brownlee) Harnett, natives of I reland,
who were married in that count ry. Coming to
Canada, they located in Kitley, County of Brockville, Ont., where 1\fr. Harnett purchased a farm
of 100 acres, and r emained a number of years.
Selling out, he removed to the County of Carleton, where he again purchased a farm, and there
made a permanent home. He was intelligent
and active until his death, which occurred in
July, 1902, when he was ninety-seven years old.
Mrs. Harnett p assed away in July, 1880, at the
age of sixty-five years. They were members of
the Church of England. Their children were
as · follows: Mary Ann (deceased) became the
wife ·of Thomas Hicks, of Essex, Ont., and has
twelve children. J ane (deceased) married William Edwards, and had one child. Eliza (deceased) married Robert Sufforn, and had three
children. Fannie (deceased) married Reuben
P erkins, and had five children. James married
Rachel Sufforn, of. Oxford, Ont., and had nine
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children. Rebecca married Thomas Fox, of
Southern California, and hacl one child. Samuel, of North Gore, County of Carleton, married
Mary Moore, sister of J ohn E. Moore, and they
had six children. Carrie is the wife of John E.
1\foorc. Margaret became the wife of William
McCreary, of Merrickville, Ont., and had seven
children. Sarah married Thomas Good, of Addison, Ont., and had nine children. J ohn married
Esther Noffatt, of the County of Carleton; they
had no children. William married Sarah Wright,
of the County of Carleton, and they had two
child ren.
Both Mr. and Mrs. )Ioore are connected with
the Church of England and are prominent
among the supporters of that denomination in
their neighborhood. Politically Mr. l\Ioore has
always been found in the ranks of the Conservative party. While never a seeker after office,
he is essentially a public-spirited citizen, striving
wherever possible to help on the progress of his
locality. He is upright in character, kindly in
disposition, and is both popular and highly respected by those in whose midst his lot has been
cast. Fraternally he affiliates with the A.O.U.W.
at Woodslee.
JAMES SHAY, one of the prominent men
ot Amherstburg, County of Essex, is descended
from Irish and Scotch parentage.
Timothy Shay, his grandfather, was born in
Ireland about 1780, and was a sailor all his life.
As early as 1810 he emigrated to the County
of Essex, purchasing 200 acres in Colchester South, on Lake Erie, wbere he died
about 1858, although he did not give up
his seafaring life. He married a l\liss McLean, who was born in the County of Essex of Scotch parentage, and who died in Colchester South, in 1880, at the unusual a~ of
ninety-nine years. The children born to Timothy Shay and wife were as follows: John, Edward, Thomas, Timothy, Catherine (who married John Arnold, of Chatham, and both are
deceased), Susan (who married Reuben Crandell), Elizabeth (widow of Fredrich 1\Iiller, of
Michigan), Polly (who married James Smith),
and Laura (who married James Arnold, of
Chatham, and is deceased) .
John Shay, son of Timothy, was born in Colchester South, in 1812. In 1842 he married Margaret Rae, daughter of J ames Rae, of Scotch extraction, and a prominent farmer and merchant
of Colchester South. In politics John Shay was
a Liberal and in religious faith both he and his
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wife were Baptists. His death occurred March
17, 1874, while his wife died in 1885. Their
children were: Eliza Jane, who married Abram
Boyle; Adelaide, who married Charles Dell, of
Oxley; James; Roland, a farmer of \Yelland;
Judson, who married Minnie Sincsack, of Colchester South; and Annie, wife of George
Gauthier.
James Shay was born on the old homestead
in Colchester South J uly 4, 1848, and there grew
to manhood. He followed farming in Colchester,
and became owner of the old homestead of 200
acres. In 1890 1\1r. Shay sold his fine farm, and
settled in Amherstburg, where he is now enjoying the fruits of his many years of unremitting
labor. On J une 5, 1876, he married Miss Lydia
Bell, and their one son, Allen, born in 1877, is
one of the most thoroughly accomplished musicians in Western Ontario, having studied music
in Detroit, where for some time he was connected
with the leading musical schools, and has since
been musical director of leading opera troops in
the United States. 1\lr. Shay is a consistent.
member of the Church of England, as was also
his wife. Politically he is a Liberal, although
he has never taken an active part in public
aftairs. Fraternally he belongs to the A.O.U.W.
and the K. of P. Mrs. Shay died Dec. 8, 1902,
and was buried in .Amberstburg.
James Bell, the father of 1\lrs. Shay, was
born in Scotland in 1806, and came to the
County of Es.c;ex in 1833. He was a finely educated man, being a graduate of the Glasgow University. During the time in which he was a
student he also acted as a teacher in the university, and after locating in the County of Es.'iex,
he was a successful teacher in Amherstburg, as
well as in Toronto, and ...vas finally made superintendent of schools at South Essex, being succeeded by the present incumbent. Dr. 1\Iaxwell,
of Windsor. Wl1ile he devoted his entire life
to school work, he also owned a fine farm in Colchester South, where be died in 1891, aged
eighty-five years. His wife, l\Jary Xoble, was
a daughter of James and Elizabeth (Ross)
Noble, and was born in Scotland in 1819: she
died in 1901, the mother of the following children: Margaret, deceased; David, deceas<.'u;
James, who died at the age of twenty-eight
years; Miss Eliza; Charles. of Colchester South;
James, of Windsor; Mrs. Shay; Frank. of Colchester South; Fred a graduate of the Toronto
University, now a teacher in the Windsor Collegiate Institute; George, deceased; and Maria,
deceased.
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James Bell was a son of James Bell, Sr.,
who was born in Scotland, and there married
and died. His children were Nicholas, Elizabeth, Lydia and James.
JOHN A. ROSE, liveryman and feed stable
owner, of Essex:, was born at Kingsville, Ont.,
J an. 1, 1849, son of Uriah and Cecilia (Brett)
Rose, old pioneers of this county.
Uriah R0ss was born near Ottawa, in 1819.
lie married Cecilia Brett, who was born in Ireland in 1825, daughter of Joseph Brett, who died
in Ireland. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Rose were married
at Smith's Falls, Ont., and thence went to I owa,
where they lived two years. At tho end of that
time they removed to Kingsville, and there he
followed farming and lumbering for a great
many years. 'rhe latter part of his life Mr. Rose
lived in Essex with our subject, and he died in
1895. In religious opinions he was a Presbyterian. His wife is still living and resides in Essex.
'r hey were the parents of four children: John
A. is the eldest. Miss Ellen, born in Kingsville in
1851, lives at the home in Essex. George, born
in Kingsville in 1854, is now engaged in a warehouse business in Essex, and is one of the prosperous business men of the town; he married
Miss Lennie Flood, of Kingsville, and his three
children are : Bertha, Millie and Jennie. Ina,
born at Kingsville in 1858, married Arthur Lindsey, a merchant of Detroit, and has two children,
Nellie and Frank
J o1m A. Rose was educated in the schools of
Kingsville, where he grew to manhood, working
upon the farm in the lumber woods, and helping
his father generally. In February, 1874, the
young mao located in Essex, and started the
first livery stable of the place, which he has since
continued to own and operate for a period of
over thirty years. He began business in a small
way, but by investing his money carefully, buying and selling real estate, he accumulated a sufficient amount to build his present large and
finely equipped livery barns.
In 1877 1\fr. Rose married Victoria Heton,
born and reared in Colchester South, daughter
of David H eton, an old soldier of the English
army, who was honorably discharged from service at Amherstburg in 1837. lVIr. Rose erected
a handsome brick home on Talbot Street. where
his wife died in 1882, leaving him four children:
Ethel, born in 1878, married Frank Stotts, a
hotelman of Essex, and has a daughter , ,Josephine; Cecilia, born in 1880, married William
Purdy, formerly principal in one of the Detroit

colleges, and now manager and bookkeeper of
one of the large Denver (Colorado) hotels;
James Harry, born in 1881, is unmarried, and
in business with his father; Lizzie, born in
1882, is unmarried, and r esides wit.h her grandmother in Essex. ·
· In 1888 Mr. Rose married his present wife,
whose maiden name was Alice Lane, and who
was born and r eared in Morsca township,
County of Essex, daughter of Hiram Lane, of
Essex. No children have been born of this
union. Mr. Rose started out in lifo with five
· cents and a horse, and now is one of the most
wealthy men in his section of country. In addition to his fine horse and livery business, where
he keeps thirty horses and as many vehicles of
various kinds, he owns other property, and his
word is as good as his bond. Politically Mr.
Rose is a Grit, and has held various offices of
moment in the town and county. For four
years be was town councillor. His religious
affiliations are with the Presbyterian Church.
F'raternally he is a member of the Enterprise
Lodge, No. 314, A.F. & A.l\f., of Essex, of which
he was treasurer for a number of years. He is
also an honored member of the Order of Odd
Fellows and the Foresters at Essex.
The effect of a life like that of Mr. Rose can
scarcely be estimated. In his success he demonstrates the possibility and probability of over·
coming poor beginnings, and reaching to heights
not scaled by all. 'l'hrough his upright life,
honorable business methods and sterling honesty
he shows that clean methods arc the best after
all ; while in his religious life he demonstrates
. the same thoroughness of purpose and success in
attaining results as he does in his business affairs. Genial, courteous, a man who makes and
retains friends, Mr. Rose is a well-kno\vn and
highly-esteemed figure in the business, social and
religious life of Essex, and is numbered among
the town's most r epresentative men. His family is one of which any father may well be proud,
and Mrs. Rose shares with her husband in the
goodwill and friendship of the people of Essex.
WIIJLIAl\1 CARTER, Sn., a prosperous
farmer and prominent r esident of Pelee I sland,
County of Essex, Ont., was born in Worcestershire, England, Sept. 13, 1848, a son of Job and
Elizabeth (Leach) Carter, being one of a family of eight children, of whom five survive : Mary
A., widow of Thomas Highfield, of Nebraska;
George, of Nebraska ; William; Elizabeth, who
married James H. White, of Pelee Island; and
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Emma, who married II. S. Barnes, of Pclee Island. James and James (2), died young, and
Hannah died aged thirty-one.
J ob Carter was born, in 1815, in Wot·cestershire, England, where he remained until 1877,·
when he came to Pelee I sland, Ont., to spend.his
declining years among his children. He is still
living at the advanced age of eighty-eight years.
The revered mother is eighty-six years of age,
and both parents are consistent members of the
Church of England.
William Carter, Sr., grew up at home and received a limited education in the common schools.
At an early age he was obliged to assist his
father to pt·o,;de for those younger than himself, and many heavy burdens were laid upon his
young shoulders. On June 26, 1871, he married 1\fiss Thirza Winnett, and immediately thereafter embarked for Ontario with his bride. Upon
his arrh·al he located in the township of )fersea,
County of Essex, where he remained some fifteen
months, and in the fall of 1872 he came to Pelec
Island, arriving in October of that year. For
five years he was engaged in the stone quarries
and farming, spending two years of this time in
the stone quarries on Kelley's I sland. In 1877
he purchased twenty acres of his present home
farm, upon ·which he erected a log house, r esiding therein until 1891, when it was replaced by
a modern frame structure. In the intervening
years l\1r. Carter has prospered and purchased
additional land until he non• owns 149Yz acres
of valuable land, and is one of the well-to-do
farmers of the I sland.
Mr. and l\frs. Carter have had the following
cbildrE.>n: (1) D(>ssie married Theo. Feltz, of
Pelee Island, and has four children, May T., William T., Ft·ank and George. (2) Alice mar ried
Fred Reh, of Pelee Island, and has three children, Mabel, Lillie and Charles. (3) Charles.
( 4) George married )linnie Hart. (5) William,
Jr., (6) J~hn, (7) Annie and (8) Walter are
all at home, and (9) one died in infancy.
In politics ~fr. Carter is a Liberal. He has
never desired office, although he has served as
a member of the school board upon several occasions. While not a member, Mr. Carter attends
the services of the :Methodist Church, and contributes liberally toward its support. Fraternally he is a member of the Pelee 'fent, No. 10,
K.O.T.M., in which organization he is exceedingly popular, as he is throughout the neighborhood, where he holds a very enviable position.
1\frs. Thirza (Winnett) Carter was born in
Worcestershire, England, Oct. 18, 1849, daugh-
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ter of J ohn and Ann (Mayo) Winnett, farming
people who passed their lives in that locality,
the former dying in 1889, aged sixty, and the
latter still living, having attained the age of
seventy-eight. 'l'hey were members of the
Church of England. Besides 1\!rs. Carter, their
children were : Ann; Phoebe, who married
George Hunt, and lives in England; ~lark and
Cornelius, who both died in England; Rhoda,
who married George Emms, of London, En~
land; Richard, with his mother; Alice, deceased;
and Colin, o.f London, England.
JOliN PALMER, a farmer and stock raiser
of Tilbttry North, is one of the few natives of
County Essex who are of German descent. His
father, Joseph P almer, was born in Germany,
and transmitted to his son many of those sturdy
traits which characterize the true Teuton.
J oseph Palmer grew to manhood in the
Fatherland, and it was not until after his marriage to Miss J osephine lniler that he came to
America in the hope of bettering his fortunes.
They first located at Detroit, 1\fichigan, but after
working there some time 1\Ir. Palmer crossed into
Canada and made his home at Chatham, in the
County of Kent, where he remained till 1847.
By that time he had saved sufficient money to buy
a farm, and he invested it in a tract of 100 acres
of wild land in Conc<'ssion 3, Lot 18, Tilbury
1\orth. Ile and his wife were almost the first
settlers in a region wholly unbroken and they
underwent all the hardships and dangers incident to pioneer life. · Mr. Palmer built a log
house, by dint of hard work got his land cleared
before long, erected barns, etc., and settled down
to farming and stock raising. He prospered and
in time replaced the first rude home with a good
frame house. He and his devoted wife both died
there, he in 1883, and she in 189-!, and they were
buried in the cemetery of the St. Francis Catholic Church, to which they: belonged. There were
E.>ight children in their family, as follows: Fran_k,
deceased; Lanie, wife of John Arnew, of Tllbm·y North township ; Maggie, deceased wife of
Henry Arnew; Bridget, unmarried; Ambrose,
deceased; Elizabeth, wife of Alexander Cassidy,
of Tilbury; P eter, deceased; and J ohn. The
father, Joseph Palmer, was a man greatly liked
and respected by all who knew him ; in politics
he was a Conservative.
John Palmer was born at the homestead F eb.
2, 186.>, and spent his boyhood there, helpin~ his
father and attending the district school. Only
('ighteen years old when his fnther died, he and
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his brother bravely shouldereu the responsibility
of carrying on the farm, and when his brother,
too, was taken away, John Palmer became the
sole owner of the place. He has added to tl1e
original trMt until he is now operating 300
acres. In addition to his farming he became in
1885 partner with Theodore Ouellette in a threshing, corn-shelling and clover hulling business
and for all these years has been thus engaged,
the two men between them having about $4,000
invested in the machinery.
In 1892, at Stony Point, 1\Ir. P almer was
married to Josephine McGuire, who was born
at that place, daughter of Simon McGuire, a
well-known farmer of the township. 1\Ir. imd
Mrs. Palmer have had four children, Capitola,
Nellie, Ruth and Ruby. The family are all connected with St. Francis Catholic Church.
l\Ir. Palmer is a Conservative in his political
principles. He is not at all a politician, but has
always been keenly interested in local affairs, an
interest that received due recognition in 1894
by his electilon to the office of deputy reeve. 1\Ir.
Palmer is very domestic in his tastes and most
unassuming in his demeanor, and is an unusually
well-read man, fully informed on all current
events. Quiet though he is, his worth is clearly
discerned by all his friends and neighbors.
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GORDON FOX, a thrifty farmer and president of the Erie Tobacco Company, of Windsor,
is a member of one of the old pioneer families
of this locality.
Grt>at-grandfather J acob Fox married Madeline Wigle, and their children were: J nlianna
married John Snyder ; J ohn J. ; Jacob married
Elizabeth Lypps; Susan married George McLean; Sarah married John Arner; Ann married
George Noble; William married Eliza Young.
Grandfather John J. Fox 'vas born in Colchester, March 22, 1814, and married Elizabeth
Godwin, who was born March 1, 1819, in England. The following family was. born to this
marriage: William, who died at the age of seventeen years; 1\Ielinda, who married William H.
Lovelace; Alexa, who married Samuel Foster,
of Kingsville; and Darius, father of Gordon.
John J. Fox, father of this family, began as a
farmer on the present Zenas Orton farm, then
consisting of 200 acres, and he underwent the
privations incident to a pioneer life. He added
to his holdings until he had 500 acres, and continued fanning until 1880, when he came to
Ruthven, and lived retired until his death which
occurred June 1, 1902, when he was 88 years
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of age. His wife died Sept. 10, 1900, aged eightytwo years, and both are interred in Ruthven
cemetery.
Darius !<~ox was born on the homestead farm
north of Olinda, Oc.t. 30, 1845, and there he grew
to manhood, and came into possession of the
property. Upon it he resided until the time of
the sale in 1880, at which period he moved to
Ruthven, and engaged in teaming and in other
lines until 1888, when he purchased 100 acres
in Lot 10, Concession 2, generally known as the
Henry Wigle farm. '£here he made his home
until his death, which was brought on by an accident in which he dislocated his neck, although
he lived for eight years thereafter. His death
occurred June 18, 1899, his widow surviving.
On Nov. 1, 1867, Darius Fox married Emily,
the eldest daughter of Zenas Orton, and to this
union have been born: Gordon; and Carrie, born
Nov. 14, 1876, married Charles Wigle, Jr., of
Albertville.
Gordon Fox was born on the old farm Aug.
4, 1869, and was eleven years of age when the
family moved to Ruthven, where he was educated. After completing his school course, he engaged in farming under his father's superintendence, and ·after the latter's accident, young
Gordon assumed sole charge of the farm. When
he was twenty-nine years of age, all four of his
grandparents were still living. After his father's death he came into possession of the property, and carries ()n general farming. In addition to his other interests, Mr. Fox is president
of the Erie Tobacco Company, and has been for
the past tnree . years. 'l'his concern has done
much to advance the price of tobacco in this
country. Like his father and grandfather Mr.
Fox is a Grit. 'fhe family has always attenued
the 1\fethodist Church. For the past three years
he has served as secretary and treasurer of the
Ruthven school.
On Nov. 4, 1891, 1\Ir. Fox married Clara
Bunn, a native of Maidstone township, and the
following children have come to them : Ezra
Wilson, Orville Stanley, Sylvia Myrtle and Lena
P earl. :Mrs. Clara (Bunn) F ox was born in
Maidstone Oct. 20, 1866, daughter of Samuel
and Martha (Wilson) Dunn, the former of whom
was a farmer all his days. After many years'
r esidence in 1\Iaidstone, he r emoved to Gosfield
South, where his widow lives.
JOHN WARREN, who passed away Jan.
20, 1904, was for many years one of the promi-
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nent figures in the life of E ssex County, and one
of the most popula~ and beloved men in his community. He was born in Anderdon July 12,
1851, son of Luke and Penelope (Cook) Warren,
of I reland.
Luke Warren and his wife were both born
in the town of Galway, where they grew up and
married before coming to Canada, in 1846. They
came via New York and were six weeks on the
ocean after sighting land, as a storm came up
that drove the vessel back to sea and kept it
battling with the wind and waves all these weary
weeks before a landing was possil>le. '!'hey
anived in Amherstburg in 1847, and 1\fr. Warren first worked for J ohn C. Crawford as a wood
chopper in Anderdon. Later he worked in the
Amherstburg stone quarry, which was in operation at that time, and there earned money
enough to buy the present \Varren farm, in the
3rd Concession, then all brush land. Starting
life there as a farmer, he erected a log house,
where he lived until his death in 1872; his wife,
wno shared his early hardships, died in 1879.
T hey were consistent members of the Catholic
Church and among the founders and builders of
the Amherstburg Church. I n politics Mr. Warr en was a Conservative.
In the family of Luke Warren were seven
children, only two of whom are living: 'l'homas
and Bridget are deceased ; 1\lichael was drowned
when a child; Maggie died young; Mary A., born
in Anderdon in 1848, is the wife of J ohn Gra,·eline, of Detroit, and has one daughter, J osie ;
Cather ine, born in 1853, is the wife of Denis
Cronin, of Hamilton, \vher e he is foreman in a
stone quarry; J ohn was the last surviving son
of this old family.
Patrick '\Varren, only brother of L uke, came
t o Canada, and is still living in Amherstburg.
H e is married but has no family.
J ohn Warren grew up in Anderdon, where
he received a district school education. H e continued from boyhood on the farm, where he became manager when qnite yonn~, O\viog to the
death of the father, which threw all the r esponsibility of the family on him. Mr. Warren was
married in :March, 1876, to Miss J ane Morrow,
born in .Amherstburg in 1854, daughter of William and Sarah Morrow, who came from Ireland
in 1846 and settled in Amherstburg, where be
worked at his trade as a ship carpenter until his
death, in 1879. H is wife and five children are
still Jiving. The children are: J ohn, of Anderdon; Catherine, of Amherstbnrg, who married
Capt. Richard Tobin; Jane, the widow of 1\Ir.
37
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Warren; Daniel, of Windsor; and David, also
of Windsor. After their marriage 1\fr. and ) Irs.
\Varren settled on the old Warren homestead,
which has been the family home to the present
time. I n 1884 he er ected the house in which the
family is now living, a comfortable place with
modern equipment, while he also built one of
the barns antl made many improvements on the
old place. H e added to the homestead 200 acres,
owning an estate of 300 acres of farm land.
:\lr. and Mrs. Warren had a family of nine
children: Millie, born in March, 1877, married
Albert Burns, of Anderdon, who r esides on his
fat·m in the 3d Concession; they have one son,
Warren B. Ralph, born in 1879, is a sailor on
the Lakes; he is unmarried. Harold, born iu
18$1, nnmarri<'d, lives at home, as do also Josie,
born in 1883; Rena, born in 1886; Ethel, born
in 1888; Earl, born in 1891 ; Elsie, born in 1893.;
and I van, born in 1895. Religiously this family are all m<'mbers of the Catholic Church.
~lr. Warren always voted 'vith the Conservative party. lie never aspired to office, although
he held the position of school trustee for one
term, but he was al\\'ays one of those, neverthelC'ss, whose opinions carried weight, and whose
influence was ";dely felt. Mr. Warren was one
of the active farmers of his section f rom early
manhood until 1891, when he was prostt·ated by
tlH· grip, which left him confined to the house
the greater part of the time, and be was living
rrtired at the time of his death. H e '"'as loved
and esteemed by all who knew him, for his kindly dh;position, and bad a host of friends whose
h<'at'ts were made sad by his lingering illness and
death. His J,;indly greetings are missed by t he
nt>ighbors among whom he spent all the years
of his life as one of their close associates and
trusted friends, while his absence is also keenly
felt in the church, where he was a constant attendant for many years. His r emains rest in theCatholic cemetery in Anderdon.
ROBERT MANERY, postmaster at Ilillman,
and a well-lmown f armer of 1\fersea township,
County of Essex, where he is widely known as:
one of the loyal and upright citizens of Ontario,
is a native of Glasgow, Scotland, born Sept. 15,
1839, son of William Manery.
William Manery was born in County Ty rone,
I r eland, and there he passed his youth and young
manhood. H e learned the trade of weaver, and
then went to Scotland, where his ability won him
employment in the weaving of the famous shawls
for which that country is not ed. In his new·
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home he marrie(l Anni~ :\lrGill, who bore him erected a. commodious bl'ick dwelling. 'l'he fal'm
three chilJreu, \Yilliam. J nnH~s and Robert. She is well cultivated, and its neat appearance shows
died shortly after the hit·th of the third child, well the thl·ift arid personal care of the owner.
and the father, forcsl·cing wid\>r opportunities His home is the most pl·etentious in the Con·
for himself and his childn'n in the Xew 'Vorld, cession.
determined to com~ to .\mcriea. Accompanied
Just at the time when l\fr. Manery saw tlw
by his little ones and a maiden sister he left end of a life of toil, and found himself able to
Scotland on a sailing- vessel, in 1841, and after rest, serene in the comfort of a well-earned holisevel·al we~ks on the water, reached Quebec. day, he was, on Jan. 25, 1903, stricken with p arComing thence to Ontario, he located near Ham- alysis, and since then he has been confined to
ilton, in the County of Halton. Finding no op- the house, dependent on others. lie has sufportunity in the little developed country for his fered much pain, but he bears it with Christian
trade, he abandoned it, and engaged in lumber- fortitude, and in his darkest hours finds ever at
ing, for many years owning and operating a saw- his side the faithful wife, whose devotion has
mill, and he also engageLl in farming. In .1870 never faltered through the days and years of
he came to the Couuty of Essex, and located on toil, privation and suffering. She has, indeed,
a 200-ncre tract in ::\Iet·sea township, with his borne her part, and now is the unwearying nUI'se
son James, and he remained there several years, and comforter in his hour of physical pain and
but spent his last days in Leamington, dying helplessness. In this she is assisted by a loving
there in 1885. His remains are buried in Lake daughter, who ·is untiring in her ministrations
View ceinetery. In his political views he was a to the wants and wishes of her parents. Io 1893
stanch adherent to Consen·ative principles, and . Mr. and Mrs. Manery visited the World's Fair
while in the County of Halton served as school in Chicago.
trustee. Defore coming to .America be bad been
Like his father, Mr. M:anery is a Conservaa member of the Church of England, but in Can- tive, and has always taken a deep interest in '
ada he joined the Methodists. His second wife public affairs, especially in the advancement of
was a )[iss l\Ioffitt, and his third Mary Jane
the schools. He is a firm believer io education,
l\[anery, who bore him one child, Annie (who and he feels, too·, that in the school room, a.s well
married William Davidson), and who survives, as in the home, must be instilled the lessons of
making her home in Leamington.
loyalty and patriotism that make good citizens,
Robert ~Ianery was but a year and a half faithful and true to their country under all cirold when his father brought him to the New cumstances. H e, himself, is intensely patriotic,
World. Deprived of a mother's fostering care, devoted to his country as a British subject. He
his childhood's path was a thorny one. His edu- was school trustee at Hillman, and he, for many
cation was limited to the district schools of a years, served as a member of the township counnewly-opened country, and was most primitive. cil. During his term many improvements were
He made excellent use of his opportunities, how- made in the roads and bridges, and he was one
ever, and being naturally thorough in all he did, of the supporters and advocates of the drainage
he learned well the little taught in school, thus of the Point Pelee marsh. Mr. Manery served
laying a good foundation for the wider educa- as deputy reeve, which gave him a seat on the
tion he has gained through reading and observa- county council board for three years. He belongs
tion. From a very early age he assisted his fa- ' to the Loyal Orange Association, and filled the
ther in the sawmill and on the farm. I111 1872 office of master in the order at Hillman.
he came to Mersea township, where he purchased He is a member of Imeson Lodge, always
fifty acres of land, at six dollars per acre, on Lot taking a deep interest in the work of the
18, Concession 2. There were no roads and few association. Loyalty forms the keynote of his
settlers in his vicinity, but' with the work of character; whatever be believes to be his duty,
clearing his land he had no time to ~iss associ- that he straightway endeavors to perform, and
ates. H e built a log house, 18 by 26, containing he can be relied upon implicitly when once his
three rooms: To this home he brought his ·young promise has been given. In the business world,
wife, who bravely faced the hardships of 'the and· in public and private life, he has shown him.:
wilderness. By incessant hard work, close econ- self to be ·a man · of the highest integrity, conomy and strict attention to business, he succeed- sistent always in following the principles he aded in· clearing his land, and in improving it with vocates.
In 1882 Mr. :M:anery was appointed postmas·fine barns . and outbuildings, and in 1898 he
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ter at Hillman, and since then he has ffiled that
.office to the utmost sat isfaction of the people.
For some years he was a correspondent for the
Windsor R ecord, but since his health failed he
has given it up.
In 1865, in the County of Norfolk, Ont., :Mr.
~Ianery was united in marriage with Mary Isabel Tester, daughter of Henry Tester, and sister
of l\Irs. C. L. Wingrove, of Mersea tow·nship.
Thirteen children blessed this union : (1) Emily
Jane, who married Isaac Livingstone, and lives
in Leamington, has six children, Robert, Ella,
Frederick, Ethel, Blanche and Percy. (2) Eliza
Jane, who married Reuben Fox, has four chil·
dren, Orrin R., Ernest, Basil and Walter. (3)
Alice Mabel married James IIutchinson, of Gosfield, and has four children, Stanley, Clarence,
Gertrude and Prosper. (4) J essie is at home
caring for her parents. ( 5) William Henry
married Pearl Fulmer, of Colchester, Ont. (6)
James Thomas, married Myrtle Fox, and has one
daughter, Lina F. (7 ) Charles is the next in
the family. (8) Lula Maude married Everett
Fox, of 1\Iersea township, and has one son, Clifford. (9) John is a tailor in Leamington. (10)
Ruby, (11) Frank, (12) Dell, and (13) Cora
B elle, died in infancy. Both Mr. and Mrs. Man~ry are members of the Methodist Church, and
are active in all its good work. They are kind
and charitable, and extend a helping hand to the
sick and needy. It is given to but few people in
the world to be as highly esteemed and so universally beloved.
JESSE HAMMOND, who is located on his
farm on Concession 13, Lot 12, Colchester North,
is well known in his locality as !1. skilled and
competent carpenter, as well as a farmer. Mr.
Hammond was born in J uly, 1845, at Long
Point, on Lake Erie, Canada, a son of Richard
and Eliza {Young) Hammond, both of whom
were born in England.
.I n 1837 ::M"r. and Mrs. Hammond cam~ to
Canada, and they settled at Long Point for some
years, but later moved to London, Ont., where
M:r. Hammond was watchman at Westminster,
serving acceptably for twenty-five years, until.
his death in 1878; he was survived by his widow
until 1886. They had children as follows born
to them : Jane, deceased, born in England, married William Walker, of London; Sarah, born in
Canada, married Alexander Johnston, of London, Ont. ; Levi, born in Canada, is a brewer of
London; Isah and Merey M. died after attaining
.maturity; Jesse is the subject of this sketch.

•·

.Jesse Hammond wns t>tlucat··•l in tlte s<:lto•JI.-;
of Loudon, atHl since he has g~own tv mauJt,.ud
has Leen engag(\0 in farm in:; and carpeuh•r
work. In l SGti he married ~lary ..:\. J ohnstou,
who was born in Oct ober, 1850, JH'a r Loucl~;n,
Ont., daughter of William and Bella .Julm!<t On,
pioneer people of that locality. :\lr. and )f ~'"·
Hammond settled first on a farm of fi1ty acr~s
which he owueJ at 'Vestminster, but swu aftl't'
removed to Loudon, where lle was engaged as a
carpenter by the firm of Geary Bros. for uiu ~
years. llere he became possessed of consitleraLlc
real estate. lie is a man of excellent business
qualifications, and he disposed of his fanning
land, taking in exchange city lots upon which he
built a number of houses, in various portions of
the town. These met with ready sale aud after
disposing of all of them, :Mr. IIammond, in 1880,
came to County Essex and purchased lanll iu
Gosfield North, where he immediately cleared up
fifty acres and erected substantial and attractive
buildings. .After a residence of twelve year·s
here, he sold this farm in 1892, and r emoved to
Windsor. Here he also bought property, and
worked four years at his trade. In 1896 )It·.
Hammond bought a tract of "·ild land on Concession 13, Colchester North, where he has fifty
acres under cultivation, and in the short space
of seven years has completely transformed the
appearance of his property. He has built a great
bank barn and a most attractive modern house,
all finished in hardwood and fitted with all improvements possible in a rural section. Everything bespeaks thrift and comfort.
·
Mr. and :Mrs. Hammond have had a family
of nine children born to them, as follows: Bella,
born in Westminster, married Patrick :McLean,
of Gosfield, and they have four children. 1\Iiss
Li7.zie, born in Westminster, r esides at Windsor,
Ont. Sarah, born in London, is the wife of Robert Medlin, who is t elegraph operator at Elmo
Station, on the 1\Iichigan Central railroad, and
they have three children. R ichard, born in
London, is unmarried, and is assisting at home.
Mary A. is an intelligent young lady, who has
been educated in the high sehools of London and
Windsor. Jesse, born in Gos.field township, was
educated in the schools .of Gosfield and Windsor.
Frances, John and George, all born in Gos.field,
are well educated.
Politically :M:r. Hammond is independent,
voting as his judgment dictates. Religiously he
is associated with the Church of England. The
family enjoy the esteem of all who laiow them.
Mr. Hammond is well known all over the county,
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and his record is that of an honest, high-principled man, one who is generous and charitable,
who supports the laws of both church and country, and sets an example of first-class citizenship.
WILLIAM A. GRUBB, Sr., who has been
a resident of Point Pelee, in the County of
Essex, for over thirty yeat·s, and for a long
period was the keeper of the Dummey Lighthouse, at Point Pelee, was born March 2, 1850,
in Colchester township, County of Essex.
1\Ir. Grubb comes of Scotch ancestry. John
Grubb, his grandfather, was born in Scotland in
the vicinity of Edinburgh, and emigrated to
Canada, settling in Weston, near Toronto, where
he followed farming and operated a distillery.
Later he became the owner of real estate in different parts of Ontario, owning 400 acres in
Colchester township, County of Essex. His
death took place at Weston, where he was one
of the most substantial men of the place. In
religious views the family was r eared in the
Presbyterian Church, and in politics, he was a
Reformer, and he served as county warden.
Walter Grubb, father of William A. Grubb,
was born in Edinburgh, and was twelve years of
age when he accompanied his parents to Canada,
where he grew to manhood, assisting his father
and attending the schools in his neighborhood.
Whtle still a young man, he came to the County
of Essex, and located on a farm of 200 acres
which was given him by his father. This land
was near Oxley, and an adjoining 200 acres was
occupied by his sister, Mrs. Dr. Hawkins. Here
Mr. Grubb began clearing up his large estate,
and continued to live upon it through life, making many :fine improvements, including a comfortable dwelling. He was a man of intelligence
and public spirit, was a promoter of education
and religion, and was one of the leading supporters of the Liberal party in this section. He
encouraged agricultural combinations, and was
one of the first members of the Mersea Agri. cultural Society. Mr. (}rubb kept abreast of the
times, followed improved methods of farming
and kept fine stock. His death to(}k place in advanced life, and he was buried in the Sackville
· cemetery. For a number of years he was a member of the · Loyal Orange Association.
·
· Mr. Grubb married Nancy :McCormick, of
Colchester· township, daughter of the late Alex-'
ander a:nd Mary (Lidwell) McCormick, and a
granddaughter of the :first Alexander McCor-

mick who settled in the County of Essex. Mrs.
Grubb died at the home of her daughter at Harrow, Colchester township, at the age of seventyeight years, and was laid to rest by the side of
her husband. Both were consistent members of
the Church of England. They had twelve children, and we have record of: John, a resident of
Michigan; William A.;· Mary, now the wife of
Alexander Buchanan, of Colchester to~nship;
Miss Susan, of Harrow; Lavina, deceased wife ·
of Walter Grubb; and Edward, of Harrow.
William A. Grubb spent his boyhood days
on his father's farm, attending the district
schools in his township, which at that time were
very poorly equipped, giving few advantages.
When he was sixteen years of age, he left home
to make his own way in the world, crossing to
Pelee I sland, in search of employment. Here
he found work on a fishing-boat belonging to
Thomas and Arthur McCormick, and was engaged at wages of $20 a month dm·ing the busy
season. His winters were spent in cutting wood
and in other work. A£ter three years he embarked in fishing on his own account, coming
then to P oint Pelee, where he followed this industry for five years, buying his own fishing
ground and finding his market at Sandusky,
Ohio. This business h~ still continues, now on
a large scale, with the assistance of his three
sons, operating seventeen fish pound.s. The products of this large fishery are contracted for by
Post & Co., of Sandusky, Ohio, with whom Mr.
Grubb has had businef!S dealings for thirty-two
years.
In addition to his large :fishery interest, M:r.
Grubb owns other real estate, some 100 acres of
marsh land (on which l;tis son George B. is residing and which he is operating)' and forty-two
acres at the Point, and also ha.s an interest in
ninety more acres. In 1879 he was appointed
keeper of the .lighthouse at Point Pelee, to succeed his father-in-law, James Edwards, and he
held this r esponsible position until 1894. lie
has also been connected with the life-saving
crew at Point Pelee, and has made a record for
courage and efficiency. They did this work
gratuitously. On April 1, 1886, Mr. Grubb, in
company with Adam Oper, James Rugglesworth,
J ohn De Laurier; Elias Mooney, and John Enright, saved the crews of the schooners '' Vennetta" and "Star of Hope," which were wrecked
off Point P elee on that date, and, in recognition
of his bravery, he was presented b y President
Grover Cleveland, of the United States, with a
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gold watch, chain and anchor charm. On the
watch is inscribed: "From the President of the
United States of America, to Mr. William A.
Gruhh for bravery in rescuing the crews of the
'Vennetta' and 'Star of IIope,' on the 1st
of April, 1886." Each of those who were a.c;sociated with him in the rescue recei\·ed a gold mc<.lal.
1\lr. Grubb has on more occasions pl'OYed his
brave and courageous spirt, and has prt'set·ved
life on both the east and west side of Point P elcc.
He is a true mariner, and has passed many years
of his life on the water.
For many years Mr. Grubb has been connected with the Masonic fraternity, belonging to
the ·locallodge, where he is a Master l\Iasou, and
to the Chapter at Leamington; is aL-;o a member
of the I . 0. 0. F. of Leamington. lie belongs
to the Church of England. In politics ~Ir. Grubb
is independent. He is well r ead and intelligent,
and looks on public matters in a broad-minded
way. F ew residents of Point Pelee are held in
higher esteem, and visitors find in him a hospitable host, and leave him with feelings of
warm admiration and respect.
At Kingsville, May 12, 1872, William A.
Grubb married :Miss Helen Edwards, the ceremony being performed by Rev. Richard H errington, of the Baptist Church. Mrs. Grubb was
born at l\liddle Bass Island, Ohio, l\Iarch 23,
1846, a daughter of James Edwards, who for
many years was the keeper of the Point P elee
lighthouse,· and was the first to receive the appointment. :Mrs. Grubb, like her husband, is
noted for her hospitality, and is beloved as a
devoted wife and mother and a kind neighbor.
When sickness occurs in the village, it is her
sympathetic hand which adminsiters to those in
trouble, and her Christian charity extends to
all who need it. The children born to 1\It. and
Mrs. Grubb were: James Walter, born Nov. 24,
1873, who is engaged in operating three fish
pounds, makes his home with his parents; William A., born Jan. 6, 1875, who operates s ix fish
pounds, married Lncina Chambers, of l\Iersea,
daughter of Silas Chambers, and they have had
two children, James Edison an<.l Everett, who
died young; Zenas Quick, born Nov. 2, 1878, died
Dec. 7, 1878; and George B., born Jan. 9, 1880,
who operates 100 acres owned by his father,
married Martha Ferguson, daughter of Frank
Ferguson, and they have one child, llazel B.
An adopted daughter, Helen Elizabeth, is also a
·
member of the family.
Eo\Y"ARDS. The Edwards family, of which
Mrs. Grubb is a member, is of Welsh extraction.

J ames Edwards, her fath<'r, w:ts l1om .:\o,·. !:!.~,
1814, at Bangor, "'ales, son o£ l \oh•:rt ancl ) l:u·garet (Ahraham) Edwards, ahd a ~rnn•l,;on of
J amt's Edwards, with whom hb <>ame to Can:~da
among the early settlers. In j l S:l:) he cnmc f•)
the County of Essex, and during the r!:h<'llion c' f
18!37-3R, he sern'u under Chpt. Tchcan, wns
taken prisoner by the Americans and wns mn rdJcd to IIog Island and condemned to death. B,•.
fore the 1-i<'ntence was carried ont, the r<'gn htr~,
under Capt. Prince, came t o the rc~cne. lie
then settled in Ohio, but later removed t ,) Point
P clee, where he engaged in fishing fo:- some
years, and then was appointed by the Dominion ·
goYernment the fi rst keeper of the li~ht at this
point, a position he filled for twenty-three years.
wht'n he was superannuated, and pas.c;eu the rest
of his life with Mr. and Mrs. Grubb. lie died
June 20, 188-1, and was buried in J.Jake Yiew
cemetery. In Lea mington Mr. Edwards married
1[annah Laird, who was born in 'l'ubermore, Ireland, June 7, 1813, whom he bad known in boyhood. Slle died at the home of Mrs. Grubb,
June 12, 18!>0, and was laid to rest in Lake \·iew
cemetery. All over the Point she was known
for the same admirable qualities which make :\[rs.
Grubb so much beloved. Mr. and 1\Irs. Edward~
had three daughters: Elizabeth, born F eb. 1-1,
1843, married George Bickford, of Put-in-Bay,
Ohio ; l\fary .J., born May 23, 1845, married
Zenas Quick, who was lost on Lake Erie; and
:Mrs. Grubb. The family is one highly respected
·
wherever known.
PIERRE JOSEPH ORIET, a well-known
farmer of Tilbury North, and a member of the
council for that township, was born in the district of Delemont, Canton of Berne, Switzerland,
Oct. 20, 1857.
Pierre J oseph Oriet, Sr., his father, was born
· in the same plac.e, ~rew to manhood there,. and
learned the trade of a shoemaker, which he followed for several years before finally taking np
farming. H e married :Mary Josephine Fleury,
a native of the same canton, and they became the
parents of the following child~en : :Marie, unmarried; P ierre Joseph, Jr. ; Mary Louise, wife
of Francis Garartt, of Tilbury North; and Anna,
who married J oseph D. LeVesque, of the same
lo(\ality. The fa mily came to Canada in 1873,
and settled in Tilbury North, County of E ssex,
. Ont., where the father bought twenty-five acres
in Concession 4. After building a log bouse and
p:etting this tract cleared, hP. bought ·an additional twenty-five acres in the 3rd Concession,
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which he al o brought under culti,·ation, putting tary, and f or the past two years one of the trusup several buildings on the combined property. tees. His ability, energy and willingness to
Jlis death, Feb. 16, 188-t, was caused by a kick serve the community make him a valuable citiin the head from a horse which he was water- zen, and he. is held in high esteem.
ing. His remains rest in the Catholic cemetery
WILLIAl\1 B. 1\IATTHEWS, one of the proat Stony Point, beside those of his wife, who
diecl six years later, Aug. 31, 1890. Both wt're minent residents of Pelee Island, County of Es·members of the Church of the Annunciation and sex, was born in Utica, New York, Aug. 18, 1837,
were devout Christians, honest, industrious and a son of Robert and Mary (Kelly) Matthews,
and one in a family of six children, three of
devoted to their home and children.
Pierre J oseph Orict, Jr., spent his boyhood in whom survive: Mary, Mrs. McCarroll, of Bucyhis native land, where he was given an excellent rus, Ohio; Jane, married to Alfred Hartshorn,
education in the public schools in French. lie of 1\Iissouri; and William B.
Robert :Matthews, the father, was born at
was sixteen when his parents came to America,
and after the family's removal to this country Bradford, England, and on a trip through the
he worked with his father until the year before States met and married his wife, settling at
the latter's death, when he began working in the Utica, 1\ew York, where he engaged in a soap
brickyard in Sandwich. After a year there he and candle business in which he met with
spent six months in the lumber regions of Michi- marked success. Later, however, he lost much
gan. When he had saved a little money he re- of his fortune in grain speculations, and died
turned to Tilbury North and bought a twenty- while still a comparatively young man, in 1840.
:fh·e-acre tract of land which he cleared and im- The mother was born in )l'ew York, of Irish parproYed and later increased by the addition of ents, who first emigrated to Scotland, and later
forty acres, which he also brought under culti- to Troy, New York.
When only eight years o! age William B.
vation.
'fhe original purchase he afterward
sold, and bought instead sixty acres adjoining Matthews went to live with his grandfather
the rest of his land, which gave him a property Kelly, with whom he remained three years, when
of 100 acres in the 3rd Concession, Lot 7. After he went to sea, and continued a seafaring life
he had put this into good shape he added eighty for four years with a brother-in-law, Capt. Sackacres more, most of which is now . well cleared ett, plying on the lakes. He then served a four
and improved. Tie is a hard worker, and makes years' apprenticeship at the tinner 's trade, but
this line of trade not agreeing with him he behis farm his first consideration.
In 1890, in the Catholic Church at Stony gan fishing, and bas since continued this busiPoint, ~ rr. Oriet married Virginia Deschamps, ness with remarkable success.
1\fr. :Matthews married 1\Iiss Dencie Chapwho was horn in Tilbury North, daughter of Oliver Deschamps, at present a resident of Roches- man, of Put-in-Bay, and four children were born
ter township, County of Essex. •ro this union to this marriage, only one of whom survives,
seven children have been born, Louis, Laurent, Fred, of Marlette, Michigan. Although he has
Lucien, !;eo, Leoma, Lucide and Laurice. The resided on Pelce Island for the past t\venty-two
parents are members of the Catholic Church, and years, 1\fr. :Matthews engages in fishing on Putare held in great respect for their admirable in-Bay Island and Sugar Island. In politics he
is a Liberal; he has never sought or desired office.
character.
1\Ir. Oriet is a strong Conservative and active His excellent wife is a member of the Church of
in township politics; he is now filling his fifth England, and they are very highly esteemed
te1·m in the council of Tilbury Xorth, having among a large circle of neighbors and friends.
been first elected in 1899. H e is trustee of the
DAVID McLAREN KEMP, the oldest funlschools and has been both secretary and treasurer of the board. His business interests are not iture dealer and undertaker of Amherstburg, is
confined to his farm and stocli: raising, but he descended from one of the pioneer f amilies of
also holds stock and is a director in the cheese the County of Essex, United Empire Loyalists,
factory at Tilbury North. He is an active mem- who located here during the disturbed times
ber of the C.M.B.A., uniting with Lodge No. 239, prior to the Revolutionary War. His grandat Stony Point, and has always been influential father, David Kemp, wns the founder of the
in its management, as he has been vice-prt'si- family in Amherstburg, coming from his native
dent, financial secretary, corresponding secre- State of 1\Jassachnsetts, and after settling in this
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place he kept a hotel for many years, becoming comb ) H eard. Six children ha,·e been born to
one of the leading men of the community. H e Mr. and :\Irs. Kemp: Annie Clara and Charles,
married and became the father of the following both deceased ; )Jary Korma; William, deceased;
family of children: Andrew, a carpenter, who R ichard Stanley; and Harry Dadd.
lived for some time in Amherstburg, but later
became a government engineer ; Simon, the
EZRA L . P.ARK, a prominent jeweler of Esfather of David M.; Sophia, who married Alan- sex, County E ssex, was born in Conaty IIaldison Botsford ; another daughter who married mand, Ont., J une 18, 1859, a son of P eter and
a brother of A lanson Botsford; Amanda, mar- llaniet (Lemon) Park, old pioneers of that
ried to H enry Wright ; Ann, wife of Asa Wil- count~·. Peter Park was born in the county, and
his wife in County Xorfolk, Ont., she being a
cox; and Sarah, who died unmarried.
Simon K emp, the father of our subject, was daughter of Jacob Lemon, who came to Canada
P eter Park was a son of
born in Amherst burg, in 1815, and there mar- from l'€'nnsyh ·ania.
ried Elizabeth Brush, who was bom in the Hals<.'y Park, who was also born in PennsylCounty of Essex in 1819. By trade Simon ,·ania. came to Canada, and settled upon a farm
K emp was a carpenter, but for many years he in County IIaluimand; he also taught music. He
engaged in met·cantile business in Amherstburg. l<"ft the following family: )lichael, living in HalPolitically he was a R eformer, and r eligiously dimand; Philip, of County :Xorfolk, who is marbe and his wife were members of the Presbyter- ried and has a family; E zra, now of County IIalian Church, in which faith they died in Am- dimand; J ohn, a resident of that county; P eter;
Helen. deceased, who married A. II. Wright, of
herstburg, ~[r. Kemp in the year of 1889.
To Simon K emp and his wife thirteen chil- \\"est Virginia; and Asuba, deceased, who mardren were born, namely: Jane Lucinda married ried Robert l\lontgomery, of County MontgomRobert McCormick. Isabella Melinda married ery.
Peter Park, the father of our subject, was
Andrew Oibb. Andz·ew Rood married Emma
Baker, and he is a merchant at Trenton, Michi- a manufacturer of lumber, hoops and staves, and
gan. Simon W allace lives on P elee I sland. 1 alsO engaged in farm ing during his active life,
Charles H enry married l\Iary Oa rardon, second making County IIaldimnnd his permanent home,
a Miss Barrow, and third Xellie StoYer. Thomas and dying there in October, 1859, \vhen his son
James married Catherine Rutledge. Augusta is E zra was but a child. H e left a wife and four
deceased. DaYid McLaren is mentioned below. children. IIe and his wife were both old WesJ ohn George married E sther Boufford, and is in leyan :\[ethodists, and t~ey carried out in their
the livery business ns Windsor. Sarah Elizabeth }j,·es the Golden Rule, and were active \Vorkers
·married J ohn Fraser, of Amherstburg. Rebecca in the church. All of their children were born
·Ann married Samuel H eard. Ellen Margaret in County !Ialdimand, and they were as folmarried Robert H ealey.
Arthur A. married lows: Halsey, born in 1847, is a jeweler of WingSarah Churchill.
ham, County IIuron, and is one of the leading
David M. K emp was born in Amherstburg, men in his line in that county; he has been marF eb. 8, 1854, and with the exception of about ried three times, and has eight children by his
seven years he has always lived in that place. first and second marriages, of whom are named,
H e was educated in the public schools of Am- E lizabeth, now l\Irs. Lang, of County :Xorfolk;
herstburg, and in F ebruary, 1882, embarked in ~faurice, of B randon; Annie, married and liva furniture and upholstering business, and now ing in Wingham; J ohn ; Alice; Florence. J acob,
enjoys the d istinction of being the oldest busi- born in 1852, is a general merchant of D etroit;
ness man engaged in that line in the town. In he married a Miss Babcock, of Canada, and their
1884 be added undertaking to his other lines, children are, Blanche, Zelia, Leon, Frank and
· and has every modern appliance known to the Ralph, all unmarried. Catherine,. born in 1854,
business. Politically he is a Reformer, but aside married George Mitson, a r esident of Simcoe,
from serving for a year in the town council and County Norfolk; they have no family.
the same length of time u pon the school board
Ezra L. Park, the youngest member of the
he has devoted his time and attention to his pri- family, received his early education in the pubvate affairs.
lic schools near his home, and when he was fifIn 1879 1\Ir. K emp married Miss Mary t een years of age entered his brother's store and
H eard, who was born near London, Ont., in learned the trade of jeweler. In 1881 he opened
1853, and is a daughter of J ohn and Maria (Pin- the first j ewelry store in E ssex, beginning upon
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a small scale, in the dntg store of John Thorne,
and later he worked for John l\Iason, who opened
a large store in Essex, and continued with him a
short time. rhcn he began business for himself
in Essex, where he has since remained. I n time
he bought real estate, upon which he erected two
houses, and he owns other property in the city
and vicinity.
I n Xovember, 1886, )[r. Park married l\Iiss
.l\Iary l\L Vanatter, born in County We11ington;
she was reared and educated in Leamington,
where her parents, William and Amanda (Kenney) Vanatter, now reside. 1\'Ir. Park brought
his bride to his p1·esent home in Essex, and they
have since resided here. To their marriage was
born one son, Hadley V., who "as taken away in
childhood. Religiously both have been reared
in the faith of the l\Iethodist Church, and they
are very prominent in that body. The political
affiliations of Mr. Park are and have always
been with the Liberal party, and for four years
he has been one of the leading members of the
Essex council. lie is one of the trustees of t he
high school, having always taken a deep interest
in educational matters. Mr. Park is now serving as president of the Essex Agricultural Fair
of Essex, and always takes a very spirited part
in the society, the success attained by it being
largely due to his efforts.
Fraternally he is a popular member of the
Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to Enterprise
Lodge, of Essex, No. 214, of which he is a past
grand, and was treasurer during the years they
erected their fine brick hall, during which t ime
he brought all of his financial ability to bear
upon the conduct of his office. H e is also a member of Ct>ntral Lodge, A. F. & A. M., of Essex.
1\fr. P ark is without any doubt one of the leading men of County Essex, as well as foremost in
his branch of commercial industry. IIonorable
in all of his dealings, thoroughly intelligent in
his business methods, a good citizen and loyal
friend, he is not only beloved in his home circle,
but among a large contingent of friends who
know and fully appreciate. his many excellent
traits of character.
.
JOHN RYAN, a successful mason of Amherstburg and a member of the city council is
descended from Irish parentage. The first of the
f amily of whom any definite data are known is
his father, :Mathew Ryan, a native of I reland,
where he was born in 1790-and followed farm. ing. I n his native land he married Winifred
Casey, also born in I reland, and in 1847 they

came to :Montreal, where the wife died within
twenty-four hours after landing. Af ter this sad
occurrence the family moved to Belleville, Ont.,
where they lived eight years, and here J ohn
learned his trade of mason. In 1855 John Ryan
left Belleville for Detroit, )Iichigan, where he
followed his traue for a time, travelling through
the Southern States in the winter for six years.
In 1861 he returned to Amherstburg, and has
since then made that town his home. Politically
he is a Conservative, and in 1891 "as honored
by election to the council, and with the exception of the years 1897 and 1900 has been a
member of that body continuously ever since.
During his occupancy of that position he has
served on two committees, Finance and Property
and Fire, Light and Water. F rom 1872 to
1875 he was trustee of the separate school at
Amherstburg.
On Sept . 2, 1862, 1\fr. Ryan married Miss
Mary Malone, who was born in I reland in 1832
and died in Amherstburg Nov. 1, 1901. One
child came to this marriage, a son, born in J une,
1864, who died in infancy. They have an adopted
daughter, Nellie, who has had a very pleasant
home with h er foster parents. They are all consistent members of the Roman Catholic Church
of Amherstburg, and fraternally :Mr. Ryan is a
member of the C. :M. B. A.
Among other important buildings upon which
Mr. Ryan has done work are the parish house,
the addition to the convent, the brick part of t he
Horseman block and the public school building.
H e has also been employed by C. D. Waterman,
of Detroit, at his trade for five years. By hard,
unremitting labor l\fr. Ryan has accumulated a
sufficient amount to keep him in his declining
years from ·want, and he has also gained the entire confidence and respect of the community.
LEONARD WI GLE, a well-kno,vn retired
citizen of :Mersea township, has lived there all
his lifeh H e comes of one of the oldest and best known families of the County of Essex, and is
a worthy representative of the name, for he has
led a life of industry and usefulness. His successful career as a farmer did not shut out other
interests, for he found time for activity in different lines, especially the religious life of his
community, where he has long been widely
known as a leading member of the Methodist
Church.
John Wendell Wigle, the great-grandfather
of Leonard, and the first of the name in th~
country, was born about 1753 in Germany. When
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approaching miu<lle age he came to Canada, settling about 1792 in the township of Gosfield, County of Essex. IIowever, he had long made his home
on this side of the Atlantic, for in 177G h e married i n York, P ennsylvania, Julianna Romerin
(now pronounced Romer), who died in May,
1824. 'rhey reared a family of eleven children,
namely: John married Susanna Scratch. Wendell married Isabella Scratch. Kate married
Theodot·e Malott. Elizabeth married Michael
F ox. Sarah married Solomon Shepley. 1\Iaud
married Jacob Fox. Julianna married George
Fox. Mary married P eter Scratch. J oseph
married Euphemie Miller. Christopher married
Mary Wilkinson. Michael married (first) Julianna Toffelmcyer, and (seconu) Prudence
Chaplin.
John Wigle, eldest son of John Wendell, was
born Dec. 21, 1778, at Little York, Pennsylvania,
and came with his parents to Canada, spending
the remainder of his life in the township of Gosfield. H e died there Jan. 28, 1871, at the ad-vanced age of ninety-two years. On F eb. 9, 1802,
in Amherstburg, J ohn Wigle married Susanna
Kratz, daughter of Leonard Kratz (this name
is now Scratch). l\1rs. Wigle was born July 23,
1775, on H og Island, Michigan, and died at the
home in Gosfield, J an. 29, 1860, in her seventyfifth year. She was the mother of fifteen children: (1 ) Mary, born Feb. 10, 1803, married
Nov. 8, 1820, John Roe, and died Dec. 4, 1827.
(2) Leonard, born :March 14, 1804, is mentioned
b elow. (3) Julianne, born June 4, 1805, married Peter Malott. ( 4) Wendell, born Sept. 9,
1806, married H annah Hairsine. ( 5) I sabelle,
born June 2, 1808, married Thomas Williams.
(6) Joseph, born Oct. 8, 1809, married Sarah
. Steward. (7) P eter, born Aug. 25, 1811, married Mary Augustin. (8) Susanna, born Nov.
18, 1813, married John Iler. (9) John, born
Sept. 19, 1815, married Ann Randall. (10)
Sarah, born Sept. 8, 1818, married Joseph Coatsworth. (11) Robert, born May 24, 1820, married Elizabeth Williams. (12) Solomon, born
1\fay 14, 1822, married Anne Iler. ( 13 ) Adam,
· born June 14, 1824, married Lucinda Buchanan.
(14) Nancy Jane, born June 1, 1828, married
L ouis Jasperson_ (15) Michael, born March 15,
1831, married Jane Crow. The last named is
the only survivor, and he r esides in Kingsville,
Ont.
Leonard Wigle, son of J ohn, was born on the
homestead in Gosfield township, :March 14, 1804,
and grew to manhood in the place of his nativity. When he concluded to try farming on his

own account he came to )Jt>rsra hnru~hi p, locating on the north side of Talbot street, where
he bought a bush farm of 200 aCI'<'s. Here he
er('cted a log house and commen~Pil the work of
clearing, succcec.ling so well that naueh of his
lanu was under a fine state of culti\'ation <luring his lifetime.
H is efforts in
the line of agriculture were well repaid,
but be did not give all his time t o farming, for a number of years keeping a ta\·ern, in
which business he also prospered. )lr. Wigle
was a quiet, unassuming man, but he was ne\'Cr·
theless widely known, and his generosity and
kind-hearted disposition made him beloved by
all. He was commonly known as "Uncle"
Leonard.
On Nov. 16, 1824, !;eonard Wigle was married, in Gosfield, to J ane Ilairsine, who was no
less noted for kindness of heart and goodness
thnn Iter husband; they were remarkably well
mated in this rPspect. She was known by young
and old as "Aunt" Jane, and during the thirtyeight yE'ars that she and her husband conducted
the tavern they made many friends, proving
ideal h osts. )Irs. Wigle was born l\ov. 8, 1805,
in Yorkshire, England, daughter of Charles·
IIairsine, and dicu on the homestead, Oct. 31,
1881. Mr. Wigle also died there, Feb. 27, 187&,
nnd their remains rest in Lake View cemetery.
Both were members of the Methodist Church,
and in politics he was a stanch Conservative.
IIe served at Sandwich during the R ebellion of
1837-38. l\fr. and l\Irs. Wigle were the parents
of nine children, and in spite of her busy life
she was a most devoted mother. 'Ve have t he following record of the family: ( 1) Charles married (first) Charlotte Wiper, and (second ) Mary
Ann Girty. (2) John, who resides in Leamington, Ont., married Jane Gaines. (3) Susan married Eli Deming, and, for h er second h usband,
Tiorace Deming. (4) Alexander married :M ary
Ann Lovelace. ( 5) TJeonard is mentioned below. (6) Mary married (first) John Deming,
and (second) George Russell. (7) Rebecca died
at the age of four. (8) Robert married Jane
Scratch. (9) Jane married Cordon Palmer, and
died :May 26, 1875.
Leonard 'Wigle, son of Leonard, was born on
the old homestead, June 8, 1836, and there grew
to manhood, amid all the hardships of pioneer
life. lie attended a little log school house during his boyhood, and later assisted his parents,
with whom he remained on the old place until he
'vas twenty-two years old. ITaving then decided
to start farming on his own account, he invested
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in 200 acres of bush land in l\fersea township,
beginning as his father had done. He put up a
small frame dwelling, and until 1902 devoted
his time to clearing and cultivating his land, engaging in general farming and t obacco growing.
He was among the first in this section to undertake the raising of tobacco, and was one of the
most extensive growers of that product during
his active years. In 1870 he built a brick dwelling, one of the first on the road, and in 1902,
when he decided to retire from farming, he put
up a fine brick dwelling on the place; just west
of the old home. This place is fitted with all
modern improvements, and is a most comfortable
· residence, and here l\Ir. Wigle and his wife are
now enjoying the fruits of years of labor, in
which he was unusually successful. He has not
been particularly active in public life, although
a stanch Conservative, but the Methodist Church
has found in him one of its most faithful work. ers. He has been a member for over thirty
years, and has been active in all its interests,
·serving as recording secretary and class-leader.
· His tastes are strictly domestic, and he carries
his religion into his every-day life, family prayer
having been the rule in his home for many years.
Mr. Wigle has led an upright life in all his relations with his fellowmen, and has r eared a
family which reflects great credit on his example
and training.
On Nov. 22, 1856, Mr. Wigle was married to
Sarah Ann Kimball, who has proved a worthy
helpmeet to her husband in their home and religious life, she being also a devout member of the
Methodist Church. Thirteen children have come
into their home, as follows : Colista, who married Cord Palmer, resides in Kingsville, and has
two children ; Cordelia, now deceased, married
Albert Chamberlain; Ida, wife of Albert Raycraft, resides in Fostoria, Ohio, and · has one
child; Ada, who married Alexander Anderson,
of London, Ont., has two children; Ella, deceased, married Zacharias Wigle, and had four
children; Louis G. died when two years old;
Wilson B., a r esident of Los Angeles, California, married Mary Luke, and has two children ;
Jason, a brick manufacturer and farmer in the
township of :Mersea, married Letta Walkerson,
and has two children ; Frederick J. is on the
· homestead ; Nora married Wallace Mackenzie, of
Leamington, and has two children; Nellie, wife
of Charles Pickle, resides in Michigan; Grace
married Edward Winters, of Leamington, and
· has two children ; and Nettie resides at home.
.All of the members of the family occupy promi-
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nent positions in the various communities in
which their lots have been cast.
JOHN FRASER, a successful lumber dealer
and manufacturer of sash, doors and blinds at
Amherstburg, Ont., is of Scotch extraction on
both sides for several generations. His father,
Simon Fraser, a well-known retired resident of
Amherstburg, was born in Scotland, and he is
his only child.
John Fraser was born in Scotland, .April 27,
1857, and came with his father to Ontario when
a boy. He received his education in the public
schools of County Essex. Upon reaching manhood 's estate he engaged in the lumber business
and thus continued until 1890, when his father,
with whom he .was in partnership, retired, and
our subject became the sole proprietor and manager of the enterprise. That year Mr. Fraser
erected his present sash, door and blind plant,
where· he manufactures the goods mentioned, enjoying an exceptionally fine trade. Devoting
his entire attention to his business he looks after
details himself, and has but little time for political matters, except to cast his ballot in support of the principles of the Reform party.
On Dec. 27, 1883, Mr. Fraser married Sarah
Elizabeth Kemp, and one son has come to Mr.
and Mrs. Fraser, Simon Kenneth, born in November, 1889. Mr. and Mrs. Fraser are consistent
members of the Presbyterian Church, in which
they take an active part. They dispense a gracious and hearty hospitality to their acquaintances and friends in their pleasant home on
Ramsay street, and are both highly r espected
and esteemed.
JOHN BAPTISTE MARCHAND, one of
'rilbury's well-known agriculturists and large
land owners, was born in what wa1> then Tilbury
West (now Tilbury North) township, County of
Essex, Oct. 25, 1857.
The Marchand family are old French settlers
of the Province of Quebec, and for several decades descendants of the family have made their
home in this section of Ontario. John Baptiste
Marchand, the first of the name in the Counties
of Kent and Essex, Ont., was born in the Province of Quebec, near Montreal, where he grew
np on a farm, and there married Margaret Drouseo. This union was ·blessed with a large family, four of whom were born before the family
came to Ontario. I n 1831 Mr. Marchand, with
his wife and four children, set out for their new
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home in the west with a horse and wagon, making the journey to Ontario from ~Iontreal, and
after three months' travel arrived in Kent
County, locating on a fifty-acre tract in East
Tilbury township, where they were among the
first settlers in their section. Tie bullt a log
house and cleared up the land, and continued to
r eside there up to the time of his death. During this time, by industry, he added to his po~
sessions until he had a tract of 200 acres of land,
most of which, with the help of his sons, he
cleared up. lie attained a ripe old age, died on
his farm, and is buried in St. Francis cemetery,
Tilbury. Before the parish of St. Francis was
formed .Mr. Marchand and his family attended
church at St. Peter's, on the Thames river, and
in going back and forth had often to ''"adc
through marshes, as in those days there were no
r oads, only paths. After the parish of St. Francis was formed in Tilbury, he became a member,
and retained that connection until his death, a
devout Catholic and a good Christian man. His
wife died on the farm, and is buried beside him.
She, too, was a member of St. Francis parish. In
political sentiment 1\Ir. Marchand was a strong
Conservative, but he was not active in such affairs, and had no desire for public office.
John Baptiste :Marchand, son of John Baptiste, was born on the farm near Montreal, and
was only four years old when his father made
the three months' trip to the County of Kent.
H e grew up on the paternal farm in Tilbury
East township, with meager ad,·antages for education, as there were no schools in that section
in those pioneer days. After hiF! marriage he
commenced farming for himself on a fifty-acre
tract on Lot 22, :Middle Road North, in what was
then Tilbury West township, now Tilbury North
township. There he built a log house and set
about clearing his land, becoming engaged in
general farming. Like hiFI father he had
formed valuable habits of industry, and during his active life he had acquired over
200 acres of land, all of which he put under
cultivation, besides engaging in lumbering. In
addition to his farming operations, he was for a
while interested in the hotel business in Tilbury,
first carrying on a hotel in a frame building, and
later, in 1882, erecting the brick hotel (over the
site of the old frame one) now known as the
"International Hotel," at an expense of over
ten thousand dollars. H e conducted it 'for a
year and a half, but, preferring the life of the
farm, he returned to the homestead, where the
r emainder of his days was·passed. He was quite

active up to the time of his tlcath, which ocCUlTed in 1893, when he wns a~cd sisty-si.x
years. He is buried in St. Fraucis ceructery. He
was a member of St. Francis Catholic Church,
and in politics was a Consen·ath·e. )Jr. ;)Jarcband was a man of enterprise and progr.~s~ i ,.e
ideas, and took a deep and effectiYe inter-£'st in
his home, his family and his t ownship. He scn·eol
as a F!cbool trustee.
:\Ir. :Marchand married, at St. Froucis
Church, Emily Troumbley, daughter of J ohn B.
Troumbley, and sister of Pierre Troumbl£'y, who
was r eeve of the township for many years. Thirteen children came to this union: John Baptiste
is mentioned farther on. Mary married Charles
Beangrand, of Tilbury North township. Emily married :Maxson Dupens, of New Bedford,
:\Iassachusetts. ~largaret marrieu Xoah Carriere, of Tilbury Korth township. Rose married
Hyacinthe ~fonpelit, of Tilbury Korth township.
Julia Ann died young. Francis resides in ?\ew
Bedford, Massachusetts. Joseph is a farmer, of
Tillmry North township. Frederick iFI also a
farmer in that township. Felenise married Ernest
Strong of Tilbury North township. Annie married Alexander Le Meare, and resides in Windsor. Oliver is on the homestead. The other chilu
died in infancy. The mother of these children
is still living, and resides on the homestead famt.
Though now over sixty-five years old, she is
still active in spite of the fact that she has
worked hard all her life, and r eared a large family, to whom she has been very devoted. She is
a member of St. Francis Church.
J ohn Baptiste l\Iarchand, eldest son of John
Baptiste, was born on the homestead farm, and
attended school in his native township, learning
both English and French. lie remained at home
~rith his father, and was there engaged in farming until he was a little over eighteen years old,
at which time he married, Feb. 22. 18i7, Esther
St. Denies. She was born in St. Balonta, Quebec, daughter of ITubert St. Denies. After his
marriage 1\ir. :Marchand's father gaye him a.
fifty-acre tract of land in what is now Tilbury
North township, on the line of the County of
Kent, and in the corporation of Tilbury. H e put
up a frame dwelling house '~hich he has since
greatly enlarged and improved, and he cleared
up his fifty acres and carried on that place for
five years, at the end of which time be rented "it,
and bought the "Commercial IIotel, " in Tilbury,
for which he paid $3,025. There he remained in
business for ten years, when he sold out and
bought the brick hotel built by his father, for
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whi<:h he paid $9,700, and where he conducted
business for fou rteen years, meeting with gratifying snccess. On account of his wife's health
he sold out and returned to the farm, and there
he has ever since been engaged in agricultural
pursuits, meeting with the same prosperity
which has attended all his other business ventures. With the family characteristic of industry he unites ability and good judgment in managing his affairs, and as a result he is now one
of the largest land owners in the section in which
he lives, owning and operating over 360 acres of
land, all of which is under cultivation. llis
land lying in both Essex and Kent, he can vote
in five different sections, one in East Tilbury,
one in Tilbury, t wo in Tilbury North and one in
Sandwich. Besides general farming, Mr. Marchand has also engaged in stock raising and dealing, and in every line he bas been noted for his
honesty and honorable transactions.
:\Irs. Marchand has proved quite a help to
her husband. T hey began life poor and worked
hard, and are now possessed of considerable of
this world's goods. No children have been born
to ~Ir. and l\Irs. Marchand, but they have
adopted three children, to whom they are giving
good educational advantages and all the blessings
of a comfortable Christian home. They are both
members of St. Francis Catholic Church at Tilbury, and he is a member of the Catholic Order
of Foresters and the C.l\I.B.A., both of Tilbury,
of which latter he was vice-president. Mr. Marchand was formerly a Conservative, but is now
a supporter of the Liberal party. H e was a
member of the township council for six months,
resigning when he purchased the brick hotel ; he
has the opportunity of assuming official honors
again, but does not care to do so.
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WILLIAM T. WILKINSON, manuf acturer
of and dealer in harness, saddles and other goods
in the same line at Amberstburg, and a member
of the county council of Essex, is of English extraction.• The founder of the family in Ontario
was his grandfather, J ames Wilkinson, who was
born in England, and there married Ellen Barrey, a native of Ireland. J ames Wilkinson and
his ,vife emigrated to Ontario, locating near
Montreal. :Mr. Wilkinson being at that time a
member of the Canadian Rifles, he participated
in the Rebellion of 1837-38. Later he removed
to Niagara, still continuing to be a member of
the above mentioned troop. After t he conciusion of hostilities Mr. Wilkinson settled at Amherstburg, where he lived retired as a pensioner

unt il his death ; his widow survived him some
t ime. 'l'heir chilch·en were as follows: William
'1'.; Robert, of " ·indsot·; John, of the Dctt·oit
P erry Co. ; Stephen, in business in the town of
Essex; Maria, widow of William Dorman; Frederick, of Detroit; and J ames E., of Detroit.
William '1'. Wilkinson \ras born at Chambly,
.April 7, 1841, but his business career was inaugurated at Amherstburg in 1861, when he
opened the house now conducted by his son,
our subject. William T. Wilkinson continued
the harness business during his entire active
business life, but was cnt off by an attack of
pneumonia, in 1885. Not only did he attain
prominence in the business world, but he was
also conspicuous in matters political. Tie ser ved
as reeve of Amherstburg, was a member of the
school board, and at the time of his death was
a member of t he county council. It was during
a session of this council that he contracted the
severe cold which resulted in his death two days
afterward. Mr. Wilkinson married Julia Keenan,
a nath·e of London, Ont., who was born Jnly 13,
1845, a daughter of John and Margaret (Bergin)
Keenan, n atives of I reland. Mrs. Wilkinson sur,;ves her husband, and now resides in Amherst..
burg. She is the mother of the following children : John E. was engaged in the harness business with his father, but is no'v deceased; William T. is mentioned below; one infant died
soon after birth; two daughters died in infancy.
William T. Wilpnson was born in Amherstburg July 31, 1865, and h is literary education
wn.s gained in the public schools of his n ative
town, after which he took a course in a Detroit
business college, from which he was graduated
in 1885. Upon the death of his father he assumed charge of the business, and still carries it
on, meeting with well merited success. Like his
father Mr. Wilkinson is a Reformer, and has
taken an active part in political matters, in 188990-91-92 being elected a member of the council
of Amherstburg; in 1895-96 he was deputy-reeve
of the town and member of the county council.
In 1898 :Mr. Wilkinson was honored with election
to the mayoralty, and in 1901 was elected t o the
county council, in which he also served in 190203. In 1903 he was warden of the County of
Bssex. In religious matters he is a member of
the Church of E ngland, and fraternally he is
a Royal Arch !IIason, being principal of the
local lodge.
GEORGE GRAHAM, a well-known citizen
of Pelee I sland, where he is engaged in general
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)lr. Graham is a stanch Conscrvatiw, but
farming and stock raising, was born in County
has never sought office. He is a m~·mber uf the
Leitrim, Ireland, Dec. 25, 1829, a son of Mark
Loyal Orange Associativn, an•l the strcu:.:1h of
Graham, a native of County Fermanagb.
that organization is lat·geJy uue tO his ~ll'•Jl'tS.
Mark Graham grew to manhood's estate in )lr. Graham was one of the orgauizt'rs of the urhis native county, and was engaged in farming. der ou P elce I sland, and bas been a mc111hcr ot
He married 1\Iary Butler, and in 1830 they set it for twenty-six years, during which t illll' l11~ has
sail for Quebec, from Dublin. Settling in Que- 1 spared neither t ime nor expense to make it n suebec on a 100-acre tract of land, they later moved cess. ..\ t present he is filling the oOicc of t rdi<.;U·
to Cavan township, County Durham, where t he rer of the order, and bas been a tlepnty treasuf ather became a land owner and farmer and rer. Both he and h is wife are dt>vout tnt•mb<?rs
spent the remainder of his days, with the excep- of the )Jethodist Church, in which he laas filJ,,d
tion of eight years during which he was in Mani- the office of steward. Throughout County Estoba. His death occurred on the fa rm, and be sex )Jr. Graham is highly respected, both as a
was buried in the Church of England cemetery. good bnsinc-s.~ man aod a kind-heart ed Chri...tiau
In politics be was a Conservative, while in reli- while his loyalty as a subject has been pruwn
gious affiliation he "as a member of the Church many times over.
of England, as wer e also his wife and children.
Mrs. Graham also died on the farm, and lies burIIE:\RY A. B.AU..EY, a r etired customs ofied by the side of her husband. Five children ficC'r of .Amhcrstburg, was born at the old homewere born to this worthy couple: George; David, stead in Anderuon, County of Essex, )lat·eh H,
who died at the age of fourteen years; Samuel, 18-l!>, and is of English descent.
residing on the homestead in Durham; Thomas,
J ohn and Ann (Skinner) Dail<'y, his parents,
a resident of Manitoba; and Mark, of Manitoba. W<'rC both born in the Connt.y of Sussex, EngGeorge Graham was only a year old when the laud, he in February, 1800; she in 1803. They
family reached the New World, and he was married in England, later came to Canada. in
reared upon a farm, attending the schools of his 18:16, and for a few years settled in ~lalden,
neighborhood, and working for his father until where he r l'nted land. Mr. Bailey then bought
he was thirty years of age, when he settled in wild land in .Anderdon, in the 2nd Concession,
County Northumberland, and there remained for where he started life in the woods in a little log
several years. Then be sold some property be cabin, the ~ome of the family until he replact>d it
had acquired and went to IIowick township, with a lar~e modern house. His wife died at this
County Huron, where he bought a tract of fifty home in 1886, and he passed away in 1887. They
acres and continued thereon unti1 1877, making were consistent members of the Church of Eng-many improvements upon his property. At that land, while politically :Mr. Dailey was a Contime he sold and came to Pelee I sland, purchas- servative. A family of t en children was left:
(1) Alfred Bailey, the eldest, born in England,
ing twenty-seven and one-half acres from Dr.
Scudder. On this farm he began the culture of married and moved to ~fanitoba, where be begrapes, tobacco and beets, and here for the past came a wealthy man and was a successful farm~'r
twenty-seven years he bas been very successfully until his dl'ath, in 1888. lie left a wife and famengaged in the cultivation and development of ily. (2) Levi, born in England, is now a r esihis land, and he has gradually added the r aising dcnt of California, where be bas been cngaged in
of stock. His comfortable home was erected by mining for forty-five years; be left Canada in
himself, and he bas also made other needed im- 1859. He has never married. (3) Mercy, born
in England, is the wife of Edward Hornor, of
provements.
In 1863 Mr. Graham married Sarah Fer- Amherstburg. (4) J ohn, born in Am1erdon
township, is a farmer of Anderdon, is married
guson, who has been devoted to her home and and bas a family. (5) David, born in Amherstfamily. The following family has been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Graham: Margaret Ann, now de- burg-, is a farmer of Malden, near the borough of
Amberstburg, and is married and has a family.
ceased ; Mary, married to J ohn F erguson ; _(6) George W., born in Anderdon, is a contraetor
Louise, deceased; Rachel, deceased; Eliza, who
builder of Amberstbur~. He married a Miss
married J ames Quick, of Pelee I sland; Selena, and
Gott, and bas a family. (7) Sarah A. and (8)
married to Capt. Frank Harris, of P elee I sland ;
Frances, u nmarried, r eside in Amherstbur~. (9)
Charlotte, wife of Rankin Gardner; and Sam- H enry A. is mentioned below. (10) Edwin, the
uel, a farmer on Pelee Island.
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youngest of the family, resides on the old homestead ''"ith his family.
Henry A. Bailey received his early education
in the schools of Anderdon, later attending those
of .Amherstburg, and then at Detroit Comm ercial
College. He began his business career by buying
grain for William Borrowman, a grain shipper.
After a number of years thus occupied, he was
in 1881 appointed custom house officer for Amherstburg, which office he filled sixteen years.
At the end of that time he became disabled for
his duties on account of sich.-ness, and in 1897
was r etired on a pension by the Canadian
Government.
I n 1888 :Mr. Bailey married Miss Mary Menzies, of Amherstburg, daughter of James Menzies, and a member of one of the prominent
Scotch familiP.s of the town. To this union have
been born five children: Annie L., Alison L.,
Jack L., James E. and Harry.
Politically Mr. Bailey is a Conservative. The
religions belief of the family is that of the
Church of England. For many years Mr. Bailey
has been a prominent roan in .Amherstburg, and
though now out of the current of active business
life still holds his place in the esteem of his fellow townsmen.
J A~\IES CUMl!UNG, one of the substantial
farmers of Gosfield North, living on Concession
10, Lot 20, is a son of George aJ¥i Clarissa
(Deen) Cumming, and was born in the County
of Oxford Nov. 6, 1839.
·
George Cumming was born in the Lowlands
of Scotland, and when a young man came with
his brother James to Canada, settling in the
County of Oxford, where James died soon after
his arrival. George continued to farm there for
a few years, and married, but later removed to
another farm in Ontario. After his death his
widow moved to Ohio, and passed her last years
in that State. She and her husband left eight
children, all living, namely: George, Silas and
I saiah are all residents of Trumbull County,
Ohio, where they married and have families.
James is mentioned below. Clarissa is the wife
of P eter Johnston, of the County of Wellington. Mary is the wife of James J ordan, of the
County of Oxford. ?l.fatilda married Holmes
Cloud, and has five children, all holding good
positions. Jane A. married a miner, and moved
to the coal fields of Pennsylvania.
·
James Cumming received a r ather limited
education in the schools of the county, and was
generally engaged in work on the farm, where he
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continued until he was twenty-three. Then he
married and went to Trumbull County, Ohio,
where he worked in the coal mines six years. In
Uctober, 1870, he sold out in Ohio, and bought
his present place in Gosfield North, then 100
acres of wild land, which he gradually cleared,
living meanwhile in a log cabin. His present
frame house was built in 1876. Mr. Cumming
has been a life-long farmer, and so conversant
with every detail of the life that success has
crowned his efforts.
Mr. Cumming has been twice married. In
1865 he was united in marriage with Miss .:Martha A. Dilley, of Ohio, who died while they were
living in Trumbull County. She left a daughter,
Olive, who lived to be only two years old. His
second wife, whom he married in 1869, was Miss
Mary Orton, of Lower Canada, daughter of
Oliver Orton, and she shared his life for over a
quarter of a century, dying at their home April
lv, 1901. She was the mother of three sons: (1)
Celsus N., the eldest son, born in Canada,·in 1870,
married Miss Annie Parson, of the County of
Essex, and they reside on his farm in Gosfield,
with their four children, Lawrence, Lena and
Letha (twins) and Gertrude. (2) Homer E.,
born in 1873, married Miss Mary J . Gallagher,
and has one daughter, Eva L., born in April,
1903; he lives on his father's farm. Mrs. Cumming was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, Sept.
27; 1877, daughter of John Gallagher, who is
still living in Ireland. (3) Orvil V., b9rn in
1879, unmarried, is an engineer in the County of
Essex.
Mr. Cumming belongs to the Methodist
Church, as did his wife. A stanch Reformer in
his views, he has never desired to take any active
part in political life; he was, however, appointed
postmaster of Gosfield, and served several terms
most acceptably. Starting in life a poor man,
Mr. Cumming has worked his way steadily up, ·
and as he has used only the most honorable
methods he has won the :~:espect and esteem of
all who know him. H e and his wife were both
fine characters, and of a kindly disposition that
made them many friends.
ADAM OPER, a well-known fisherman and
farmer, as well as extensive hindowner, of Mersea township, was born
Germany, Sept. 22,
1849, son of Michael and Elizabeth (Romo)
Oper.
Michael Oper was also a native of Germany,
and was three times married. With the mother
of our subject he came to America, in 1851, on a
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sailing vessel, landing iri Xew Yurk City. From
2\[r. anu .:Jrrs. Op~r: l>auid. a farnwr iu 2\It::rs!!a
there he made his way to Sandusky, Ohio, aml
t ownship, who manicu ..\da !:$wilzt:r· ; Elizabeth,
after a few years there, went to Marblehea(l,
tlcceasctl, who marrictl Go1·don HolJsou, ant! had
. Ont., where he worked in the stoue quanies. ' one dau~htcr, :Jlildr·ecl; .:Jiilr.s, at home with his
From there he went to ::\orth Bass l:;le, in Otfather; Lillie .:JL, who mart·icd Thoma.'i Swau:-.on,
tawa, and engaged in farming, making that place
of L camin;;tou, anu has om: :-;nn, .JI)hn .\.:
his home for some time. His death occurred in
Est!H'r, at }rome; and Oeor~t·, who di.-tl iu boyOhio, A pril 28, 1896, at the age of eighty-one.
hood. 'fht! fa mil.'· arc membcr·s of tlr<• C<Jt lwlic
His wife died on North Bass Isle, Feb. 9, 1858,
Church. )fr. Op('r is a member of the C.O. F ., of
aged thirty-eight. The father was a consistent
fo CUIIIingtOII, antl fot• nine )'CUI'S he St' rn·d £>t1kimember of the Lutheran Church, while his wi fe Ciltly as school tmstee.
was a member of the Roman Catholic Church.
'l'he children born to the thiru marria~e of
ISAAC MILLE~, a farmer of OusfidJ Xorth,
a!Hl for thirty years a well known local preacher
Michael Oper were: Adam, B arbara and Mi~hael,
born in Germany; and Jacob and Elizabeth, born
in the )fethoJist Church, has been a resitlcut of
at .Marblehead, Ohio, the latter marryiug Joseph the County of Essex since he was fifteen years
Girardin, of l\Iersea township.
of age, IJut was born in the County of W entAdam Oper was but one year of age when he worth, F eb. 28, 1852. H e was the youngest son
was brought to the ~ew World. Owing to the
born to the late J ohn )fillcn, by his lirst wife,
poverty of his parents he never had the advanantl is a IJrother of William, James, and Thomas
tages of an education, but was placed at work at :JI ill en, of County of Essex. The life story
a t ender age, and so continued at :Marblehead, of the parents is given in the sketch of James
l\Iillen.
fishing, until he was eighteen, at which time he
was engaged by Miles Fox in fishing by the
~fr. 1\rillen acqnirl'tl his ellucation in the
month. In 1880 he came to Ont.ario, locating in
County of '\entworth. antl as be was naturallv
a studmt he improved his opportunities to the
Mersea township, and purchased from Mr. Fox
an interest in three pounds on Lake Erie, and
utmost, and pursue<l general studies in various
later four more, so that he operated seven
hranche!!. 'Yhen his parents removed to Gospounds. I n addition to fishing, he became inter- field Xorth he accompanied them, and for some
ested in farming, buying fifty acres, upon which years thereafter was engaged in helping on his
he made extensive improvements. To this pur- father's farm, gaining the experience which was
chase he later added 100 acres, and still later soon to be of use to him on his own property.
On Dec. -!, 1 8 1~, :Mr. ) fillen was married to
fifty more, now owning 200 acres in Concessions
A and B. He built one of the finest houses in
~fiss Louisa Haycock, and the young couple setthe county, at a cost of $-!,000, and also has some tled at first on bush land, which ~fr. l\Iillen
·commodious and convenient barns. Mr. Oper is cl.:-ared and operated for t en y ears. In 1882 he
constantly making improvements, and takes
bought the :JL G. Bruner place, on Concession 6,
great pride in his handsome property, as he mny Lot 22, comprising 100 acres of good farm land,
justly do. I n his operations, he has met with un- anu there the family have made their home ever
since. .!\frs. Louisa II. ~fillen was born in the
qualified success, and he is recognized as a man
of upright life, true and honorable in his dealCounty of Iluron, in 1847. ITer parents, Titus
ings, and one who inspires confidence. In re- and Lydia IIaycock, Canadians by birth, settled
ligious matters, he is very broadminded, en- first in Huron, later moved to Gosfield Korth,
deavoring himself to follow t he teaching-s laid and finally, not many years before their deaths.
to Olinda, where their last days were spent. Of
down in the Golden Rule.
On January 121 1876, in L eamington, Mr.
their family four children are still living. Seven
Oper married Theressa Girardin, born on Point children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. MilPelee, Nov. 28, 1855, daughter of the late Fran- len: Ida, born in Oosfield Xorth .April 14, 18i5,
cis -and Susann (Laurier) Girardin, and sister married Edward Lee, of Essex, and lives on a
farm in Gosfield; they have one son, IIoward.
of Joseph Girardin, a farmer of Mersea township. Francis Girardin was born in Amherst- Hubert W., born in February, 1877, married
burg, and died on Pointe Pelee, in July, 1899, :\!iss Rose Calder, of the County of E s.c;e:t, and
aged eighty years; his wife was a native of Pointe lives on a farm adjoining his father's. Charles,
P elee, and still lives on the old farm, aged born Nov. 19, 1878, is a farmer of Gosfield
seventy-six. Six children have been born to South, married l\Iiss E. B. Orton, and has one
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daughter, Ila V. Everett P., born .Aug. 28, 1881,
married Miss Eva :May Orton, daughter of Wil·
liam Orton, one of the old families of Gosfit>l.t,
and lives at the Millen homestead. Stanley S.,
born J uly 19, 1887, is a student in the Learning·
ton High School Hubert 0. and Edward 0.
both died in childhood.
)fr. :Millen and his wife are members of the
:Methodist Church, and prominent in its work
locally, l\Ir. l\lillen having been a minister in its
service for twenty-nine years. Even in youth
he was a student of the Bible, and as time passed
be has become deeply versed in Biblical literatnre. He was one of the founders of the Belle
River Methodist Church, and has since then
labored faithfully for its advancement, while he
hns also with untiring zeal furthered the cause
of r eligion generally throughout his region. Besides his services as a preacher, l\Ir. Millen has
also been for about twelve years the superintendent of the Sunday School. Unimpeachable in
his integrity, broad-minded and charitable, with
every act of his life ordered in strict accordance
with the mandates of his conscience, Mr. Millen's
preaching b as been emphasized and exemplified
by his life, and hence has been more than USU·
ally powerful in molding the lives about him,
while the r eal affection which his character bas
inspired has made his influence still greater.
Always eager to further the good of the community, :Mr. Millen has ever shown an inter est
in public affairs, and bas been especially prominent in the educational development of Gosfield,
where for many years he has been one of the
school trustees. Politically, as might be expected
from a man of his deep convictions and aims, he
is found among the adherents of the Reform
party. In every·phase of life Mr. Millen has
been earnest, active and conscientious, and his
impress upon the community will never be
effaced.
ALBERT DROUILLARD, of His Majesty's
Customs at Windsor, Ont., is descended from
one of the first French families of Western
Ontario. It was founded in this country by the
great-great-grandlather of the present representative ip about 1748-50.
In the next generation is found Pierre
Drouillard, who was born in 1750, in Detroit,
and who, on reaching manhood, moved to the
County of Essex, Ont. During the Revolutionary war, the period inclusive of 1775-1778, he
acted as interpreter for the English army at
Sandwich and Windsor. His marriage was to

a compatriot, who was a daughter of the family
of Labadee, and to this union four children
were born, namely: Francois X ., the grand·
father of our subject; ::\larie Louise, wife of
J ohn D. Parent; Mrs. Toussaint Lauraozie; and
George, who was interpreter and guide for the
J,ewis and Clark expedition. The father of this
family died in W alken ·ille.
Francois X. Drouillard was born in 1787,
in Detroit, and in Sandwich, Ont., married Miss
Phlegc Pratt, who was born in 1788, in Sand·
wich, and died :March 10, 1876, in Sand,vich
Bast, where her husband was a farmer, and
where he di~d in 1853. lie also was employed
to carry the mail from Windsor to Chatham,
which he had to do on horseback and on foot
for several years through the woods. His chil·
dren were: Louis, Rosalie, l\Iatilda, Elizabeth
and Victoria, all deceased; Francois X. (2);
Caroline; and Joseph and l\Ioses, d eceased .
Francois X. Drouillard (2) was born Feb.
18, 1823, in Walkerville, which place has been
the family home most of the time to the present
day. In Detroit be learned the carpenter 's trade,
which, together with farming, has been Es oc.
cnpation during his active years, and he still
retains his farm in Sandwich East, although he
has practically retired from labor. 1\Ir. Drouil·
lard has been one of the leading men of his
locality, serving as assessor for several vears
at Sandwich East, and for the same ti~e at
Windsor, taking at all t imes a deep and inteJli.
gent interest in the growth and developmer.t of
this part of the county. Politically he inclines
to the principles of the Conservative party, but ·
he never lets par ty lines prevent him from sup·
porting the best man for the position. In 1850
Mr. Drouillard was united in marriage with
Charlotte Villiere St. Louis, daughter of Francois Villierc St. Louis, who was born in 1832,
and who died in 1872, leaving this family : Albert, of Windsor; Alfred, of Walkerville, de.
ceased; Cornelia, of Detroit ; J osephine, of
Detroit ; Eugene, of Michigan; 1\Iary, of Walker.
ville; George, of Colorado; and Annie, of Walk.
erville. T wo children died in childhood.
Albert Drouillard was born in Detroit :May
12, 1851, and was but three years of age when
brought by his parents to Windsor. There he
grew to manhood and attended the public schools,
later having the advantage of a course in Sand.
wich College. He began the battle of life for
himself as a clerk for Elias Williams, of Walker·
ville, with whom he r emained about three years.
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H e then clerked for a time in Detroit and in
Chicago, returning to Windsor from the latter
city. At that t ime his father had finished constructing a building for D. & J. Langlois, \Yhere
they were carrying on a large grocery and liquor
business. The latter gentleman being ill, be requested our subject, through his father, to take
charge of his part of the firm's business. l\lr.
Drouillard accepted, and in that connection continued three years. This also resulted in his
marriage, Sept. "26, 1876, to 1\Iiss Genevieve,
daughter of Joel Langlois. To this union these
children have been born: Joel Albert, L eo, Aloysius, Genevieve, and Paul Xavier, who died in
infancy; Gertru de, Catherine Curran, John Walter, and Joseph Earl. The daughters were educated at St. Mary's Academy, Winclsor, from
which institution their mother received first
graduating honors conferred after its establishment. Gertrude was graduated from there in .
1900 and Cad1erine later completed her music
course on the piano and is continuing her studies
under Francis L. York, director of the Detroit
Conservatory of :Music.
·
On F eb. 22, 1884, l\Ir. Drouillard was appointed to Her :Majesty's Customs, being on
tlie special staff for about twelve years, since
wuich time he has been in the local department
at Windsor. Mr. Drouillard has been very successful in a number of mechanical inventions, a
recen.t one being known as ''The Puritas Closet
Local Vent Connection," an. article which has
been universally welcomed, and on which he has
secured patents in Canada, the United States,
Germany, England, France, Russia and Australia. A company for the manufacture of this
device has been f ormed in Detroit, with a capital
of $150,000, of which ~Jr. Drouillard owns
$50,000 and also a royalty on each attachment.
:Mr. Drouillard and his wife are faithful
members of the Roman Catholic Church in Windsor. Fraternally he belongs to the Catholic
Order of Foresters and the C. l\I. B . .A.
THOMAS L. WRIGHT, one of the promi·
nent representative farmers of Colchester South,
County Essex:, belongs to one of the old pioneer
families, the founder of which was Henry
Wright.
IIenry Wright was born and reared in Englanu and in young manhood emigrated to .Anier.
iea with a brother, locating at Rutland, Pennsylvania, where the brother remained permanently.
Henry married in that State Mary Klingensmith,
38

and when troubles arose between the Colonies
and the Mother Country he decided to r emove
to English soil. With his family he located first
on Grosse Ile, but later remo'ied to )Jalden, when
he leai'Ded the former land/ did not belong to
he moved to tht
Great Britain, and still later
I
lake shore, where he took up land in Lots 80 and
76. lie and his wife were buried on this !arm.
They "·ere the parents of the following children:
William married Betsey Lipps; Philip married
(first) l\:Iiss Dowler, and (second) Delilah :Malott; Henry married (first) Miss IIitcbcock, by
whom he had one daughter, Deborah, who married :\latthew :McCormick, and he married
(second) Hannah Lipps; Thomas married (first)
Jennie Little, (second) l\Iary Leighton, and
(third) Abbie Larabie; Betsy married John
Brush; l\Tary married Asa Wilcox; l\Iattie married Samuel Watson; Katie married Henry
Lipps.
·
Philip Wright, the grandfather of Thomas
L. Wright, was born Jan. 5, 1775, at Rutland,
Pennsylvania, and came with his parents to
Grosse Ile, later to :Malden, where he married a
Miss Dowler, who died leaving one daughter,
Anna, born March 30, 1796, who became the wife
of Capt. John UcCormick. Philip Wright married (second) Delilah 1\Ialott, born June 30,
1786, on Grosse Ile, and to them came these children : Lucy, born Nov. 28, 1802, became the wife
of I saac Ferriss; Catherine, was born Nov. 18,
1804; P eter, born Sept. 30, 1806, married Betty
Snider; William, born Nov. 14, 1808, was twice
married, first to :l\Iiss Buchanan, and died in the
States; Sarah, born Nov. 12, 1811, is the widow
of Charles Larrabee and still survives, at the
age of ninety-three with faculties unimpaired;
Philip S., father of our subject, is mentioned
below; Theodore, born Nov. 10, 1816, a local
Methodist minister, married Arabella Leighton,
and they live at Ludington, Michigan; Ebenezer,
born Sept. 20, 1818, married Eliza Stockwell ;
:Mary Christine, born Oct. 16, 1820, married
Thomas Leighton and died at Wyandotte, 1\Iichigan ; Susannah, born Dec. 9; 1824, died in the
States.
Philip Wright, being of age· when he came to
this township, received a 200-acre grant of land
adjoining that of his father. When he married
he took the rear half of Lots 75 and 76, and upon
Lot 75 chose the site of his home. This spot is
now marked by a pear tree, and a few rods
south of it is a remarkable ever-flowing ·spring
which is shaded by a hoary elm, said to have been
. set out by Lucy Wright when it was but a branch
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and she a child. This spring is known to
the whole countryside. It is stoned to the
depth of t welve feet and flows sixty-five barrels
of pure, refreshing ·water every twenty-four
hom·s.
Philip S. Wright, father of Thomas L.
Wright, was hom Dec. 4, 1813, 011 the old home
near the elm tree and the spring, and attended
the log school in the vicinity, one of his first
teachers bt>ing a Robert Thompson. Here he
married l\Jary Quick, who was born May 21,
1811, daughter of Cornelius Quick, originally
from Pennsylvania, and died at the age of eightyone years, her husband dying at the age of
seventy-nine. After his marriage Philip S.
Wright began farming on the present Daniel
Wright place, which he bought and occupied
for some years, and later, by a trade, secured a
part of the old home land, some eighty acres,
which he cleared. He built a home on the north
part of the lot and at a later date replaced his
first house with the one now occupied by his son
Gordon. Prior to his death he acquired eighty
additional acres. Although he began life with
no implements but an axe and a hoe, he possessed an unusual amount of sound, common
sense and unlimited industry, and he became
one of the leading and wealthy farmers of the
township. Mr. Wright was a man of intelligence
and a great reader until an affection of the eyes
prevented their use. He was a fluent speaker,
and on many occasions publicly advocated the
cause of temperance, of which he was an exponent. Under different circumstances and more
favorable conditions Philip S. Wright would
doubtless have become a brilliant professional
man, possessing as he did all the necessary attributes. P olitically he was a Reformer and
took a great interest in all public movements.
The children born to Philip S. Wright and
his wife were as follows: Ebenezer, born Feb.
7, 1836, is a farmer on Concession 4, and married Harriet Halstead; Cornelius, born Feb. 12,
1838, marded Lorinda Patton and lives north of
Harrow; William G., born Sept. 22, 1840, married (first) Rebecca Wright, and (second) Mary
Walters, and lives in Harrow ;, Delilah Ann, born
Dec. 13, 1842, married Judson S. Patton, of Amllerstburg; Joseph, born Nov. 13, 1844, married
Marian Lockhart and lives north of Harrow;
Thomas L. was born March 25, 1847 ; Angus E.,
born J: an. 10, 1850, lives in Harrow; Gordon P.,
born Dec. 7, 1854, has the home place.
Thomas L. Wright was born on the old home
farm and began his education in the log sehool .

house near his home, which was then presided
over by Robet·t Thompson, who had been the instructor of his father. Until his majority he remained at home, and first engaged in farming
for himself 011 Lot 63, where he remained some
five or six years. He then bought his present
farm of 150 act·es in Lots 50 and 51, of the late
David Howie and Robert Heaton. H ere be bas
resided for the past twenty years, during which
time he has been continually engaged in making
improvements. The place was all cleared of the
native brush, but little improving had been attempted, and the present fine condition of the
land and the substantial and commodious buildings show the practical character of Mr.
Wright's methods. It is well known that this is
one of the very best farms in the township. In
times past he has raised here some remarkable
specimens of fruit, a water melon being recalled
whtch weighed sixty pounds. Mr. Wright is an
enthusiastic farmer and loves nothing better
than the thorough cultivation of his fertile acres,
except it be a hunting trip, which he allows himself once a year. This recreation he has enjoyed
since boyhood, and he is credited with a large ·
amount of skill, coming back to the routine work
of the farm refreshed and renewed through other
and outside interests.
On April 27, 1870, Mr. Wright married
Louise F., daughter of the late J eremiah Lockhart, and to this union have been born children
as follows: Carrie Mary is the wife of Ernest E.
Brown, of Kingsville, and they have three children, Hazel, Beatrice and Erma; Ada Marion
married 1\fart. 1\Ialott, of Kingsville, and they
have two children, Brook and Ethel; Fred T.
assists his father in operating the fann; Mabel
Delilah is at home.
Mr. Wright is a strong Reformer and in years
past has taken an active part in party politics
in this section of the county. J.'raternally he is a
charter member of the Order of Workmen at
Harrow. With his wife and family he belongs
to the Methodist Church. He is one of the well
known and representative citizens of Colcht>.ster
South.
LOCKHART. William Lockhart was born
in Scotland, came to the United States as a
young man and located in Pennsylvania, and
there married a widow, M:rs. Jenkins. At the
time o£ the Revolutionary war, being a U. E.
Loyalist, he migrated with his family to Canada
and there settled first on Grosse lie, where his
son J eremiah was born. Then he removed to the

I
I

I
I

•

COJfl\1El\lORATIVE BIOGRAPlliCAL RECORD.
township of Colchester South and located on
the front of Lots 56, 57, 58 and owned a tract
which was known as Lockhart's I sland, r eceiving
this land for his loyalty to the country of his
nativity. He eventually sold this large t>state
and went back to Scotland, leaving two sons,
James (of Colchester South), and Jeremiah.
J eremiah Lockhart was born in · 1786 and
grew up in Malden township. Later he improved a farm on the lake front where he lh·ed
until his death, at the age of sixty-six years, having come into possession of his father's estate.
I n Sandwich he married Charlotte Beno, and
they had a family of nine chiluren, namely:
Fenton died in Detroit; Eliza became Mrs.
Beneto; Ann became Mrs. Solway, of Big I sland;
Jeremiah H. was the father of Mrs. Wright;
James died in 1\[ichigan; Ruth married H. Ilarris, and lived in Colchester South; Charlotte
married a 1\ir. T aylor and went to the States;
H enry r esides at Oil Ridge, Michigan; John died
in Georgia, while serving in the American war.
The father of this family was always a zealous
'1'ory and he took part in the War of 1812.
Jeremiah II. Lockhart, father of :Mrs. Wright,
whose death occurred in June, 1903, \vas born
May 11, 1823, on Lot 57, and was reared in that
locality. At the age of twenty-two years he
began life for himself on what was known as
the Hartley farm, which he at one time owned,
disposing of it some twenty-five years ago. He
lived on that place five years, and then bought
fifty-five acres in l\falden, where he built a comfortable home. His life occupatioa was farming, but he was a man of superior judgment and
irreproachable character, and thus was called
upon to serve in a number of local offices. He
was a justice of t he peace for eight years, and
acceptably filled other positions. In polit ics he
was a Reformer.
l\Ir. Lockhart was married three times. He
married (first) in Colchester South l\fary J.
Hartley, by whom he had two children : 1\farian,
who married Joseph S. Wright, of Colchester
South; and Louise F., wife of Thomas L. Wright.
Por his second wife Mr. Lockhart married l\frs.
Frances Mcintosh, and the two children of this
union were: Charles S., who ·died in infancy;
and Rose E., wife of Colin B. Wright, of Kingsville. :Mr. Lockhart married (third) in Kingsville, Elizabeth Woodbridge, a native of Gosfield
South; her father was born in Pennsylvania.
Tney have one child, l\fay Belle, now the
wife of William II. Trimbell, of Amherstburg,
Ontario.

:J95

JOSEPH T. CIIAUVIX. The Chauvin family was ont> of the earliest among the PrC'11rh
settlers around Lake St. Clair and along tho:>
Thames River. 1'he first of the name in l'ppcr·
Canada was Peter Chauvin, who came from thc
motht>r country, France, to scrk his fort nll•!
among the pioneers on the Thames, in t he
County of Kent, Oot. There hE' owned a trnct
of land and passed the rest of his life. H e wns
a devont member of the Catholic Church. Pet<-r
Chauvin left four sons, Lambert, Peter, .Anthon.\·
and Francois, all of whom settled in the County
of Essex, on Lake St. Clair, and engage(l in
farming. They all reared large families and
their descendants are still living in that sl'ction.
Lambert Chauvin, son of Peter, was born at
the homestead on the Thames River, where he
grew to manhood without the advantages of
c<.lucation, for in those early days the settlers
were scattered o,·er wide areas and were too far
apart to make schools practicable. When he became olu enough to start in life for himself he
s<>ttled along that part of the shore line of Lake
St. Clair k'llown as " the broken front," in Tilbury Korth township, where he owned a sixtyacre tract, and entered upon a long life as a
farmer. He lived to a ripe old age and died at
the home· of his son, John Baptist. He was
buried in the Stony Point Cemetery. Lambert
Chauvin was a prominent man in his section.
Conservative in his political views, he served
as treasur·cr of the townsltip for three years, was
also chosen constable, and for thirty years acted
as school trustee. Ire was a member of the
Church of the Annunciation.
1\fr. Chau\'in was twice married, the first
time to Miss Celeste Reaume, who '~as born in
France. .At her death her husband was left with
two children: Joseph, who resides in Tilbury
North township ; and Mary Ann, who married
Oliver Taurengeau. of Calumet, Lake Superior.
The second Mrs. Chauvin was Claira LeBlanc,
who died at the home of her son John; she was
the mother of two children: Clemence (who died
young), and John Baptist.
J ohn Baptist Chauvin was: born at Stony
Point on his father's farm, where he remained
until grown t o manhood. He acquired a good
education in both French and English, in the
town schools. In Tilbury North he bou~ht a
tract of 140 acres in Concession 1, Lot 57, on
which he built a home, cleared up the land and
made extensive improvements. He shared his
father 's political views, and wa'4 active in the
work of the Conservative party, filling many of
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the township offices. lie was one of the assessot-s of the township for seventeen years, was
also clerk of the township (then Tilbury West)
nineteen years, was treasurer of the school board,
and a justice of the p eace.
On June ' 3, 1867, in Delle River, Ont., ~'lr.
Chauvin was married to Nathalie Sauve, who
became the mother of nine children :· J oseph
Thomas ; Eugenic ; Clemence, who married Elmile
Nollett, of Day City, Michigan ; John Baptist,
deceased; Louise, the wife of Arsene .Mailloux,
of Tilbury; J osephine ; Elise, who died young;
Peter Alcide, deceased; and Francois X avier,
who studied at the College of Quebec. Mr. Chauvin died in the prime of life, Nov. 28, 1900, and
was buried at Stony P oint. He was a member
of the Church of the Annunciation, and a man
oF admirable Christian character. His wife, who
still resides on the farm, is a woman of strong
character and of unusual judgment, devoted to
her home an d children, and a member and active
worker of the church to which her husband belonged.
Joseph Thomas Chauvin, born Dec. 29, 1869,
was educated in the public schools, both English
and French, and has always worked on the home
farm, his own home adjoining. After his father's
death the management of the place became his
t ask, which he has fulfilled with the most admirable results. H e has taken an active part in politics, was elected by the Liberals town treasurer
for Tilbury North in 1900, which position he still
fills, and he has been secretary of the school
board since his f ather's death; for two years he
was constable.
J oseph T. Chauvin was united i n marriage,
Oct . 17, 1893, in the Church of the Annunciat ion, at Stony Point, to Miss Victoria Le Vesque, who wns born in the Province of Quebec,
Nov. 4, 1871, daughter of Laurent Le Vesque.
They are the parents of five children, Ranol,
L udger, Yvonne, Leonie and R~ymond. The
family are all members of the Catholic Church.
Mr. Chauvin is prominent in the Union of St.
J oseph, at Ottawa, of which he is secretary, and
also in the Catholic Order of Foresters at Stony
P oint. H e is a man of great ability, which has
been · recognized by his fellow-citizens in their
choice of him for r esponsible positions. H is time'
and services have been at the command of those
who need ed them, and he is greatly esteemed by
all \vho know him.

sor, and a man widely known in h is profession,
is descended from German and Scottish ancestry.
'l'hc first representative of the Ashbaugh
f~mily in the New World came from Germany
in 1663, and settled in Maryland, where his descendants lived until the outbreak of the American Revolution. They were loyal to the King,
and made what to-day would seem an enormous
sacrifice for principle, inasmuch as they gave
up 1,600 acres of land that was under cultivation, and moved to Canada. Locating in the
County of Welland, Ont., they found a home in
Bertie township, where the village of Ridgeway
now is. Later the great-grandfather of Dr.
James A. Ashbaugh, moved to An caster township, settling on the first farm west of Hamilton,
on what is now known as the Dundas road.
William Ashbaugh, the grandfather of Dr.
James A. Ashbaugh, was born on the farm near
Hamilton in 1819. By calling he, too, became
a farmer, passing all his life in the vicinity of
his birthplace. His death occurred in 1853, in
the prime of life. H e married Elizabeth Grquhart, who bore him the following children:
Roderick, a lawyer of Winnipeg; Helen, a
widow; Frederick Alexander; Elizabeth, who
died in California in 1874; and Catherine, who
married David !\!alloy, of Detroit, Michigan.
Frederick .Alexander Ashbaugh, son of William, was born in May, 1846, at H amilton, Ont.
Upon reaching manhood he removed to .Aylmer,
Out., where he engaged in mercantile business
for a number of years. I n 1897 he was appointed postmaster, and now gives his entire attention to the duties of that office. Politically he
is a member of the Reform party, and he takes
an active interest in local affairs. His religious
convictions make him a Presbyterian, and his
wife is a member of the same denomination. Mr.
Ashbaugh's marriage occurred in 1867. His
wife, 1\Iary, was the daughter of a sturdy Scot,
who, with his wife came from Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, in 1832, and settled in Hamilton
where Mrs. .Ashbaugh was born. l\fr. and Mrs.
.Ashbaugh have become the parents of three
children: Dr. James A .; Winnifred; and Thomas
Gale, of Chicago.
J ames A. Ashbaugh was born in Hamilton,
Ont., Dec. 7, 1870. His early literary training
was received in the Hamilton Collegiate Institute, from which institution he was graduated
in 1887. H e immediately began the study of
medicine in Trinity Medical College, from which
JA~ES A. ASHDAUGIT, :.\1. D ., C. :M., one
of the leading physicians and surgeons of Wind- he was graduated in 1891, with the degrees of
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- - - - - - - -- - -- - ------,-----------+---------:f~I. D., C. 1\I. In F ebruary, 1892, Dr. Ashbaugh
located in Windsor, County of Essex, where he
has since devoted himself to the duties of his
profession, building up a large patronage among
the best people of the city. In 1902 he was
honored with appointment as medical health
officer of Windsor, to succeed the late Dr. Coventry, and about the same time was made surgeon
to the Grand Trunk and Wabash railroads.
In 1897 Dr. Ashbaugh and Miss Grace Kingston, daughter of J. J. Kingston, of .Aylmer,
were united in marriage. Dr. and Mrs. Ashbaugh
are consistent members of the Presbyterian
Church. Politically he is a Reformer, although
bis profesSional duties prevent him from taking
an active part in local affairs. His medical
affiliations are with the Physicians and Surgeons
Association of Windsor.

A. G. BEDELL. Essex is essentially a
·county of farms, and among the many who have
wrested much more than a mere livelihood from
their tilling of the soil is A. G. Bedell, a farmer
living on the Talbot Road South, Lot 276. ~Ir.
Bedell was born in the County o! Wentworth,
.July 17, 1851, son of George and Sarah {Kcn·nedy) Bedell, prominent pioneers of that county.
George Bedell was born in 1814, son of DaYid
Bedell, who came from New Brunswick and
·settled and died in the County of Wentworth.
George Bedell died, leaving a wife and four ehil·dren, and the widow was later married to J ohu
Millen, who removed to Gosfield, County of Essex, in 1861. Mary Bedell, the only daughter
by the first marriage, died in childhood, but
the three sons accompanied their stepfather to
Gosfield. William, the eldest of the boys, was
born in 1840, and married Miss Sarah Howard,
of the County of Wentworth, who died while
they still resided there, leaving her husband with
one son, Francis, now deceased; by his second
union there have been no children. Peter, born
in 1843, married Miss E llen McCarthy, of the
County of Wentworth, and on removing to Gosfield North they settled on wild land there which
·has now become a good farm; they have had
seven children, Fannie (wife of Frederick Iler,
-of Gosfield), John (dece.ased), George, Harry,
Frank (deceased), Ernest and Annie.
A . G. Bedell passed his boyhood in his native
·county, where he was sent to school and obtained
a fair education. Wben only seventeen years
-of age he joined the North Ridge Rifles under
1\fajor W. II. Billing, and served for five years,

including the period of the euian Raid. As a
rewat·d for his services he r eceived from the
Government a medal and 16 acres of land. On
returning home from thel army :Mr. Bedell
learned the carpenter's trad~, and for nine years
followed it as contractor And builder. Since
that time most of his attendon bas been given to
farming.
On 1\fay 4, 1876, ~rr. Bedell took as his wife
)Irs. Leonard Wigle, the widow of one of Gosfield 's prominent farmers. Iler maiden name
was E lizabeth Baltzer, and she was born and
reared in Oosfield, daughter of Jacob and )lary
Baltzer, natives of Germany and Gosfield !\orth,
respectively. After his marriage Mr. Bedell sold
a small property, which he owned, on the Belle
River Road, and the young couple took up their
r esidence in the wife's old home, where they are
living at the present time. No children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bedell, but they have
adopted a child, Frank Jones, who has grown to
manhood in their home.
1\Ir. Bedell, while always faithful to the Reform party, has not been active in politics, but
has manifested his principal interest in public
affairs alnng the line of school work, and has
filled the office of school trustee. In religious
belief he is a 1\Iethodist, and one of the trustees
of the church, while his wife is a member of the
Baptist denomination. Fraternally he is a member of the Order of Orangemen. 1Ir. Bedell
started life as a poor boy and has worked h.is
'~ay up steadily to his present position among
the substantial men of Gosfield. He has always
been ready to further everything promising benefit to the community, and is known as a good
citizen.
WILLIAM BOYLE, a genial resident of Amherstburg and a man highly r espected through~
out the County of Essex, is descended from Irish
ancestry. Ilis grandfather, J ohn Boyle, was
born in Londonderry, Ireland, and died in the
County of Essex, Ont. Between 1790 and 1800 he
came to Ontario and established the Boyle family in the Dominion, locating .in Amherstburg,
where he engaged in the hotel business and also
carried on merchant tailoring, making clothes for
many of the soldiers during the War of 1812-14.
He also owned m-qch landed property in Malden
t ownship, on which he and his wife were buried,
in their private cemetery. An incident of interest occurred at their home in Amherstburg which
demonstrates that private hoards are sometimes
as insecure as banking establishments. Mr. and
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herstburg, and he is very popular in that organi~Irs. Boyle were frightened from their home one
time, and upon leaving Mrs. Bo~'le tied $1,800 in zation, as he is throughout the country. 1\fr.
gold in a handker chief and secreted it under a Boyle takes a deep interest in the growth of Amstone in the cellar. \Vhen they returned the herstburg and demonstrates his confidence by ingold was missing, the house having been entered vesting largely in real estate in the town and
during their absence. The children of these surrounding country, and he has not only been
pioneer people were as follows: Dr. J ames (de- successful financially, but has gained a host of
ceased) was for many years a physician in New warm personal f riends, by whom he is deeply
York City; Thomas is mentioned below; R ichard esteemed.
is a farmer at Colchester South; Mary died unmarried; Elizabeth married Nehemiah Palmer;
JAMES L. REAUME, a successful manufacNancy married Henry Dodge.
. turer of hoops, staves and hardwood lumber in
Of this family, Thomas Boyle, the father of the township of Essex, was born in Tilbury East,
our subject, was born 1\.lay 10, 1807, in Malden County of Kent, March 8, 1859, son of Charles
township, where for many years he carried on and J eannette (Trudell) Reaume, old French
farming, but during the latter part of his life pioneers of the County of Kent, whose grandhe had an office in Amherstburg, where he loaned parents came from F rance and settled in Detroit
money and looked after his business investments. and Canada.
He married :Martha Bruner, who was born in
Charles Reaume and wife were both born in
Gosfield South, May 10, 1810. Both Mr. and . Tilbury East, County of Kent, be in 18211 and
l\irs. Boyle died in Malden township, and were she in 1828. After their marriage, in 1856, they
buried in the private cemetery on the homestead, settled on a tract of wild land in Tilbury, and
the death of :Mr. Boyle occurring in 1877 and there for twenty-five years they made their home.
that of his wife in 1852. The children born to Mr. Reaume then sold his farm and purchased
them were ns follows: George, a carpenter, now an improved one at Comber, County of Essex,
living r etired in Malden township; J ohn, an
where he spent the balance of his days. Both
iron moulder of Detroit; Thomas, deceased, for Mr. and l\Irs. Reaume were among the most
many years a lawyer of Amherstburg; Rosana,
highly-respected citizens of the Counties of Kent
who died at the age of ten; Robert, deceased, and E ssex, and were held in high esteem for
who was a moulder in Bay City, l\lichigan; Wil- their many Christian virtues. They were conliam; Elizabeth, ''"idow of Louis H ahn, Detroit; sistent members of the Roman Catholic Church,
J ames, professor of music, residing in the States; and among its founders in both counties. Mrs.
and Abram, a farmer of Malden township.
Reaume died at their Comber home in June,
William Boyle was born on the old homestead 1871, and Mr. R eaume survived until1891. They
in Malden t ownship, Oct. 13, 1840, and there re- were the parents of four sons: Vita, born in Tilsided until twenty-one years of age, when he bury, in 1857, married a Miss Dupuis, and has
went to Detroit, and for sixteen years was en- a' family, and they now r eside in Massachusetts;
gageq in the foundry business, being a stock- J ames L. is mentioned below; Anthony, born in
holder in the concern with which he was con- 1860, married Appaline Castiner, h as a family,
nected. At the expiration of this period Mr. and resides on the old homestead in Comber;
Boyle returned to Malden township, where he William, born in 1863, married Justine Dupuis,
looked after real estat e interests until 1901, has children and is engaged in the hardware
at which time he moved to his very pleasant business at Comber.
home in Amherstburg, on the river front. From
James L. Reaume received his early educathis residence the view is magnificent, all of the tion in the district schools of Tilbury, \Vhile
traffic of the Great Lakes being in sight and a growing to manhood. He then entered a Canavery interesting spectacle is thus presented dlur- dian commercial school, where he received a
ing the navigation season.
business training. His first venture for himself
On l\Iay 31, 1870, :Mr. Boyle married Miss was at St. Clair, County of Essex, where he enAmanda Hahn, daughter of Louis Hahn, of De- gaged in the mercantile trade. Meeting with
troit ; no children hav~ come to this union. 1\lr. success in business he continued in this line until
anu Mrs. Boyle are consistent members of the 1889, when finding the confinement injurious to
Church of England, and politically Mr. Boyle his health, he sold his interests, and purchased
hts present lumber plant, in Essex, owned and
is a Conservative. Fraternally he is a member
of Thistle Lodge, No. 34, A.F. & A.M., of Am- operated at that time by Charles E . Naylor, who

CO:\l:MEl\IORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
is one of the leading mill men of Essex. ~Ir.
Reaume has continued manufacturing hoops,
c.;taves anu hardwood lumber, and is now doing a
very extensive business, his shipments of manufactured lumber averaging six to eight cars per
week. lie employs about fifty men, and has
only up-to-date machinery. The engine is a fine
one of 75-horse power. lie has bought a valuable property on Gordon Avenue, where he
erected a fine modern residence, aml there he
makes his home.
In 1881 ~Ir. Reaume was married to l\Iiss
Georgianna Robert, of French parentage, who
was born at Montreal, in May, 1863, daughter of
Hypolite and Margaret (Proux) Robert, of prominent French families of 1\Iontreal, ·who came
early to Windsor. Besides Mrs. Reaume, flypolite Robert had three children: Hypolite, the
only son, died when thirty years of age; Louisa
d1ed in young womanhood; and Jessie married
Robert McDonald, of Windsor, and died leaving
one son, Robert L., of Windsor.
l\Irs. Georgianna (Robert) Reaume grew to
gracious young womanhood in 'Vindsor, ''"here
she received a classical education in the convent schools of that city, and for several years
she was head clerk in one of the leading stores
there, being well and favorably known. She is
a lady of rare culture, and has a large circle of
friends jn Essex, as well as in Windsor.
:\fr. and 1\frs. Reaume are the parents of six
children. (1) Otto, born in the County of Essex,
was educated in the high school of Essex, from
which he was graduated in 1900; he is a young
man of more than usual ability, and is now employed by one of the leading art firms of Detroit,
where he receives a large salary for one of his
years. (2) J osephine, born in 1885, wAs graduated from the Essex high school, and later became a student of the Windsor convent; she is
a charming young lady, very carefully and
highly educated. (3) Lawrence was born in
1890. (4) Raymond was born in 1893. (5) Edward was born in 1895. ( 6) Marie ''~'aS born in
1901. Religiously the family are all devout
members of the Roman Catholic Church-the
faith of their family as far back as it can be
traced. Politically Mr. Reaume, as well as his
father, has been identified with the Conservative party, although he has not aspired to office;
he was, however, appointed a custom house
officer, while a resident of Belle River, in 1886,
which position he held until 1894. He is a member of the Order of Foresters.
Since first starting in business life :Mr. Reaume

599

has steadfastly pursued one principle, that of
strictest honesty. While a merchant every article
of goods he sold was exactly as he st.ated, and
upright methods were followetl. As a manufacturer, he looks just as carefully after the interests of his customers, and has built up a business
of which he is naturally very proud. As a public
official he gave the utmost satisfaction, and may
be justly called one of the most representative
men of ".estern Ontario.
JA:\lES II. WHITE, a prosperous farmer
and fish erman, and a member of the township
council of Pelee Island, County Essex. was born
in the parish of Hinton, Gloucestershire, England, Feb. 11, 1851, a son of William F. White.
William F. White, who was a native of the
same parish as his son, grew to manhood in that
locality, pursuing the calling of a quarryman
and gardener~ His death occurred in his native
parish Jan. 1, 1873, and he was there buried.
He was a member of the English Church. In his
native home he married Sophia Augs, who died
in 1880, and is also buried in Hinton Cemetery.
They were the parents of eleven children, five
boys and six girls.
James II. White was r eared to manhood in
his native country, and received rather limited
educational advantages, acquiring such knowledge as was imparted at. the parish school. Until
the death of his father he followed market gardening. On Oct. 7, 1873, after his father's death,
he married Elizabeth Carter, daughter of Job
Carter, now a highly respected resident of Pelee
Island. A brother of :Mrs. White resided in
Pelee Island, and the young couple, hearing
such fa,·orable reports of the advantages there
offered, resolved to seek their fortunes across the
seas. and therefore took passage from Liverpool
on the Allan Line steamer "Caspian," and were
landed at Quebec after a successful voyage.
From Quebec Mr. and l\{rs. White made their
way to Pelee I sland and William Carter. l\fr.
White immediately found employment with
Thomas C. McCormick in the quarrit>s, and continued with him for seYeral years. During all
this time he was very economical, and finally was
enabled to begin farming for himself on a tract
of twenty-five acres, which he purchased from
1'homas C. McCormjck. This property he cleared
of the brush, and placed it undt>r cultivation. On
it be grows grapes and carries on general farming. 1\Ir. White has made many improvements
and has one of the finest pieces of property in
the township. In addition to his farming inter-
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ests be "·as quite extensively engaged in fishing
for several years, owning three ponds, and he
also did considerable gill-net fishing. He is one
ot the best known men on the I sland, and takes
a deep interest in all public matters relating to
the Island and the county generally.
:1\lr. White was one of tbe strongest advocates
of the drainage system of the marsh lands on the
Island, and assisted very materially in accomplishing that wonderful work. He is a stanch
Liberal and ha§ been honored by election to
many positions of tmst and responsibility within
the gift of the people. In 1893, 1894, 1896,
1898, 1899, 1902 and 1903 he was elected to a
-seat in the t ownship council, and is now a member of that body. Like the good Liberal he is,
l\:Ir. White is a strong supporter of the school
system, and in 1887 and 1898 served as one of
the trustees of the board.
Fraternally 1\Ir. White is a member of the
K . T. of ::M. of Pelee Island, and has filled the
office of commander of that organization. He is a
member of the Joint Stock Co. oE the lodge, and
also a shareholder and trustee of the same. Religiously he is a consistent member of the English
0hurch, and has been warden for three terms.
During the Liberal administration he was appointed by the Provincfal Government game warden of the Island, and has held that office for the
past eleven years.
Children as follows have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. White : Millicent married Hugh
H oper, who was accidentally drowned Nov. 6, _
1898, on Lake Erie; Florence (deceased) mar·ried
Fred Reh, of Pelee Island; Frederick '"'as
drowned on Lake Erie together with his brother in-law Mr. Hoper, two other men and two
women, who were crossing from Kingsville to
P elee Island; l\IarJaret married Samuel Lucis
and they reside on Pelee Isla11d; J ackson died at
the age of fifteen years; Edward resides with his
· father, fishing and farming.
Mrs. White emboclies in her personality the
highest ideals of a wife and mother. She is a
. most excellent housek€eper and homemaker and
is reverenced by her stalwart sons and daughters,
and beloved by her husband. By his honorable
methods, his spotless record as a public official,
and his general uprightness of living, :Mr. White
has won and retained the confidence and respect
of his neighbors and is justly regarded as one
of the most representative and prominent men
of Pelee Island, and the County of Essex. The
success which has followed his well-directed ef.

forts is but the natural r esult of so-ber, inunstrious and thrifty habits.
ANDREW WHITTLE, member o·f the conucil of the township of l\Iersca, County of Essex,
Ont., and one of the most prominent farmers of
that place, was born in the township of Gosfield
that county, Sept. 5, 1848, son of John Whittle,
and grandson of Thomas Whittle.
Thomas Whittle was a native of Ontario, and
settled at Colchester, where he owned 100 acres
of land, and where he spent several years, later
r emoving to Mersea township. There he bought
·160 acres on the 5th Concession, spending the
r emainder of his life engaged very extensively
in farming and stock ra.ising. His remains were
int erred in the beautiful Olinda Cemetery, Gosfield township.
John Whittle, son of Thomas and father of
our subject, was born in Colchester t o'\\'llship;
and was four y ears of age when brought by his
parents to Mersea township. There h e grew to
manhood, and received a fair common school
education. After attaining his majority, he removed to Gosfield township, bought 300 acres
of la nd, and became one of the substantial men
of that sectiion. He attained the age of seventynine years, and was deeply r espected by a wide
circle of friends. In politics he was a Liberal,
but never sought or desired ·public office. In
r eligious matters he was broad-minded, and a
consistent member of the Universalist Church,
being one of the first to join that denomination
in his locality. He was a man well r ead on all
subj ects, and was thoroughly posted upon cur- ·
rent events.
After settling in Gosfield township, John
Whittle married Anne Thornton, a native of
P ennsylvania, daughter of Richard Thornton,
who came from England. The following children were born t o the parents of our subject :
Richard, a soldier in the Union army during the
Civil War in the States, died at Nashville, .Tennessee; Esther married Rado Orton, of Gosfield
township; Harrison died in Illinois ; George resides on the homestead of his grandfather; I saac
is a resident of Gosfield township ; Andrew is
mentioned below; Michael died young; Charles
married Elizabeth McQueen, and died at the age
of twenty-three, leaving a son, John; Mary J ane
married J osiah Peterson, and resides on the
homestead. The mother of this family died in
Gosfield township, and is buried beside her husband. She, too, was a member of the Universalist Church.
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Andt·ew \Vhittle remained upon his father's
farm until he was eighteen yeat·s of age, attending school and assisting in the work of t he place,
but at that time he went to Michigan, and later
to Illinois, anu followed diffcrct1t occupations for
about three years. Tie then returned to the
County of Essex, and remained with his parents
until 1870, when he came to Mersea t ownship,
and settled upon 100 acres of bush land, owued
by his father. There were no buildings upon it,
and he immediately built a. small frame house
in which he remained until 1881, when he replaced it with a comfortable modern brick home.
After clearing off his original farm, Mr. Whittle
added 100 acres, and made many improvements,
being extensively engaged i n stock and tobacco
raising. A portion of this farm is now operated
by his son, Ezm. 'l'he latter is, and al ways has
. been, a very enterprising and progressive man,
ambitious and hard-working, and he has had the
satisfaction of seeing his plans success fully mature, and himself becoming one of the substantial residents of Mersea township. By his honorable methods Mr. Whittle has won the r espect
of his neighbors, and few men stand higher in
the comm·unity. For many years he has been a
leading member of the Universalist Church, of
which his wife and children are also members,
and he holds the offices of secretary a nd treasurer in that body. . •
·
1\fr. Whittle cast his first vote for a T.~iberal
candidate, but later, becoming convinced of the
soundness of the Consen·ative principles, he
joined that party, and is now one of its most ardent supporters and faithful workers. I n 1897
he was honored by election to the township council, w.h ich office he has held continuously ever
since, discharging the duties with the conscientious faithfulness which is characteristic of him.
Starting out in life a poor, nnaided youth, by his
own efforts he has accumulated a 'f ortune, and is
numbered among the most successful farmers of
the township.
In 1870 Andrew Whittle married l\fahala
Batchall, and six children have been bom to this
marriage : (1) Harrison T. mat·ried Florence
• Upcott, and they are the parents of three children, l\Iyrtle A., Andrew L. and Lela B. They
reside in Dakota, where he is an extensive farmer. (2) Harriet A., twin sister to Harrison T.,
is the widow of Richard Upcott, and the mother
of three children, Lena M., Esther A. and Andrew R. (3) Edith married Almer Reives, of
Gosfield, and has four children, Law·rence E.,
Viola, Ethelbet·t and Clarence. ( 4) Earl is a

•

(j()l

l'nnchman of ~\lhcrta ; he ma Tieu Letha Smith,
aud they have two children, Clauu E. ami Frauk
,\. ( 5) Ezra operates a portion of the homestead.; he married Lanra Brown and has one son,
Earl ..\. (6) Gordon is at home. All the clJildren have grown into men and women of whom
auy pal'ents might well be proud.
PASCAL REAU:\I E, a r etireu fanner of
Andet·don, Rh·er Front, County of Essex, is of
the fourth generation of the family which has
lived in the county. 'l'he first of the name to settle in Canada was Antoine Reaume, who came
ft·om France to :Montreal in the latter half of
the eighteenth century. His three sons accompanied him, all settling on the Detroit riYer.
Pascal Reaume, grandfather of his namesake,
made his home at .Amherstburg, and was one of
the fh·st three or four settlers of that place. He
was a carpenter by trade, and a number of his
buildings are still standing in the town, all over
a hundred years old. By his wife Cecile P., a
uative of Montreal, he had three children, Margaret, Antoine and Charles, who survived him.
Margaret Reaume (deceased) was the wife. of
Joseph Graveline, who settled on Anderdon
Ri,·er Front; she l1ad one son, J anuary, of that
place. Antoine Reaume settled and died on the
River Front in .Andcrdon, leaving a large family
who live in the County of Essex. Charles is
mentioned below.
Charles Reaume, father of Pascal (2), grew
up in Amherstburg, where he received only a
limited education. While still a young man he
purchased land in Malden, near Amherstburg·, on
the River Front, wher e he r emained some years
befor.e he purchased Grosse I sland, on the Michigan side, where he lived fourteen years, clearing
up land and erecting buildings. Later he sold
his I sland farm and purchased the present place,
known as the Indian farm, on th e River Front
in Anderdon township. The land was purchased
from Chief George Antside. 1\fr. Reaume, ha\··
ing remodelled some parts, is still living iu the
bouse erected by the chief. Here Charles Reaume
and his wife 1\:fary Lama lived from their marriage in 1827 until they died i n 1877 and 1881,
respectively. 1\:fr. Reaume's death occurred very
shortly after · they had celebrated their golden
wedding, at which time many handsome presents were made to the aged couple. Mr. Reaume
had been a soldier in the Rebellion of 1837-38.
IIe and his wife were the parents of the following children, who lived to mature years: (1)
Scipio Reaume, the eldest, born in 1828, married
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~Iary Castel, and they settled at Wyandotte,
to the present time, and where he has made many
Michigan, where she died. Giving up his busi- improvements on the place. There are no chilness there, he returned to the old homestead, and dren in the family. ~Ir. Reaume and his wife, .
died in 1889, l~aving one son Frank, who was as well as his parent.~ and early ancestry, were
r eared by his grandparents Reaume, and who all members of and founders of the first Canamarried and settled at Windsor. His wife, Al- dian Catholic Church built at Sandwich, later
mira Langlers, of Anderdon, has borne him four belonging to the old church at Amherstburg. Pochildren : Ascore, Leon, Beatrice and Rudolph. litically Mr. Reaume has always voted with the
( 2) Pascal is next in the order of birth. ( 3) . Conservative party; he was a member of the
1\Iary, born in 1832, the deceased wife of Eli board of school trustees for .six years, and also
Reaume, of Anderdon, left one daughter, Annie, roadmaster for a long time. While Mr. R eaume
who is the wife of John Goodeynee, of Michi- and his wife have had no children of their own,
gan. ( 4) J erusha, born in 1835, is the wife of they have given all the care and affection of
Albert Bussay, who lives in ·wayne County, parents to five children brought up in their
Michigan. They have a large family: Charles, home. Their nephew, Frank Reaume, and their
John, Thomas, l;ewis, Frank, Judith, .Josephine, two nieces, Lena and Eliza Abbott, have already
Attie, Alice, Bell and Ida. (5) Kate; born in been referred to, and another cl1ild, who re1837, is the deceased wife of Robert Abbott, of ceived a son's training, was Joseph Vincent, who
Detroit, l\Iichigan. She left two daughters, Leua now manages Mr. Reaume's farm. He is marand Eliza, wh<> were raised by 1\Ir. and l\frs. Pas- ried to 1\fiss Rosa Caldwell, of Amherstburg, but
cal Reaume. (6) Agnes, born in 1840, is the they have no family.
deceased. wife of Joseph Lappell, who settled at
Pascal Reaume is the eldest living member of
Delray, Michigan. She left children, Scipio, Jos- the old family, and is one of the prominent and
eph, Andrew. Richard, George, Haittie and Ida. wealthy citizens of the county. He is esteemed
(7) Hattie, born in 1842, died unmarried at and loved by all who know him for his kindly
twenty-six years of age. (8) Annie, born in nature and upright character.
1844, is the deceased wife of Peter White, whl)
settled at Windsor, where Mrs. White died,
WILI.;IA:M M. JESSOP, a prominent and
substantial farmer of the County of Essex, Ont.,
leaving three children, who have since died also.
(9) Charles, born in 1846, married l\Iiss Jose- located in South Sandwicli, on Lot 308, North
phine Gastate of Amherstburg; they reside in St. Talbot Road, was born Jan. 18, 1858, at the preAgnes, California, and have two children, Frauk sent home, son of John and 1\fary (Gunn) Jesand Addie. (10) Thomas, born in 1848, is ::;in- sop, one of this section's pioneer families.
gle and an engineer of Delray, Michigan.
The grandfather of our subject was George
Pascal Reaume, our subject, was born in Am- Jessop, who came from England to Canada in
herstburg, Jan. 15, 1830, and grew up at the oid 1834, and settled on the Malden Road in Sandhome, where he engaged in farming from· boy- wich West, in a little log cabin in the woods.
hood up, receiving, however, a good education in Here he cleared up a fine farm, made this his
the English schools of Amherstburg. He was the permanent home and reared a family of stalwart
manager of his father's farm for a number o..E sons and beautiful daughters.
His children
years before the death of the latter.
were : James, deceased, born in England;
On Oct. 8, 1871, Mr. Reaume married l\Iiss George; Henry; Stephen; John; Mary, wife of
Mary Provincher, who was born at the Indian Henry Takle, deceased; Sarah, wife of Thomas
village of Anderdon, Sept. 27, 1836, daughter of Johnson, deceased; Phylis, wife of John :Moore,
l\:Iichael Provincher, a Canadian pioneer who deceased ;. Eliza, deceased wife of Edward Banwas born in Lower Canada and settled first in well, of Sandwich West; · and Emma, wife of
Anderdon, in the County of Essex, but later re- William Johnson. All are deceased except Mrs. ·
moved to Illinois, where he died in 1864, aged John :Moore, who lives at Ruthven, County of
sixty-two; his wife, a native of the County of Essex.
Essex, died in Mr. Reaume's home in March,
John J essop, son of George, was born Feb.
1903, aged eighty-eight. Mrs. Reaume bas three 19, 1823, in Bucldnghamshire, England, and was
brothers living: Michael, of Illinois; Abram, of a boy of eleven years when the family eame to
Duluth, Minnesota; and Joseph, of Dakota.
Canada. He was closely confined to the farm in
Mr. Reaume and his wife settled on the fa- those early days, as work awaited from the risther's old homestead, where they have resided ing to the setting of the sun, the early pioneers
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being able to lighten their labors by none of the
machinE'! ry which has since been invented and
introduced into every agricultural community.
John Jessop married :Mary Gunn, who was
born in Buckinghamshire, England, Christmas
Day, 1825, the estimable daughter of George
Gunn, who had emigrated from England about
the same date as did the J essops, but he settled
in Michigan, and there ~Irs. Jessop was reared.
Some time after his marriage ~Ir. Jessop bought
the home now occupied by our subject, building
thereon a log cabin, and lived there until his son
William M. married, when he made his home
with his one daughter, l\Irs. Estella Collins, dying there April 18, 1897. His wife had died at
the present home in 1893. Both were consistent
members of the Church of England, 1\Ir. J essop
being one of the founders and builders of the
first English Church established in Sandwich. In
politics he always supported the candidates and
principles of the Conservative party, while as a
man of judgment and prominence he was called
upon to serve in many local offices. For a number of years he was justice of the peace, much
valued in his neighborhood on account of his
even balance of judgment, was trustee and treasurer of the school boa1;d, and for a great many
years was postmaster of the Wimbledon postoffice in Sandwich. Of the eleven children born
to John Jessop and wife, only three lived beyond childhood, two sons and one daughter,
namely: (1) Frank, born Sept. 27, 1852, in
Sandwich South, has followed farming on the
old homestead up to the present time, now residing on a farm adjoining the old homestead in
Sandwich West; he married F lorence Findley,
a lady of Windsor, and has children as follows :
1Hary, John, Olive, Charles, ·walter, Sarah, Alice,
Gar net, H arry, Annie and Leslie. (2) Estella,
born in April, 1866, married l\[atthew Collins, of
Woodstock, and they reside on Talbot Road in
South Sandwich; they have two children, Edwin and William. (3) William )I. completes
the family.
William M. J essop was reared on his father's
farm, and in the open-air life grew to sturdy
manhood. His education was obtained in the district schools of the locality. On Oct. 26, 1881, he
was united in marriage with Annie E. Lounsbrough, born near Toronto, 1\1arch 6, 1860,
daughter of Edmund and Annie Lounsbrough,
who came to Canada from England. The father
still resides in Sandwich, but her mother died
some years since in Anderdon township.
After marriage our subject and wife settled

603

in the old family home, where they reside until
~he p~es~nt day, although l\Ir. ~essop is engaged
111 bmldmg a fine, modern residence, one which
will be both ornamental anti comfortable. He
has made many very substantial improvements
about the place, and now owns one of the excellent farms for which the County of Essex is
fnm ed. l\fr. J essop comes of an agricultural
family, and his methods are those of the intelligent, practical farmer.
To )1r. and Mrs. J essop a family of ten (·hildren has been born, namely: Stella and Iva, who
both died in infancy; William, born in 1882;
Edmund, born in 1884; E rnest F., born in 1886;
T;illie, born in 1888; H enry, born in 1891;
George, born in 1895; P ercy, born in 1897; and
Ear-l, born Aug. 28, 1904. These children are
heing given all the educational advantages a,·ailaule, and are growing up into bright, earuest
young !';Ons and daughters of the Dominion, who
will be able to grapple with the great problems
of the future. Mr. J essop has never cared for
political prominence, but has cast his vote according to his judgment and conscience, believing the best interests of the country can be
scn·ed only by good and worthy men. In religious matters he has r eared his family in his
own church, having always been a consistent
m('mber of the Church of England. Fraternally he belongs to the Order of Orangemen, No.
552, Unity Ilall, of which he has been deputy
master for fifteen years.
WII;LL·\.)1 R. ASH, a farmer and stock
raiser of Gosfield North, has a splendidly developed farm on Lot 273, and is one of the influential men of the section. He was born in De,·onshire, England, July 12, 1845.
The parents, Samuel and Mary A: (Raymont) Ash, were both born in that same shire,
he in 1821, and his wife in 1825, the former being an only child. They never left England, but
their children scattered widely. Of the family,
five lived to grow up, and William R. was the
eldest of these. (2) Selina, the eldest daughter,
was born in 1849, and is the .deceased wife of
Willjam Hedge, a native of Wales. They were
married in Detroit, where he worked for the
Canadian Pacific raih:oad. They settled later
in the Northwest, where she died in 1900, leav~
ing no family. (3) Samuel came to Canada and
married a :Miss Belinger, of the County of Essex. They reside on his farm on Concession 8,
in Gosfield North, and have four children. ( 4)
George came to Canada when a young man, but
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after li.\·ing there five years, moved to Austra- "Young Charmer," which he brought back with
lia, where he still resides, unmarried. (5) Rich- him to Canada. This horse is still in :Mr. Ash's
ard nlso came to Canada in early manhood, and possession, and has a fine record behind him.
remained a short time, but then returned to
1\fr. Ash has always been a Conservative in
England, where he married and resides at the his -views, and has supported his party faithfully
old Ash homestead.
at the polls, but has himself taken no active part
William R. Ash was given a good education in in public affairs, further than to serve on the
England, and there followed the occupation of board of school trustees. He is a member of
farming until 1871, when he came to Canada, Windsor Lodge, I.O.O.F. As both 1\Ir. Ash and
via Quebec. He brought with him his bride, his wife were born in England, very naturally
l\Iiss ::\Iary Horn, also born in Devonshire, in they adhere to the Episcopalian faith, and are
1842, the daughter of John Horn, of that coun- members of that Church. With an unyielding
ty. On arriving in this country they settled devotion to principle, strong in his convictions,
first at Oshawa, Oot., on a farm, where they devoted to his friends, and of the strictest honlived until 1873. For the two following years esty in all his dealings, Mr. Ash is one of the
:Mr. Ash was employed by the Great Western strong men of the community, and stands high
railroad, but in 1875 determined to resume farm- in the esteem of his fellow-citizens, while many
ing and rented a place on the Tecumseh Road, an unfortunate one has cause to bless his kindly
in Sandwich East, where the family remained charity.
thirteen years. At the end of that time he
bought 100 acres at his present location. When
GUSTAVE E. STRAUBEL, one of the wellhe took pos.'Session it was principally wild land, known and much-esteemed citizens of Mersea
but it has now all been cleared, as well as eighty township, and a substantial retired farmer, was
acres which he added later, and a number of born at Frieburg, in t he Kingdom of Saxony,
good snb~tantial buildings have been put up, Germany, June 16, 1832, son of John Christomaking altogether as productive a farm, and as pher Straube!, who was born in Saxony in 1798.
attractive appearing one, as there is in the counJohn Christopher Stra-ubel learned the trade
ty. Five children were born to William and of cabinetmaking, and in following it he strayed
l\fary Ash, all of them during their residence on far from home. In those days communication
the Tecumseh Road: (1 ) Louisa, the eldest, born with absent ones was not so easily accomplished
in 1875, was well educat ed in the schools of Es- as at present, and eighteen years passed away
sex. She is the wife of Norman B. Buckland, before he returned and found out the changes
of Gosfield North, resides on his farm on Talbot which had taken place in his absence. H is faStreet East, and has two children, Clara and ther had died, and the estate had been divided
John R. (2) Mary A., born in 1879, is the wife among the heirs at hand. He worked at his
of Lewis J. Orton, who resides on Talbot Street, trade in Frieburg, and soon married Fredericka
near Cottam. They have two children, William Home, of that place, and they had these
L. and Ah·in. (3) Lottie, born in 1881, is the children: Carl, who now lives retired in New
wife of H erbert Read, lives in Gosfield North, York ; F erdinand, who followed the trade of haron Belle River Road, and has one son, Glen. (4) nessmaker in Pennsylvania, later came to CanWilliam J., born in 1883, is at home, unmarried, ada and located at Cartridge on Lake Huron~
as is also {5) Samuel J., born in 1885.
and from there moved to Toronto, where he
On beginning his life in America Mr. Ash died; Gustave E . ; :Minnie, wife of Bernard Herhad very limited means, and has made his way bert, of New York; Herman, who is a professor
entirely by his own exertions. When he bought of music in New York; and August, who died in
the farm on which he now lives it was mainly his native land.
wild land, and he met all the usual experiences
The father of this family continued to work
and hardships of the pioneer before he brought at his trade until 1854, when he came to Amerhis place to its present form. It is now one of ica. His ' dfe, who was the only danghter of a
the most highly improved and productive farms wealthy wine manufacturer, did not accompany
in the county. :Mr. Ash is also quite extensively him, as her father was getting old, and she reengaged in stock raising, and has some of the fin- mained to look after the vineyards pertaining
est horses and Short Horn-cattle in that section. to her father's estate. She never came to AmerIn 1882 he returned to England for a visit, and . ica, her death taking place in her native land
while there bought an English horse, known as in 1872. Several of the sons had established
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- -- - - - - - - -- - - - ------- - themselves in Kew York, and l\Ir. Strauuel
joined them and worked at his trade in that city.
Later he returned to Germany, but came to America a second time, some years after, settling in
Eastern Pennsylvania, where he died at the
home of his son Ferdinand, and '"as buried t here.
He was a consistent member of the Lutheran
Church.
Gustave E. Straube! obtained a Ger man education in the schools of his native land, and was fifteen years of age when he was apprenticed to the
trade of locksmith, at which he continued three
years. According to the rules of that craft, he
received no wages during this t ime, and when he
had become a skilled workman, h e decided to seck
better labor conditions in another land. At the
age of eighteen years he left home and secured
passage on the sailing vessel "Korelan," in 1850,
and after a voyage of thirty-fh·e days reached
the city of New York. In the neighboring city
of Elizabetbport, New Jersey, h e found employment in a foundry where h e spent four and a
half years working for seventy-nve cents a day.
lloping for still better opportunities and wages
for his skilled labor, he started west, stopping
first at Buffalo, then at Detroit, finally going on
to London, Ont. H e tried one week of work in a
gravel pit located not far ft·om London, but gave
that up in favor of farm work, which he soon
secured in the County of l\Iiddlese~. I n the f ollowing winter he was engaged in chopping t imber, but in the iollo"·ing spring he went to Oxford township and there found farm work with
William r~and, with whom he spent two years,
working for $20 per month.
This farm ~[r.
S traube} then rented and operated for twelve
years, during which time he manied Phoebe
Land, daughter of his employer. lie then purchased a tract of fifty acres which he operated
for two years, improved it, and sold it advantagously in 1870.
:Mr. Straubel then came to the County of Essex, and located on the Talbot Road, 1\lersea
township, buying there a tract of 150 acres, a
part of which was covered yet with natural
growth. lie worked bard to clear it, and also
erected a comfortable dwelling bouse. In 1874
he sold a part of his land, operating the balance
nntil he r etired from active work, turning the
farming over to his son-in-law, Gordon Gowman.
The land has become doubly valuable since oil
was discovered on it in 1903. Mrs. Str aube! die:.l
on the farm Jan. 8, 1898, and was buried in
Lake View cemetery. The t'vo children of Mr.
and 1\lrs. Straube! were~ Amelia, who married

liO.i

C:vr·!lOn Cowman, and has thn·.: childn•ll, Carl,
Lillie and .~\da; and )Ta~chal Ed~:1r, 11 h·• died
)'0\l llg'.

In politics ~Ir. Str·auhrl ha'i ahra.1·'i lwo•n a
Conservative, uut has never been an o!Trc·~ s•·t•k•·r,
his interest in education. making him conS<'nt to
M.:rrc as school trustee of Secti•m :\o. :! fM a
l ou ~ peri<>tl. Fraternally he i~ an QJ,) F elh.> w,
and is a charter member of the l .O.O.F. JoJge
which was organized .April 15, l R 3. F or ei~h
t een yrars he has sen·ed as chaplain of th~ o r•lt>r
in this locality. H e hall b<'cn a wr·y actin' u~o-m
ber of the ) fethouist Church, an(l fol' t wl'nty
years has been a member of its o!Treial lu..>nnl in
L l'alllington. \\"hilc )[r. Straub<'! has h··Pu a
fal'mer and a locksmith, he has. through natural
mechanical ability, been able t o turn his hand
to a nything-. and there is probably no mechaniral
t rade in which h e wonlu not have excelJ(;>,] if he
bau giYcn attention to it. lie is much esteemed
in his locality for his ster ling character, and
stands as one of the rrprrscntativc men of )fersea tOI\'OShip.
ED\\1~ D. WRIOTIT, a prosperom; fumer
of the township of Colchester South, is a tlesc£>nuant of one of the pioneer settlers of S1mth
F.ss£>x, anu h £> was born on the home farm .\pl'il
i, 1800. H e rrcriYcd an exc<'llent common
school edn<'ntion, assisting h is father in the
lll<'anwhile upon the farm tmtil he was t wenty!.C'\'('Il y<'ars of n~e, at which t ime he located on
l1is pr£>sent fine property, purchasing it f rom Col.
John Rrush . J\t first he bought a sixty-acre
t ract, and th r<'<' years n~o atllletl twt>ntr acres
a(ljoinio~. H e h ims£>lf has cleared ahout thirty
:l<'n·s, the prop<'rt.v bPin~ now almost entirrly
clear£>d. Prnrtirally all the impronmt>nts in the
way of bnilclings Jun·e been mad!! by him. and
upon the proprrty r r<'entl.'· p urchased is a fine
p(•ach orl'hard of 1,200 trers. The dwellin~ i~
pleasantly situated near the lake, so that t he
home is a d<'l i~httul one. I n politiC's ~[r. W l'i!!ht
is n Conservative, but has newr sought (lffiC<', his
pri\·ate afT:·I irs engrossing his att<>ntion. Frnterna lh· he affiliates with the I.O.O.F ., hohling
men;bership in Lodge Xo. 30!>, of H arr·ow, of
which he is a charter member.
)fr. Wright married, i n his home town.;hip,
~arnh Lipps, a daughtl'r of Henr~· L ipps. and
to this union were born ehildrrn as fulluws:
)fay, who marriecl ,J arob K. ) [cLPan. an•l has
two children, Irwin ond l\Iilrlrcd: Rcrthn. wife
of Charles Quick; and Lloyd L ., Perr~·. Theresa,
Clara and J oseph D ., all ot home. ~tr. and ~[rs.
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Wright are very well and favorably known
throughout the township, where they have a host
of warm personal friends.

1

I.

i.

i

..

TIIOl\TAS LYPPS, one of the old settlers of
western Ontario, is descended from German ancestry on the paternal side, and the first of
whom there is any definite' knowledge was his
grandfather, who was born in Germany, and
founded the family in Ontario at an early day.
His children were: J ohn; Hannah, who married
Henry Wright; Elizabeth, who married William
Wright; and Henry.
·
John Lypps, the father of Thomas, was born
in Pennsylvania, where the grandfather first settled upon coming to the New World. He settled in Colchester South, where he died in June,
1831, at the age of forty-two years, from an injury received while going to mill, having been
thrown from his cart. He married Hannah Lidwe.ll, and they bad the following children: Eliza,
wido\v of Jeremiah Sissions, was born in 1821,
and is now living ip Michigan; IIannah married
Gore Atkin, of Amherstburg; J ohn is a farmer
of Michigan; Thomas is mentioned below; Robert is a farmer of Colchester South ; Abner died
at the same time as his father, and they were
buried the same day.
Thomas Lypps was born in Colchester South,
Sept. 1, 1827, and grew to manhood on the old
farm, where he remained until 1890, when -he
located in Amherstburg, although be still retains the old farm on Lots 84 and 85, on the
Gore Road. Since locating in the town he has
lived retired from active pursuits. In 1859 1\fr.
Lypps married Miss Janet Anderson, daughter
of John and l\Iary (Brock) Anderson, and
granddaughter of J ohn Anderson, Sr. She 'vas
born in Scotland, J une 10, 1828, and in 1835
came to Ontario, locating in :Malden township,
County of Essex, where the father followed
farming and died at the age of ninety years,
about 1875. The children born to Mr. and 1\frs.
Anderson were: · Agnes, deceased; John deceased; 1\fargaret, widow of Wheeler Brush;
Mrs. Lypps; and Robert, deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Lypps have no children. They are members of the Presbyterian Church. In politics
Mr. Lypps is a Conservative, and is ·justly numbered among the responsible and representative
men of the community in which be now makes
·
his home.
JOSEPH ROBINSON, a farmer of Essex,
County Essex, was born at the old Robinson

homestead in Essex, Nov. 28, 1849, a son of
James and Sabina (Emerson) Robinson, old
pioneers of the county, who came· from England.
James Robinson was born in Huntingdonshire, England, Dec. 21, 180!, while his wife was
born in Tedford, Lincolnshire, England, Jan. 15,
1809. They grew to maturity in their native
land, receiving a fair common school education,
and came to Canada before their marriage, in ·
1833 crossing the ocean in a sailing vessel and
locating in Windsor, Ont. After reaching Windsor Mr. Robinson worke~ as foreman in a meat
packing house for James Dougall for some years.
During this time be married, in 1838, and remained in Windsor, still working for his first
employers. I n 1842 be came to Essex, where be
purchased wild land and started life as a pioneer
farmer. Upon this land be erected a log bouse
and resided until his death, in July, 1870. His
'vorthy wife died in July, 1887. The children
bad a re-union at this old home in 1888, since
which time the log house bas been removed.
J oseph Robinson, the seventh member of the
family, resides on the west part of the old homestead. Ilis early education was obtained in the
district schools of Essex, and at the same time
be worked upon his father's farm, until be was
grown to ma.nhood. On Dec. 3, 1874, he married Miss Louisa Squires, who was born in Gosfield township. in 1849, daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth (Pratten) Squires, pioneers of that
locality, wlio came from England in 1828, locating on Long Island, New York, but after a few
years coming to Gosfield and remaining until
their deaths, which occurred in 1891 and 1886,
respectively. They were the parents of twelve
children, six of ·whom are living: William, of
Windsor; John, a farmer of Harrow; Thomas,
of Leamington; Elizabeth, who married Joseph
Fox, of Amberstburg; Drucilla, who married
Alfred Dowler, of Baltimore, Maryland; and
Louisa, who married our subject.
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson settled on the old
home and there resided for some years, until
be erected his new brick bouse·on the west side,
in 1877; he also built large barns and outbuildings. The old homestead was torn down after
the family held a re-union, in 1879. To himself
and wife have come five children : De1la, born in
1876, is unmarried and resides at the homestead;
:hfiss Estella, born in 1879, is a milliner of Detroit; Roland, born in 1882, lives at the old
homestead ; Ernest, born in 1884, is unmarried
and in the plumbing business in Detroit; Ara-
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bella, born in 1888, is a student in the high
school of Essex.
In religious matters Mrs. Robinson and her
childl'en are members of the 1\Iethodist Church.
Politically ~rr. Robinson has always been identified with the Reform party, and he has been a
membet· of the town council for three years. Fraternally he has been a member of the A.O.U.W.,
Lodge i\o. 10, of Essex, in which he has held different offices. Mr. Robinson is one of the selfmade men of Essex, having started out in life
with but little, and is now one of the substantial
men of the town.
JOHN HENNING, a well-known and popular educator and farmer of Pelee I sland, and
member of the township council, was born near
E xeter, Devonshire, England, Sept. 25, 1836, son
of William 1\fartin Henning.
William 1\Iartin Henning was born in Comwall, England, where he grew to manhood's estate. By occupation he was a farmer, and when
a young man he r emoved to Devonshire, and
there he married l\fary Anne Prout, who bore
him the following children: l\Iary Anne, who
married Walter C. Parsons, a farmer of Haldimaud, Ont.; William; Thomas, of Wisconsin;
James; J ohn; Nathaniel P., a physician; Emma,
a resident of :!\Iichigan; and Clara, who died
young. In 1837 the family emigrated to Canada, and located at Hamilton. Later the father
acquired a tract of 100 acres, in the. County of
Norfolk, on which he made extensive improvements, and spent the remainder of his life peacefolly engaged in farming. He lived to be eightyfour years of age, but lost his wife when she was
only forty-eight years old. In politics he was a
Liberal, and religiously he was a member of the
Church of England. Both parents are interred
in the same cemetery.
John H enning was only one year old when
brought by his parents to Canada. Like other
farmers' sons, he was given the limited education afforded by the public schools of that day
and locality, and afterward attended the grammar school at Port Dover. When only nineteen
years of age he taught his first school, at Hagersville, and so successful was he that for over
thirty years he followed that vocation, becoming
one of the best-known instructors in western Ontario. For fourteen years he taught in the public school in J arvis, County of Haldimand, and
near Ancaster, County of Wentworth, and at
Villanova, and Kingsville, County of Essex, he
was principal for six years." In 1881 he came to
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Pelee I sland, and for six years taught, and at
the same time improved a tract of land which he
purchased. In addition to general farming he
began the culture of grapes, for which the Island is so well suited, and became the owner of
sixty-six acres of as fine land as can be found in
the county. Mr. Henning holds an A1 certificate, and he is entitled to teach in any school in
the P rovince of Ontario. Although largely interested in farming and grape growing, Mr.
Henning has not retired from the profession he
has followed for so many years, but is still one
of the Island's most esteemed t eachers. He takes
great pleasure in his work, regarding his profession as one of the noblest and most exalted.
Mr. ITenning has also taken an active part in .
local affairs as a stanch Liberal, and he has
served as a member of the township council. For
one term he was assessor, and he has been called
upon to act as school trustee, the people of his
district feeling that no one was better fitted to
reprPsent the educational interests of the community than he. In religious matters he is
broad-minded and liberal, strongly advocating
entire freedom to everyone in such affairs.
In 1861 Mr. Henning married, at Lundy 's
Lane, Sarah Cecilia Lemon, born near that
place, a daughter of Wilson and Abigail (Pew)
Lemon. 1\frs. Henning is a wqrthy helpmate of
her husband, and a gentle, devoted mother to her
children, whom she has reared to honorable lives.
She is a devout member of the Methodist Church,
and carries her faith into her everyday life.
Children as follows were born of this marriage:
J essie married Albert Bess, and resides in Hamilton, Ohio; James Albert E. is a lake captain;
Lillian Eva (deceased) married Ernest Iler, of
Colchester, Ont.; Wilson Lemon died at the age
of seven months; Walter Parsons is a machinist of Dayton, Ohio; Henry is a machinist in
Pennsylvania; Stella (deceased) married Albert
Burchiel, of Essex; Robert is at home; Ella May
married Dr. H. Lounsbery, of Detroit, ~Iichi
gan; :Maude Alice married Edward Lounsbery,
of Wheatley; Edith Pearl is at home, and two
others died in infancy.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Henning possess in the
highest degree the respect and confidence of their
neighbors, and occupy an enviable social position. Mr. Henning is a notary public, and is
frequently called upon to act in capacities calling for a thorough knowledge (/f literature and
kindred branches of learning, and he is justly
regarded as one of the representative men of
Pelee Island, as well as of the entire county.
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DA'\I
.. EL HOL~rES, one of the highly-respected r esidents of I;eamington, County of Essex, and a retired railroad man, was born at
Granton, Lincolnshire, England, June 23, 1825.
Ilis parents, Joseph and Catherine (H olmes)
Holmes, were both natives of Lincolnshire, and
the former died in England, the latter at Simcoe,
Ontario.
Daniel Holmes spent his boyhood in his native land, where he received a good practical education and learned the trade of miller, working
at same from 1841 until 18·!7, when he was engaged on the Great Northern railroad as a guard.
In 1851 he emigrated to America, locating first
at Brooklyn, where he worked in a mill for six
months, and in the fall of the same year came on
to Canada, stopping at St. Catharines, where be
was employed in the mills of Xewcastle, Carnington and Peffalo, as well as those at Georgina,
Ont. lie placed the machinery of those mills,
and served as superintendent of each for about
a year. In 1854 Mr. Holmes removed to Toronto, having on May 3d, 1853, entered the service of the ~orthern railroad, then known as the
Ontario, Simcoe & Huron. He served as brakeman for three months, later becoming baggagemaster, and filling that position for six months.
I n A ngust, 1856, he moved to Brantford, where
he was employed by an English company in the
reconstruction of the Buffalo & Lake Erie railroad, and he was later appointed conductor of a
passenger train. He was in the railroad service
for forty-four years. After remaining two years
with the Northern he found employment on the
Buffalo & Lake Huron railroad, where he remained seven years, going thence to the Grand
Trunk, fr~m whose service he r etired in 1898,
pnrchasing a home in Leamington, where he now
resides. Upon this property he has made many
improvements, and has a very comfortable and
delightful home. At one period Mr. Holmes ran
twelve years without a lay-off. For thirty years
his run averaged 165 miles every day in the
week, and during his service he traversed 2,000,- ·
000 miles, equal to a journey around the world
eighty times. During all this time he never injured a passenger, and he had but one accident,
which was caused by the negligence of an oper·
ator.
:\Ir. Holmes has been twice married, his first
wife having been Mary Bentley, a native of
Newark, Nottinghamshire, England, by whom
he had six children: Henry, born in 1853, resides at Acton, Ont.; he married Sarah Nolan.
Charlotte married James Robertson. Emma mar-

ried William Hazlewood, of Toronto. William
is an engineer on the Grand Trunk railroad, and
lives at Toronto. lloward and Ann died in childhood. 'fhe mother of these died in Goderich,
Ont., about 1884, and in 1890 1\Ir. Holmes married at Syracuse, New York, Dorothy Sills, widow of Dorland Ilough. Dy this marriage there
is no family. l\1rs. llolmes belongs to an old
United Empire Loyalist family.
GEORGE W. VAN DYKE (deceased), for
the last ten years of his life a property owner
of Anderdon, River Front, in the County of Essex, was a wealthy real estate man of Detroit,
who divided his time between that city and his
summer home in Canada. l\fr. Van Dyke was a
true son of Detroit, where his birth occurred in
January, 1840.
The Van Dyke family was a prominent one
in Detroit for many years, and the early ancestors in America were among the first builders
of Ne'v .Amsterdam. After its surrender to the
English, in 1664, they went to Maryland, and
subsequently settled in Pennsylvania.
William Van Dyke, grandfather of George
W., married Nancy Duncan, whose paternal ancestors came from Scotland and settled in the
mountainous county of Cumberland, Pennsylvania. William and Nancy Van Dyke had a
family of six children, namely: Lambert, who
settled and died in Red River County, Texas;
Ellen, who lived and died in her native county;
William R., who also lived and died in the
county of his birth; John II. (a la,vyer) and
Samuel W., both of whom settled in Wisconsin,
where they died ; and James Adam.
James Adam Van Dyke, father of George
W., made his home ther e in 1834, and almost at
once stepped into a leading place at the Dar. H e
was born in 1\iercersbul'g, Franklin county,
Pennsylvania, Dec. 10, 1813, and was reared and
educated there among the mountains of Union
county. Tie was fitted by private tutors for :Mercer College, P ennsylvania, which he entered in
1828, graduating with high honors in 1832. He
commenced the study of law with l!Qn. George
Chambers, of Chambersburg, with whom he remained a year, continuing his preparation for
the Bar under lion. William Price, of Hagerstown, Maryland, who fought a duel with Hon.
Frank Thomas, father of Gov. 'fhomas, of that
State. Completing his legal stndies with this
gentleman, he went to Baltimore, where he remained until 1834, the year of his settlement in
Detroit. He started West with the intention of
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locating in Pittsburg, but that place proving an advocate of the selfish policy which advanced
uncongenial he came on to Detroit. He had a him at another's expense. His !friends were
letter of int roduction to the late Alexander D. ~umerous, and included men of wo1th and standFrazer, and was persuaded to enter his office, mg from all over the United States who were
being admitted to practice at the end of the six. proved to be included in the cir~le of his acmonths' period required by law. In 1835 he quaintanceship. His name was a l synonym for
became associated in practice with Hon. Charles honor, integrity, sagacity, civic virtue, fidelity,
W. Whipple, which connection lasted until1838, and defender of the law. In the latter connecwhen Mr. Whipple was called to the Bench of tion we may quote a paragraph which serves as
the Supreme Court of Michigan. :Mr. Van Dyke an index to the character of the man and his
then formed a partnership with E. B. Harring- love for the profession of his choice :
''All we possess on earth, is the reward of
ton, which was dissolved by the death of that
labor
protected by law. I t is law alone which
gentleman in 1844, at which time the firm of Van
Dyke & Emmons was formed. This association keeps all things in order; guards the sleep of
continued until both members practically retired infancy, the energy of manhood and weakness
from general practice. I n 1840 Mr. Van Dyke o£ age. It hovers over us by day, it keeps watch
was honored with appointment to the office of and ward over the slumbers of the night; it goes
prosecuting attorney of Wayne County, and in with us through the trackless paths of the
that incumbency proved so fearless and efficient mighty waters. The high and the low, each are
in the discharge of his duty that his name was within its view, and beneath its ample folds. It
a terror to criminals in both the city and the protects beauty and virtue, punishes crime and
county. In 1843 he was elected alderman, and. wickedness, and vindicates right. Honor and life,
during his term of service in that position was liberty and property, the wide world over, are
its high objects. Stern, yet kind; pure, yet pitychairman of the Committee on Ways and Means,
ing; steadfast, immutable, and just, it is the ata most important position at that time because
tribute of God on earth. It proceeds from His
of the distressing condition of the city's finances.
bosom, and encircles with its care, power and
By unceasing work, good judgment and unfailblessings. All honor to those who administer it
ing tact, Mr. Van Dyke succeeded in saving the
in purity, and reverence its high behests."
corporation from bankruptcy and restoring its
In December, 1835, Mr. Van Dyke was united
credit, and later, as mayor, to which office he was in marriage with Elizabeth Des Noyers, who was
elected in 1847,.he originated and established
born in Detroit, daughter of Ron. Peter ;Des
the system which has prevented a recurrence o~ Noyers, and a member of a prominent family of
such a state of affairs. F or many years he was French descent. Mrs. Van Dyke passed away in
a member of the Board of Water Commissioners, 1893. She was the mother of eleven children,
and as such was an able factor in the promotion eight of whom survived :Mr. Van Dyke. George
of the system which has made that branch of C. and William died in childhood. George W.,
the municipal government notably efficient. the eldest son to reach maturity, is mentioned
Everything that pertained to the good of his below. Marie, widow of William Casgrain, lives
adopted city, and contributed to its welfare, re- in Chicago, Illinois. Philip J. D. was distinceived his hearty support and co-operation. For guished as an office-holder in Detroit, where he
several years he was a working fireman, with served as district attorney, etc. · Rev. Erne:st is
Protection No. 1, whose brakes he managed seven priest of St. Aloysius parish of Detroit. J oseyears, and he served four years as president of pnine married Henry F . Brownson, a prominent
the fire department. It was through his efforts writer of Boston, Minnesota, now res_iding in Dethat the department came into possession of the troit, Michigan, who was a major in the United
bell and property which brought in revenue and States arrriy during the Civil War. Victoria is:
sold for enough to provide substantial aid for a nun of the Sacred Heart Convent, in Nebraska.
indigent firemen and their families.
Elise became the wife of William B. Moran, who·
As a man Mr. Van Dyke was respected, ad- was a distinguished man in Detroit, and both
mired and beloved by all with whom he came in
are deceased.
contact. His strong will power, and the energy
In his domestic life the father of this family
and industry he displaye,d in carrying his plans exmbited a depth of love and affection which it
iorward to completion, compelled the admiration was said he inherited from his mother, whom he
and good will ·of everyone. H is enterprise kepi . idolized, and whom he is said to have resembled
him.'at the head of progress, but he was nevef
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in form as well as in disposition. He revered
and obeyed his father, who was somewhat stern
and conservative in his ideas of home training,
but his mother's memory was always associated
with the most tender recollections. His home
life was ideal, unselfishness and wise tenderness
actuating his every motive. His gentleness of
manner made him a favorite in social circles,
and the greatest enjoym_ent he obtained from the
wealth which came to him was derived from the
pleasure he took in providing for those he loved,
and the tastes he was able to indulge in the lines
<>f art and literature. His pictures and books
gave substantial evidence of his good judgment
in this respect. Though the greater part of his
means was acquired in the practice of his profession, he was also extensively interested in' real
-estate, his property holdings being quite valuable. His death occurred when he was in the
Tery prime of life, May 7, 1855.
George W. Van Dyke received his early education in Detroit, and later attended the schools of
Emmitsburg, Maryland, where he completed his
education. On the death of his father he returned to Detroit and took his place as the head
of the family, beginning at that time his career
as a real estate man. He continued to reside exclusively in Detroit until 1888, when he purchased the fine residence of James Mott Williams, in Anderdon, on the river front; this became his summer home henceforth, and many improvements were made on the place until it
became one of the finest in this section.
In September, 1881, Mr. Van Dyke was married to Mrs. Fannie E. (Pearly) Piquett, of Detroit, who 'vas born in Portland, Maine, and was
educated in the high schools of that State and
New Haven, Connecticut. In 1874 she married
Charles Piquett, a prominent business man of
Detroit. During a three years' pleasure trip
abroad Mr. Piquett died, in Paris, in July, 1876,
leaving his widow with two children, Marie
and Charles. Marie is with her mother, and the
son is superintendent of the Delray Dry Dock
Works.
Mrs. Van Dyke's father, J onas H. Pearly,
was born in Maine, with her mother, Fannie
(Smith) , was a native of Massachusetts. Jonas
Pearly later made his home in 1\iichigan, where
he was f or many years a lumberman and one of
the wealthy and influential citizens of Detroit.
His wife's family also had removed to Detroit
and were prominent people there. Mr. and 1\frs.
Pearly have both passed away, after many years
.of truest service to the world about them. The

P early ancestors were of English stock and were
represented among New England's first settlers
who came over in the "Mayflower."
To Mr. and 1\frs. Van Dyke have come eight
children, namely: James A., born in 1882, and
Francis G., born in 1884, both educated at the
Notre Dame University, Indiana; :Maude E.,
born in 1885, who was educated in the convent
at Grosse Point; Catherine Pearly, born in
1887, a student at the Grosse Point Convent;
Margaret and C. Alice, twins, born in 1889, the
latter now deceased; Harold Pearly, born in
1891; and Marion A., born in 1893.
Politically 1\fr. Van Dyke was an ardent
Democrat and an active worker in the ranks.
In his religious convictions he was a Catholic,
and with his family belonged to that church. He
was a man of great ability, and held a foremost
position in the social and business circles of his
native city. His death, which occurred June 24,
1898, was a distinct loss to the community and
was greatly regretted. 1\frs. Van Dyke is a
woman of great culture and refinement, a leader
in her circle, and is very justly proud of her
descent from an ancestry which includes not
only the first settlers of the United States, but
also those who fought in the Revolution and
in the War of 1812.
WILLIAM SHEPPARD, a prominel\t retired farmer, of Talbot Road, . Gosfield North,
County of Essex, was born .April 29, 1832, in
Sussex, England, son of Stephen and Ann Sheppard, natives of England, where their entire
lives were passed. They left a family of ten children, but all have passed away but our subject
and his brother John, who resides near Brighton, England, and has a family of seven children.
In 1850 William Sheppard and his brother
Thomas came to Canada. Thomas married a
Miss Stephens, of England, and they settled first
in Haldimand County, but some years later rE'moved to Michigan, where he died in 1881, leaving four children, Robert, David, Stephen and
Thomas, all residents of Michigan.
William Sheppard was educated in the common schools of his native land, and he enga~cd
in farm work until 1850. The voyage to Canada
was made by way of New York, the sailing vessel
taking six weeks to make the trip. Crossing tbc
State of New York, Mr. Sheppard reached Buffalo, crossed L ake Erie, and thus made his entrance into the Dominion. He settled in Count".f
IIaldimand and soon after married Mary A .
Harvey, born in Devonshire, England. They
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settled first on rented land but with the inten- Sheppard's two sons, James and John, are both
tion of being frugal and careful, and in time progressive farmers and reliable men. James
being able to purchase a farm of their own, has erected a handsome brick residence and large
which he later accomplished.
In addition to bank barn on his section of the farm, and has
farming he worked several years in the sawmill there a very desirable home. During the sumbusiness, and in 1879 sold his farm there, and mer of 1903 Mr. Sheppard and his estimable
removed to County Essex, purchasing land in wife spent three delightful months visiting relaGosfield North, on the Cottam Plains. Here he tives and old friends in England, meeting every· found a desirable tract of 200 aeres which he where with a warm reception. It was his first
bought of Mr. Broadwell, and settled down to its visit in fifty years, and he found the old home
still standing as it did in his boyhood.
cultivation.
Mr. Sheppard has ever been one of Gosfield 's
I n 1891, the first Mrs. Sheppard died, leavina a family of seven children, as follows: Ann most public-spirited citizens, and he is everyJ.~ born in County Haldimand, is the widow of where held in the highest esteem. He has deWilliam Vickers, who settled in Gosfield North, voted his attention to the upbuilding of all that
on Concession 9 and left two children, Edward has made this section of the county rich both
and Ethel. Ma~ia, born in County Haldimand, agriculturally, intellectually and morally, has
is the wife of J ohn Billings, who lives on the reared a family which reflects credit upon his
Talbot Road, in Gosfield North. James W., born training, has been liberal in the support of pubin County Haldimand, resides on a part o~ the . lic charities and most generous in private benc:>old homestead in Gosfield, and is a promment factions, and has lived an upright and honest
man in his locality, having served efficiently as life. Such a man deserves, as he receives, the
councillor· he married Lucy Dewhurst, of Gos- respect and esteem of all who know him.
field, and they have two children, Edith M. an~
Wilbur. Miss Harriet, born in County H aldlALEXANDER O'NEIL, a well-known
mand resides on the old homestead, as does also farmer and stock' dealer of Sandwich South,
Miss Emily. Elien is-the vdfe of William Mont- South Talbot Road, County of Essex, was born
gomery, who lives on Concession 7, in Gosfield Nov. 9, 1843, in this township: son of Alexander
North and has six children, namely: J ohn, Hat- and Ann (Shuell) O'Neil, both of whom were
tie M.: Isabel, Glenn, Archie and Mary A. John, born in Ireland, the father in 1819 and the
the youngest son, resides on the old homestead mother in 1821. She was the daughter of J ohn
and Mary Shuell who came to Canada at a very
in Gosfield township, unmarried.
I n 1892 Mr. Sheppard was married (second) early day.
to Mrs. Eliza A. June, widow of Reuben June,
The grandfather also bore the name of Alexand daughter of Samuel and Electa (J ackson)
ander O'Neil. He came to Canada in 1821, and
La Marsh an old county family. Mrs. Shr.p- settled in Sandwich South, where he engaged in
pard was born in 1848, in Ohio, bu~ was educated farming, and lived and died on his home. He
in the schools of Mersea township, County of left a family of four sons and four daughters,
Essex, where her parents died. She has four as follows : Alexander (2); J ohn, deceased; Wilsons of her first marriage, namely : Nelso-r: mar- liam of Michigan; J ames, on the old homeried and settled at Cottam, and has ~wo ch1ld:en, stead; Mary, deceased, wife of Eugene Sullivan,
Sophia and Wilson ; George I . marr1ed and hves of Minnesota ; Jane, wife of Daniel F lynn, of
Qn Concession 9 in Gosfield, and has one daugh- St. Paul, Minnesota; Kate, deceased; Margaret,
ter Ruby· Cra,;ford born in the County of Es- wife of Patrick Lavin, of Sandwich South.
'
' Robert, marr1e
· d, r esides
and
sex,' is unmarried;
Alexander O'Neil (2) settled for a t ime on
at Olinda and has one son, Henry.
the old homestead where his parents died, but
Mr. Sheppard, in addition to h~s oth~r pro- later moved to a farm which· he purchased on
perty, purchased a farm on ConeesslOn S, 1n Gos- Talbot Road Sandwich $outh, where he lived
field,. and in 1897 his present home on T.albot up to the ti~e of his death, in 1891. His estimStreet where he lives retired from busmess, able widow still resides on this homestead, and
merel; interesting himself in a general oversee- has six living sons of her family of nine childre.n,
ing of his property.
those deceased being: J ames, Mary and Magg1e.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sheppard are members of The survivors are: .John, William, Edward, Althe Church of England. I n politics he has al- bert, Herbert and Alexander, all residents of
ways been ident ified with the Reform party. Mr.
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Sandwich South, except Albert, who resides in
Windsor.
Alexander 0 'Neil (3), son of Alexander
O'Neil (2), and the esteemed subject of this
sketch, remained on the homestead farm, and in
1868 he married l\Iiss Barbara Vollans, who was
born in March, 1847, daughter of George and
Miriam Vollans, an old pioneer family of Sandwich ; ·she was educated in the local schools and
instructed in housewifely accomplishments by a
careful and competent mother.
After marriage :Mr. and- Mrs. 0 'Neil settled
on their present home farm, which at that time
was but a tract of wild land. His present farm
of 360 acres includes the original tract, and also
an additional 250 acres which he purchased at a
later date. In viewing the fine state of cultivation '"hich the land displays, and the comfortable, appropriate and substantial buildings and
improvements, it seems almost impossible that
so fe\v years ago this was but a wilderness. It
shows conclusively what may be accomplished
by the industry and energy of an enterprising
man.
~[r. 0 'Neil has not confined himself to the
cultivation of his land, but has been also extensively engaged in the buying and selling of
cattle, and also in butchering for the Windsor
and Sandwich . markets. J::Te t~ · al.ov Ut.~Lt in
lUI~ber to a large exteri't and bas been interested
in a sawmill business and in other enterprises.
1\Ir. 0 'Neil leads a busy life, and is a very prominent man in his locality.
A family of ten children has been born to
our subject and wife who are among the leading
and representative citizens -of the township, reflecting credit upon the locality and their parentage. They are: George, born in 1869, married
Grace Webb, of Sandwich, and they r eside on a
neighboring farm and have one daughter, :Mnriel; Frank 0., born in 1871, married Bertha
Church, of Sandwich, and they reside on another
of our subject's farms in Sandwich South, and
have one daughter, Lillian D.; Harry, born in
1873, unmarried, resides at home; Maggie, born
in 1875, is the wife of Henry Ban·well, a farmer
of Sandwich West, and they have two children,
Earle and :Myrtle G. ; Fred, born in 1878; Lionel,
born in 1880; :Millie, born in 1881; li•I amie, born
in 1883; Eugene, born in 1884; and Elmer, born
ip 1886.
Politically Mr. O'Neil has always voted with
the old Conservative party and has been called
upon ·, to serve his fellow-citizens in a number of
the lqcal offices.. lie f>eryed. one year as assessor

and sixteen years as trustee, treasurer and secretary of the school board. Religiously he is a
member of the Church of England. H e is a
Master Mason of Lodge No. 47, a fraternity of
which he has been a member for thirty-eight
years. He also belongs to the Maccabees of
Windsor.
1\fr. O'Neil stands as one of the most substantial citizens of his township, although he began
life with limited resources. His intelligent interest in the advancement of the agricultural
interests of the township has been continual, and
all progressive movements have found in him a
helper when they promised to be of practical
benefit. His careful husbandry and his intelligent handling of cattle have been examples to his
locality, and many of his methods have been successfully adopted and followed by others. AI~
though immersed in business, Mr. 0 'Neil finds
t ime for recreation also, taking a month every
autumn to indulge his love of sport in the Rocky
Mountains. Many trophies oi his skill adorn his
handsome residence at Sandwich, while gifts to
friends have been numerous.
RICHARD PRESTON, one of the "grand
old men'~ of Merse.a town~>l:.i:p, where for almost
"· 1111ii-·century he · has been identified with its
growth, progress and development, was born ·
l\fay 25, 1824, in the East Riding of Yorkshire,
England,
John Preston, his father, was a laborer who
passed all his honest, useful, busy life in Yorkshire. He was a consistent member of the Church
o.i England. His marriage was to Elizabeth
Oxley, also of Yorkshire, who became the beloved
mother of nine children: Robert, Anna, 1\fary,
William, Henry, Davison, Richard, RebeGca and
Ann, all of whom have passed away except the
subject of this sketch.
Richard Preston, being the son of parents in
humble circumstances, was obliged to be · contented with limited educational opportunities and.
to begin to be a wage earner at the age of ·eleven
years, bis compensation being at the rate of .a
sixpence per day. H e continued to work as alaborer until1859, when, finding his family increasing faster than the small wages of his native land
would permit him to rear them properly, be decid.e d· to cross the ocean and settle in a farming
locality. His uncle, Robert Preston, was residing in M'ersea township, and his objective point
was that neighborhood. The family left Liverpool on th~ steamer "Anglo Saxon," and ten
and one-half days later arrived at Quebec. He·
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nn•l t hl'Y have the f()llowiu~ cltil·l ro·n: ,J.,J,u \r.,
was welcomed by his aged uncle, who desir~d
Hichard .A., Charles l., Stau lt'y, {;,Jrdun >;_, l'r•·' ·
some one to take charge of his property in his
ton >;., Grace \'., :\l~·rtlt! F. a!Hl Fr••uk.
! t; 1
declining years, and 1\lr. Preston and family
settled do"'n on the farm. They cared tendr rly I salwlla aud ( 7 ) J oh n W. a rt• h<•th c).,.,.,..,..,l, { " l
for the u ncle during his r emaining years of life,
Cnt hNine _\lice is at honll'. Thrt•t' s•lllS clio·tl in
at the latter's death inheriting 185 acres of laud_
in fan cy. Although his fam il.\- wa,; l.•r:.!•' . .\Jr.
H ere l\fr. Preston erected a comfortable rrsi- Pr·cston has 110 snrY i\· in~ sorts, athl ho·w·" h·•
dence and made many improvements, nnd here
adoptP•l a J!r·a ndson, giYin~ hi111 t h~ tsarn.· (•f
he has resided for the past for·ty-six yrars. H is Ilobl"rt D., who resiurs on arHl ope r·nt~'s th·~ lrouwoccupation h as been farming and stock raising, ' sh•ad. On Feb. 11, 18!)7, ~Jr. and ~Irs. l'rt·s!ou
and he has taken a deep interest in these matters. rnjoycu t he cdl'bration of tht·ir ~olJc·n wo•tl.t iu:;
His experiments have been successful and his anniversary, when, in mlJition t o their chilolr<>u,
methods have commended themselves to his their twenty-iuur granJchildrcn, c·lt~\·rn ~rf'at neighbors and the result is shown in an intelli- 1 grandchildren, a large n umb~r of fricmls ~at iu'r
gent and pt·ogressive township agricult ural etl with them. In the course of the enjoyahle rnsociety of wh ich Mr. Preston has been prrsidrnt.
tcrtainmcnt the f ollowing adurC'ss was rt•au:
In politics Mr. Preston is a stanch Liberal, anti "We, your f r iends, assrmbled to honor y on on
served most usefully in the town council for the occasion of the annivrrsary of your wt•uoing
five years. Fraternally he is a Mason.
day, desire to extend to you our heartiest conIn 1848, at the age of twenty-four years Mr.
grat ulations nnd to wish you many happy rePreston became particularly interested in the turns. A wedding uay or an anniversary of a
subject of Christianity, and was one of t he or- wc<lJing day are pleasing incident.'!, b ut a fiftieth
ganizers of the l\Iethodist Church in his locality,
anniversary, or Golden 'VeJuing, such as we
serving as Sunday School superintendent. He have bren invih•d to help you celebrate to-day, is
has never lost his deep interest in r eligious mat- a rare and highly felicitous event. It is our
t ers, year after year becoming more and more sincere hope that your days may be long in the
impressed with the great truths of Christianity.
land, and that the blessings of health, prosperi6-,
For some y ears he_has been a local Methodist goodnes.'l and mercy that have followed yon
preacher, serving in Gosfield, 1\Iersea and Rom·
through all these years that are p ast, will be with
ney townships, his exemplary life setting an you to the sunsrt of your lives." The signatures
example of strict morality. H e is well and attached to this beautiful and touching doct\widely known and has endeared himself to all
mPnt were : Rev. G. Daker, Mich ael 1\lalott,
who know him by his unselfish devotion to his Albert Evans, George Robinson, William Simpwork, and his deep concern t o help all those in son and Solomon Malott, and the date was Feb.
distress. H e is also a powerful worker f or the 11, 1897, L eamington, Ontario.
cause of t emperance, which he believes goes hand
in hand with morality. His estimable wife is
JA~IES S. MERRITT, who owns a fannin
still spared to him, and, although in her eightieth Gosfield Korth, on Concession 6, Lot 8, Talbot
year, is still active and able to co-operate with Road South, is of American parentage but a
him in h is chosen field of usefulness.
Canadian by birth, and has passed his whole life
· On F eb. 11, 1847, Mr. Preston married Aliee in the Province of Ontario, where he was born
Barron, born in Yorkshire, Oct. 27, 1824, daugh- ~ov. 6, 1825, in the County of Lincoln . llis part er of James and Mary (Sharp) Barron, and to ents, Elijah and Mary (Hopkins) Merritt, were
this union eleven children were born, namely:
natives of Fishkill and Catskill, New York, born
(1) A son died in infancy. (2) Mary Ann, wife
in 1782 and 1790, respectively.
The paternal grandparents, Joseph and ~Iary
of William Adams, lives at Fresno, California,
(.Parker) Merritt, were Americans, of English
and has five children, Thomas; Charlotte H.,
Rose A., Nettie L. and John W. (3) Elizabeth,
descent. Joseph Merritt was one of the U. E.
wife of P eter Ford, a fruit grower of Leaming- L oyalists who came from the United States to
ton, has three sons, Albert J., H arry S. and Clar- Canada not long after the close of t he Re,·olutionary war, and h e settled in the County of
ence H ., and an adopted daughter, Lu la. ( 4)
Jane, 'vife of James Hodgson, of Romney town- Lincoln, Ont., where he lived and died. He was
ship, County of Kent, has five children, Julia, the father of a family of twelve children, as folRose, Alice N., Thomas J ., and Charlotte I.
lows: William, who died in the County of Lin(5) Charlotte Ellen married Charles Wilkeson, coln; Moses; Isaac ; Sarah, wife of Benjamin
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Johnston ; Susan, wife of Caleb Traverse, deceased; Polly, wife of Henry Johnston; Elijah;
Margaret, deceased wife of Richard Hinton, also
deceased; Plura, wife of Isaac Shaw; Joseph,
deceased; Daniel, deceased; and Charlotte, who
died in childhood. This family all settled and
died in the County of Lincoln.
Elijah Merritt married and settled on a part
of the old homestead, where he remained until
his death, in 1867; his wife died in June, 1839.
They were consistent members of the Methodist
Church. Six children survived them: (1) Alpheus, the eldest, settled and died in the County
of Lincoln, and left six children, Ferris, Adalaide, Jane, Valmer, Charlotte and Ange1ine.
(2) Hester A. married Daniel Awrey, of the
County of Lincoln; later they moved to Gosfleld,
where she died, leaving two children-Elgin, of
California, and Fletcher, of Detroit. (3) James
S. was the third child. (~) Harvey (deceased)
never married. ( 5) R.obert died unmarried, and
(6) John, also a bachelor, is residing in the
County of Lincoln.
James S. Merritt grew up in the County of
Lincoln, where he received a limited education.
Brought up to farm work, he followed that occupation for a time before attaining manhood,
and also traded nursery stock. After his marriage, in 1855, he settled down regularly as a
farmer, and has followed that vocation ever
since. In 1862 he left the County of Lincoln,
and removing to Essex bought wild land in Gos:field, on Concession 4. He lived there, busied in
developing his property, till 1878, when he purchased his present place, and again began the
task of taming the wilderness. At :first he lived
in a small log house, but in 1882 he put up the
commodious brick house which he now occupies,
and other farm buildings, possessing a most desirable estate.
Mr. Merritt's :first wife, to whom he was
united in November, 1855, was Miss Mary A.
Dean, who died six years afterward, leaving him
with t'vo daughters, Mary and Inez, both now
living in the State of New York, unmarried. In
January, 1868, occurred his second union, to
Miss Alwilda Wigle, who was born in May,1848,
daughter of Theodore and Barbara (McKenzie)
Wigle. The Wigles were among the pioneer
families of Canada, Loyalists from Pennsylvania, who settled and died in Gosfield South.
Mrs. Alwilda Merritt passed away Aug. 19, 1902,
the mother of six children. The eldest of this
family (1 ) Theodore, was born Nov. 8, 1868,
and grew up at home, where he received a fair

education. He has always remained with his
parents, unmarried, and is the manager of the
farm. (2) Sabina Eugenia, born in 1871, is the
wife of Walter Motley, of Talbot R.oad, Gosfield,
an$1 has three children, Mina, Orvil and Alvin.
(3) Esther, born in 1875, married George Motley, of Gosfield South, and has one daughter,
Grace. (4) James, born in 1880, lives at home.
lie is a member of the First IJussars (militia)
and served with the Canadian Mounted Rifles
in South Africa. (5) John, born in June, 1882,
Eves at home. (6) Hulda, born Sept. 7, 1887,
also living at home, is a young lady of culture
and refinement. All the sons are members of
the First llnssars, of Kingsville Cavalry, D
Squadron, and John served as Corporal in that
organization. The father, James Merritt, was a
member of the old militia in the County of
Lincoln.
Mr. Merritt's political opinions have been
those of a Conservative, and he has sought no
public position, but has served three years as a
school trustee. Religiously he is in sympathy
with Methodist teachings, and with his wife belonged to that church, in the work of which he
has always taken an active part. Interested in
religious work of whatever nature, he has helped
to build several churches in his section of the
country. A pioneer whose life has been identified 'vith Gosfield for many years, Mr. Merritt
has by his upright conduct and many excellent
qualities won the respect of all who know him,
and now in his old age is living surrounded by
the sons and daughters whom he has reared both
to be a comfort to his declining years and to
carry on the honorable prestige of his name.
ALANSON ILER, one of the leading prosperous farmers of Colchester South, is a representative of one of the pioneer families of this
locality.
John Iler, his fathex:, was born in Grosse Ile
Aug. 15, 1806, and was six years old when the
family came to Colchester, where he grew up. He
learned the trade of shoemaking, and for a time
had a small shop on the front of Lot 41, where
he worked at his calling. Later he came into
possession of about 136 acres on Lot 40, and.
assisted by his sons, did the clearing. He continued his shoemaking for some years, and after
a long and useful life, died Feb. 19, 1877, aged
nearly seventy-one years. On March 23, 1830,
he married Susan Wigle, who was born in Gosfield Nov. 18, 1813, and who died March 25,
1889. When the family located on Lot 40 the
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father was obliged to cut down trees to make a
place for the bouse. The present home, which
has been entirely rebuilt by our subject, stands
some five or six rods from the first bouse, built
of hewed logs. J ohn Iler became one of the very
successful fanners of the county. In politics
he was originally a Reformer. lie was a very
prominent member of the Baptist Church, which
he served as deacon for many years, and for a
long time he led the church singing, a position
now filled by his oldest son, Peter. To J ohn and
Susan (Wigle) Iler came children as follows:
P eter, born Sept. 10, 1831, is a farmer of Colchester; John, born :March 17,1833, died in Australia, Dec. 18, 1873; Jacob, born April 3, 1835,
is a farmer and Baptist minister of Osawatomie,
Kansas; H enry, born Aug. 27, 1837, is a farmer
and former Baptist minister of Clayton, l\Iichigan; Sarah, born Jan. 16, 1840, married H . II.
Julien; Elizabeth, born June 30, 1842, is the
widow of 'l'imothy Shay, of Harrow ; Julia Ann,
born Oct. 30, 1843, died Oct. 26, 1870 (she married Rev. Amos Baldwin); Susan, born Nov. 11,
1847, married Capt. Bassett, of Harrow; Jane,
born Dec. 30, 1849, married Francis Fox, a prosperous farmer of Colchester South; Linnie, born
March 6, 1852, married Robert Fair, of Chicago;
Alanson was born Dec. 29, 1854; Eliza, born
April 30, 1859, died April 30, 1859.
Alanson Iler was born on the home place,
Dec. 29, 1854, and he received a good, common
school education. At the age of twenty-two years
he began his business career on the homestead of
136 acres, and since coming into possession of the
property he has entirely cleared some thirty
acres, rebuilt the house, and put up all but one
of his barns and outbuildings. Everything about
the premises denotes that a mastcrhand is at
work. He is a very successful farmer, one of the
most enterprising in the County of Essex. In
politics he is a Conservative, but has not taken
any very active part in local affairs, aside from
his supporting the candidates of his party, his
personal matters absorbing his attention.
Fraternally Mr. Tier is a member of the
I.O.O.F. and the Workmen at Harrow, of which
latter lodge he is a charter member. All the
members of his father's family have given their
support toward the Baptist Church, and our subj ect is one of its most liberal contributors as well
as zealous workers.
··
On Oct. 8, 1878, ~1r. Iler married in Colchest er South, Miss Emma Wright, who was born on
the old homestead in Colchester South D ec. 5,
1853, a daughter of Joseph Wright. The chil-

tj

15

dren of this happy union arc as fl,llows: .Asa
1
Wilcox, born July :3, 1o::>l ; ,JIJhll Wig-!~, July n.
188G; .\uoie Evadne, July ~4, 1 86~; and .\ llt·n
Clarence, Sept. 21, 18!>2.
Mr. ller, as bas nlrrady be n stated, btlon~:s
to one of the old families of ltht> locality. lts
members have nobly borne their part in the tJ,.•
vclopmcut of County };ssex, and cnJurl'd hardships of which we of this day cau have no nJ,..
quate realization. Yet, among the great forrsls,
surrounc.lcd by sa,•agcs both brute and human,
were born men nod women destined to take p lace:i
with the mighty of earth. 'l'he stern t (·al itif'S
of life early came to their notice, and wrrc o\·rrcome. There was mnch good in the rouch, bard
life of the pioneer, which called out All that was
brst and strongrst. ?\fany of the old pioneers
themsch·cs, in looking back upon those days, and
contrasting the upright lives the majority led
with the evils of to-clay, feel that tb~rc wns much
to be thankful for in spite of hard work, man~·
discouragements ond seemingly insurmountable
obstacles.
EDWARD W.\ TIDTIOPF.R, SR..Almost every
locality has its "~rand olJ man," one who is
l1clJ in unh·~rsal estr<'m and is dcsen-ing of all
the rcver<'nce and affection given by his fellowcitizens. Such a character is found in the vencr- ·
nble T~dward \\ardroprr, Sr., of Pelee Islauo,
who has resided there for fo1ty years and is one
of the p ioneer wine growers of the section.
::'lfr. Wardroper was born in .Arundel. the
scat of the Duke of Xorfolk, in Sussex, Eng-land,
Drc. 29, 1820. His father, also named Edward,
was born in Sussex, where he became an eminent
physician, and liv~d and died in his nath·e
county. lie married a ITolmes. n oth were
m<'mb<'rs of the Church of England, and they
now lie at rest, side by side, in the parish
churchyard. They had children as follows:
Woodland, who ~ns a practicing physician for
many years at Arundel; .Tohn II., who died
Jan. 14, 1901; Frank, who died in K entucky,
in the United States; Fannie, dcc~as<'d; Edward:
J;aura, who died unmarried, as did her sist~r:
and Robert. The latter died during thr Ch·il
war in the States, in an army ho~pital, while a
colonel in the Confederate army. He marriecl
~fiss Elizabeth Peeble~. and they had three chil·
dren, namely: David; Edward, who i~ a resident
of Pelee I sland and married a dnul!hter of the
late Thaddeus Smith, of P clre l l'lanc.l ; and nettie, who marrird Rev. W. J . Little, a m\nil'tcr
of the Methodist Church, who died in L ondon,
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Ont., in 1892, lea,·ing one child, Murry. Mrs.
Little is housekeeper for her Yenerable uncle.
Edward Wardroper recei•.-ed his education
in his native land, where he remained until maturity, when he gratified a long-felt desire to
come to America. .At London he took passage on
a sailing vessel bound for l'\ew Orleans, and after
a voyage of forty days' duration reached his
destination. From that city he went to Alabama,
where he remained until the outbreak of the
Civil war. During this time he travelled over a
great part of the Southern section of the United
States, and found much enjoyment in fishing and
hunting, possessing a love for out-door sports
and the means with which to gratify his tastes.
\Vhen the unhappy differences between the
North and the South terminated in Civil strife
Mr. Wardroper, believing in the justice of the
elaims of the Confederate forces, entered the
Southern army aod served as a member of the
First South Alabama Regiment, Company F,
until the close of the 'var, when be came to Pelce
I sland. His trip was undertaken with a view
OJ. settling here, and after finding plenty of game
and excellent fishing he decided to r emain and
make this charming place his permanent home.
So he bought twenty-three acres of land and took
possession· in 1866, immediately planting vineyards and becoming a pioneer in the wine industry. He occupies a fine home and is one of
the most prominent citizens of the. Island in
many r espects, and probably one of the oldest, as
he is in his eighty-fifth year. Time, however,
has touched him lightly, and he retains the vigor
of a much younger man. Never having married,
he has fewer domestic ties than many, but no
child could be dearer to him or more tenderly
solicitous for his welfare than his estimable niece,
Mrs. Little. All his life he bas cherished Conservative principles, and for some years since settling on the Island he has held official positions,
having been clerk and township t reasurer ten
years. When he first located here there were ten
voters, but no'v there are more than 200. Like
his venerated parents be bas always been a member of the Church of England.
W . D. BEAMAN, EsQ., police magistrate and
insurance agent of Essex, County of Essex, Ont.,
was born in the County of Carleton, Ont., May
7, 1851, son of Joseph and Ann (Pettypiece)
B eaman, who were born in the township of Marlborough, County of Carleton, the former on
May 24, 1822, and the latter in 1826.
James Beaman, grandfather of W. D., was

born in Ireland, north of Dublin, and came to
Canada as a soldier in the English Riflemen.
lie was discharged at the close of the war of
1837-38, and, receiving one of the reserves, reared
his family in Carleton, where he died. He left
seven children: 'l'homas, Andrew, James, J ohn,
Joseph, Mary and Jane.
Joseph Beaman, father of our subject, died
in the County of Carleton, Canada, where be
farmed during a useful life, passing away in
1887. His wido,~, Ann P ettypiece, surYives, and
lives on their old home in 1\farlborough township,
aged ninety years. Both were members of the
Methodist Church. They were the parents of
eight children: W. D.; James; George; Joseph;
Eliza, who married Alexander Powell, of Carleton; 1\'Iargaret, deceased, who married William
1\IcCulla, of Carleton; Hattie, deceased, who married a 1\Ir. Dixon, of Ontario; and Susan, who
married John 'M. Hicks, of the township of
Essex.
Squire Deaman received his early education
in the County of Carleton, and later attended
the Richmond Grammar School, and still later
the Toronto Normal School, where be fitted
himself for the profession of teaching, and followed his vocation in the public schools of Kentville, Ont., four years, and the public schools of
the County of Carleton four years more.
In 1877, Mr. Beaman married 1\Iiss Lizzie
Coleman, of the County of Grenville, Ont.,
daughter of Robert and Jane Goleman, old
pioneers of Ontario. I n 1877 Mr. and Mrs. Beaman came to the township of Essex, where he
engaged in the grocery and feed business for
twelve years, and ";ras later a scrivener and conveyancer of land. In 1895 he received the ap-_
pointment of police magistrate, which office be
has ably filled to the present time. In 1880 be
was appointed justice of the peace, thus having
been upon the Bench for nearly a quarter of a
century.
l\Ir. Beaman purchased real estate in Essex,
and as this has increased in value, be is now one
of the substantial men of the place. P olitically
the Beamans have always been identified with
the old Liberal party. Religiously Mrs. Beaman
is a member of the Methodist Church, and he is
very liberal in his support of same. Children
as follows have come to l\Ir. and Mrs. Beaman:
A. Dill, born in Essex in 1880; W. Edwin, born ·
in Essex in 1889; Lillian, born in 1889, and
Elsie, born in 1892. Needless to say that Mr. Beaman is one of the well and favorably-known men
of his locality, and that be has many friends who
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esteem him at his true value. H is fraternal connections at·e with the F oresters.
EDWARD W. IIO :-.l'~ER, now living retirrd
at Amherstburg, is one of the eal'iy settlers of
that locality. The Ilonners wet·e originally
Hug uenots.
Edward IIonner, the grandfather of Edward
W., was born in 1763, in Ireland, was a military
captain there, and died in 18~8.
lie married Sarah " Taldron, who was of Jewish extraction , and they reared a family of seven sons and
seven daul?hters to maturity, losing one son in
i nfancy. The se,·en sons were: Edward, James,
Frank, Thomas, Joseph, 'Villiam and Frederick, all of whom were born in Ireland, and all
of whom took part in the Rebellion of 1837-38,
having come to Ontario in 1833 from the United
States, where they settled a short time previously.
Of the aboYe family, Edward, the eldest, was
the father of our subject. H e was born in 1798,
and in his native land married Maria Howard,
a native of I reland, whose brothe r, John Howard, was a quartermaster in the English army.
On coming to Ontario Edward llonner and his
wife settled in Kingston, where they remained
for a time, but later moved to a farm ncar the
city, on which they lived until 1846, when he
located on Lot 2, Concession 4, Anderdon township, County of Essex. Here both 1\fr. IIonner
and wife passed the rest of their lives, his death
occurring in 1871, and hers in 1874. During the
Rebellion ot 1837-38 1\Ir. Honner was drill ser·
geant, under Capt. Lowe, with headquarters at
Niagara Falls. Politically he was a Conservative, and for many years he was collector of An·
derdon tO\\'Ilship. Both he and wife belonged
to the Church of England. To this worthy
couple were born the following children: lion.
J ohn St. George, deceased, tormerly State Senator of Minnesota, married Antoinette Green and
had a family; Edward W. is mentioned below;
Christina is the widow of Thomas Hackett.
Charlott•; is the ,'fife of Edward Pette, of Grand
Rapids, :Michigan. Elizabeth married James
Clegg, of Sandwich, and both are deceased.
Sarah js the wife of Capt. J ohn Sunderland, of
Wyandotte, :\Iichigan. Capt. Thomas, of Grand
H aven, is inspector of lake vessels and is.<mer
of marine licenses. Maria is the wife of Arthur
Wilson, · of Portland, Michigan. Frederiek is
deceased. Annie is the widow of James Pett,
of Muskegon, ~Iichigan. Fanny is the widow of
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1 lun. \\"illia m Kennl·d;•, fur·rm·rl~· of ~lurt t atJ a,
uow of On·l-!011.
Edward'"· Jlonuer w:~o; J.orn .Juu~· :1. ) .....:.J,
at Kiu ~'Ston, Ont., ancl came with h is pan·uts ill
l S·Hi to County E s,;l'X. In 11\.",.-, lw lw!::lll life
011 his (J\\'11 StCCOIIIIt liS hra1l Sil\1',\'l•r ill lht• Jar!:•!
lumhl·r mills of ::\lichigan, workiu:: at ~(u,kt·::on
and otlu·r places, and Cl)ntinu,·d thu:< f.:.r ,.i~bt
yt•ars. lie then returned to County Es.,,•x :Jud
purchasctl the northr ast quartrr c•f Lot :.!. Cvn·
C(•ssion 5, in Andenlon t ownship, Ji,·irl!! in t hii
plare f or five yt·at-s. A favoraltl e oppnrt unity
ofTc.'red antl he sold lri!t prop erty nn1l purc·lub•·tl
one in :\faklcu t ownship, nhout one mil•.' lwluw
Amhc rxtbur~.
H ere )fr. H onnrr enr;:~::t·tl in
farming until F ebruary, 1902, whrn he sulJ a
part of his farm and settled at Amhcr!>tbur~,
where he is uow lh·in~ retired from wry ncth·c
lahor. ::\fr. llon ner still retains his twenty-acre
penrh orchard in :\laltlr n t ownsh ip. Ill' has
li\·<'<1 a long and ncti ,.e, industrious life and is
entitll•d t o the ease whieh he now t>njoys.
On .June 18, 1863, !\Ir. IIonn er was unit,~d in
marria~e with )lis:~ ~lercy Railey, a dauj.!hter
of the late J ohn R ailt-y. She was born in Sussex, England, in 1834, and came to this country
when very young. To ~Ir. and Mrs. llonnt>r ha,·e
b<>cn born two sons, Charles Franklin and ·
Geor~e w. The former is 00\V deceas!'d. rre
marrioo Rosa \Yran'r, but left no eh ildrcn.
Gcort:!e W . is a marinrr ~tnd rrsides at Grand
Haven, ::'llichi ~an. He married A~es 1\larr and
they have three children, George Edward. Winifred and McKinley, who was named for the
mueh-beloved President of the United States,
William )fcKinley, who was shot on his birthday, Sept. G, 1901.
. Politically ::'IIr. IIonner is a Conservatit"e. Fra·
ternally he is a member of the I .O.O.F. :Mr. and
)frs. IIonner belong t o Christ Church at Am·
herstbur~, which was erected by the earl~· mcm·
bers of the Church of England here, in 1818. and
since then the following rectors ba,·e officiated:
Rev. Frrd Mack (he was the second r rctor);
Rev. W ey D es Bar; R ev. William Brookman;
Rev. Sidney Falls; Rev. John Derry : and pres.:•nt rector, who took charj?e in 1902, Re¥. Jame~t
F. Park-all clergymen of gr<'at learnin~ nnd
notable gifts both as preachers and pastors.

TlfO)IAS E. QUICK, one of the lendin ~
farmf.'rs and successful slock raisers of ~leM;t'a
township, County of Es.<>ex, located on the north
part of Concession 1, L ot 1, was born )fay 23,
1840, on this farm, and is a member of one of
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the old and honorable families of this section of
Canada.
The Quick family is of German extraction,
and its early members came from Germany, settling in P ennsylvania, where Alexander G.
Quick, the grandfather of our subject, was born
and wher e he grew to manhood. During t he
Revolution in what is now the United States, this
Alexander Quick showed his devotion to England
b! refusing to take up arms against her, preferr mg to sacrifice many material benefits for the
sake of principle. When he came to Canada he
located in Colchester townshiP-, County of Essex,
Lot 8 of the Gore, at which t ime but a couple of
families were established there. I ndians were
very troublesome, and it is even declared that
three daughters of Mr. Quick were carried a'vay
by the savages, held for ransom and only two
were ever recovered. Alexander Quick was already advanced in life when he came to Canada
and be lived but a few years afterwards. lli~
sons, however, survived, five in number as follows: John, a r esident of Colchester ; C~rnelius
of Mersea; ~lijab, who returned to the States;
J ohn, who sperit his life at Ir~nton, Michigan;
and Alexander, who lived and died in Colchester
township.
Cornelius Quick, second son of Alexander G.,
was born Sept. 12, 1785, in P ennsylvania and
accompanied his parents to Colchester to~ship,
' County of E ssex. In young manhood he came
to Mersca township, and bought a tract of 100
acres of land east of Leamington on which the
r~mainder of his life was spent,' and there he
d1ed at the age of eighty-five years and was
buried on Malott farm. About 1802 he married
Elizabeth K napp, born 1\farch 10, 1795, who died
at the a.ge of eighty-eight, and was buried in
. Lake V1ew Cemetery. Their children were:
~~seph, born J an. 30, 1803, died in Ohio; CornelIUS (2), born Dec. 12, 1806; Elizabeth, born
D ec. 1~, 1808, married Theodore Malott, E sq.;
Cathenne, bor~ J an. 31, 1810, married (first)
H en;y :ruffiem1re, and (second) I saac Riley;
DenJamm, born Jan. 6, 1812, died in Mersea
t ownship; J ohn, born Jan. 21 1814 · Thomas
'
'
,
born. F eb. 11, 1816; Rachel, born
May 4, 1818,
marr1ed Thomas Wiper ; Mary Alice, born Nov.
12, 1820, married George Middleton ; Martha,
born J une 9, 1822, married William Mills; Alexander, born Sept. 21, 1825, died in Mersea t own- ·
ship ; Mary Jane, born June 4, 1828, married
John Wales; and I saac, born Oct. 5, 1830, died in
Mersea township. The parents of this family

were b.oth leading members of the Methodist
Church.
Cornelius Quick (2), son of Cornelius, was
born Dec. 12, 1806, and grew to manhood at the
homestead, obtaining the best schooling the district school afforded at the time. At maturity
he began farming for himself, first on a ridge
farm from which he removed to the one now
operated by his son, Thomas E., a tract of
seventy-five acres on Concession 1, where he
spebt his life. During the Rebellion of 183738, he served as a volunteer soldier in the British
service, being promoted to the rank of sergeant.
On account of his practical good sense and honorable upr ight life, Mr. Quick was well known
in politics and in educational matters where
his judgment was consulted and his ideas' carried
out. H e was a member of the Loyal Orange Association of Leamington. F or a long period be
was a member of t he 1\fethodist Church. He suffered for twenty years from a cancer, which terminated his life on J uly 2, 1884, after a long
period of intense pain, which he bore with Christian fortitude.
Cornelius Quick (2) married in Gosfield township, Catherine 1\falott, daughter of Theodore
1\falott, and she died in F ebruary, 1888, aged
seventy-five years, and was buried by the side of
her husband in Ruthven Cemetery. She had
been a faithful and loving wife, and the devoted
mother of these children: Cornelius who lives
in Gosfield township; Zenis, who perished on
Lake Erie with his son; Joseph a r esident of
Windsor; Thomas E ., of t~is sketch; Julia, wife
of. George Fox,, of Gosfield township; Elizabeth,
w1fe of J ames Fox, of Gosfield township · and
Eliza, deceased wife of Samuel Randall. '
Thomas E. Quick was r eared on the family
homestead, and r emained with his father until
the latter 's death. He had been educated in
the common schools of the locality and had grown
u p with a complete knowledge of all the details
of farming. lie took charge of the farm after
his father's retirement, and has been cuJtivatin..,
it ever since, meeting with success in his efforts~
M"r. 9uick owns very fertile land, adapted to the
growrng of excellent crops of all kinds and very
suitable f or the culture of tobacco. He has de~oted considerable attention, also, t o the. 'breedmg of first-class stock. His substantial buildings
and other improvements mark the home of a
thrifty and capable agriculturist.
. In 1~60, in Mersea township, l\1r. Quick married ~hzabeth I ves, daughter of Francis and
Angehne (Clukey) lves, and eight children were

f

'
1

I

\

I
1
t.

I
l
\

'

1

CO~IMEM:OR.A'fiVE

DIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

61!)
+- •

1
f

I
I

\

l
lI
.

l!

'
f

1

born to them, namely : Mariah became the wife
of Alexander Gow, of Leamington, and has
three children, Lester, Layton and Elizabeth.
Oscar died in young manhood, in Illinois. Jeanette is the wife of Peter Bussey, of North Ridge,
and has four children, Loyal, Frederick, Bertha
and J ennie :M. Orville, of Marine City, 1\Iichigan,
married Lydia .Arnold, and has t wo children,
Nellie and Lucy. Stafford, a farmer in Leamington, married Annie Bailey, and they have
three children, Eber, Flossie and Olive H . Ambrose, of 1\fersea t ownship, married Alice Beatty,
and they have three children, Walter, Ross and
Glenn. Almira, wife of Ephraim Stockwell, of
Leamington, has one son, Everett. Everett is
at home.
Although 1\Ir. Quick docs not consider himself
a politician, he is a stanch supporter of the Liberal party. lie bas served as school trustee, and
is always willing to turn his influence in the int erest of local improvements and educational
progression. Fraternally he is a l\Iason and an
active member of the Loyal Orange Association,
No. 290, of Leamington. lie attends the Methodist Church, and bases his r eligious creed upon
the teachings of t he Golden Rule.
PETER BEDELL. The fine farms which
constitute so large a part of the County of E ssex
are in almost all cases enduring testimonials to
the "'orth and ability of their owners, who have
reclaimed the land from a wilderness, and by
their own personal labor gained their present
positions of afflence and case. Such a one is
Peter Bedell, who began life as a day laborer
for others, but is now a well-to-do landowner in
Gosfield North, Lot 272, Concession 9, on the
Talbot Road North. lie was born in the township of Saltfieet, County of Wentworth, Nov.
30, 1842.
The first of the name in Canada was his
grandfather, David Dedell, who belonged to a
French family living in the United States. When
the United Empire Loyalists emigrated at the
time of t he R evolution David B edell was among
them. From Staten I sland he went to New
Brunswick, and thence r emoved to the County
of W entworth, Ont. He died in Ontario, leaving
two sons and two daughters, as follows: Charles,
of Iowa; George, father of P eter; 1\Iary, who
married a Mr. Jones and died in the County of
Wentworth; and Fannie, deceased wife of
J oshua Knight, a lumberman of the County of
Wentworth.

-

.

George Deuell was born iu 1808, anu his wife,
whose maiden name was Sarah Spring1)tead, in
1819, both in the County of Wentworth. ..\ ftr r
their marriage they settled in that county, whPrc
:'.lr. Dcdcll f ollowed his trade of stonemas()n. II i-.
death occurred in 1805, while his wife li\'eu unti l
l\Iarch, 1900. Their family consisted of tlm·e
sons and one daughter, namely: William, born
in March, 1841, who married a lady f rom Ilmnilton, where he resided with his family an•l
worked as a stonemason; George, born in 1S-t7,
who married !\Irs. Elizabeth (Dalscr ) Wigle, of
Oosficld, and lives on the Talbot Road South. in
Gosfield; Mary, who died in girlhood; anJ I\·t.•r.
Peter Bedell attl'nded the 11rhnuls of t l11•
county during his boyhood, and early in lift!
started out to make his way in the world. lie
\\"Orked by the day until his marriage, in I Su(i,
in which yrar he removed to the County of Essex
and settled on t he Belle River Road. He t·n~nged in contracting for square timber and also
took contract.~ for ditches in the county, following these occupations and lumbering for some
ten years, when he finally purchased his present
home. H e has de,•eloped the land into one of
the desirable fa rms of the county, and the farm
buildings and family dwelling all wear a most
comfortable look.
Mr. B edell was manied, in 1866, in the
County of Lincoln, to :\liss Ellen McCarthy, who
was born there Jan. 1, 1844, daughter of John
McCarthy, one of the pioneers of that Rcction,
and was reared and educated there. She bore
her part bravely in their earlier struggles, and
was indeed a helpmate to her husband. Seven
children were born to ::\lr. and Mrs. Bedell: ( 1)
FanniE>, born in 18G7, married Frederick Iler,
son of R<>v. Jacob Ilcr, a Baptist minister of the
county, and they reside in 1\orth Ridge, Gosfield
to,rnship. They have two daughtE>rs, Elizabeth
and JJena. (2) John died in childhood. (3)
Grorgc, horn in 1872, educated in the district
schools, lives at home, unmarried. (4) Ilenry,
born in 1876, is a farmer in Gosfieltl. (5) Frank
died at the age of four. (6) Ernest, born in
January, 1883, and (7) Annie, born in 1886, are
at home.
On political questions ~Ir. Beuell always
votes the Reform ticket. With his family he is
a member of the Delle River :\lethodist Chur<'h,
of which he is a trustee, while he was also very
active in founding the 1\orth W<>Otlslee Churl'h.
H e belongs to the Order of Ora ngem<'n. Mr.
Dcdell is one of Gosfield 's best citizens, stn nding
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for all that conserves the interests of the community, is upright in character, and highly esteemed by his neighbors.
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born in 1873, married Eleanor Knapp, of Anderdon tO\\>"'Iship, and they live on a farm in Sandwich; Adolphus, born in 1875, married Nora Renaud, resides in Sandwich West, and has one son;
Rosie,
born in 1877, married Albert Dupuis, a
ER::'\EST BONDY, a farmer on Lot 14, Concarriage
builder at Sandwich West; Mary, born
cession 2, on Malden road, County of Essex, is a
prominent resident of this locality, and comes in 1880, is at home; and Dennis, born in 1870,
from one of the old pioneer families. 1\fr. Bondy married Julia Girard, of Sandwich West, and
was born Aug. 6, 1863, in Sandwich West, son of they reside at the old homestead.
Israel and Emily (Renaud) Bondy, both of
Ernest Bondy attended the public schools and
whom were born on the river front in Sandwich in 1878 became a student, under Ernest GirarWest, the former in 1839, and the latter in 1840. dot, of Sandwich, in French, with the idea of
The mother of Ernest Bondy was a daughter preparing himself to become a teacher of the
of Charles and Elizabeth Renaud, who were both language. In 1880 he entered the Park street
born in Sandwich West, members of old French school of Windsor, where he studied one year,
families who settled there after the Revolution. and then entered Goldsmith UniversitY of DeIsrael Bondy was a son of Laurent and Kitty troit, where he was graduated in 1882. Thus
(Tanrango) Bondy, both of whom were born in thoroughly educated, Mr. Bondy was well enough
Quebec, of French parentage. Grandfather prepared to enter upon the duties of almost any
Bondy came to Sandwich from Quebec in 1774, position, and he accepted that of bookkeeper for
and as he was a miller by trade, he erected a J . Rocheleau, with whom he remained nine years,
grist mill here, which was the first one in Sand- the last. two years at Detroit. He then became
wich West. In the War of 1812 he served in the bookkeeper for the Sault Ste. Marie General
army under his father, Captain Bondy, and they Store Co., and continued with that corporation
loyally furnished flour to the British army dur- a year and a half. After his marriage he and
ing the Rebellion. Laurent Bondy died at his wife settled on the present farm which his father
home in 1849, leaving three sons and six daugh- gave him in 1893. Here he has continued to reters, as follows: Gilbert, now deceased; J osepb, side, and has made a great number of fine imliving in Sandwich; Israel, still living on the provements which have contributed materially
old homestead; Florence, deceased wife of to the attractiveness and value of his property.
Joseph Renaud, late of Sandwich West; Matilda,
On May 16, 1893, 1\Ir. Bondy was married to
wife of Antoine Reaume of Amherstburg; Thar- Miss Julia Predhomme, born in Sandwich West,
cile, wife of Peter· Cadarette, of Amherstburg; · in March, 1872, daughter of Hector and Theresa
Agnes, widow of Joseph Monforton, of Ander- Predhomme, the former born in September, 1822,
don township; Madeline, widow of Joseph Chap- and the latter in February, 1829. She came of a
pus; and Lenore, wife of Dennis Lucier, of very old and prominent family. Two children
Anderdon township.
have been born to our subject and wife, namely:
Israel Bondy was the youngest son of his Clarice, born Oct. 4, 1895; and Hector, born
parents, and in January, 1860, he married Emily May 24, 1897, both bright, intellectual children
Renaud, and they settled on the old Bondy home- who in their health and intelligence reflect credit
stead, where they took care of the aged parents upon their parentage.
until their decease, and this has continued to be
Mr. Bondy has always taken a lively interest
their pleasant home. l\fr. Bondy has made many in local politics, but he reserves the right to vote
substantial improvements about the old home- independently, supporting the men and measures
stead, making it still more an attractive and which seem best to him. Since August, 1893, he
comfortable home. A family of nine children has been serving as the clerk of Sandwich West,
were born to Israel Bondy and wife, and all have performing the duties in a most satisfactory
been spared to them, namely: Lauren, born at manner. Fraternally he is connected with the
the old home in 1861, married Josephine Lang- Mutual C.O.F. order of Windsor. The family
lois, of Sandwich West, and theY' reside on Lot 7, are all consistent members of the Catholic
Sandwich West, and have children; Ernest; Church, and consider its support one of the imAlexandrine, born in 1864, married Albert Ouel- perative duties of existence, giving generously
lette, of Windsor, Ont., and has one son, J oseph; and freely and reaping benefits in return.
Emma, born in 1867, r esides at home; Albert,
Mr. Bondy is a young man of scholarly
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attainments and of intellectual ability. lie is
not only esteemed and respected on account of
his honorable family, but also for his own sterling traits of character.
. SAMUEL B. GREEN, a successful grain,
seed, wool, dressed-bog and live stock dealer of
Essex, County of Essex, was born at Niagara
Falls, Sept. 24, 1857, son of Jonas S. and Laura
E. (Partington) Green, old pioneers of this
section of country.
Reuben Green, father of Jonas S., was
born in P ennsy lvania, as was al<>o his wife Mary.
They came to Canada as United Empire Loyalists, and settled at Niagara Falls among the early
pioneers of that county, and there thE>y endured
all the privations of those times. The family
moved to Canada before the war of 1812, and
several members were engaged in the several
campaigns. Reuben Green had a family of fourt een children: Reuben, deceased; George, deceased; L eonard, of Port Huron; Jonas S.;
Joseph, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Alem, residing on the homestead; Nancy, who married
Samuel Londy, and both are deceased; Abigail,
who married 1\fr. Robinson, of California; Edith,
·deceased, wife of a Mr. Pugh, of Niagara Falls;
Sarah, who married John Pugh, who died at
Lundy's Lane; Betsy, who married J ames Snyder, of the County of Welland ; Beckey, dcc<'ased,
who married James Douglas; Catherine, who
died, leaving a daughter, Mrs. )fcnzie, at Xiagara Falls; and Patty, deceased.
Jonas S. Green was born at Lundy's Lane,
near the F alls, in 1823. H e was reared in the
County of Welland, where he followed farming.
He was first married in 1847 to l\liss Mary
Thompson, daughter of Archie Thompson, one
of the pioneers of this locality, and one son,
Richard,. now a stock speculator of Chicago, was
born to this union. Later l\Jr. Green married
Laura E. Partington, who was born in England
in 1823, daughter of Rev. J osiah Partington, a
Presbyterian divine, who came to Youngstown,
New York State, when his family was young,
and there they grew to maturity. :Mrs. Green,
being· a school teacher, finally secured a school
in Canada, where she met and married Mr.
Green. They settled on his own farm, which he
had clt>ared himself, and upon which they resided, although be died in Chicago, in 1886, while
visiting his son; 1\frs. Green died in 1885. Both
were consistent · members of the Presbyterian
Church. · Three ·sons and two daughters were
born to ·them: Sarah, born in the County of

"·cnaud, married Jam(·s :\Ialone, who lin·s at
Delle River, C-ounty of l::ssex, awl has };a•l children, ::\Jary, Charles (deccnsecl ) 1uu l Ettie;
J ennie, bom in the County of Wcllaud. warri~J
Charles E. Garrett, of Windsor, Stud has thn-e
sous, Earl, Clayton and Chadt·s; .\l,·m, horn
in the County of ·welland, is a grain merchant
of Windsor, is married, and has no fn111ily; J.
!-'rank; and Samuel ll.
Samuel B. Green was born, n·aretl a111l eJu.
catcJ in the County of W ellnud. When a young
man, in 1875, he came to the County of £,.,_-;ex,
and worked for his brother Richard, who wa"
engaged in the grain business until he removed
to Chicago. Samuel D., l1owevcr, continut•d the
g1·ain business, and is now one of the larg<·!>t
merchants in his line in E sse;t.
In 1879 )lr. Green married )liss Elizabeth
Walker, of Xiagara Falls, daughter of John
Walker, of i\iagara Falls, on the American side.
)Jr. Green purchased a pleasant home iu Essex,
to which he brought his wife, and to their happy
union have been born childr<>n as follows:
Brodie D., 1880; Grace ll., 1882; Xellie B.,
1884; Samuel P., 1886; J ennie M., 1888 ; Vera
~r.. 1890; Beatrice, 1893; Alcm, who died young;
and FlorencE>, born in 1902.
J. FR.\~K GREE:::-<, born in 1863, brother
of Samuel D., gre'v up at 1\ia~ara Falls, and
came to Es.c;ex in September, 1881, whE>re he
en~nged "ith his brother in the grain trade. On
.Au~. 4, 1886, he married )liss J essie ~1. Dochstadcr, a natiYe of the County of Weiland, and
brought his young wife t o Essex: where he has
mnrlc l1iR home until the present day. Three
childr<>n have come of this congenial marriage·:
Ha7.cl, born Jan. 26, 1888; Minnie )l., January,
188!>; )far~ery E., June 4, 18!>4.
'l'h<>se Green brothers are both Reformers in
politics, although none of the family haw e\·er
sou,:rht office. These two, as well as all the
family, are Pr£'sbyterians. The GrE>Pn family
pos.~<>ss in marked d<'gree those qualities nE>cesAAry to SU<'CCss. The father and jlrnmlfather
both did well, and the sons are excellent r!'presentativcs of the prosperous dE>scendants of Cananian pioneers. Every member of the family
is r<'spected and h onored, and the succes.~ which
attt>nds their efforts is but the just reward of
untiring industry, an unnsual amount of ability
and excellent management.
,JOT1~ nRATT, who dE>partcd this life April
5, 1n02, was one of the old settlers of Amherstburg and a highly respected citizen of that place.
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He was descended from English ancestry, the
first of the family of whom there is any data
being Thomas Bratt, who was born in England,
where he followed farming, and was there married to Elizabeth Gould, also of English birth.
Their children were Joseph, Olive, Thomas,
William, John and Ann, and all of the sons
were over six f eet in height. Of them, J oseph,
the father of our subject, was the only one who
emigrated to Canada. His birth occurred in
England in 1794, and he there married Anna
:Moss, a native of England, born about 1800, who
died in 1876. In ' 1842 they located with their
family at Detroit, and for four years rented a
farm there about four miles from the city hall,
but now within the limits of the municipality.
At the expiration of the four years the father
rented a farm in Colchester South, County of
E ssex, Ont., from Mr. McCormick, and moved
his family to the new home, where they resided
for some years, thence going to Sandwich West,
where he followed farming and fishing and was
quite successful. The next change was to Colchester South, where Mr. Bratt still made his
home at the time of his death, in 1883, although
he died at the home of his son John, in Malden
township. Tiis 'vife passed away some time prior
to this date. In politics he was a Liberal, and
died firm in the faith of the Methodist Church,
of which he was a local preacher. To himself
and wife were born the following named children: Elizabeth married Dr. Hall, and both
died in England ; Thomas, a farmer, died unmarried ; John is mentioned below; Joseph~ is
deceased ; William is deceased ; George is a farmer of Malden township; Charles is a farmer of
Malden township; Hannah is the wife of William
Burnley; J ames is a resident of Amherstburg.
J ohn Bratt was born in England April 1,
1824, and was eighteen years of age when he
came to Ontario. Wben about twenty-five years
of age he started in business on his own account,
and followed farming all his life, owning much farm property in Colchester South and
Malden townships. In 1889 he went to England
on a visit, and took keen delight in visiting the
scenes of his childhood home. He made the voy~
age both ways on the steamship "New York,"
and had a most delightful trip. .After returning to Ontario he lived for a short time in Windsor, where he still owned property, bnt in 1893
he settled in Amherstburg, where he resided,
retired from active life.
In 1854 l\ir. Bratt was married t o Mary Anne
Innes, a relative of Capt. I nnes, of whom an

account is given elsewhere in this volume. 1\irs.
Bratt was born in Chatham in 1837. To her
union with :.\Ir. Bratt have come the following
children : Alfred, a farmer in Malden township,
married Elizabeth Topping, and they have two
children, Ethel win and John Edward; George,
who lives in California, married Ida Boyce, who
is now deceased, and they bad six children, Della,
John, Louisa, Mary, Wilfred and Roxy; Miss
Emma resides in California, where she is a
governess; Louisa married Albert Golden, and
has four children, Percy, Mildred, :Myrtle and
Cecil ; John Edward is deceased; Annie is deceased; Ida is at home; Ellen is deceased;
Edmund is deceased. Mr. Bratt was a consistent
member of the Methodist Church, and t ook an
active part in its good work. In politics he was
a Liberal, and !'erved as deputy reeve of Colchester South and as assessor of his township for
two years. He was a man of high principles and
uprightness of life, and at the end could look
back with pride upon an unblemished record,
both as a public official and a private citizen, in
whose death Amherstburg lost one of her most
highly esteemed residents.
SQUIRE LORENZO HICKSON, a well
known farmer, citizen and justice of the peace,
in 1\fersea township, County of E ssex, is a native
of the t ownship, where he was born amid pioneer
surroundings. He is a self-made, self-educated
man, who has wrested success from difficult conditions and adverse circumstances.
Joseph Hickson, father of Squire Lorenzo,
was born in Lincolnshire, England, where he
spent his boyhood, leaving home when a young
man to try his fortune in the New World. He
came over in a sailing vessel, the voyage occupying eight or ten weeks, and landed in New York,
where he remained for some time. Later he went
to Vermont, where he married Wealthy Davis,
and soon after brought his bride to Canada,
settling in Mersea t ownship in 1836. He bought
a tract of 200 acres from the Col Talbot grant,
on Talbot street, at twelve shillings an acre, and
settled down to farming in the 'vilderness. He
built a small log house, and began clearing the
farm, he and his young wife being subjected to
all the rigors of pioneer life; their nearest town
or market was seventy miles away through the
forest, and their means of transportation, an ox
team. Mr. Hickson spent the remainder of
life on this farm, which he and his sons, as they
grew up, cleared and brought into a high state
of cultivation. A frame house replaced the origi-
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nal log cabin, and the pioneer becarue a successful general farmer; one of his best crops was
tobacco, of which he was one of the first growers
in that part of the country. lie died on the
farm, at the age of eighty-five, and was buried
in the cemetery near Wheatley. In politics he
always supported the Reform party, of which
he was a loyal adherent, and among the first of
that party in Mersea township. Although a man
of but limited education, he wa:i well read, and
of excellent judgment, one who was widely
known and highly respected, and who did his
whole duty in his home, in his business, and in
public affairs. He was a member of the :\Iethodist Church, and one of the organizers of that
church in his part of the county. His faithful
wife, who shared with him all the trials and privations of pioneer life, 'vas a member of the Baptist Church. They were both t rue Christians,
and gave their children the best of Christian
homes and training. Mrs. Hickson died on the
farm at the age of seventy-five, and is buried
beside her husband. They had three children,
as follows: Lorenzo, who is mentioned below;
Adeline, who married William Hatt, and lives
in 1\Iersea township ; and Hiram, w'ho lives on
the home farm.
Lorenzo Hickson was born on the farm on
Talbot street, July 22, 1838, and there grew up,
attending the little log school house, with wooden
benches, in 1\Iersea township, from four to six
months in the year. This school was maintained
by subscriptions, from the settlers, but Lorenzo
had small opportunity of attending, his help
being needed on the farm. llis lack of schooling, however, has been supplemented by keen
observation and much reading, and he is a man
of intelligence, sound judgment and wide information. Until he was eighteen he remained on
the home farm, assisting his father in its management, and then went to 1\forpeth, Romney
township, County of Kent, to learn the trade of
wheelwright. He spent three years in 1\Iorpeth,
learning his trade with Charles Shaw, and then
returned home. His father offered to set him
up in the wagon-making business in L eamington,
then a small village, or to give him 100 acres of
land adjoining the home f arm. He chose the
latter, preferring the life of a farmer to that of
any other, and at once settled on the tract which
is now known as Lot No. 221, Talbot street
South. Twelve acres of the land was cleared,
and there he put up a log house, 18 x 24 feet in
dimensions, consisting of two rooms, to which be
brought his young wife. Tie then began to clear

the n•ruaintler of the farm, auJ by IIIU\:U LarJ
work uutl untla:;gin; llPI'licatiuu bruugbt it into
a high state of culti\·ation, bccuruiu:; ouc of th•.·
rnust successful f_armcrs of the rq~iou. He Lai
!milt a fine frame uwclliug iu t•lacc CJf th~ olcl
lo:; house, put up substautial barns anJ oth<·r
fnnn builJiogs, anJ acquired lllUch aJ,lit ioual
lnntl. lie is now the owner of 100 acres at the
Four Corners, 100 acr·cs in Lot l G, Cl)nc•·s.-.iou 1.
fifty acr<'s in Concession 8, ci~b ty ac·rL-s in LCJt :;,
Homncy township, County of Kent, and thirtysix acres adjoining the horuestcad, all of which
arc under culti\"ation, some of it under the cart!
of his sons. Squire Hickson has bccu eug-aged in farming for himself for ncar!~· fortyfh·e yenr·s, forty-two of which he has bc<'n a tohacco :;rowrr, nnd stock raiser. He is one of the
lnrgl'st lanc.lowncrs in the township.
On Sept. 2:."!, 18j!), Squire Hickson married,
in )f<'rsca township, Ruth Coulter, daughter of
the late Charles Coulter. She is a woman of
<lom<'stic tnst<'s. and is devoted to her home and
family. She shar<'d all the trials of the pioneer
life with h<'r hushar11l in their <'arly married
days, and is now enjoying- some 'vell earned case
surrounded by h(•r <'hildren and g-randchildren.
~he ani\ hf'r husband nrc mcmhrrs
the naptist
Chur<'h at \\"h<'atley, of which the Squire is a
trustee. The tw<'l \'1? children born to this union
were as follows: (1) .Joseph, a f armer in Mersl'a township, married Sadie D<>an. ( 2) Orzilla
married William J.ounsbury of )fersea township,
nnd they have nine <'hildr<>n. (3) Leonard, who
is nlso a farm<'r of :\ferscn, marrit"'d :\'ellie Stockwell, and thf'y haYe fh·e children. ( 4) Elizabrth,
who marrif'd ""esh'y Coals, of ~fersea, has three
<'hildr<>n. ( 5) .\mdia, who married William
Wales, of "!\tersea, has three children. (6) Charles, who is a farmer of )[ersea, married ..:\lice
C:etty, and hM two children. (7) William, also
a farmer of )tersea, married Oric Bunning. (8)
Robert. who lh·es in Pontiac, Michigan. married
Yiola Keys, and has two children. (9) Eva married .Joseph Imrrson, of Mersea. (10) "!\filton,
and (11) Guruon lh·e at home. (12) James,
also at home. married J,illie Doan. .-\11 the
family are well-to-do. having received a fine start
from their parents. They also r<'fl<'ct great cr<'dit
upon their father and mother, who reared them
carefully under the best Christian influences,
and have their reward in a family of men and
women of fine character.
Squire lliekson has battled successfully with
the wilderness, and may well be proud of his
success, when he looks back from his present
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broad, well-cultivated acres, to the little log cabin
in the clearing, where he and his brave young
wife began their life together. In public, as
well as in his private affairs, he has been successful, and has an enviable reputation as justice
of the peace. He has filled that position since
his appointment in 1888, with general satisfaction, meting out justice with an even hand and
sound judgment, his decisions invariably being
sustained by the higher courts. Like his father,
he has always been a member of the Liberal
party in politics, and has been for some time one
of the township council. In his habits and temperament he is domestic, devoted to his home
and family, for whom he spares no pains. His
children, who are all well settled, are his chief
pride, and the best part of his success.
EDWARD S. IRWIN, a prosperous farmer
of Gosfield North, Concession 9, Lot 25, has long
been a prominent figure in township affairs, and
. has seen many years' service as a councilman.
He was born in Mersea township, County of
Essex, Ont., June 14, 1849, son of George and
Sarah E. (French) Irwin, who lived on a farm
there on Concession 7. His maternal greatgrandfather was Rev;. Nicholas French, who
came originally from England, lived first in
Vermont, and went thence to the County of Oxford, Ont., about the close of the Revolution.
'l'here his son, Edmund French, 'vas born and
there, too, the latter's daughter, Mrs. Irwin,
whose birth occurred Feb. 11, 1824. John Irwin,
the paternal grandfather, was born in Ireland
and died there. All of his children came to
America. His family, all deceased, were as follows: William, a farmer of Mersea; Thomas, a
farmer in Wisconsin, where he left a family;
J oseph, who lived with his family on a farm in
Maidstone ; Maria, who married Jacob Fox, of
Mersea, and left children; James, who was
drowned in Michigan; and George.
George Irwin was born in County Armagh,
I reland, in 1809, and was reared and educated
in that country. He came to Essex in 1835, and
settled in the woods on land drawn from Col.
Talbot. I n time he developed the place into a .
fine farm, and his widow still makes her home
there. Mr. Irwin's death occurred in 1881. He
belonged to the Church of England, and his wife
was a Baptist. Ten children were born to George
and Sarah Irwin, as follows: (1) John, who
married Miss Hilda Ralston, has a large family
and lives on the homestead. (2) James, unmarried, is a lumberman in Otsego, Michigan.

(3) George, born in 1853, married 1\Iiss Eliza
Ryall, has one son, Charles, and is a retired
farmer of Leamington. (4) William, born in
1856, married Miss Elizabeth Ryall, of the
County of Essex, and resides in Leamington.
(5) Eli, (6) Sarah and (7) Clarissa, all died
young. (8) Samuel, a farmer in .l\1ersea, married Miss Eliza Gulliver, of Mersea, and they
have one daughter, :Myrtle. (9) Joseph, who
married Miss Edna Ryall, of Gosfield, lives on
a farm in Mersea, with his six children, Sarah,
Ezra, George, Charles, Albert and Maud. (10)
Edward S. is the subject proper of this sketch.
Edward S. Irwin grew up on the old homestead, working ·on the farm and going to the
district school. He continued to work on the
farm until 1872, when he married and removed
to a farm in Gosfield North, Concession 10.
After four years there he bought his present
farm on Concession 9.
.Mrs. I rwin was a. Miss Linda C. Whittle,
born in :Mersea June 1, 1853. Her parents were
Aaron and Susan (Reve) Whittle,. born in the
County of Essex and Romney, Ont., respectively.
Both are now deceased, and of their children,
only .Mrs. Irwin, and a son, George, on the home
place, are still living. To 1\Ir. and Mrs. Irwin
only one child has come, a daughter, named
Edna, who was• born :May 15, 1875. She is the
wife of Eli Cowles, an engineer on the Michigan
Central Railroad, lives in St. Thomas, and has
two children, Thomas E . and Joseph W.
Both Mr. and :Mrs. Irwin were brought up in
the Church of England. Politically he has
always been a Conservative, and has been promi~
nent in the councils of the party. In 1883 he
was elected councillor for Old Gosfield, and
served ten years consecutively, while in 1903 he
was again chosen for the office. He has also been
secretary and treasurer of the school board for
several years. In fraternal life he is a member
of the Orangemen, in Mersea Lodge. 1\!r. Irwin
comes of an old pioneer family, most favorably
known in :Mersea, where they have always been
highly respected and in prosperous circumstances, and 1\fr. Irwin is a worthy representative of his line.
ALBERT LAFFERTY, county councillor of
the County of Essex, and a prominent farmer
located in Sandwich West, was born there, June
6, 1873, the second son of Louis and Anna ( Caldwell) LaFferty, of old pioneer families of that
township.
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Antoine LaFferty, grandfather of Albert, was
stcac.l, aml was all'cml~cl f'X I't•lh·ut i·dm·ational
n son of a F'rench emigrant who came from
nu\'nntagcs. Afl<>r ~··ac.luatiu~ with cn·tl it, in
France prior to the Revolutionary War in the
189G, at the Coll<:>giate 111stit utc nt Wiuols11r, ho?
States, and settled in 1\Iichigau, members of his
taug-ht school for till'(.'~ y<-ar~ in the Goullly of
family clearing and owning part of the land
Eiisex, and then cnt cr cJ the T oronto l·ni\'•·r-:-it_,..
which is the present site of the city of Dt>tt·oit.
from which he was callcll in l !lO:!, by th" d··atlt
.Antoine LaFfe1ty, ·who was a sou of Antoine, purof his father. H e immE'c.liatt·ly assuntf'•l t·la:~ r~··
chased land from a l\lr. Bufore, pt·ior to the war , of all'nirs, nml <>ntered upon tit~• wnBal!•·ntt·nt «•i
of 1812, and there Louis I.;aFferty was born, and
the home farm. lie was a school trustH'. l•ut
there Antoine, the granufather, uied in 18GO,
t'C'si~llt'd in l!lO:J, wh<'n he wns elect<'• I t•unut ~
aged eighty-fout· years, his widow, Phyllis nourt'Ouncillor hy I he largest vote ('\'('r p(•IJrd in t h•·
assa in her maidenhood, dying at the same age
County of Essex, a ~rand t <·stimonial to th•• hid•
in 1877. They left a family of two sons and OIIC I'St('(•m in which he is heltl hy his ft•llow 1·it izo·lh.
Jle is a memb('r of th<' Forcstt•rs. :'\lr. l.n Ffo·rt_,.
daughter, viz.: Louis; Samuel, who died a r•·ospos...,o•!>.-;es all thP qualifications for a Inn!: atttl
perous farmer of Anderdon township, l~aving a
ust•fullifc, nnd he is a worthy rcprr-s<'ntatiw of
family; and Julia, who married the late Mathew
Adam, one of the pioneer school teachers of this
honorable pion('(•r farmers -the L n Fft•t·t~·s. tlt•'
Cahlwclls nnd the ,Johustons, who han> hf't>ll
section, and she and her children reside on his
farm in Sandwich West.
amon~ the makers of history in this part of th~
Louis LaFferty, father of our subject and the
Dominion.
eldest son of Antoine and Phyllis, was born on
Captain William CalJwell, mnt<'r·nal !!randfa ther of Albert J;aFferty, was b()rn in lii'~. n
·the present family homestead, Xov. 18, 1827. H e
son of Col. John Caldwell, who was a Hrit i h
settled there and purchased additional and adofficer during the Re\'olution and Ji\'('d and c.li(·d
j oining land until he owned 300 acres at tl1e time
at .Amherstburg. Col. ,John Cahlwell ldt fh·~ 
of his death, Feb. 25, 1902. In July, 1870, he
married Anna Caldwell, daughter of Capt: sons and thr ee dau!!ht<'l·s. ns follows : Frank
Cald\\·ell, deceased, a distin~uishrtl memb•·r of
William and Ruth ( Johnston ) Caldwell, the
for mer being an early settler at Amherstburg,
Parliament; James and Willinm, farmcr·s of the
County of Ess<'x ; 'fhomas, a sun-<:>yor; John,
where he reared his family. Louis L aFferty and
a farmer in the Count,,· of Essex; Susan, wife
wife settled on the old homestead, and there he
of Capt. Hunt, of .\ mherstbnrg; Fauny. who
spent the g reater part of his life. His interests
died unmarr ied; Betsey, wife of James Ca,·il,
were mainly centered in agriculture, and in the
who for many years was postmaster at Amherstimprovement of his large estate. In 1898 he
bu rgo.
erected a handsome, modern residence, and in
Cnptain Willinm CnlJ''"<'ll s<'ttl<:>tl in )Jald<'n
this home his death took place Feb. 25, 1902.
township, on Lake Erie, after the war of 181!:!,
:i\Ir. LaFferty was one of the leaders of the Conin which he had taken par·t, and for ~allllnt s~r·
servative party in this locality, and for tw<'nty
vic<:> r <'e<'ind from the English Go\·crnment n
years he ably served as reeve of Sandwich West,
grant of GOO a er<:>s of land. This land he imand for twenty-five years was a valued member
pro\'<'d, nnd thus secured j!ood hom('s for hims,•lf
of the council. lie was a man of the bight?st
and children. After a life of prominence and
integrity, and he held the love and esteem of all
usefulness, he died in 1872 nt his hom('. H i.;;
who knew him, while his excellent judgment
wife, Ruth .Jolmston. who wns horn nt Chntham,
made him a most efficient public official. In religion he was a devout member of the Roman
County of Kent, in 1806, dnnl!hter of Jonathan
Johnston, died in 1860. Both William Cnl•lwell
Catholic Church, and was liberal in his assistand wife were consistent memh<'rs of the Roman
ance in furthering her charities and extending
Catholic Church. They left a family of ~ven
her influence. The four children born to L ouis
LaFferty and wife were: William, born in 1871, dnughtrrs, namely: Susnn. wl10 mnrril'd .Tohn
Dray of An<lerdon township, ancl both are degraduated at the Assumption school at Sandcens<'d; Ther('Sa, decN1scd wife of ~\lh<:>t1 Le
wich, where he taught one year, then studied
Pain, of Sandwich W est town!'hip: ~[nri<' .-\.,
pharmacy, and he is now employed in one of the
who married A. Mornn. of .Amhersthnrt!'. and
largest drug stores in Detroit; Albert; Adaline,
both are deceased, snrvh·ed hy two ch ihlr<'n;
born in 1877, <lied in 1899; and Anna Bell, born
Jnnl', widow of Dominick ) farent<>tt<'. of :\falin 1875, r emAins at home.
den ; Philome, widow of J ohu )lcTirid <>,
the
Albert LaFferty was reared on th<> ohl hom<'-

or

40

-A

626

CO~Il\fEl\IORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

County of Essex, and the mother or three children; ....1deline, who died in young womanhood;
and Anna, who manied Louis LaFferty.

' .

: ·1 i
.

J

: .Jl
.'

;: I

., 'I

:11
'

; ; I

:!

. ·: ,.
; .~I

~ !
'I

:;

J!

:i
I

I I

; '

l'

I

.

··I

· ...' I:
'

1'1!01\!AS COOKE was at the time of his
death a. prosperous and highly respected farmer
of Colchester North, living along the Malden
Road, at the town line, on the place now occupied by his widow.
Mr. Cooke was born in J u1y, 1846, a son of
Thomas and Jane Cooke, who came f1·om England and settled in County Carleton, Ont. In
1872 he married Jane Donley, who was born in
Carleton County, Nov. 15, 1848, a daughter of
Edward and Margaret Donley, natives of Ireland, who came to Canada when young. '£hey
were married and settled in Carleton, where the
father led the life of a farmer until his death,
in 1893. His wife passed away in 1855. The
following children were born to them : II ugh,
who lives on the old homestead, is married and
has three children, Lula, Fleeta and Clifford;
Jane !s the widow of Thomas Cooke; Annie married Charles 1\:t'cVee, of Montana, and has two
sons, Delmar and Verne; Elizabeth married
Alfred Robinson, and has two children, Millie
and Bower; Bella married Robert Moor, of
County Oxford, and has two sons; 1\laggie mar. ried George llurley (they have no children);
Charlotte married James Paddon, of County
Carleton, and has two sons, Mansel and Norman.
Jane, Mrs. Cooke, was reared to womanhood in
Carleton, where she received a fair education.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cooke
settled near the home of his father, where they
remained until 1891, in which year the present
home was purchased. At that time there had
been but few improvements made upon the farm,
but he rebuilt the house, in 1894 erected a large
barn, and made many other desirable improvements before his death, which unhappy event
took place Dec. 12, 1894. In his religious belief
Mr. Cooke was a consistent member of the
Church of England, and he was an officer in the
church. His political opinions made him a Conservative. While a resident of County Carleton
he served as a member of the school board and
council for a number of years, and was always
prominent in local affairs. The following children were born to himself and wife: l\faggie,
born in County Carleton, married Isaac Kay, a
farmer of :Maidstone township, Essex County
(they have no children) ; Ernest, born in County
Carleton, is unmarried and resides with his
mother, managing the farm; Hugh, born in

County Carleton, studied at the Essex high
school, fot~ three years was a teacher at Woodslee, County Essex, and is now a student in his
third year at the Toronto University, preparing
for the practice of medicine; the youngest o£
the family, Clara D., born in County Carleton,
has been finely educated, and is one of the home
circle.
Thomas Cooke was the eldest son in his
father's family, and the only one who removed
to County Essex, where, although not long a
resident before his death, he made many friends,
by whom he was deeply mourned. He was a man
who inspired trust and confidence, and he was
often called upon to represent the people io
various positions of public preferment. In private life he was a genial, courteous gentleman,
an excellent farmer and a kind-hearted and
stanch friend, who cou1d be counted upon. In
all of his enterprises he had the firm and ready
co-operation of 1\frs. Cooke, who p ossesses an
unusual degree of business ability. When his
life ended 1\lr. Cooke left behind him a good
re·cord, both as a man and a public official, and
died firm in the faith of his church, his loss being
felt in religious circles as well as among his business and social associates. His wido\v and cbil.
dren were left in very comfortable circum.
stances, and they arc important factors in the
life of their locality, where they stand very high
in public opinion.
WILLI AM L. STOTTS, a retired farmer of
Gosfield South, on the Talbot Road, was born in
Little York, which is now Toronto, Ont., Aug.
22, 1814, and passed all his early life in that
section of the country. His parents 'vere both
natives of the United States, John Stotts, the
father, having been born near Pittsburg, Penn·
sylvania, and his wife Nancy (Press) Stotts, in
Rochester, New York.
The maternal grandfather , Samuel Press, left
New York for Lower Canada, at a very early
day, with the United Empire Loyalists. Philip
Stotts, the paternal grandfather, born in Ger.
many, was stolen from his parents when a child,
and later brought as cook on an English war
vessel to Boston, previous to the Revolution. His
brother, Cooper Stotts, who bad shared the same
fate, was separated from Philip at Boston, and
the two did not meet again till years after the
close of the war, when they were reunited at
Broadville, near Kingston, Canada. Thereafter
they both settled as farmers in Pickering town.
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ship, County of York, where they passed the
l!nnuniJI, of ::\lark ham, "h,, \1 as J,.,,.ll in t h·•
remainder of their lives.
County of \Yculworth, iu 1 ~41.;. To t lti.~ l a ~ t
J ohn Stotts, father of William L., marricu m:tniage a tl:ur:.:hl <'t' :ltal a son !tar,• 1..-,·n t ... r n.
and settled on his father's ~arm in l'ickerins Wilhelminn, born in the Ct•twty uf Y"rk in 1.-:--\:l,
township. He left a family of five children, us :.!I'Cw up nt the pn·scut hcnut•, \Ia.. t.··llt ''' th·•
follows: Philip, who settled in the County of d istrict sehool nud to the E:.,.<'x l•igh S~:" h•A .J, anJ
York, and died there a f ew yeat·s ago, leaving a
is a brig-ht ami kcholarly ycHtrl~ lady. ,J• ·hu,
family; W illiam L.; P eter, who remained for
born in 18S.i, lllls chat·gc of tile farm.
a while after his marriage in the County of York,
l'olitically )lr. Stotts ltas always 1... ·<'11 id··nti·
and then moved to Petrolea, Ont., where he died
ficJ. with the ]{cfonn party. Whil,, Ji,· i n ~ at
leaving three children; Ellen, who marl'ied J ohn
::\farldtnm l1e s.ct·vt•ll 11s trustee of th•• "'·hools,
Kennedy, and died near •roronto, leaving a
and has lwhl a sim ilar positiou in (;• l~»fi,·l•l . F or
family; Jemima, who married Patrick Seymore, a number of y rars he has been a jud~\' of the
later r emoved with him. and their chilc.ll'cn to Al!t·icultural Fair of Es!;CX, and hold..; l•a·l~4.'s
Petrolea, and there died.
of honor for his services in that capM·ity. ::\Irs.
William L. Stotts grew up on the homestead Stotts, who is of English parentage, is a ull•mber
r eceiving a limited education. When only fifteen of the Church of England, but her husha nJ. hM
years old he took up the trade of painting and always fill eel n promioeut place in the ::\h·1hotlist
chairmaking, thus enabling him to get a start in
Church. ::\lr. Stotts, while eighty-nitll' ~·ears
life. After marriage he settled on a farm at oltl, is e,·en yet a splendid physical sp<>cirnt' n of
1\farkham, County of York, and remained there manhoo1l, !lix: f eet in height, straight and active,
until 1885, when he sold out and moved to Gas- anJ. while not the giant of strength that he was
field in the County of Essex. He purchased the in his earlier year:S, is still one of the strongest
Zenas Malotte farm of 150 acres, on Talbot Road, mt.!n in Canada. Intellectually and morally he
which has continued to be his home to the pre- is also powerful ; hi$ mind is as clear anti bright
sent day.
11s ever, and few mrn are better informed on .all
Mr. Stotts was first married, in 1842, to Miss current e\·ents, while his honesty and integrity
Eliza Clarey, of the County of York, who was of purpose, to~cther with his kindly nature, han•
born in New York State, daughter of Henry ever enc.lear<'ll him to all with whom he hns beP.n
Clarey. Mrs. Stotts died at Markham, in Nov- associated. Throughout his long life he has bC('o
constant in his industry, and by his honorable
ember, 1876. She was the mother of the following five children: (1) J ames, born in 1846, mar- toil bas won the wealth which now enables him
ried a Miss Hunter of Canada, resides in Pon- to pass his last years free from cnre or effort.
tiac, Michigan, and has a family of six children,
Joanna, Leslie, Wellington, Burton, Mariah and
GEORGE TIIORNTO~, a prosperous retired
Eva. (2) Mariah, born in 1848, died at the farmer of Essex, County Essex. was born in
present home, unmarried. (3) H enry, born
Gosfield township, this count y, F«.>b. 10, 1834,
in 1849, married a Miss Mary Ebie, lives in Pon· son of Richard and E sther (IIarri~n) Thornton,
tiac, 1\iichigan, and has t wo children, Laura and who were among the first settlers of Gos·flelJ.
Richard Thornton was born in Yorkshire,
Henry. (4) Jane, born in 1852, the wife of
J. C. Morris, who resides in the County of York, England, while his wife was born in the city
has eight children, Annie, Louise, Carmen, 1\raud, of Philadelphia, where they m<'t and married.
D elos, Pearl, Francis and Orpba. (5) Welling- AftE-r t heir marriage they resid<'d in Pbiladdton, born in 1854, from boyhood has studied on phia some yE'ars, cn~aged in fanning near the
the violin, is one of the instructors of music in city, and there four of their cl•ildren W<'r e born.
They then came to Canada. ahout 1822, and
that section and is considered one of the finest
musicians of Canada. Wellington Stotts mar- s<.'ttled for a few years in l\lers<'a, n<'ar where
ried Miss Ruby Bruner, of Gosfield, and r esides TJeamin~on now stands, then rE'moving to Goson a part of his father's homestead; he has three field, where Mr. Thornton rt>ceh·ed a g['ant of
children, Murray, Lottie and Pearl. Mr. Stotts land throu~h Col. Talbot. l'pon it he st11rted
life as a pioneer in a little log cabin in the
has lived to number eight great-grandchildren
woods. In time he cleared up a lar~<> farm, prior
among his descendants.
In 1877, at H amilton, Ont., Mr. Stotts mar- to his death O\vnin~ 500 a<'res of latHl in one
ried for his second wife Miss Lizzie H ammill, body. His wife died at their home in 1874, RnJ.
he in 1Si9. They were among the curly fonnd•'rs
daughter of the late Capt. R. and 1\lary (Smith)
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of the English Church in this locality, and are
still remembered for their many good and kindly
deeds. 'l' hey were the parents of ten children,
of whom but two survive: (1) Ann, born in
Pennsylvania, now deceased, married John
Wittle, who settled and died in Gosfield; they
left a family. (2) Thomas, born in Pennsylvania, was reared in Gosficld and married :Miss
Almyra I.atam; they settled in Gosfield, where
he died leaving a family. (3) Harrison, born
in Pennsylvania, married Mary Jones, who survives him and lives in Gosfield; they had a
family. (4 ) Eliza, born in Pennsylvania, now
deceased, married Solomon Wigle, who settled
and died in Gosfield, leaving a family. (5) Jane,
born in Canada, now deceased, married George
Wigle, now also deceased, who settled in Colchester North; they left a family. ( 6) Caroline, born in Canada, married Benjamin Dale,
who resided for some years in Gosfield before
moving to Texas, where they still reside; they
have a family of eight children. (7 ) George is
mentioned below. (8) I saac, born in Gosfield,
there gre\v to manhood and married Emma King,
and they settled on one of the farms given him
by his father, where he died leaving a family.
(9) Mary, born in Gosfield, married John Fulmer, who resides in Gosfi.eld, and she died leaving a family. (10) Esther, born in Gosfield,
now deceased, married John Robinson, who
settled and died in Maidstone; she left a family.
George Thornton obtained his early education in the district schools of 1\faidstone and
Gosfield. When a young man he learned the
trade of carpenter, at which he was engaged as
a contractor and builder. On May 21, 1862, he
married Miss Emily Jane Fulmer, who was born
in Colchester in 1845, daughter of George and
Elizabeth (Moody) Fulmer. George Fulmer was
born in 1\Iersca, Canada, and his f athE.>r, John
Fulmer, came from Pennsylvania, being one of
the United, Empire Loyalists who migrated to
Canada during Revolutionary troubles.
After their marriage 1\Ir. and Mrs. Thornton
settled in Gosfield, residing there until 1886,
with the exception of one year when they lived
in Mount Clemens, Michigan. I n 1886 they purchased a farm in the town of Essex, but a few
years ago he purchased the present home on
Brien avenue, where he lives retired. Of the
children born to Mr. and :Mrs. Thornton six
reached maturity: Florence E . V., born in Gos.ficld in July, 1863, died at the Gosfield liome
when she was a young lady; Sylvester, born ·in
1867, died in November, 1899; Iona L., born in
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1865, married John G. Kolfage, who resides in
Essex town (they have three children, Gerald,
Beulah and H erman ) ; Lillie S., born in January, 1869, married Francis ThQmas, who resides
in Anderdon t ownship, County E ssex, and they
have two children, Florence and Mildred E. ;
Lauretta A., born iu 1875, married William
Conklin of Kingsville, County Essex, and they
have one daughter, Lucile; Oscar Leroy, born
in 1879, is unmarried and residing with his
parents.
'rhe religious doctrines of 1\fr. Thornton and
family are those of the Church of England, they
being consistent members of that body. Politically Mr. Thornton has always been identified
with the Conservative party. He bas never
aspired to office. His father was a member of
the county council, and during the Rebellion of
1837-38 was a brave and gallant soldier. Our
subject is one of the veterans of the North Ridge
Rifles, organized in 1862 during the American
war, and served five years in that body, which
was called into service in the Rebellion in 1866.
The only surviving son of Richard and Esther
Thornton, first settlers of Gosfield township, Mr.
Tlwrnton has lived to see many changes effected.
All of the members of that family became prosperous, and bore their part in the upbuilding
and development of the county. A f ew years
ago 1\fr. Thornton retired from active life, and
is now enjoying a well earned repose, surrounded
by the comforts his honest and steadfast labor
bas obtained. Very naturally be is ranked among
the representative men of Essex town, as well
as of the county, and his advice is sought, both
as a practical farmer and loyal citizen, and those
who follow it seldom have cause to regret their
action. Long experience and careful observation
have taught him that there is only one way and
that the right one, the one pointed out by every
precept of honor and sense of justice.
. CAPT. JOHN T. HUTTON, one of the oldest
mariners of the Great Lakes and a stockholder
in the steamer " J ohn Oads" (which he once
sailed ), a grain vessel plying between Chicago,
Duluth and Buffalo, has been a resident of
County Essex since 1851, coming to Ontario at
the age of t en years, and since the age of twelve
has been almost continuously on the water.
The Hutton family is of English extraction
and the Captain's father, John Hutton, was born·
in ..England and lived to the age of ninety-nine
years and seven months, passing away at Amherstburg. I n England, in 1838, John Hutton
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married Catherine Campbell, who was born in ' boat load of grain C\'Cr snipprc.l (rom \\'a,hlmru,
\\.isconsin, on the "John ~ h aw," in t11w o( the
1812, in Ireland. John Hutton was a soldier in
the English army and came in 1838 to Ontario, steamer ".Ann Smith."
.A lthough the main part 11f Capt. ll utton 's
very soon after his marriage, to t ake part in t he
life has been spent on the watl'r. }~o• lll:tdo• a nry
Rebellion of 1837-38. He first located in Toronto, but soon after removed to London. After
valiant 1>olJicr at the time ?£ t
F'·niau Haid,
a service of twenty-one years he was honorably
as a member of the Brocknll~· \ olunt•••·rs. H e
ltclon:;,rs to the fratrrnn 1 ~ict i•·s e>£ Chol>l'n
discharged from the army and in 1851 settled
on Bois Blanc I sland. Later he moYed to Am- Friends, the Shipmast<'rs' ..-\s-;n•·iatiou nnol ti.Je
A.O.U.,V., in all of which he is a v;duo·•l mewLcr .
herstburg, where he lived r etired, a pensioner,
until his death. Doth he and wife belongE>d to
In 1871 Capt. llutton was marric• l to ~t is.<~
~r ary ) lc·loche, and childr<'n as fnll•)ws haw bt•C'u
the Catholic Church. In politics he was a Conhorn to this union, namely: Laura, wif<' of Dr.
servative. The following children were boru
to J ohn H utton and ·wife: Elizabeth, wife of • G. G. Hackett, of Detroit; Lillian, wift• of Jam<'-"~
Capt. David Gerardin, of .Amherstburg; Kate, 1 S. Cook, of Rochester, !\ew York; l'arkt•r. whose
tll•ath at the age of ei~ht<'cn r cmon!tl a lJr illiant
wife of J. D. Gibb, of :Malden township; Rosa,
young man; and l\lilton, who sails with his
deceased; and J ohn T., of this sketch.
fath er, a resident of .Amherstburg. 'The religious
Capt. J ohn .T. Hutton was born in 1849 at
B rookville, Ont., and attended school at .Am- connection of t he family is with the Roman Cath·
herstburg, h is books being put aside at the age olic Church.
of twelve years, since which time Capt. Hutton
.AXDREW J.ACKSOX, a farmE>r of Gosficltl
has been a student in the school of experience.
H e naturally drifted to the water and his first Xorth, on Concession 10, Lot 19, has bt>en a
r csiJcnt of the County of F.ssex since 18!>5, un,l
engagement was on the scow "Idea," shipping
brick from D etroit to Amherstburg. This was in that brief period he l1as won A host of frienJs
in 1861, and his services brought $4 per month.
by his genial nature and unaff<'cted manlines.-..
The family o riginally scttl<'d in the l:nit1'1l
His next position was as mess boy on the revenue
cutter "Floyd," where he remained two years, States, but three gE>ncrations have lived in <.:nnand he was then ''boy'' on t he schooner'' Drick,' '
ada. .\ odrew J ackson was born in Grimsh\',
County of Nia~ara, Ont., ~larch 2, I SH .
·
then on the "Narragansett," under Capt. John
Hackett. F rom tnis vessel he went before the
Alexander J ackson, his p aternal ~randfatltc·r,
came to Canada during- the Revolution, and wa<~
roast on the schooner " J ohnston, " and in the
known as a United Empire Loyalist. H is hom'!
fall of 1864 went to sea from New Orleans on a
v essel plying between that city and 1\Iobile. Here had been in Pennsyh·ania. H e located first iu
h e r emained two years and then returMd to the
the County of Niagara, but l:rt<'r wE>nt with hi,:
lakes as second mate on a boat with which he
sons to Kent, and settled in H oward townl'hip,
remained two years. Tie t hen served as mate on
ncar ~Iorpeth . Of his family, Smith, the eldest
"The Jane Bell" for two years. In 1811 he son, was a f anner in :\Iorpeth for some y<'a rs,
sailed on "The Eagle W ing," with '~hich he but later returned to Pennsyh'ania and there
continued until 1874, after which be sailed the died. William was the f athE>r of onr &ubjcct .
Andre\v C. r esided near ~forpetb for some t ime,
schooner "John Wesley " until 1877, when he
transferred to the steamer "Ann Smith," which b ut is now living r etired ncar London, Ont.
Willison, born in the County of Xia_!!ara. was a
be sailed for eight years. One year he sailed
f armer in IIoward, but is now li,·ingo tC'tirl'\l in
the "B. W. B lanchard " and then spent four
y ears on the ''1\'Iinneapolis. '' F rom this position Toronto. Mary A., deceased wife of J nm<'s DowCapt. Hntton took charge of the steamer "A. A.
ney, died at her home near Rid~etown, County
P arker" for ten years, and then transferred to of Kent, leaving four child ren, ·william, 1\Iartha,
the "Yosemite," which he sailed two years, at I saac and Andre\v.
W illiam Jackson, father of Andre,~, was born
the end of that t ime taking his present position
in the County of Niagara in 1820; his wife,
on the steamer "City of Paris."
The fact that Capt. Hutton bas been with one Sarah (Carrow), was born in Simcoe, Ont ., in
firm, that of A. A. P arker & Bro., of Detroit, for 1824. They settled on a farm in t he former
a period of t wenty-six years, is excellent proof cou nty, and there Mrs. Jackson died in 1850.
.of his capacity and efficiency as a mar iner and Later her husband moved to H oward, County
of K ent, and bought a fann, on which he lived
h is integrity as a man. In 1878 be took the first
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until his death in 1886. lie married again, but
had no children by his second wife. lie was an
ardent Methodist and a great church worker.
P olitically he was a. Reformer. The children
born to William and Sarah Jackson were: (1)
George, born in the County of Niagara, married
Phoebe Sterling, of Howard. He was a hotel
keeper at Vienna, aud then in Windsor, whe;·e
he died in 1900. H is four children were : Cecil,
Walter, Norman and Cora, all of Windsor. (2)
Mary, late wife of Henry Gillam, lived at Princeton, Ont. She had a son and a daughter, J oshua
and Martha. (3) Betsey was the wife of Adam
Bennett, who moved to 1\lichigan, where his wife
died. (4) J oseph, unmarried, lives in Uladwin
County, Michigan. (5) J ohn died when a young
man. (6) Amanda is the wife of Samuel Francis, of H oughton Center, and the mother of
William, Edwin, Hannah, Herbert and Jane.
(7 ) l\lercy married :Martin Wood, of Gladwin
County, Michigan, where she died, leaving five
children, George, James, Sarah A., Amanda and
Maud. (8) Andrew, our subject, is the youngest.
Andrew Jackson acquired most of his education in H oward, and remained there on the
home farm until he was twenty-one. The next
year he married, and has since been occupied in
buying one farm after another, developing it and
then disposing of it advantageously. lie began
on the J ewell farm, near the lake in Howard,
where he erected a good house and barn, made
extensive improvements and lived until 1876.
In that year he moved to the Shippy farm, the
property of his wife's family, cleared it up and
erected new buildings. Later he bought the
J ohnston farm, in IIarwich, where be lived three
years before selling it, and buying the J ohn Teitzel farm on Talbot street. In 1895 be sold that
and bought his present home in Gosfield North,
County of Essex. This was a place of 275 acres,
mostly wild land, of which he bas brought ninety
acres under cultivation, besides erecting a large
house and barn, and making many general improvements.
In 1866 Mr. Jackson was married to Miss
:Mary J. Shippy, who was born in H oward in
1847, daughter of J ohn and J ane Shippy,
pioneers of the County of Kent. There are
eleven children in their family: ( 1) Emma J .,
born in 1868, married George Snyder, of Conces.c;ion 9, in Gosfield, and has three sons, Verne,
Cecil and L eonard. (2) Ada, born in 1869, is
the wife of George lliggs, of Morpeth, and is
the mother of Bruce, Katie and Madge. (3)
. Eli. born in Kent, in 1871, married Miss Eliza

J ones, of the County of E ssex. They reside on
Talbot street in 1\faidstone with their only daught er, Verda. (4) Amanda, born in 1873, married
Reuben Perkins, has one son, 'Merwin, and lives
a t the "Soo" on the Canadian side. ( 5)
Wheeler, born in 1876, is unmarried, and a
farmer in Rochester, County of E ssex. (6)
Norman, born in 1878, is unmarried, and a
ranchman in Montana. (7) Mabel, born in 1880,
married Ora Rawlings, of Gosfield North, and
has two children, Katie and Earl (8) Alice,
born in 1882, is a student in the Detroit B usiness
College. (9) Edwin, born in 1885, (10) Olive,
in 1887, and (11 ) Elva, 1889, are all at home.
Mr. Jackson, as well as his wife and f amily,
is a member of the Methodist Church. Politically he has always voted the Conservative ticket,
but has not concerned himself actively with politics. Since coming to Kent, he has become a
member of a Kent County Lodge of Orangemen.
Starting in life with but little except his determination to succeed, Mr. Jackson has by unceasing labor and good business judgment acquired a competence. During his long residence ·
in Kent, he earned an assured place for himself
in the affection and respect of his lifelong
f riends there, while since he settled in Gosfield
his manifest integrity and nobility of character
retained the friends whom his gentlemanly bearing attracted.
GEORGE GRAY, one of the r ep-:esentative
men of Sandwich, is descended from ScotchEnglish parentage, and his grandfather, Thomas
Gray, was a native of Scotland, where he lived
and died. His children were: George, J ames B.
and Helen.
George Gray, Sr., moved from Scotland to
England, and there married :Mary Vickers, a
native of England, who was born in 1798, daught er of William Vickers and his wife, whose
maiden name was Singleton. In 1850 the family
moved to New York, and later settled in Akron,
Ohio, where they lived until 1856, in which year
they moved, to Sandwich, County of Essex, Ont.
To George and Mary Gray were born the following children : Thomas, Elizabeth, William,
George, Jr., Mary Ellen (all of Sandwich), and
John (f ormerly a member of the militia, who
was drowned in the Detroit river). The father
of this famHy, who was born in 1795, died in
1850. The m other passed a'vay in 1876.
George Gray was born in Lancashire, England, in 1838, and was about twelve years of ~e
when the family came to the New World. On

1
I
I

I

I

1
I

I
I

1

CO)f~IEMORA'l'IVE

niOGR.\I'IIJC"\lJ HECOIW.

June 9, 1856, he located in Sandwich, which has
since been his home. lie owns a fine farm on
Lot 0, Concession 1, formerly known as the
Hand's Farm, and here be r aises large quantities of grapes, from which he makes a highgrade wine. Dy trade l\1r. Gray is a carpenter ,
and has borne his part in the construct ion of
some of the finest buildings in the township and
throughout the entire locality. ~fr. Gray has
served in the council of Sandwich, wns also
assessor of the to,vn, and was a trustee of Sandwich West.
In 1868 1\Ir. Gl'ay mal'ricd :'ll iss Ilannnh
Vollans, a nath•e of Sandwich South. To ) Jr.
and 1\lrs. Gray have been born the following
children: John Vickers, who married Elizabeth
Wells, daughter of George Wells, an <•al'ly settler
of the County of Essex, a sk<'tch of whom is
given elsewhere; George 'Villiam, who married
Susan Ridsdale; :Miriam Winnifrcu, at home.
The family are members of the Church of Engl and, and take an active part in its good work.
'Mr. Gray is one of the best known. and most
highly esteemed men of the County of Essex, and
the success which has attended his efforts is well
merited.
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1>\'troit, :'l l ic·hi~an: ,J,,...,.l'}a, a :-.•ol·b r tl rrn:r ~ t he
(; jyjJ war in the Stalt:s, ~;o· rvirr;: tllro·,· \' o ·ar:o~ iu
the l'nion a rmy ; ~liclrnd. a rarwla:n:r ;, in tl•e
.:\orth-\\'t•!\t 'ft:rritory; .Jamo•s, :d"' of tl~t• ~t•rtt. .
\\"est Tt>rritory; J ulia, n r•·:-.idc·ut 1.1f Uo:trtd;
.JcrC'ruinh, of Pcu·i~, Ont. ; a11el l:c,l,c·rt , uf :\Nth
Dakota. J ohn was the ouly dtild IH•ru in th•:
old country.
In l S4:1 \\'illium \\'<·st. mad his \\if,. and ..,.,.
('hilJ, Sc>t thPir fa<'rs t ownnl Cnnn.Ja, tal..iu:.: I•lt.'\!1·
a!{e on a snilin~ \'<'ssc l from Tralo·p to Q~~t·IJcc,
which Pity thry ~afdy reacltt•tl after a (>l.t"-"a:;•:
of f orty-five cJnys. 'fhC'y thC'n 1n·ut l (l H amilton,
ancJ ~Tr. \\"C'st ~oon sf'curcu work on a furm in
Binbrook township. .Aft<'r spending tltrc·t• ~·(·an
here in f arm Jnhor he rPmoved to Gtu·lph. \\here
he <'lll'riNl on a rentPd fa r·m for tlm·c ya·ar~. lie
then purt:'hasrtl a farm of 100 acre's in Garafraxa
township, County o£ Wellington, 011 '' bi('h he
made many l"nhstantial improvements, remaining
on his land until the car es o£ a~:c bC'~an to b~
felt, when he ~:n-e one-half o£ l1is fann to our
subject aml rrmo,·e1l to the town of P a r is. There
his life closrd at t he a~·· of niucty-twn :\'ears.
lJis wife died, while the f amily lh·cd at Guelph,
at thr a.!;C of ~,·<'nty-four ~·<'nrs. Doth were
buri<'d in the Paris cernctf'ry. They were memJOTIN WEST, a \vell-kno,vn farmer and · hers of thr ChnrC'h of En~l and anti the Catholic
much-esteemed citizen of Mersea township, in ' Chm·(·h. r rspeC'tiwly, all() in politirs ht• was a
the south part of· Concession n, who for a numConsrn ·ative.
ber of years was engaged M a carpenter and
.Tohn '\Y<'~t wns rC'nr<'d n farm<'r and has b~n
builder, was born :May 15, 1837, in County
iotercsle•l in that bu~i n<'ss all his life. H e ohK erry, I reland.
tainNl his P<hwnt ion in t h(' public schools. an•l
The W est family was originally of England,
suhsf'fJII<'nt ly l••arnC't l the carpC'llt•'r's trndo•,
but for some generations has been established in
whiC'h he foll•>'''<'t l until 1SG5, whPn he l'<'lllm·e,J
Ireland. J ose-ph W est, grandfather of John
to Yenanj:!O ('ounty. l'<'nn~y)vanin. srwnclin~
' Vest, was born in County Kerry, Ireland,
about S~'\'f'll month~ in t he oil fif'lds. 1It• then
whither his father came from England, aud l!rew
ll10\'C'I l to W'iruhml', wh1•rc he wns cmployrJ by
up to be a fine type of Irish yeomanry and also
the old Orf'at WE>st<'rn Railroatl Compan~·. an•l
an excellent farmer. lie married Elizabeth Lesin thf' fnll of 1, GG he remov<>d to Detroi t nn•i
lie, a native of Scotland, and children as follows
C'nter<'cl thP. C'ar shops, buyin!:! a lot of s:rounrl
were born to them: J ohn; Fanny; William;
I he rr nn(llmilc1in~ a comfortable hom<'. Jn 1Si:l
Joseph; Thomas ; James ; Roland, who died at
)fr. WP~t ~olt] his property in Detroit nncl rr'Wellington, Ont.; Sarah; Stephen, who died at
tnrn Nl to Windsor, wh<>re he hnilt nnothr r C'omWellington, Ont.; and Mary.
fortnhiC' homf', working at h i!! t rn<le in that C'ity
William West, second son of Joseph West.
until 1878, when he rcmo"ed to )lers"n t ownwas born in County K erry, and grew up on the
l"hip. where he pnrehns('o a trnct of 100 n<'re<;.
home farm. He was afforded excellent edueaIn 1SR~ hP renterl his fnrm nnd workf'd for two
tional opportunities in the government schools.
years nt h is trad(l in L<'amin~on, rf'tn rnill.~ a
He married :Mary Griffin, who wac; born in
~rcond time to \\"indsor, where l1<> bad mnn.v
County Kerry, though her parents were from
friends, in 1884, and r<>mainin~ in thnt <'ity. all
Wales, and the followin{r children were born to
the time workinl! at his trade, for thr ~;nC'<'P,..J in ~
them: John, born in Ireland; William, born in
t<'n yrars. 1\fr. West's sp<'Cinlty wn!l the hniltlthe County of Wentworth, Canada, who resides
ing of C'burches anc.l sc)Joolbouc;<'s. Whrn he drat St. Louis, Missouri; Fanny, who resides at
ciderl to settle down on a fa rm he retnrnC'cl to
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moved to Iowa, where he died, leaving a family
of children. (4) Benjamin, born in 1833, was
married and lives with his family in Met·sea
township. (5) Thomas, born in 1835, is a farmer
of Gosfield South, where he lives with his wife
and four children. (6) George, born in Tilbury,
County of Essex, in 1837, married and settled in
Gosfield South, but later took his family to their
present home, Van Diemen 's Land, Australasia.
(7) Joseph, born in Gosfield in 1839, was killed
when a young man by the fall of a tree. (8)
Barbara, born in 1841, married a Mr. Russell, of
the County of Essex, and moved to I daho, where
he is engaged in mining. They have five children. (9) David is our subject. (10) Shem,
born in 1845, is unmarried and lives at Maidstone. (11) Frederick, born in 1847, married
l\Iiss l\Iargaret Taylor, of Colchester, has nine
children, and lives on his farm in Gosfield South. (12) ~Iary J., born in 1849, died
when six years old. (13) Henry, born in 1851,
DAVID NOBLE, one of the leading farmers married Miss Buckingham, of Colchester, and
in Gosfield North, and one of the public-spirited now lives with his family in Vancouver, British
citizens of the township, who has advanced its Columbia.
interests by every means in his power, is a native
David Noble grew up at the old Gosfield
of the looality, born near Ruthven, Gosfield home, and was given but a limited education, as
good, however, as was available there at that
South, in the County of Essex, Sept. 7, 1843.
John and Mary (Hill) Noble, his parents, time. He continued to work on the farm until
were both born in Lincolnshire, England, the his marriage in 1870, and then he started out
father in 1801, and the mother in 1806. They for himself in the place where he is still living.
remained in England sometime after their mar- It was wild land, but Mr. Xoble worked energetiriage, and when they came to Canada, in 1836, cally to get it under cultivation, built a fine
brought a family of five children to share in the house and large barns, and now has one of the
experiences awaiting them in the New World. finest and most productive farms in the townThey took a sailing vessel for New York, from ship.
there went to Buffalo by canal, and then kept on
:Mrs. Noble was a Miss 1\Iary Wright, born in
to the County of W elland, Ont., where they set- Somersetshire, England, in 1851. She was a
tled, making their home there until 1838. They daughter of Ephraim and Elizabeth Wright, the
then came to the County of Essex, ·where Mr. former a pioneer merchant of North Ridge, who
Xoble bought wild land, which he cleared, and came to Canada in 1855. Mrs. Wright died in
had a fine farm of large extent when he died, . England, when Mrs. Noble was but a child, leavin June, 1884. His wife survived nntil Aug. 3, ing one other daughter, who became a 1\Irs. Ford,
1893. Both were :Methodists in their creed, now deceased. 1\fr. Wright died in 1889. To
while politically Mr. Noble was a Conservative. Mr. and 1\Irs. Noble have come four children,
Thirteen children were born to this couple: (1)
namely: Arthur, born in August, 1871, who is
John, born in November, 1827, married Miss at home unmarried; Roland E., born in 1874,
Caroline Neville, and lived on a farm in Gos- also at home; Ilenry Burton, born in 1876, who
field North, where he died in 1882, leaving a died at the age of fourteen; and Elizabeth, born
family.
(2) Sarah, born in 1829, is the in 1878, who married Allen Newman, a farmer
deceased wife of Benjamin Jones, of Gos- near Cottam, and has four children, Harry,
field North, to whom she bore four children, Bertha, Mary M. and - - J ohn, of 1\Iersea; Annie, Mrs. Roach; Thomas,
1\Ir. Noble has a long and creditable record
also of :Mersea; and Mary, Mrs. Thomas Squires. as a soldier, having served in the British army
(3) William, born in 1831, married a :Miss Clark, for twenty-one years. In the Fenian Raid he
settled in Mersca township for a time, and then was one of the famous North Ridge Rifles, and

)Iersea township and located on his present property, where he has enjoyed much prosperity in
farming and stock raising.
On April 18, 1868, Mr. West was married,
at Detroit, Michigan, to Miss Catherine Thompson, who was born in County Kerry, Ireland, in
)!arch, 1847, daughter of Robert and Susan
(Neil) Thompson, and a family of siX" children
came to this union, as follows: William, an employee of the l\Iichigan Central Railway Co., now
living at St. Thomas, Ont.; Robert, who died at
.·\tlanta, Ga.; Joseph, an employee of the Grand
1'runk Railway Company; John L., who was
thoroughly educated and has taught school for
some time; and Albert J. and Frances I rene,
both at home.
I n politics 1\Ir. West votes independently. He
is a man who commands the respect of all who
h""llow him, and is a representative citizen of his
section of the to,vnship.
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for his gallant conduct holds a medal, while 160 a time iu tLc ;;ruin J,usiu•·,., "ith hi-. fatl wr iu
acres of his property was a grant from the
Chatham, but in J~ ....;l turl cnl h !:-~ atkutiou t o llll
Government to him as a soldier. Seven of his
t·lltir<'Jy uill'er<:nt lit H• cof \\ urk, that of tlw (.'uuabrothers also served in the army, and his fatl1c-r
dian mail ServiN•. In c11h-riu:: this sc·n j,.,., laowserved in the War of 1837-38. P olitically )lr. • c·\·cr, )l r. ~orthwoo,} \\a.-. obli:;c·tl t al rnako• t·arcNoble has always been a Conservative. Publicfnl prrparation, whic:lt will bo; c·asily un.!~·r,..!•Hhl
spirited and energetic, he has always bc·t·n forewh,·n it is !>tatrJ that, iu CJl'dt·r ! •1 ht" t·li::tlol··. 1111
most in every enterprise that p romised to better
applicant must be so well acquai11t•·• l ''it b t·\·c·r,\·
the community. Equally desirous or h elpin~ in
r·nuntry, Statf', ruunty, tcl\\ ll, \'ilia::•· nud !t ar:~ .
church work, Mr. Noble, as 'n·ll as his wife, has
let that t ltc JJII·rc·st :;lauce will tdl h is t railw•l
been a valuable member of the )fethoJist Churrh 1 •·ye the th·~tination of a muil p:u·lw::... In this
ft' UlUre Of the Work )fr. ~Orth\\"t.oOo] is an t'X(•t•rt,
where he is one of the trustec·s and stewards. II e
is also an active worker in the ranks of the
nnJ is as well acquaiutcJ with the j;~·~•~;:-aphy
Orangemeu of Cottam.
aud postal facilities of the conutr.' · iu.·ludc·d iu
Mr. Noble is one of the county's bc•sl citi:t.l'ns. his Jist ribution ns is a schoolboy" ith hi11 ulpbaSelf-made, he h as won by his honest industry lH·t, bt>ing a pcrfl'ct ('ncyclopeJia of pvst al inalone, and is to-day enjoying the bountiful fru its fonuatit~u. :::iint·t~ 1 ~8:1 Ill! ltas bt•t·n the dlki,•nt
of his labors. Of exemplary charach•r antl un- c·mployt•(• of t he• Gon' r·u men t i 11 this ca par ity,
his I'IIIIS 11t"ing hc-tw('eu LouJon ancl WiuJsor,
spotted integrity, genial and kind, he is deservedly popular, and his wife, a lady of ~r<'at ou the )fidiig-an Cc·utntl.
On Dt•c. lii.·l fli4. :'llr. ~orthwootl was marculture and r efinement, and of a b<:'autiful uaI·i,•J to :'llar·y ,Jnne :'lluort>, w}Jc) was lH)rn ,July 1::!,
ture, is a worthy companion to her hnsband.
1 ~51. in thc• <·ity ot' 1\in!!~t on , Out., a dau)!htcr
ALEXANDER NORTHWOOD, whose <'on- of \\"illiaru a11d ~lary .JIIlh' (S~:oust!) )foon>, and
nection with the Michigan Central Railway mail a gi·anthl au:;!ht.~r of William )[o~ll·e. The ::\Ioort:>s
service dates from Nov. 26, 1883, is a nati,·c of arc of h ish <·xtraetiun. )frs. ~orthwo•>il was
Chatham, Ont., and a resident of \Vindsot·. He
NluratNl in ht•r Hatin· l'ity. nml while vixiting
a sister in Chatham madt• :'llr. ::\ul'thwood 's acis a son of the late Senator Joseph Xorthwood,
. quaintaucl.'. Six <·hilJn·n lta\'e bt't'n horn to this
and a grandson of John Xorthwood.
union, Ill\ Ill(.)_\': Chadc•s \\"ilson. who ntarrh>d
Josep~ Northwood was born in 1811, in IreElizabeth ) [;u·kislm; .\h·xantlt•r B.; .John: Rouland, and came in young manhood to Ontario,
locating near London. About 1834 he went t o alJ; \Yallnce; auJ Flol'<'llCt'. Of this fami l~·,
Chatham, where he followed the tailor 's traue ,John is tl1e fourth ,John Xorthwoo,] to St' tW in
for a number of years, and there he manied
the English army. lie was one of the bra,·e ami
Ann Wilson. T heir children were the following: loyal Dominion sohlit' rs in the South .-\frirnn
Andre'v married Catherine Allen, and th<'y have ' war, antl he tr<·nsures a mrtlal on whidt are intwo children, Allan and ~Iabel: Charlt•s (deseribetl the nanii'S of tht> hnttl<'S in which he
ceased) married Emma Sheehans, an<l they l1ad
fought and a prPcions SQII \'C'nir prl's<'nt~·d to him
by li<'r lntc hf'lo,·('J )fa jest_,. Qnren Yictoria,
one son, Reginald ; Joseph marrietl ( fi1·st) Han1
nah Bench, by whom h e had one son, Gem·g,•, aJul
whom he had the plcasnr(' of srring at thE> lnst
for his second wife he married Elizabeth Wilson; rcvi<.'w of her troops. \Yh ilt• nhsl'nt he rl'rnt•mJ ohn M. married Harriet King, and they have l•crcd those at home, nncl his lt•tters tel the lo<'al
had fi.\'e children-Fred, A rthur (deceased), J os- papers W<'rr. valuable and inter<'sting-. The othr.r
eph, Edith and Jack ; Richard married Louisa .John Xorthwoods wt>re as follows: ,John XorthKnight; Eliza married C. A. Pace, of Wimlsor;
woocl, gr·an<lfatht'r of our subjert. wl10 fon:,:ht in
Alexander is mentioned below; Annie is the wife the Peninsular \\~a r anJ wns at \\•nterluo; .Tohn,
of James Ronald. . Joseph 1\'orth\\·oou, the brother, was in the Yoluntecrs; J ohn, an unclt> of
father, was prominent in public life, was a mem- on r subject.
::\fr. Xorthwood nncl his ,dre are dt>nlllt m<'mber of the Chatham Council, and later was (')ected to the office of senator in the Dominion P ar- bers of the Church of En.!!Iaml I n politics he is
a Tory. Fraternal!~· he is a mt'mher of the K.O.
liament.
Alexander ·Northwood was born l\o,·. 25, T.~r. His Jon~ and fait hful sc•rvire hAs won him
1850, at Chatham, and his education wa.<; pur- the eonfid<:'nre of the Gowrnml.'nt a ncl thl' apsued in his native town, in London and in To- proval of the puhlic. H e stan.ls wry hich in
public esteem in Wintlsor for his reliability and
ronto. On reaching h is majority he engaged for
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sterling traits of character. Ilis name is one
which has long had weight in the County of
Kent.
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II. PETTI'!', one of the leading citizens of
Comber, County of Essex, whose enterprise and
progressive ideas are well known throughout that
section of the county, was born in Scofield township, County of Wentworth, Aug. 15, 1855, son
of Sylvester Pettit.
Sylvester Pettit was born in Binbrook
township, in the County of Wenhvorth, Ont., in
1829, and he was a son of Aaron Pettit, who was
also a native of the Province and a very prominent man in Binbrook, being one of its pioneers.
In religious affiliation Aaron Pettit was a Methodist, and he was a member of the Reform party.
His son Sylvester received an excellent commonschool education in the County of Wentworth,
and taught school for six years. Later he took
up land in Dorchester, County of Elgin, and
commenced farming, continuing that occupation
the remainder of his life, and becoming a very
wealthy man. Ile is now, however, living somewhat retired at Aylmer, aged seventy-four years,
although he is still active, and takes great pleasure in long drives. For many years he has been
an important factor in the workings of the
Liberal party, although he has never been an
office-seeker. lie has always strongly advocated
the cause of temperance by example and words,
and is a man of the highest moral character.
Domestic in his habits, he has always been devoted to his family, and his religious home is in
the :Methodist Church, of which he was classleader and Sunday school t eacher for many
years.
In 1852 Sylvester Pettit married Miss A. De
Witt, a native of New Brunswick, daughter of
John De Witt (deceased), and ten children were
born of this marriage: lliram is a fruit farmer
in Fresno County, California; our subject is
mentioned below; Almeda married Alexander
Gracey, and resides in Fowler, California; Sarah
(a graduate of the Cleveland Ilomeopathic Medical College) married Oscar Roberts, a civil engineer, of New Britain, Pennsylvania, and they
reside in South Africa (he is a Quaker) ; Melvin
is a resident of Fowler, California; Lois married R. F. H oltermann, and they reside at Brantford, Ont.; Rachel B. resides in New Britain,
Pennsylvania; Jane died after attaining womanhood; Esther is a kindergarten teacher at Simcoe,
Ont. ; Morley, who is at home, is engaged in
bee culture. The mother of these children is

still living, aged seventy years. She is a consistent member of the Methodist Church, a devout Christian woman, and one deeply beloved
by a wide circle of fri ends ontside her home
circle.
H. Pettit was reared upon the homestead,
and educated in the public schools of the County
of Elgin, remaining at home until he was of age.
In 1877 he came to Tilbury West, County of
Essex, locating on a tract of 100 acres in Concession 8, which he cleared, building first a log
house, and later replacing it with a commodious
modern dwelling. In 1882 he and his brother
1\Ielvin embarked in a new business, that of the
manufacture of sorghum syrup, and at the same
time he commenced encouraging the people to
grow the cane. This business they worked profitably for two years, and then merged it with
the manufacture of barrel heads. The firm did
business under the name of P ettit Brothers until
1893, when Melvin went to California, and II.
Pettit became sole proprietor. He enlarged
the plant, and is now turning out 800,000 sets
of barrel heads per year, with a constantly increasing volume of trade, and a t erritory which
is expanding annually. Constant employment
is given to twenty-five experienced workmen,
and the machinery and appliances are all of the
'most modern kind. In addition to his manufacturing interests, Mr. Pettit is one of the largest
land owners in the township, owning and operating over 450 acres, which he has cleared and
put under cultivation. lie is also engaged very
extensively in sugar beet growing, and raises
considerable wheat, in addition to carrying on
general farming. Mr. Pettit conducts his large
estate upon scientific principles, firmly believing
in rotation of crops, and as a result reaps large
returns from his investments. His enterprise
and advanced ideas upon farming have gained
him a widespread reputation, and he is a recognized authority upon all matters pertaining to
,a gricultural affairs, and his advice is often
sought and never 4t vain. Probably he has done
more than any other man in the county to advance the interests of the farmers, and has practically demonstrated what can be accomplished
by persistent and intelligent effort properly
directed. His milling enterprise is also an important factor in the industrial life of the township, and its success .is entirely due to the excellent management of :Mr. Pettit, who really
accomplishes remarkable results. Every detail
of all his business affairs comes under his personal attention, and yet he has so systematized
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his work that he not only keeps mat t<'rs in ' :\loutrtal, and friJm t!u:t·l.!
tJ,.• Cu nu t ~· u f
smooth running order, but finds time t o support
Ess('x, where they ha n : lin :,! t·Wr ~ in,·, ·. ~.tr.
the candidates of t he Liberal party, of which he
~111ith bought lanJ JJ(·ar Cut1:11i1, wl. idt ,, ;,, t h<·a
is a stanch member, although he has n eYcr been
not impro,·c,l in the k a,.;l, },, t ,,J.i\'11 h ·· ~· ~tn
induced to accept office.
brou).!ht un1lcr C11ltin1tion. Jl ,. J•ut up ;.:vu.l
I n habits, like his father, l\lr. Pettit is a
bu ilclin:;s, an.l added ulll.! ir~~ t ·rvw•rtw!ll :tfl er
family man. He is strictly temperate, aml advo.
another, until the place is tw w u!JC! ,,f th.· l,,•st
cates the cause of temperance upon every occaden:lopcJ in the reg-ion . l u 1 ~ 71 h.~ :;:n.· t!te
sion, b elieving that one of the greatest cur!;rs of
old homcst...atl to hi-; son, J ,•lw, a n·l !.i rus.·lf
the times is drunkenness. In the Methodist
bought t he farm on Talbot street, wh,·rc h._· hall
Church he is an earnest worker, and he l1olds
since lived.
the office of steward in that bo~ly. Fraternally
:'\Irs. Smith was :'\t iss )Jariah \\'It) ers. a :s., a
he is a member of the I.O.O.F.
native of Lincolnshir·e, born in 18::!·! . Sh,·· wr~.:~
On July 4, 1888, Mr. Pettit was happily
married to :'\fr. Slllith iu 1843, anJ tlH·y have
united in marriage at W'alkerton, County of
had e i~ht chiiJrcn, seven o f whl)m are livin;.!:
Bruce, with Miss Beatrice Bruce, daughter of
(1) Thomas, bllru in En!!land, Ji,·d in 15;;3.
John Bruce. l\lrs. P ettit is a woman of high
(::! ) Hichard, born in Canada, in 18;)4. was last
attainments, well educated, and possrssing a digh(•arcl of 1\ll working f11r a railroad in tltc t:nitcd
nified grace of manner which is very winning;
\\'ill ia111. born in 18:J6, lllarricJ
S tates. (
at the time of her marriage sh e was on e of the
:'\!iss J<'nnie Ell i~, of ~font real; the.'· n ow r eside
most popular teachers of Comber. She is an
in Detroit, where he ig ~nr;ag-ctl in manufachonored member of the l\fethodist Church, and
turing'. 'fhcy have no fam il.\·. ( 4 ) .Jennie, born
is one of the favorite Sunday school teachers.
in 18fi0, is the wife of Oli\·er ~oble, who liv"s
The following named children have been born
on Talbot R oad, in Gosfield ~orth; she has ~;i:s:
to 'M r. and Mrs. Pettit; Marion D.; Ora R.; Doris childrcn-On-ie. Lida, Scott, Elmer, Frank and
E.; Walter M., and Isabel C. The beautiful
:\Tark. (5) Xellie i" th~ wif.• of Palmer .Dilse,
of the C(lunty (lf ESl i.':t, and is the motlter ot
home of the Pettits is one of the most hospitable
in Comber, and the friends of the family are
one son, L <'o. (6) J ohn, born in GosfieJ,), mar.
made welcome by the host and his wife upon all
ricd !\tiss Sabina Ort<'cn. liws on the old l10m~
farm, and ha.c; had four ehi iJrcn, Hoy, Willi:un,
occasions.
Edward nnd Cora GraN', th·~ last dcccascll. ( i)
JOliN SMITH. The producti,·e fr~rms of
Fmtni(> is the wife of )fnlcolm Small, resi•lcs ou
the County of Essex have made the fortunes of
Talbot Tioacl, in (;osfiel·l Xort b, and haq t IPl
many whose only capital in starting life was a. <'hil•lr<'n, E\·<'rctt nu•l Corn. (8) Cora was <'•l'l·
<'atrd in the E s.st>x schools. and is a refinrol and
willingness to work, and their own sturdy
talented y oung lacly. She h as r emained at l li)Ple
strength. One of those who are now enjoying
to care for ht>r ll!!~'•l pa:-ents, and her devotion
in their later life the ample rewards of their
to tlwm has ~r.-atl.'· Cflst>cl their d eclining' Y~'ar'l.
earlier years of toil is John Smith, a r €'tired
Ila\·ing- mnny ,·irtnl's nrlll attractions, ~li-;s S:nit h
farmer of Gosfield North, on the Talbot Road
is dt>srrwclly popular, and is hdJ in warm reSouth. H e was born in Lincolnshire, En~land,
~arcl hy h<'r nrhrhhors nnd friends.
in 1816, but has lived in Canada the greater part
I n his p olit it>nl affilintions )fr. Smith hns !.<'en
of his life.
clas."<'•l an1ong- the old Conscrvnti'"es. as h ~ ha.o1
:Mr. Smith was the son of Ricluml an<l Ann
Smith, whose lives were pa<>sed in Lincoln~hire,
genrrally voted thnt tickrt. Th<'ir rrl i~ious beand h e was the only one of the f amily to come
lit>f has l<'d th<' fnmily t o connc<'t tbt>rnS<·lws
to America. He received a fair education in his
with the l\frthoclist Church. :\fr. and MM~. Smith
native country, and after leaving school learned
nrc both fnr along- in y<'nrs. and cnn no''" look
the trade of brick maldng, which he followed as
hack upon long' lives ''"ell !'prnt. ancl bril!hf<'ned
l ong as he remained in England. :Mr. Smith
hy the atrrction and r <'spect whkb thry in!<pired
in those who knew th<'m.
was married when he was about twenty-nine
years old, and for some years after kept on in
the old way, but in 1852 h e brought his wife and
C IIA RLES F ITZOF.H.\J.D. Th<' h i"t (lr~· o£
child to Canada, coming on the sailing vessel
any locality can be best told in a r~orcl Clf the
liws of tho!\c m<'n who ha\'c devrlop••(l the
"Waterloo," by way of New York. After six
natural resources of the place, nnd made po,c;..<;ible
weeks on the ocean they landed, went at once to
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the prosperity of to-day. ..Among the men who
have been prominently identified with the
County of Essex, is Charles Fitzgerald, of
Rochester township, who was born Feb. 11, 18li0,
upon the farm which is now his home, in an old
log house, the first residence built on the property. He is a son of Michael and Mary (McCarthy) Fitzgerald, and a member of a family
of twelve childr en, eight of whom survive : :Mary
married Edward Fitzgerald, of Brantford, Ont.;
Honora married Thomas Cronin, of St. Louis,
1\Iissouri; J ohanna married J oseph Cotter, of
Cleveland, Ohio; J ennie married Frank Hogan,
of Windsor, Ont.; Agnes, unmarried, of Fillmore, New York; Catherine, housekeeper for
o\lr subject; 'l'homas, of Rochester· township;
and Charles.
The father and mother were both born in
Ireland, he in Limerick, she in Cork, and both
came to America when young, she in about 1846,
and he in 1850. By trade, Michael Fitzgerald
was a brick and stone mason, and when he landed
in New York City after a voyage of six: weeks,
he went directly to Syracuse, where a co\lSin
was employed in the construction of the H oosac
tunnel. There he secured employment, and he
became associated with his cousin, a contractor
and builder, their operatic;ms extending to Toledo, Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit and Buffalo,
thus continuing for nine years. Michael Fitzgerald then moved to Buffalo, and in 1859 he
came with his wife and three children to Rochester township, County of Essex, purchasing 250
acres in Lot 4, south of the Middle Road, the
present homestead. Here he built the log house
before r eferred t o, and began clearing off his
land.
When he died in May, 1903, aged
seventy-seven years, he had the satisfaction of
seeing all of his land under cultivation. In 1874,
he erected a substantial brick residence on his
farm, doing the work ltimself. I n politics he
was a Reformer, and served ably as township
treasurer. In r eligious matt·ers he was a Roman
Catholic.
The mother of our subject was three months
on the voyage ; the vessel- 41 The Black Warrior"-on which she took passage from Cork,
had to put back t o the port, after having been
three weeks out, by r eason of damage to the
cargo by heavy seas encountered. This venerable
lady is still living, and makes her home with our
subject, bright and active in spite of her seventyeight years.
Grandfather Fitzgerald was a contractor
under the government, and was a noted builder

of roads. One of his sons, John, was a hotel
man, while Thomas and Patrick followed their
br other Michael to Canada, Thomas being associated as a brick mason with Michael in his
operations at Buffalo, and all of the family have
been noted for their efficient work and honorable dealings in all transactions.
Charles Fitzgerald was reared upon his
father's property, and acquired a fair education
in the common schools. .As he was the eldest
son, the burden of the work fell upon his shoulders, when he was almost too young to perform
the heavy tasks assigned him. As early as 1890,
Charles and Thomas had charge of the farm,
and when Thomas married, in 1896, and left the
homestead, Charles did all the work, and took
complete charge, although his father remained
active \lOtil the time of his death. Since then
Mr. Fitzgerald. is sole manager and owner, and
is one of the best known and very highly r espected farmers of Rochester township. I n politics he is independent, voting r ather for the man
than the party. He is a member of the Catholic
Church. As yet he is unmarried, his mother
and sister making a pleasant home for him. Mr.
Fitzgerald can always be counted upon in the
future, as in the past, to lend his efforts toward
the betterment of the general prosperity of the
comm\lOity, and he is a great favorite with all
who know him.
MICHAEL J. 'MALOTT, a prosperous farmer of 1\Iersea township, was born on the farm
he now occupies, which is a part of the original
:Malott homestead, Lot 237, Talbot Road, May 3,
1838, son of Joseph and Barbara (Fox) Malott.
J oseph Malott was born in Gosfield township,
in 1801, son of Theodore and Catherine (Wigle)
Malott, and there he received the education and
r earing of a farmer's boy. After nachiog manhood's estate, h e purchased 200 acres of bush
land in )fersea township, and bu1lding himself
a log house, removed there, and began putting
his land in a state of cultivation. At the time
of his death he had the satisfaction of knowing
that he and his sons had cleared 125 acres of
this large property, and that it had greatly advanced in value. A portion of the estate was
laid out in fruit trees, which now yield ab\10dantly. He died in 1878, after a happy and
useful life. Both he and his wife were consistent
members of the Methodist Ch\ll'ch, and she died
at the age of sixty-seven years. · Their children
were : Jonas, deceased, married Miranda Crittington; Theodore; Henry, deceased, married
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Mary Middleton; Ann, deceased, married W esley Sheldon; Jane, deceased, married William
Watson; John W. married Jane Ilt'aly, and
resides in Romney township, County of Kent;
George W., deceased, married Ellen Pickle;
Catherine, deceased, married \Yilliam Sheldon;
Michael J.; Solomon; Susannah, dc.>ccased, married John White.
1\lichael J. l\fallot attended the old log s<:hool
house of the township, and has spent his entire
life upon the homestead, to which he i-; very
much attached. Ilis life has been spent in developing his property, and building up his community, and he is naturally r egarded ns one of
the leading men of the township. ~\Tr. ~Talott
has taken an active part in public affairs, having
served a year as deputy reeve of ~Iers<>a township, eleven years as a member of the township
council, ·a nd two years as assessor, also holdin~
other lesser offices. Tie and his family attend
the Methodist Church, in which they are very
popular.
On Jan. 8, 1858, Mr. 1\falott was married in
Mersca township to Lydia Wiper, daughter of
Thomas and l\fary (Wilkinson) Wiper. l\Irs.
Malott was born in 1\Iersea township, F eh. 28,
1840, and is a most excellent honst>keeper and
devoted wife and mother. The childr·en who
came of this marriage were : Clara, born July 8,
1859, married Samuel G. Roach, and had eight
children, Stanley, Eva, Tiarry, Willis, Jay, Ada,
Loa and Iva. Clarence, born 1\Tarch 31, 18GO,
married Eliza Collison, and has three liYing children, Maryf Iloward and Harold. )fary, l•or·n
May 10, 1863, died in 1880. Alma, born May 19,
1865, married James Linsay, and l1as onr son,
Clinton R. Flora, born April 27, 1867, married
Adolphus R<>ach. Rebecca, born ~larch 24, 18G9,
married Sylvester Roach, and had children,
Lillie (deceased), Reuben, Dessie, Mildred and
Eva. J essie, born Aprilll, 1871, married :Cavison Preston, and had three children, H arry,
Clifford and Mary. Nettie, born July 15, 1873,
married Wesley Derbyshire, and had fh·e children, Dora, ·v era, Clinton, -Letha and Stella.
Cornelia was born Dec. 25, 1876. 1\Iary and two
other children d ied in infancy.
Thomas Wiper, the father of Mrs. Malott,
was born in England, but came to Canada in
early manhood, locating in 1\fersea township,
where he engaged in farming. lie was twice
married, Mrs. 1\falott being a child by the second
marriage. The other children by the second
marriage were : Robert, Rachel and William
(twins), Henry, 1\Iargaret and Francis, all living
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cxcrpt William. By his fir~t maniage )lr. Wiper
had children as follows: Dorothy an<l )Jary;
Thomas, H annah, Charlotte and Carolin<.>, deceascu. ?~Irs. )lalott 's mother was also twice
married, and by her first marriage, to James
Campbell, she had one son, J ohn James, deceased.
Both parents of Mrs. 1\Ialott died in )lcrsea
township, and their remains were interred m
the burying ground on the homestead.
)lr. and 1\Irs. 1\Ialott are both membel's of
old pioneer families, and they have themselves
borne their part in the development of the town
and county, having witnessed and participated
in many changes. 1\fr. 1\Ialott is a man widely
known and highly respected, not only as a farmer, bnt also as an official, and as one of the
solid, reliable men of his community, well-informetl upon current topics, and well able to
bear his part in the conduct of affairs. His wife
has many friends throughout the neighborhood,
and both make their friends welcome at their
pleasant home, where they are exceptionally
good hosts.
\\"'LTJIA)I BROOKER, a retired farmer of
Gosfi<>ld Korth, in Concession 9, is the eldest son
of Strphen and Elizabeth (Barrow) Brooker,
and was born in the County of Kent, England,
Aug. 24, 1828. His parents were born, reared
and married in Kent and lh·ed there till 1840,
when they came to Canada, settling first in the
J>roYince of Quebec and later in Ontario, Gosfield t ownship, in the County of E ssex. There
Stephen Brooker bou~ht a farm on which he
li\·ed until his death, in 1854, in his forty-eighth
year, caused by bein~ thrown from a buggy. He
and his wife belonged to the Church of England.
)Irs. Brooker died Sept. 8, 1877.
St<>phcn Brooker's death left his wife with
eight children, some of them, however, already
~ rown . (1) William, the eldest, was followed
by (2) St<>phen, no'>v postmaster of Cottam. He
has four children, Ida, Durosia, Sophia and Una
l\I. (3) J ohn, of Rochester, is deceased. (4)
Caroline married William French, of Michigan,
and had five children. (5) H arriet married first
Leonard Williams, of Gosfield South, who died,
leaving his wife with one daughter, Callie, now
Mrs. John H. Gammon. l\frs. Williams afterward married Edward Arnold, of Gosfield, and
now resides with her son William. (6) James,
born during the family's brief residence in New·
York State, is a farmer in Concession 10, in
Gosneld, and bas six children, W esley, Christina,
Isabel, Frederick, ~Iargaret and Ada. (7)
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Stapley, a resident of Edmonton, in north-west- and by his first wife, Augustine, had the followern Canada, had a family of twenty-three chil- ing children: Dolores, deceased; Colin; Eli,
dren, nineteen of whom are living. (8) Emma deceased ; A
, deceased; David, a mermarried William Dewhurst, of Gosfield, and has chant of Amherstburg; and Herbert, deceased.
three daughters, Laura, Lovia and Edith, all Mrs. Wigle dying, Mr. Wigle married Mrs.
married.
Emma (W esta.way) Guillott, by whom he bad
William Brooker left home in 1852, in com- three children: Clifford, born Feb. 23, 1874,
pany with his brother Stephen, and went to died April 4, 1900; Stanley, born Nov. 8, 1876,
Gosfield, where he settled on Concession 9. They died 1\farch 19, 1894 ; Melvin, born April 20,
took up wild land, built a log cabin, and gradu- 1880, resides in Windsor. Mr. and :Mrs. Wigle
ally cleared up farms, being the first settlers in are both deceased.
Gosfield North. As he got his farm more under
Colin Wigle was born Aug. 28, 1851, in Goscultivation and was prospering, William Brooker field township, and was educated in the public
erected better buildings, and when he sold the schools of Kingsville. Upon reaching his majorplace, in 1893, had a fine farm. IIis present ity he engaged in a sawmill business in his native
home was purchased that year.
township for nine years. H e and his father conMr. Brooker was married in 1849 to Miss structed the first roller process flouring mill in
Lodemia Tryon, of Rochester, whose father was ·that section of the county, and this they operated
a pioneer of Essex Center. They settled down in partnership for two years, when Colin sold
on his first farm, and it was there in her old his half interest to Solomon Wigle; later his
home that Mrs. Brooker's death occurred, in father sold his interest to Alfred King. This
April, 1889. She left no family. Both Mr. and mill was later destroyed by fire. In 1887 Colin
Mrs. Brooker were members of the Baptist Wigle moved to Amberstburg and built the
Church, and for many years their home was the Riverside mills, this plant being now one of the
center for the religious work done in the best equipped in that line in the county.
"Brooker settlement" by that denomination, the Through honest endeavor and strict integrity
services being held in their log cabin.
:Mr. Wigle has met with marked success, and
Politically William Brooker has always been plays a very important part in the commercial
identified with the old Conservative party, but life of Amherstburg. In addition to his milling
has not taken any very active part in its work, business Mr. Wigle is a member of the firm of
or held office. H e is, nevertheless, a man of F. P. Scratch & Co., merchants, of the city.
prominence in the community, for he has made a Politically Mr. Wigle is faithful to his own prinposition f or himself among the substantial men ciples rather than to the tenets of any party.
of the place, working his way unaided from his Ile bas served as a member of the council of
modest beginning to his present afiluence and is Amherstburg for two years, was deputy r eeve of
connected with several of the old and leading the town and could always be counted npon for
families of Gosfield. His integrity of life and good work.
consistent Christian character have won the
:Mr. Wigle has been twice married, first in
respect and esteem of all
1878 to Harriet Russel, a daughter of George
Russel. She bore him four children, Ray, Sylvia,
COLIN WIGLE, owner and proprietor of Walter and Annie. After the death of the
the Riverside Flour Mills at Amherstburg, is a mother Mr. Wigle married Miss Susie Dobb, and
descendant of one of the pioneer families of they have two children, Russel and Hugh. Mr.
County Essex. H is grandfather, Windle Wigle, and Mrs. Wigle are consistent members of the
was born in County Essex and there married. Methodist Church, in which Mr. Wigle bas held
Of their children, Daniel Wigle, the father of official position since 1892. Frater nally Mr.
Colin Wigle, born in County Essex, followed Wigle is a Royal Arch Mason, and he is very
farming and milling (flour and lumber) during popular in that organization.
his active business career. lie owned two mills
in Kingsville and also two sawmills in Gosfield
ISAAC ELFORD, a well-known and prosand Colchester townships. In political matters perous farmer of Colchester North, located on
he was a very prominent Reformer, and he the town line, Concession 8, Lot 21, in County
served some time as deputy-reeve of Gos:field Essex, was born F eb. 27, 1841, in Cornwall, Engtownship and, ex-officio, as a member of the land, a son of Thomas and Nancy (Austin)
county council. Mr. Wigle was twice married, Elford, both of whom were born in Cornwall.

~-~--------------

\

1

6

•

ihihn5 7?tftt:tr nt 2 tP 'TilrrZ nmensmr mnnnzn r

r

COl\lMEl\IORA'l'IVE 13IOGRAPIIICAL RECORD.

- - - -- - -- -- - - - - -- - --------·- ------ - -

I

I

In 1845 Thomas Elford and his family came
to Canada and settled at Darlington, County
Durham, Ont. The long voyage was made on a
sailing vessel which drifted on the ocean for
sixteen weeks, safely arriving at last at Quebec.
After·settling at Darlington he engaged at farm
work, later removing to Mitchell, where his wife
died, leaving children as follows: Mary (deceased) became the wife of .Asket Harris, of
Cornwall, and they settled at Exeter, where she
died leaving two children, Richard and l\lary
H arris. William, born in 1833, in England,
married in Darlington, settled for a time in
County Durham, and then removed to Concession
8, Colchester North, County Essex; be has cbildren~ohn, Elizabeth, William, Maurice and
LMvrence. Thomas is deceased. Edward died
at Mitchell, Canada. Jonathan died, leaving a
family, in Minnesota. Jane Ann married Thomas
Clark, and died in Rochester, Minnesota, leaving
a family. Peter, born in Darlington, resides
east of Toronto in County Grey, with his family.
· I saac .is our subject.
Isaac Elford received his early education at
Darlington and went to live with his uncle
William, remaining with him until grown to
manhood. He learned the carpenter's trade and
followed it after coming to County Essex. In
1872 he purchased 134 acres of wild land, where
he settled, and out of which has been developed
his present comfortable home and fine farm. He
was the first settler in the township of Colchester
North. For seven years he lived and worked
alone, but in 1879 he was united in marriage
with Miss Mary McKinzie, who was born in 1861
at Walkerville, County Essex, daughter of William and Mary (Henderson) McKinzie, both of
Scotland.
In 1900 Mr. Elford erected his fine new
house, and he also put up commodious and substantial barns, the improvements on his property
ranking with the best in the locality. A family
of four children has come to 1\fr. and Mrs. Elford, namely: Thomas W., born in June, 1880,
was educated in the local schools, and lives at .
home; Elizabeth A., born in 1883, resides at .
home; Ida E., born in 1886, is a student in the
high school ; Albert A. was born in 1888.
Politically Mr. Elford is identified with the
Reform party, and he has most efficiently filled
the office o'£ councilman. It was through his
efforts that a post office was established at this
point, much to the accommodation of the r esidents, and it was given his name and he was
appointed its first postmaster in 1881, serving
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in that capacity for eighteen ) ears. For many
ycar·s he has also been school trrlstt~e. Ueligiously
he is connected with the EngliJh Church.
The life of l\Ir. Elford teac es many lessons.
lie star·ted out early entirely dependent upon
his own resources and has earned every dollar
he po::;sesses, and now reaps th~ natural reward
of industry and persevering e.trort. He has been
nobly supported by his most estimable wife.
:\Irs. Elford was r eared and educated at ·walkerYille. She lost her mother in childhood, and her
father died in 1898. By a second marriage, with
Margaret 1\IcCullen, he reared children as follows: Albert, now of .Alberta; Norman, of Penn~y lvania; Frederick and Herbert, of Alberta;
.Alice, wife of l\Iaurice Elford, of Colchester;
Eva, wife of Samuel McFarland, of Colchester;
.Annie, whose husband is a ranchman of Alberta;
and Della, at home.
l\Ir. Elford is one of the very popular men
of Colchester, possessing a genial manner and
many sterling characteristics. He is much and
very justly esteemed by all who know him. Unassuming in manner, he passes along the path of
duty doing every kind act he can, following the
Scriptural injunction to conceal from his-right
hand the good his left may do.
JOHN McLEAN, a wealthy farmer and retired sea captain, is spending the evening of his
days quietly at his home in Gosfield North, still
continuing, however, the efforts to make the
world more endurable for the poor and discouraged, that have been his main purpose in
life. Capt. :McLean was born in County Antrim,
Ireland, in October, 1825, to John and Jane
McLean, both nath·es of that same county.
John l\IcLean and his wife came to Canada
in an early day, and settled for the rest of their
lives in Grafton; their family were with them,
with the exception of John, Jr., who was left in
Ireland with his grandparents. The boy was
educated there in the public schools, and remained till early manhood, when he, too, came
to Canada, and made Kingston his first stopping
place. He became a sailor on the lakes, sailing
from Quebec to Chicago and Milwaukee, but
Kingston continued to be his headquarters, and
after his marriage he bought property there,
and made his permanent home in the city for
many years.
In 1873 Capt. McLean sold his property in
Kingston, and purchased a tract of wild land in
Gosfield North, which he has gradually had developed into the present well cultivated farm.
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lie established his family there, while he himself
continued his life on the lakes; at that time he
made the voyage from Detroit to Buffalo, Cleveland and other points, and founu Gosficld a more
convenient place to make his home than Kingston had been. llis life on the lakes did not prevent his taking care to have the farm well cleared
and tilled, and good buildings put up, and when
he retired from active life, ten years ago, he had
a good estate to which he returned.
Capt. McLean's marriage occurred in 1852,
when he was unite(} to ~Iiss Catherine McCauley,
who was born in I reland in 1835, and accompanied her father, P atrick ~IcCauley, to Kingston, when he was an old man. Of the ten children born to Capt. :McLean and his wife four
have died, :\Iary J ., Bridget, Cather ine and
Cecilia. P atrick, the eldest son, married I sabella
H ammond, and had five children, John, l\Iary,
Agnes, Patrick V. and Francis (deceased); they
are living in Gosfield in Concession 10. J ohn
married Catherine 1\forand, and has two children, Daniel and Margaret 1\L ; he makes his
borne in Maidstone. Archie, unmarried, lives on
his farm in Gosfield, and is also the manager of
l1is father's estate. Henry is unmarried and
staying at home. George, the first of the children
born in Gosfield, is a carpenter at Windsor; he
married E mma Thronshee, and has one son,
J ames E. Daniel is also a cal'])enter in Windsor;
he is unmarried.
In his political sentiments Capt. l\IcLean has
always been a Liberal, but his occupation has
naturally made it impoSl ible for him, for the
greater part of his life, to concern hims~l£
actively in politics. In religious belief he has
ever adhered to the faith of his parents, and is
a devout Catholic. Starting as a poor man,
Capt. 1\IcLean earned his fi rst money on the ·
lakes, and from that beginning has by his honest
industry built up a comfortable fortune. Few
men in Gosfield are more beloved than the Capt ain, for perhaps the most pr ominent among his
many virtues is his sympathy for those less fortunate than himself, and he has always endeavored both by kindly words, and by more tan~ible
expressions of good will, to lighten the burdens
of others.
·
J AMES H. HEDRICK, member of the township council of Rochester, Cou nty of Essex, Ont.,
and a man · of prominence in the community,
was born on the farm where he no'v resides, Jan.
20, 1864, son of Conrad and Electa (Tilden )
Hedrick. H e was one of a family of four cbil-
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dren, the others being Anna L., who married
James McCauley, of South Woodslee, Ont.;
Rachel, ·who married Nathan Louchs, of South
\¥oodslee, Ont.; Darabara E., who married
George W ass, of Rochester township.
Conrad Hedrick was born July 30,1838, upon
the same farm as James II., his father, Henry
Hedrick, having come to Ontario f1·om Hesscn
Cassel, Germany, in 1835, and settled upon this
property. Conrad Hedrick grew t o manhood on
the farm, and r eceived a common school education of the most primitive character. The services of the sons were required in clearing off
the land, and· idle moments were f ew. I n t he
fall of 1862, Conrad Hedrick married, and took
charge of the old homestead, and operated it
until his fat her's death. Being given the farm
by his father's will, he resided upon it, and in
1879 he bought another farm of 100 acres, the
. south half of Lot 8, 111iddle Road, to which he
removed some years prior to his death. 'fhe
latter property was in bush when he bought it,
and had to be cleared off and improved by. him
and his son James H . In January, 1898, after
a long and useful life, this old pioneet· passed
away, firm in the faith of the ~1ethodist Church,
of which he had been a member and trustee for
many years. When the Wesleyan Methodist
Church was erected in Rochester t ownship, he
was one of the most generous contributors, and
he took great interest in its growth. In polities
he was a Liberal, but never sought office. His
widow survives, and lives at South W oodslee.
She, too, has long been connected with the
Methodist Church, and is much beloved.
J ames H . Hedrick was reared at horne, and
acquired a· somewhat limited education in the
common schools. Upon reaching his twenty-first
year, he determined to· see something of the
world, and took a trip through the States us far ·
south as Texas, and after a very pleasant time,
he r eturned home, delighted with wl1at he had
seen and heard.
The fall following, October, 1885, :Mr. H ed-'
rick married Miss Emily Dornton·, of Rochester
townshjp, daughter ·o f George Dornton, a native
of Germany, who · emigrated to Ontario from
P ennsylvania where he had resided for some
seven years after his arrival in America. After
his. marriage, Conr ad H edrick deeded the homestead to James II., and a year later the father
r emoved to the new farm. Left to himself, Mr.
. Hedrick, our subject, continued to farm it and
make improvements. and in 1898 he bought 100
acres in the east half of Lot 27, 3rd Concession,
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- - -------------- - -·-- -·-·- ·- Rochester tmmship, which property is quite
valuable.
In politics Mr. Hedrick is a Liberal, and in
1901 he was elected a member of the council of
Rochester township. In religious matters he is
a consistent member of the Methodist Church.
Fraternally he is . a member of the A.O.U.W.,
and of the A.F. & A.l\1., and is very prominent
in these organizations.
The following family has been born to l\lr.
and :Mrs. Hedrick: John Wilfred, l\Iary Ethel,
James Clifford, Leroy, Clarence (deceased), Ida
Laverne, Electa Irene, Charles Carson, .Agnes
Vita, all of whom are at home, and are very
bright and promising young people. l\Ir. Hedrick is a man highly esteemed in the neighborhood; he has made a success of his work, and is
justly recognized as one of the leading representatives of the best interests of the County of
Essex.

training, becoming equally proficient in French
and English. \Vhen he started out for himself
it was on a tract of fifty acres, which he operated
until 1885, when he sold and came to Tilbury
North, settling on his presJnt £ann of 100 acres,
then owned by his father-in-law, Israel Desjardins. H ere Mr. Markham has lived ever since,
and has made many improvements in addition
to putting the farm under a fine state of cultivation. lie has built a new house and erected all
kinds of suitable buildings, and has excellent
accommodation for his large amount of stock.
As be is a very good judge of cattle and horses,
he is looked upon in this neighborhood as something of an authority.
?lfr. Markham was married, Feb. 26, 1878,
at Stony Point, to :Miss Elizabeth Desjardins,
daughter of the late Israel Desjardins, and
twelve children have been born to this union, of
·whom six died in infancy, the names of the
others being: ·Abel Stephens, Josephine, Leo,
)fary, Emily and Herman. Although · :Mrs.
Markham has been so often bereaved' she is a
woman of cheerful disposition, and ·her refined
tastes and engaging manners make her well
liked.
::'.Ir. Jlarkham, like other members of his
family, is a strong Conservative, and is active in
the local nffairs of his party. He is one of the
school trustees of District No. 2, a section which
is noted for the excellence of its schools. Both
he and his estimable wife are members of the
Catholic Church.

ALBERT :MARKHAM, one of the prominent
farmers and successful stock raisers in the township of 'rilbury North, whose fine property is
situated on Concession 3, Lot 7, was born Dec.
25, 1847, at Belle River, Maidstone township,
Coun ty of Essex, son of Horace and Olive (De
l\Iarshe) (Robarge) l\Jarkham.
Horace Markham wa<> born and educated· in
the great metropolis of London, Englaml, and
when a child came to Canada with hi-; mother
and six other children. They secured 200 acres
of land along the shores of Lake St. Clair, which
l\Ir. Markham cleared and cultivated, passing
I SRAEL DESJARDINS. The death of
the whole of his life on this farm, where he die<l
in 1851. At Belle River he married Mrs. Olive Israel Desjardins, on Jan. 10, · 1902, removed
(De Marshe) Robarge, who w:1s born nea r ::\font- from the C01mty of Essex one of her most promireal, Quebec, and cnme with her father and a nent citizens, and a member of ·one of the distinguished old French families. This family
family by the name of Gerrard to the County of
was established in the County of Essex by Pierre
Essex, locating in Sandwich. Later she removed
to Belle River after the death of her husband, ' Desjardins, who was born at ~fontreal, Canada,
Emory Robarge, which occurred in Sandwich.
and came to Essex: in young manhood. He
They had three children, Emory, l\Iary and settled on the shore of Lake St. Clair at what
l\Iarcelle, the last n amed marrying James 'fren- is now known as Stony Point, taking up thirtydon. Children as follows were born to Horace fin\ acres of land on the broken front, where he
built a log house and did som~ clearing. Later
l\Iarkham and his wife: H enry, of Belle River;
Israel, of Detroit; . Miss Eliza, of Bridgeport, he acquired large bodies of land, amounting to
200 acres. His life w~s spent on his farm here,
Connecticut; Susan, who died unmarried in
where he died Jan. 10; 1876, at the age of sixty1901; Lucina, wife of J ohn Weed, of Sarnia;
1\Iiss Sarah Ann, of Sarnia; Victoria, wife of four years and nine months. His remains were
laid in the Catholic cemetery at Stony Point,
Frank Larmer; of Fall River, Massachusetts;
and he was one of the first to be buried there.
and Albert, mentioned below. The mother died
His life was one filled with kindness and goodat Belle River.
ness, and he was admired, respected and beloved.
'Albert l\farkham grew to young manhootl
He married Leonora Parent, daughter of James
on the homestead and had good .e ducational
41
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Parent, a farmer in Windsor, and they had six
children, namely: Marcille, who mat-ricd Alfred
Vincelette; Israel; Mary, who married Daniel
Drain (both are deceased); Joseph, living retired at Stony Point; Ellen, who married Dennis
Parent, now deceased; and Henry, residing at
Stony Point, where he ·is postmaster.
The boyhood and youth of the late Israel
Desjardins was similar to that of other lads of
that vicinity, and was passed in going to school
and assisting on the farm. Later he also assisted
his father in his store. Some time after this he
started into business for himself, engaging in the
hardware line, at Stony Point, and continued
t hus until his death. In 1895 he built a magnincent home. He owned land on the broken front
and in Fresno county, California. .At this home
his life closed, Jan. 10, 1902, after an illness of
but a few weeks, resulting from a cold which he
contracted just as he and his wife were on the
point of mak"ing a pleasure trip to California.
1\1r. Desjardins had always been an uncompromising Conservative, both in provincial and
federal politics, and no Conservative gathering
in the county was considered complete without
his presence. At different times he filled the
leading local offices, was deputy reeve, reeve and
warden of the county. Several times he was
prominently mentioned as a parliamentary candidate, but he always declined the honor. For a
number of years he was captain of the local
militia, and he was president of the Stony Point
branch of the St. John Baptist Society.
On Nov. 24, 1857, Mr. Desjardins married,
at Belle River, Ont., Miss Victoria Parent, who
was born at Windsor, and who is a daughter of
James Parent, of Tilbury North. Five children
were born to this marriage, Amy dying at the
age of seven years. The widow still survives,
as do the following children: Emily, who is the
wife of Charles Potts, of Windsor; Elizabeth,
wife of Albert Markham; Rosalie, wife of J ames
Hamlin, of Detroit; and Josephine, who married
Frank McCray, of Detroit. Mrs. Desjardins still
resides in her beautiful home at Stony Point,
and attends to all her ·business affairs herself,
showing remarkable judgment in her management and wisdom in her investments. She is a
devout member of the Catholic Church, and is ·
much beloved on account of her generous charities.
EDWARD ROBINSON, one of the prominent and representative residents of Pelee Island,
\vas born in Rochester township, that county,

Sept. 16, 1851, son of Edward W. and Ann
(Pinkham) Robinson, and grandson of Christopher Robinson, who was killed at the age of
fifty-three by a falling tree.
Edward ,V. Robinson, the father, was a
uath·e of Troy, New York, to which place his
parents came from England. In his boyhood
they moved to the County of Essex, settling on
the Middle Road in Rochester township, where
they were among the first settlers. In his young
manhood Edward W. Robinson went to Kelleys
Island, and resided there until he removed, in 1869, to Pelee Island, and made that
his home until 1901, when he once more made a
change and is now living retired at Ludington,
Michigan. He was a soldier of the Civil war in
the States, and now dra,vs a pension from the
United States Government. By his wile, Ann
Pinkham, he had six children: Elizabeth, who
married Walter Harmon, of Seattle, Washington; Edward; William, who was drowned in
1875, at the age of twenty-two: George, on
Pelee Island; Joseph, who died in infancy ; and
Joseph (2), of Los Angeles, Cali£ornia.
Edward Robinson, the subject proper of t his
sketch, was reared on the home farm, and acquired a fair common school education in the
vicinity. As he was only thirteen years of age
when his father entered the service of the United
States Government, the support of the family
fell upon those young shoulders, and with t wo
big teams of oxen he plowed and received seven
dollars a day for his services. Until he was
seventeen he assisted at home, and then began
fishing, and for several years his life was a varied
one, when, in 1874, he went to the P acific coast,
and spent two and one-half years. He then returned to Kelleys Island, and remained until
1882, when he purchased his present tine farm
of fifty acres on Pelce Island, and one year later
he brought his bride to the new home.
On Dec. 8, 1883, Mr. Robinson married Mis!l
Anna Harvey, of Kelleys Island, daughter of
J ames and Janet (Berry) Harvey, natives of
Scotland. James H arvey was a farmer on
Kelleys Island, where he died F eb. 3, 1890, aged
seventy-four. For the past twelve years Mrs.
Tiarvey has lived at the home of her daughter,
l\Irs. Robinson. The happy home of Edward
Robinson and wife has been blessed with the
following children : Raymond; Irene, who married F erdinand Ray, of Pelee Island, and has
one son, Frederick; Nettie; Russell; and Frank,
all of whom are at home except l\1rs. Ray. Mr.
and 1\frs. Robinson are well and favorably known
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. throughout their neighborhood, where they have
many warm personal friends.
RALPH B. PINKERTON, one of the well. known farmers of Colchester North, County
· Essex, located on Lot 16, Concession 14, was born
Nov. 7, 1872, at Lloydtown, County York, Ont.,
a son of David and Hannah (Burns) Pinkerton,
and comes of an old and honorable family of
that county.
David Pinkerton was born in June, 1841, in
: County York, a son of Mathew and Margaret
(Brown) Pinkerton, both of whom were born
in Scotland. Mathew Pinkerton was a son of
.James Pinkerton, who came to Canada at a very
-early day, settling as a farmer in County York,
· where he lived and died, leaving a family of five
sons and three daughters, namely: :Mathew,
David, Henry, Samuel, James, Mrs. Joseph Wal'ker, Mrs. Alexander Stewart, and Mrs. Agnes
· -Galloway. All passed away years ago.
Mathew Pinkerton, grandfather of Ralph B.,
located as a farmer in King township, County
York, when the country there was a dense wilderness. He improved a farm and lived upon it
many years, his death taking place there when
·he was ninety-eight years old. The family has
.always been Scotch-Presbyterian in religious be. lief. Mathew Pinkerton was a Conservative. He
was married twice, first to Jane Lloyd, of Pennsylvania, and the one son of this union, Jesse
Pinkerton, resides in County York. Seven chil·dren were born to his second marriage, with
Margaret Brown, namely: Mary J. married John
Walker, of York County, and died leaving four
..ehildren, Sidman, Alfred, Adeline and Martha.
James, born in County York, resides in Manitoba, unmarried. David is the father of our
subject. William, born in August, 1843, in
County York, married Maggie Graham of that
-county and is now a retired farmer there; his
children are Graham and Florence. John, born
Aug. 22, 1845, at one time owned the old home·stead, retaining it some years, until he became
·superintendent for Newton Bros. at Newton,
where his wife died in May, 1885; she was for. merly Margaret Brydon, born in 1845 in County
'York, and left four children-Olive, born in
1870, died aged nine years; Bertram, born in
1872, moved to Dawson City, on the Yukon,
··holding a government position in the mineral
. department there (he married Gertrude Playter,
.·Of County York) ; Thomas W. also holds a posi. tion in the same city; Earl is a high school stu-
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dent in County York. Agnes, the next of the
children of Mathew Pinkerton, married R. F.
Seymour, a farmer of Maidstone, and their living
children are Jennie, Victor, Milton, Olive, Calvin
and Newton. Lev Pinkerton, born in 1853, is
still unmarried and resides with his brothers.
David Pinkerton was educated in the schools
. of County York. His early years were given to
· artistic work, for which he displayed much
talent, but he later embarked in a mercantile
business in his native county. In 1870 he married Miss Hannah ·Burns, who was reared in ·
. County York, a daughter of Andrew and Jane
Burns, who came from Scotland. Mr. Burns
was a man of education and had been a teacher
in Edinburgh. For a number of years he taught
school in County York, but he gave his later
. years to agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Pinkerton
was the youngest of seven children, the two survivors of the family being Robert Burns, of
Winnipeg, and Miss Agnes, of County York.
:Mrs. Pinkerton died in County York,. June 19,
1884, leaving five children, namely: Ralph B.
is mentioned below; Ella F., born in 1874, . in
County York, and educated in the local schools,
has been the manager of the household since the
death of her beloved mother; Maggie M., born
in May, 1877, died of typhoid fever, Oct. 17,
1899; Dr. David H., born in 1880, is a veterinary
snrgeon in County York; and Hannah, born in
. 1883, resides in York, where she was adopted in
infancy by friends, after losing her mother. The
father of this family has educated his children
wE-ll and has reared them in the Presbyterian
faith.
Ralph B. Pinkerton has been engaged in
agricultural pursuits all his life. He lived in
his native county until coming to Essex, where
his father located in 1889, and in association
with John Pinkerton they purchased 200 acres
of land under the name of Pinkerton & Son.
As the land was entirely undeveloped, and still
covered with heavy timber, every improvement
had to' be made, and in all that had to be done
the young man bore his part. He has been a
very successful dealer in hor1;1es and cattle, and
is well known in this locality for his honest and
upright methods of doing business. Still unmarried, his home continues under the paternal
roof, a close bond of affection connecting all the
members of this family. The whole family, which
is a large and prosperous one in this neighborhood, is held in high esteem, and none more so
·than David Pinkerton and his son Ralph B .
Pinkerton. ·
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JOliN GEORGE GEISEL. The best inter- Klei, a native of H anover, Germany, daughter
ests of the township of Rochester, County of of Gottfried and l\Tariam E. C. (Stolta) Klei,
Essex, are ably r epresented in the person of J ohn who came to Ontario in 1855, settling in ColGeorge Geisel, born on the farm upon which he chester, County of Essex, ·where they passed the
now r esides, March 12, 1843, be being a son of remainder of their lives. Mr. and 1\lrs. Geisel
John George and Elizabeth (Kneisler ) Geisel. have had nine children, four of whom survive:
He was one in a family of ten children born to George, Adam, Emily, and Grace, all of whom
his parents, four of whom survive: Mary mar- are at home. )!r . Geisel has been very successried George Gorndon, of Rochester township ; ful in his f arming operations, and has made a
Catherine married John Klie and lives at Caro, specialty o.f raising stock, breeding short horn
Michigan; E lizabeth married August Klie, and cattle, as did his father before him. I n politics
Jives in Colchester; J ohn George.
he is an independent, and for several terms he
Both father and mother were born in Ger- has given his t ime and attention as trustee of
many, and they came t o Ontario in 1824, upon
the school board. He and his f amily are memthe same vessel. The mother was a daughter of bers of the Methodist Church, but were formerly
Adam Kneisler, while the father was a son of Presbyterians. Fraternally he is a member of
J ohn George Geisel, the name John George being the Canadian Order of A.O.U.W., in which he
an old family one. From the time he was four- is deservedly popular. 1\fr. Geisel bas always
t een years of age, the father of our subject attended to his duties conscientiously and ably,
worked upon a farm in Germany until he was and the snccess which is his bas been honorably
thirty-two, saving during that time two hundred gained. He is very popular among his f ellO\V
dollars. With this little capital, he came to the townsmen, and is an excellent exponent of the
New World, and settled in the County of Essex, representative agriculturist of Western Ontario.
t aking up a 100-acre farm of Col. Talbot, in Lot
9, Middle Road, where he built a log house 14 x
SIMON FRASER, now living retired in Am16, and began the life of a pioneer. Soon after herstburg, County E!':sex, is of Scotch extraction,
securing his home, he was married, and there and the first of the family of whom there is any
lived until his death, which occurred in 1884, definite r ecord is Simon F raser, his gr andfather.
when he was eighty-two years of age. In time This Simon Fraser was born in Scotland, and
he added 100 acres adjoining his original farm there died before the birth of his namesake, our
on the south, and was a man of wealth and in- subject. By occupation he was a farmer and
fluence. In politics he was independent, voting lnmberman in his native land. Of his children,
for the man he deemed best fitted for the office, John lived ancl died in Scotland; Simon became
r egardless of party lines. For two years he was the father of our subject; Elsie and Jane both
an able and fearless member of the township marriEld ancl died in Scotland.
council, but refused further preferment. While
Simon Fraser, the father, was born in Scotbrought up a meruber of the German Reformed land in 1785, and married Miss Margaret
Church, after locating in the County of Essex, · McKinzie, a native of Scotland. Like his father
he worshipped in the Methodist Church, there he followed farming and lumbering for many
bring no church of his denomination in his years, and he died in Scotland in 1860. I n relocality. Tiis wife survived him five years, dying ligious faith he and his family were PresbyNov. 16, 1889.
terians. The children born to himself and wife
J ohn George Geisel, our subject, was reared were as follows: James lived in Edinburgh most
upon the farm, and nobly bore his part in clear- of his life, and was at the head of the police
ing the land. H is educational advantages were department for many years; William, who emifew, but he made the most of them, and added grated to Australia in search of gold, died in
to his knowledge by close observation. When he 1890; J ohn was on the police furce of London,
was t'venty-five years of age, he took charge of England, and later in Montreal, and still later
· the homestead, and continued to farm the pro- went to Calcutta, where he died about 1859 ;
pE'rty until the death of his father. Prior to his Alexander went to Australia, prospecting for
father's. death, 1\:Ir. Geisel received the homestead golcl, and is now a successful farmer of that
by deed, and the adjoining one hundred acres land; Margaret married D1mcan 'Monroe, and
was left him as his portion of the estate, the was residing in Australia at the time of her
other heirs receiving their share in money.
·death; Peter located at Kimberly, in Africa ;
In 1870 Mr. Geisel married Miss Rachael Simon is mentioned belo'v; Christine married
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- ---- - - Alexander Gossop, of W indsor; Donald is a
resident of Windsor; Elsie ( deceascc.l) was the
wife of Daniel McDonald, of Windsor.
Simon Fraser was born in Scotland F eb. 11,
1835, and in 1856 married Isabella McCook, who
was born in Scotland in 1832, datighter of L ouis
1\IcCook. In 1857 1\Ir. and :Mrs. Fraser came to
Ontario, locating in Chatham, County K ent,
where he engaged in railroading for many years,
being in charge of the construction department
of the Great 'Vsetern Railroad. Later he went
into business at Delle River, County Essex, but
after five years h e came to Amhcrstburg in 1872,
and embarked in a timber, lumber, ~rrain and
coal business, continuing same until 189:>. He
then retired from this line in favor of his son,
and turned his attention to agriculture, owning
several fine f arms in the county. On one, near
Amherstburg, h e has twenty-seven acres in p each
trees and six acres in grapes, and he also raises
l arge quantities of tobacco. In 1901, when his
p each orchard was only f our years old, it produced $2,000 worth of fruit. H e set out this orchard, tiled his land and erected three large tobacco b arns. Ilis grapes are made into wine at Amh erstburg, Mr. Fraser being a director in the E .
Gerondat Wine Co., of Sandwich, and was its
first president. In politics he is independent; he
has ser ved in the city council and in 1895 he
acted as mayor of the place.
To 'Mr. and Mrs. Fraser were born the following children: J ohn, a lumber merchant of Amh erstburg, married Saral1 Kemp, and has one
son, K enneth; Margaret married R ev. S. G.
Livingston, of Alverton; I sabella married W.
A Hadley, of Chatham, and their children are
Fraser and Charles. Mr. and Mrs. Fraser are
consistent members of the Presbyterian Church .
The fraternal r elations of 1\fr. Fraser are with
the A.O.U.W., and he is very popular in the
organization, as he is also through the entire
community where he is so well and favorably
known.

I
I

GEORGE J. COI.;ENUTT, whose fine farm
on L ot 27, South Malden Road, Colchester North,
was carved from the wilderness by his own
energy, was born in the Isle of Wight, April 22,
1848, son of Henry and Charlotte (Dlake) Colenutt, both of whom were born there, h e in 1813,
and his wife, a daughter of Joseph Dlake, in
July, 1811.
H enry Colenutt came to Canada in 1854,
dying at Scarborou~h when our subject was but
a boy, leaving l1is wife and seven children. The

wiuow moved to the Count.\· of l>urlaam, anu
lH·ought u p her family, which was a<> f ollows:
William, unmarried, i5 a rQsiJent of the .:"\orth\\' est 'f<'nitory; Elizabeth mar-ried Hcmy Smith,
,,·ho located at Chica~o, where she dicJ leaving a
family; l\fary marricu Rob<:> rt ~Iussop, u ow de·
C:<•asetl, of \Vindsor, and hac.l uo children;
Char·les, born in 1845, marriec.l anJ is now a
l"<'sident of the ~orth-\Vest Territory, and has
five ch il<lren; George J. is our subject; Sarah
married Samuel Flatt, decea"'eu, of the !\orthW est T erritory, and had seven chilc.lrcn; Julia
married Hugh Lucker, of Detroit, and has rw
family. The good mother, who stru~gled to rcr.r
lu•r little family, lived to a happy olc.l age, and
1liec.l in 1887 at Windsor in the home of a daughtt•r. She did not marry again, but devoted herS<'lf to h er children, who in turn gave her loving
care in h er old age.
George J. Colenutt grew up upon the farm,
receiving a common school education in the
Cou nty of Durham. When a young man, he
mo,·ed to Summit county, Ohio, and there
worked six years as a farmer. In the fall of
1871 he and his moth er came to the County of
E ssex, and pnr<•hnsed his present home, " ·hen it
wns all wild land. This he cleared up, and made
his property into one of the finest f arms in the
county, and h e ha~ been very sucees~ful in his
work.
In November, 1883, Jllr. Colenutt married
~I rs. Emma Griffin, born in Cornwall, England,
a daughter of William and Grace Robbins, old
time settlers of Darlington, Ont. After their
marriage the young couple settled upon their
farm, and they and their children have lived
ha ppy useful lives. Their family is as follows:
Alma, born in 1884:; Minnie, born in 1886: I da,
horn in 1888 ; George, born in 1890 ; W a lt~r,
born in 1892 ; and Clarence, born in 1894. They
are all bright, intelligent young people, the pride
of their parents' hearts.
P olitically Mr. Colenutt has always been
identified wit h the Reform party, and was elected
a member of the Colchester council in 1897 ; reelected in 1901, and is now serving in t hat imp ortant office. He h as al!'o filled the office of
secretary and treasurer of Colch<>ster f or s~
years. R eligiously both he and l1is wife ara
members of the :Methodist Church, in which they
t ake an active part .

.,

JAMES DONALD DUSTY is well known
ns a successful fruit growt>r of Point Pele~, where
he owns a fin e peach farm. H e is the pioneer
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peach grower of Point Pelee, where he started
his orchard in 1898, and he takes a great interest
in everything pertaining to fruit culture. H e is
a man of varied ability, having been for many
years a successful teacher before coming to Point
Pelee.
The Dusty family is of French descent, and
Samuel, father of J ames Donald, was born near
St. Catharincs, Oot., in the Niagara district.
While still a youth he came to the County of
Perth with his parents, who were pioneers in
that section of the country. lle had but a limited school education, but made up this early
lack by much reading and keen observation in
later life. lie learned the trade of shoemaker,
and after working at it some time as a journeyman, set up in business for himself, employing
a number of men, and becoming a prominent
and successful shoe manufacturer. lie retired
from business with a competency, and is now
living in retirement at St. Mary's, where he is
one of the leading men of the t own. He is a
member of t11e ~[ethodist Church, and takes an
active interest in all church work. Politically
he was always a stanch supporter of Sir John
A. Macdonald, but never cared for public office.
Samuel Dusty married in Fullerton, Ont.,
J eannette ~Tclntyre, who was born in J..Janark,
County of Perth, and died in 1901, a~ St. Mary's,
where she is buried. She also was a member of
the Methodist Church. · H er children were as
follows: George, who was drowned at the age
of fourteen ; Edward, who lives in Tilbury, Ont.;
James Donald, who is mentioned below; Alexander; Thomas, who is employed in Toronto; William, who is a gold prospector, and lives in British Columbia; Arthur, who lives in 1\lilwaukee,
Wisconsin ; and J es.c;ie, who married Dr. Eccles,
a well-known surgeon of London, Ontario.
James Donald Dusty was born St. Mary's,
County of Perth, April 5, 1857, attended the
schools of his native place, and later the Normal
School in Toronto, from which be graduat ed in
1876, with a secondary certificate. The next year
he taught in the public school at St. Mary's and
then entered Trinity Medical School, having an
ambition to become a physician. After a year's
medical study he changed his mind. and wcmt :>nt
to South Dakota, where for three years he carried on a cattle ranch, owning 400 acres in Clark
County, near the J ames River valley, where he
engaged in stock raising. In 1885 a disastrous
fire caused him a loss of $4,000, and he returned
home and went to teaching school again. For
thirteen years he was a successful teacher in vari-

at

ous places in Ontario, and was located for two
years at Sault Ste. Marie. He came to Leamington in 1895 to accept the position of agent of
the Federal Life Insurance Company of Hamilton, the territory including all of Kent and Essex counties, and remained in that place three
years. A desire for an op('n-air life, however.
led him to purchase a t ract of land at Point
P E>lee, on which he settled in 1898, and planted
2,500 trees. The great frost 9£ t hat year destroyed nearly all of the fruit trees around Leamington, but 1\Ir. Dusty was so fortunate as to
escape without the loss of one tree. H e has
made a great success of his fruit, raising many
varieties, but making a specialty of p eaches. He
takes a keen interest in cverytb~o~ relating- to
fruit culture, and . is an active member of the
Fruit Growers' Association. In politics he is a
member of the Conservative party, and served
four )'ears as secretary and treasurer of the
Point Pelee school board.
:Mr. Dusty married, at St. :Mary's, in 1882,
1\Iary, daughter of Robert and Christina (1\Iason ) White, of that place. No children have
been born to this union. Mr. and Mrs. Dusty
are members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Dusty is a man of good education, domestic
tastes, and of a liberal, good-hPart('O uisposition .
He is fond of social recreat ion, has hosts of
friends, and is popular with all classes.
CLE'r~IENT BOUTET, a well-known agriculturist and fisherman on the sho~e of Lake St.
Clair, in the township of Tilbury North, County
of Essex, was born in the parish of St. Onesime,
in the electoral d.lstrict of Kamouraska, Quebec,
Aug. 25, 1847.
Narcisse Boutet, f ather of Clement, was a
native of the same parish, where he was eugaged
in farming all his life. His marriage occurred
in his native place to Lucy Soucis, who became
the mother of twelve children, of whom Nar.cis.c;e,
who \vent to the United States, became a soldier
in the Civil War in Virginia, and died there;
Restitude died in 1902; J ohn Baptist lives in
Quebec ; Caroline is deceased ; Adele is residing
in Montreal; J oseph died in the Province of
Quebec ; Lucy married Edward Grandin, a
farm er of Stony Point; 1\lary married Christian
Ferguson, of Detroit; Clement is mentioned below; two died in infancy. The mother died in
1852, the father in 1865, and both are buried
in St. Onesime. They were members of the
Catholic Church. Politically Mr. Boutet was
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originally a Conservative, though he later became and prepared himself so thoroughly for his work
a Reformer.
that he is now employetl by the Do111inion
Clement Boutet had but little opportunity Government in the Klomlyke rrgion. (2) Annie,
to obtain an education, as from an early age he the eldest daughter of Clement Boutct, manied
was obliged to work, sometimes helping his father .Alfred Hamilton, and resides in Detroit. (3 )
on the farm, sometimes in a sawmill. His mothet· J oscph Arthur was educated in t he public
had died when he was only five years old, nnu he schools of Stony Point, where he learned both
lost his father when he was ('ighteen, so that French and Engl ish, and in St. Yiator's College
when he determined at the age of nineteen to in Chicago, where he took the classical course. IJ <:
start out in the world for himscl f, there wus no is now Jiving on the family homrstead. The
one to deter him. He made his way from Quebec mother of these children died on the family
to Ontario and located in Amhcrstbur~. By that homestead in .Anderdon township, in 1874, and
time his little capital had dwindled to fifty cents, was buried there. She was a memb ~r of the
and he was only too glad of a chance to get work Catholic Church.
:\I r. Rontct married for his second wife Joseas a farm hand in Anderdon township, in the
County of Essex Ont, At that time he diu not pltine Dumas, daughter of Philip Dumas. They
know a word of English. For three years the are the parents of children as follows: Alexanyoung man worked there, employed at both der, who resides at home; .Arzene, who is enfarming and teaming, but after all his hard labor l!a~cu in fishing at Stony Point: .Alfred, who is
he was unable to get any of the $700 due him living at home; Adolphus, who died young ; Delfor his work. Undismayed by this ill luck, he plms, at home; a daughter, who died in infancy.
began renting and farming for himself in nri:Mr. Doutet has been r emarkably successful in
ous parts of the township. He first took a sixty- life, and has shown great courage and perseveracre tract, where he remained three years, then ance as well as ability, for he began with nothing
fifty acres which he operated fi\'e years, and and has lost nbont $1,200 through debts and the
finally a thirty-acre place, where he worked for dishonesty of those he trusted. Yet he is now a
lnrgc landowner, and has given his children good
the last four years before h e bought fifty acres
in Colchester township. This he cleared, made euucational advantages. In public life he is a
improvements, and then sold, after whi<.'h he stanch Liberal and a good citizen. With his wife
moved to Tilbury township. In Tilbury Mr.
and family he belongs to the Catholic Church at
Boutet settled on the "broken front" of Lake Stony Point. Their home is a most hospitable
St. Clair, where he bought a tract of thirty-nine one, and ever open to the many friends whom
their estimable characters attract and r etain.
· and a half acres, part of the present homestead.
Since then he has purchased at different times
STEPIIE~ L. W AGNOR, on~ of the most
additional tracts of seventy-three, fifteen and
three-fourths, and 100 acr('s, so that he now owns highly rc~pected citizens and farmers of 'Mersea
200 acres of well-improved land, where he is ('n- township, County of Essex, Ont., was born ncar
gaged in farming, stock raisin~ and fishin~. I n Kingston, Ont., in J une, 1842.
'fhe Wagnor family is of German o.-igin, but
1882 he went to the State of Montana. where he
spent a year and a half in cutting timber in a for several generations its repr('sentatives have
sawmill.
made their home in the New World. George
Mr. Boutet has been twice married. H is first Wagnor, the first of that name in America, was
wife was l\Iiss :Mary Ann Reaume, of Amherst- a native of Germany, born on the Rhine, where
burg, daughter of the late Oliv('r Reaume, and he grew to manhood. Desiring to seek a larger
sister of Dr. J. 0. Reaume, of Windsor. Three field for his talents, he came to the United States,
when about twenty years of age, settling in
children were bQrn to them: (1) Albert J. re·
ceived his early training in the public schools of what is now Albany, N('w York, some time previ~
A.nderdon township, then attended the Amherst- ons to the American Revolution . When this
great struggle broke out, the young G('rman be·
burg grammar school, the high school of Windsor, and the Detroit and Toronto Medical Col- came a member of General Washington's army.
and fought bravely and nobly for his adopted
leges. He had prepared himself for the drug
country. \Vhen the war was over, he settled
business, but after nine years in that line in
Windsor he grew eager for a more active life, down to peaceful pursuits. In time, h e grew
tired of the United States, and brought his famanrl so studied mining engineering. He studied
ily to Canada, locating at Kingtson, Ont., where'
in Enrope, visiting all·the leading schools t here,
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he began farming on 100 acres of land, in what
was then a wilderness. Energetic and capable,
he soon made many improvements upon his land,
anti developed it into a good farm. Upon it he
spent the remainder of his life, dying at an adYanced age, and his remains were interred in the
Waterloo Cemetery. After coming to Canaua
he stanchly supported the Government, and was
a good British subj ect. H e married a 1\fiss Kelley, whose relatives were the first settlet·s on
Kelleys Island, Lake Erie. This worthy and
Christian couple became the parents of the following children: Lucas; J ohn; J ane married
David Connor, and died at Oakville, Ont. ; Lucinda marded David Hogan, and both died in
Ontario.
J ohn \Vagnor, son of George \Vagnor,
was born in New York State, near Albany, and
came to Canada with the other members of his
family. With them he located near Kingston,
Ont., and took up farming as an occupation. So
successful did he become that the remainder of
his life was spent here. During the War of 1812
he was a gallant soldier, and fought under the
flag of his adopted country, participating at the
battle of Lundy's Lane. Being a hard-working,
thrifty man, he became a very prosperous one,
rearing his children well, and firmly establishing
himself in the confidence of the community. I n
politics he \vas a stanch Conservative, and in religious matters a Methodist. His death occurred
when he was in t he prime of life, aged f orty
years, and he was buried in the cemetery at
Waterloo. In 1810 he married Bridget Connor,
who was born in Canada, although her father
was a native of County Limerick, Ireland. She
·<lied and lies by the side of her husband. The
children born to them were a$ follows: David
and George both died in Kentucky; John resides
in Essex Centre, Ont.; Emanuel; Hester is deceased; Lucretia married George McCraney, now
deceased, and lives at Toronto; and a daughter
died in infancy.
Emanuel Wagnor, son of John, was born near
Kingston, upon the farm where he grew to manhood, being ~iven but scant opportunity for acquiring an education, as the country was undeveloped, and there were very few school houses,
and they were located far apart. When he
reached manhood's ·estate, he began farming for
himself, starting out on a bush f arm of fifty
acres, which he improved and operated for several years. He then removed to Trafalgar, n ear
Lake Ontario, where he secured a tract of fifty
acres, also improYing that. Still later, he moved

to IIaldimand County, locating in Walpole township, on another tract of fifty acres. This, too,
was unbroken land, and with his characteristic
industry, he immediately began to place it under
the plow, and continued improving it until 1855,
when he sold his property, and came to the
County of Essex, locating with his family on
Lot 5, 3rd Concession, upon a farm of 100 acres,
where once more he began the life of a pioneer
farmer. This land was covered with timber and
bush, and in the midst of the great denseness
he hewed a place for his little home, and then
started to conquer the forces of nature. Upon
this property, which he developed into a very
fiue farm, he spent the last forty-four years of
his useful life, and died at the advanced age of
eighty-six years, on F eb. 5, 1899, and \vas tenderly interred in the cemetery at Rnthven. In
politics he was a Reformer, and always supported the principles of the Liberal party. Domestic in his tastes, he loved his home, and was
a good citizen. In religious matters he 'vas a
Methodist. In 1836 he married in Kingston,
Ont:, Jane Johnston, born in I reland, a daughter
of James and Ann (Crawford) Johnston. Mrs.
Wagnor is still living, aged eighty·seven years
and makes her home with her son, Stephen L.,
who tenderly cares for her. She is still quite
active, possessing all her faculties, and has been
a member of the Methodist Church for over
sixty years. Mrs. Wagnor is a most excellent
Christian woman, reads her Bible every day, and
guides her life according to the teachings of
Holy Writ. She saw much of pioneer life, and
snffered many privations, although as she talks
about these days she appears to remember more
of the advantages than the disadvantages, and
always feels that she and hers were guided in
t.heir actions by the Divine Hand.
The children born to Emanuel W agnor and
wife were : Duncan, born Jan. 1, 1841, was
drowned in Lake Erie; Stephen L. was born in
J une, 1842; Adaline, born Aug. 19, 1845, died
young; Sarah Elizabeth, born Sept. 26, 1847,
married Theodore Quick, and resides in Michigan; Mary J., born March 16, 1860,. married
'Robert Wride, of Leamington, Ontario. During
the disturbed t imes of 1837-38, Emanuel Wagnor
was a volunteer soldier, and he was also a mem~
ber of the Loyal Orange Asociation, which he
joined at Walpole, County of H aldimand.
Stephen !Jucns Wagnor, the subject proper
of this ·sketch, was thirteen years of age when
be came to Mersea township with his parents.
As his services wer e required upon the farm, he
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received but little education. lie worked from
early dawn to dark, from the time he was a mere
child, continuing thus until his father was obliged
to r etire, and he then took charge of the farm,
which he has opemted very suCCl'SSfully ever
since. Since assuming charge he has built his
present home, and made many other extensive
improvements. H e also raises tobacco, and bas
always made a success in wh atever he has unuert aken. lie is as well known for his pt·ohity, uprightness and kindness of heart, as he is for his
mundane successes, and few men ha\·e more
friends in the township than he. During his
father's latters years when the old man was sick
and feeble, this devoted son was his faithful attendant, and he is equally devoted to his dear
old mother. For over forty years he has been
a member of the 1\Iethoclist Church, and attends
the church of that denomination at Leamington.
Thoroughly belieYing the faith of his church, he
orders his life accordingly, and is a good, Christ ian man.
Coming of a military family, ~lr. Wagnor
took arms for h is country, and was a volunteer
in the E ssex Fusiliers, under Major F ox, during
the Fenian Raid of 1866, and has a handsome
medal given him for his services. While n stnnch
Liberal in politics, he will not acct>pt office. In
his manner of living he is sober and t emperate,
and sets an excellent example to those coming
after him. Like his father, he is a member of
the Loyal ·orange Association of IJt>amington,
and takes a deep interest in the workin ~ of the
society, and has served as a delegate to the sister
lodges as well as to the County Lodge.
I n 186.3, in Michigan, Mr. Wn~nor was married to Lucretia Kinyon, born in )[ichigan,
daughter of James Kinyon, and the following
childr en have been bor"n to them: 1\Jartha Jane,
married Robert McClutchy, of Leamington. Margaret Ann married Richard Connor, and they
had four children, Arnold J . and Lena, E va and
Ira, deceased. J ames Johnston dieu at the age
of twenty-one years. Elizabeth married Calvin
Davis of Mersea township. 1\Jary Ellen married
William 1\IcDonald, of Mer sea. Olive married
Scott Miller, and l1as two children, E thel and
Grant. Phoebe married Emerson Lambier, and
bas one son, Norman. Adaline married Elias
Lambier, of 1\Tersea township, and has thrt>e children, E va, Albert E. and Wilfred. Dlanche
died at the age of nine years. Stephen L . and
Alvin Albert are at home.
1\frs. Wagnor is a Yery pleasant lady, an excellent honse~>ceper and a most devoted mother,
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whose kind, firm care of her childr en is r eflected
in them. The \Yagnor family is one of the most
highly r C's pcctcd in a ll t he County of Essex.
Down through t he various generations, the men
h;n·e been ha rd-\\"Or·ki ng a111l capable, and the
women good wivt>S and mothers, while aJl }la \·e
bl•cn God-fearing and kind-hearteu. 'l'he mt>n
ha\·e been hard-working and capable, and the
the call of their conntry, and while in ~en-ice
fought with the faithfulness which is one of
their characteristics. In the church they ha\·e
accepted the creed of their faith and then without question, lived up to it. As citizens, their
lives have been without reproach. The country,
perhaps, owes t hem more for their services as
pioneers than anything else, for they have ever
been first to press ont into the wilderness. Their
brawn hns been given to fell trees, to break the
land, and to establish civilization; to build
churches and schools where once the wild animals nnd still wilder I ndians roamed, and to
r ear families to their honor and to the p ride of
their land.
~IRS.
CHARLOTTE MONTREUIL, of
Windsor, widow of the late J ohn Montreuil, is
a d <'sccndant of one of the old French families
of W estern Ontario which was established by
J ost>ph La Jeunesse, the grandfather of this
most · hiJ:rhly-est eemed lady, in E ssex County,
Ont.
H is nath·e city was Quebec, and in its
locality he engaged in farming, also following
the same occupation in the County of Essex.
Grandfather La J eunesse was t wice married,
J oseph (the fath er of Mrs. Montreuil) and a
daughter being the children of his first union.
Jost>ph J.~a J eunesse was born in 1800 in the
County of Esse~, and became a prosperous
farmer in his locality. Ilis wife, Josephine
(flc-1.ai rre), was born in 1805 in County Essex,
and died at the age of ninety-five in 1901, and
they had the following children born to them:
~'\deline, who married Thomas Dent>teau, died
at the oge of sixty-seyen; Calixte, who married
A. :Monforton, has four sons and two daughters;
Jacques married (first ) J osephine· Bondy, by
whom he bad one son, Adelphise, and married
thrice after ward, but had no other children:
D omitile, who married Fred Dourcher, still lives
with her one son and two daughters; Ilelen, who
married Neil Gignac, had five sons and two
daughters; Emily is still single; Charlotte married J ohn Montreuil.
Mrs. Montreuil was born in 1841, in the
County of Esses, and was car efully and rt>ligi-
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onsly educated. In 1865 Rhe was united in marriage with John Montreuil, who was one of the
most prominent citizens of the locality. H e died
in 1871. Four children were born to their union,
namely: Rose, who died at the age of ten years;
Josephine, who died at the age of two months;
Maria Louise, who married Dr. McKeough, of
Detroit, and has a family of eight children,
Marie llortense, Marie I rene, Marie Louise,
1\farie Frances, Edward Dewey, :Marie Ruth,
:Mary Catheline and George Sartu; the youngest child of Mrs. Montreuil is Rev. Joseph Anthony, a priest of the Roman Catholic Church,
who is pursuing his work in Rome, Italy. Mrs.
Montreuil is a most devout member of this
Church, as was her husband, and a lady of estimable Christian cl1aracter and womanly virtues.
ller pleasant borne is located at No. 85 Ouellette
Avenue, within a short distance of that of her
daughter, in Detroit, Michigan. The family is
one which has been most highly regarded in
Essex County.
JAMES DRUMMOND, reeve of the township
of 1\fersea, County. of Essex, Ont., and general
farmer, was born in the township of Seneca,
County of IIaldimand, Ont., 1\fay 15, 1845.
Duncan Drummond, the grandfather, was a
native of Scotland, where he grew to manhood,
but later came to America, locating in New York
State. He served in the War of 1812, and when
that conflict was over, he removed to Canada,
settling at Glengarry, where he followed farming, and spent the remainder of his life. In politics he was a Conservative, while in religious
matters he was a Presbyterian. Tie was one of
a family of nine children, seven of whom were
sons.
Duncan Drummond (2), son of Duncan, and
father of James, was born at Glengarry, Ont.,
where he attained to manhood's estate, working
on the farm with his father. When he started
out in life f or himself, he located in Seneca t ownship, County of Haldimand, upon a farm of 100
acres, which land he cleared and lived upon,
engaged in 'f arming and t imbering until 1855.
That year he sold out and settled on Lot 21, Concession 8, County of Essex, purchasing 100 acres.
Upon this property he erected a . log house,
cleared up the land, and there spent the rest of
his life. He died in February, 1884, aged
seventy-nine, and was buried in Erie Cemetery,
Romney township, County of Kent. H is political convictions made him a Conservative. In
religion he was a Presbyterian.

In the County of Haldimand, 1\fr. Drummond
married Margaret Fisher, a native of Scotland,
and daughter of Robert Fisher, a successful
farmer of Seneca. Four children were born of
this marriage : J ames ; Robert died in 1899 ;
Mary married Charles Long; John, a railroad
man, r esides in Wheatley. The mother of these
children is still living, aged eighty-four, making
her home at Wheatley. She is a consistent member of the Methodist Church, and although advanced in years is very active.
James Drummond was ten years of age when
brought to Mersea township, and h~ attended the
county schools until he was eighteen, when he
became interested in lumbering, and was thus
engaged for four years, after which he settled
on the homestead, of fifty acres, where he has
been residing ever since, engaged in farming and
stock raising. He also operated the other fifty
acres which comprise the homestead. Upon his
portion of the property he erected a fine, commodious home in 1902, and has made other improvements. Mr. Drummond has always been
a Conservative, and has been a member of the
council for eleven · years, having been elected in
1891. I n 1903 he was elected reeve, and still
holds that office. Fraternally he is a member of
the A. F. & A. :M:., and also is a member of the
Chapter at Leamington. In addition, he is a
member of the Loyal Orf!.Dge Association, No.
1140, in which he has filled the office of secretary
and treasurer. During the Fenian trou'Qles :Mr.
Drummond served in the arniy for :five years,
three months and fifteen days. He and his family are consistent members of the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Drummond is a man of sunny disposition, genial and courteous in manner, and
he is noted for his stainless record as a public
official, ·and his uprightness as a private citizen.
On Oct. 15, 1872, Mr. Drummond married,
in Mersea township, Jane !meson, born in Mersea Feb. 24, 1853, daughter of Joseph and Fran-·
ces (Mosey) I meson, both of whom are still living and making their home in Mersea township.
Eight children have been born to Mr. and Urs.
Drummond: Mary, unmarried, is at home;
Robert, a farmer in Mersea, married .Amanda
Getty, and has two children, Harold R. and Nina
G.; James also engaged in farming in the township of Mersea, married Orvilla Tuffen; Frances
married J ames Reed, of Mersea township, and
has two children, Bffie I . and Benson R.; John,
also engaged in farming in the township of Mersea, married Maude Reed, and has one son, Guy
A.; Archie, Jenny and Burnes are all at home.
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MRS. MARGARET (TIIO~ISON) BRAY, a
highly-respected resident of Amherstburg, is
descended from one of the early pioneer families
of County Essex.
The Thomson family originated in Scotland,
but at an early day they all emigrated to the
North of Ireland, where Mrs. Bray's grandfather was born and where he spent his life.
His family was as follows: Robert, the first of
the family to come to Ontario, located in County
Essex, where for many years he was a teacher;
Charles L. was the father of Mrs. Bray; Thomas
also came to County Essex, where he followed
farming in the township of Maidstone, where he
died.
CHARLES LENNOX TnoMSON was born in I reland, Feb. 5, 1809, and came to Ontario with
relatives when but a boy. On attaining his majority he taught school for many years, and also
conducted a fine farm in Colchester South. H e
married Margaret Lockhart, a daughter of James
Lockhart, who was of Scottish extraction, and
their married life was spent in Colchester South,
where he died Dec. 12, 1884; his wife passed
away June 12, 1890. They were both consistent
members of the Church of England in Colchester South, in which Mr. Thomson was lay reader
and church warden for many years. He was a justice of the peace and commissioner in the H.C.J.,
and served as clerk and treasurer of his to·wnship for many years. In politics Mr. Thomson
was a Conservative. To himself and wife were
born the following children: Sarah Jane married George Fox, of Gosfield township; Amanda
married Adam Fox ; ]\•f argaret is Mrs. Bray;
Lucinda Julia married \Vheelcr Mickle, of the
North-West; Charles Lennox, of Colchester
South, married Laura Bray; Louisa Sophia was
married July 15, 1873, to James Brown, of Colchester South; Arthur Henry died at the aj!e of
two years; Eustace James is deceased; Alfred
Ernest, of Colchester South, married Melinda
Agla, daughter of Martin Agla.
Mrs. Margaret (Thomson) Bray was born in
Colchester South, in 1838, and married George
Hughson. They had no family. Mr. Hughson
was born in 1834, and died in 1868, while tht>y
were living in Colchester South. In 1876 Mrs.
Hughson married William Bray, who was born
in England in 1836, and after their marriage
Mr. and Mrs. Bray settled at Caledonia, Haldimand County, where :Mr. Bray became a manufacturer of wooden goods. To this union came
one son, Lennox Thomson, born in 1877, who is
well educated, and is now a civil engineer and
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land surveyor in Berlin, Co nty of Waterloo.
Mr. Bray died in 1877, after which Mrs. Bray
returned to her native county, and is now passing her declining years at 4mherstburg, surrounded by a host of acquaint~nces and friends,.
by whom she is greatly beloved for her many excellent traits of character.
ALLOIS ?!fASTER. Among the men whohave been identified with the official duties of
the County of Essex for many years Mr. .Allois.
1\faster occupies a prominent place. He came
of thrifty German stock, and the traits of that
strong race have been apparent in his life and
in his fidelity to the duties of his present official
position.
Mr. Master is himself a native of Germany,
as were also his parents and grandparents on
both sides of the family. His paternal grandfather, Allois Master, died at his birthplace in
Germany, hi~ death occurring about 184!).
Among his children was a son, Allois, the
father of our· subject, also born in Germany,
where he followed farming and died in the prime
of 1i fe about 1850. He had married Miss EUzabeth Creler, and to their union were born the
following children: Allois, Peter arid Fanny.
After the death of her husband :Mrs. Master
married J ohn Obelaner. In 1855 the family
moved to the United States, locating first in Bay
City, where they remained for eighteen months.
At the expiration of that time they moved to
Detroit and later to Sandwich, where they settled in 1857.
In this locality Allois Master; our subject,
who was born in Germany in 1844, began the
battle of life · for himself, working for the late
Judge Chewet, with whom he remained five
years, receiving six dollars per month anq his
board. Later he engaged with John Tumey, a
farmer at Maidstone Cross, for six dollars per·
month, and remained with him for eight months.
His next employer was William G. Hall, of
Windsor, who paid him six dollars per month, .
and he worked for him fourteen months. At the
expiration of this time Mr. Ma!'!ter engaged as
fireman of the tug "McQueller," and continut>d
this work for one season. By this time he realized the advisability of acquiring a knowledge
of some trade, and he learned the leather varnishing business with George H. P arker, of Detroit, with whom he remained for a number of
years. While engaged with Mr. Parker, in 1864,
1\fr. Master married Jane Spears, a daughter of
John Spears, of Sandwich. On leaving the De-
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- - - - - - - - - -- - - troit finn :Mr. l\Iaster entered the establishment
of John Cun·y, of Sandwich, a leather merchant,
and r emained there until 1882, wheu he was appointed by the Provincial Government bailiff of
the first division court of the County of Essex,
which position he has ably filled for t wenty
years. Since 1874 Mr. 11faster has been county
constable and for many years has been the general constable of Sandwich. Politically lw is a
Reformer, and religiously both he and his wife
are members of the Church of England.
The children born to :Mr. and Mrs. Master are
Allois, John and Jean. Allois Master married
Anll1ie l\IcK(•c, an<.l he has three children, Maud,
Wellington and Jean. J ohn Master is attending
Detroit Business University, and J ean is in high
school.
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DAVID REID, JR., the oldest living representative of the Reid family that came from
County Donegal, Ireland, in the early part of
the nineteenth century, and located, first in the
County of Huntingdon, Quebec, later in Ontario,
is now one of the highly-respected agriculturists
in ~Iersca township, residing on a well-cultivated
farm on the 8th Concession.
The Reid family is of Scotch origin, but for
several generations its representatives have been
farmers in the North of Ireland, whither so·
many of their countrymen had fled because of
religious or political troubles. David Reid, the
grandfather of our subject, was born in County
Donegal, and there followed farming. He married I sabelle Jarvis, also of Scotch descent, and
to their marriage the following childr·en were
born : Catherine, who married James Dell, and
moved to the Province of Quebec, later to the
County of Essex:, Province of Ontario, and died
there; George, who died in Michigan; Jane, who
married James Reid; Ann, who married William
McMullen, and died in Mersea township;
Susanna, who married David Kennedy, and died
in Mersea township; J ohn, mentioned below ;
Elizabeth, who married J ohn Oliver (both died
in the State of Ohio); James, who died in Mersea township ; David, who also died in Mersea
township; and one that died in infancy. David
Reid brought his wife and family to the Province of Quebec, joining his son John, who had
come out some two years before. H e passed the
remainder of his days in his new home, and died
there in 1849. He was a Methodist in his religious belief, while politically he belonged to the
Reform party. The widowed mother and her
children moved to the County o~ Essex, Ontario,

and there her remaining days were spent, tenderly oared for in her old age by her grandson,
Da·vid, Jr., dying at his home in 1865, at the
advanced age of ninety-three. She was a noble
Christian woman, and reared her children to
useful manhootl and womanl1ood. She, too, belonged to the Methodist Church.
John Reid, son of David, and father of
David, Jr., was born in County Donegal, and
there was reared to manhood, receiving but a
limited education. Wishing to better his condition, in 1832, accompanied by his wife and
youngest child, he embarked in a sailing vessel
at Londondet·ry, Ireland, and after a voyage
lasting nine w~eks, landed in Quebec. He
located in what was known as New Ireland, in
the County of Huntingdon, where later he was
joined by his parents and other members of the
family. Settling down to farming on a 100ncre tract, he spent twenty-two years in its cultivation, selling out in 1854 to come to Ontario,
with eleven other families. They made the journey by boat to Hamilton, Ont., thence by railroad to the County of Essex:. This was the first
year the Canadian Western Railway was in
operation. J ohn Reid located in Lot 14, Concession 8, where he bought 200 acres of land, seliing fifty of it later; he erected a small log cabin,
whither h e. brought his wife and children. There
were no road in those days, the entire 8th Concession being a wilderness, tht·ough which wolves,
bears, deer, wild turkey, etc., roamed at will. Mr.
Reid bent his energies to the task of clearing his
land, and making a comfortable home for his
loved ones. In time his fields were cleared aud
cultivated, the little cabin replaced by a larger
house built of hewed logs, and necessary outbuildings erected. The potash made from the
timber cut off the land, was hauled to Windsor,
and there exchanged for groceries and other
necessities, the trip to \Vindsor consuming
three days of valuable time.
Mr. Reid
lived t o see all this changed.
As one
of the pioneers he blazed the trail for the onwa.rd marching civilization, and roads were
made, schools and churches built, towns appeared, and on his own land he saw a comfortable brick dwelling erected in place of the one
of logs, hewed by his own band. B e died in
1880, at the age of seventy-five, and was buried
in the Albuna Cemetery, Mersea township. He
was a faithful member of the Methodist Church,
and gave the land on which was erected the first
church of that denomination in the 8th Concession ; previous to that the services were held in
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In Ireland, he married Jane Robinson, daughter of Christopher Robinson, also 0f
Scotch descent. 'rhree children were born to
them prior to the emigration to America: David,
Jr.; Ann, who married John Hooker, and r esides
in Leamington; and I sabelle, who died young.
Seven other children were born in Canada:
Mary, who married Robert Stevenson, and lives
in Mersea township; William, who makes his
home in the State of Arkansas; Susanna, who
became the wile of Frank llooker, of Leamington; Catherine, now Mrs. Christopher Ogle, of
Mersea township; Ruth, wife of George Hooker,
of Romney township; James, of Leamington;
and Christopher, who died young. The wife
and mother died in 1878, aged seventy-five, and
sleeps her last sleep in the Albuna Cemetery.
Like ber husband, she was a faithful and con~
sis tent member of the Methodist Church. John
Reid belonged to the Reform pnrty and to th~
Loyal Orange Association.
David Reid, Jr., was born in County Donegal, Ireland, F eb. 11, 1828, and was six years
old when brought to the New World by his
grandparents, making the voyage in a sailing
vessel, and spending eleven weeks on the water.
He attended school in New Ireland, in the Province of Quebec, but as his services were early
needed at home, his educational opportunities
were limited. lie engaged in farming, and when
the eleven families moved from Quebec to Ontario
his was one of them. He settled on 100 acres of
bush land in Mersea township, east of his
father's tract, and erected a log house 16 x 22
feet. The lumber he cut off his land was converted into potash, and sold in Windsor for the
necessities of life. His hours of toil were long,
as the labor of clearing the land was great, and
it was work that must be. done. Naturally industrious, and inured to hardships from childhood, he succeeded, and in a comparatively short
time had the larger part of his farm under cnltivation. lie was among the first to grow tobacco, and his success in that line induced him to
continue its culture to the present time. As a
general farmer and stock raiser he has no superior: He is a lover of good horses, and will go
any distance to see a fine one. His stables contain some of the best breeding animals in the
county, and these have taken a number of prizes
at stock shows. In 1876 he built his present
home, a fine brick dwelling, costing upward of
$2,000, and his fine barns and outbuildings are
a credit to his thrift and care.
Mr. Reid has voted the Liberal ticket all l1is

life, but has never cared for public office f~
himself. For a number of (years he has been
mail carrier for the Goldsmith post office from
Blytheswood, making three t~ips weekly. He is
an active member of 'l'rinit .Methodist Church
in Romney township, which he served for a time
as trustee, and for the past thirty years has been
steward. Fraternally he is a Mason, being affiliated with the lodge at Leamington; and he is a
charter member of Goldsmith Lodge, No. 1225,
Loyal Orange Association, which be has served as
master, nnu for two years was treasurer of the
county lodge. He is very patriotic, and has a
deep and abiding faith in the Government of his
country. He is a stanch advocate of the public
school, and has been found in favor of any movement tending toward the progress of his town
and county. lie was one of 'the pioneers, anrl
his own personal history has been the history of
his township. His life has been filled with hard
work, work that has been rewarded by final success, and l\lr. Reid can look back over his long
life serene in the consciousness that while he has
been allotted more than the Psalmist's threescore yeat·s and ten, his years have been well
spent.
In 1853, in New Ireland, County of Huntingdon, Quebec, David Reid, Jr., was united in
marriage with Susanna Bell, daughter of James
Bell, a native of Fermanagh, Ireland. She died
in 1856, leaving two children, Robinson, of Leamington, who married Mary A. Nibbit, and has
six children; and Ellen, wife of' John Dick, of
~lersca township, who has three children. On
l\Iay 31, 1857, in Mersea township, Mr. R:eid was
married (second), by Rev. Henry Scratch, to
Ann Jane Reid. who ·was born in Dnegal, Ireland, June 30, 1836, daughter of James and J ane
(Reid) Reid. Urs. Reid was for many years an
active worker in the :Methodist Church, being a
teacher in the Sunday School, and otherwise
laboring for the spread of her belief. Children
as follows were born to this worthy couple :
~Iiriam Sarah married John Reid, of 1\Iersea
township. and they have three children. Ja!le,
wife of Francis Armstrong, of Mersca township,
has three children. Alvina (deceased) married
Joseph Jenkins, and w~s the mother of one son,
DaTid Clarence, who has been reared by his
grandfather..,Pa;vid Reid, Jr. 1\fary, wife of Edward Mitchell, of'· Detroit, has three children.
The family are all respected in the various com.
munities in which they reside, and are fine example.s of the type of manhood and womanhood
that emanates from a good, Christian home.
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'!'hey were aU taught the dignity of honest labor,
and when ready to make homes for themselves,
were not found wanting.
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JA}lES REID, who passed away in February, 1875, at the home of his son-in-law, David
Reid, Jr., in 1\Iersea township, County of Essex, is still remembered in that locality by the
~lder residents.
Mr. Reid was a native of County Donegal,
Ireland, and was one of the family of nine chil·dren born to David and Elizabeth (Virtue) Reid,
namely : James; Elizabeth; Catherine ; Bessie;
.John, who died in Illinois; William, who died
while crossing the Atlantic; David, who lived in
Jo Daviess county, Illinoiil; Margaret; and Jane.
"The father of this family was also a native of
County Donegal, and was a farmer· by occupa·tion. . He was a member of the Methodist
·Church.
J ames Reid, the eldest of the family, was
reared in his native land, and received his edu-cation in the public sehools. He was trained to
· farming from early boyhood. In his native land
he married Jane Reid, who was born in County
Donegal, daughter of David Reid (and aunt of
David, Jr.), and nine children, all born in
Connty Don('gal, Ireland, blessed this union:
Eliza married John Gildgrist, and died in the
town of Milverton, County of Perth, Ont. John
died in Ireland. David died in Mersea town-ship, County of Essex. George resides on the
homestead in Mersea to·wnship, Isabelle died
young. Catherine (deceased) was the wife of
.James McMullen. Ann Jane is the wife of
David · Reid, Jr., of l\iersea t ownship. Sarah
.died young. Sarah (2) married George Knox,
a farmer of :Mersca township. Three of this family died in Ireland, and in 1849, with his wife and
surviving children, Mr. Reid left his native land
for Canada, sailing from Donegal on the twomasted brig "Tursha," from Sunderland, and
1anding in Quebec after a voyage of eleven
weeks. The first home of the family in this
country was at what is known as New Ireland,
in the County of Huntingdon, Quebec, where
they settled on a tract of fifty acres, remaining
there until 1854. They then sold out and came
to Ontario, locating in Mersea township, County
of Essex, on Lot 16, Concession 8, taking up a
tract of Dfty acres of "bush" land, on which
they erected a log house. Here :Mr. Reid followed farming for several years, after which he
moved to the County of Perth, where he made
.a new location, at Stratford, at which place he

continued for several years also. He then returned to Mersea township, where he and his
wi!e passed the remainder of their days 'vith
their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
David Reid, Jr., 1\lr. Reid passing away in F ebruary, 1875, at the advanced age of eighty-six
years, and 1\frs. Reid in 1882, when eighty-five
years, six months old. They are buried in the
cemetery at Albuna, Mersea township. They
were excellent people, highly respected wherever
they were known, and lived useful, industrious
lives, rearing their children well. :Mrs. Reid was
a member of the Methodist Church for over sixty
years, and was a woman of many sterling qualities and high Christian character.
:MRS. HENRY C. NEICE, who for the past
decade has been the actual manager and operator of the fine family farm located on Lot 10,
Concession 12, Colchester North, is probably one
of the most universally esteemed residents of
that township. Not only is she admired for the
business ability which she has shown since affliction threw unusual burdens upon her shoulders,
but also for the Christian cheerfulness with
which she has faced troubles and the wifely and
maternal devotion she has invariably displayed.
Mrs. Neice was born July 11, 1857, in Louth
township, County of Lincoln, Ont., and comes
of a very old Canadian family, of English extraction. Her great-grandparents were James
and Annie (Brander) Tinlin, the former of
whom was born in England, Aug. 28, 1766, and
the latter in May, 1771. He was a son of a
wealthy banker who sailed for .America in 1800
and was wrecked on the ocean but finally reached
Virginia. In old age he removed to St. Catharines, Ontario. Mrs. Annie (Brander) Tinlin
was a first cousin to. William Kaye, baronet, of
Eastshire, in the County of Surrey, England,
who came into the title upon the death of his
great-uncle, Sir Brooke Watson.
Brooke Watson, Esq., had in early life adopted
the naval profession, but was obliged to abandon
it in consequence of the accidental loss of his
right leg by the bite of a shark, while bathing at
Havana in 1749. He settled in London as a
merchant in 1759. Having previously served
as a commissary abroad, be was appointed commissary-general to the army in North America
in 1782, and upon his return, in 1784, was
elected one of the representatives of the city of
London, chosen alderman, nominated sheriff in
1785 (which office he served) and placed in the
civic chair in 1796. The latter year he received
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a commission as commissary-general of England,
and was created a Baron Dec. 5, 1803, with remainder in default of male issue, to his grandnephews successively, William Kaye, the sons of
his niece, Anne Webber (daughter of Richard
Webber,, Esq., and Elizabeth Watson, Sir
Brooke's sister), by her husband, William Kaye,
Esq., of Montreal. Sir Brooke died Oct. 2, 1807,
when the title devolved, according to the limitation in the patent, upon William Kaye, Esq.
John Tinlin, the gran~father of Mrs. Neice,
was born in Virginia in 1800, married Sarah
Hainer, who was born in County Lincoln in
1801, and had children as follows : James, the
father of Mrs. Neice; Hannah C., Mrs. (Rev.)
Ellis; Cornelia, Mrs. Eli Gregory; William H.,
who was a merchant at St. Catharines; Margarcf
A., who married Capt. J ames Kelley, of County
Lincoln; Sarah J., Mrs. Crosby, of County Lincoln; Matilda, who married J ohn Wood, of
County Lincoln; and Mary L., who married
George Mathews, of County Lincoln.
J ames Tinlin, father of our subject, was
born Aug. 10, 1823, and married 1\fay 20, 1849,
Martha Gregory, born April 20, 1823, both natives of County Lincoln. They settled at St.
Catharines, where he was a ship carpenter and
a lumber contractor during the building o.f the
W elland Canal. He was quite prominent as a
shipbuilder and contractor in that locality for
years. In 1879 he sold his business there and removed with his family to County Essex, settling
in Colchester North, Concession 12, Lot 8, where
he cleared up a farm from its wild state, and
here he died Nov. 20, 1893, his widow surviving
until Jan. 8, 1897.
Mrs. Tinlin organized the first Sunday School
in Colchester North, aud was superintendent of
same for several years, and she was one of the
intellectual as well as spiritual women of the
neighborhood, where her influence was long felt.
She was identified with the Methodist Church.
In politics Mr. Tinlin ardently supported the
Reform party, but 'vas never willing to accept
public office.
Mr. and Mrs. Tinlin had a family of eight
children, of whom Mrs. Neice was the fifth in the
order of birth, the others being : Margaret Sarah,
born in 1850, is the wife ·of Richard Allen, of
Colchester North. Hamilton A., born Dec. 23,
1851, married Roxie .Acklam, of County York,
and has two children, Hattie and Robert J .;
they settled at Galveston, Texas, where they lost
all tl;leir property in the late disaster, and they
now reside at Houston, where he is a contractor,

interested in building the wharf at Galveston,
and a captain of a dredgiJg outfit. · Eli Kay,
born Nov. 25, 1853, is unmar(.ied, and is engaged
in business at Sault Ste. Marie. Philip E., born
in Novem?er, 1~55_, a chemibal e~gineer, .resid~s
at Bay City, :Michigan; he zharned J enme Willoughby, of Canada, and they have two children,
James and Aileen. Cornelia C., born in 1859,
is the wife of Robert Hurst, of Leamington,
where she is the matron of the County Home,
and they have three children, Irene, Eli and
Jeanette. Annie, born in 1861, is the wife of
A. G. Butler, of Colchester South, and they have
five children, Edith, Cornelia, Roy, Orrin and
Burdett. William, born March 28, 1863, died
in 1881, in promising young ·manhood.
Mrs. Neice was reared in County Lincoln and
was educated at the schools of St. Catharines.
In October, 1877, she was united in marriage
with Henry C. Neice, who was born in County
IIaldimand, where they settled for some years
as farmers. They sold out their interests there
in 1892 and purchased the John Edgar property,
locally known as the Edgar Mills property, and
here they have resided ever since. A short time
before settling in County Essex Mr. Neice suffered from a sunstroke, a calamity from which
he has never recovered. With the courage of a
noble nature, Mrs. Neice assumed unusual responsibilities, and has not only successfully managed the large farm, but has reared her children
to be respected members of society.
·
A family of five children was born to Mr.
and Mrs. Neice, as follows: Martha H., born
Feb. 6, 1879, in County Haldimand, is the wife
of F. W. Beaton, station agent at Edgar's Mills,
and they have one daughter, Fay I.; Raymond
C., born March 28, 1882, is at home; Harold T.,
born July 25, 1885, is also at home: Fay B.,
born July 11, 1888, is unmarried and at home,
as is also Hilliard C., born Nov. 22, 1891.
In religious preference the family has long
been prominent in the Baptist Church, of which
l\fr. Neice was a deacon for fourteen years in
County Haldima.nd. During his years of political activity he was an active supporter of the
:
Government.
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J. C. ROSS, a well-known fruit grower of
Leamington, and a member of the city council,
was born Aug. 2, 1853, at Paris, County of
Brant, Ont., son of George and Isabelle (Rodgers) Ross.
George Ross, father of Elder J . C. Ross, was
born in Ross-shire, in the Highlands of Scotland,
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son of Christopher Ross, a blacksmith and iron
worker there. 'Vith his father George Ross
learned his trade, and remained at home at work
until he became of age, when he went to the city
of Glasgow, and secured work there long enough
to provide himself with the means for crossing
the sea. From the city of Glasgow he sailed in
one of the small vessels of that day, safely reaching Quebec., from which city he went to Toronto.
In that city he remained some years, operating
a shop on Yonge St1·eet, but later removed to
the County of Brant, and finding a good opening
at the town of Paris, located there. For some
years Mr. Ross prospered at his trade at Paris,
but finally decided to turn his attention to farming, and with that in view, bought a tract of land
in Zorra, County of Oxford. Upon that farm
the 1·emainder of his life was spent, and there
l1e died at the age of sixty-three years, and was
interred in the H arrington Cemetery. He was
a stanch Liberal in his political belief. For ·many
years he was a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church. At Paris, Ont., he married I sabelle Rodgers, born in Scotland, who died on the
farm in Zorra township. She was a most worthy
member of the Presbyterian Church, and a
woman who was admirable in all the relations
of life. Slle became the mother of ten children,
five ·Of whom died young, the others being J. C.;
Alexander, of the County of Perth; I sabelle, who
resides with our subject; Rosalie; and Ralph, a
resident of P emoroke, Ontario.
J . C. Ross, a leading member of the Leamington Presbyterian Church, in which he is an
elder, removed with his parents to Zorra township, Co1,1nty of Oxford, and! was there reared
and educated. Ile remained in that county until
1895, when he came to :Mersea township, County
of Essex, locating in the town of Leamington.
Purchasing a flfteen-acre tract of land from
Peter Conover, he erected thereupon a commodious residence, one of the most complete and attractive in the place, at a cost of $2,500. This
land Mr. Ross decided to devote to the culture
of fruit, and began by setting out a fine peach
orchard. The untimely frosts of 1898 were very
disastrous to him, destroying· 2,000 peach trees
which were netting him a fine income. He considers that his loss was $3,000. Replanting his
orchard, he now has the satisfaction of raising
some of the finest peaches ever placed on the
market in this locality. He raises small fruits
in abundance and early vegetables. He owns
a tract of 100 additional acres of marsh land,
which he devotes to general farming purposes.

His success has been the result of careful attention to his industt·y, and his only loss has been
something which no provision of his could have
prevented.
In politics l\Ir. Ross has always been a stanch
Liberal, and was elected a member of the council of Leamington in 1903, and is proving a careful and conservative city official. Since 1879
Mr. Ross has been an elder in the Presbyterian
Church, he being then but twenty-six years of
age and residing at Harrington, Ont. This fact
alone should be sufficient eulogy on one who is
so esteemed and respected. When he left his
place of residence in 1895, he was presented with
an address by the ministers and the congregation, testifying to their regret at parting with
one whose sterling traits of character had made
him so worthy to fill the high churchly office.
I n Zorra township, Mr. Ross married Catherine Manson, born in that township, daughter
of Donald and Christina (McLachlan) Manson,
both of whom we1·e born in Scotland. They came
to the County of Oxford, and both died there.
The one son of this marriage died in infancy, but
two adopted daughters, Alice and Lillie, have
filled the home with childish glee and girlhood
charm. Both l\Irs. Ross and her daughters are
also members and active workers in the Presbyterian Church.
JOHN GOATBE is a member of the firm of
Buchanan & Goa.tbe, manufacturers of and dealers in builders' supplies, coal, fence posts, etc., at
Comber, County of Essex, Ontario.
JAMES McLEOD was for many years a
leading business man of Windsor and Essex
Centre. H e was born in August, 1828, ncar
Paris, Ont., son of Samuel' and Letitia (Ennis)
McLeod. Robert McLeod, the grandfather, was
born in the Highlands of Scotland, and spent his
whole life in his native land.
Samuel McLeod, son of Robert and father
of the late James McLeod, was also born in Scotland, and was the founder of the family in Ontario, locating near Paris, where he owned a fine
farm, later in life moving to Straffordville, Ont.,
where he died. His wife, Letitia Ennis, was
born near St. John, New Brunswick, and also
died at Straffordville. The two children born
to them \Vere: Eliza, who died at the age of
twenty.one years; and James, whose death pccurred in 1885.
The late James McLeod grew to manhood in
his birthplace, and his earliest business venture~
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were connected with agricultural pursuits, and buried in Point Pelee Ce1retery. He was a
also with contracting for railroad ties. In 1860 member of the Catholic Church, and in polities
l\'Ir. McLeod was married to Miss Sarah Eva a Conservative. He married Susan DeLaurier,
Price, who was born March 15, 1843, and who who lived at Point Pelee, daughter of Charles
still survives him. After marriage they r esided DeLaurier. She is also a member of the Cathofor a time at Straffordville, removing thence to lic Church, and is still Ii'ving at the age of
Springfield, Ont., and later to Windsor. IIere seventy-two. 'fheir children "ere ns follows:
1\Ir. McLeod became the proprietor of the "Great Joseph, who is mentioned below; Francis, who
Western Hotel,'' and he built also the '' Ameri- lives at Point Pelee; Theresa, who married Adam
can Hotel," at Essex Center, conducting the Oper; l\fary (deceased), who married Enos
same until his death in 1885. Few men of his Loop; Victoria, who married Scott Ribble; Allocality more entirely enjoyed the confidence and bert, who lives at Point Pelee; and Maxim, who
respect of the community. During his long ex- also lives at Point Pelee.
perience in hotelkeeping he was known to have
Joseph Girardin was born at Point. Pelee,
strictly observed the law, and no charge could Xov. 25, 1852, and as a child attended the district
ever be brought against him of selling liquor schools of that place during the ''"inter months.
after the regulated honrs, or on the Sabbath. ' lie grew up on the home farm, where he reHis attitude on all public matters was that of mained for some time aftet· reaching manhood.
an intelligent and jnst man, and his hotels were He became nty successful as a farmer and fruit
models of comfort and convenience, and at the g1·ower, and owned and operated ninety-three
same time resorts on ly of law-abiding and re- acres of land. In 1892 he sold out, and bought
spected citizens. I n political conviction he was his present farm of fifty-three acres, in Concesa Conservative, and his fraternal connection was sion C, Range B, where he is engaged in stock
with the 1\fasonic order. In religion, Mr. l\Ie- raising and general farming, and is one of the
Leod belonged to the Presbyterian Church and pi'Osperous and progressive farmers of the rewas a most liberal contributor to its benevolences. l!ion. In politics he is a Conserv-ative, and was a
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. McLeod sd10ol trustee in Point Pelee for nine years. He
were: Pascal Byron, who married Lillie, daugh- is a man of domestic habits, and very fond of his
t er of Capt. Fraser, and had children, 1\fabel, home and family. All of the family are devout
Bessie R., Ethel and Robet·t F.; and Samuel lll<'mhers of the Catholic Church. Mr. Girardin
Melvin, deceased. Robert F., the grandson of married, in 1879, Elizabeth Oper, sister of
Mrs. McLeod, was the first male child to be chris- Adam Oper, who wa·s born . on 1\Iiddle Bass Istened in St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church of land. The children born to this union are as
Windsor. Since the death of her husband, l\!rs. follows: .Anne, who lives in D etroit; Lena, who
McLeod has resided in Windsor, where she owns married Louis Livingston; Muriel, Frank, Olive
valuable property. She is a lady well known, and Willard, who are at home; Agnes and 1\Iarand is very highly regarded as a member of the gar('t, twin~, who are at home; and George, who
church, and as a most estimable resident, kind is also at home. All the members of the family
are cordially liked and highly respected by all
neighbor and thoughtful -and sincere friend.
who know them.
DE hn:RJE~t. The De IJaurier family, of which
JOSEPH GIRARDIN is a successful stock '
raiser and general farmer of :Mersea to'vnship, )fr·s. Susan (De Laurier) Girardin; mother of
living on his own farm in Concession C, Range ,Joseph, is a member, is one of the old settled
B. H e is of French descent in both paternal Frc>nch families of Canada, the first of the name
and maternal lines, but was born in Canada, all!l in America being Guilbert De Laurier. Charles
is recognized as one of the progressive French De Laurier, grandfather of·Joseph Girardin, was
born in Detroit, and there gre"iv up and learned
Canadians of the county.
The ancestors of Joseph Girardin came from the trade of cooper. He· came to Canada as a
Quebec to Essex county, and settled b Amherst- young man, and settled at P oint P elee, :Mersea
burg, where Francis, fath er of Joseph. was township, obtaining a forty-acre tract of land by
born. When a young man he moved to Point squatter's right, as one of the first settlers in that
P elee, took up land by squatter's right, and section of country. The remainder of his life
engaged in farming and fishing. H e passed the was spent in that place, where he died at the age
remainder of his life in that place, dying at the ()f seventy-two, and was buried in the familY;
age of seventy-six, in August, 1899, and being hnrying-ground, on the farm. lie married Flor-
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ence Le Prince, a native of Amherstburg, who
is also buried in the family cemetery. Both were
members of the Catholic Church. Their children were as follows : Nellie, who married P eter
Girardin; Oliver (deceased); Sophia, who married Charles Albert, and lives in Trenton, :Michigan; Louis, who lives in London; John (deceased) ; Susan, who married Francis Girardin,
father of Joseph; Philip, who lives in Leamington; Theresa, who married Joseph Robson; Victoria, who married John Toots, and lives on Middle Bass Island; Leonora, who married a Mr.
Washington, and lives in Ohio; and J ulia, who
married J ohn Whipple, of Mersea township, anu
lives in Ohio.
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JOSEPH l\IORAND, a farmer of Sandwich
East, on the Tecumseh Road, belongs to a family held in universal esteem by the people of th~
County of E ssex. From generation to generation
the Morands have been leading citizens, and always activ.e in everything pertaining to the
good of the community.
The family is descended from Charles Morand, great-grandfather of Joseph, who was born
in France and came to :Montreal as a soldier.
.From Montreal he journeyed to Detroit in a
canoe with a 1\Ir. Campeau, these two men being
the first white men to settle in Detroit. Charles
Morand married Miss Belperche, of France, and
left a family of four daughters, all married into
the Campeau family, and five sons, Charles, J oseph, Louis, Peter and Maurice.
These sons and daughters all married and settled in Detroit, except Joseph, who went across
the river and settled on the Canadian side,. in
Sandwich East, on the river front, where he purchased a large body of land now owned by his
nephew. He died in Sandwich, and is buried
near the church which he helped to found therl!.
He married Archan M:oross, of Detroit, and they
had three sons and one daughter. The daughter,
Antalice, married Antoine Cecile, and dietl in
Sandwich, where they settled. L ouis Morand
died single. Joseph married Margaret Dophan,
of Chatham; they settled and died in Sandwbh,
having a family.
·
Antoine Morand, the third son and our subject's father, settled for some years o~ the old
homestead on the river front, but on account of
the fl.oods·he moved later to the Tecumseh Road,
where he built on the same lands. He built the
first sawmill on what is known as Little River, in
Sandwich East, where for many years he sawed
lumber for his neighbors. He passed a 1ife of

quiet usefulness at this old home, and died there
in 1888, at the age of eighty-two years.. His wife
was Mary A. J anniss, who was born in Sandwicb.
East in 1819, the daughter of llyppolite J anniss, a native of Sandwich. She died in 1895.
They were both members of the Catholic Church,
in which they took an active part.
Antoine
Morand left a family of seven children, as follows: (1) Joseph, our subject, is the eldest. (2)
Henry, the second son, is married and is a prominent citizen of Sandwich village.
(3) Frank
married and lives on the old farm home, where
he is bringing up his family. (4) Emily is the
deceased wife of Patrick Renaud.
(5) Eliza
married Peter Forcier, who lives in Saginaw,
Michigan. (6) Moses, born in Sandwich, married and settled in Sandwich South; he has a
family of five children. (7) Paul is married and
resides on a part of the old homestead with his
family.
Joseph :Morand is the eldest son of this prominent pioneer family, who are so. widely known
in Essex County. He was born at th e farm on
the Tecumseh Road, Sept. 11, 1844. He grew
up at the old home, and received only a limited
education. His youth was spent in helping to
clear up the old home farm. When a young man
he purchased his present home, which he cleared
up, and on which he made all the improvements,
till he now owns one of the finest farms in that
section of the county. I n 1876 he erected the
fine house where he has lived up to the present
time. He also owns one other farm in East Sandwich.
I n 1878 Mr. Morand married Miss Mary L.
Burnett, who was born in Detroit in 1853. He
and his wife have a family of five children. (1) .
Columbus, born in October, 1879, was a student
of the Windsor high school, and the Detroit
Business College. His health has been poor for
three years, and he has lived at home. He is not
married. (2) Emily, born in February, 1883, is
a graduate of the Sandwich schools, and is at
home, unmarried. (3) J osephine, born in 1885,
is a graduate of the Tecumseh separate schooL
(4) Annie, born in 1888, is a graduate of the
Tecumseh separate school. ( 5) Ernest, born in
1891, is a student at the separate school.
Mrs. Morand is the daughter of Charles and
Emily (Morass) Burnett, the former born in
Montreal in 1817, and his wife in Detroit. Both
come of prominent old French families. They
settled in D etroit, where Mr. Burnett died. His
wife· still makes her home in that city. Seven
of their children are still living, those besides
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Mrs. l\forand being: J oscphine, the wife of Anthony 1\Iichaels, of Detroit; Columbus, a resident
of Detroit; Melinda, the wife of Eugene Costigan, of Petoskey, Michigan; Eliza, the wife
of Clement Janniss, of Sandwich East;
Ella; Charlotte, the wife of Fred Ohlert, of Detroit. Adaline, deceased, was the wife of J ohn
Trombley, of Detroit. Mrs. Morand was educated in Detroit.
The Morand family are all members of the
Catholic Church. In his political views, :Mr. Morand has always been identified with the old Conservative party. He is a member of the C.M.
B.A., and also of the John Baptist Society.
Joseph Morand is a man loved and esteemed
by all who know him for his kindly disposition
and genial nature, and his upright, conscientious life. His wife is a lady of culture and of
many virtues, and their children are a source of
solace and satisfaction to them in their declining
years.
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CHARLES H. HEATON, one of the prominent residents of Pelee Island, County of Essex,
was born at Morpeth, Ont., Nov. 12, 1830, and is
the only survivor in the family of ten children
born to Joseph G. and Annie (Mosher) Heaton.
Joseph G. Heaton 'vas born on the east side
of the Green mountains. He was a soldier in the
War of 1812, and participated in the battle of
Plattsburg. After the close of hostilities, he settled in New York State, and there married Annie Mosher, who was born on the Mohawk Flats,
near Schenectady, New York. Her family came
from the same stock as the wealthy :Mosher family of England. Her great-grandfather, Hugh
Mosher, came from England in 1660, with two
brothers, one of whom died of cholera, and one
was killed by the I ndians. The sum of £32,000,000 sterling was held in the Bank of England
for the Mosher heirs for a number of years, and
there was much litigation over this fortune. The
American branch of the f amily failed to secure
its legal share.
Joseph G. Heaton was a skilled mechanic, being by trade a carpenter and wagon maker. Some
time in the twenties he removed to Morpeth,
Ont., where he resided until the Mackenzie Rebellion in 1837-38, at which time, upon his refusal
to take the oath of allegiance, he was requested
to move, and he returned to New York State,
settling in Oswego County. There he r esided
until 1859, when he took up his home with his
chHdren, and lived until his death in 1866. He
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was a very worthy man, highly respected by all
who knew him, and one wh6 remained true to
his principles no matter what the cost might be.
Charles II. H eaton, the subject proper of this
sketch, was r eared at home, ~d recei\'ed a fair
education in the common schools. When twenty-three years of age, he began his apprenticeship to the trade of millwright, and served three
years. At this time he was a resident of Fulton,
New York, and nt the expiration of his apprenticeship he engaged in boat-building, thus continuing for two years, when he went to Columbia City, Indiana, and was occupied in various
ways. In 1859 he married Miss Hannah Artin,
and the following May moved to Fremont, Ohio,
where he resided until 1862. He then enlisted
in a pioneer troop at Cleveland, composed of
boat and bridge builders, and upon his enlistment he weighed 172 pounds. .Eight months
later, when he returned, _he weighed just 92
pounds. In 1864 he purchased a four-acre farm
in Put-in-Day, paying for it two hundred dollar·s per acre. At one corner of this he built
himself a small house. Later he sold two acres
for twelve hundred dollars, and still later the
other two acres for two thousand dollars, he
never having made a payment upon the land.
I n the spring of 1870 Mr. Heaton came to
P elee Island and bought twenty-five acres of his
present farm, building his home in the ~oods,
and in it he has since resided. After clearing
his farm Mr. IIeaton set it out in grapes, and he
has become very prominent among those who devote their ·time and attention to the culture of
grapes. Ilis 'vine has attained a popularity
which makes it a favorite among those who appreciate high quality, and Mr. IIeaton ships it
to all parts of Canada and the States, reaping
large profits from his sales.
Six children, four of whom survive, were
born to Mr. and Mrs. Ileaton: Charles II.,
J r., a seafaring man ; Anna, wife of :Milladore
Thoman, of Marion, Ohio; Edith, wife of A. J .
Richards, of Bucyrus, Ohio; and Frank L. In
1891 Airs. H eaton died, and in 1896 Mr. Heaton married Mrs. Ellen Nichols, formerly. Miss
Prior, a most charming lady who joins her husband in offering friends a gracious hospitality
which makes the Heaton home celebrated as a
delightful gathering place. I n politics :Mr. Heaton is a Liberal, but has never desired public
preferment, devoting himself to his private affairs, and the conduct of his farm and vineyard.
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JOHN GU~N, one of the substantial farmers perous ranchman, with a family. (7) John, the
and much-esteemed citizens of the County of Es- subject. of this sketch, is the youngest member
sex, resides on a. fine property located in Lots 3 of the family.
John Gunn attended school a few years in
and 4, IIuron Lane Road, Sa.ndwich West. Mr.
Gunn was born Feb. 12, 1835, in Jackson Coun- 1\lichigan, and was twelve years old when he
ty, Michigan, son of John and Annie (Shilling- came to Sandwich, and went to live with his sisford ) Gunn, both of whom were born in Buck- ter, Mrs. Jessop, with whom be remained until
ingham, England, where they were reared and he started in life as a laborer and farme1· fot·
himself, earning by day's work the means with
married.
In 1828 the parents of Mr. Gunn emigrated which to pnrchase ninety acres of land. To this
to America and settled for two years at Ann lu- fl.rst purchase he added until be now owns a fine
bor, Michigan, and then located on a farm three ·farm of 130 acres, all in one body. In 1862 he
miles from J ackson. At the time of their settle- erected on h.is la.nd a little log boose, a.nd in that
ment the land was still wild prairie, and al- he and his estimable young wife started their
though many discouragements faced them, a.nd married life together.
they were often homesick for the green lanes and
On Jan. 23, 1862, Mr. Gunn married l\Iary
soft airs of their native land, they sensibly de- A. Vollans, born in Sandwich East in 1839,
cided to persevere and make a good home in their daughter of George and Miriam Vollans, one of
new location. They 'vere much bothered by lack the old and prominent families of the township;
of transportation, by drouths and floods, and by she died in July, 1896. Mrs. Gunn was educated
the still savage Indians, but they endured all, in Sandwich, a.nd grew to womanhood at the old
and peacefully passed away in this pioneer home. homestead. She was a consistent member of the
'l'he mother died in 1844, but the father sur- Church of England, and a woman of many virvived until 1859, leaving a good farm and the tues. To Mr. and ?~Irs. Gunn were born eight
provident savings of a careful, industrious life. children, as follows: (1) Charles, born in XoIn leaving their own country they brought w.ith vember, 1862, grew up at home, was given good
them their religious belief, and until death were educational advantages, and in May, 1892, he
consistent members of the Church of England, married Minnie Lansboroogh, born in Toronto,
setting at all times a devout example to their in 1865, daughter of Edward and Ann Laoschildren. A family of seven children was born borough, who came to Toronto from England,
to John and Annie Gunn, as follows : ( 1) Mary, the forme! still surviving and making his home
born in England, married J ohn J essop, settling at Sa.ndwieh. Charles Gunn and wife have two
in Sandwich South, where both died, leaving children, Gertrude and Wesley. (2) J essie,
children, Frank, William and Stella, the latter born in 1864, is the wife of John Lansborongh,
l\Irs. Collins, of Sandwich West. (2) William, who lives on a farm in Sandwich West ; they
born in England, married Harriet Freeman, of have one son, Henry. (3) Miss Ida, born in
Jackson, :Michigan, where he died in 1898, leav- 1866, resides on the homestead. (4) Miriam,
ing two daughters, Dell and Cora, of Jackson. born in 1868, married J ohn Robes, of Port lin(3) Joseph, born in England, was reared in ron, l\fichigan, a.nd they have ~~o sons, Merle and
Michigan, where he married Belle Gidley, of Russel.
(5) Annie, born in 1870, makes her
Jackson, aml they settled near Battle Creek, home with Judge M:ciiugh, of Windsor. (6)
where he is now one of the prosperous farmers Jasper, born in 1873, married Esther McKee,
of that well-known locality; they have two sons, daughter of Elisha McKee, of Sandwich, and
Stanley and Milo. ("*) Annie, born in Engla.nd, they live on a farm in Sandwich, which "·ns
is the widow of William Johnston, who settled generously presented them by our subject ; they
in Livingston County, 1\fichiga.n, a.nd there died. have two children, Percy and Jessie. (7) J ohn,
She now resides with her only daughter, Lillie, born in 1875, married Hattie Thresher, of SandMrs. Henry J essop, of Sandwich. Tier two sons wich, and they reside on a part of the homeare, Jay and Frank, of Michigan. (5) Charles, stead; they have one son, Clarence. (8) George,
born in England, learned the shoemaking trade born in 1878, died in yonng manhood.
in Jackson," Michigan, where he now lives rePolitically Mr. Gunn has generally voted
tired; he married E!>iella Evans, of Jackson. with the Conservative party. Religiously he has
(6) ·George, born in 1832 in Michigan, in 1850, from youth been connected with the Church of
with his brother Charles, went to the California England. He was one of the founders and buildgold fields, and still lives in that State, a pros- ers of the beautiful Church of St. Stephen's, a
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is no church of that denomina~ion in their neigh-·
borhood, they at~cnd the .Methodist Church.
1\frs. Holt is a most delightful lady, of a gentle
disposition, and she has ma'ny friends in the.
home of her adoption.
I

:fine edifice erected in Sandwich. lie is much r espected in this locality, and is known for his honesty and integrity. In many ways he is a leading citizen, has reared a most creditable family,
and is a worthy representative of an old and honOl'able name in the County of Essex.
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RALPH HARRIS, one
the enterprising.
young business men of Pelee Island, engaged in
farming and also dealing in agricultural implements and buggies, was born 1\iay 20, 1874, on
the Island, a son of James and llannah (Lidwell) Harris.
James IIarris was born July 1, 1836, in Malden township, County Essex, a son of William
Harris, who was born in the State of New York,
and in young manhood came to County Essex.
He located in Malden township on a small tract
of land, but later r emoved to the State of Michigan, where his last years were spent. H e was a
consistent member of the Church of E ngland.
He married first Ruth Lockhart, and they had
two children, one that died in infancy, and
James, who became the father of our subject. Dy
his second marriage William Harris was the father of five children.
James Harris 'vas but a child when he lost
his mother, and at the age of eleven years, with
almost no education, he was obliged to go· to
work to take care of himself. lie continued to
work for farmers through Colchester township
until his majority, and then drifted to Michigan,
where his father bad r emoved, and worked there
at different things until the outbreak of the Civil
war in the States, when he returned to Canada.
He continued to work on farms in South Colchester township until 1871, when he came to
Pelee Island. IIere he rented a farm of the McCormicks, and worked it for fifteen years and
then purchased a small tract of thirty-eight
acres, which be cleared, improved and later
added to, until he now owns and operates fiftytwo acres. He has lived a life of industry, and,
although he has bad much to contend mth, has
accumulated a competency, and has won the
esteem of all who know him for his upright character. D uring late years he h~ been somewhat
afflicted and is obliged to be urider surgical care,
but it is the hope of his friends that his trouble
may not be of a permanent nature. In polities
he has always been a stanch Liberal and lw
served very usefully in the council during •1ne
term. F or many years he has been a member of
the Church of England.
In 1862 James Harris married, at Amherstburg, Hannah Lidwell, a daughter of Thomas

EDl\lUND L. HOLT, a prosperous farmer of
Mersea township, County of Essex, residing on
the township line between l\Iersea and Gosfield,
was born in England, near Liverpool, Nov. 30,
1841, son of Henry Holt, merchant and ship
owner of Liverpool, who died there at the age of
seventy-eight.
The education of Edmund H. Holt was secut·ed in · his native land, he attending college.
After completing his various courses, he became
bookkeeper in a mercantile office, but preferring
an outdoor life, he engaged in farming at North
Wales, where he continued until 1880. In that
year, desiring a broader field for his operations,
the ambitious young man came to Canada, and
locating in the County of E ssex, he bought 100
acres on the township line of l\Iersea and Gosfield, lOth Concession, and began to clear his
land. In 1882 he erected a handsome brick residence, one of the largest in the township, at a
cost of $2,500, and at various times has put up
appropriate barns and out-buildings. At pre-sent he is extensively engaged in farming and
-stock raising, and being a progressive man, has
effected a number of improvements. He is a man
of action rather than words, but takes a deep interest in township affairs. At home he is a genial, courteous gentleman, and hospitable host.
In 1861 1\fr. Holt married Sarah Jones, and
the following children have been born to them:
l\Iiss 1\fary; Joseph IIenry, a farmer of Gosfield
township, married Katie Maud Tuckwell, and
they have three children, Kathleen L., Josephine
and Alice Adelaid; Edmund L., Jr., a farmer of
Gosfield township, married :Mary Congdon, and
has one child, Freda Muriel; Sarah E lizabeth
died at the age of thirty years; Katharine married J oseph Loop, of 1.\Iersea, son of Benjamin
F. Loop, and has one child, Edmund Franklin;
William is at home; Robert Morris, a farmer of
Gosfield township, married .Aray E. Sedgwick;
Margaret Louise married Howard Dresser, and
b.as one child, Myrtle Beatrice; George Ernest
is at home; Charles Herbert is a farmer of Mersea township; Georgina is at home. The first
nine children were born in England, and the remaining two in Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Holt are
m embers of the Church of England, ~ut as there
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Lidwell. She is a most estimable woman, <•f
Christian character, a devoted wife and lnO·
ther. The children of this ·marriage are: Robert, a marine engineer; Frank W.; Agnes Asynda, who died young; John; Ralph; Miles, of Tscoma, State of Washington ; Aradella, wife of
Julius McCormick; Ada, wife of Norman McCormick; and James; on the- homestead.
· -Ralph Harris was educated in the district
schools of Pelee Island, and grew up on the hom~
place, assisting his father until the age of twenty-six years, when he started out for himself, beginning with a purchase of sixty acres of lantl.
Here he erected a comfortable home and has engaged in farming and gill-net fishing. Mr. Harris is also agent for the Noxon Implement Co.,
and for the past few years has been agent for
William Gray & Son, of Chatham. By his honorable and upright methods he has won the confidence of the public and enjoys a large amount
of patronage. A man of t emperate habits and
honest industry, he is justly regarded as a good
citizen, and his enterprise makes him a leader
in business circles.
_
In 1900 Mr. Harris married Lillian Scott,
who was born at Toronto, a daughter of David
Scott, of Pelee Island. He is a strong supporter
of the Liberal party, but has never sought political preferment. While not a member of any
religious body he follows the teachings of the
Golden Rule, and casts his influence at all times
in the direction of all moral, educational and re·
ligious movements.
CAPT. FRANK W. HARRIS, a brother of Ralph
Harris, was born Feb. 20, 1868, and became a resident of Pelee I sland when his father located
here. He was educated like his brother in the
district schools in this section of County Essex,
and assisted the family with his industry until
he reached his majority. He then bought a farm
of twenty-two acres near Scudder's Dock, where
he built a home and engaged in farming and
fishing. In 1902 he bought the tug ''Thistle,''
of which he is master and owner, using it for
fishing and chartering purposeS. Like his brother, he is what is called "good .stock," noted for
his integrity and for his upright business dealings, Fraternally be is connected with the K.O.
T.J\f. Politically he is a Liberal, and he has
served four terms as a member of the town council, his advice and sensible suggestions making
his a most useful member of this honorable
- body.
In 1891, on Pelee Island, he married Salena
Graham, daughter of George Graham, and four

children have been born to this union, namely :
Elva, Howard, Byrdie and Myrtle. Both Capt.
and Mrs. Harris are members of the Methodist
Church. The family is held in universal esteem
in Pelee Island, all its members being men of industry and possessing the sterling traits of character which make them good citizens, honorable
business men, desirable neighbors, and lovers of
home and family.
S. W .ARD KENNEDY, a prominent fruit
grower and nurseryman of Mersea township, is.
a young man of intelligence and enterprise,
whose progressive ideas have made him very successful in his line of work. Mr. Kennedy was
born Aug. 30, 1880, near Glasgow, Scotland, son
of the late George Penrose and Kate Butler
(Watt) Kennedy, the former a well-known architect who died some years ago in England.
S. Wa-rd Kennedy was educated in London,
England, and at his home, graduating at the
West Kent grammar school a1J the age of fifteen
years. In 1896 he came to America, and to qualify himself still further for the profession of
horticulturist, he took two special winter courses
at Cornell University, New York. During his
vacation days his time was spent with the fruit
growers of Mersea t ownship. Later he took a
business course at Tunnel City Business College,
at Sarnia. In 1900 Mr. Kennedy decided to make
his permanent home in the County of Essex, and
with this end in view he formed a partnership
with E. J. Edelsten, and settled down to farming
and the growing of fruit. They continued together for but one year, Mr. Kennedy purchasing his partner's interest.
·
Attended with prospe.rity, Mr. Kennedy has
continued until the present time in the nursery
business, owning fifty acres of fine land in Con·
cession 2. This he bas devoted mainly to firstclass nursery stock. His farm is known over a
wide extent as the "Leamington Nursecy," of
which he is the sole proprietor. Included in the
lines be carries, all of which he has found suited
to the climate, are many of the finest shrubs,
evergreens, trees and choice varieties of peaches,
plums, apples and cherries. This stock bas been
found so reliable that Mr. Kennedy bas found
each year a wide expansion of business.
On Jan. 17, 1901, in Leamington, M:r. Kennedy married Nellie G. Van Zant, daughter of
M. A. Van Zant, and one son, Reginald Watt,
has been born to them. In politics Mr. Kennedy
is an independent voter, supporting those measures and candidates his own judgment leads him
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to think best for the community. In religious
views he adheres to the Church of England. lie
is an industrious and thoroughly capable business man, and one who commands the respect of
all who know him.
JOHN LICKMAN, a councillor and one of
the young farmers of Maids tone, has lived since
1894 on his fine farm, Lot No. 25, 6th Concession, County of Essex. He is a native of that
county, and there has spent all his lif<.>.
Charles Lickman, his grandfather, came to
Toronto from England, and settled on a farm
in County Wentworth, where he died after some
years, leaving a large family. !lis children were
as follows: (1) Betsey, born in England, married James Packham (deceased), and lived in
County Wentworth; they had a family,
and one of the sons, James, is now acting as
principal of high schools in that County.
(2) Jane, born in England, married J ohn
Wright, of County Wentworth; they have no
family. (3) William, born in England, married Laura· Hillman, of Tilbury West; he was a
millwright, and',died at his home in Leamington,
leaving four children. ( 4) Charles, born in
Southampton, England, March 17, 1823, became
the father of J ohn Lickman. (5) Frank, born
in Canada, married and lives in British Columbia, where he is engaged in the fruit business ;
he has no family. (6) Daniel, born in Canada,
who married a Miss Elliot, and settled in Comber, where he died, leaving one daughter, I sabella, now Mrs. L. Williams. (7) Dorothy, born
in Canada, who married William Smith; they
live in County Wentworth, and have no children. (8) George, born in Canada, who married
Emma Ford, of Tilbury West, and bas a family; they live in Essex, where he is occupied as
a mechanic. (9) Robert, born in Canada, who
married Sarah Grant, of County Wentworth,
where they reside.
Charles Lickman, father of J ohn, married, in
1859, Diana Lindsay, who was born in Southampton, England, in 1831, daughter of J ohn
Lindsay, who came from England to Toronto
when that city was a mere village. · The Lindsay family is one of the old families of Canada.
Charles and Diana (Lindsay) Lickman settled
first on a farm in County Wentworth, where
they remained a few years. They then came to
Tilbury W.est, and bought a tract of bush land,
which they cleared and cultivated as a general
farm. For some time after coming to Tilbury
Mr. Lickman engaged in the lumber and sawmill
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business, but in 18il he reti~ed to his farm,
where he remained until his dea1th, in May, 1902.
lie and his wife were members ef the Church of
England. His plucky wife, who had shared his
early pioneer hardships, died 1m 1875, leaving
the following family of children: (1) Matilda, born in 1860, married Stephen Seburn, a
fa rmer of Tilbury West, and bas three daughters, Clara, Ethel and Alice. (2) Mary, born in
1862, married Charles Howson, a business man

of Leamington, and has the following children,
Evelyn, Laura, Charles, Nellie, Gertrude and
Oliver. (3) Sarah, born in 1864, married (first)
Edward Fielding (deceased), and (second)
Johnson Hornick, of Tilbury village; by the first
union she was the mother of Charles, Rose, Matilda, Anne and Arthur Fielding; and by the
second marriage has one son. ( 4) Frank, born
in 1868, married Lottie Francis, of Toronto;
they settled on the home farm in Tilbury, where
his wife died in October, 1903, leaving four children, :\{elvin, Grace, Mabel and Gladys. (5)
Dinah, born in 1870, married Amos Pyatt, a farmer of W entwortb, where they live with their
five children. (6) John, born April 23, 1871, is
mentioned below. (7) Rosie, born in 1873, married Robert Ford, and they, with their six sons,
live in Tilbury East. (8) Charles, born in 1875,
lives in Essex, ·and married Ethel Ken.nedy, of
nothwell, Ont.
John Lickman was born in Tilbury West,
County Essex, and grew up on the farm, receiving a district school education. In 1889, a mere
youth, he went into British Columbia, and was
engaged for three years in the lumber woods, his
earnings going to the purchase of his present
fine farm. Tie bought this farm in 1894, since
when he bas erected .a new house, and commodious barns .and out-buildings, and his property
is considered among the best in Maidstone. Mr.
I.;ickman started in life with nothing but his own
energy, pluck and ability as capital, and be
earned by hard days' labor the means to purchase his farm. Although yet young man he is
one of the most successful farmers of Maidstone,
and is prominent in township affairs. His school
education was very limited, but he bas supplemented that by much reading and study by himself, acquiring a wide knowledge of current literature and of all topics of general interest. He
has also much natural mechanical ability, and,
while without technical training, is his own architect, his home and farm buildings bearing
witness to his good taste and skill in that direction.
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In October, 1893, l\Ir. Lickrnan married
Laura Colcnutt, who was bom Dec. 17, 1872,
in IIuron County, daughter of Walter and Elizabeth (Sargeant) Colcnntt, both natives of England. Mrs. Lickman grew up in Essex, and was
educated in the schools of that place. The children born to this union are as follows : Arley
B., born Sept. 14, 1894; Lome E., born in 1896;
Florence V., born in 1898; and Grace L., born
in 1900. In politics Mr. Lickman is identified
with the Conservative party, and in 1901 was
elected· a member of the township council of
l\Iaidstone, a position he still fills. He has also
served as one of .the school trustees in Maidstone. He and his wife are members of the
:Jiethodist Church. Mrs. Lickman is a woman
{)f cultivated mind, and much charm and
strength of character, who has been a real helpmeet and wise adviser in the building up of their
home. Both are prominent, and are widely
known and highly esteemed among the young
people of the county.
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who have borne the name have been upright and
able men and public-spirited citizens of the best
type. Lewis J. Orton, one of the younger members, bids fair to continue their good work, and
to become one of the leading men of the locality.
He was born on his father's farm on the Talbot
Road, in Gos:field, Aug. 2, 1872, and is the son
of Alvin and Margaret (McQueen) Orton, both
natives of the- County of E ssex.
Alvin Orton was a son of Zenas, and was
born in 1844. His wife was four years younger. After his marriage he lived on his father's
homestead at Olinda for some years, and then
later purchased the farm on the 'ralbot Road,
which he cleared and made his permanent home.
He was very prominent in political life and so
held the confidence of his fellow-townsmen that
he was elected to many responsible offices, always on the ticket of the Reform party. For
many years he was the r eeve of Gosfield, and also
filled the office of councillor for a long time,
while his interest in· educational matters led to
his being chosen a trustee of the schools. In fraKELSO~ J. EVANS. The Evans family is ' ternal circles he was known as a prominent workone of the oldest and most highly honored among er in the Masonic lodge at Kingsville, Ont. lie
those who have made the County o£ Essex what was remarkably popular, both from the complete
it is to-day, and a leading representative of it is confidence all felt in his integrity and from his
Xelson J. Evans, of Leamington. He was born noble character, at once manly and sympathetic.
on. the old homestead farm, April 22, 1876, son His death in June, 1898, was deeply lamented
of Joseph and Catherine (llamersley) Evans.
by all. His wife is still living and makes her
Nelson J. Evans was educated in the common home with her daughters in Detroit.
Alvin and Margaret Orton raised a. family
schools, and has spent his life in farming. When
Enoch, the youngest son of his father's family, of eight children: (1) Dr. Ellsworth, born in
came of age, the farm was divided, and Nelson 1865, married Miss l\Iinnie Christie, of St. CathJ. received as his portion the fifty-t wo. and one- arines, and has one child, Clark E. Dr. Orton
half acres upon which he now resides. This pro- is located as a practicing physician at Waterperty is very fine farming land, and upon it he ford, Michigan. (2) Zadia, born in 1867, is the
carries on very successfully general farming.
wife of George Abercrombie, a ranchman in
I n December, 1900, in Leamington, 1\Ir. )fontana, and has one son, Charles E. (3) MinEvans was married to Myrtle Wilkinson, daugh- nie, born in 1869, is unmarried and is engaged in
ter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Warner) Wilkin- Detroit as a milliner. (4) Lewi<> J. (5) IIamson. The fraternal connections of M:r. Evans ilton, born in 1875, married Miss Lillie Speaceare with Camp Erie, No. 47, I .O.F., and he is ly, of Gosfield, has two daughters, Frances 1\L
very popular with his fellow-lodgemen. Both and Oina :L., and lives on his father's homestead
~Ir. ·and Mrs. Evans belong to the Methodist
on Talbot Street. (6) Aylmer, born in 1878,
Church. Although still numbered among the unmarried, lives in Essex. (7) Jennie, born in
young farmers of Leamington, he has proved his 1880, lives in Detroit, unmarried. (8) Mabel,
ability, and has sO won the confidence of his born in 1882, also lives in Detroit.
Lewis J. Orton grew up on his father's farm
neighbors that he is regarded as a l'epresentative
resident and successful farmer.
and was given a fairly good education. In January, 1898, he married :Miss Annie Ash, daughter
L EWIS J . ORTON. One of the prominent of William R. Ash, of Gosfield, and then settled
pioneer families of Gosfield is that of the Ortons, down in his present abode on the Talbot Road
descended from Zenas Orton, who settled in Can- South, Lot 266, where he had previously put up
alia in the very beginning of the last century. All good substantial buildings. As early as 1891 he
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had erected a large bank barn, and altogether he
has one of the best developed and improved
farms in his locality. By his marriage with ~!iss
Ash he has become the father of two sons, Willie
S., born in ~fay, 18!>9, and Alvin, in 1901.
Mr. Orton in his political views is a Reformer
like his father. His religious creed is that of
the Church of England, of which he and his wife
nre members. He is also connected with t he I.O.
F., of Cottam. An enterprising and prosperous
young farmer, he already commands the respect
and esteem of his neighbors.
S. McGEE, dealer in groceries and crockery,
and agent for the Canada Life, Amherstburg,
County of Essex, Ontat·io.
ALBE:\1! COTE, an enterprising young farmer of Anderdon, comes from a family of prominent :B,rench descent, inhabitants of Canada from
the earliest days and residents of the County of
Essex for four generations. 'l'hc great-gt"andfather of .Albemi Cote, by name .Antoine, removed thither from Quebec at the close of the
War of 1812, when many grants of land were
made to encourage settlers to locate in the more
westerly Provinces. Antoine Cote cleared a farm
in Sandwich West, and there died, lea\·ing children who grew to maturity and died in the County of Essex.
I sadore Cote, son of Antoine, was born after
the father settled in the County of Essex, and
his whole life was spent on the farm. H e married 1\Iiss Frances Meloche, also a native of that
county. Pione<>r life in that time and place
meant enduring many hardships, while the f requent Indian raids added to the dangers. I sadore Cote took a prominent place among the settlers, and served as both member of the council
and as reeve of Anderdon. Six: children were
born to I sadore and Frances Cote, as follows:
J·oseph, born in November, 1838, a resident of
Windsor, who is married and has children; Amelia, born in 1839, who married James Meloche,
of Anderdon, and who died leaving a family;
Eli, born in :May, 184:2, who resides on the 6th
Concession in Anderdon with his family; Isadore, father of Albemi, born in 1848; James,
born Dec. 21, 1849, who married and is settled
with his family on the 2d Concession in Anderdon; Rev. Alfred, born in 1855, who was educated in the Sandwich schools and Montreal College, and is the priest of St. Ann's Church, Detroit.

UG5

Isadore Cote (2) was born i~'eb. 6, 1848, and
:trcw up at the old home, wh~rc he always remained, being manager of the farm after the
death of his father. H e was ur itcd in marriage
t<1 Blizabeth Meloche, born in fAnderdon in November, 1847, daughter of James and J ulia Meloche. The 1\Ieloche family is of French descent, and has long been identified with the
County of Essex, where many of that name still
reside. After his marriage Isador·e Cote continued to live at the old homestead, but he
<'rected good buildings and improved the farm
in many respects. His affairs prospered and he
continued his active management of his estate ·
till the very close of his life. His death occurred
in l\farch, 1900. Isadore Cote, like his father,
was an influential man in his community, and
took an active part in all political affairs. H e
was a Conservative, and was many times placed
by his party on their ticket for places of responsibility. H e served as a member of the council,
and as a school trustee for a long time, and for
several years was deputy reeve. I n religious belief he was a devout Catholic, and was a member
of the order C.M.B. .A. of St. J oseph's Church.
He left a name unsullied by any suspicion of
tlishoncsty in his dealings, or unkindness in his
nature, and lte is remembered by all his neighhors with the g-reatest affection and respect. His
wife and six children survived him. The oldest
children of Isadore Cote (2), Albert and Archange, died young. Albemi is our subject. Ernest, born in March, 1881, grew up at the old
home, and was sent to a school of music in Det roit, where he graduated, a performer on both
the violin and piano. He is unmarried and a resiclcnt of Windsor. Almina, born in April,
1883, married Arthur 0. Gorman, of Sandwich
\V<>st, where they reside on a farm. They have
one daughter, Vida. Eva A., born in February,
1886, grew u p at the old homestead, where she
received a fair education. She is at home, unmarried. Corinne, born in :March, 1891, is a
student in the schools, as is also Edith, born in
July, 1893.
Albemi Cote, the eldest son, was born in
April, 1878, and grew up at hoine, where he received a fair education. Tie became manager of
his father's farm when quite young, and is still
thus engaged.
11fr. Cote married Miss J ulia Mahan, the
daughter of Michael and Elizabeth D. Mahan.
Her parents came from Ireland and settled first
in Ridgetown, County of Kent, but later moved
to Anderdon, where they now reside. 1\lrs. Cote
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was born in Ridgetown in :March, 1880, and was
educated in Anderdon. Mr. and l\frs. Cote have
one daughter, :May E., born in l\'Iay, 1902. Mr.
Cote is a young man of scholarly attainments,
and is highly esteemed by all who know him for
his genial and kindly nature. He and his wife
are members of the Catholic Church.
E PIIRAU -f HENS:UfAN, one of the prominent farmers of Maidstone, County Essex, whose
farm is located on Lot 285, Talbot Street, was
born J une 20, 1870, in Gosfield North, son of
David and Maria (Dewhurst) Hensman, a wealthy and prominent pioneer family of the county.
David Hensman was born in .July, 1830, in
England, and his wife in•l\fay of the same year,
in the State of Ohio, a daughter of George and
Alice Dewhurst, who came to Maidstone, County Essex, at a very early day. Mr. Dewhurst
was a man of fine education, and had been a
medical student in England, where he was born.
He resided in Ohio several years prior to set·
tling in Canada, later locating in Maidstone,
where Mrs. H ensman grew up. She was educated at Detroit, but married in Maidstone in
1858. Mr. and :Mrs. B ensman settled on a farm
he purchased in Gosfield North, in what was
known as the Brooker settlement, wher-e he
cleared up a farm from bush land, erecting the
first log house in that locality, and in it they
lived until 1873, coming then to the present
farm, which he purchased from the Dr. George
Dewhurst estate. IIere Mr. Hensman continued
to live until his death. It was during his life
· that the present fine brick residence and admirable barns and buildings were placed here, and
he also improved the Gosfield property in the
same way. He died here June 22, 1902, survived by his wido\V until Oct. 30, 1903. Religiously they were members of the English
Church, which they had been instrumental in
establishing in this locality. I n politics Mr.
Hensman was a Reformer, but never was willing
to assume the responsibilities of office. He came
to America and Canada by means of a sailing
craft, passing. many weary weeks on the stormy
ocean, in comp;tny with his brother-in-law, William Speachley, who settled in Gosfield North,
where he died, leaving no family. His widow
became the wife of Thomas Powell, of To\vn
Junction. H e was the father of six children,
namely: Anna, the eldest, died aged two and a
hal£ years. William, born in 1862, married Ida
Phillips, daughter of William and Jane Phillips, of 1\Jaidstone, and they now reside on the
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town line in Gosfield ·North, engaged in farming; they have one daughter, Yula. Alice, born
in 18651 married Thomas P ollard,· and they now
reside at Renwick, where he is a stationary engineer. Miss Amy, born in 1867, was accidentally injured in 1880, and since then has been an
invalid, a talented, educated, charming lady,
cheerful in spite of her misfortune. Ephraim
is mentioned below. Lottie, born in 1874, was
educated in the collegiate institute of Essex, and
married Albert "Williams, of Essex. They have
two children, Clarence, born in 1900, and F lorence, born in 1903.
Our subject was reared on the home farm,
and was educated in the local schools. H is whole
life has been devoted to the practical pursuit of
agriculture. He has remained in charge of the
home farm, and its excellent condition reflects
much credit upon his methods. In March, 1895,
be married Miss Mary Wilson, born in Maidstone, a daughter of William and Barbara Wilson, old residents of Colchester.. The four children born to this marriage are: Herburt, born
in 1896 ; Harold, born in 1898 ; Byron, born in
1900; and Viola, born in 1902. Mr. Hensman is
one of the popular and progressive young men
of this section, a first-class citizen and a model
farmer. He belongs to the fraternal order of
Maccabees of E ssex, and stands high in its
esteem.
WALTER H. NOBLE, a young farmer of
Gosfield North, has already made a prominent
p]ace for himself in the community, and by his
success, in the varied lines of farming, business
and official life, has demonstrated the possibilit ies for one of n atural power, enlarged by careful training. His career there seems but the
promise of greater things to follow.
Mr. Noble was born in Bowmanville, near Toronto, March 16, 1871. His father, J ohn Noble,
an only child, died there the same year his son
was born, and the mother, Anna Noble, lived till
the boy was only seven years old, so that he was
brought up by his grandparents from almost the
beginning. This couple, Luke and Esther Noble,
were both born in the County of Norfolk, England, but came to Canada in an early day and
resided at Bowmanville until 1871.
In that
year, accompanied by their widowed daughter
and her child, they moved to Cottam, where Luke
Noble was engaged for the rest of his life in the
lumbering business, in partnership with Walter
J ames. The firm was one of the leading concerns of Cottam, and Mr. Noble had a place
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among the successful business men there until
his death, in 1882. llis wife survived him seven
years. Both were members of the Church of
England. In politics l\fr. Noble was a Conservative:
Walter H. Noble grew up in his granufather's home and was sent during his earlier
years to the Gosfield schools. Later he studietl
at Dufferin College, London, was graduaterl in
t884, and the following year entered the drug
'3tore of John Thorn, in Essex, where he studied
pharmacy for three years. He decider\ in the
end that some other work would prove more congenial and probably offer him greater opportunities, and, after studying telegraphy, in 1889
he was engaged as an operator for the 1\Iilwankee, Lake Shore & Western Railway Co., and
then for the Chicago & North Western. The
death of 1\frs. Esther (Noble) Queen necessitate(}
the return of her grandson to the Couniy of Essex, and he went back there in 1890, to attend
to his grandparent's affairs. The following year
he r esumed his work as an operator, and for
three years was employed by the Lake Erie &
Detroit Railroad Co., being stationed at Learn·
ington, Ont. There his health began to fail, and
it seemed wisest for him to resign his position
and instead pursue the out-of-door life of a farmer. His grandparents l1ad left him the old
homestead, a small place on the Talbot Road
South, Lot 271, which has been his home since
1894. He has added forty acres to the original
thirty, put up good barns, and conYcrtl'd the
whole place into one of the model farms of the
county, while in 1896 he erected the fin e modern
brick house which has added so much to the general appearance of the property.
In March, 1892, Mr. Noble was married to
1\fiss Susie Hill, who was born in Kings,·ill<', in
1875, daughter of Jason and Ada (Dexter) Hill,
originally one of the prominent families in the
County of Essex, but now residents of Ludin~
ton, Michigan. Mrs. Noble is the only one in
the family who is in Canada, the three other
children, Hulda, Edward J. and Walter Garfield, all living in Michigan.
Iler maternal
grandfather, James Dexter, was born in the
United States, served in the Civil war, and is
still living in Ludington. 1\fr. and ~Irs. Noble
have had two sons: Harry, born in Novemhl'r,
1894; and Eddie, in July, 1897. Mr. Noble an<l
his wife are members of the Church of E ngland.
1\fr. Noble has for some years taken an acti,·c
part in political life, and in his prinr,.iples is n
Conservative. In 1889 he was elected township
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auditor and served three years, while for the
same length of time he has acted as a trustee of
the schools. In 1903 he was thade a member of
the council, and is filling the office most efficiently. In fraternal life, also, he is prominent being a member of the Central Lbdge of Mason's of
Essex, of the Odd Fellows, Essex Lodge, No. 218,
and of the Cottam Lodge of Foresters, No. 3435.
I n every phase of life's activities Mr. Noble has
proved himself fully equal to the demands upon
younoo
men
his powers, and is one of the risinoo
0
0
of Gosfield.
LE~fUEL WINDLE SLOANE, one of Mersea township's progressive young men, successfully engaged in the growing of fruit, was born
:\larch .23, 1874, on Lot 3, Concession 5, Mersea
townsh1p, son of James Thornton and Isabella
(Fox) Sloane.
J amPs Thornton Sloane was born in County
of Halton, Ont., son of Robert and Eliza (Thornton) Sloane, the former of whom was born in
Ireland, and came to Canada in young manhood.
He located in the County of Halton where be
married Eliza Thornton, and they bec~me prominent farming people in that· locality. Both were
members of the Presbyterian Church, and at
<l<>ath they were buried in the Halton cemetery.
I n politics Robert Sloane was a Liberal. IIis
children were: ·william, who resides on the County Halton homestead; Robert, of County York·
1\Iatilda, deceased wife of Joseph Leslie; Mar;
Ann, wife of James 1\fc'Menimie, of County Halton; and :Margaret, wife of John Ritchie, now
of Ess.ex Center.
James Thornton Sloane was given good educational opportunities, and became a very intelligent, well-posted man. He was twenty-two years
old wben he came to :Mersea township, County
of Essex. where he bought a tract of 100 ar.rt>s,
a part of which he cleared up and considerably
improYed, later selling to advantage and buying
a tract of land on Lot 3, Concession 5, consisting of eighty-five acres.
This tract he also
cleared, improved it with buildings, and at a
later date bought another tract of 100 acres, ]orated on Concession 6. This he also cleared and
placed in condition for operation, making valuable improvements upon it. This is now under
the management of his son Pridaux. Mr. Sloane
devoted his whole life to farming, his death taking place in 1889, at the age of fifty years. In
politics he was always a stanch Liberal, but
would not consent to ·accept office. A consist~nt
member of the Presbyterian Church, he was
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highly considered by all who knew him. He held deuce at a cost of $2,200, and fitted the same
fraternal relations with the A.O.U.W. and the with all modern improvements. Being a man
Red Cross Society. In his marriage with Isa- of taste all the surroundings are o£ a most attractive character, and give a comfortable and
bella Fox he gained the companionship of a fine
"·oman, who through life was an example of thrifty appearance to this pleasant home. In
all Christian virtues. She was born in Gosfield politics 1\lr. Sloane is a Liberal. He belongs to
township, daughter of John C. Fox, and was a the I.O.O.F. at Leamington. Thoroughly up-towoman whose devotion to her family and to the - date in his ideas, enterprising and progressive,
Methodist Church did not close her sympathies Mr. Sloane is a leader among the younger agrito those who needed her help and encouragement culturists of this section.
wherever found. Tender recollections still cluster around her name in the neighborhood where
JAMES A. SMYTH, well-known in the
her kindness and charity were so long adminis- County of Essex, was born in I reland, son of
tered. She died on the homestead, June 24, John J. and Mary (Hay) Smyth, nativ€s of Ire1903, at the age of sixty-five years, and her land, 'vhere they still reside, the former being
burial took place in the Olinda Cemetery in engaged in farming. '!'hey became the parents
Gosfield township, on one corner of her girlhood of seven children : William; James A.; Thomas;
home, beside her husband. She was the mother Bella, who married David Houston, of Ireland;
of thirteen children, as follows: Wendell Fen- Lizzie C. ; John C.; and Mary.
wick who died in infancy; William, who died
James A. Smyth acquired his preliminary
at the age of twenty-one years; John Byron, a education in the schools of Ireland, and in May,
physician, and president of the Dos Cabazos 1891, he came to Canada via Quebec, to visit his
Gold l\Iining Company, located at Detroit, Michi- unCle, William Smyth, of Essex. After remaingan; Robert, located at Toledo, Ohio; Eliza ing at his uncle's home for eighteen months,
Thornton, wife of Thomas Henry, of Winnipeg; he became a student in the W oodslee schools. In
James Thornton, of Oakville, County York, 1894 he returned to Ireland, via Philadelphia.
Ont.; Lemuel Windle; Leonard, a physician and I n October, 1895, he again came to Essex and
resident of Alaska; Pridaux, a farmer of Mer- entered school; he bas also taken a full course
sea township; :Mary Belle, wife of Seth Bunn, in a commercial college. Upon leaving school he
of nlersea township; Garfield, a resident of Al- became an assistant teacher in Essex, so remainberta, North-West Territory; Joseph, a student ing until he was made principal, a position he
of the Leamington High School; and Horace, still holds.
who died in infancy.
Mr. Smyth is a Presbyterian in religious beLemuel Windle Sloane has always resided
lief. Fraternally he belongs to the Masonic
on the homestead farm. lie was but -fifteen
years of age when his father died, and he re- Lodge of Essex, No. 402.
In 1901 :Mr. Smyth again went to I reland,
mained with his mother, assuming the operation
where
he visited the schools of Dublin, Belfast,
of the home farm, which consists of eighty-five
and
other
cities, r eturning to Canada the same
acres, as soon as he became of age. Mr. Sloane
and
resuming
his duties in the schools of
year,
decided to make a specialty of fruit culture and
has devoted eight acres to peaches alone, cul- Essex.. :Mr. Smyth is a young man of more than
t ivating also all the varieties of apple which have average ability, whose success in his chosen profession is all the more remarkable when it is
been found to be profitably raised in the climate.
remembered
that it is the result of his own
He has been much encouraged by his past sucproperly
directed along legitimate chanefforts,
cess and has given the subject such close and
nels.
careful attention that there can be no doubt
about his future prosperity in this line.
STEPHEN WILKINSON is a grocer and
On 1\farch 26, 1901, Mr. Sloane was married
sheep
raiser at Essex, County of Essex, Ontario.
at Chatham, Ont., to Amy Simpson, born at St.
Catharines, daughter of Gordon Simpson. One
ROBERT CHARLES KEITH, manager of
little daughter, Bessie Agatha, claims their care
and affection. Both Mr. Sloane and wife are the press department of the Leamington News,
members and liberal supporters of the Presby- is one of the well known and valued men of his
profession in the locality. He was born April _
t erian Church.
I n 1900 Mr. Sloane erected a handsome resi- 11, 1880, in Tilbury township, County of Essex.
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The Keith . family is of Scotch extraction.
Robert Keith, grandfather of our subject, was
born in Argyllshire, Scotland; a son of Rooert
Keith, who passed his whole life in Argyllshire.
Robert Keith, Jr., was a farmer by occupation.
lie married Mary Watson, also of Argyllshire,
and in 1849 they came to Montreal, Canada, in
a sailing vesseL From Montreal they came to
County Hastings, Ont., where l\lr. Keith bought
a farm of 150 acres, situated in Rawdon township. Tie was a pioneer there, cleared up a nne
property and made many improvements, r emaining there until 1870. His wife died on this
farm, aged thirty-eight yrars, and was laicl to
r est in the cemetery at Stirling. In her death
her family lost a devoted wife and mother anll
the Presbyterian Church a constant attendant.
In 1870 ·Mr. Keith sold this farm and, with his
children, came to County Essex, locating on
Gracey Side Road, Tilbury West township,
which is now known as Tilbury :Korth. Here he
bought a tract of 100 acres and agRin hrgan
the clearing of the native soil. H e-was assisted
by his sons, and a finely cultivated and wellimproved farm was the result of their years of
labor. H ere he died in April, 1898, aged ('ighty
years, and was buried in McDowell's Cemetery
in West Tilbury township. For half a century
he was an eld er in the Presbyterian Church,
connected with the congregation of Knox
Church, Middle Road. In politics he was a
Liberal.
The children of Robert and 11Iary (Watson)
Keith were: :Margaret, wife of John Benoit, of
Tilbury West township; Robert, a farmer of Tilbury West township, who married Ellen Wear;
Gilbert; William, a grain buyer, who married
Agnes llolland, daughter of Hugh Holland ;
Alexander D., an engineer and moulder, who
married Lizzie Sanders and resides at Walkerville; Andrew, a moulder and machinist, married to Isabella Lemon and living at Walkerville; and James, who married .Annie Rodgers
and lives at Walkerville.
Gilbert Keith, son of Robert, was born in
1853, in Rawdon, County of Hastings, and was
educated in the public schools. Subsequently
be worked at farm labor for several years prior
to accompanying the other members of the family to County Essex. After farming fo1· a long
time in Tilbury West township he engaged in
stock dealing; and for the past sixteen years has
been settled at Tilbury Center, where he has
been carrying on his bnsinc>ss successfully. . In
politics he is a stanch Liberal. l\fr. Keith does

not give one the impres.<>ion ·of !being gifted with
poetic fancy, but this is the case, and many of
the published gems of verse wh"ch have attracted
attention in the local journals have issued from
his pen.
In Tilbury Mr. Keith ma ried )Iary J aue
Jackson, who was born at St. Remie, Quebec,
daughter of the late Thomas and Elisa Jackson,
who now resides in Tilbury. l\Irs. K eith has
for the past thirty years been_a resident of Tilbury, where she is admired and esteemed for
her many amiable qualities. l\lr. and )frs. Gilbert Keith have had children as follows: Albert,
hom April 11, 1878, married Edith Baker, antl
thc>y reside at Wyandotte, Michigan; Rohert
Charles was born April 11, 1880; Gi~bei·t, F eb.
13, 1882; Elmer Thomas, Nov. 11, 1884; Lrslie
Kennetl1, June 11, 1887; .Mary, May 6, 1890;
Sarah l\Iyrtle, July 27, 1892; Annie l\Iay, Jau.
11, 1894; Clarence, 1896; and Ethel :Mildred,
lJorn Jan. 11, 1898. As will be seen, the eleventh
day of the month has been a particularly fortunate one, marking the births of at least six members of a very interesting and devoted family.
R. Charles Keith, subject proper of this
sk<'tch, was educated in the public schools of
Tilbury, and subsequently attended the Leamington Busines..:; College. Tie then turned his attention to printing, learning the trade as an apprentice in the office of the Tilbury News. His first
position after becoming an adept in the "art
that perpetuates" was in the office of the Leamington Post, where he spent one year. In 1899
h e became the foreman of the printing department of the paper which is known all over
County Essex, the Leamington Neu·s. This responsible position he has held for the past five
years, his accuracy, care and good judgment
making him an invalnable employee. H e is popnlar also in the city, gathering around him
fri('nds who esteem him for his sterling traits of
character. IIe is a member of the K.O.T."M. at
Leamington. M:r. Keith is a fair sample of the
best class of responsible, self-respecting and comp etent young Canadians, a class which comes to
the front no matter whether their lot in life be
within the Dominion or in the farthest islands of
tl1e sea. H e has the great ac.lvantage of having
been born of Scotch ancestry, with Canadian
rearing.
1\Tr. Keith was married Oct. 26, 1904, to Miss
Ethel Beatrice Getty, who was born 1\Tay 13,
1885, daughter of the late Eli Getty, who was
a successful farmer for many years in the township of Gosfield and died Sept. 11, 1896. Since
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that time his widow, Mrs. Libby Getty and her
family have lived in Leamington. Mrs. Keith
was educated in the public school in Leamington,
and was engaged as a clerk in the general stores
for four years prior to her marriage, and has
been highly esteemed by all who know her. She
is one of a family of four children, the others
being: Lulu, deceased, born March 23, 1881;
Milburn, March 22, 1883; and Glenn, April 30,

1893.
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CHARLES LO~SBERRY, an enterprising
iarmer of Gosficld North, and one of a large aml
1
prominent family in the County of Essex, is the
son of James and Frances (Drew) Lonsber1y,
and was born in 1859, on his father's old homestead on the Talbot Road.
. James Lonsberry began his life on bush land,
living in a little log cabin; He gradually ·
cleared up the present large farm, and in 1881
erected a commodious brick house, where hP. resided till the time of his death, in 1884. His wife,
who was born in Sandwich, County of Essex,
survived him five years. They were active members of the Methodist Church, and among the
founders of church work in their locality. His
children were : ( 1) Alfred, the eldest son, married a Miss Denby, and has two children, William and Della. They live in Gosfield North.
(2) George is married and lives on Talbot Street,
in Gosfield North. (3) John is married. (4)
Charles is the subject of this sketch. (5) Arthur
married Miss Laura Duart, and has one son, Russell. (6) Sarah, deceased, was the wife of Albert Wigle, of Cottam, where she died leaving
one daughter, G~rtrude. (7) A daughter, who
is married, resides near Findlay, Ohio, and has
four children, James, Aff, Doll and Dora. (8)
Millie is the wife of Stephen Brooker. (9)
Rachel, born in Gosfield North, is the wife of
Josiah Bruner, of Manitoba., to whom she has
borne two children. (10) Eliza is the deceased
wife of Walter Billing; she had children, Maud,
Flora, Harry, Frederick and Joseph. (11) Annie is the · wife of Harry Abbs, who resides in
Toledo, Ohio.
Charles Lonsberry grew up on his f ather's
farm and acquired 8: practical acquaintance with
aJl the details of farming life. His education
was gained in the Gosfield schools, where fairly
good training could then be secured. Mr. Lonsberry married Miss Sarah J. Cobley, and for a
year after his marriage remained on the old
homestead, which had been left to him. At the
expiration of that time he removed to the farm

owned by his father-in-law, William Cobley, of
which he has since been manager, while also retaining control of his own property. William
Cobley was one of the well-known pioneers of the
locality.
Mr. Lonsberry, as well as his wife, is a member of the Church of England. He is interested
also in the aims and principles of fraternal orders, and belongs both to the I.O.O.F.. , Essex
I1odge, No. 218, and to the local organization of
Foresters. He is a descendant of a highly-re·spected pioneer family, who were prominent in
the county's development, and is himself one of
the leading farmers of the region, standing high
in the community for his excellent character.
ROBERT HENRY McGREGOR, one of the
enterprising young farmers of Anderdon township, and very popular among all who know
him, was born in Amherstburg, Oct. 2, 1876, son
of Alexander J. and Helen (Borrowman) McGregor, both of Scotch origin.
Alexander J. McGregor was born in 1846 in
Glasgow, Scotland, where be remained until he
was twenty-seven years old, receiving a good education and learning the trade of a tailor. In
1873 he came to Canada, and settled at Amherstburg, where he worked at his trade until about
1891. In that year be moved to Front Royal,
Virginia, but, after residing there three years,
he returned to Canada, and lived in Montreal for
several years, but is now a resident of Ottawa.
In 1875, in Amherstburg, Mr. McGregor met and
married Miss Helen Borrowman, daughter of
James Borrowman. Mrs. McGregor died in 1899,
leaving three children, as follows: Jeanette A.,
who died in Virginia, unmarried; Edith L., unmarried and residing in Ottawa; Robert Henry.
James Borrowman, the father of Mrs. Helen
McGregor, came from Scotland, where he was
born in 1798, to Sandwich at an early day, and
lived there until after the Rebellion of 1837-38,
in which he took part. After the close of that
conflict, he moved to Amherstburg, where he
lived until 1874, the date of his death. By his
wife, Margaret, who survived him six years, he
had nine children: James, the eldest son, born
in Scotland, settled at Chatham, County Kent,
and there .died in 1902. Robert married and
worked at his trade of tinner in Amherstburg for
some years, but later moved to Detroit, and there
died, leaving four children. William is a lumber dealer in Amherst.burg. · Dr. Andrew was a
physician and surgeon of Detroit and Amherst:
burg, and died in Amherstburg, unmarried.
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.Peter died in manhood. Margaret is the deceased wife of H enry Botsford, of Malden township. .Annie was the wife of Daniel Botsford, of
Amherstburg. Miss Elizabeth died 1'\ov. 30,
1~03. llelen married Alexander 1\IcGregor.
James Borrowman had one brother, Alexander, who came to Sandwich in 1830, where he
first worked at his trade of hatter. H e was also
a school teacher for many years, for he, like his
brother James, was a well-educated man. He,
too, was a soldier in the War of the Rebellion
in Canada. He settled later in Amhcrstburg,
where he worked at his trade of hatter for some
years, and then bought a farm on the 3J Concession in Anderdon. There his "·ife dieJ in
1845, leaving three children. He later bought the
present farm, in the 2d Concession, where he
died in 1898. His children were : Anna, the eldest daughter, died in 1882, unmarried; Alexander, born in the County of Essex, settled and
died on the 3d Concession; William, born in
1840, lives on the River Front in Anderdon.
William Borrowman, son of Alexander, gre'v
up on the home farm, and when old enough to
go into business for himself, began dealing in
grain, and as he was successful, continued in
that line all his life.. He was prominent in county politics, and served as both councilman and
deputy reeve, several years each, always consulting the best interests of the public. His kindly
disposition and upright conduct in all his dealings, made him highly esteemed by all who 1.-new
him. In religious belief he was a Methodist.
William Borrowman was twice married, first
to a Miss Squires, of Canada, by whom he had
two daughters, Minnie and Naomi, and a fter her
death, to Miss Jane E. Knight, to whom he was
united in 1875. Mrs. Borrowman was born in
1859, daughter of Thomas and :Mary (Taylor)
Knight, pioneer settlers of Rochester township.
Thomas Knight came there from England, and
made his home in that township until his cleath
in 1873. Mr. Borrowman and his wife resiil<.'d
on the paternal farm, which was still their home
at the time of his death, in September, 18!)9. He
left four daughters, the eldest of whom, :Mand, is
the wife of Robert Henry McGregor, subject proper of this sketch. Charlotte, born in 1880, lives
at home, unmarried. .Annie, born in 1884, and
Jennie, born in 1886, are also at the home.
Robert Henry McGregor was an only son.
His boyhood was passed in Amherstburg, where
he received' his education, and when his fathl!r
moved to Virginia, he went to William BorrO\\"man 's farm. In 1898, when he married ~[iss

6'11

~Iau<l Borrowman, daughter of William Dor·
rowman, he became manager ~f his mother-inlaw's farm, Mrs. Borrowman and her daughters
still residing there with th~ y9ung couple. To
Mr. and Mrs. McGregpr have come two children,
1
Gladys and Bruce.
:Mr. McGregor is one of the enterprising
young farmers of the county, and is spoken of in
the highest terms by his neighbors and friends,
who know well of his maoly qualities and genial,
kindly disposition.

C. SCOTT THORNTON, a successful farmer of County Essex, located on Lot 279, Talbot
Road, Gosfield North, was born Aug. 1, 1874, on
that farm, a son of Harrison and Mary (Jones)
Thornton, and comes of a very old pioneer fam- '
ily of the county. ·
Richard Thornton, his grandfather, came
from England and settled in the State of Pennsylvania. He married a Miss Harrison, and afterwards moved to and settled in the township
of 1\Iersea, County of Essex, Ont., where the
town of Leamington now stands. In the year
1828 he bought what is DO\V known as the Talbot
Road from the government, and moved with his
family on the present homestead, ten miles from
the nearest neighbor, being one.of the first English settlers there. He afterwards sold the road
to Alexander Cameron. Grandmother Thornton
died in 1867, and grandfather Thornton passed
away in 1873, leaving a family of ten children,
of whom all have since died, except George, of
Essex.
Harrison Thornton was born in 1823, near
Leamington, Canada, and his wife was born in
June, 1824, in England. ller parents came from
England when she was small and settled in Essex
at an early date, dying there. Mr. and 1\-!rs. Harrison Thornton were married Oct. 29, 1844, at
the home of the bride's parents, what is now
h-nown as the Nesbitt farm, one mile west of Essex, Rev. Solomon Waldron performing the ceremony; he came from Kingsville on horseback.
The young couple settled on the present farm, in
a log cabin which he built himself: In this house,
snng and warm, though small, the family lived
until 1882, when he built the present handsome
brick residence,· which he occupied until his
death, in February, 1895. Here Mr. Thornton
owned 100 acres of as fertfle land as can be
found anywhere, and which he had brought to a
high state of cultivation, improving it to his
mind, and to-day it would bring an immense
price if placed in the market. 1\Ir. Thornton
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was a careful and practical farmer, and a man
the wife of Robert G rcgory, of \Vindsor, and
of the highest integrity, a member of t he l\!eth- they have three children, Raymond, :Mabel and
ouist Church, and for many years a local
Gifford. C. Scott is mentioned below. Mrs.
preacher. H e and his wife were converted h\'O 'rhornton has one great-grandson, Vere Wigle.
years before their marriage, at special meetings
C. Scott Thornton was educated in the local
held in Mr. Windle Wigle's barn, near Kingsschools, and, after the death of his father, beville. It is remembered that 1\:Ir. Thornton
came the owner and operatot· of the home farm.
preached the first sermon in what is now the
On Sept. 16, 1896, he married l\Iiss ::\laud l\L
town of Essex in a wagon shop, to an audience F eetham, wbo was bom in 1878, at Goderich,
of about thirty or forty, and he was afterwards
County of H uron, daughter of William and
requested to repeat the sermon. He was classMary Feetham, who were born in England and
leader for thirty-six years, and steward of the
are now residents of Blenheim, County ot' Kent.
church for forty yea1·s. lie nsed to walk to
l\:frs. Thornton has enjoyed n1any social and eduWoodslee, Rochester and Comber to preach the
cational advantages and is an accomplished muGospel. In politics l1e was a Reformer, and he sician. Three children have come into this hap\vas one of the nctive workers for his party, be- PY home, namely: Kenneth, born in June, 1897 ;
cause he belien~d the p1·inciples he upheld. Had Aretta .1\faud, born in D ecember, 1898; and J oshe been willing. almost nny office in his commun- eph S., born Aug. 1, 1903, all bright and beautiity would haYe been at his command, but he only
ful children. Fraternally Mr. Thornton is conconsented to serve as councilman and magis- nected with the order of Foresters.
trate, receiving his appointment to the latter of1\Ir. Thornton is a most worthy representative
fice in 1860. I n 1862 he received the appoint- of a very notable family of this section. No rement of ensign in the first volunteer company
cord of the l\fethodist Church of the locality
organized in Sandwich, and was out on duty at could be made complete without extended notice
the time of the Fenian Raid, under Coi Rankin, of his father, and it has been said that the death
at Windsor. He was held in the highest esteem of no old resident was so universally and sinc<>reby all who knew him. It was given him to en- ly mourned as was that of Harrison Thornton.
joy the celebration of his Golden Wedding, at One may be justly proud of descent from such a
the beautiful home be had made, in 1894, and progenitor, and our subject seems to inherit in
althoug-h he passed away several years ago, his · good measure all the leading characteristics
bappines.<> on that occasion is recalled with pleas- which made his father so respected and beloved.
ure by his kindred. )frs. Thornton still sur- H e, too, is a manly man, upright and honorable,
vives, the center of the care and affection of nu- reliable and just, generous and helpful, and
merous children and grandchildren.
ready to promote, to the limit of his ability, all
Harrison Thornton and his wife had children the movements which promise to advance this
as follows: Lavina, born in November, 1847, section of old County E ssex, commercially, mormarried Solomon Coatsworth, and they reside
ally and intellectually. In these desires he is
on his farm in Gosfield South; they haYe h\·o seconded by his most estimable wife.
Their
children, Harry and Andrew. Mary J ., born home is one of great hospitality.
Jan. 29, 1850, is the widow of l\'foses Wigle, who
died in June, 1875 ; she has two children, DelGEORGE GOTT r esides at Amherstburg,
bert and May.. Isnae H .. born Dec. 30, 1851, County of Essex, Ontario.
resides in Essex, unmarried. George l\1., born
July 11, 1854, married Lillie Taylor, settled in
l\IILTON C. FOX, a prominent citizen of the
Gosfield near Essex, and died in January, 1897,
County of E ssex, and the owner of one of the
leaving a widow and fonr children, Lola, D el- £nest properties in the township of 'Gosfield, is
mar, l\fyrtle and Sylvia. Cassimer, born Oct. 19, a descendant of one of the pioneer families. His
1856, married Sarah :McVeigh, of Kingsville, anrl line of descent is traced to Philip Fox, born in
moved to Detroit; they lutve one daughter, B ee Baden, Germany, who was the first of the family
Marie. Miss Rachel .A., born in 'May, 1861, re- to settle in Gos:field, locating on Lot 10, Eastern
sides in E ssex. Ottie, born in July, 1863, mar- Division. In his native land he married Cathried Jason Woodiwiss, who resides at Windsor, erine Lauer, who accompanied him to this counOnt ., and has two daughters, Josephine and try.
Grace. Adaline, born in June, 1866, resides at
l\:Iichael Fox, son of Philip,' was born before
Windsor. Bmma A., born in December , 1868, is the family came to Gosfield, and he settled on
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Lot 250, Talbot H.oad, removing later to L ot 7,
Eastern Division, and then to .Amherstburg,
where he died. He married Elizabeth Wigle,
and they had ten children, as follows : J ulianna,
born in 1806, married Peter H etherington, Sr.;
George, the grandfather of our subject, was
born in Gosfield, Sept. 7, 1807 ; Elizabeth married (first) Daniel McKenzie, and (second)
J ohn Magaw; Mary married Thomas Govereau;
Michael, who died J an. 28, 1850, married Catherine Ruthven, born i n Scotland in 1816; J onas
married Ellen Graveline; Catherine died young;
Sarah Ann married James Ruthven; Lucinda
married Thomas Brush; and Charles married
Mary Mickle.
George Fox was born Sept. 7, 1807, in Gosfield, at the time of his marriage removing t o
Romney township, County of Kent, and for thirteen years he farmed on the Talbot R.oad, on the
land now owned by J oseph and J onas Robinson,
a tract of 200 acres. In 1842 he returned to
Gosfield and settled on the east half of Lot 7,
the old homestead, where he did much clearing,
havin g completed it prior to his death, which occurred at the age of seventy-six:. H e was a successful farmer and an upright man. In politics
he supported the Conservative party.
On Nov. 8, 1827, in Gosfield, Mr. F ox married Mary Rairsine, born Sept. 3, 1808, in Yorkshire, England, and they had these children:
William G., born Oct. 3, 1828, died in 1899, was
a man of prominence, and married Eliza l\Jalott;
Solomon G., born June 16, 1830, married Mary
:;\falott; Mary Ann; born April 15, 1832, married (first) Thomas Girty, and (second) Charles
Wigle, also deceased, and lives on Lot 6 ; Elizabeth, born Feb. 11, 1834, married Floram Mickle,
of Colchester South, and died Sept . 28, 1859;
Leonard G., born Sept. 22, 1835, married Rilla
Stewart, and died in January, 1902 ; Lucinda,
born Feb. 16, 1837, lives with our subject; Adelia, born Aug. 25, 1839, married {first ) J oseph
Hughes, and (secona) J ohn Barnett; Charles
G. was born Aug. 31, ,1841; Jane, born Feb. 23,
1843, married (first) George L ane, and (secand) Benoni Healey, who died in 1900, and she
lives in Kingsville ; and Amelia, born July 24,
1845, died Aug. 23, 1845.
Charles G. Fox, for many years one of the
leading citizens and capitalists of Gosfield South,
'\Vas born Aug. 31, 1841, in Romney township,
County of K ent, and was but one year old when
the family came to Gosfield and settled on Lot
7, in 1842. At the age of sixteen years he bc~an
his own car eer, sailing on the lakes for a time
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and engaging in farm wor k. lie then entered
the timber business, and for years was a representative of Gorton & Co., of Buffalo, following
this line for some twenty years, in connection
with farming. In the course of time he came
into possession of seventy-five acres of Lot 7,
and then bought the Horace Wigle seventy-five
acres adjoining on the west, making him the
owner of 150 acres in one block. This property
he continued to liberally improve, and he carried
on large farming operations here, accumulating
a large estate.
In municipal affairs 1\fr. Fox was one of the
leading men of this locality. F or eighteen years
he herved as reeve, for twenty year s was a county
councillor, giving his services on various occasions as public interests demanded, as deputy
reeve and assistant councillor. H e was his party's candidate for a seat in P arliament in 1893,
and in all movements looking to the betterment
of public affairs Charles Fox was considered a
leader by his f ellow-citizens. H is death on Jan.
28, 1!)01, r emoved from the township one of its
most highly-regarded citizens, and from the Conservative party a loyal supporter.
Fraternally he was a Mason, belonging to the
Blue Lodge of Kingsville, and the chapter at
Windsor, and he was also associated' with the
Odd Fellows and Order of Workmen. In religious belief he was a Methodist, and was always
liberal in his support of religious organizations.
In him the poor and needy also found a friend,
for his Christianity was of the practical kind.
In J uly, 18691 Mr. Fox married Lucinda
Scratch, daughter of Leonard Scratch, who
is now one of the most venerable citizens
of the township.
To this marriage were
born: Arthur, who died in childhood; :Milton C.;
Maud :Mary, at home; and Grace Mabel, a student at the I.~earnington Business College.
1\Iilton C. Fox was born April 2, 1875, on the
place on which he now r esides. He was given
excellent school advantages and was associated
with his father in farm work. Since the death
of this beloved par ent, he has been at the head
of affairs and has shown his excellent capacity.
H e operates 150 acres of land, carrying on general farming and stock raising according to the
latest methods, making a specialty of the latter
branch.
In April, 1901, Mr. Fox married J ennie
Greaves, of Kingsville, and they now have two
sons: Charles Glen, born Feb. 9, 1902; and Milton Ross, born May 5, 1904. In r eligious belief
they are Methodists. P olitically, Mr. Fox, like
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his father, adheres to the Conservative party.
Fraternally he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow,
connected with the lodges at Kingsville. This
family is one of the very old and prominent
ones, and its full ancestral history will be found
elsewhere. ·
1
1
.I

H. P. JEFFERY, proprietor Silver Spring
Farm, Blytheswood, County of Essex, Ontario.
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WILLIAM ABNER COLBY, now retired
from active life, is one of the oldest railroad men
in Windsor, and has seen the hamlet grow into
a thriving city, and, in his own . way, has been
one of the factors which have assisted in its
growth and prosperity.
Abner Colby, the grandfather of William Abner, was a native of England, and spent his
whole life in his own country, his three sons,
Edward, William and Joseph, however, finding
homes across the seas and becoming valued citizens of the Dominion.
Joseph Colby, the youngest son of Abner, was
born in 1818, in England, and there married
Margaret Grove. In 1841 they joined the great
exodus to Canada, and located at Guelph, where
he followed his trade of boat wrecker until his
death in 1844. His widO\V later married Nicholas Nattie.
William Abner Colby was left fatherless at
the age of three years. He was born, the only
child of his parents, Sept. 14, 1842, on the
ocean, and was four years of age when he was
brought to Windsor, so that he may almost be
said to have grown up with the city. His first
efforts at making a living were put forth in the
employ of the Great Western Railway Com. pany, which was then in course of construction.
The lad, then seven years old, earned ten cents
a day as water and whiskey carrier to the laborers employed on the grading. That he was a
faithful little worker even in this humble way
may be assumed, as he later found no difficulty
in obtaining farm work with a Mr. Hall, on the
farm now owned by John Davis. During the
fall of the year he added to his income by catching fish for Alexander Campeau, of Detroit, who
paid him by the hundred. Mr. Colby appears
to have sought employment and succeeded in
various lines, as we. find that while still a youth
he was accepted as one of the workmen employed
in building the Michigan Central elevator between Second and Third streets, Detroit. · It was
in 1864 that he secured permanent employment
with, the Great Western Railway Company, and

for over a year he was on the transfer ''Union''
as wheelman, and then went on the road as fireman. In 1865 Mr. Colby hauled the first train
from the boat to the Canadian shore, an honor
which the engineer would have liked to enjoy.
As it happened, the latter was enjoying his dinner· just at the time the boat arrived at the
Windsor slip, and it was the capable and watchful fireman of the train who backed the engine
down, and thus secured the distinction of transporting the first train over the Detroit river. Mr.
Colby continued as fireman until1872, when he
was given an engine, and in the responsible position of engineer he continued until 1898, when
he felt that the· time of life had arrived for him
to vacate the cab where he had served so long
and faithfully, the jar oi the engine disturbing
his health. During his long period of service he
was never fined, suspended or discharged.
On Jan. 11, 1869, Mr. Colby was married to
Miss Celina Bincette, a member of one of the
early settled families of Windsor. Her grandfather came to Windsor· as early as 1800, and
built a log house in the forest, not far from Mr.
Colby's former residence on Trent street. Here
his eight children were born, namely: Andre,
Louis, Joseph, Leander, Charles, Ambrose, Therese and Archange. Louis, the second son, and
father of Mrs. Colby, was born Sept. 7, 1816,
followed an agricultural life, and died in 1881.
He married Cesaire Papper, who was born in
1830, and still survives, and they reared the following children : Celina, Mrs. Colby; Rose, wife
of Laforet Narcisse, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Annie,
wife of Joseph Martin; Henry, of Cleveland,
Ohio; Matilda, wife of Elias Curtis; August;
Elizabeth, wife of J ohu Martin; and"Sarah, wife
of William Brown.
A family of six children has been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Colby, as follows: Louisa first married Albert Freeman; by whom she had one son,
Loyd, and for her second husband married John
:McGrory; Mary married Thomas Brown, and
has one daughter, Gertrude; Albert married
married Ethel Langlois, and has one son, Marvin; Rose marrieq Ralph Hall; Marguerite and
Grace are at home. The religious connection of
the family is with the Roman Catholic Church.
Mr. Colby has in his possession a most interesting book, in which he bas recorded inany incidents of his railroad · career, having kept track
not only of his regular trips, but also of the extra
and night runs which have come in the way of
duty during his long career. He finds that on
many occasions forty-seven days' work hils beE>h
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- ··- - -·- - - - - -- England."" He was a-~tanch Cons~rvative in policrowded iti a month's time, and that his thirtythree years of travel would have enabled him to tical sentiment.
Thomas Goatbe, the youngest of the two sons
circumnavigate the globe 122 times, he having
driven his fleet steed swiftly and safely over 3,- of Capt. Goatbe, was born in 1823, in the parish of Howden, Yorkshire, England. In his n~
050,000 miles, and accepted responsibility for
thousands of lives. Mr. Colby is well and widely tive land he attended the school provided by the
known in Windsor and vicinity, and has a wide government for soldiers' children, and he was
fourteen years of age when the family crossed
circle of friends who esteem him highly.
the Atlantic. He grew to manhood on the farm
WILLIAM MORRIS GOATBE, now of in Wheatly township, amid pioneer surroundSault St.e. ).farie, served as a member of the ings, and became accustomed to hard work. But
the experience only made him the hardier, as his
council of Tilbury West township, and is a farand active life well testifies, for he is still
long
mer and stock raiser well known throughout
that section. He is a man who has made a success living, at the ripe age of over eighty, in excellent health, after a lifetime of continuous indusof his own Ufe, and he comes of worthy ancestry.
He remained at home until twenty-four
tors of English origin, the family being well
of age, assisting fai thfully in the farm
years
. known in Yorkshire, England. This branch has
been resident in Canada for almost a century, work, and then, marrying, went west to the
Mr. Goatbe being of the third generation this County of Huron, which was then in its primitive state. lie settled in Turnberry township,
side of the water.
where he owned two hundred acres of land,
Capt. J oseph Goatbe, grandfather of William built a log house and engaged in farming, and
M., was a native of Yorkshire, England. He there he remained until his wife died, when he
entered the British army as a private, and by
sold his place and returned to the County of
reason of meritorious service rose before long to York. After a short stay he came back to Huthe rank of captain. Under Wellington he served ron, settling on a tract of one hundred acres in
with distinction in the famous battle of Water- Turnberry township, on which he put up a frame
loo, and a few years later; in 1834, was assigned dwelling. H e made his home on that farm until
with other veterans to duty in Halifax, Nova 1869, when he sold out and came with his famScotia, continuing in the regular service until ily to the County of Essex, locating in Rochester
1837, when he was pensioned. His services, how- township. As there was some dispute over the
ever, came again into demand almost imme- title of that tract, l\Ir. Goatbe gave it up, and
diately, during the troublesome times of 1837-38 for some time was engaged in railroading tak,
in Ontario, when he was commissioned by the .mg a contract for the construction of the CanaBritish government to drill ' ·olunteers for the dian Southern road, which occupied him for
service, Sir Francis Bondhead being sent out to several years. He then removed his family to
take charge of them. Capt. Goatbe received £400 Harwich township, in the County of Kent, and
from the government for this service, which was for five years operated a f arm which he rented,
greatly appreciated, for he proved himself to be at the end of that time removing to Gosfield
distinctly the right man in the right place on this township, County of Essex, where he bought
occasion, as he had in many other instances.
fifty acres. There he still r esides, and many imAfter quiet was restored, the captain settled provements have been made in the place under
down to a peaceful, agricultural life, having his management. Mr. Goatbe is highly r espected
made a home on a tract of land in Whea.tly town- in the locality where he now lives, as he has been
ship, County of York, Ont. I n England he had in every other community with which he has
married Ann Smith, who bore him a family of been identified, and he is enjoying the fruits of
sixteen children, only two of whom were sons, a life of honorable toil, conspicuous for integand his wife and fifteen children joined him in rity and straight-forward dealing.
Mr Goatbe first married a Miss Ockridge, by
Ontario, one daughter r emaining in Liverpool,
where she married a Mr. Robinson. The family whom he had two children: One that died in infancy; and J oseph, who lives with his father in
'"as on the ocean nine weeks. The captain and
Gosfield township. H is second wife \Vas Jane
his wife spent the remainder of their lives on the
Ann Morris, a native of Devonshire, England,
farm, dying there. She was a Christian woman,
a devoted 'vife and mother, and, like her hus- daughter of William Morris, of the same county,
band, a consistent member of the Church of who died in the County of Huron, Ont. Mrs.
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Goatbe still survives. To this union have come
ten children: William Morris is the gentleman
whose name introduces these lines; Elizabeth
married Peter Collard, and lives in Gosfield
township; John is a manufacturer in Comber;
Frederick was smothered to death in a bin of
wheat, at his home; Thomas is engaged in farming in Howard township, County of Kent; Benjamin died in Colchester township in March,
1902; Emma married William Woods, and resides in Gosfield township; Alfred is a farmer in
Colchester township; Olive married Leonard
Nelson, of Gosfield township; George died in infancy. The father of this family is a member
of the Church of England, the mother of the
Methodist Church, and both have led exemplary
Christian lives, devoted to the welfare of their
family and the advancement of religious and
charitable enterprises in the different sections
where they have resided. In politics Mr. Goatbe
is a stanch Conservative, and has all his life
taken an active interest in party affairs. While
in the County of Huron he served as township
councillor and tax collector.
William Morris Goatbe was born March 28,
1859, in Turnberry township, County of Huron,
and received his earliest schooling in that neighborhood. When ten years old he came with the
family to the County of Essex, and there attended Dodson's schoolhouse. He remained with
his parents up ·to the age of fourteen, when
he commenced to work out among farmers, receiving six dollars per month. Continuing to
work thus until 1886, he managed in the meantime, by strict economy, to save a little money,
and he formed a partnership with Benjamin
Brown in the hardware business, opening a
store in Comber, under the firm name of Goatbe
& Brown. This establishment they carried on
successfully for a period of five years, at the end
of which time the partnership was dissolved, the
business being sold out to 'l'homas Beattie, who
still runs it. After abandoning the hardware
business, Mr. Goatbe took up farming on his
own account, buying his present place of fifty
acres in Lot 6, lOth Concession, Tilbury '\Vest
township, where for twelve years he has been
profitably engaged in general farming and stoek

raising. He raises Durham and Short Horn cattle, making a specialty of the latter, and being
a member of the Dominion Short Horn Association of Toronto. Mr. Goatbe takes great pride
in his farm and stock, and their appearance betokens the care of the practical farmer, thrifty
and progressive in all his methods. His common
sense and enterprise have been shown in many
ways. He was one of the organizers and stockholders, and a director of, the cheese factory at
Tilbury West, and was its sales agent. The public affairs of the township have received his active attention, especially school matters, and he
served several years as assessor, and is now township councillor, having been honored with election to the latter office in 1903. Like his father
and grandfather before him, he is a stanch Conservative in politics. Mr. Goatbe has made his
own success in life, by hard work and fidelity to
every trust, and the position he now occupies
among his fellow-men shows that his work has
not been without its rewards. He pays devoted
attention to his home and family, which has always been the chief center of his interest.
On May 5, 1885, Mr. Goatbe married, in
Leamington, Ont., Miss Martha Jane Hazel,
adopted daughter of Benjamin Hazel, of that
place, and five children have blessed this union,
viz.: Charles, who died in infancy; one that died
in infancy, unnamed; Lillie; John Alexander
McDonald; and Roy Seymour. Theyare all receiving excellent advantages and home training,
as Mrs. Goatbe believes firmly in the influence
of the domestic circle. She is a woman of fine
character, and many sterling virtues, with a
kindly disposition, and is devoted to her family
and domestic duties, doing all in her power to
make her home attractive. All belong to the
Church of England, and attend the church at
Comber, and Mr. Goatbe has served as a member
of the vestry. He has been a lay delegate to the
synodic meeting in London, Ont. Fraternally
he unites with the Loyal Orange Association at
Comber, of which he is deputy master; with the
A.O.U.W.; and with the Masons, holding membership in Parviance Lodge, No. 395, A.F. &
A.M., and Willington Chapter, R.A.M., of Windsor.
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